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BRANCH COUKTY, MICHIGAN. 



BY CRISFIELD JOHNSON. 



CHAPTER I. 

INTHODUCTORr. 

Plun of the Work— A Conseoullve History— Sup piemen tary Chapters 
—City and Townehip Hiatoriea— The II luBtrntioilB— Future Value 
of Looal Hiatoriea— The PotKucaitamlis—Tbe, Books CoosuKed- 
AcknoiiledgmejitJ lo Individual* — The Work Bubmiltoit. 

The plan of this history of Branch Couoty compriaea in 
the first place a coi)Dect«d, consecutive statement of all the 
feets of general interest relating to the territory now com- 
prising that oounty, from the earliest accounts down to the 
present time, embracing a short description of its natural 
characteristics, and a pretty full record of the principal 
events occurring within it-s limita, or in which its residents 
have been actors. This portion of the work adheres very 
closely to the chronological order, and includes the history 
of the PoUawaftamie Indians, — the old-time occupants and 
lords of the Saint Joseph Valley, — an account of the treaties 
by which that valley was transferred to the whites, an out- 
line sketch of the first settlement of the county, a record 
of some of the more prominent features of its development, 
and the ever interesting story of the achievements of the 
gallant sons of Branch Oounty in the war for the Union. 
This consecutive account is supplemented by several chap- 
ters, the subjects of which cannot well be incorporated in 
that account; such as sketches of the various county so- 
cieties, a list of the principal officers, a history of the Stale 
school, etc., etc. The whole, thus far, covers near a hun- 
dred of the first pages of the volume, and constitutes the 
general history of the county. 

TIfae later and larger portion of the work embraces sepa- 
rate histories of the city of Coldwater, and of each of the 
sisteen townships of the county, going with considerable 
detail into the &ota of their early settlement, showing the 
hardships and vicissitudes of pioneer life as narrated by 
the pioneers themselves, and giving lists of the township 
officers, together with separate sketches of all the churches, 
lodges, and other local organizations. 

Intermingled with these are to be found nnmerous por- 
traits of prominent citizens of the county, accompanied by 
their biographies, together with ocoasiodsl views of their 
reaidences. Wbatever may be said by the critically dis- 
posed regarding the literary execution of the work, the 



writer can confidently recommend the productions of the 
artists and engravers as being of a decidedly high order of 
merit. They have reproduced the iaoes of the past genera- 
tions, and both the homes and features of to-day , so accurately 
that even after the lapse of a century there need be no 
difficulty in knowing precisely what was the condition of 
Branch County in 1879. 

And, although there may be those who are disposed to 
smile at the idea of a mere couoly history, in which the 
features of plain farmers and mechanics appear side by side 
with some of the most distinguished citizens of the State, 
yet it is safe to predict that in fifty years few books will be 
more sought aller than these loctil records of to-day, with 
their delineations of pioneer life and their thoroughly dem- 
ocratic illustrations of all classes of the community. And 
this simply for the facts depicted by pencil and pen, and 
despite of any barrenness of style or awkwardness of ar- 
rangement of which the author may be guHty. Such a 
record will be scarcely less valuable than would now be a 
similar account of actual life in the Revolutionary era, with 
portraits, not merely of a few generals and statesmen, but 
of the people of that day, who long since went down tO 
their graves unhonored, unrecorded, and unsung. 

The early history of this county (that is, its history pre- 
vious to its settlement) is mostly confined to the story of 
the Fottawaflamiea. Three chapters have been prepared 
on this subject with considerable care, and have been in- 
serted in the histories of both Branch and Hillsdale Coun- 
ties, as that tribe was for over a century the masters and 
occupants of the whole valley of the St. Joseph. Since the 
settlement by the whites, the s(«ry of Branch County runs 
in an entirely separate channel. 

To obtain the information thus embodied in the earlier 
and aoine of the later, portions of the work it has been 
necessary to consult numerous books having relation to the 
subjects under consideration. Among the [ffincipal of these 
we are indebted to Parkman's Conspiracy of Pontiac, 
Parkman's Discovery of the Great West, Smith's Life and 
Times of Lewis Cass, Drake's Life of Teoumseb, Drake's 
Book of the Indians, Sehoolcrall's Report on the IndiauB, 
Lossiog's Field Book of the War of 1812, Lanman's Bed 
Book of Michigan, the published Indian Treaties ^of, ^ 
United States, the Territorial Kod Seesion Lftwa of 1IG«^0 
Ho.todbyLjOO«^lC 
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gaii, the Eeports of Adjutant- General Robertson from 1861 
to 1866, the Reports of the Sitperin ten dent of Public In- 
struction, and Pierce's History of St, Joseph County, besides 
several minor works. 

The greater part of the pioneer record of the county is 
embodied in the sketches of Colilwater city and (he various 
townships, yet in obtaining niatt«r for a geueml outline of 
that period we received much assistance from those veteran 
pioneers, Messrs. Wales Adams, Allen Tibbitts, Harvey 
Warner, and James B. Tompkins. Messrs. E. G. Fuller, 
Harvey Haynes, and Koland Root supplied us with many 
facts regarding a somewhat later period ; Mr. Root's infor- 
mation being especially full in relation to the Indians from 
1836 down to the time of their removitl. 

Our acknowledgments are also due to Adjutant- General 
Robertson and his efficient clerk Mr. Humphrey for aid af- 
forded us in obtaining the records of the officers and soldiers 
of Branch County in the war for the Union, to Mrs. Tenny, 
the librarian of the State library, for the courtesy with which 
the ample resources of that institution were placed at our 
disposal, ani] to the press of Branch County for access to 
their files and many other favors. 

Some others, who have been consulted on particular points, 
will be mentioned as those points are discussed. Those who 
have furnished material to the writers on the city and town* 
ships may be numbered by the hundred, and it would be 
impraefioable to include them here. Many of them will be 
mentioned in the city and township histories, and to all we 
return the thanks of the publishers and writers. 

And now we submit our work to the people of Branch 
County. We trust they will bo pleased with it in spite of 
some imperfections, which keen eyes will doubtless find in 
its pages, and that not only thoy but their children and 
their children's children will oeeasionailj turn thither from 
more eseiting tales and more elocjuent periods t* learn the 
humble but houorabie story of their home. 



CHAPTER II. 

EAItX.? FBENCH DISCOVSBIES. 

Arrival of the French on tha Upper Lakes— C bam pliiin in 1 CI5— The 
FrttnciBoanPricsts— The Jesuits— Hunters uDdTradera—Bajmbault 
ond Joguea in 16*1— The Wyandoia and Oltamaa— Father Mar- 
quette— The Lalie Countr; formally tahen Possession of fur the 
King of Franoft— Marqnette Discovers the MiesisBip pi— Discovers 
and Explores the St. Joseph- La Salle and the " Grifliu"- A Fort on 
the St. Joseph — Loes of Che " Griffin"— La Salle's Suhsequent CoreeT 
and Murder — French Dominion— In flueoee of Port St. Joseph — 
Fonndiog uf Detroit— The Pullaioaltomles. 

Though the French wore unquestionably the first ex- 
plorers of the shores of all the great lakes of North America, 
yet it is somewhat doubtful at what precise time they first 
reached the peninsula of Michigan. As early as 1615, 
Samuel de Champlain, then governor of the infant province 
of Canada, which he had founded, visited the Swan tribra 
on the shores of Lake Manitouline. Aimoat or quite as 
early, priests of the " Recoilet" or Franciscan order estab- 
lished Catholic misuoDS in the same locality, and it is not 



improbable that some of them visited the shores of tho 
great peninsula a little farther westward; for all, whether 
friends or foes, admit the extraordinary zeal and unflinching 
courage of the Catholic missionaries in their efforts to make 
proselytes among the savages of North America. In 1625, 
however, there arrived on the banks of the St, Lawrence 
the vanguard of a black-gowned host, to be sent tfl America 
by a stiii more vigorous, zealous, and highly-diseipUned 
order, — the far-famed Jesuits. These fiery champions of 
the cross were destined to crowd aside the more peaceful 
or more inert Franciscans throughout the whole lake region, 
and substantially appropriate that missionary ground to 



French hunters and fur-traders, too, made their way into 
the West far in advance of their English rivals, and doubt- 
less reached the confines of Michigan early in the seven- 
teenth century. Their course, however, was not along the 
great watery highway through Lakes Ontario and Erie and 
the Niagara River, for there dwelt the fierce, untamable Iro- 
quoU, the bravest aod most politic of all the Indians of 
North America, whom Champlain, by an ill-advised attack, 
had made the deadly enemies of the French. With the 
Hurons, or WgandoU, who though a branch of the same 
race were the foes of the Iroquois, the French were fast 
friends, and had no difficulty in penetrating westward as far 
as their domain extended. Their scats were ou the eastern 
side of Lake Huron, while our peninsula was occupied by 
Oltawas, Ojibwas (or Ghippemas), and I'otlawaltamies, not 
perhaps as friendly aa the Hiirom, but standing in fear of 
the conquering Iroquoia, and therefore disposed to be on 
good terms with the French foes of that confederacy. 

The course of the intrepid missionaries and traders was 
up the Ottawa River from Montreal ; thence across to the 
western division of Lake Huron, otherwise known as Lake 
Manitouline, and thence coasting along the northern shore 
of that body of water to the Saut Sainte Marie and the 
Straits of Michiliimacinac. 

. In the year 1641, the Jesuits Eaymbault and Jogues 
reached the former point, preached to a crowd of savages, 
and raised the flag of France, in token of sovereignty, beside 
the rushing outlet of Lake Superior. Doubtless other mis- 
sionaries and numerous vnyagenrs and fur-traders explored 
the outskirts of Michigan, and possibly penetrated its in- 
terior, but there are fen records to show their adventurous 

In 1659, the Wi/andoU, or Hnrms, fled from the valley 
of the St Lawrence before the attacks of the Irogvoig, 
seeking shelter in the islands of Lake Manitouline. ^he 
Ottawavxfg, sinoe called Ottawat, who had previously re- 
sided there, retired to the northern part of the main penin- 
sula of Michigan. The Wi/andot>, or a portion of them, 
again assailed by the Iroquois, fled to the Straits of Mich- 
iliimacinac, and still again to the shores of Lake Superior. 
Being again follovfed by their implacable enemies, however, 
they were enabled to repulse them, and thenceforward, being 
to some extent protected by the French, the Wyaiidots 
dwelt on the borders of the great lakes which surround the 
peninsula of Michigan. 

In 1668, the celebrated Father Marquette, accompanied 
by Father Claude Dablon, founded a missiorfat Saut Sainte| ry 
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Marie, nt the northero esfremity of Michigan ; and in 
1671 established that of St. Ignace, on the Straits of Mich- 
illimacinac (now spelled Maokinaw). 

In 1670, a French offioer, Daumont de St. Ltisson, raised 
the flag of France at the Saut Satnte Marie with pompous 
ceremonies, and, so far as words could do so, took possession 
of the whole region of the great lakes in the name of " the 
Most High, Mighty, and Redoubtable Monarch, Louis, 
Fourteenth of that name, Most Christian King of France 
and of Navarre." 

But the French were by no means disposed to rest con- 
tent with sounding proclamations. Still eager to spread the 
reign of the cross among the heathen, and doubtless not 
unwilling to extend the domain of King Louis over new 
empires, the intrepid Marquette pushed forward into the 
wilderness, and discovered the mighty stream which has 
since borne the name of Mississippi. Shortly afterwards, 
in 1773, while coasting along the eastern shore of Lake 
Michigan, Marquette discovered a stream which he explored 
for several miles, and to which he gave the name of St. 
Joseph. This was, so far as known, the first acquaintance 
of Europeans with the fertile valley, in the eastern part of 
which lies the county of Branch, 

Bnt a still greater explorer than Marquette was about to 
traverse the lakes and lands of the great West, though, un- 
like Marquette, he did not snbordinate all other objects lo 
the spread of his religion. In the month of August, 1679, 
the wonder-stricken savages on the shores of Detroit River 
saw what seemed lo them a huge canoe, with immense 
wings, stemming the powerful current without the aid of 
oars or paddles, and swiftly traversing the placid sheet of 
water now known as Lake St. Clair. This was the " Griffin," 
a schooner of sixty tons, built the preceding winter and 
spring on the shore of the Niagara, just above the great 
cataract, and which on the 7th of August had set forth on 
the first voyage ever made by a sail vessel over the waters 
of the upper lakes. Its commander was Robert Cavelier 
de La Salle, the most hardy and adventurous of all the gal- 
lant Frenchmen who explored the wiids of North America, 
and the one whose discoveries did the most to extend the 
dominions of his royal master. 

The only portrait which has been preserved of La Salle 
represents him as a blue-eyed, handsome cavalier with 
blonde ringlets, apparently better fitted for the sahiis of Paris 
than the forests of America ; but a thousand evidences show 
not only the courage hut the extraordinary vigor and hardi- 
hood of this remarkable man. He was accompanied by 
Tonti, a gallant Italian exile, who was his second in com- 
mand, by Father Hennepin, a Franciscan monk, who 
became the historian of the expedition, and by about thirty 
Bailors, voyageurs, hunters, etc. 

The " Griffin" passed on over the t«mpest- tossed waters of 
Lake Huron, through the Strait of Miehillimacinac, out 
Upon the unknown waste of Lake Michigan, and at lengih 
came to anchor in Green Bay. Thence she was sent back 
with a part of her crew and a cargo of furs, while the in- 
trepid La Salle with a score of men remained to explore 
the vast unconquered empire which lay spread before him. 
He and his comrades in birch-bark canoes coasted along 
the western shore of Lake Michigan, reaching its southern 



extremity on the eighteenth day of October, 1679. Thence 
the flotilla proceeded to the mouth of the St. Joseph Kiver.* 
At its mouth he built a fortified trading-post, to which he 
gave the name of Fort of the Miamis, and which was in- 
tended both to facilitate commerce and curb the hostility 
of the surrounding tribes. Potlawattamies were found at 
the southern end and on the western shore of Lake Michi- 
gan. 

This trading-post, or fort, was the first built for the pur- 
pose of controlling the Indians of this part of the Northwest, 
and its erection, coincident with the appearance of a French 
vessel on the upper lakes, may be considered as marking the 
establishment of French authority (though somewhat vague) 
over the peninsula of Michigan, including the county which 
is the suyect of this history. La Salle and his comrades 
remained several weary months at the St. Joseph awaiting 
the return of the " Griffin," but that ill-lated bark was never 
heard of after leaving the outlet of Green Bay. Whether, 
as is probable, it went down with all its men before the 
of the great inland seas, or was captured at 
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of the "Griffin's" return, Ijb Salle 
in in December proceeded up the St, 
Joseph River in cunoes to South Bend, in the present State 
of Indiana, whence they made their way overland to the 
head-waters of the Illinois, The future career of this ad- 
venturous explorer is not especially connected with the 
history of this region, and must be dismissed in a few 
words. 

After numerous remarkable adventures (being compelled 
once to return to Canada on foot) La Salle explored the 
Mississippi to the sea, and took verbal possession of the 
adjacent country for the benefit of King Iiouis the Four- 
teenth, by the name of Louisiana. While attempting, how- 
ever, to colonize the new domain he met with many mis- 
fortunes, and was at length assassinated by two of his own 
men in Texas, in the year 1687. 

But, notwithstanding the unfortunate end of the great 
discoverer, his achievements had extended the dominion of 
France more widely than had any of his adventurous com- 
patriots, and from that time forth the Bourbon kings main- 
tained an ascendency more or less complete throughout all 
the vast region extending from Quebec to New' Orleans, 
until compelled to resign it nearly a century later by the 
prowess of the British. French vessels circled around the 
great lakes on the track of the ill-fated " Griffin," French 
forts and trading-posts were established in the wilderness, 
and Fi'cnch missionaries bore the cross among the heathen 
with redoubled zeal. French adroitness succeeded in estab- 
lishing friendly relations with the Indians on the shores of 
all the upper lakes, and members of all the various bands 
found their way to Fort Frontenac (now Kingston), and 
even to Montreal, with packages of furs to sell to the chil 
dren of their great father across the sea. 

The English, busily engaged in building up a powerful but 
compact empire along the sea-coast, scarcely attempted toTival 
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their G-allio oompetitora id gaiuing control over the immeDse 
interior. The Tarious Indian tribes doubtless would have 
rejected with scorn the idea of French ownership in the 
lands which tliey and their fathers had so long occupied, 
but as between the English and French it was substantiall; 
understood that the dominion of the former extended from 
the month of the St. Lawrence to that of the Mississippi. 
The only question was where the boundary line should be 
between the two domains. 

The Indians around the upper lakes were the more ready 
to court the friendship of the French, since it was only 
from the latter that they could obtain arms and amniunition 
to contest with the terrible- /ro^woiV. After the time of 
La Salle the French government supported a post, and the 
Jesuit fathers maintained a mission, at the mouth of the 
St. Joseph, and the two institutions became a centre of in- 
fluence overall the southern part of the peninsula. In 1701, 
however, another frontier post was established, destined soon 
lo overahadow that of St. Joseph. In that year Monsieur 
La Motte de Cadillac, an officer in the service of the King 
of France, with a small detachment of troops, landed at the 
head of Detroit River, and established a post to which he 
gave the name of " Fort IVichartrain," but which soon 
became known by the appellation of " Detroit." This post 
and the whole of Michigan were nominally a part of the 
province of Cana(k, and so remained during both French 
and English rule. During the French dominion, however, 
the provincial government exercised very little authority, 
except to appoint commanders of the various posts. Those 
commanders ruled both the soldiers and the few civilians 
about as they saw proper. 

The establishment of this post increased still more the 
influence of the French throughout the West, and especially 
throughout the peniosula of Michigan. There seemed little 
doubt that this whole region was to be subject to French 
rule, and fancy might have pictured these gleaming lakes 
and rippling rivers overlooked by the baronial castles of 
French seigneurs, while around them clustered the humble 
dwellings of their loyal retainers. French hunters and 
trappers made their way into all parts of the peninsula, 
establishing friendly relations with the natives, and not 
unfrequently forming unions more or less permanent with 
the copper-colored damsels of the various tribes. 

Of these tribes we are especially concerned with the 
Poltawnttamiex, who soon obtained entire control of the 
valley of the St. Joseph, who are known to have been fully 
established here in 1721, and who for over a century were 
the undisputed lords of its noble forests, its pellucid lakes 
and its grassy glades. From the time of the early discov- 
eries already mentioned down to the beginning of settle- 
ment and cultivation by the whites, the history of the 
territory now composing Branch County, with the rest of 
the St. Joseph Valley, is confined substantially to the doings 
of the PoltawaUamie Indians. To them and their deeds 
the following three chapters are devoted. 
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In order to give a correct idea of the position and history 
of the Pottawattamie Indians, so long the lords of Branch 
County and all the adjacent country, it is necessary very 
briefly to sketch the general relations of the Indians of this 
part of North America. Of course the writer of a mere 
county history does not pretend to have investigated this 
abstruse subject by reference to original sources of informa- 
tion ; he is obliged to depend on those who have made 
those matters the study of their lives, — especially on Fran- 
cis Parkman, the accomplished author of the " Conspiracy 
of Pontiac," the " Discovery of the Great West," and other 
works on cognate subjects. 

When the French and English hunters first penetrated 
the dark forests whose gloomy masses rolled from the shores 
of the North Atlantic far back beyond the Alleghanies, and 
when the most adventurous among them first gladdened 
their eyes with the gay prairies still farther westward, they 
found two great Indian races occupying the whole land from 
the ocean to the Mississippi, and from the valleys of Ten- 
nessee to the frozen regions of Northern Canada, South- 
ward of these limits were the Mobilian tribes, of whom the 
CIterolcees, Chiekamws, and others have since adopted to 
some extent the customs of the whites, while west of the 
Father of Waters were the great Dakota race, whose prin- 
cipal representatives, the Siowx, still roam in savage freedom 
over the prairies, a terror to all who cross their path. 

The two races, who, as stated a few lines above, occupied 
the whole northeastern portion of the United States and a 
large part of Canada, were the Iroquois and the Algonquim. 
Though the former were the most celebrated and the most 
powerful, the latter were by far the most numerous; in fact, 
as has been truly said, the former were like an island amid 
the vast hordes of Algonquiu» around. The five confederate 
tribes of the /foyuo/s, commonly known as the Five Nations 
(afterwards the Six Nations), occupied a strong position, 
extending from the banks of the Hudson nearly to those 
of the Niagara, protected on the north by the waters of 
Lake Ontario, on the south by the mountains of Pennsyl- 
vania, and now comprising the heart of the great Empire 
State. The Wyandots, or Eurons, before mentioned, were 
an outlying branch of the same race, but hostile to the 
great confederacy; while the Tuscaroras were a friendly 
oflshoot in the South, who afterwards became the sixth of 
the Six Nations. 

Aside from these, the woods and prairies far and near 
swarmed with the diverse tribes of the Algonqm'n race; 
Ahenaquis m Canada, Pequots and Narraganselli in New 
England, Delawares in Pennsylvania, Skaymees in Ohio^ 
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Miariiis in Ohio and Indiana, Illinois in the territory of the 
State which still bears their name, Sauks, Foxes, and Meno- 
monees in the country west of Lake Michigan, while the 
great peninsula of Michigan, and some neighboring sections, 
were occupied by the Ojibicfiys, or Ckippewas, the Ottamas, 
and the tribe which is the especial subject of this chapter, 
the Pnttawnttamies. All these, though sundered far apart, 
and often warring desperately among themselves, have been 
shown by students of their characteristics to have belonged 
to one great stock, and to have spoken various dialecta of one 
language. They outnumbered the Five Nations of Iroquois 
more than ten to one ; yet such was the superior skill, 
sagacity, and prowess of the confederates that they were 
able to defeat their disunited foes ono after the other, till 
none could stand before them, and the terror of their name 
spread over half the continent. Even the WyandnU, 
though of the same race, and almost equal in numbers, 
lacked the ferocious energy of the Five Nations, and were 
driven before them as deer are driven before the screaming 
panther. 

The three tribes of Algonquin stock just mentioned, 
the Oji/iwai, the Ottawiia, and the Pottawatlamies, were 
in the forepart of the eighteenth century united in a rude 
confederacy, somewhat similar to the celebrated league of 
the Iroquois, but far less thorough and less potent. The 
dialects of the three tribes differed less even than was 
usual among the various branches of the Algonqmii race, 
and, notwithstanding some differences of inflection, the 
members could understand each other without the aid of 
an interpreter. 

The OJihwas, outnumbering both tiio other two tribes 
combined, dwelt in the frozen region of Lake Superior, 
where their descendants still chase the elk and moose amid 
the gloomy pines, and spear their finny prey over the 
sides of frail canoes, rocked on the boiling waters of the 
Saut Sainte Marie. The Ollawas, who had fled from 
Canada before the hatred of the all-conquering Iroqvois, 
had their principal headquarters in the vicinity of Detroit 
and St. Clair Rivers, where, after the erection of Fort Pon- 
chartrain by their French friends, they felt comparatively 
secure from their terrible enemies. Finally, the domain of 
the Potlatoattamies, the subject of these chapters, stretched 
from the vicinity of Chicago around the head of Lake Michi- 
gan, northward to the mouth of the Kalamazoo or beyond, 
while to the eastward it extended so as to include the valleys 
of the St. Joseph, the Kalamazoo, and other streams which 
flow into Lake Michigan from the central portion of the 
peninsula. 

The exact period at which the I'ottawiltamies established 
themselves in the valley of the St. Joseph is unknown. 
Unless La Salle was mistaken, the Miamis occupied the 
banks of the St. Joseph in 1678, at which time the Patla- 
ioallamies are believed to have been mostly in the vicinity 
of Green Bay. It is certain, however, that they were in 
the St. Joseph Valley in 1721 (having probably established 
themselves there about the beginning of the century), and 
there they remained until within the memory of men still 

It will be understood, however, that the location of the 
T.Lrious tribes of the Iroquoit and Algonquin races at that 



distant period can only be given with approximate correct- 
ness. Their boundaries were constantly changing. Trib^ 
were frequently driven by the fortunes of war from the 
homes of their fathers, or even blotted from the list of 
forest nationalities. Sometimes they changed their locali- 
ties in search of more abundant game, and sometimes no 
, cause but caprice could be assigned for their migrations. 
Not only did whole tribes occasionally change their loca- 
tions, but in many cases outlying clans dwelt at a long 
distance from the parent tribe, being sometimes surrounded 
by the villages of other nations. Thus, though the main 
body of the Pollawa/lamiea were to be found as early as 
1721 stretching from the head of Lake Michigan eastward 
to the head of the St. Joseph River, there were for a con- 
siderable lime two or three detached villages in the vicinity 
of Detroit, and others in the neighborhood of Green 
Bay. 

Besides these more permanent changes of location, the 
several hands of which each nation was composed were, 
even in time of peace, constantly migrating to and fro over 
the domain which unquestionably belonged to their tribe. 
In summer they raised corn, (that is, the squaws did) in 
one place, in winter they hunted in another, perhaps a 
hundred miles distant, and in spring they visited still 
another location for the purpose of fishing ; usually but 
not always returning to their former ground to raise and 
harvest their crops. Yet, notwithstanding these various 
changes by which the Pottamillamies were more or less 
affected, they continued for over a century and a quarter 
the masters of the territory composing this county, and 
their bloody record is perhaps quite as deserving of being 
embodied in history as are those of several other con- 
querors. 

While, however, the admirers of a^jbring adventure and 
desperate conflict may find something of interest in the 
story of an Indian tribe, it would be hopeless for the lover 
of romance to seek there for aught to gratify his taste. No 
truthful delineation can present the Indian as a romantic 
character. Apathetic in an extraordinary degree in regard 
to the softer passions, it is seldom, indeed, that love sways 
his actions, although the slightest cause is liable to arouse 
him to the direst fury of hate. He had rather capture one 
scalp than a dozen hearts. 

The Pottnwatlaviie inherited the usual characteristics of 
the Indian, and especially of the Algonquin race. Less ter- 
rible in battle, less sagacious in council, than the men of the 
Five Nations, he was, nevertheless, like the rest of his red 
brethren, a brave, hardy, and skillful warrior, an astute man- 
ager so far as his knowledge extended, generally a faithful 
friend, and invariably a most implacable enemy. His own 
time he devoted to war, the chase, or idleness, abandoning 
to the women the labor of raising his scanty supplies of 
Indian corn, pumpkins, and beans, of transportjng hb house- 
hold goods from point to point, and every other burden 
which he could possibly impose upon her weary shoulders. 

He lived in the utmost freedom which it is possible to 
imagine, consistent with any civil or military organization 
whatever. His sachems exercised little authority exeept to 
declare war and make peace, to determine on the migrations 
of the tribe, and to give wiae couns^ allaying any ill feol- 
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inga which might arise among the people. There was no 
positive law compelling obedieoce. 

Eveii when war was declared there was no way by which 
the braves could be compelled to take the war-path. Any 
war-chief could drive a stake in the ground, dance the war- 
dance around it, strike his Wmahawk into it with a yell of 
deSance, and call for volunteers to go forth against the foe.. 
If bis courage or capacity were doubted, lie obtained but few 
followers. If he were of approved valor and skill, a laiger 
number would grasp their tomahawks in response to his ap- 
peal; while, if he were a chieftain distinguished far and wide 
for deeds of blood and craft, the whole nation would spring 
to arms, and all its villages would resound with the terrific 
notes of the war-song, chanted by hundreds of frenzied 
brav^. 

With followers few or many, the chief went forth against 
the foe. But he could not compel their obedience a mo- 
ment longer than they ehoae to give it, and no punishment 
bat disgrace awaited the recreant who deserted his leader 
in the hour of his utmost need. The most extreme penaitj 
only consisted in giving the dishonor due the dastard a 
visible form, by enveloping him in the garments of a woman 
and compelling him to perform the menial labors usually 
performed by the weaker ses. But to an Indian, accus- 
tomed to look down on his si^uaw a^ infinitely bslow him, 
this would be the most terrible of iiifiictions. 

As is well known, the original weapons of the Indians 
were bows and arrows (the latter tipped with flint), war- 
clubs, stone tomahawks, and scalping-knives also made of 
sharpened flints. But, -stubborn as thoy were in repelling 
all the arts of civiiiaation offered by the whites, ihey 
grasped eagerly at the formidable implements of war 
brought across the Atlantic. Iron tomahawks und scalp- 
ing-knives could be cheaply manufiietured, and soon an 
ample supply of them was furnished by the Dutch and 
English to the Iroquois, and by the French to the numer- 
008 tribes of the A/^onquin race under the influence of 
that subtle people. 

Guns and ammunition were more costly, but the Indian 
longed for them with a love second only to his passion for 
whisky, and, despite occasional prohibitions by the colonial 
authorities on either side, the best warriors and hunters in 
the various tribes were Boon provided with these deadly in- 
struments of slaughter. In fact, whenever war was threat- 
ened between the French and Knglisb, both parties were 
eager to enlist all the Indian allies they could, and furnished 
muskets and gunpowder with a free bund. 

Armed and equipped, clad only in a breech-clout, but 
covered from head to foot with paint disposed in the most 
hideons figures, his head crested with feathers of the wild 
birds he had slain, the Indian went forth on the war-path, 
If the band was a small one, it lurked in the vicinity of the 
hostile villages until a still smalior number of the enemy 
eould be caught at a distance from their friends. These 
w&K, if possible, shot down from an ambush (for under no 
eircumstauces will an Indian run any risk which it is possi- 
ble to avdd), their scalps were stripped off with eager 
haste, and the victors fled towards their homes at their 
utmost speed. 

If the whole nation turned out in arms, they might 



attempt the total destruction of their enemy ; but even then 
surprise was generally an essential element of success. 
Hurrying forward by unfrequented paths, or plunging 
through the trackless forest, guided only by the sun and 
the well-known courees of the streams, the little army 
reached the neighborhood of the foe. Carefully conceal- 
ing their approach, they waited an opponunitj for attack, 
which was usually made at night. When their unsuspect- 
ing victims were wrapped in slumber, the whole crowd of 
painted demons would burst in among them, using musket, 
knife, and tomahawk with furious zeal, and striking terror 
to every heart with the fiendish sound of war-whoops 
shrieked from a thousand throats. The torch was applied 
to the frail cabins of the unhappy people, and men, women 
and children were stricken down in indiscriminate slaughter 
by the lurid light of their blaaing homes. 

When the first fury of savage hato had been satiated, 
prisoners were taken, but these were frequently destined 
to a fate far more terrible than the speedy death from which 
they had escaped. Bound with thongs and loaded with 
burdens, they were ui^ed on with remorseless speed toward 
the home of their captors, and if, enfeebled by wounds or 
sickness, they lugged behind, the ready tomahawk put an 
end to their miseries. But if the prisoner, withstanding 
the hiirdahips of the march, was brought alive to the wig- 
wams of the victors, and especially if he were a weli-known 
warrior, human fancy never painted a more awful doom 
than that which awaited him, save where it has described 
the tortures of the damned in another world. 

As a sportive preliminary the victim was required to run 
the gauntlet, when a hundred malicious foes, both male 
and female, ranged on either side, flung stones, clubs, toma- 
hawks, and every other possible missile at bis naked form, 
as he dashed with the energy of despair between their 
furious ranks. Then, unless he was saved by unexpected 
lenity, came the fiercer agony of the stake, prolonged some- 
times for hours and even for days, accompanied by all the 
refinements of torment which a baleful ingenuity could 
invent, yet supported with unsurpassable fortitude by the 
victim, who often shrieked his defiant death-song even 
amid the last convulsions of his tortured frame. 

Yet women, children, and youths were frequently saved 
from this horrible fate to be adopted into the tribe of their 
captors, and even men sometimes shared the same lenity. 
What is remarkable is that as soon as it was decided thus 
to receive a captive into the ti'ibe, all appearances of hate 
seemed immediately to disappear ; the best of all the forest 
luxuries was placed before the honored guest, the costliest 
blankets were spread over his shoulders, and the softest 
couches of fur were spread for his wearied limbs. Either 
because the change was so great from the expected torture 
to the kindly adoption, or because the captors knew so well 
whom to choose as recipients of their indulgence, it was 
very seldom that the latter attempted to escape from their 
new alliances. Nay, even young white men and women, 
thus adopted into the ranks of the savages, frequently 
became so well satisfied with forest life as to resist every 
inducement afterwards oflTered them to return to their coun- 
trymen. 
Such were some of the salient cluti 
I losiod 
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North American Indians, sliareJ by the Pottawallamivs, 
the subject of these chapters. Those characteristics were 
common to the Algonquin, and Iroquois races, the principal 
difference being in the greater intensity with which they 
were manifested by the latter. The Shawnee was subtle in 
war ; the Iroquois was Still more so. The Ottawa was cold 
and haughty toward others, but he was met by still greater 
coldness and haughtiness on the part of the Iroquois. The 
PotfawaUamie, the confederate of the Ottawa, was brave 
and ferocious, but he was surpassed both in bravery and 
ferocity by the terrible warriors of the Five Nations. 

In speaking of Indians the term "nation" is generally 
used as syiiouymous with tribe, and to the civilized car the 
word carries an idea of lai^e numbers, confirmed by the 
immense range of Indian operations, and the terror which 
they inspired on the frontiers. Yet the celebrated Five 
Nations, in the height of their power, numbered altogether 
but two or three thousand warriors, the Wyandot branch 
of the Iroquois had about the same number, and the various 
tribes of Algoiiquin lineage were proportionally small. As 
near as can be ascertained, the Pottawattainies at the begin- 
ning of the eighteenth century numbered about eight hun- 
dred warriors, including those of Illinois and Wisconsin. 
As has been said, they were linked in a loose confederacy 
with the more numerous Ottawat and Chtppewas, but the 
Pottawattamie* were the only tribe sufficiently connected 
with this county to make their acts a subject of interest in 
tliis work. The others will not be mentioned except wlieu 
the story of their savage deeds is necessarily intermingled 
with the record of the Pottawattamies. To that record we 
now address ourselves. 

It was near the beginning of the eighteenth century that 
the Jesuits, who had obtained almost a monopoly of mission- 
ary work in French America, established the mission of St. 
Joseph at the mouth of the river of that name, and under 
the shadow of the little post maintained on the site selected 
byLaSalle. In 1712, Father Marest describes the mission 
as being iu a very flourishing condition. Whatever might 
have been the success of the holy fathers in the task of 
Christianizing the Indians there is no doubt that they ob- 
tained a great personal influence over them, which the 
priesbi naturally used to cement their friendship for France. 
Numerous other influences were also brought to bear by the 
adroit managers who, in various capacities, represented the 
Gallic people on the upper lakes, and the friendship of the 
Pottawattamies was thoroughly demonstrated in the year 
just named, 1712. 

In May of that year, a lai^e body of Sacs, Poxes, and 
Matcoutins, tribes of Algonquin lineage but at enmity 
with the other nations of that race (and supposed to he 
acting under the influence of the Iroquois, the inveterate 
foes of the French), suddenly appeared before Fort Pon- 
chartrain, threw up some rude breastworks, and attempted 
to destroy, the post. On the thirteenth of the month a 
fierce assault was made, and, though not at first successful, 
it was maintained with such energy and by such numbers 
that the little garrison of twenty soldiers was placed in a 
situation of great danger. 

But while the wearied Frenchmen were husbanding their 
scanty resources in expectation of a still more deadly ou- 



slaught, their ears were saluted by hundreds of savage war- 
whoops, and a lai^e body of friendly Wg/mdots, Otlawaa, 
and Pottawaflatnim burst from the forest, and flung them- 
selves impetuously upon the startled besiegers of the fort. 
The latter resisted to the best of their ability, and for a 
short time the battle-field resounded with the shouts of the 
contestants, the constant rattle of musketry, the groans of 
the wounded, and now and then with the terrific scalp- 
halloo of some successful brave as he tore the coveted 
trophy from the head of his victim. But, aided by the 
fire of the garrison, the rescuing party were soon completely 
successful, and the Sacs, Foxes, and Mascoulim fled in 
ultcr rout through the forest. 

The vengeance of the victors, in accordance with Indian 
custom, was viwted alike upon men, women, and children ; 
from eight hundred to a thousand of whom were slain. So 
great was the injury inflicted that the Pom nation was re- 
poited to be completely destroyed. This was not the case, 
but it was compelled to flee to the west side of Lake Michi- 
gan, where it lotig remained, being distinguished by the 
peculiar bitterness borne by its members toward the French. 
On the other hand, the friendship thus cemented between 
the French and the PoflawatKnmes, Otlawa*, and Wymt- 
tfots endured through more than half a century of varied 
fortunes, and was scarcely severed when throughout Canada 
and the West the Gallic flag went down in hopeless defeat 
before the conquering English. 

During the thirty years following the event just men- 
tioned, there are but few and scanty records to show the 
acts of the Pottawattamies. They continued to cultivate 
their little patches of corn, and to hunt the deer through 
the forests of Southern Michigan and around the head of 
the lake of that name, generally exohauging their surplus 
furs with their friends, the French, for blankets, calicoes, 
gilt ornaments, guns, powder, and brandy. To the honor 
of the Jesuits, it should be said that they steadily opposed 
the sale of this last commodity to the Indians, braving the 
enmity of the most powerful officials in so doing. But 
although the Canadian voyngeur or Indian trader was a 
good Catholic, who would regularly confess his sins and 
practice the severest penances imposed by his priests, yet 
even their potent influence was instiflicient to keep him 
from grasping the enormous profits made by selling ardent 
spirits to the Indians. Civic functionaries, commandants 
of posts, and every one else who had the means, were 
alike eager to share these dubious gains, and all the tribes 
connected with the French, like those in comuiunieuiion 
with the English, became deeply infected with the fatal 
thirst for spirituous liquors, which has been the greatest 
bane of their race. 

But although the Pottawattamies usually traded with 
the French, yet when the English opened a trading-house 
at Oswego, on Lake Ontario, in 1727, many of their num- 
ber, with other denizens of the upper-lake region, found 
their way thither with their furs, having discovered that 
the Bnglbh gave much better bargains in the Indians' 
necessities of powder and whisky than did the French, It 
will be understood that there were no commission mer- 
chants in those days, by whom packages of beaver-^kius 
and otter-skins could ix sent to Oswego or Uontre^ ibr 
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sale. The adventurous Pottawutlamie Iiuiiter who wanted 
to drive a better bargain than iie could make at the fron- 
tier posts must launch hia frail canoe, with its load of furs, 
on the waters of the St. Joseph or the Raisin, follow the 
tortuous course of the river to Lake Michigan or Lake 
Erie, coast cautiousl; down those irilund seas to the Ni- 
agara, carry his little vessel around the great cataract, 
launch it again upon the bosom of Ontario, and at length 
make his toilsome way to Oswego or Frontenac. Having 
made the customary escliange for powder, blankets, cali- 
coes, and brandy, he must return by the same route, not 
only braving the hardships of the voyage but the dan^r 
of ambush by the dreaded Jroqitois; for though there were 
intervals of peace between the " fierce democracies" of the 
East and the West, yet there was always danger that some 
wandering band of warriors would seek vengeance for old 
but unfoi^tten injuries upon any less powerful squad 
whom fortune might throw in their path. 

The greater part of the Indian trade, however, was car- 
ried on by the French coureurs de hoix, a wild and hardy 
race, who adopted, to a great extent, the Indian customs, 
formed Indian alliances of more or less permanence, and 
through whom the French influence was constantly ex- 
tended over the nations of Algonquin race. In 1736 the 
French local authorities reported to the home govern- 
ment that they exercised authority 0¥er a hundred and 
three tribes, numbering sixteen thousand warriors and 
e^hty-two thousand souls. This authority was very vague 
and precarious, and might more properly have been de- 
scribed as influence ; and yet it was a very real assistance 
to the French in their constant rivalry with the Knglish. 

In 1744, after a thirty years' peace, war broke out be- 
tween those two great nations, and each at once summoned 
their Indian allies to the war-patb. Far and wide, through 
Canada and the Great West, the French officials labored to 
stir up the passions of the Algonquin braves, while the 
English sought the aid of the Iroqiwis, much fewer in 
number, but more daring in spirit and more compact in 
organization. 

Bands of all the Northwestern tribes made frequent and 
most murderous assaults on the frontiers of Pennsylvania 
and Vii^inia, inflicting the most terrible cruelties upon the 
settlers, and suffering scarcely less in return, when they fell 
into the hands of the fierce borderers, who hated the red 
men as the Jews hated the heathen whose lands they had 
seized. Other hands made their way over the long course 
te Montreal, received full equipments there, and then, 
sometimes under their own chiefs, sometimes under French 
partisan offieera, went forth to harry the frontiers of New 
York and New England. 

In 1745, one of the numerous records made by the 
Canadian officials states that fifty " Poulewatamies," fifteen 
Puans, and ten Illinois came to go to war. Another 
memorandum, dated August 22, the same year, mentions 
tlie arrival of thirty-eight Outavsoie (Ottawas) of Detroit, 
seventeen Savtemes, twenty-four Harons, and fourteen 
" PoufeioalaTnies." The French records show the send- 
ing out of not less than twenty marauding expeditions 
against the colonists of New Hampshire, Massachusetts) 
and New York in one year, and chronicle their dismal re- 



turn with scalps and prisoners. The colonial governments 
did their best to retaliate in kind, but the small number of 
their only allies, the Iroquois, made it impracticable to 
equal the atrocities of the French. 

The war lasted four years, consisting principally of such 
predatory excursions, during which the French accounts 
make frequent mention of the " Poatewatamtet" as active 
in gaining whatever glory could be reaped from those fero- 
cious achievements. The contest was closed, however, in 
1748, by the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, and again the Potta- 
■waUiimie braves were forced to content themselves with 
warfare with other tribes, save when occasionally a small 
band could make a stealthy foray against the settlers of 
Pennsylvania, which would be promptly disowned by the 
wily old sachems of the tribe, as the act of some "bad 
young men." 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE POTTAWATTAMIBS-(ContiQUedl. 

The Crisis— Beginning of Wat— The Threo E.fpeditiona of 1765— 
Braddook'B Advance— Indians at Fott Duqueane— Beaujeu In- 
duces them to follow Him— Attnok npon the BrltiBh~Dea(ieralB 
Bnttli— The Britisb routed— Fiendish Orgies— The Indians atUcli 
the Frontiers— Other Indian Operations- Defeat of Grant— PoCo- 
vxtmmia at Port Niagara- Their Defeat— Fall of Quebec— Rogers 
talies Posaeasion of Detroit— Indian Dialike of the English— Tha 
Conspiraoj of Pontiao— Number of (he PoHdioaHonHPi— Pontiao'a 
Schemes— Hia Treachery expoaed— The Atlaok— The Siege— Cap- 
ture of Fort St. Joseph-^ The Pullaaallamie, make Pesce— Baltio 
of Bloody 'Ran—PottamaUamies take Part— The Britiah defeated 
—FoUamattamita, etc., attack a VeBsel- Indians off to Hunt- 
Pontiao withdraws— End of the Siege— Qen. Bradstreet comca np 
the Lakes with Armj— General Submission of the Tribes— Britiah 
I'oats re-established- Sir William Johnson's Taotlc« with the Pol- 
(ciiM!(nw.e»— An Indian Speech— Fate of Pontiac— The Revouge 
of the NoMhera Indians. 

The long and almost constant struggle between the 
French and English for the mastery of North America 
was rapidly approaching a crisis. The former, having se- 
cured an influence over the Indians throughout the West, 
and having established a line of forts and trading-posts by 
way of Lake Erie, Lake Michigan, and the Mississippi 
River, were now anxious to crowd still more closely on the 
English, and to establish an interior line from Lake Erie 
to the forks of the Ohio (now Pittsburgh) and thence down 
the river to the Mississippi. The slower English colonists, 
absorbed with the work of chopping, and plowing, and build- 
ing houses, were yet determined to prevent a proceeding 
which would have brought a line of hostile posts almost to 
their doors. 

In 1754, Major George Washington, in command of a 
body of rangers who were guarding the frontiers of Vir- 
ginia, attacked and defeated a detachment of French and 
Indians who were apparently acting as spies upon hira, thus 
a war destined to convulse two continents, to 
flag of France from the greater part of North 
America, and te pave the way for the American Revolution 
and American independence. Little more was done that 
year than to fight a few inconsequent skirmishes, and te 
terrify the frontier with a few savage deeds of Wpodj,^^ i ^ 
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But in 1755 desperate eserliona were made on both 
Bides to accomplish great results. The English planned to 
send three armies agaiast three prominent French posts; 
one, under Geo. Johnson (afterwards Sir William John- 
son), against Crown Point, od Lake Champlain; one, 
under Gen. Shirley, against Fort Niagara, at the mouth 
of the Niagara River ; and one, the most formidable of all, 
was to be led against Fort Duquesne, at the forks of tiie 
Ohio, by Maj.-Gen, Edward Braddock, who was sent over 
to be commander-in-chief of all the British forces in 
America. The French, on the other hand, though com- 
paratively few in numbers, were more vigilant and active 
than their adversaries, and depended much on the aid they 
could obtain from the swarms of Indians in their interest, 
whom they made strenuous and quite successful efforts to 
attach to their standard. 

The expedition against Fort Niagara broke down before 
reaching that post. The one under Gen, Johnson, though 
*it did not capture or even attack Crown Point, yet resulted 
in a decided victory over the combined French and Indian 
force under Baron Dieskau, on the shores of Lake George, 
in the northeastern part, of Now York, Considering the 
custom among the Western Indians of making their way in 
small bands to Montreal to take part in operations against 
the English, it is quite probable that some of our '^Poufe- 
watamies" wore actors under Dieskau in the battle of Lake 
George ; but as it is not certain, and as their mode of ope- 
ration can be sufficiently understood by <Aserving their acts 
on a more celebrated field where they were unquestionably 
present, we turn at once to the sadly- celeb rated expedition 
under Gen, Braddock. 

It was early in June, 1755, that that brave, but conceited 
and thick-headed, commander led forth an army of some two 
thonsand men from the frontiers of Pennsylvania, and took 
the road toward Fort Duquesne. Small as that number 
may seem to the reader of thb generation, Braddock com- 
manded one of the largest forces that had yet been assem- 
bled in North America, and high hopes were entertained of 
its achievements. It was mostly composed of British regu- 
lars, with a few Virginia and Pennsylvania riflemen, and as 
the scarlet columns strode proudly along the narrow forest 
pathway, their commander did not doubt for a moment that 
they would easily accomplish the task which had been al- 
lotted them. After a considerable part of the distance had 
been traveled, the general, by the advice of his aide-de-camp, 
Col. Washington, moved forward with twelve hundred men 
and some light artillery, leaving the rest of the army to fol- 
low at a slower pace. 

Meanwhile the alarmed French, unable to bring any con- 
siderable number of troops ta Fort Duquesne, had strained 
every nerve to draw thither a sufficient force of Indians to 
repel the assailants. But though it was easy to persuade 
numerous savages to go forth in little bands against the hap- 
less colonists, it was far more difficult to concentrate a con- 
siderable force for the purpose of defending a fort against 
a British army. An Indian, as a rule, has a great aversion 
to facing a large, organized army, and an equally strong 
dislike of being shut up in a fort. According to Sargent's 
" History of Braddook's Expedition," — the best authority to 
be found on the subject, — there were sis hundred and thirty- 



gathered at Fort Duquesne. These 
comprised Abenakis and Caughnawigas, from Canada ; 
Shavmm, from Ohio ; Chippewas, OUavias, and Piitta- 
watiamies, from Michigan ; and some smaller bands, all 
friendly to the French, but all alarmed at the superior force 
of the English, as reported by their scouts. Besides these, 
there were seventy-two regular French soldiers and a hun- 
dred and forty-six Canadian militia, making a total, as near 
as can be ascertained, of eight hundred and fifly-five com- 
batants. 

The post was under the command of Capt. Confreeoeur, 
of the French array. Knowing the superior force of 
Braddock, and the indisposition of the Indians to engage 
in a r^ular siege, Contrecteur was half disposed to abandon 
the post and descend the Ohio, But among the French 
officers was one who was thoroughly accustomed to forest 
warfare, and who possessed extraordinary influence over the 
Indians. This was Capt, Boaujou, who, on learning of the 
near approach of Braddock, boldly proposed to lead forth 
the Indians and Canadians and endeavor to surprise or 
ambush the too-confident English. The commander re~ 
luctantly gave his consent. 

Beaujeu then hastened among his Indian friends. Call- 
ing together the chiefs, he flung down a tomahawk before 
them, harangued them in that Algonquin, tongue with 
which all their dialects were affiliated, and offered to lead 
them at once against the red-eoats, who were coming to rob 
them of their lands. But all shrank back from this daring 
. Shawneeg, Ottawa), and Pottawattamiet alike 
the challenge, declaring tliat the English were too 
strong for such an attempt. Again Beaujeu appealed to 
their friendship for the French, their hatred against the 
English, their pride in their own valor. But still in vain. 

" Does our father think we are fools," exclaimed the 
chiefs, " that we should go forth against the red soldiers, 
when they are more numerous than the leaves of the 
forest?" 

Yet once more Beaujeu essayed the powers of his elo- 
quence. He painted more vividly than before the steady 
encroachment of the English on the Indian lands, til! every 
face was black with hatred ; depicted, with all the pathos be 
could command, the friendship which had always existed 
between the French and the tribes of Algonquin race ; 
pointed out the ease with which from behind trees and 
locks they could shoot down the clumsy red-eoats ; and 
dilated on the rich harvest of booty and scalps they could 
gather, till the bolder chiefs clutched their tomahawks with 
a passion that could scarcely be restrained. Then Beanjeu 
capped the climax of his elw^uence by exclaiming, — 

" I am determined to go to-morrow though not a chief 
dare follow me ! Will you allow your fether to go alone 
against your enemies while you remain in safety here?" 

This bold declaration turned the wavering balance in the 
minds of his savage hearers; the bravest among them 
sprang forward, brandishing their tomahawks and asserting 
their readiness to follow their fethcr Beaujeu wherever be 
might lead, and the contagion of generous rashness soon ""' 
spread through all the crowd. In a few inomenra ail were 
thronging around Beaujeu with shouts of defianoi I^HUQM 
the red-coats, and in a few more they were awajr MWut 
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their followers, arousing their passions b; tlie same arts 
which Beanjcu had employed upon themselves. Late that 
night the nar-daoce was danced in a score of Indian camps, 
and Potlatvaftamies, Ottawax, Shaumees, J?elawares, Ahen- 
a/cig, worked themselves into a frenzy of valor by their own 
shrieks, contortions, and harangues. 

The neit morning, the fetal 9th of July, the scouts 
brought in the news that Bi-addock's army was on the 
move, and was crossing the Monongahela from the eastern 
to the western aide, some twelve or fourteen miles from the 
fort. Shaicnees, Pottawafiamies, Abenaki's, and all their 
brethren were soon astir, the scenes of the previous night 
were reenacted, and the warriors, while making their few 
preparations, aroused each other's enthusiasm with shrieks, 
and shouts, and brandishing of tomahawks, and impromptu 
fragments of the war-dance, and brief rehearsals of their 
valorons deeds on former occasions. Contrecteur ordered 
keg^ of bullets and gunpowder to be broken open and placed 
at the gate of the fort, so that all the Indians might help 
thegiaelvcs. Thus amply furnished with ammunition, naked 
save the breech-clout and a long line of braided deer-hide 
wound around the waist, to which was suspended tomahawk, 
seal ping-knife, powder-horn, and bullet-pouch, the yelling 
bands hurried off into the forest. 

The hundred or more warriors of each tribe were under 
their own chief, nor does there seem to have been any unity 
of action among them, save through the partial obedience 
which they volnnlarily yielded to Contrecteur and Beaujeu. 
Tradition indeed asserts that the Otiawaswere led by the 
great chieftain whose name was in a few years to become a 
terror along a thousand miles of English frontier, the re- 
nowned Ponliac, and if so it is i^uite possible that the Chip- 
pewas and J'ottawattamies (who, as before stated, were 
loosely leagued in a warlike confederacy with the Oltawns) 
might have followed the same daring leader. There is, 
however, little evidence to support the tradition, and, unless 
influenced by the renown of some very distinguished chief, 
B of each tribe usually acted by themselves, and 
■s divided into still smaller bands. 

When Beaujeu had superintended the fitting out of his 
Indians, he set forth himself with aboiit two hundred white 
men, three-fourths Canadian militia and hunters, and the 
remaiuder French regulars, but regulars who had served 
long in America, and were well versed in the wiles of forest 
warfare. Contrecteur was left almost alone in the fort. 
Though the Indians had started first they were not disposed 
to get ahead of their father, Beaujen, and they speedily 
arranged themselves in irregular order on either side of the 
narrow road along which marched the little column of 
French and Canadians. As they neared the foe the yells 
with which they had excited each other's valor sank into 
silenoe, for the Indian invariably seeks the advantage of 
surprise. The second in command under Beaujeu was 
Jjcatetant, Dumas, and another partisan officer was Charles 
do I^i^ade, afterwards a resident of Green Bay, and by 
eome eenndered the principal pioneer of Wisconsin. He 
was especial distinguished for his influenoe over the 
Oftawat, Potlawattamien, and other Indians of the upper 
lakes. 

Beanjeu knew that about nine miles from Fort Duquesno 



the road coming from the south, after again crossing the 
Monongahela to the east side (on which the fort was situ- 
ated), wound upward te the heights above the stream, be- 
tween gloomy ravines with precipitous sides, such as are often 
seen in America, where tall trees growing at the bottom rise 
beside the almost perpendicular walls, their foliage mingling 
with the undergrowth at the top, thus concealing the abyss 
from the eyes of all hut the most observant woodsmen. It 
is supposed that he intended to place his men in ambush in 
these raTines and fire on the unsuspecting battalions of Brad- 
dock after they had partially marched through the defile. 
He hurried forward at areat speed, but the preparations had 
taken up so much time that, if such was hn intention, he 
was a little too late to carry it fnlly into effect As he and 
his foremost men reached the ihthmus between the two 
ravines, a little after noon, the languard of the British 
army came into view only i few rods distant The biog- 
rapher of De LangKde declares that, on discovering thi? 
fact, Beaujeu was unwilling to make an attack, and that 
the former was obliged to ply him with argument and en- 
treaties for Keverjl minutes before he would consent to go 
forward. Be that as it may, the order was soon given, and 
French, Canadians, and Indians plunged forward at full 

One of the English perceived Beaujeu, clad in border- 
fashion in a fringed hunting-shirt, springing forward with 
long bounds, closely followed by his Canadians, while the 
dark forms of the Indians could barely be seen on either 
side gliding at equal speed through the forest. Almost at 
the same moment the French leader halted and waved his 
hat. The Canadians formed an irregular line across the 
road, and began firing briskly on those British who were in 
sight, while the Indians, ouce more raising the war-whoop, 
sprang into the ravines on either side, and plied their musk- 
ets with equal vigor. 

A detachment of grenadiers, under Lieut.-Col. Thomas 
Gage (afterwards the celebrated Gen. Gage, commanding 
the British troops at Boston at the beginning of the Revo- 
lution), formed the principal part of the vanguard. They 
returned the fire of the Canadians, and one of the first 
shots killed Capt. Beaujen, on whom the whole enterprise 
seemed to depend. His men were in truth greatly dis- 
couraged, and when some artillery, brought forward by 
Braddock, made the hills and forests re-echo with its tre- 
mendous voilcya, the Indians (who are usually very timor- 
ous about facing the big guns) were on the point of fleeing. 
But Humns, the second in command, quickly rallied his 
men after the fall of Beaujeu, and the Indians soon dis- 
covered that they were almost completely screened from 
artillery fire by their position in the ravines. 

They could establish themselves close to the top, clinging 
to the bushes and small trees, and, barely lifting their fierce 
faces above the level, could fire, in almost complete security, 
at the red battalions which crowded' the road a few rods 
away, while the great cannon-balls crashed above them, cut- 
ting the limbs from hundreds of trees, but hardly slaying a 
single warrior. The artillerists were shot down at their 
guns, and the infantry fell by the score. They were ex- 
tremely frightened by seeing that the fire, as was said, 
" came out of the ground at their feet," 
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gether in crowds, firing their muskets in the air, and offer- 
ing the best possible mark for their unseen foea. The 
Indians soon saw the dismay they were causing, and their 
own courage became proportionately inflated. They spread 
themselves down tlie ravines, enveloping the colunm in a 
murderous line of fire on both aides, while themseives scl- 
dont exposing more than a head or an arm. 

In vain the British officers, with unquestioned bravery, 
endeavored to encourage their terrified soldiers ; in vain 
Braddock himself rushed into the thickest of the fire, where 
five horses were successively shot under him as he tried to 
form his men in the prim array suited to European warfare ; 
in vain young Col. Washington rode to and fro, seconding 
the efforts of his chief with far more wisdom, having like- 
wise two horses killed under him and his clothes riddled 
with bullets ; in vain the three companies of Virginia rifle- 
men, preserving something like composure amid the terrific 
scene, fought in Indian style from behind the trees; neither 
valiant example, nor military authority, nor the hope of self- 
preservation could inspire with courage that demoralized 
throng. 

When it has been impracticable to fight Indians in their 
own fashion, good commanders have sometimes driven 
them from their coverts with the bayonet, as the red men 
generally have a wholesome horror of cold steel. Both 
Wayne at the Miami and Harrison at Tippecanoe pursued 
these tactics with great success. But either Braddock did 
not think of this or his men would not go forward, and the 
Indians continued to maintain their strong position in the 



At iength, after three hours' fighting, after the genera! 
had been mortally wounded and borne from the field, after 
Gage and Gates (the future conqueror of Saratoga) had 
also been severely wounded, after sixty-three officers out of 
eighty-sis, and over seven liundred men out of twelve 
hundred, had been killed or wounded, the remainder fled 
in a rabble rout across the Monougahela, hastened on for 
several days till they met the rear-guard, and in company 
with them pursued their oourae till they reached a safe 
retreat in Philadelphia. 

The French and Indians, who had suffered some loss, 
though it was trifling compared with that of their oppo- 
nents, only pursued their defeated foes to the river, and 
then spread themselves over the field to seek for booty and 
scalps. The Indiana feirly went crazy with their fiendish 
joy. A colonial prisoner previously captured, and held at 
Fort Duquesne, described them as rivaling Pandemonium 
itself on their return to that fortress at night. Hardly a 
warrior but had one or more scalps to adorn his girdle. 
Most of them had secured articles of clothing or other 
plunder from the dead or prisoners. All were covered with 
the blood of their unfortunate victims, and all were shriek- 
ing, whooping, leaping up and down, and brandishing their 
weapons in a perfect delirium of triumph. 

Here might be seen a stalwart Ottawa, naked as he went 
forth in the morning, save that upon his head was placed 
the plumed hat of a British officer ; there strode a haughty 
Pottawattamie., a red coat, dyed a deeper crimson by the 
blood of its late owner, buttoned across his brawny breast, 
a gold watch clutched in his baud to be gazed at with ad- 



miring but half-suspicious eyes, while two or three fair- 
haired scalps, suspended from the ramrod of his rifle, gave 
fearful evidence of the sorrow which that day had caused 
in far-off English homes. The glorious tragedy of battle 
never had a more hideous afterpiece of mingled folly and 
horror than was presented around Fort Duquesne at sunset 
on the 9th of July, 1755. Few prisoners were taken, and 
most of these suffered the awful, the almost indescribable, 
death at the stake, which Indian vengeance prescribes for 
their defeated foes. 

The defeat of Braddock, and consequent retreat of the 
whole army, unloosed the passions and dispelled the feara 
of all the Western Indians, — even of those who had not 
before taken up arms for the French, — and thousands of 
tomahawks were grasped in the hope of burying them in 
the brains of the hated English colonists, — -a hope, alas, 
too often fulfilled by the terrible reality. These predatory 
excursions constituted the principal part of the warfiu^ 
waged by the Western Indians during the two succeeding 
years. A few I\ittawaltamie» probably found their way to 
the armies of the Marquis de Montcalm, taking part with 
him in the capture of Oswego, in 1756, and in that of 
Fort William Henry and subsequent massacre, in 1757 ; 
but their numbers were so scant, and the part they played 
so unimportant, that it is needless to refer to it further 
here. 

In 1758, the Fotlawattamim, with the other Western 
Indians, were again summoned to the defenftof Fort Du- 
quesne, then threatened by the army of Gen. Fol-bes. Leas 
than a thousand warriors assembled there ; for while a single 
Indian tribe could keep a thousand miles of frontier in ter- 
ror, yet, owing to its small numbers and its extremely dem- 
ocratic organization, it could not, or would not, furnish any 
lat^ number of men for protracted military operations. 
They could hardly expect to repeat the surprise which de- 
stroyed Braddock, and the French commander was fully 
prepared to retreat if necessary ; yet, nevertheless, they 
did succeed in infiicling destruction on a considerable por- 
tion of the invading army. 

Maj. Grant, with a battalion of regulars, was sent for- 
ward by Gen. Forbes to reconnoitre, and to hold a safe 
position not fer from Port Duquesne. The major seems 
to have imbibed the idea that he could capture the fort 
without assistance, and carry off the honors alone. He 
accordingly marched up to within a very short distance of 
the French stronghold. Perhaps his desire was to tempt 
the enemy from his fastness; if so, he was only too suc- 
cessful. 

Suddenly the whole crowd of Otlawas, Pottawatlatniei, 
Shawnees, Delawares, etc., poured yelling from the fortress, 
supported by the few French and Canadian soldiers present. 
Hurrying forward, they flung themselves impetuously upon 
the startled Britons, and succeeded in breaking their ranks. 
Then swiftly succeeded the scenes of oonfueiou and panic 
so common when regular soldiers, under an incompetent 
commander, heard the terrible war-whoop sounding in, their 
ears, and saw the forest flashing fire in evety direction, 
while scarcely a single enemy appeared. Maj. ^^ot'a force 
was cut off almost to a man, and once more the (brest watr 
riors indulged in a carnival of malignant joy. 
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But Gen. Forbes was too cautions to bo surprised, and 
his force was too strong to be withstood, and when he ap- 
proached the fortress, previously so fiercely defended, the 
French and their Indian allies reluctantly retreated to their 
fastnesses still deeper in the forest. 

The next year, 1759, came the great and practically the 
fioal struggle between the French and English in North 
America. Charles de Langlade, the partisan commander 
before mentioned, was with Montcalm at Quebec, with a 
body of Indians from the lake region, among whom were 
doubtJess a band of Potlawatlamie warriors, as that tribe 
was represented at almost every point where there was any 
fighUng going on. The red men took an active part in 
some of the preliminary struggles around Quebec, but 
when the audacity and good fortune of Wolfe had placed 
the English on the open field of the Plains of Abraham 
there was no chance for Indian taotica, and even the French 
and Canadian levies were driven back in utter rout before 
the lead and steel of the British grenadiers. 

A few weeks before the fall of Quebec a well-appointod 
Anglo-American force, accompanied by a large body of Iro- 
quois warriors, appeared before Fort Niagara, one of the 
strongest of the French fortresses, and considered the key 
of the whole Western country. Its commander called on 
his brethren for reiief, and they responded promptly to his 
appeal. D'Aubry, the senior officer in the West, was at 
Venango, now in the State of Pennsylvania. With des- 
perate energy he called together every man he could mus- 
ter from Le "Bocuf, Presque Isle, Detroit, and other French 
posts on and near Lake Erie. The Western Indians had 
been in the habit of making these posts their headquarters, 
but since the fall of Fort Duquesne they had been less en- 
thuaiastio in their devotion to French interests. 

Nevertheless, by using all his efforts, D'Aubrj succeeded 
in gathering some six hundred of the Shawnete, Mtamts, 
FottawaUamies, etc., who had so often danced the war- 
dance and brandished the tomahawk in behalf of Prance. 
With these were joined near a thousand French and Cana- 
dian soldiers, hastily gathered for a final struggle in defense 
of French supremacy in the West. 

It was in the latter part of July that this motley band, 
in Indian canoes and French bateaux, coasted along the 
southern shore of Lake Brie, passed on down the Niagara, 
landed above the great cataract, and marched down to 
relieve the fort. But Sir William Johnson, who had be- 
come the commander of the besieging force, was not at all 
inclined to suffer the fate of Braddock. Well-apprised of 
the approach of his foe, he left a sufficient number to guard 
the trenches and matched forth to meet him. Soon the 
' two armies were engaged in deadly conflict. 

Seldom has a battle been fought with more picturesque 
surroundings, oronder more romantic circumstances. Beside 
the field of combat, but a hundred feet below, the mighty 
Niagara rolled through its darksome gorge, while scarcely 
out of hearing, to the southward, thundered the avalanche 
of waters which has made Niagara renowned throughout 
the world. There was everything to nerve the combatants 
on both sides to the most desperate stru^le. The fate of 
Canada was still hanging in the balance, hut few could doubt 
that if this stronghold should fall into the hands of the Eng- 



lish they would be able to control the upper lake country, 
whatever might become of the valley of the St. Lawrence. 

On either side were regular soldiers of the two greatest 
nations of the world, colonial levies of rude appearance, but 
skilled in all the mysteries of forest warfare, and naked 
Indians ready to split open each other's heads for the benefit 
of the Kuropean intruders, Here, while Englishmen were 
crossing bayonets with Frenchmen, and Canadians and New 
Yorkers were aiming their fatal weapons at each other's 
breasts, Shaiimees and Mohawks were also to be seen en- 
gaged in deadly conflict, the Onondaga fought hand to hand 
with the Ottawa, and the tomahawk of the brawny Potior 
waflamie from the banks of the St. Joseph heat down the 
knife of the scowling Cayuga from the shores of the pel- 
lucid lake which still perpetuates his memory. 

The contest was brief and decisive. The French and 
their red allies were utterly defeated, and chased for several 
miles through the woods ; their commander was wounded 
and taken prisoner, and a large portion of the whole force 
was either slain or captured. The fall of Fort Niagara 
speedily followed. The Indians who escaped returned in 
sorrow to their wigwams in the wilds of Ohio and Michigan, 
and gloomily awaited the result. 

The nest year the final blows were struck. Three armies 
were concentrated on Montreal, and the Marquis de Vau- 
dreuil, the governor-general of Canada, surrendered that 
province and all its dependenci^ to the English, including 
all the posts on the upper lakes and in the surrounding 
country. This wiB the formal act which made Michigan 
a British territory, though the cause of the transfer is to be 
sought where Wolfe snatched victory from the grasp of 
death, on the Plains of Abraham. 

Maj. Robert Rogers, a celebrated New Hampshire parti- 
san, was selected by the British general to lead a body of 
his rangera to take possession of Detroit, the same au- 
tumn. Arrived at that post, he found a band of Potta- 
wallamies just below the fort on the western side of the 
river, while the villages of the Wi/andole were to be seen 
opposite, and those of the Ottawas farther up, on what is 
now the American side. The fort was surrendered on 
presentation of a letter from the governor-general announ- 
cing the capitulation. All the warriors hailed the descent 
of the French flag with yells which might have been in- 
spired by anger, but were quite likely to have indicated 
only excitement over the change. 

The next year (1761), the posts at Michillimacinae, Saut 
Sainte Marie, Green Bay, and St. Joseph (where the St, 
Joseph River enters Lake Michigan) were also surrendered 
to the English. This practically consummated the transfer 
of Michigan to British rule. 

But the Indians of that territory were from the first ex- 
tremely restive at the presence of the English, and even 
the Jroguois began to think, when too late, that it would 
have been better to aid the French, and thus balance the 
greater power of the English. In July, 1761, a council 
was held near Detroit, at which the chieft of the- Ottawas, 
C/iippewas, Wi/andols, and Pottawatt amies met with dele- 
gates from the Six Nations, or at least a part of them, and 
at which it was half agreed to endeavor to surprise Detroit, 
Fort Pitt, and al! the other posts. The plot was disoovered, 
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however, before any conclusion was reached. It was ex- 
plained awaj as well as possible by the Indians, and the 
English paid very iittle attention to it. 

The iil-will among the Indians still continued. Tlie 
change was great from the subtle complaisance of the 
French, who veiled even acts of aggression with plausible 
pretexts and flattering words, to the bluff and contemptuous 
bearing of the English, who offended even when granting a 
lavor. The French traders, voyagenrs, and eoureurs de hois, 
who feared the rivalry of the English in their occupations, 
fanned the rising hatred of the red men by a thousand wild 
stories regarding the intention of the British to destroy 
them, and the certainty that the French king would again 
send an army to drive out the intruders. 

It was at this time that the celebrated Ollawa chief, 
Pontiac, conceived the idea of the great conspiracy with 
which his name has been permanently associated by the 
genius of Parkman, and in which the Foltawatlamie tribe 
bore a prominent part. Near the close of 1762, he sent 
ambassadors among al! the tribes, from the great lakes to 
the far south, to rouse them to united action 'igainst the 
English. But again the British got an kl n^ of he de 
sign, and the plot was postponed 

In February, 1763, a treaty of peace was finallj e g ed 
between Great Britain and Fran e tl e latter co firm n^ the 
transfer to England of Canada, inelud g M oh gin ud he 
Northwest, which had already been brought ibout ly he 
force of arms. The news of th s eve t 1 owever d d t 
reach Detroit until the following s mn er By heofon ^ 
of spring, Pontiac had nearly perfected his arrangements. 
The tribes of Indians living eastward, at a given time, were 
to assail ail the posts from the head of Lake Erie to Fort 
Niagara; the Chippeuxis were to carry Michiiiimacinac and 
Saut Sainte Marie, while Pontiac reserved to himself, with 
his Oftawcts and Podawaitamiet, the attack upon Detroit. 
To the Pottavialtamks was also assigned the capture of 
Fort St. Joseph. 

Sir William Johnson, who about this period made a 
careful estimate of the numbers of all the tribes of the 
north, fixed the number of Pottawattamie warriors in 
Michigan at three hundred and fifty, one hundred and fifty 
being temporarily located at Detroit and two hundred being 
in the St. Joseph Valley. It is probable, however, that the 
number of the latter portion was somewhat latger, as Sir 
William had no chance to examine them, and the maps of 
the period show the valley to have been the principal home 
of the tribe. Doubtless it seems as if three hundred and 
fifty warriors or even three times as many were a very 
email number to write a long chapter about, yet a few hun- 
dred Indians can make a terrible commotion. The ^o/«i«jfcs, 
one of the most warlike of the Six Nations, of whom the 
celebrated Brant was the chief, had no more, and that whole 
remarkable confederacy, the renown of which filled two 
continents, could muster but two thousand fighting men. 
And at the very time of which we are writing, the deeds of 
those few hundred Pullawattamies, and of three or four 
other tribes scarcely stronger than themselves, were destined 
to terrify half the people of North America, and to startle 
the ministry of triumphant Britain with portents of incal- 
ouhkble disaster. 



On the 27th of May, 1763, a council of Oaawat, Potta- 

waltamiei, and Wt/andot>, the nucleus of the conspiring 
league, was held at the River Ecorees, near Detroit, at which 
Pontiac, with his wild eloquence, fired the hearts of his 
hearers, and prepared them for the deadly work before them. 
It was arranged that on the 2d of May he should gain ad- 
mittance to the fort with a party of warriors, on pretense 
of dancing (he calumet dance, should carefully observe its 
strength, and cal! another council to make final preparationa. 
This was accordingly done without exciting suspicion. A 
few days later Pontiac called the chiefs to another meeting 
in a laige bark council-house, in the Pottawattamie village. 
Here, after again exciting their passions by a fervid recital 
of their wrongs, he proposed that on the seventh of that 
montli he and the principal chiefs would gain admittance 
to the fort on pretense of holding a council with the com- 
mandant, all apparently unarmed, but all with weapons con- 
cealed under their blankets. At a given motion of the 
great chief, the officers assembled at the council were to be 
butchered, and the scalp-yells of the victors were to be the 
signal for a united attack by a host of warriors outside on 
the surprised and leaderless garrison. The plan was eagerly 
adopted by the chiefs. 

At this time Detroit was defended by a hundred and 
twenty soldiers under Major Gladwyn, of the British army. 
There were also some employees, both English and French, 
within the fort. Outside, on both sides of the Detroit 
River, were several hundred families of French Canadians, 
who lived partly by agriculture, and partly by hunting, 
trapping, and trading with the Indians. They were on ex- 
cellent terms with Pontiac and his warriors, and probably 
many of them were quite willing that the hated English 
should be destroyed, no matter by what means. Yet they 
were not foolish enough to suppose that two or three thou- 
sand Indians could destroy the British power in North 
America, and were not at all disposed to subject themselves 
to a terrible retribution by aiding the conspirators. 

. Some of them, who were friendly to the English, saw 
that something unusual was going on among the warriors, 
and warned Maj. Gladwyn that there was danger in the 
air, but he, with the usual British-oEGcer mixture of cour- 
age and dullness, paid no attention to their su^estious. 
Yet somehow, on the eve of the attack, he did receive a 
warning which he heeded. A score of different stories are 
preserved by tradition regarding the source of the informa- 
tion ; stories which only agree in declaring that the plot 
was betrayed by one of the Indians or squaws, probably 
one of the latter. The common account, probably adopted 
only because it has a spice of romance in it, is that in the 
Potlaioattainie village dwelt an Ojibwa damsel who had 
become the mistress of Gladwyn. The day before the in- 
tended massacre she sought an audience of her lover, and 
informed him of the whole plot in language so simple and 
earnest that be could not but believe it. 

The next day, the 7th of May, sixty stalwart chieftains, 
Ottawas, Pnttawattamiei, and Wyandoti, with the grim 
Pontiac at their head, marched in " Indian file" into the 
fort, to hold a council with their white father. Besides 
these, some two hundred and fifty other warriors had gained 
admittance on various pretexts, for Gladwyn, with bravery 
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BtuountiDg to rashness, had allowed all to enter. But as 
PoDtiac passed through the gat« he saw the whole garrison 
as well aa the emplojeea of the fur-traders under arms, and 
know that so far as a surprise was concerned his plot had 
failed. His warriors were all armed with knives aud toma- 
hawks, and many of them had guns which had been filed 
off short, hidden under their blankets. Had they boldly 
attacked the garrison and been assisted by their comrades 
outsido, they might very probably have succeeded in their 
attempt. But the Indian, though brave enough in his own 
way, will seldom enga^ in a square fight with the Cauca- 
sian uuleBB he has a great advantage in numbers. 

Pontiac and his chiefs held the proposed council with 
Oladwi^n aud his officers, but he made no signal and all 
passed off quietly. A dramatic account has frequently been 
published stating how, as Pontiac was raising his belt of 
wampum to give the fatal signal, Maj, Gladwyn anticipated 
him, when '■ the drums at the door of the council-house 
rolled to the charge, the guards presented their pieces, and 
the British officers drew their swords from the scabbards," 
and how the major immediately stepped forward, drew aside 
the chieflain's blanket, and disclosed the shortened musket 
beneath. But Gladwyu'a letter, published by Parkraan, 
declares distinctly that he did not intimate his suspicions 
of their intentions, and apparently negatives even the at- 
tempted signal and the rolling of the drums ; it certainly 
negatives the traditional uncovering of the shortened mus- 

The Indians retired but did not yet throw off the ma.sk. 
The next day, after another attempt to lull the suspicions 
of the British, Pontiac spent the afternoon in the Fotta- 
watlamie village consulting with the chiefs. 

On the ninth Pontiac made stili another request for ad- 
mission with a large band, but Maj. Gladwyn refused 
entrance to any but the chief himself. Then at last the 
latter unloosed the rage of his followers, which he had held 
BO long in the leash. With fiendish yells they threw them- 
selves upon a few wretched English who lived outside the 
walls, and the waving of the scalps of these unfortunates 
constituted their ghastly declaration of war. The Ottawa 
village was quickly moved to the west side of the river, and 
the same night a band of Ojibtcas came down from Lake 
Huron. 

At dawn, the morning of the tenth of May, the attack 
began. At the pealing of the war-whoop on every side the 
soldiers rushed to their posts. "And truly," says Park- 
man, " it was time ; for not the Oftawas alone but the 
whole barbarian swurm — Wffaiidots, Pottawattamies, and 
0/^'6w>as— were upon them, and bullets rapped hard and 
fast against the palisades," Yet, though their numbers 
were estimated at from one to two thousand, they did not 
attempt to charge the walla, but with the usual Indian 
strategy sheltered themselves behind barns, outhouses, and 
bushes, keeping up an incessant fire at the loop-holes of the 
fort. The conflict was maintained for half the day, when 
the baffled savages gradually retired, neither aide having 
Buffered heavy loss. The attack had failed, and those who 
knew the Indian character might naturally eipeet that, 
having been repulsed on their first spring, they would soon 
sli[ik away into the woods. It was a remarkable evidence 
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of the command obtained by Pontiac OV' 
riora, that he was able to retain them y 
in the uncongenial duties of a siege. 

But Pontiac, unused aa he was to reguh 
conceived the idea of starving out the gar 
there was considerable danger that he would do so. The 
supply of provisions was small, the French inhabitants were 
unwilling to brave the wrath of the savages, and, though 
communication with the East was open by the river and 
lake, the chances of receiving succor in time was very dis- 
couraging. Pontiac made such arrangements as his crude 
ideas of war suggested. He placed a band of Poltawalta- 
mies along the river below tho fort to cut off any who might 
approach, while another band of the same tribe was con- 
cealed near the fort to shoot any one who might be seen. 
After another long fusillade, Pontiac sent a Canadian to 
demand a surrender of the post, which was promptly re- 

For over a month the siege was closely continued, the 
Indians preventing every one from going out, but seldom 
coming within gun-shot of the walls. There were two 
small English vessels in the river, and the garrison might 
easily have escaped, as indeed some of the officers thought 
was best, hut Gladwyn peremptorily declined. Their scanty 
supplies were eked out by those surreptitiously brought 
across the river by the Canadians, and as long as this was 
the case the soldiers could hope to hold out till Sir Jeffrey 
Amherst could send relief, in response to the message which 
Gladwyn had managed to dispatch as early as tho 14th of 
May. 

In fiict one detachment had left Fort Niagara on the 13th 
with supplies for Detroit, but this was cut off on the way, 
and when the soldiers crowded to the river-side to welcome 
a long line of boats, which they saw approaching under the 
English flag, they were inexpressibly disappointed to find 
them filled only with naked savages and their unfortunatfl 
captives. News of disaster now came thick and fast. 
One after another the garrison learned of the capture of 
the various little posts transferred to the English by the 
French, and the slaughter or captivity of their defenders. 
Of the twelve posts attacked during the wide-spread " Con- 
spiracy of Pontiac," all fell into the hands of the savages, 
save Detroit, Fort Pitt, and Fort Niagara. 

Only one of these was especially connected with the 
history of the tribe of which we are writing. This was 
Fort St. Joseph, near the mouth of St. Joseph River, 
where La Salle had established a trading-post over eighty 
years before. It had in time become a French military 
post and the scat of a small but thriving colony of Cana- 
dian fur-traders and voj/offeurs. After the auiTcnder to 
the English the latter also maintained a post there, de- 
signed to curb to some extent the neighboring Fottawalfa- 
mies, and to furnish a convenient nucleus for the fur-trade. 
In the spring of 1763 it was garrisoned by Ensign Sehlos- 
ser, with fourteen men, who seem to have bad no appre- 
hension of danger. 

On the 25th of May the ensign was told by some of the 

Indians that a party of Pottawattamtei had come from 

Detroit on a visit. Soon after, a few bwves, headed by a 

chief named Washaste, came in, appareot 

los-odby.' 
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purposes. Then a Canndian informed Suhlosser tliiit the 
savages, wlio wera throngini; around and into ihe post, were 
manifesting every indication of hostility. The unwary oiB- 
eet left his apartment, and found both the parade and bar- 
racks thronged with insolent savaf;es and doubtful Cana- 
dians. While he was endeavoring to get both English and 
Canadians into some kind of order, a yell was raised, the 
sentinel was tomahawked, the Pidtawattamies on the out- 
Bide rushed in, and in less than two minutes, as the officer 
afterwards declared, all the soldiers were butchered and 
scalped save himself and three others, who were seized 
and bound hand and foot. 

As in numoi-ous other eases, the French were unharmed, 
showing that the rage of the savage was not directed 
indiscriminately against the whites, but was only aroused 
against the haughty English. Two or three Knglish traders 
who were present were sheltered by French friends till the 
first fury was over, but could not avoid being taken prison- 
ers by the Indians. A band of I'otlawaflnmies then went 
to join iheir brethren at Detroit, taking with them the un- 
lucky ensign and his three comi'adcs. Fortunately for them, 
several PoUawiiitiimies had been imprisoned in the fort 
before the outbreak for some offense, and were still held. 
For these the Indians exchanged the prisoners they had 
brought from St. Joseph, — one of the very few instances 
with which we hare met of the red men exuhanyng pris- 
oners. Generally they are too anxious to burn them to 
suffer any sympathy for their own friends to interfere. 

To return to the siege of Detroit. About the 20th of 
June one of the schooners before mentioned, which had 
gone up Lake Eric to obtain aid, returned with about sixty 
men and a supply of ammunition and provision. She also 
brought the news of peace and the cession of Canada to 
England. This, however, was discredited not only by Pon- 
tiac, but by many of the Canadians, who could not bear the 
idea of passing permanently under English rule, and who 
told the Indians that even then two great French armies 
were coming up the St. Lawrence and the Mississippi. 

The siege progressed with a constant succession of esciU 
ing incidents, though the Indians avoided un attack, and of 
course knew nothing of making approaches by intrenchments 
and parallels. They made many efforts to destroy the garri- 
son by surprise or to fire the schooners on which Gladwyn 
depended for communication with the outer world, but 

About the middle of July the Wi/itmlols and Poliamatla- 
■miei sent deputations to Maj, Gladwyn begging for peace, 
either from lack of zeal or, as is quite likely, from motives 
of treachery. The major acceded to the proposal of the 
Wt/andotSf but when the Pollawatlamies came they insisted 
that some of their people imprisoned in the fort should firjt 
be given up. Gladwyn, on the other hand, demanded the 
English captives in possession of that tribe. 

The Pol/av7atlamws brought three prisoners, but were 
peremptorily sent back for more whom ihey were known to 
have ; then tliey brought six. The treaty was about to be 
concluded when one of the six told Gladwyn that there 
were still others detained in the camp of the Pulfaicatta- 
niifs, and the dcpulaiion was again turned away. They 
were furious with rage, and hastily cunsultiiig together in 



their own tongue, def«rmined to kill the commander and 
then make their escape if possible. But at that instant 
Gladwyn discovered an OUaxm among them, and called 
some of the guard into the council-house to arrest him. 
The Pottawallatiiies then sullenly withdrew. Yet in a day 
or two they returned with the other captives, when their 
own friends were freed and a treaty of peace was made. 

It is evident that either Ponliac's power was waning, or 
that the whole proceeding was a mse, which from subse- 
<|ucnt events seems quite probable. 

On the morning of the 29ih of July, twenty-two barges 
bearing two hundred and sixty regulara, twenty independ- 
ent ningers, several small cannon, and fresh supplies of 
provisions and ammunition, came up the river. These 
were under Capt. Dalzell, an officer of the British army, 
but one who had had considerable experience in Indian 
fighting, having been present with Rogers and Putnam in 
some of their most desperate conflicts. The rangers were 
commanded by the redoubtable Major Rogers himself, 
whose eagerness for battle and glory had sent him to the 
front with his littlo squad of followers. As the convoy 
came opposite to the villages of Wyandots and Pollawatla- 
mies, lying respectively on the east and west banks of the 
river, these treacherous enemies, in spite of their recent 
treaty of peace, opened fire on the baiges from both shores 
at once. The soldiers replied with their swivels and mus- 
kets, but ere they gained the shelter of the fort fifteen of 
their number were killed and wounded. 

We are afraid, in view of such facts as these, it will be 
impossible to my anything in favor of the chivalry or honor 
of our Putliiwatlamiee, who, in fiict, like nearly all the rest 
of the " noble red men'' of whom we have any account, 
never hesitated at the blackest treachery when necessary to 
accomplish their object. Not but what they could be true 
to those they considered their friends, as they were to tho 
French during nearly a century of varied fortunes. But 
when they had once made up their minds that any people 
were their enemies, they hcaituted at no deception and no 
cruelty in oi'dcr lo accomplish their ruin. Treaties and 
pledges were but as straw before the fire of their hatred. 

Immcdiafeiy afler his arrival Daliell requested permis- 
sion to attack Pontiac in his camp, which Gladwyn reluc- 
tantly granted. It was a presumptuous request, as Dalzell 
knew nothing of the ground, and his commander was 
greatly to blame for granting it, for that reason. Neverthe- 
less, at two o'clock on the morning of the 1st of August, 
Dalzell and two hundred and fifly men marched up the 
river-road toward Pontbc's camp, then situated several 
miles up the stream. But some of the Canadians had got 
an inkling of the plan, and through them the chief was 
fully apprised of the approach of the English column, and 
had left his camp, with all his Ojilwa and Ottawa warriors, 
to attack it. 

At Parent's Creek (since called Bloody Kun), a mile and 
a half above the fort, the vanguard was assailed by a ter- 
rific fire from hundreds of Indians ambushed behind piles 
of firewood, fences, houses, apple-trees, etc., belonging to 
the Canadians, and some rude intrenchments previously 
thrown up by Pontiac when his camp was situated thote. 
From the liicts in this case, in that of BraddocL's defeat, 
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ers of tho same class and period, it 
would seem that the system of covering an advancing 
ootumn with a line of skirmiahera several paces apart was 
unknown to, or at least unpraeticed bj, the strategists of 
that day. It is true a yanguard marched ahead of the main 
body, but it formed a small column of itself, and was an easy 
mark for the guns of ambushed foemen. 

In the present instance half of the advance-guard were 
killed or wounded by the first volley ; the rest ran back, 
throwing the main body into confusion. Dalzel! rallied his 
men, who made chat^ afl:«r chaise upon the fences and 
other structures which sheltered the foe, only to find in 
each case that the Indians had fled back a little farther into 
the darkness, whence their bullets still flew with fearful 
efi'eet into the crowded ranks of the soldiers. Dalzell was 
compelled to order a retreat. 

Up to this time the bloody work had been carried on by 
Ojibwae and Ottawas, either because the Wyandols and 
Potlawaltamiei had shaken off the influence of Pontiac, 
or because he had planned for them to faii on the English 
rear. Whichever supposition is correct, no sooner was the 
noise of battle watled to their ears than the warriors has- 
tened to take part in the fray. The Wi/anduti rowed 
across the river in canoes, the PoHatnattamiei hastened 
through the woods west of the fort. Scarcely had the 
column begun its retrograde movenient when all the bands 
from below occupied the houses, fences, and orchards by 
the roadside, pouring volley after volley into the ranks of 
the wearied and discouraged soldiery. 

At one point, half a mile below Bloody Run, the savages 
occupied a cluster of oul-houses and a newly-dug cellar close 
to the road, and, strange as it may seem, they wei'e again 
able to ambush the column, allowing the vanguard to pass 
unharmed, but firing with deadly effect upon the centre and 
rear. The retreat came near degenerating into a perfect 
ront, but Dalzell, though twice severely wounded, rallied 
his men, and did all that valor could inspire to compensate 
for his lack of skill. Maj. Rogers, with his American 
rangers, broke into a house and drove out the savages. 
Capt.Gray,whilechai^iug the enemy, was mortally wounded, 
but the foe was temporarily repulsed. 

Again the retreat was resumed, and instantly the Pot- 
lawattamies and Wyandols gathered on the flank of the 
oolumn and riddled it with their deadly volleys. Dalzell 
was killed and his body abandoned to the brutal rage of 
the foe by the fleeing soldiers. Rogers again took pos- 
session of a house to cover the retreat, and to some ex- 
tent succeeded in doing so ; but when the column had 
passed, two hundred yelling savages surrounded the place, 
firing into every aperture they could see, and effectually 
preventing the esuape of its defenders. Half a mile farther 
down, Capt. Grant, now in command of the demoralized 
troops, was able to seize some inclosures, which pretty 
effectually sheltered his men. Thence he sent squads to 
ocenpj the houses below, ahead of the ludians, and thus 
seeured his retreat to the fort. He then sent tho two 
armed bateaux, which had accompanied the espedition, to a 
point a|q>08ite the bouse of Campan, which was held by 
Rogenik The vessels swept the ground on both sides of the 
liouw with their swivels, the fire from which sent Potta- 



watiamies, Ottawas, and all, yelling in dismay to the woods. 
But no sooner had Rogers marched down the road to join 
Grant than some of them rushed into the house and scalped 
the slain remaining there, an old squaw cutting open one of 
the dead bodies and drinking the blood with more than 
fiendish joy. Yet amid all this ferocity no dama;te was 
done to any of the family, nor to the frightened French 
pioneers of the neighborhood, who had crowded into the 
cellar for safety. 

Grant and Rogers successfully consummated their retreat; 
but fifty-nine men killed and wounded, out of two hundred 
and fifty, in a two-hours' fight, attested the accuracy of aim 
of the Ottawa, Pottawattamie, and Wyandot braves. 

Pontiac at once sent messengers, announcing his victory, 
to St. Joseph, Saginaw, and numerous other points, scat- 
tered far and wide through the forest, and bands of warriors 
soon came trooping in, anxious to join what seemed to them 
the successful side. Yet even with these reinforcements the 
chieftain dared make no attack on the fort, which was now 
well supplied with arms, ammunition, and provisions, and 
the garrison of which, notwithstanding the recent disaster, 
numbered over three hundred men. 

On the 4th of September some three hundred Wyandot* 
and Pottatoattaniies made an attack in birch canoes on the 
schooner " Gladwyn,'' as it lay detained by contrary winds on 
its way up from Lake Krie. They clambered up the sides 
in spite of cannon and small arms, with their knives between 
their teeth, slew the master of the vessel, and disabled 
several of the men who formed the crew ; yet the remainder 
fought with such desperate valor that the assailants were 
finally repulsed. Contemporary letters assert that the mate 
ordered the vessel blown up, which some of the Indians 
understood, and on their telling their comrades they all fled 
to avoid the threatened explosion. This is very doubtful. 
A few of the Western Indians knew a little French, but 
not one in a thousand could have understood a word of 
English. Doubtless the Pottamtllamie braves were very 
much " at sea" in attacking an armed ship, and were much 
more easily repulsed than they would have been by the same 
number of foes on land. 

But by the endof.Septcmber the patience of the Indians 
was pretty well exhausted. Notwithstanding the victory 
of Bloody Run, they saw no prospect of reducing the fort 
as long as they had free communication with the East by 
means of the river and lake, and they had already been en- 
gaged in the siege far longer than they had been in the 
habit of continuing in any enterprise. As the hunting 
season approached, too, they were obliged to seek for game or 
go without food the next year, and a large portion of them 
scattered to their respective hunting-grounds for that pur- 
pose. 

Soon, all along the banks of the St. Joseph and far into 
the forest on either side, the Pottawattamie warriors were 
to be seen ambushing the deer as they visited their favorite 
drioking-places, or tracking the bear to his lonely den, or 
occasionally bringing down some stately moose which bad 
wandered down from its northern home, while the patient 
squaws bore their lords' burdens from place to place and 
prepared for future use the game the latter had slain. 
Similar scenes were enacted on the fauDtiw-«ioiiDdB^£4l|B .^ 
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other tribes, and the siege of Detroit necessarDy languished 
for lack of besiegers. But after the terrible experience of 
Bloody Run, Major Gladwyn was naturally in no haste to 
try to drive them away by a sally. Those who remained 
were also anxious to begin hunting, and were willing to teli 
any number of falsehoods which would tend to shield them 
from annoyance through the winter. 

On the 12th of October a chief of the Missisauffos, a 
branch of the 0/'ibiva», came to the fort with a pipe of 
peace. He informed Maj. Gladwyn that he was author- 
ized to represent the Oflbvi'is, WyaiidoU, and PoHawatta- 
rniea, who were deeply repentant and desirous of peace, 
The commandant valued their repentance at what it was 
worth, but willingly offered a truce. While it lasted he 
succeeded in obtdning a good supply of provisions among 
the Canadians, 

But the stern Pontiao and his Ottawa warriors Bulienly 
refused to ask for truee or peace, ani continued the war to 
the best of their ability, neglecting no opportunity to fire 
upon a foragiag-party or cut off a straj^ling soldier. But 
on the last day of October a messenger came from the com- 
mandant of Fort Chartres, the prinupal French post on the 
Upper Mississippi, informing Pontiac that the French and 
English w„re now at peace, and that he could expect no 
help from the former in his warfare with the latter. The 
disgusted chieftain immedutely sent word to Maj. Glad- 
wyn that he should ad* iso all the Indians to bury the 
hatchet, and soon afterwards withdrew, with some of his prin- 
cipal henchmen, to the Mauniee. The Ftitlawallamies and 
others who had taken part in the si^e were already nearly 
all busy in their respective hunting-grounds, and the re- 
mainder soon departed after the guiding spirit of the con- 
spiracy abandoned his self-imposed task. 

Thus ended the celebrated siege of Detroit, distinguished 
not only for the commanding character of the sullen chief 
of the assailants, and for the importance of the interests in- 
volved, but for the constancy, unrivaled in Indian warfare, 
with which the capricious warriors of the woods, under 
the influence of that powerful mind, devoted themselves 
through five weary months to the accomplishment of their 
object. 

Although Pontiac probably intended to renew the siege 
in the spring of 1764, and though some of the warriors he 
had led returned to Detroit at that time for that purpose, 
yet BO many difficulties had arisen that the great chief him- 
self did not appear on the scene of his exploits, and the at- 
tempted renewal of the confiict amounted to little or nothing 
except to annoy still longer the faithful garrison. 

In the summer of 1764, Gen. John Bradstreet came up 
the lakes with an army of twelve or fifteen hundred men, 
and several hundred Iroqaois allies, to enforce the submis- 
sion of the hostile tribes. He reached Detroit on the 2t>th 
of August, and on the 7th of September held a grand coun- 
cil with the Indians. A considerable delegation came from 
the country about Sandusky, but the Pottawatlamies and 
other tribes of the Michigan peninsula were only repre- 
sented by the Ojibwa chief Wasson and six inferior chiefs. 
Bradstreet was very desirous that the Indians should ac- 
knowledge themselves subjects of the King of England. 
But their democratic minds could hardly understand what 



was meant by being " subjects" of any man, and if they had 
understood it they would certainly never have sincerely 
assented to it. But they had been accustomed, as a matter 
of courtesy, to call the King of France their father, and this 
title they willingly agreed to transfer to the King of Eng- 
land. Bradstreet boasted that he had reduced the Indians to 
complete submission, but if there had been a good opening 
for an outbreak, he would doubtless have discovered that 
though he might have called the King of England his father, 
a Potiaxcatlamie brave would not thereby have been pre- 
vented from tomahawking the King's subjects whenever he 
could catch one alone 

A treaty was made, signed, according to the historian 
Mante, with a deer and cross on behalf of the Harona, with 
a turtle by the Miami'g, and with an eagle by the Missi- 
savgofi, while the corporate seal of the Pottawattamie^ and 
Foxes was represented by the figures of a fox, an eel, and 

Bradstreet sent troops to re-establish the posts at Michilli- 
maeinac and Green Bay, and then returned East. Though 
the expedition was not very well managed, yet the presence 
of such a large English force — larger than any body the 
French had ever sent up the lakes — could not but impress 
the minds of the Indians with the idea that it would be 
welt to keep on good terms with their new " father." 

A much more skillful manager of Indians than Brad- 
street was the celebrated Sir William Johnson, who was 
appointed superintendent of all the Indians of the North. 
He personally visited Detroit and other posts, and kept 
three well-trained deputies traveling among the various 
tribes. By a shrewd mixture of dignity and flattery, by a 
frequent distribution of cheap but highly-prized presents, 
and by florid delineation of the immense power of the 
English king, Sir William and his deputies contrived to 
keep these numerous forest-clansmen in comparative quiat 
down nearly to the time of his death. 

On the I7th of August, 1765, Geoi^Croghan, the most 
expert of Sir William's deputies, held a grand council at 
Detroit with the Ollawas, Pottawattamics, and Ojibwas. 
They had been thoroughly humbled by their ill auccesg, 
and, moreover (having aequired numerous artificial wanbn 
since the first advent of the whites among them), they had 
suffered much from the long suspension of the fur-trade, 
and were truly desirous for peace, professing their repent- 
ance and submission in the most moving terms. A band 
of Potfawatlamki from St. Joseph ia particularly men- 
tioned as being present, whose orator, in the course of a 
speech of submission, said (" Conspiracy of Pontiac," vol. 
ii. p. 293): 

" We are no more than wild creatures to you, fathers, 
in understanding; therefore, we request you to foi^ve the 
past follies of our young people, and receive us for your 
children. Since you have thrown down our former Bithflr 
(the King of France) on his back, we have been wandering 
in the dark like blind people. Now you have dispOTsed 
all this darkness which hung over the heads of the several 
tribes, and have acoeptod them for your children, we hope 
you will let us partake with them tlie light, that our women 
and children may enjoy peace. We beg you to foi^t dl 
that is past. By this belt we remove all evil thoughts 



Hosiod by 



LiOOgle 






HISTORY OF BRANCH COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 



from your hearla. Fathers, when we formerly came to 
visit our fathers, the French, they always sent us homo 
joyful ; and we hope you, fathers, will have pity on our 
women and young men, who are in great want of neces- 
Bariea, and not let us go to our towns ashamed." 

Pontiac was present at another council on the 27th of 
the Eame month, and also made his auhmissiou to the Eng- 
lish. In the autumn of that year, too, Fort Chartres, the 
Jast French post east of the Mississippi (except in the 
vicinity of New Orleans), was delivered up to a detachment 
of British soldiers. The humiliation of France was com- 
plete, and the West was at peace. Yet there was still a 
very bitter feeling on the part of the Western Indians 
toward the English, and tradei's of that nation frci]uent]y 
dealt in the name of their French employees, on account 
of the greater friendliness of the savages for that people. 

Before proceeding with the history of the tribe we have 
taken under our especial chaise, a few words may interest 
the reader regarding the great chieftain whose skill and 
eloquence, ferocity and valor had shaken the power of 
Britain throughout an immense domain, and startled half 
a continent from its propriety. In the spring of 17fi6, 
Pontiac met Sir William Johnson at Oswego, and renewed 
the compact of peace and friendship already made in the 
West. He then returned and fixed his home on the 
Maumee. When new disturbances arose between the set- 
tlers and Indians, Pontiac was suspected of inflaming the 
hostility of the latter. Early in 1769 he went to Illinois, 
where there was already much uneasiness, and again the 
suspicions of the English were aroused. According (o the 
account adopted by Parkman, and which is in all proba- 
bility correct, Pontiac became intoxicated at an Indian 
feast at Cahokia, near St. Louis. An English trader, see- 
ing his condition, hired a Kaskaslna Indian to murder him, 
and when the chieflain wandered alone into the forest to 
cool his heated brain, the assa^in stealthily followed and 
stabbed him to the heart. 

His followers fled northward and told the tale among 
the warriors of the lakes, all of whom were eager to avenge 
the crime. They might endure the supremacy of the pow- 
erful English, but their fierce blood boiled at the thought 
that the scurvy Jltinr/is Indians, whom they had always 
looked on as their inferiors, should dare to slay their re- 
nowned champion. By hundreds, perhaps by thousands, 
the northern warriors sprang to arms, — Ol/awas, Ojibwas, 
and Pottawaltamies, Dtlawares, Shawneet, and Mlamis, — 
and ere the conflict was concluded the Illinois were almost 
entirely exterminated. Men, women, and children were 
indiscriminately slaughtered, their villages were destroyed 
by fire, and only a few puny and frightened bands remained 
to tell the story of the great revenge, 

Pontiac was essentially a representative Indian, with all 
the mingled virtues and vices of his race in the most 
marked degree. Brave, ferocious, patriotic, true to his 
friends, treacherous toward bis foes, enduring the severesl 
hardships of war with stoic fortitude, but succumbing at 
length to the baleful fire-water of Iho pale-facea, his charac- 
ter may well be studied on the pages of Parkman, as mani 
fesling in a single individual all the most prominent attri 
butea of the Indians of North America. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE POTTAWATTAMIE3B-(Continuedl. 

A Peaceful Ern— The Quebec Act— Miehigfto oalled "HeBse"— The 
Revolution— /'nliuioo Kami C8 with It urgojne— Outrage and Deser- 
tion—The OrdinnQoe of 1737— The Treatj of IfSB— Defeat of Har- 
mar and St. Clair—" Mad Anthony" on the War-Path— The Battle 
of thfl Maumee— Trenty of Greenville— Topenabee, the Head Chief 
—A "Ring" Scheme— Organizftlion of Indiana and Miohigan — 
Divers TreatieE — Tecumseh and the Poltaaaliamia — B&Mv of 
Tippecanoe— The War of 1813- Defeat of Major Van Horn— Brit- 
ish and Indians Defeated by Colonel Miliar— Hull'e Surrender- /'..r- 
Invtnttnmhs turn oat ea masse— Battle and Massacre of the Raisin- 
Proctor's Defeat at Loiter Sandnakj— Battle of Lake Brie— Indiana 
at the TopmaBl— Battle of the Thames— SubmiBsion of the Pottn- 
icaHajri Its— Concluding Kamarka. 

Down to the opening of the Kevolutionary war, the 
Potlawattaviies, like the other lake Indians, dwelt in com- 
parative peace with the white men, though o 
ders on either side kept up the general feeling of u 
The Indians of Michigan occupied a much more independ- 
ent position than their brethren to the southeast. The 
Iroquois claimed sovereignty over the whole northwest 
almost to the Mississippi, by virtue of previous conquests ; 
but while the Delawures and Shawnees of Ohio admitted 
their supremacy, and never attempted to sell land without 
their consent, the fiercer Ouatoas, Ojil/ioas, and Potlawaf- 
tamies defied their power, and were able to maintain their 
own independence. 

We may mention, too, in passing that, in 1T74, the act 
of Parliament known as the Quebec Act established the 
boundaries of Canada, so far as to include Michigan, and ex- 
tend west to the Mississippi, and south to the Ohio. The 
district of Michigan was established then, or previously, as 
a part of the province of Quebec, but it had no civil gov- 
ernment. The commandant of the post of Detroit esercised 
almost autocratic power over the white men of the district, 
while the vast forests of the interior knew no government 
save the vague authority exercised by Ottawa, Ojihwa, and 
Pottawatlamie chieftains. In time, these and their followers 
became pretty well reconciled to the English, and very 
strongly impressed with the power of the English king. 
Four years after the Quebec Act, the captain-general of 
Canada divided that province into districts, giving that of 
Michigan the name of " Hesse," in honor of the Hesi^an 
troops then serving King George in America. But the 
fortunes of war determined that the people of Michigan 
should not be " Hessians." 

Meanwhile the oppressions of Britain had roused the 
colonies to resistance, and in 1775 the bloody drama of 
the Revolution opened on the field of Lexington. With 
the first news of conflict, the warriors of the West snuffed 
blood in the air, and were eager to take part in the strife. 
The English authorities were very willing to employ them, 
and, having ample means and free communication with the 
savages, it was easy to enlist both their avarice and their 
pa^ions on the royal aide. It was easy to throw the blame 
of all the wrongs of which the Indians complained upon 
the colonists (who were by no means guiltless), and to 
represent that their great and good father across the o 
ee that justice was c 
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dren. An ample array of presents enforced this reasoning, 
and fully enlisted the aympathtes of the red men. 

Yet, although a few small bands were employed during 
1775 and 1776, no considerable 'body of Indians took the 
war-path in behalf of the British during either of those 
years. Doubtless the invasion of Canada by the Amer- 
icans, who for a while carried everything before them, 
tended to repress the enthusiasm of the prudent aborigines. 
But in 1776 the Americana were driven out of Canada, and 
in the fall of that year an army began to be gathered in the 
latter province, designed to attack them by way of Lake 
Champkin In the early spring of 1777 great efforts were 
made to coiiect a lar^e auxiliary force of savages. 

No one who ki ew anything of Indian character could 
have exjeeted them to be of much benefit in open fighting, 
such a& 18 usually carried on between civiliaed armies. It 
"was eupfosed howeier that they would be useful in cutting 
off small parties, pickets, outposts, etc., and performing sim- 
ilar work. Moreover, it is plain from the proclamations of 
British coramanders that, although they may have hesitated 
to actually hire the Indians to scalp American women and 
children (as our fathers believed they did), yet they relied 
largely on the terror with which the jirospect of wide-spread 
Indian ravages would naturally inspire the people. To the 
chiefs and warriors they sometimes said: " You must only 
slay men in arms against us, not prisoners, nor women, nor 
children ;" but to the Americans on the frontier they always 
said, in language more or less plain : " If you do not sub- 
rait we shall be unable te restrain our Indians, and then you 
know what will happen." As the war went on, the passions 
of the English officers were inflamed by defeat ; they be- 
came less and less particular as to restraining their Indians, 
and at length coolly tolerated the most atrocious crimes. 

It was arranged that the Six Nations should accompany 
Uen. St. Ijcger in his attack upon the Mohawk Valley, 
while the Western Indians were to be assembled near Mon- 
treiil and join the main army of Lieut.-Uen. Burgoyne. 
Laige amounts were expended in gathering these warriors, 
and ere long band after band made its way eastward. 
There were our old acquaintances, the Poltawattumles, 
Ottamas, and Chippewas, of Michigan; Winnebaffocs, 
Menomonees, Sacs and Foxes, from the territory now called 
Wisconsin ; and even a few Sioux from the western side of 
the " Father of Waters, — all painted and plumed for war, 
and thirsting for the blood of the " Boston men," as they 
called the Americans. 

Notwithstanding the money employed and trouble taken, 
only about five or sis hundred were brought together by 
the 1st of July, 1777. These joined Burgoyne 's army at the 
head of Lake Champlain, about the teath of that month. 
The warriors of each tribe had their own chiefs, but they 
were all under the direction of St: Luc la Come de St. Luc, 
a Canadian partisan, who had frequently led Indians to 
deeds of blood for the French in the old wars, and had now 
offered his services to the English. Another French Cana- 
dian leader of the Indiana was Charles de Langlade, before 
mentioned as having taken part in the defeat of Braddoek. 

The Americans were terribly frightened at their approach, 
and thousands fied to the interior of the country, solely 
from fear of the Indiana. These took part in some opera- 



tions around Skenesboro', now Whitehall, but were pretty 
closely watched by the Bntish officers. When, in the latter 
part of July, Burgoyne's anny began ita advance towards 
the Hudson, the Indians thought their time had come. 
Xhey spread out on both flanks, plundering the people who 
remained, burning houses, and occasionally, when there was 
a good opportunity, slaughtering a whole 'family. They 
were much more anxious about the number of scalps they 
could obtain than about the politica of the heads which 
wore them, and some Tory familiea who had remained, 
relying on their loyalty, were butchered to the youngest 
child by these devoted champions of King George. 

On the 27th of July occurred the celebrated tragedy of 
Jane McCrea, in which a young girt was slain and scalped 
by a band of Indians who were taking her to the British 
camp. According to the common account, her lover, who 
was a Tory officer, had sent these strange ambassadors to 
bring Miss McC'rea to camp, where he intended to marry 
her; they quarreled on the road about the reward, and to 
settle the difficulty stew their unhappy charge and divided 
the scalp. One account of the attuu' says the murderers 
were Poltawattamks, and we must confess that the act was 
entirely in accordance with their previous character. 

The mingled romance and tragedy of thb sad event, at- 
tracted universal attention and east the deepest odium 
on the British. Burgoyne arrested the murderer, but re- 
leased bim on a promise from the Indians that if he were 
pardoned they would behave better in the future. He 
repiimanded them with great severity, and really seems to 
have set so close a watch on them that the more atrocious 
kind of outrages were prevented during the remainder of 
the eampdgu. But our J'ottawatlamie and Ottawa friends 
took great umbrage at these restrictions, A campaign with 
uo scalps or plunder was not at al! to their taste, and their 
leader, La Oorne de St. Luc, encouraged their complaints. 
Many deserted and made their ways in small bands to the 
wilds of Michigan. 

About a hundred and fifly of those who remained were 
sent with the Hessian troops to Benningtou, and shared the 
severe defeat inflicted by the Americans at that celebrated 
battle, thirty or forty of them being killed or captured. 
Their brethren were very indignant against Bui^oyne for 
not sending reinlbrcements in time. Band afkir band de- 
serted, and finally, at a general council, nearly alt of them 
demanded permission to return. Burgoyne used every in- 
ducement he could to persuade them to remain, and they 
apparently yielded to his solicitations, but the very nest day 
a large Dumber of them left, and they continued to desert 
until scarcely one remained. 

This, we believe, was the laat time that any considerable 
number of J'ottawattaniies or other Michigan Indians were 
employed by the British during the Revolution, though per- 
haps a few were afterwards kept in pay along tbe northern 
border of New York. After 1777, too, the English author- 
ities no longer tried to use Indiana as auxiliaries to regular 
troops. They fitted out bauds of the Six Nations, and 
allowed them to rav:^ the frontiers at will. 

At the close of the Revolution the treaty of peace gave 
Michigan to the United States, but England still continued 
to hold Detroit and the other posts of the Northwest, and alL 
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I still under their iaflu- 



In 1787 t!ie old Continental Conj^esa passed an ordi- 
Dance, soon atYer coofirmed by the Federal Congress, con- 
atitutiDg Michigan a part of the great Northwest Territory, 
which extended from the Ohio Kivor to the Canadian 
boundary, and from Pennsylvania to the Mississippi. Yet 
still the British held possession of the frontier forts ; still 
the Ottawat, Pofta-wallamifs, and Skawnees looked up to 
the British officers as the representatives of their great 
fiither beyond the sea, who was the embodiment of all ter- 
restrial power and wisdom. 

In 1789 the Potlawatt amies and other Michigan tribes 
were represented by their principal chiefs in a great council 
held by Gen. St. Clair, Governor of the Northwest. Territory, 
on the Muskingum River, in the present State of Ohio, where 
they made a treaty of peice with the United Stales None 
the less they itiU hated the Amencans and as the latter 
believed were eneouragi,! in thii feeling by the Briii^h 
officials And when a little hter two American armies 
Miiltr Gens Harm-jr and St tlair were "uccessively de 
feated by the ^aumeei Ddiwaiet and other tribes of 
whit la now Ohio and Indiana the P tiaviattamies and 
Ottawas lost what little rcpeet they might previously have 
had for the new Republic and were quite reidy to go upon 
the war-path against it. 

They soon had an opportunity. In 1794, Gen. Wayne, 
familiarly known aa " Mad Anthony," led a small but well- 
appointed Tirmy into the wilderness 6f Western Ohio, to 
chastise the red men in their native fastnesses. Lithe 
messengers sped with flying feet to all the tribes of the 
Northwest, and in a short time bands of painted Potfawat- 
tamies and OuauKis, well equipped with guns and ammu- 
nition obtained at the British posts, were on their way to 
join their Shawnee and Miami brethren in destroying the 
presumptuous Yankee. The clans gathered rapidly in the 
northweatem part of the present State of Ohio, under the 
leadership of the celebrated Miami chieftain, Little Turtle, 
and for a while contented themselves with watching Wayne's 
approach, in the hope of surprising him. 

But Anthony Wayne was not the man t( 
and at length Little Turtle and his chiefs 
attack him. When the army hud moved about five miles 
southward from the head of the rapids of the Maumee, the 
whole great horde of Miarnit, Delaware*, Skawnees, Ghip- 
pewas, Ottawas, and PoUawaltamies, two thousand strong 
(including about seventy white men, mostly from Detroit), 
advanced against the Americans. But Wayne was well 
prepared, and after a brief but well- con tested battle the 
Indians gave way at every point, and fled in utter rout from 
the field. Many were left dead on the ground, and beside 
every one was found a musket, bayonet, and equipments, 
from a British armory, showing but too plainly one of the 
chief sources of their hostility. A trader who not long 
afterwards met a Miami who had fled before the terrible 
onslaught of Wayne's soldiers, said to him, — 

" What made you run away ?" With gestures corre- 
sponding to his words, and endeavoring to represent the 
effect of the cannon, he replied, — 

"Pop, pop, pop,— boo, woo, woo, — wbish, whish, boo, 



woo, — kill twenty Indians one time, — no good, by 

As had so often been the case before, as soon as defeated 
the various hands hurried liway to their respective villages. 
In a short time the Potlawai/amie warriors were pursuing 
their customary avocations along the banks of the St. 
Joseph. But they were deeply impressed both with 
Wayne's vigor and the strength of the United States, and 
began seriously to think that all the power in the world 
was not embraced within the walls of the British forts. 

When, soon afterwards, Wayne sent messengers sum- 
moning the chiefs to council, they were very willing to 
respond. The principal men of the Miamis, Delawares, 
Shavtnees, Ghippewas, Ottawat and Pottawattamies met 
the general at Fort Greenville and concluded a treaty of 
peace and friendship with the United btates which was 
quite faithfullv observed for over hfteen years The Shaw- 
neea and others made a hige ceaaion of I nd in Ohio to 
the j,overnment but the Michigan Indians were still left 
in undisturbed pis'tesaion of their old hunting-grounds. 
The treaty was si,.,ned on the part of the Miamis and 
Shawiie'''' by Little Turtle and Blue Jacket, who were 
both leaders m the battle igainst Wayne. On the part of 
the Potlawattamiet there ijpeared the name and mark of 
Tojinabi their head chief win. wts also probably, but 
not certainly, in the same combat, and who was recognized 
as head chief of that tribe until his death, forty years later. 
It is evident from the treaty that the Pottawatlamies were 
ranked among the more importiint tribes, as they received 
a thousand dollars as gratuities, which was the amount 
awarded to the Miamif, the Delawares, the Shawnees, the 
Chippewaa, and the Otiawas respectively, while the Kicka- 
poos and other tribes received only five hundred dollars 
each. When the time came for signing the treaty, it was 
twice read and every section esplained by Gen. Wayne, 
through an interpreter, to the assembled chiefs and war- 
riors. Then he said,— 

" You Chippewan, do you approve of these articles of 
treaty, and are you prepared to sign them ?" A unanimous 
" yes," was the response. 

" And you Olltiwas, do you approve of these articles of 
treaty, and are you prepared to sign them ?" Again 
unanimous affirmative. 

" And you Pottawatlamies, do you approve of these 
articles of treaty, and are you prepared to sign them?" 
" Yes, yea, treaty good," said or grunted all the dark warriors 
of Southern Michigan. After obtaining similar responses 
from the other tribes, the treaty was considered to he ap- 
proved and the work of signing concluded the n^otiations. 

Up to this time no attempt had been made either by the 
government or by private individuals to obtain title to any 
of the land of Michigan, escept in the case of the few set- 
tlers around Detroit. But in 1795 an effort was made by 
what would now be called a " ring" to obtain some twenty 
million acres, situated between Lakes Krie, Huron, and 
Michigan. One Robert Randall, of Pennsylvania, Charles 
Whitney, of Vermont, and some Detroit merchants formed 
a company, dividing the lands they expected to obtain, and 
which included Branch County, into forty-one shares, of 
from half a million to a million acres ,epch( Of^tl 
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five were to go to the Detroiters, six to Randall and liU 
associates, while the very liberal proportion of thirty shares 
was to be assigned to members of Congress, in I'etnrn for 
their assistance in securing the passage of the necessary 
laws. The part assigned to the Detroit men was to procure 
the needtitl treaties granting the lands to them, which they 
thought they could obtain by their influence over the PolUir 
watlamie and Ottawa chiefs, with whom they were in the 
habit of trading. 

Thus it will be seen that some very illegitimate schemes 
were concocted even in the " good old times" eighty years 
£^0. It must be admitted, however, that this one was not 
as successful as some later ones have been, for it was thor- 
oughly esposed, and some of the parties were brought before 
Congress and fined. 

In 1796 the Britbh, after long negotiations, surrendered 
Detroit and the other posts in the West, and then, and not 
till then, did tho Americans obtain any real power over 
Michigan. 

The same year Governor St. Clair formed by proclama- 
tion the county of Wayne, which extended from the Cuya- 
hoga River in Ohio to the Mississippi, and northward to 
Lake Superior. This was the first county which included 
the present territory of Branch within its limits, but its 
jurisdiction here was entirely nominal, and the Putlawalla- 
mie chiefe still continued the mugnates of this region. 

The Pottawattamies were always a warlike tribe, and 
although awed into peace with the United Stales were much 
engaged in hostilities with other tribes, especially with the 
Sliawnees, who lived to the southward. Many interesting 
l^ends regarding these tribes near the close of the last cen- 
tury are related hy Judge Littlejohn in his work entitied 
"Legends of Michigan and tho Old Northwest." The ad- 
mixture of the romantic, however, is so great that we could 
hardly give them a place in our sober history. 

This county in rapid succession passed through several 
changes of jurisdiction at this period, all merely nominal, 
and in nowise interfering with the supremacy of the abo- 
riginal lords of the soil. In 1800 the Territory of Indiana 
was formed from the Northwest Territory, Tho east line 
of the new Territory was the same as that of the present 
State of Indiana, but it was continued northward through 
the present State of Michigan to the Strait of Mackinaw. 
The present county of Branch was thus trausferred to In- 
diana Territory, the west line of which was a mile east from 
tho present eastern boundary of that county. In 1802 the 
State of Ohio was formed, at which time the eastern part of 
the present Michigan was also annexed to Indiana. 

In February, 1805, the Territory of Michigan was or- 
ganized, with Gen. William Hull as the first Governor, and 
tlius the ancient lands of the Puttawattamies hecame a por- 
tion of a Territory destined to become one of the great and 
powerful States of the American Union. By the law form- 
ing the Territory, the boundary between it and Indiana was a 
line drawn east from the southern extremity of Lake Mich- 
igan, which was ten miles south of the present boundary. 

In 1807 a treaty was made by Gen. Hull on the part of 
the United States with the Otlaioas, PoUawaftamies, Chip- 
pewas, and Wi/andt>!s, by which those tribes ceded to the 
government their claim to all the land I'ast of a line drawn 



north from the mouth of the Auglaise River (which empties 
into the Maumee at Defiance, Ohio), to a point near the 
present south Une of Michigan. This north and south line 
was afterwards extended and made the principal meridian 
for the government surveys in Michigan, finally becoming 
the line between Lenawee and Hillsdale Counties. 

Several other treaties were made with the PottawaUamiet 
and other tribes between 1300 and 1810. Most of them 
were of little importance, though several provided for the pay- 
ment of annuities and goods of the United States to the In- 
dians. Nearly every treaty was headed by the name of To^ 
peiiabeo (sometimes spelled " Tuthinepee" or " Topenipee"), 
who was always recc^nized as the head chief of the tribe. 

Two or three years later the Pottawattamie^ again b^an 
to grow restless and hostile towards the people of the United 
States, The Skawnee chief, Tecumseh, a forest hero of as 
great ability as Pontiac, though less ferocious in disposition, 
had, like him, conceived the idea of stopping the advancing 
wa\a of emigration, which seemed likely ere long to over- 
whelm the original inhabitants of the laud, or drive them 
into unknown deserts far beyond the Father of Waters. Like 
Pontiae, he too lioped ibr foreign assistance ; but the hatred 
felt for the Knglith by the great Ottawa had been changed 
to love and admiration in the heart of his modern imitatov. 

The I'easoii is plain. In Fontiac'a time the English were 
one nation with the Americans, and together they were the 
great colonizing, emigrating people of the world. Pontiac 
hated them, largely because they wanted land, and preferred 
the French, not only on account of their pleasant ways but 
because they were poor colonizers, and did not care much 
for land. In Tecumseh 's day the Americans were the ones 
who threatened to overwhelm the Indians by emigration; 
while the English, confined to a narrow belt of habitable 
land in Canada, appeared far less dangerous. 

Tecumseh knew that there were difficulties between the 
United Stiitcs and Great Britain which portended war ; and 
it is believed hy many that he was directly encouraged by 
the British officials to engage in hostilities against the 
Americans. However that may be, about the year 1810 
the brave and eloquent Shawnee made desperate efforts to 
form an alliance against the Americans of all the Indian 
tribes from (he Gulf of Mexico to Lake Superior, and from 
the frontier settlements of the whites to or beyond the 
Mississippi. From tribe to tribe he made his rapid way, 
gathering the chiefs and warriors in council, kindling their 
passions by fierce invectives against the Americans, ex- 
citing their hopes by portraying the scalps and booty to be 
obtained irom the hated pale-faces, and quelling their feat's 
by promising them the protection of their father, the King 
of Great Britain, who was ready to join hands with hia 
red children in punishing the insolence of the Yankees. 

The Pottawattamies were quite ready to believe the flat- 
tering story, and they, like all Indians who live in the vicin- 
ity of the whites, had had more or less difficulty with them, 
which they were glad to avenge in the bloodiest manner. 

But the Indian policy was not deep enough to keep the 
warriors quiet until all was ready for a grand blow. Their 
restive spirits showed themselves by frequent outrages, the 
whites retaliated, and the Americans could not help seeing 
that they must prepare for an Indian war. 
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In the fall oflSll, Gen. William H. Harriaon, Governor 
of Indiana, took the field to uhaslise the wnrulj warriors. 
Tecumseh hud been greatly aided in his efforts to form an 
Indian confederacy by his brother Eikswatawa, a prominent 
" medicine- man," eomraonly known as the Prophet. At 
the time when Harrison's army approached the Shawnee 
villages on the Wabash, the chieftain himself was in the 
far South, endeavoring to persuade the Cherokees, Choc- 
laws, and other Southern Indians to take up arms, and 
Eikswatawa was left to csercise supreme authority. Eitiier 
thinking there was no time to spare, or desiring to acquire 
for himself the glory of defeating Harrison, Eikswatawa 
prepared to make an attack on the Governor's army with all 
the warriors he could collect together. Messengers were sent 
to the nearest tribes, and several small bands came in to help 
the Skawnees. The dread of the Americans, caused by 
Wayne's victory, was, liowever, not yet entii'ely dissipated, 
and many hung back. 

But about the first of November he was cheered by the 
arrival of band after band of the fierce Poitamalianiies, 
some from the bead of Lake Micliigan, and some from the 
valley of the St. Joseph, numbering in all about three hun- 
dred waniors. Having this powerful accession to his force, 
he determined at once to attack. 

Before daybreak on the morning of the 7th of November, 
just as Harrison had given orders for the arousing of his 
little army by the sound of the trumpet, a fierce outburst of 
yells was heard, and hundreds upon hundreds of Shawnee 
and Pottatoatiantie warriors, with some from other tribes, 
came rushing to the attack, lighting up the darltncss with 
the fire of their guns, and stripping the scalps from what- 
ever victims they could reach with all of' their old-time 
energy. But Harrison's men were sleeping upon their 
arms, and scarcely had the first demoniac shrieks sounded 
in their ears ere they were on their feet, ranged in order of 
battle, and returning witb steady aim the fire of the assail- 
ants. For two or three hours the battle raged with great 
violence ; both Skawnees and PoUawaUamiex fought with 
furious enei^, and many of the Americans were slain or 
wounded. But at length the steady valor of the regulars 
and the Indiana militia prevailed over the fierce deiiperiition 
of the Indians, and the latter gave way at all points. Tiiey 
speedily fled the field, and Harrison marched unopposed to 
the destruction of the Shawnee vill^es. 

After the battle the Pol/awaltamie warriors returned to 
their own villages, and these were so far distant that they 
escaped all punishment for the part they had taken. If 
there had been any intention on the part of the American 
offidala to follow them to their retreats and chastise them 
the nest spring, the former were effectually precluded from 
doing so by the approach of war with Great Britain. 

In June, 1812, war was declared, and Tccumseli at once 
made common cause with the English, with all the warriors 
of his own and other tribes whom he could persuade to fol- 
low him. The Potlawattamies had not been so severely 
injured by the battle of Tippecanoe, but that some of 
their braves were still willing to try the chances of war 
against the hated Americans, When Gen. Hull crossed the 
Detroit River into Canada in July of that year, Tecumseh, 
with thirty Shawneeg and Pottawattamie», was at Maiden. 



Others were added to these, and when Hull, by his tardy 
movements and feeble conduct, showed the weakness of his 
heart, the number was largely increased. The Poltainatta- 
mien, being nearly or quite the nearest tribe to the scene of 
action, and being anxious for revenge for their humiliation 
at Tippecanoe, formed a considerable part of Teeumseh's 
foree. 

About the 5th of August, Hull sent Major Van Horn 
with two hundred men to escort a convoy of provisions from 
the river Kaisin. As the detachment approached Browns- 
town Creek it was saluted by volleys of musketry, and the 
usual terrific accompaniment of savage yells which an- 
nounced the presence of an Indian foe. Tecumseh with a 
lai^e number of warriors, principally Skawnees. Pottaivatfa- 
mtes, and Oltowas, had plated his people in ambush on Van 
Horn's path, and had assailed him with the greatest fury. 
After a brief conflict the Americans were utterly defeated, 
and fled to Detroit, having lost half their number in killed, 
wounded, and missing. 

This victory of Tecumseh and his followers determined 
Hul! to evacuate Canada. After doing so the general sent 
another force of sis hundred men, under Lieut. -Col. Miller, 
to open the road to the convoy at the river Baisin. Again 
Tecumseh and his warriors flung themselves in the pathway 
of the advancing Americans, this time being assisted by 
a large body of British troops. A battle ensued at Ma- 
gaaga, twelve miles below Detroit, where Miller found the 
enemy, both British and Indians, drawn up in-line of battle 
to meet him. He attacked them without hesitation. After 
a brief conflict the English fled from the field, but Tecumseh, 
with his Shaumett and Pottatnatfamies, still kept up the 
fight. These, too, were at length defeated, and both white 
men and red men fled aerras the river to Canada, having 
lost one hundred and thirty-four in killed and wounded. The 
Americans had seventeen killed and sisty-four wounded. 

Notwithstanding this check, Tecumseh stiii maintained 
his control over his warriors, and when the British com- 
mander, Gen. Brock, followed the imbecile Hull to Detroit, 
he reported to his government, and no doubt correctly, that 
he was accompanied by seven hundred Indians. At all 
events, there were enough to terrify the feeble Hull to an 
extraordinary degree, and his mind was filled with terrible 
visions of all the " hordes of the Nonhviest"—Shatimees, 
Otiuwta, Poftawattamies, and Ckippewas — overwhelming 
his fort, massacring himself and his garrison, and devas- 
tating the settlements of Michigan with tomahawk and 
scalping-knife. Of the disgraceful surrender which fol- 
lowed on the 16th of August it is needless to speak here, 
save to say that ail attempts to justify or cstcuuate it have 
miserably failed, and the name of the cowardly Hull must 
ever remain on the pages of American history only less 
hateful than that of Arnold, aud even more contemptible. 

As Mackinaw bad already yielded to a British force, the 
surrender of Detroit and of Hull's army, with ail the 
troops in the vicinity, carried with it control over the whole 
of Michigan, which, for the next year, became practically 
British territory. All the Indians were already favor- 
able to the English, and the remaritable success of the 
latter naturally increased the confidence of the red n 
their prowess. The « 
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camp of the victors, and hardly a Foitawatlamie or Ottavia 
capable of wielding a tomahawk was left behind. 

Nine days aft«r the surrender, and perhaps in conee- 
({uence of it, a band of Potlawaitamiex, who resided at 
the head of Lake Michigan, fell npon, and massaered, the 
little garrison of Fort Dearborn (on the site of Chicago), as 
it was endeavoring to retreat eastward from that esposad post. 

The next conflict in which tho Poltawattamies took 
part was the celebrated battle of the river Baisin, near 
the site of Monroe, on the 22d day of January, 1813. 
Here a large force of liritish and Indians, under Gen, 
I'roctor and Tecumsoh, ullacked a body of Americans, 
under Geu. Winchester. Auchitileek, the Canadian histo- 
rian of the war of 1812, says there were two hundred 
PoUa'wattnmies in the battle, and that these were about all 
the Indians present. It is admitted that thoy fought with 
great bravery, and their efforts, with those of their British 
comrades, were entirely successful. Whether from actual 
necessity, or because of the pall of imbecility which seems 
to have fallen upon the whole American army during the 
first months of the war of 1812, Gen. Winchester and his 
entire force surrendered to Gen. Proctor. 

That officer soon after moved northward with the British 
troops, and most of the able-bodied prisoners, leaving the 
sick and wounded to tho mercy of the Indians. He knew 
well enough what the result would he— wiiat it always has 
been where the savages have had the opportunity of wreak- 
ing vengeance on tho head of a helpless foe. No sooner 
had the British disappeared than tYia PottawaUamies,aMA 
the other Indians with (hem, fell upon the wret-ehed Ameri- 
cans who were left behind. They. began by plundering 
them of everything they possessed. Then, as their rage 
grew by its own indulgence, they thirstod for more exqui- 
site pleasure than plunder afli>rdcd. First one ferocious 
warrior sank his tomahawk into the head of some helpless 
victim, and, with a fearful yell, tore away the reeking 
scalp. Another, and another, and another, quickly followed 
his example, and soon the whole scene became one of 
brutal butchery, the sick and wounded Americans being 
slaughtered by the score without remorse by the savage Pot- 
tawattamies. It was what was to be espectod from them, 
but something better might have been hoped from British 
officers, and few more disgraceful events have ever hap- 
pened than Proctor's abandonment of his helpless prisoners 
to the fury of the savages. It should be added that Te- 
cumseh was absent when the massacre began, and on his 
arrival did all in his power to stop it. 

There were no other events of importance in which the 
PoUawattamien took part during that year, 1812, and as 
usual they returned home to hunt as winter approached. 

In the spring of 1813, they again rallied to the aid of 
the British. After numerous desultory operations during 
the forepart of the year, Proctor and Tecumseh led a large 
force of British and Indians to attack the fort at Lower 
Sandusky (now Fremont), Ohio. The number of Indians 
was estimated at from one to two thousand, of whom from 
three to four hundred were Pottawattamics. 

On the 2d of August, an assault was made by about 
five hundred British troops, while the Indians surrounded 
the fort, and kept up a continuous firing on every Ameri- 



can soldier they could discover. But the attacking column 
was completely repulsed by the one hundred and sixty 
Americans in the fort, commanded by the gallant Ma}. 
Croghan, and both the red and white assailants quickly 
retired from the field. 

The British and American fleets on Lake Brie were 
now preparing for action, and both were greatly deficient 
in seamen. The Americans supplied their place with raw 
militiamen, hoys, and ni^roes ; tho English endeavored to 
strengthen themselves by placing a number of Indian war- 
riors on each vessel, to act as^ sharpshooters and pick ofi^ the 
American gunners. On the memorable 10th of September 
the battle was fought which decided the mastery of Lake 
Erie. But alas for the noble red men ; no sooner did the 
American cannon-balls come crashing among them, and 
tho ships shake from stem to stern with the thunder of 
their own guns, than Shawiiees, Pottawultatmes, and OflO' 
•was alike fled from their elevated positions, took refuge in 
the holds of their respective vessels, and there remained in 
ignominious security but quaking in every nerve until the 
end of the conflict. They would have fought bravely, 
perhaps desperately, in their native woods, but their unac- 
customed position and the terrific thunder of the cannon 
were too much even for their stoic natures. 

Tho battle of Lake Erie was immediately followed by 
the advance of the American army into Canada, under 
Gen. Harrison. The British and Indians retreated to 
the northeast. On the 29th of September, Gen. Har- 
rison took possession of Detroit, and Michigan once more — 
and let us trust forever—passed under American sway. 

For, two or three days later, Harrison followed the British 
army up the river Thames. On the 5th day of October 
he overtook it near the Moravian towns on that stream, and 
the celebrated battle of the Thames ensued. The British 
were in line of battle next the river ; on their right were 
the Indians, under Tecumseh, extending in irregular order 
into a swamp which protected their position on the north, 

Tecumseh doubtless saw that this battle was to determine 
the event of the war so far as he and his were concerned. 
If the Americans could not be defeated, then, whatever 
might be the result elsewhere, there could be little hope 
but that the United States would hold possession of Mich- 
igan and the whole Northwest, and his people must go 
down before their power. Many of the more intelligent 
Shawiiees and PoUuviallamies likewise understood the 
situation, and the rest were devoted to Tecumseh ; all were 
determined to fight to the utmost. 

The battle was begun in a very peculiar manner, Col. 
Richard M. Johnson's regiment of mounted riflemen being 
ordered to charge the enemy's lines, in advance of the in- 
fantry. Singularly enough, the British infantry at once gave 
way before the chaise of a single battalion of the regiment, 
led by the lieutenant-colonel. Sis hundred of them were 
taken prisoners, but their general, the man responsible for 
the massacre of the river Raisin, fled so early and so rap- 
idly as to escape capture. 

The other battalion was led by Col. Johnson himself, 
his principal foes being the Indians. From them, even 
after the British had all fled or surrendered, the riflemen 
encountered a fierce resistance. Cheered on by Tecumseh 
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and the other chiefs, among whom Maipock, a fierce and 
implacable Poltatoat/amie, was one of the most conspic- 
uous, and feeling that this was their last chance, Skaw- 
nees, Oltawas, and Pottawattamies all fought with equal 
valor and ferocity. The American infantry carae np and 
engaged in the conflict, yet still the warriors fought with 
desperate and useless courage against overwhelm iog numbers. 
But at length Tecumseh fell (no one has ever ascertained 
esactly when or where), the remaining braves were outnum- 
bered four tti one, and all speedily fled or yielded to the 
victors. The Poltawa/famr'es stood by Tecumseh to the 
last, and one of their number, a large, fine-looking chief, 
who was slain while emulating his great leader, in said to 
liave been mistaken for him by many of the Americans. 

The battle of the Thames completely extinguished the 
hopes of victory and independence indulged by the Indians 
of the Northwest, The confederacy which had been formed 
among them by the genius of Tecumseh at once fell in 
pieces after his death, and each tribe thought only of secur- 
ing its own safety. The Po/tawattamies, Ol/awas, and 
several other tribes inimediateiy sent delegations oflering 
peace to the successful Americans, and on the 16lh of 
October Gen. Harrison granted them an armistice, having 
first received a number of warriors from each tribe aa hosf> 
ages for the peaceable conduct of their comrades. The 
latter returned to their villages, and, although the war did 
not cease until the beginning of 1815, they were glad to 
refrain from taking any part in it. 

Henceforth we have to deal with the Pottawatlfimies, 
not as a proud and powerful people, the unquestioned lords 
of Southern Mich^n, setting at defiance by tuins the 
governments of England and the United Stales, but as a 
subjugated, disoi^anized tribe, composed of a few feeble, 
scattered bands, roaming over the scenes of their former 
greatness, bartering their birthright for whisky, and beg- 
ging for occasional crusts from the hands of their conquerors. 
For these it will not be necessary to continue a separate 
record. Theu- story can be sufficiently told by occasional 
mention in the chapters devoted to the progress of the 
whites, and by description of the treaties by which the 
demoralized nation disposed of its broad domain. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE TBEATY-MAKIKO PBBIOD, 

KewpiCulntioD— Michigao after the War— Gov. Cass— Bod Repute of 
the Territory— Change of the Indiana. Boundftry- Trentj of 1817- 
Large f>aHare<<»aiiite.I>e]egationa— Treaty of 1318— Topioabee Mill 
the Head Chief— Treiily of 182I~A Curioua Incident— " Give ns 
Wbi»liy"~ThB flreat CeEsion— Ucaotiption of tlie Ceded Tract— 
KwneB of the Poilatcatlitiaie Signers— The Reservations— Location 
of "Marel!-ke-8SW-beB"~The Bounda inBiated on hy the Chief- 
Uneven Tracts atill Remaining— The Consideration Paid for the 
Ceaaion- Kbw Land Diattiet— The Chicago Road— Primitive En- 
gineering—Good Forda selected by the Indians— The old Trading- 
Poat—Maran telle— Blank Hawk and hia Band— A Quarrel in lS2a 
—The Boy's Victory- Prospeoting Partiea- Firat Settlements in 
Hillsdale and St. Joseph Countjfs— Treaty of 1827— Exchange of 
Terrilorj— On the Verge of SetUement. 

Designinq in this consecutive general history of the 
county to adhere as closely as possible to the chronological 



order, we have mentioned, in our chapters on the Pot/awat- 
iamies, the transfer of Michigan from the French to the 
English, in 1703 ; its conveyance by England to the United 
States, at tlie eni of the Revolution ; its becoming a part of 
the Northwest Territory, in 1787 ; the transference to Indi- 
ana of the western half, including Branch County, in 1800 ; 
the annexation of the eastern half to the same territory, in 
1802 ; and the separate organization of Michigan, in 1805. 
At the close of the war, in 1815, there was stili only a nar- 
row fringe of settlement along the Detroit River and Lake 
Erie, and this was in a most desolate condition. Many had 
been driven away by fear of the Indians, the property of 
others had been largely destroyed, and nil were thoroughly 
discouraged by the trouble, terror, and hardships through 
which they had passed. As for the interior of the Terri- 
tory, it was still in a state of nature. 

Gen. Lewis Cass had been appointed Governor immedi- 
ately after the battle of the Thames, and as soon as the 
close of the war gave him an opportunity he devoted him- 
self with great zeal to the development of the resources of 
the Territory and the promotion of emigration. Whatever 
may he thought of his political course, all the early resi- 
dents of Michigan agree that as the governor of a new 
Territory he could not have been escelled. 

There was a considemblo emigration immediately after 
the war, but the Territory had obtained so bad a reputation 
for dampness of soil and badness of health that the flow of 
land-seekers was less than might have been expected, and, 
did not even approach the borders of Branch County for 
many years. In fact, a law which had been passed by Con- 
gress in 1812, giving a lat^c tract of Michigan land to sur- 
viving soldiers of the Revolution, was repealed after the 
war on account of a report made by inspectors sent to ex- 
amine the ground, that there was not enough good land in 
the Territory to satisfy the just claims of the beneficiaries. 

As stated in the previous chapter, the original line es- 
tablished between Indiana and Michigan in 1805 ran due 
east from the southern extremity of Lake Michigan. But 
by the law of April 19, 1316, authorizing Indiana to form 
a State constitution, it was enacted that the boundary should 
run through a point ten miles north of the southern ex- 
tremity of the lake; the object doubtless being to give 
Indiana the port of Michigan City, which, however, has 
not been of much advantage. Thus it happened that 
Branch County, when it came to be formed, was ten miles 
shorter on the south than it would probably otherwise have 

Together with the officeof Governor of Michigan, Gen. 
Cass held that of Superintendent of Indian Afiairs in the 
Northwest, and immediately after the close of the war turned 
his attention to the subject of the extinguishment of the In- 
dian title, so that the Territory might be open to settlement 
by the wbit«s. In September, 1817, he and Gen. Duncan 
McArthur held a council with the sachems and chiefs of 
the WyandoU, Senecas, Delawarea, Shaionees, PollaiouUor 
mifi, Otlawoi, and CUppewas, at the rapids of the Mau- 
mee, when those nations coded to the United States nearly 
all their lands in Ohio, and a small area in the southeasterci 
part of Michigan. 

For the cession of these lands, m which 
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mies had but & slight interest, they received thirteen hun- 
dred dollars a year annually fur fifteen years; the Wt/andots 
being granted four thousand dollars annually forever ; the 
Oltawas and Chippevxis a thousand dollars each annually 
for fifteen years, while the other tribes received smaller 
annuities. The treaty was signed by tliiity-two Fotlatoat- 
iamie chiefs and warriors, while all the other tribes together 
were represented by about fifty. In fact, it was a charac- 
teristic of this tribe to have very large delegations at all 
the councils where their interests were brought in question. 
Judging from the number of their representatives, they 
were the most democratic people in the whole Northwest. 

In October, 1818, Gen. Cass and two other commis- 
sioners held a council with the Potfawattamies alone, by 
which the latter ceded tfl the United States a tract of land 
on the Tippecanoe and Wabash Kivers for a perpetual an- 
nuity of two thousand five hundred dollars per year. This 
treaty was signed by thirty-four chiefs and warriors, headed 
by old " Topinabee," In 1820, Henry R. Schoolcraft, the 
celebrated student of Indian customs and history, states 
that the Poftawailamies of both Illinois and Michigan 
" obeyed" Topinabee, an old man who had signed the 
Greenville treaty with Gen. Wayne. But the " obedience" 
of the Indians to their chiefs was always very indefinite, 
and after the close of the war of 1812, when the growing 
power of the United States relieved them from the constant 
fear of war with neighboring tribes, their tendency to 
wander off in small bauds, each under the leadership of 
some petty chieftain, became more and more pronounced. 
In 1820 the PoUawattamies were estimated by Mr. School- 
craft at three thousand four hundred persons all told. 

But by far the most important of the treaties negotiated 
by Gen. Cass, so far as the destinies of Southern Michigan 
were concerned, was the one concluded at Chicago on the 
29th day of August, 1821, Hon. Solomon Sibley was as- 
sociated with the general as a commissioner on behalf of 
the United States, while the Chippewas, Ottawas, and 
Potlateatlamws, who were the conti-acting parties on the 
other side, were represented, the first-named tribe by two 
chiefs, the second by eight, and the PoUawattamies by 
fifty-five. That is to say, that was the number which 
signed the treaty, but there was also a large number of less 
prominent warriors present, with their squaws and pa- 
pooses, and these warriors, and even the squaws, tn the 
democratic constitution of Indian polity, could exercise a 
strong influence on the negotiations. 

A curious incident in connection with this council is 
narrated in Smith's " Life of Cass," as derived from the gen- 
eral himself. While the latter was watching some peculiar 
ceremonies of the Indians in the early part of the proceed- 
ings, he observed a Chippexoa looking very grave, and 
keeping apart from his fellows. Gov. Cass inquired the 
cause, and learned that the man, in a fit of passion, bad 
killed a Poltawattaniie in the early part of the same sea~ 
son. The PoUawattamies had demanded the surrender of 
the murderer, and as the Ghippewas, and in fact the homicide 
himself, admitted the justice of the claim, it was expected 
that the clansmen of the murdered man would inflict the 
penalty of death. 

But the latter was owing some traders for goods received 



of them, and he was ansious to pay them before he died. 
He solicited and obtained the postponement of his execution 
unUl he could, by hunting, procure the means of satisfying 
his creditors. He had hunted successfully through the 
season, had obtained furs enough to pay his debts, and had 
come to the council prepared to sufier death at the hands of 
the friends of his victim. The Governor was touched by 
the stolid honesty of the doomed man, and by libera! presents 
to his intended executioners persuaded them to let him go 
free. 

Probably an^ample supply of whisky was the principal 
consideration which induced them tfl forego their revenge ; 
for this was ever the most potent agent to re.ach their hearts. 
It is related, on the same authority above given, that even 
Topinabee, the hereditary chief of the Pottawattamiei and 
the one who stood highest in their confidence, the veteran 
of nearly a hundred years who had signed the Greenville 
treaty with Anthony Wayne, was more ansious about ob- 
taining a supply of whisky than anything else. When 
Gen. Cass ui^ed him to keep sober so as to make a good 
bargain for himself and his people, he replied : 

" Father, we do not care for the land, nor the money, nor 
the goods,— what we want is whisky ; give us whisky." 

Possibly, however, the old man spoke sarcastically, in 
view of the manifest anxiety of many of the Indians for 
that which was their deadliest bane. 

After the usual time spent in bai^aining and adjusting 
details (fur the Indians were by no means all of them so 
drunk as to lose sight of their interests), the terms of the 
treaty were agreed upon and reduced to writing. By it the 
Pottawattamiei as the actual occupants, and the Ottawas 
and Ckippewas as their allies, ceded to the United States a 
tract of land stretching nearly across the Territory of Mich- 
igan from west to east, and described as follows : Beginning 
on the south bank of the St. Joseph River of Michigan 
near "Pare aus Vaches" (a short distance above the 
mouth) ; thence south to a line running due east from the 
southern extremity of Lake Michigan ; thence along that 
line to the tract ceded by the treaty of Fort Meigs in 1 817 
(which was far to the east of Hillsdale County), or, if that 
tract should be found to lie entirely south of the line, th^n to 
the tract ceded by the treaty of Detroit in 1807 (the west- 
ern boundary of which was twenty miles west of Lake Erie 
and the Detroit River) ; thence northward along that tract 
to a point due east of the source of Grand Biver ; thence 
west to the source of that river ; thence down tbe river 
on the north bank to its junction with Lake Michigan; 
thence southward along the east bank of the lake to the 
mouth of the St. Joseph River; and thence up that river to 
the place of beginning. 

Below we give the names of tbe PottawaUamie -chiefe 
and warriors who s^ed the treaty of Chicago, both to 
show the oripnal title of Branch County land (for the 
Ottawas and Chtppewas were merely allies of the real 
owners,— at least so far as the laud in this vicinity was 
;d), and also to show what sort of names our pre- 



The list is headed by the veteran Topenabee, after whom 
came the following : Meteay, Chebonsce, Loinson, Weesaw, 
Keepotaw, Scbayank, Keebeo, Schomang, . Wawwemick- 
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emaek, NajonfhecJuoii, Ivuiigoe, Sliecshawgau, AyBheam. 
Mceksajinank, Moytenway, Shawwennemetay, Francois. 
Mauksee, Waymego, Maudanming, Quaygnee, Aapenhai 
bee, Matohaweeyaaa, Matchapo^iali, Mong 
SeacobenniHh, Ghei^wainackgwaKO, Wawsebbau, 
eeco, Qaonqnoitaw, K«annish, Wynemaig, Onmuekeroeck, 
Kawaysin, Ameckkose, Osseemeet, Shawkoto, Nosbajwi 
quat, Meeguuu, Maesheketeumon, Keenoti^e, VVabawne- 
sben, Shawwawnayse, Atchweemuckqiicc, Piabsheebjiigay, 
Wambassay, Meggesseese, Saygawkoomick, Shawwayi 
Sheeshawgun, Totomee. Aabkuwee, Shayaiiltkeebee, Awbe- 
tonee. If that array of names doesn't give a good title to 
land it were difficult to find one that would. 

From this ceaaion were excepted five reservations ; one 
four miles square at Nottawa-seepe, in the present ooaaty 
of St Joseph ; one three miles square at Prairie Ronde, in 
the present county of Kalamazoo; one three miles square at 
the head of the Kalamazoo River, rear the line between 
Hiliadale and Jackson Counties; one sis miles square at 
Maugachqua, " on the river Peble ;" and one six miles square 
at Mick-ke-saw-bee. The last named was in what la now 
Branch County, comprising the eastern two-thirds of town- 
ship 6 south, range 6 west (Coldwater), and the eastern 
one-lhird of township 6, range 5 (Quinoy). 

When the govecnment surveyor, a year or two lattr, ran 
out the newly-purchascd land into townships, be was also in- 
structed to survey the lines of the reservation, the chiefs of 
the band which dwelt in the vicinity having the privilege of 
locating the boundaries. The surveyor wanted to make 
square work and run the boundaries so they would come on 
section lines. The chiefe, however, objected to this, and in- 
wstcd that the western boundary of the reservation should 
run CO rods west of the east line of sections 5, 8, 17, 20, 
29, and 32, in what is now Coldwater, and that the eastern 
boundary should run through the same sections in the 
present Quincy. The surveyor waa at length compelled to 
run the lines as desired by the chiefs. It is difficult to 
imagine the object of the latter, unless it was to save all the 
land possible by keeping out of both Marble and Coldwater 
Lakes. 

The outside land was subdivided into aections and quarter- 
sections before the reservation was ceded to the United 
States ; afterwards the rraervation was subdivided in the 
eanie manner. It resulted that the east halves of the sections 
named, instead of being divided into 80-acre and 40-acre 
tracts, as is usually the case, were cut into 60-acrc and 100- 
acre tracts, and many of them retain that size to the present 
time. Notwithstanding the worda of the treaty, the size of 
the reservation was at first in some doubt in the writer's 
mind ; but Mr. J. B. Tompkins, of Uirard, an old surveyor, 
called" our attention ffl the row of 60-acre (or near 60-acre) 
tracts running north and south through Quiney, just sis 
miles from the corresponding row in Coldwater, and as this 
width corresponded to the language of the treaty, there could 
no longer be any reasonable question that the reservation was 
actually laid out sis miles square. 

By the treaty of Chicago, the United States agreed to 
pay the Oflawas a thousand dollars a year forever, besides 
fifteen hundred dollara a year for fifteen years, to support a 
blacksmith, teacher, and farmer. To the Pottaviattamies 



the government agreed to pay five thousand dollars annually 
for twenty years, besides a thousand dollars per year to sup- 
port a blacksmith and teacher. These were some of the 
first provisions made by the government, for the purpose of 
civilizing the Indians. 

Such was the treaty which gave the title of the land of 
Branch County to the United States, and, eonaequently, 
constitutes the basis of all land-tiiles in that county esccpt 
on the reservation. 

For several years after this treaty no settlement was made 
in Branch County, and the Indians did not confine them- 
selves at all to the reservations assigned them, but strayed 
at will through the forest and over the prairies. They had 
a small village near the site of Coldwater, and a still smaller 
one near that of Girard, of which more will be said a little 
farther on. 

In 1823, the Detroit land district was divided and a land- 
office established at Monroe. The new district embraced not 
only the land in the immediate vicinity of Monroe, but ail 
that part of the territory west of the " principal meridian" 
(which afterwards became the east line of Hillsdale County). 

A little later, through the influence of Gen. Cass, the 
general government ordered the construction of a road a 
hundred feet wide from Detroit to Chicago (with a branch 
from near Monroe, striking the main line near the eastern 
line of Hillsdale County), and appropriated ten thousand 
dollars to pay for a survey of it. 

In the spring of 1825, the chief surveyor began his work, 
planning to run on nearly straight lines. He soon fouud, 
however, that if he followed this plan, cuttiiig a vista for 
hia compass through the dense woods, and spending a large 
part of his time in hunting up good routes and gooil places 
for bridges, the money would all be expended before he 
should have half completed his task. So he determined to 
follow the "Chicago trail," the old pathway which the 
Indians had followed from time immemorial in passing 
between Detroit and the point at the mouth of Chicago 
River where the great city of the West now stands. 

This he did so faithfully that it is said there was not an 
angle, bend, or turn of the Indian trail which was not pre- 
served by the " Chicago Road," as the new thoroughfare 
was soon universally called. Some of these meanderings 
were afterwards straightened by the authorities, and yet 
even now a glance at the map will show that there are an- 
gles enough in the present road to give good reason for 
crediting this statement. The flagmen were sent ahead aa 
far as they could be seen, the bearings taken, the distance 
chained, and the results noted in the field-book ; then the 
flagmen were again sent ahead, the asemen meantime blazing 
the trees fift;y feet on each side of the central line. 

It was not a very bad plan, though it caused considerable 
crookedness. The Indians had avoided the worst marshes, 
which were the principal obstructions to road-making, and, 
what was equally important, they had selected the best 
fording-plaoea of the creeks and rivers that could be found. 

The fords, too, had been improved by the squaws, who 
had carried gravel and small stones, year after year, in their 
" mococks," or bark baskets, making solid the bottoms of 
the streams, so the ponies could cross without sinking i 
the mire, and soaking the scanty bonsf 
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were loaded upon them. The road was not opened by the 
governmeot for several years after the survey, but the fact 
that it was surveyed and established as a road caused emt- 
gratioD to foiiow that line, and the emigrants here and there 
did a little something toward making it passable. 

As early as 1825, and probably before, there was a 
trading-poat established where the Cold water Cemetery (Oak 
Grove) now is. Tlie owners were Loranger & Foster. In 
the year just named the late Mr. Marantelle, of Mcndon, 
St, Joseph Co,, though then only a French stripling of 
eighteen, had charge of the post. At that time, as stated 
by Mr. Marantelle during his life, the Sacs and Foxes, and 
perhaps other Western Indians, among whom the afterwards 
celebrated Black Hawk was the most prominent, were in 
the habit of going annually to Maiden, Canada, to obtain 
annuities allowed them by the British government. 

When returning from this trip in 1825, they stopped at 
the post in charge of Marantelle, to trade, that being the 
last one before reaching Chicago. They dismounted and 
tied their ponies, and in a fetr moments the room was full 
of braves and squaws. Black Hawk, armed with a long 
iance, stood grim and stately in their midst. The boy soon 
had his hands full selling his goods to his dark-skinned 
customers, and occasionally purchasing some article of forest 
produce which they had lo sell. 

While the bargaining was at its height, a sfjuaw offered 
to sell youn" Marantelle a. fine smoked deer-skin which he 
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Black Hawk advanced with impressive mien through the 
throng, and laid his lance across the skin ; either designing 
to command the peace or paisibly purposing to end the 
dispute by taking possession of the contested article himself. 
But Marantelle immediately picked up another deer-skin 
from his pile, and laying it down beside the one claimed by 
the squaw, showed the two corresponding marks to Black 
Hawk and his braves. 

" How I How 1" eKclaimed the chieftain, lifting his lance 
and relinquishing the skin to the bold boy. " How ! How !" 
cried all the Indians and st^uaws, as they drove the dishonest 
one out of doors, and then returned more eager to buy than 
before. So pleased were they with young Marantelle's be- 
havior, that before they left they purchased between five 
and six hundred dollars' worth of goods. 

As early as 1826, a few prospecting-parties began to pass 
westward along the Chicago road, looking for the best places 
for settlement, some of them going through as far as Lake 
Michigan. There was still, however, no white man, save 
an occasional Indian trader, residing west of Ijenawee 
County, in the Territory of Michigan. In November, 
1826, the territory of Branch County was brought under 
municipal jurisdiction by an act of the legislative council, 
which declared that atl the country within the territory to 
which the Indian title was extinguished by the treaty of 
Chicago should be attached to and compose a part of the 
county of J^nawee. On the 12th of Apri[, 1827, another 
act enacted that all the territory thus annexed to Lenawee 



County should constitute the township of St. Joseph. This 
township must have contained at least ten thousand square 
miles. 

In the spring of that year (1827), the first settlement 
was made in Hillsdale County, at Allen's Prairie, and the 
same season the eariiest pioneers of St, Joseph County lo- 
cated on White Pigeon Prairie. Sis or eight other emi* 
grants passed through the territory now constituting Branch 
County, and made their homes in St. Joseph. The reason 
evidently was because the Mick-ke-saw-bee reservation in- 
closed one of the lai^est prairies, lying near the centre of 
the county, on both sides of the Chicago road, and people 
did not desire to settle in the immediate vicinity of it. 

Strenuous efforts were made to concentrate all the Indians 
of the various reservations before mentioned on a single 
tract, and in September, 1827, a treaty was concluded to 
that effect. It recited that it was desirable that the Indians 
should be removed from the Chicago road, where they were 
in constant contact with the stream of wiiite emigration, for 
which and other reasons they ceded te the United States all 
the tracts reserved by the treaty of Chicago except that at 
Nottawa-seepe in St. Joseph County, and received in return 
a large addition to that reserve, bringing it up to ninety- 
nine sections, which lacked but seven sections of being as 
much as the area of all the reservations had been. This 
treaty was not signed by Topenabee. The list of signatures 
was headed by Pee-nai-aheish, or Little Bird, followed by 
" Pecrish Morain," a Frenchman, who had become a chief 
of the Pottawattamt'ei. 

This brings us to the verge of settlement in this county. 
Before entering on a description of the pioneer period, how- 
ever, a chapter will be devoted to a delineation of the situa- 
tion in which the first white settlers foucd the territory 
now comprising the county of Branch. 



CHAPTER VIL 

THE SITUATIOM AT SBTTLBMEIifT. 

The Primevftl Forest— Prairica and Oponinga— Coldwiiter— Coooosh 
and Broneon's Priiiries— Surfaoe and Soil— Rivers and Lakes— Old 
Mounds and Portificatiuns— Tbe Supposed Modq d -Builders— Re- 
mnrks regarding them— The Pottaaattamfct agaio- Tbe Nottatca 
Indians— Pierra MoreBn—i'c..r-a«-9neH— Wandering Habits of tiie 
Indians— Their Villages in Branch Cuuntj— Their Ilouees— 
Squaws, Boys, and Piipooses— Indian Hunters-Indian Trails. 

In the year 1828, when (he first permanent white settlers 
located themselves in the territory now constituting the 
county of Branch, they found a tract of mingled forest and 
prairie, seldom, if ever, surpassed in fertility or in bfeauty. 
More than half of the district in question — the ground-, 
work, so to say, of the landscape — was a dense forest of 
oak, elm, beech, maple, black walnut, whitewood, and some 
minor varieties of trees. The two last-named species were 
especially noticeable for their large size and fine quality. 
This forest was diversified by several fine prairies. Near 
the centre of the present tewnship of Coldwater was one 
about three miles long, east and west, and near a mile and 
a half wide, north and south, at the broadest place ; the city 
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of Coldwater now occupying i(s eastero end. This prairie, 
like the others in the vicioitj, was not exactly what a resident 
of Iowa or Kansas would cull a prairie ; that is, it was nut 
an absolutely treeleaa expanse. There were many burr-oak 
aad other trees scattered here and there over its surface, and 
in Bome places, especially near the edges of the heavy 
timber, these were so numerous that these places were more 
properly designated as oak openings than as prairies. 

Some three miles north of Coldwater Prairie, in township 
5 south, range 6 west (now Girard), were two prairies 
known as " Cocoosh" and " West Cocoosh." Coeoosh was 
the Indian name for hog, and the whitra adopted their appel- 
lation for the two prairies, though unfortnnatelj, the strciim 
which meanders through them has received the less musicai . 
name of H(^ Creek. Cocoosh Prairie, which included the 
site of Qirard vill^e, contained about a thousand acres, 
Wrat Cocoosh, about a mile directly west of the former, was 
somewhat smaller. 

South of Coldwater ]\airio for six miles, was a heavy 
belt of the finest timber, principally whitewood and black 
walnut, running cast and west through the county. Many 
of these trees were so iai^ that when ailerwards cut down 
and taken to mill, it was necessary to hew them down 
considerably before they could pass through an old-fashioned 
perpendicular saw-gate. 

Stiil south of the timber belt just mentioned, the remain- 
ing territory of the present county was occupied principally 
by a heavy forest, broken by occasional small prairies and 
openings. Of the prairies, the principal was the one since 
known as Bronson's Prairie, in the township of the same 
name. It was about three-fourths of a mile wide north 
and south, and full a mite long from east to west. This, 
unlike some of the others, was a regular Western prairie, 
what there mas of it, with scarcely a tree upon it. 

The surface of the future county was level compared 
with the eastern country, from which most of the emigrants 
came, but did not quite match the sameness of an Illinois 
prairie. In the central portions there were few undula- 
tions, but in the northeast and southwest occasional hills 
were seen, though none sufficient to interfere with culti- 
vation. 

The Boil of the prairies was generally a dry, black, rich 
loam, changing into a somewhat level, sandy loam in the 
openings, and showing an admixture of clay in the heavy 
timber. 

The general, though slight, slope of the land was to the 
westward ; all the streams being tributary to the St. Joseph 
River, which, having started on its course in Hillsdale 
County, and made its way northwest into Calhoun (barely 
touching the northeast corner of the present township of 
Butler), turns to the southwest, enters Branch County 
eight miles east from the northwestern corner, pursues an 
almost directly southwest course, and passes out nearly 
seven miles south from that corner. Thence it makes a 
long detour southward, but returns to the north and enters 
Xiake Michigan at St. Joseph, a little farther north than 
the northern line of this county, having flowed a distance 
of two hundred miles besides its minor windings. 

Its principal tributary in the territory which forms the 
subject of thia work was the Coldwater River, the two 



branches of which both begun their course in the present 
township of California, ran northwestward a few miles apart 
through various lakes and united their waters in township 
6, range 6 (Coldwater), just above the point where the 
Chicago trail crossed the combined stream, which continued 
thence in the same general course through another series 
of lakes, till it joined the St. Joseph, half a mile af\er its 
entrance into the county, at the place where Union City 
now stands. The whole distance from the head of either 
of the branches to the mouth of the river, was about thirty- 
five miles. 

" CocoMh" Creek, as the Indians called it, though their 
prosaic successors insist on denominating it Hog Creek, 
I'ose in the edge of Hillsdale County, meandered through 
the present townships of Quincy, Butler, and Girard, and 
united with Coldwater River, in the eastern edge of the 
township of Union. The territory of the present townships 
of Bethel, Batavia, and Mattison, with part of Bronson, 
were drained by the waters of Swan Creek and Little Swan 
Creek, which united with each other and with the St. 
Joseph Kiver shortly after entering St. Joseph County. 
Farther south, Prairie River, finding its source in a cluster 
of beautiful lakes on the Indiana line, flowed northwest- 
wardly through the present towns of Gilead, Bethel, and 
Bronson, making hs exit from the county six miles north 
from the southwest corner, and passing on until it entered 
the St. Joseph, two miles below the site of the city of Three 
Rivers ; its total length being about fifty miles. The lakes 
which formed the head-waters of Pawn River wore close to 
those which flowed into Prairie River, in ihi jre^ent town 
ship of Kinderhook, but the former streim immediately 
passed into Indiana, returning and crossing the southwest 
corner of the present township of Nuble (and of Ennih 
County) and finding its way into the 'st Jo«eph a few 
miles below the mouth of Prairie Kiver, afier a tortuous 
course of about the same length as the latter stream. 

In describing the rivers and creeks it has been necessary 
to make frequent mention of the lakes. These were a most 
interesting feature of the country. The hunter, the Indian- 
trader, the land-seeker, as he made hia toilsome way across 
the prairie or through the "openings," frequently found 
his steps arrested by a small sheet of water, lyhig silent 
and sparkling in the sunlight, around which a detour of 
from one to five miles must be made ere he could continue 
on his former course. Still more noticeable was the scene 
when he had been plodding for miles through the dense 
forest, the giant whitewoods and black walnuts shutting out 
almost every glimpse of the sun, and the air below heavy 
with the heat of an American summer. A glimpse of light 
is seen ahead, a few eager strides are made, and the trav- 
eler emei^es on the shore of a bright little lake, perhaps 
half a mile in diameter, its pellucid waters shut in by the 
darksome wood on every side, displaying by the contrast its 
glowing beauty in bolder relief, while wild fowl rise scream- 
ing from its surface at sight of the stranger, and perchance 
an antlered deer, drinking at the margin, stands for a mo- 
ment, with head flung back in startled indignation, 
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Of those lakes and pondH, no less than siitj-nine were to 
be found ia the embryo county of Branch, from the dimm- 
tttivealieet of water which scarcely made a perceptible open- 
ing in the ibrcst Mp to Coldwater Jjake (the southernmost 
one of that name) on the line between townships 7 and 
8, range 6, — Ovid and Kinderhook,— which was about 
three miles long and from half a mile to two miles wide. 
The lakes were more numerous and of larger average size 
in the southern part of the county, fractional township 
8 in range 6 (now Kinderhook) being particularly well 
supplied with them. Besides Coldwater Lake, before men- 
tioned, the larger ones in the county were two connected 
together in the present townships of Coldwater and Girard , 
which also received the name of Coldwater ; one in Matti- 
son, called Mattison Lake ; one in Sherwood, named Sher- 
wood Lake ; one in Quincy and Algansec, called Marble 
Lake ; two in Ovid, known as Long Lake and Lake of the 
Woods; two iu Gilead, called Gilead Lake and Island 
Pond; two in Kinderhook, known as Silver Lake and 
Fish Lake ; and one on the lino between Kinderhook and 
Indiana, bearing the appellatiott of Lake George. 

Around these lakes and through the forest the deer 
roamed in large numbers. Here, too, at night was heard 
the howling of innumerable wolves, always apparently hun- 
gry and seeking with ill sucoeas for food, their principal 
reliance being some superannuated or crippled deer which 
they were able to overtake. Occasionally a black bear 
rolled his unwieldy form beneath the trees, fattening him- 
self on acorns, walnuts, etc., in summer, and retiring in 
winter to some hollow oak to live on the accumulated capi- 
tal of his own flesh. At still rarer intervals, the shrill 
scream of the panther, fiercest of American beasts, was 
heard afar in the forest, making all other animals tremble 
with fear, and startling even the Indian warrior with 
the prospect of more than ordinary danger. 

Raccoons, squirrels, and other small animals abounded ; 
wild turkeys trooped in noisy squadrons through the un- 
dei^rowth, wild geese and ducks in spring and autumn 
often covered the surface of the placid lakes, while amid 
the branches of the trees flitted thousands of smaller birds, 
of varied song and diverse size, and many-hued plumage. 
On the ground, besides some harmless varieties of ser- 
pents, the deadly rattlesnake, generally of the "moccasin" 
Kpccics, made its tortuous way, preluding lis fatal stroke 
with the warning note which distinguishes it from all rep- 

But by far the most important occupants of the county 
at the time of settlement were the Indians. Before, how- 
ever, describing their situation at that time, perhaps it will 
be well to make brief mention of some relics believed by 
many to indicate the existence here of a much more highly 
civilized race than the red men found by the early ex- 
plorers. We approach this subject with much diffidence, 
for the ascertained facts are really very few and trivial, so 
far as this section is concerned, while the theories which 
have been built upon them arc so extensive as to tend to 
overawe any one who has not made the aubject a special 
study. 

First, as to the facta. In this county, as in various other 
parts of the St. Joseph Valley and throughout the re^on 



of the great lakes, there were found by the first settlers 
numerous mounds, some of which were evidently places of 
sepulture, while others had every appearance of having 
originally been erected as fortifications. Hon. E. G. Fuller 
has described to us several of these mounds, now almost 
obliterated, as they were when he first saw them. They 
are located on ground now belonging to Mrs. E«id, in the 
township of Girard, near the road from Coldwater to Union 
City. At the lime of settlement, the largest one was fifteen 
or twenty feet high, and about six reds in diameter. The 
next lai^est was eight or ten feet high and near four rods 
in diameter. Oaks two feet thick were growing on the top 
of the larger mound. In one of them a few bones and 
some rude stone implements were found, but not many of 
cither. Besides these and some smaller mounds there was 
also a small fort, about six rods in diameter, inclosed with 
a wall only a few feet high. Similar remnants of other 
days have been found in Bronson and in other parts of 
the county. In St. Joseph County they are still more 
numerous. 

Similar works are found nil along the shores of the great 
lakes, as far oast as the foot of Lake Ontario. As we go 
southward the works become more extensive and elaborate, 
and in ihe vicinity of the Ohio, they are so largo as to have 
attracted ihe moi't earnest attention of scientific men. It 
has long been a matter of general credence, that these were 
built by some race anterior and superior to the Indians, to 
whom, for lack of any other name, has been given the 
appellation of "Mound-Builders." 

Many, loo, believe that the slighter mounds and furta 
erected in the lake-country were the productions of the 
same people, but of this there is considerable doubt. In 
fact, the 5;p3n(;rally trivial character of the works in the lake- 
country, compared with those on and near the Ohio, natur- 
ally raises the presumption that the former were not built 
by the same rjce as the latter. Moreover, the northern 
structures are certainly such as could have been erected by 
the Indians, whether they were or not. True, the Indians 
were not in the habit of building earthen fortifications 
when the whites first settled in America, but they did build 
very elaborate palisades out of logs cut down with their 
stone-ases, and this required much more labor and skill 
than the construction of a small earthen fort. 

It should be observed, too, that while the fortifications 
and mounds throughout the lake region are all of a com- 
paratively trivial character, and could easily havo been con- 
structed by a barbarous race, yet within a hundred miles of 
Lake Erie—noticeably at Newark, Ohio — we fold far 
more important works, giving evidence that civilized or at 
least half- civilized men designed their form and superin- 
tended their erection. It is, of course, also well known 
that a half-civilized race, with numerous important buildings 
and fortifications, were found in Mexico by the Spaniards. 

It does not seem improbable, therefore, that a half-civil- 
ized race did once occupy the Ohio Valley and oonstmot 
the mighty works found there, while the shores of the great 
lakes (and the peninsula which lies between two of them) 
were held by the ancestors of the modern Indians. The 
latter would naturally Imitate their powerful neighbors, and 
build intrenchments to protect themselves i^dnst Uiem (as 



Hosiod by 



LiOOgle 



HtSTOKY OF BRANCH COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 



the Greeks and Chnclawn built breastworks in imitation of 
tbo whites at Talladega and Horee-Shoe Beud, to guard 
against the troops of Gen, Jackson). When the " Mound- 
Builders" disappeared from the Ohio Valley (either on ac- 
count of internecLue wars, or from a desire to migrate fo a 
milder clime, or for some other unknown reason) and the 
Indians spread over all this portion of the coDtinCDt, the 
latter would naturally cease to build the fortifications in- 
tended as a defense against their half-civilized foes, and 
content themselves with the palisades, which were sufficient 
for their bow-and-arrow warfare. 

This is only a crude and liastilj-construoted theory, yet 
it seems difficult otherwise to account for the very marked 
difference between the immense and elaborate structures 
found near the Ohio and the comparatively insignificant 
ones which line the shores of the great lakes and of the 
rivers which empty into them. 

Let us turn to the Indians who were in the territory of 
Branch County at the time of its settlement by the whites. 
These were almost entii'elj our old friends, the Fottawat- 
tamies, though a few Ottawag and still fewer CItippewas 
had drifted down from the north and had permanently 
located themselves among their ancient confederates. They 
were sometimes called the Nottutoa Indians, because their 
principal abidinj^-piaee was the village of Nottawa-seepe, 
around which, after 1827, was the only reservation they 
had in Michigan. 

Topenabe, so long the head chief of the Pottawattamies, 
was not yet dead, as will appear by subsequent treaties, but 
had doubtless become too old and infirm to exercise the 
duties of active leadership, as his name does not appear 
among the signers of the treaty of 1827. Penaishees, or 
Little Bird, whose name appears at the head of the list, 
was afterwards recognized as bead chief of the Pottawatta- 
mieg, but the principal man among the Noltawa portion of 
the tribe was the second signer of the treaty of 1827, 
whose name appears there as " Pierish" Moran, or Morau, 
but who ia by some called Pierre Moreau, a full-blood 
Frenchman or French Canadian, said to have been of good 
family and good education. 

In early life he began business as a merchant in Detroit 
and failed. He took the remnant of bis goods to the St. 
Joseph Biver and began trading with the Pottaicattamieg, 
His goods were soon used up, but by this time he had 
acquired a strong influence over the Notlawa band and a 
strong liking for Indian habits. He married an Indian 
woman, lived with the Indians, dressed like an Indian, 
became ■practically an Indian in everything but color, and 
did not differ much from his red comrades even in that. 
His influence steadily increased, and he became at length 
the head of the Noltawa band. 

An Indian named Oush-e-wees is said to have been the 
hereditary chief of the band, but was supplanted by the 
superior intelligence of Moreau. In 182S, the latter had 
i>ecome ^Id, decrepit, and to some extent imbecile, and 
Gosh-e-wees sought to regain his lost authority. He was 
resbled, however, by gau-au-quett (or Sau-quett, as he was 
commonly called by the whites), the oldest son of Moreau 
by his Indian wife. Sauquett was at that time a remarkably 
fiuo-iooking, stalwart half-breed, six feet three inches high, | 



straight and well-proportioned, with a keen intelligence, a 
strong will, an imposing address, and winning manners; 
but unprincipled and, like nearly all his people, very fond 
of whisky. 

Sauquett'a skillful management gave him a decided ad- 
vantage over Cush-e-wees, notwithstanding the legitimate 
descent of the latter. Even during the life of old Morean, 
Sauquett was generally recognized as the head of the In- 
dians on the reservation at Coldwater, which was eonimonly 
called "Sauqnett's Reservation." After Nottawa-seepe 
was made the headquarters of all the PottawaUamua, etc,, 
of Southern Michigan, and especially after his father's 
death, the esaot date of which is not known, Sauquett 
became practically the head of the hand, though a minority 
still adhered to Cush-e-ween. The feud between the rival 
factions generated much bad bSood, and, in connection 
wit!) other matters, afterwards caused considerable blood- 
Notwithstanding the exchange of Sauqnett's Reservation 
for an addition to that at Nottawa-seepe, the Indians, who 
had dwelt in the territory of Branch County, still contiDued 
to occupy their old homes, at least during a large portion 
of the time. It is impossible to say how many there were 
who might feirly be considered as Branch County Indians, 
as tlicy wei'e dnselj connccled with those at Nottawa-seepe, 
and many of them were frequently going back and forth 
between the two localities. All of the band usually moved 
at least twice a year ; raising their corn and beans in this 
locality in the summer, and removing to some distant hunt- 
ing-ground in the winter, where the game was entirely 
undisturbed. Generally they catne back in the spring to 
the localities they had left in the fall, but not always. 

There was a small village at Mick-ke-aaw-be or Cold- 
water, and another on Cocoosh Prairie, now Girard. The 
latter locality must have been occupied by them many 
years, as there were several well-grown apple-trees there. 
The writer has tried several times to obtain from old set- 
tlers a description of the lodges or houses of the Putla- 
waltamies in this vicinity, but they were of such a nonde- 
script character that the task has been extremely difficult. 
They seem to have been made of anything that came to 
hand. Sometimes, though rarely, a lew logs were piled 
up and a bark roof placed upon them. More often some 
crotched poles were set up and others laid upon them to 
make the trame ; the structure being completed by a bark 
roof and bark sides. If a piece of tent-cloth had been 
obtained anywhere, it usually supplied the place of bark as 
far as it would go. Sometimes one of the smaller cabins 
was occupied by a single family, but more often they were 
built twenty or thirty feet long and occupied by several 
families together. 

Around these, on a summer day, might have been seen 
the Indian braves lying at ease in the sun, while their 
patient squaws worked iu the patches of com and beans 
and pumpkins, which were usually fenced in with a row 
of stakes fastened together with strips of bark, to keep out 
the Indian ponies ; sometirats as many as ten acres being 
thus inclosed. Here, too, might be seen " eight little, nine 
little, ten little Indian boys" running about with n 
bows and arrows, shooting with remarks 
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birds which flitted around. Here, too, were stiil smnller 
children, naked as they were born, piiiying in the sun, while 
bright-eyed papooses, .strapped upon boards (to insure the 
straightness of the future warriors) and leaned against trees, 
watched the animated scene around. 

Despite the appa,rcnt indolence and selGshDcss with which 
the Indiana watohed the labors of the squ w h Id by 

no means be understood that the forme h ked 11 h 
duties of life. In accordance with imnieni 1 u n h 
work of the field devolved upon the weak sex bu 1 n 
there was little labor to be done in the fi Id d b 
of war and the chase were supposed to in lud h wl 1 
duty of man." Of the pleasures of war the P a 
had been largely deprived since thpir lompl te nqu by 
the United States, but the chase still remained W hen the 
leaves of the forest assumed their myrnd hues beneath the 
breath of autninn, and still more when the white mantle of 
winter covered all the land, the Pottawattamie brave girded 
his loins for the severest toils. Over hill and dale, over ice and 
snow, through chilling stream and tangled undergrowth, he 
pursued the track of the deer with unwavering patience and 
unflinching endurance. 

Arriving at length in the vicinity of his intended vic- 
tim (the nearness of which he could discern with extraor- 
dinary sagacity), his approaches were made with a skill 
surpassing that of the profoundest military strategist. 
Creeping slowly and stealthily, with half-frozen feet, a mile 
or more to gain the side of the doomed animal away from 
the wind ; lying prone in a snow-bank to lull the half- 
aroused suspicions of the quarry ; standing so quiet behind 
a tree th«t he seems frozen to it, he at length gains the 
wiahed-for opportunity, and a bullet from his rifle brings 
the stately monarch of the forest to the ground. With a 
yell in which lingers some of the glory of the old scalp- 
bunting times, he bounds forward to cut the throat of the 
victim, and then, alter hanging the carcass on a tree, out of 
reach of wolves, presses on with undiminished ardor to 
fresh toils and fresh conquests. Perhaps he returns and 
carries the carcass to camp, but quite as likely he merely 
informs bis squaw (or squaws) of its whereabouts, who skin 
and quarter it, and carry it home. 

Though accustomed to the most distant and most uncer- 
tain excursions in search of game, yet in traveling from 
one well-known locality to another, the Indians usually fol- 
lowed one trail in all its windings, marching in the well- 
known " Indian file," and with their own and their ponies' 
feet wearing a hard deep path inio the earth. Besides the 
great Chicago trail before mentioned, another ran northwest 
from Fort Wayne to Lake Michigan, crossing the former on 
the site of Coldwater. Fifteen years after the settlement 
by the whites, the Fort Wayne trail could still be seen, 
barely wide enough for an Indian pony to waik in, but 
worn sis inches below the surface of the ground. Still 
another ran from the Nottawa-seepe Reservation in St. Jo- 
seph County through Bronson and Gilead to Suscopicon 
Prairie in Indiana, and there were others of less importance 
in various parts of the county. 

Having given an outline of the condition of affairs at 
the time of the first settlement of Branch County by the 
whites, we now turn to note the arriTal of the pioneers. 
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It was in the spring of 1828 that the first permanent 
white settler located himself within the limits of the pres- 
ent county of Branch. This was " Jabe" Bronson, for so 
he always signed his name, — not Jabez as it has sometimes 
been printed. Mr. Bronson had already reached middle 
age, was a ship -carpenter by trade, and had previously 
built vessels on Lake Erie. He had made his way to 
While Pigeon, St Joseph Co., the year before (1827), 
where he had raised a crop of com, but in 1828 he made 
a permanent location on what was long known as Bronson 's 
Prairie, a little south of the present village of Bronson, in 
the township of the same name. There he built a log 
house and opened a tavern. 

His wife had been a widow — a Mrs. Potter — previous to 
his marriage with her, and they were accompanied to Branch 
County by her four children, John, Abial, Emma, and Laura 
Potter, all adults or nearly so. John Potter soon established 
an Indian trading-post at Bronson 's Prairie. He seemed to 
have a peculiar faculty for that business, and ere long be- 
came able to speak the PottauxUtamie language with con- 
siderable facility. 

It is believed that Seth Dunham also located at Bronson's 
Prairie in 1828, though perhaps not till the next year. Ho 
was also a ship' carpenter. His residence was at the west 
end of the present village of Bronson, his place being now 
owned by Mr. Ruggles. It had previonsly been occupied 
by a "squalter," but his name is unknown, and as he only 
remained a short' time he can hardly be considered as a 
" settler," though he might pass as a pioneer. Either 
Dunham or his predecessor set out there the first orchard 

Another emigrant who scarcely comes within the defini- 
tion of a settler,— in &ot, a very unsettled person indeed, — 
was a Welshman named Phineas Bonner, who with his 
family located himself on Four-Mile Creek, in the present 
township of Batavia. It is not known exactly when he 
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cfline into the county, and he may possibly hi. 
Uronson ; but as the time oF the advent of the latter ia 
known, and as Bonner was as much Indi:in<trader bs any- 
thing else, Bronson is put down ns the first settler, Indian- 
traders not being counted in that catejiory. He ia said by 
Wales Adams, Esq,, who knew him, to have been a man of 
considerable intelHgeuce, who had perhaps been a sailor. 
He told of many travels on the Old Continent, of coasting 
along the shores of the Mediterranean, and visiting the 
imperial city of Constantinople, and was currently reputed 
to have run away from a school wliiuh he was teaehjng in 
Ohio, with one of his female pupils, whom he made his 

While here, he acted the part of both farmer and trader, 
raising corn, which he sold to the Indians for furs, and 
sending the latter where they could be sold for money. In a 
abort time he removed lo a point in the woods, a mile or two 
east of the site of Coldwater. But his restless, wandering 
disposition still clung to him. He made no attempt to 
acquire land, and when, after a few years, the county con- 
tained thirty or forty families, he considered it as too 
crowded f<^r him, and moved on to some more roomy loca- 

The first settler in the county (except Bonner), away 
from Broason's Prairie, was Richard W. Corbus, who came 
to the present township of Girard in the year 1829. Ho 
was accompanied by his mother and his niece. The latter, 
now Mrs. Sarah Ann Smith, is still living at Quincy, and is 
the earliest surviving resident of the county. They lived 
several mouths in a deserted wigwam ; then mored into a 
log house and lived there a year or more, without a single 
white neighbor in the township. 

In the spring of 1829, Jeremiah TiUoteon located him- 
self near Bronson, and also began keeping tavern. By the 
fact of two taverns being opened close to each other, it may 
reasonably be presumed that there was considerable travel 
over the Chicago road. This is also known from other 
sources. There was already quite a settlement at White 
Pigeon, and during the summer of this year, the first 
maii-route was established west of Lenawee County. It 
was from Tecumseh, in that county, to While Pigeon. 
The contractor was John Miehell, of the latter place, and 
his contract required him to carry the mail once a week 
each way in the summer, and once every two weeks in the 
winter. During 1829 the method of transportation was on 
horseback. 

John Toole was another emigrant of 1829, who located 
at Bronson, and there were probably five or sis fiimilies 
there in all, as in the winter of 1829-30. Toole taught a 
small school there, — unquestionably the first in the county. 
In fact, there was no one living in the county, away from 
the vicinity of Bronaon's Prairie, except our Fottawattainie 
friends, the occupants of the French trading-post on Cold- 
water River, Mr. Corbus' family in Girard, and the wan- 
dering adventurer, Phineas Bonner. 

Up to this time, the territory of Branch County, and 
indeed the whole southwestern part of Michigan, had com- 
prised the township of St. Joseph's, which was a part of the 
county of Lenawee. On the 29th day of October, 1829, 
however, a law was passed by the Legislative Council of 



Michigan, and approved by the Governor, forming the 
counties of Washtenaw, Ingham, Eaton, Burry, Jackson, 
Calhoun, Kalamasoo, Van Buren, Hillsdale, Branch, St. 
Joseph, Cass, and Berrien. The tenth section read as fol- 

" That so much of the country as lies west of the line 
between ranges four and five, west of the meridian, and 
east of the line between ranges eight and nine west, and 
south of the line between townships four and five, south of 
the base-line, and north of the boundary- line, between this 
Territory and the State of Indiana, be and the same is 
hereby set off into a separate county, and the name there- 
of shall be Branch," 

This name was derived from that of Hon. John Branch, 
of North Carolina, who, on the preceding 4th of March, 
had been appointed Secretary of the Navy of the United 
Slates by the new President, Gen, Andrew Jackson. The 
formation of a county, however, as our readers are prob- 
ably aware, by no means indicated the immediate esistence 
of a county organization ; it merely showed that, in the 
judgment of the legislative council, the district thus desig- 
nated, bounded and named would make a very good county 
at sonie future time. These inchoate counties were usually 
attached to more populous ones for all legal purposes until 
such times as they should themselves have a sufficient 
number of inhabitants to justify their being provided with 
county oi^anizations. 

In the present case an act was passed on the 4th day of 
November, 1829, sis days after the establishment of the 
thirteen counties before named, organizing two of the num- 
ber, St. Joseph and Ca.ss. Branch, Kalamazoo, Barry, and 
Eaton Counties, together with an immense unorganized and 
unoccupied tract extending north nearly to the Strait of 
Mackinaw, were attached to St. Joseph County. The next 
day (Nov. 5, 1829) an act was approved forming several 
new townships of imperial extent. The fifth section read 
as follows : 

" That the counties of Branch, Caliioun, and Eaton, and 
all the country lying north of the county of Eaton, which 
are attached to and form a part of the county of St. Joseph, 
shall form a township of the name of Green, and the first 
township-meeting shall be held at the house of Jabez 
Bronson, in said township." 

Thus the log tavern of " Jabe" (for we adhere to his 
signature in spite of the law) Bronson became the capital 
of an empire reaching from the boundary of Indiana to the 
southern line of the county of Mackinaw. 

There are no original records estant showing when that 
first township-meeting was held, but from a copy of the 
account of the supervisor of the township of Green, in- 

t d n tl forepart of the oldest town-book of Coldwater, 
th n for believing that it was held on the 10th 

day f F bruary, 1830. At all events that account de- 
1 d tl t t ran from the 10th day of February, 1830, 
to th 1st d y of April, 1832. 

But whether held in February, or at the usual time, Iq 
April, there is no reasonable doubt but that the first town- 
ship meeting in the county was held at the house of Jabe 
Bronson, in the forepart of 1830, instead of at the Po- 
cahontas (or Black Hawk) Mill, two years later, as has 
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often been asserted. A full set of township officers was 
elected. The record of thdr election is lost, but the above- 
mentioned account corroborates this BtatemeuC, and Wales 
Adams, who came in September following, found them ex- 
ercising the duties of their office. Thej are not all known, 
but Seth Dunham was elected supervisor, John Morse 
township clert, and John G-. Richardson constable and col- 
lector. ABout the same time Jabe Bronson was appointed 
the first justice of the peace in the county by the Gov- 
ernor, and the first postmaster by the President. His jus- 
tice-office and post-office were both, of course, at his log 
tavern on Bronson's Prairie. 

In the spring of 1830, Schoolmaster Toole began the 
erection of a saw-mtU on the west branch of Ooldwater 
River, a short distance above where the village of Branch 
was afterwards laid out. The location was for several years 
called Pocahontas Mills, but has since been known as Black 
Hawk Mills. This was the first enterprise of the kind 
undertaken in the county. The work moved slowly, as 
Mr. Toole was not very well supplied with funds. During 
the summer he admitted fo partnership with him Seth 
Dunham, John Allen (from Allen's Prairie, Hillsdale 
County, brother of the original settler there), and one or 
two others. Later in the season Toole became discouraged 
and left the county. The others eoniinued the work, but 
the mill was not completed till the spring of 1831. 

Iq March, 1830, Abram F. Bolton and John Morse 
came with their families and built a log house on the Chi- 
cago road, where it crossed the line between sections twenty- 
three and twenty-four, in the present township of Coldwater. 
As soon as it was built, Morse began keeping tavern in it. 
He was in Bolton's employ. The latter, who was a man 
of some means, soon after bought the land east of Cold- 
water River, and north of the Chicago road, now included 
within the limits of Coldwater City. The same summer 
Lemuel Bingham established a blacksmith-shop near Bon- 
ner's residence in the east part of township 6, range 6 
(Coldwater). Dr. David'M, Henry, a relative of Bolton, 
came with him. He was the first physician in the county. 
He immediately began practice, boarding with Bolton, but 
remained only about a year and a half 

Another event of the spring of 1830, which may, per- 
haps, be worth noticing, was the first attempt made by 
white men to transport freight on the St. Joseph. J. W. 
Fletcher and John Allen (the latter being then at work 
for the former in the present township of Sturgls, St. 
Joseph Co.) went to Allen's Prairie, in Hillsdale County, 
and bought ten bushels of seed potatoes and fifteen bushels 
of seed oats. They constructed two whitewood canoes, 
loaded in their oata and potatoes, ran down Sand Creek 
from the Prairie to the St. Joseph, and set out on the 
navigation of the latter stream. 

Until they reached the mouth of the Coldwater, they 
found their way seriously impeded by shallow places, dams 
of flood-wood, and similar obstacles. But they made bass- 
wood " skids," on which they slid their canoes over the 
dams, while at the shallows they promptly jumped into the 
water, and each helped the other lighten his boat. Deer 
and other game were frequently seen on the banks of the 
nver, but the rocking of the canoes prevented the rifles of 



the navigators from furnishing them with venison. They 
had, however, plenty of baked potatoes, and a bee-tree 
which they found on the bank supplied them with wild 
honey. Below the mouth of the Coldwater the water was 
high and the way clear, and they had no serious difficulty 
in reaching their destination. The return trip occupied 
ten days. 

The afiair would hardly be worth mention, in a oom- 
merciai aspect, for the navigation of the upper St. Joseph 
has never assumed proportions of any importance, but the 
enterprise of Messrs. Fleteher and Allen illustrates very 
forcibly the difficulties of land transportation in 1830. 
The distance from Fletcher's residence to Allen's Prairie, 
by land, was only about forty miles, yet he preferred to 
take his hired man with him on foot, build canoes, and 
then make a return journey of ten days, rather than trust 
a team to the tender mercies of the Chicago road, and the 
still more hopeless trails which led from that road to Not- 
tawa Prairie. 

In June of this year (1830), we find the very first 
record relating to the township of Green, after its organiza- 
tion. It is to be found in what appears to be the original 
township book of Green, now in possession of the township 
clerk of Girard. It seems that when, in 1833, Green was 
divided into Coldwater and Praiiie River, the clerk (John 
Morse) resided in the former township. He kept the 
book and used it for Coldwater. 

The next year Joseph C, Corbus, who lived in the 
present township of Girard, was elected clerk of Coldwater. 
Before his term espired Girard was taken aS, when he 
kept the book and used it for that township. 

Unfortunately, the first two leaves, probably containing 
the records of the town-meetings of 1930 and 1831, have 
been torn Out. In another part of the book, however, are 
some miscellaneous records, among which is one dated 
June 6, 1830. It relates to the ear-marks of sheep and 
cattle, a matter about which people had to be careful when 
stock of all kinds generally ran loose in the woods. It 
reads as follows : 



"John Morse, Ck>-k." 

This shows plainly that the township of Green was in 
working order and had a town clerk as early as June, 1830, 
thus corroborating the law of 1829, providing for a town- 
meeting, and the statement of Mr. Adams. Many old 
records of Green Township are also to be found in the first 
township book of Coldwater ; and it is therefore presuma- 
ble that the Girard book is the original one. 

During the summer of 1830, commissioners were ap- 
pointed by the Governor to locate the county-seat of 
Branch County. These commissioners were Musgrove 
Evans, of Tecumseh, Lenawee Co. ; Dr. Reuben Pieree, 
of Clinton, Lenawee Co, ; and James Olds, of Jones- ^ 
ville, Hillsdale Co. Mr. Bolton explained to them the " 
beauties of his location, which he called Coldwater, situ- 
ated just where the Chicago road, the great highway of ' 
the county, crossed the principal river, and the commia- 
sioaers "stuck the stake" there. This "sticking the 
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stake" is an expression frequeuily met with in accounis 
of the location of countj-seats, and was a very important 
part of the proceedings. Verj frequently the embryo tity 
ohosen as a. county-seat hud but one or two bouses in it, 
and sometimes none at all. Consequently it was not suffi- 
cient to establish the county-seat in a certain village, but 
the commissioners must " stick a stakt:" to designate the 
exact loraition of the county buildings. 

Unfortunately for Mr. Bolton, however, there was 
another part of the proceedings quite as important as 
" sticking the stake," which the commissioners neglected 
to perform. This was the " swearing in" of the worthy 
officials. Not having taken the oath of office, their pro- 
ceedings were of no legal force. The result will be shown 
in the annals of the following year. 

The same year (1830) the brothers William H. and 
Robert J. Cross located themselves a mile east of the site 
of the court-house. Hugh Campbell bought an "eighty" 
of the government in the southwest corner of section 15, 
in the centre of the present city of Coldwater, being the 
first resident of that flourishing burg. 

Daring the same season the popufation of the present 
township of Girard was increased by the arrival of Henry 
Van Hyning, Edward Hanchelt, and perhaps one or two 
others. 

In September, 1830, there came from the city of New 
York to the county of Branch a young man who is now, 
so far as we can learn, the earliest surviving mule resident 
of that county. A native of New England, he had a 
natural tendency toward mechanics, and was parlieularly 
desirous to find a good place for the erection of a mill. 
Passing, therefore, by the prairies at Coldwater and Bron- 
son, he followed the Chicago road to the point where it 
crossed Prairie River, five miles southwest from Bronson's 
tavern, and there, in partnership with his friend, Willard 
Pierce, b^an the erection of a saw-mill. 

Mr, Adams, whose clear mind retains a vivid recollection 
of the events of that day, states that at the time of his 
arrival there were twelve families in Branch County. 
Bronson, Tillotson, and Morse were then keeping tavern. 
Dunham, Toole & Co. were building their mill at Poca- 
hontas, and the prospects of Branch County were con- 
sidered to be decidedly encouraging. That summer two- 
horae stages were put upon the Chicago road, running twice 
a week as far west as Niles ; yet that road was not opened 
by the government till two or three years later. A few 
small trees had been cut by emigrants, so that a wagon 
could barely pass, and a few of the worst places were 
repaired by the owners of the stages, but it must indeed 
have been " a hard road to travel." 

That autumn Mr. Allen Tibbits, the well-known resi- 
dent of Coldwater, then a young local Methodist preacher 
at Plymouth, twenty-five miles west of Detroit, set out to 
seek a new habitation. Traveling, aa did almost every 
one, on horseback, he foSlowed an Indian trail from Jack- 
son to AUenls Prairie, losing one day on account of taking 
the wrong trail, and falling in with Benjamin Smith, 
Martin Barnhart, and a Mr. Freeman on the way. The 
four came to Morse's tavern, and thence to Cocoosh Prairie, 
Barnhart and Smith selected land on West Cocoosh, which 



tliey soon bought, but Tibbits did not become a resident of 
the county till the next year. 

In December came another of the oldest of the old resi- 
dents, Harvey Warner, now of Coldwaler township. After 
determining to make his home in the county, he returned 
to Clinton, in this State, and sent Barnabas Wilkinson and 
James S, Brooks to build a new hotel for A. F. Bolton. 
This was the first framed building in the county, and was 
situated on the Chicago road, on the east side of Coldwater 
River, where the county-seat had first been located, 

Loren Marsh came this spring and established a trading- 
post in the east part of the present township of Coldwater. 
He afterwards moved to the old post west of Coldwater 
River, where he remained several years, having a iai^ 
trade with the Indians, and gi'eat influence over them. 
He is well remembered by many old settlers. 

The tases of the township of Green (that is, of the 
whole county of Branch) for the year 1830, collected by 
Collector John G. Richardson, and turned over to Super- 
visor Seth Dunham, amounted to seven dollars and thirty- 
sis cents. The supervisor's commission on it, at five per 
cent., was thirty-seven cents. 

The second school in the county was taught by Colum- 
bia Lancaster, whose permanent home was in St, Joseph 
County, Columbia Laneastor was a well-known man in 
Southern Michigan between forty and fifty years ago. He 
was Homewliat celebrated as a lawyer, and still more so as a 
hunter, being reported to have killed three hundred and 
sisty-sis deer in one year. He frequently acted as prose- 
cuting attorney of this and St, Joseph Counties, and was 
regularly appointed to that position in the latter county .by 
the Governor in 1835. Many years afterwards he removed 
to Washington Territory, and in 1854 was elected delegate 
in Congress from that Territory. Even while teaching 
school, as he did in the beginning of his professional career, 
he managed lo increase his revenue by trapping, besides 
killing all the venison needed by the neighborhood. 

In April, 1831, the township-meeting of Green was 
held, according to the recollection of Mr, Adams, at the 
Indian trading-post just west of Coldwater River. Mr. 
Adams did not go himself, but hia partner, Willard Pierce, 
did, and was elected to one of the minor offices. Mr, Pierce, 
however, returned East that same season. Some doubt 
has been expressed regarding the holding of this meeting 
at the trading-post, but a town-meeting was certainly held 
somewhere in the county that year, Seth Dunham being 
re-elected supervisor, and John Morse being chosen both 
collector and township clerk, as appears by subsequent 
records. It seems probable that Mr. Adams' recollection 
is correct as to the location. 

In the spring of 1831 a new land-district was established, 
consisting of all that part of Michigan west of the principal 
meridian ; the office being at White Pigeon, St. Joseph Co. 
This was somewhat more convenient than Monroe had been, 
being not more than fifty miles from the most distant part 
of Branch County. 

In the forepart of 1831, also, another efi'ort was made to 
establish a county-seat for Branch County, New commis- 
sioners were appointed, under an act of Alarch 4, 1831, 
who again came to view the ground. , 
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esplained the sUnation and facilities of his location, but 
without avail. For reasons best known tjj themselves, the 
eommisaioDers decided to locate the couaty-seat at a point 
on the west side of the west branch of Coldwatcr River 
three-fourths of a mile down stream (north) from the Poca- 
hontas Mills before mentioned. The " stake was stuck" in 
the forest where not a tree had been out, near the line 
between sections 19 and 30, township 6, range 6 (Cold- 
water). 

Messrs. Eliaha Warren and others speedily purchased a 
tract of land around the stake in question, and laid out a 
village, to which they gave the name of Branch. We be- 
lieve, however, that a single lo;; house, and a clearing large 
enough for it to stand in, constituted the improvements at 
the new eountj-seat for the year 1831. It will be remem- 
bered that the county was stUI unorganiaid and the county 
seat had n; oflicinl business to support it but must depend 
on the glories of the tuture 

The population of Branch County was increased by wlnt 
seemed quite i lirge number of aettlera in ISil Mr 
Warren relurned With his young wifi, and bi^an keeping 
hotel in Biltons npw building on the (.oldwater ilien 
Titbits also returned and located on the site of Coldnatcr 
City. &arauel Oraig — whose widow Mrs fclizi Craig is 
still living in Girard — moved fn that township fiom \l 
len's Prairie ; Joseph C. Corbus came with him exchan^inp, 
farms with his brother Richard ; Benjimin Smith cime to 
the place he had previously selected the same season and 
Henry Van Ilyning moved into a house in* had erected the 
year before. James B. Tompkins a survevoi came ti the 
same township in July, and has leiided there till the pros 
ent time. In fact, the population of tht countj had bj 
this time become so numerous th tt wc must leave the men 
tion of individual emigrants to the writers on the larious 
townships, escept in some marked cases 

Dr. Enoch Chase, who eame in IS j1 and located at C^ld 
water, was the second physician m the ountj uil as 
Dr. Hill soon left. Chase had the field t, himself fir a bhfrt 

The " mark" records were continued in ISil the next 
after the one before copied being the tollowing 

"Wm. JI. Otoas, hiB mark tor cattle, sheep, liogn, n. sivullon fork id 



"John MonsE, Clcrh." 

Another mark was recorded by R. J. Cross the same 
day. The above not only shows that town officers were 
acting in 1831, but that the name of Coldwater had already 
been adopted for the locality to whicli it now pertains. 
Another evidence on the question of officers is the following 
from the same book : 

"Thia may certify that Jabe BronBon has token the onth as over- 
aeer of the poor for tbe tonD of Green. 
"April 12,1831. 

"JonNMonSE, CUrl ." 

The nest entry shows the division of the township (that 
is, of the county) into road-districls, though in rather awk- 
ward language: 



"For the township of Sraan. This may eortifj that the district 
No. 1 nn^ district No. 2 nnd district No. », also No. 1 and b, whicb . 
are recorded this twentj-fhird day of April, 1831. 

"Jons Morse, CUrk," 
The nest step iu regard to roads was the one described in 
the ensuing record : 

"At a meeting of the commiosionera of highways, for the town of 
Green, on the Hth of May. 1831, the following persons were appointed 
overseers of highways [ [lathm asters] : District No. 1, Miirtia Barn- 
hart; No. 2, Robert CrosSj No. 3, John Allen; No. 4, Jeremiah 
Tillotson; No. 5, Williard Pierce. 

"May 16, 1831. "JoHS Morbk, CUrk. 

"Wh, H. Cross, 
" a,mmi„io«iT, "/Hiffh.^as--" 

The first record of the establishment of a road in the county 
is the one given below. (It will be understood that the 
Chicago road, being laid out by the genera! government, 
needed no action by town or county officials.) The ensuing 
record was made in 1831, but the exact date is not given ; 

"Survey of a road established bj the commissioners of highways of 
the town of Qrecn, county of St. Joseph [strictly speaking, it should 
have been county of Branch, nttuchod to St. Joseph] ; oommsncing at 
lhelineatcorneri'Df9ectii)ns33nnd31,townahip4south, range a west, 

south on seotion line nine miles to the corner of sections 15, 1 6, 2!, 22, 
town9i.i|j 6 south, r:inge B ivci. 

"WiLLTAW II. Caoaa, 
" C„«.mi„i:mr> of mgkw«!,..-' 

The above is now known as the Marshall road, running 
from the centre of Coldwatcr City north to the county line. 
Two other records of 1831 were the following ; 

Tlic tonnahip of Green to Seth DuEliam, Dr. To one day's aer- 

to olerk's office, (2.60; canvassing votes at olerk'a office, $1,- travel 
forty miles, S2.&0." 

Township of Green to John Morse, Dr, For serving as elerk for 
plect ng delegate, July, IS3I, Si." 

"John Mokbe, Clerk." 

All these items show beyond question that there was a 
fully organized township in 1831, a point which has been 
di'.putod by several persons. 

The Indians still remained 
ing their bark huta in sunim« 
cursions in winter. They w( 
troublesome, but not extremel 
the Indiana had used for thi 
happened 
purchased. 



their old locations, oceupy- 
aod going on hunting ex- 
sometimes inclined to be 
io. A piece of land which 
gardens and corn ground 
be a part of the tract which Mr. Van Hyning 
The latter proceeded to plow it up, with the 
intention of planting it to corn. A stalwart Indian stopped 
him, and declared that the cultivated ground was hts, and Van 
Hjntng must not use it. A serious quarrel seemed likely 
to ensue. One of the Corbuses mediated between the con- 
tustiints, and at length Van Hyning agreed to give the In- 
dian half the oorn mised on the cultivated ground, which 
was only a small tract. 

The Indians seemed to have a kind of idea that, although 
they had sold their land, yet they had a special right to 
whatever improvements might have been put upon it by 
them. Another and more marked example of this occurred 
on the land of Mr. J. B. Tompkins, within a short time 
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af1:er his settlemeDt. This inclosed the Indian vilkge at 
Girard, and there were four good-sised apple-trees upon it. 
Some of tho squaws frequeotlj came to Mr. Tompkins and 
demanded paj for those trees. The Indians, they said, 
might have sold tlie land, but thej (the squaws) had planted 
those apple-treea and taken eare of them, and they insisted 
on having pay for them. Mr. Tompkins naturally under- 
stood that when he bought the land he bought all the 
trees there were on it, and declined to pay further. 

One morning, about day-break, he was told by one of bis 
family that some one was cutting down his apple-trees. 
Hurrying out, he found an old squaw and a young one 
busily at work with their rude, light axes, commonly ealled 
" squaw hatchets." They had already cut down three of 
the four trees, and not only that, but, appaiently fearing 
lest the white man's art □)ight set them growing again, ihey 
had cut the branches in small pieces and had carried ofT the 
trunks and hidden them. 

When Mr. Tompkins reaehed the spot the younger squaw 
had raised her hatchet to attack the last tree. Mr. T. called 
a halt, and obtaining the services of his neighbor, Mr. 
McOai'ty, who could talk Indian, proceeded to hold a parley 
wi(h the aboriginal champions of woman's rights. After a 
good deal of palaver the squaws agreed not to cut down the 
last tree, in considemtion of a liberal donation of flour. It 
was afterwards girdled twice, — once at the roots and once 
higher up. Yet the Indian hatchets were so dull that the 
girdling was not thoroughly done, now baik grew where the 
old had been cut away, and the tree continued to bear fruit. 

Indians were quite as repuj^nant to the white men's hoi'scs 
and cattle as they were to the while men themselves. Tho 
first cattle that Mr. Tompkins brought into the county 
were almost certain to run away if an Indian approached 
them. When driving along in the night, if they threw up 
their heads and began to show signs of fear, the owner was 
pretty sure that one or more Indians were coming, even be- 
fore he could see them himself. Dismounting from his 
wagon, he would at once unhitch his oien, and chain them 
to a tree until the cause of their fright had passed. Other 
old residents give the same account of the antipathy of 
thoir animals for the red men. Hon. Harvey Haynes gave 
ns an amusing account of this antipathy, and although it 
occurred several years later than the time now uuder.con- 
aideration (Mr. Haynes came to the county in 1836J yet 
it will be most apposite here : 

Mr. Haynes says ho never was tempted to be a missionary 
but once, and that was shortly at^r he came into the 
county. He was then a youth of about sixteen or seven- 
teen years. Among llie Indians who fretjuontly pa.'sed his 
father's house (on tho premises now occupied by Mr. 
Haynes) was a peculiarly smart, bright-looking boy, a little 
younger than himself. The £imily showed a liking for tho 
cute-looking son of the forest, and he became a frequent 
visitor, geoeraily managing to get something to eat at each 

"Now," thought young Harvey to himself, "if I can 
teach my aboriginal brother how to work on a farm, it will 
be a great blessing to him ; it will enable him to earn a civ- 
ilised subitistence during life, and may, perhaps, bring some 
recouipeneo for the board he manages to obtiwn." Accord- 



ingly the white boy, beginning cautiously, showed his red 
i'riend how to do some simple chorea about the house and 
bani, which the latter did without demur. 

At length one morning, lute in autumn, the Indian came 
bright and early and obtained a good breakfast, when Har- 
vey decided to carry forward his education another step 
and employ him on a more important task than before. 
His own work for the day was to attend to the threshing 
of a quantity of grain by the old-fashioned method of 
" treading it out ;" driving horses back and forth over it, 
and changing the Straw when necessary. He thought he 
would have Master Indian drive the horses, while he him- 
self would attend to shaking up the straw, changing tho 
"floorings," etc. So the two went to the barn together, 
and young Haynes threw down a flooring of grain and ex- 
plained to the other by signs and such few words of English 
as the latter could understand what was to be done. The 
youth was perfectly willing. 

" Yes — yes^good — Indian drive horae — all right." 

Accordingly Harvey brought the horses on to the barn 
floor, — -a young, active, powerfai team, full of life and 
vigor. But no sooner had they got a fair sight of the 
young aboriginal than they began to snort and dance. The 
more young Haynes tried to hold them the more they 
would not be held. They reared and jumped and bounded, 
and tore around the barn-floor more like wild animals than 
civilized. Christian quadrupeds. The Indian cowered in a 
corner and Harvey was soon obliged to give up all attempts 
at managing his ateeds. It was hard to tell which was the 
most frightened: the furious horses, the would-be mis- 
sionary, or the intended neophyte, 

The animals grew worse and worse, and Harvey waa 
compelled to seek safety by climbing up the ladder between 
the barn-floor and hay-mow. Aa he did so he saw the In- 
dian darting out through a hole in the back of the barn. 
As soon as he was gone the horses began to cool down. In 
a few moments their master was able to descend from his 
perch, and he immediately ran out-doors to see what had 
become of hb pupil. He saw bim running northward at 
full speed across the fields, turning neither to the right nor 
the left, never looking behind him, and having already 
almost reached the shelter of the forest. Beneath its 
friendly shadows he soon disappeared, and never more 
were his dark features seen at the home of his former 
friends. It ia doubtful if he ever visited Coldwater again 
from that time till the removal of his tribe to the Far 
West. He had enough of civiliaition, and young Haynes 
was equally well satisfied with his one effort as a mission- 
ary, and never again attempted tnat r6le. 

Wolves as well as Indians were numerous and trouble- 
some. Mr. Tibbita mentions driving them out of his barn- 
yard after there was quite a little settlement at Coldwater. 
They were mostly of the ordinary gray species, but once in 
a great while a hnge black wolf would be seen, the largest 
and fiercest of his race. 

By the end of 1831 there was a population of thirty or 
forty families in the county, mostly, if not entirely, in the 
present towns of Bronson, Coldwater, and Girard. Pros- 
perity seemed to be assured, and schemes of laying out 
villages began to be talked over with greatrfconfideni 
los-od by V^iL 
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In the beginning of 1832, Silas A. Holbrook, whose 
amiable and venerable widow still resides at Coldwater, 
came to the place wliere that city was to be, and established 
the first store in the county, asiOe from the Indian trading- 
posts. It was a diminutivo affair, but it marked the be- 
ginning of an important tommeree. 

On the 2d day of April, 1832, the third town-meeting 
of Green was held at a small cabin near the Pocahontas 
Miiis. Thia was the meeting which has generally been 
considered aa the first in the county, perhaps because it 
was the first of which there was any direct record, though 
in fact it was two years subsequent to the first meeting. 

Before giving the record of this third meeting, we will 
transcribe here the consolidated account of the supervisor 
for the two previous years, presented by him to the town- 
ship hoard at this time. It is copied from the township 
book of Coldwater, being evidently taken from the original 
document ; 

" TbeSuperrieor of Green Tonnshlp in nceouot current with eiid 
township from Feb. 10, 1330, to April 1, 1832. 

"Dr. 
"1830. To amount of town taireeeivedtbia year rron John 
G, Riehardson, coUeotor. [Thia extended into 

1831] : $7.36 

To ainountoftal received for 1833 [that is, 1931-32], 
per John Morae, collects 48.96 

56.32 
Under ehatge on town tax 50 
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"Thia may oettifythat we, the ui 
ship board of the township of flre 
count, and Hnd it eorrect. 



Below me give a copy of the record of the election, 
copied from the town book of Oirard, which was probably 
the original book of Green : 



" The . 



:hip of Oreen met at lb. 
, 1832, for the election o 
Lemuel Bingham w 



water River the 2d of April 
cers sad for other pnrposce, ] 

Morae, town elerk, oomposed the board. The following officers 
electsd by rsaolDtlon : Sclh Dunham, SuperiiBor, John Mone, 1 



Clerl 



«, John < 



J. Croii, .Jsmea B. Tampki 
Highways t Seymour L. Binghi 
L. Guile, Constable on Bronson 
niaeter; William H. Cross, Tr« 

Seth Danbam, Asel Kent, Inspe 



bus, Wal. 
Dttvii 



lAdan 



■et; William MoCarty, Benjan: 
I'oits, Commneionera of Sehoo 
ra of Sehuuls. 



" 0™'.ee.'» ../ //iVSimj..— E. 6. Hanchett, Di«lriot No. 1; Joseph 
HaBohet', District No. 2 ; John Alb n. District No. 3 ; Jabe Bronson, 
Dietrict No. 4; Horace D. Judaon, District No. a ; Martin Barnburt, 
District No. 6; Samuel Smith [poun dm after], 00 Bronfon'a Prairie, 
Joaeph C. Corbus, on Coquish Prairie; Harvey Warner, on Coldwater 



"Moved and c 
id to eicecd foui 



all fences four rails high aball not b« 






" Moved ancl carried that no atud borse ot colt over two yeara old 
be allowed to run at large. 

" Moved and carried that one dollar is bid on wolves. 

" Moved and carried that the ne.it anpnil township-met ting will 
be held nt the house of John Morse." 

"The board of town auditors for the year ending Sept, 25, 1832, 
composed of Scth Dunham, Supcrvieor; John Mome, Town Clerlii 
Robert J. Cross, JuBfica of the Peace, allowed the following aocounta 
of township officers: Joseph Hanehclt, $1; Robert J. Cross, tS; 
Phineos Bonor [Bonner], SI; Selh Dunham, $7; Allen TibbiU, 
U.^n ; James B. Tompkins, $7 ; John Morae, $2." 



! records are to be found i 
, but in different order and 



Substantially the i 
town book of Coldwi 
elaborate form. 

It was in the spring of 1832 that the first person of 
wide-spread reputation selected a home in Branch County, 
and among all the prominent men who have resided there, 
few, if any, were as widely or favorably known as the one 
of whom we apeak. While young Wales Adams was en- 
gaged in his business on Praiiie River, toward the ulose of 
a spring day, there arrived at the log tuvern near bis mill 
a portly, dignified, well-dressed, middle-aged gentleman, 
showing in his face and manner the evidcnee of both culture 
and authority, who, with one companion, rode up on horae- 
bact (the usual mode of traveling then) from the eastward 
over the Chicago road. Thig was Right Reverend Philan- 
der Chase, uncle of the great statesman, Salmon P. Chase, 
first Episcopal bishop of Ohio, founder of Kenyon College, 
in that State, and the man who may also be considered as, 
to a great extent, the founder of the Episcopal Church west 
of the Alleghanies. Bishop Chase was then fifty-six years 
old, having been born at Corinth, N. H., on the 14th day 
of December, 1775. His life had been a very active one; 
he having resided several yeara in Louisiana, in which 
State he was the firet Protestant minister ; and having 
afterwards performed great services in building up Epis- 
copacy in the West. His companion was Bezaleel Wells, 
Esq., of Steubenville, Ohio. 

Mr. Chase had resigned the bishopric of Ohio and the 
presidency of Kenyon College, and was now seeking a loca- 
tion for a farm, with perhaps some intention of establish- 
ing a simitar institution in the wilderness. He had had 
reason to expect that he would be appointed bishop of 
Michigan, and was anxious to find a suitable place for his 
intended work in that Territory. 

The circumstances att«nding the bishop's settlement in 
Branch County are so graphically related by him, in his 
published "Beaiiniscences" or autobic^rapby, that we 
quol« a few sentences from that work. It will be observed 
that he speaks of himself in the third person : 

" It was Friday night when they [Messrs. Chase and 
Wells] reached a place called 'Adams' Mills,' on one of 
the streams of St. Joseph's River. Here Mr. Wells heard 
of his sons on Prairie Konde ; that tbey were doing well. 

"'And who is this?' said the landlord of * log-cabin 
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tavern to Mr. Wells, in a low voice ; ' who is this whom 
jou have with you? Is he come out to purchase lands?' 

" Mr. Wells replied, ' He may purchase if he finds some 
that suits him.' 

" Mr. JudsoR, for that was the man's name, then raiFting 
his voice, said aloud, as if still speaking to Mr. Wells, ' I 
believe most men are fools ; for they go on in flocks, and 
follow each other like sheep in search of good land ; ivhen, 
if they would stop, they would find much hetter in the 
regions through vfhich they pass so rapidly. Much more 
beautiful scenery and richer land are to be found in this 
neighborhood than farther west. And men would find it 
so, if they would only stop, go about, and examine.' 

" These words were meant for the ear of the wi'iler. He 
took them so, and inijuired,^ 

" ' Where is this good land you sjeak of? 
" ' Within eight miles of this to the s utheast there n a 
charramg limpid lake surrounded With rising burr oak •ind 
prairie lands interspersed with portions of lofty timber fit 
for budding The streims are of clear and runnin„ witer 
and, like the laiie, abound in the finest kini of fish ind 
what IS quite an essential point these lands are now open 
for market and ("excepting some choice sugar tree eighties 
already taken by persons, from Indiana') may be entered 
by any one going to \\ hito Pi.ul n whert, thi, 1 md office 
is kept 

" ' Will you show me these hnds if I "tay with j u a 
day or two ' 

" ' If I do not, Mr. Adams, tht, owner of (he saw mdl 
will. I will furnish him with a hoise and Thomis Holmes 
who lives near us, shall go along with you on foil with his 
rifle, to kill game and keep ofi' tho wolves. 

" The whole of this speech of Mr Judiou seemed so in- 
viting and practicable to one in the condition of tho writer 
that he could not resist the invitation ufiered 

The nest day (Saturday) Mr Wells proceeded to Prai- 
rie Ronde. On Sunday the bishop held services at Mr. 
Judson's log house. 

On Monday, Messrs. Chase and Adams set out on horse- 
back along an Indian trail, followed by " Tom Holmes," 
before mentioned, a noted woodsman and hunter of the 
locality. The two gentlemen conversed together as they 
rode on, the bishop relating how he had visited England, 
interested the English in the support of Episcopacy in the 
great Western field, and obtained liberal gifts of money to 
enable him to found and sustain Kenyon College. Owing 
to dissensions among his people, he had felt impelled to 
resign his charge. He informed Mr. Adams of his expec- 
tations of becoming bishop of Michigan, but at the same 
time appeared to be extremely downcast in regard to the 
future, saying he would be glad, if he could, to make his 
home amid the deepest recesses of the Rocky Mountains. 

Pursuing their way, they reached the shore of Gilead 
Lake, where the bishop was delighted with the lovely 
scenery, then in all the pristine beauty of nature. John 
Crory, who had begun a cabin in the present township of 
Gilead only about a month before, was then the only resi- 
dent in all the four fractional townships on the south line 
of Branch County. The bishop was bo well pleased with the 
country t« which Mr. Adams had piloted him, that he soon 



after purchased a section of land there, and moved thither 
with his family, remaining nearly four years. During this 
time he again visited England, but did not carry out his 
supposed scheme of founding a college in Gilead. In fact, 
not being appointed bishop of Michigan, his plans were 
necessarily changed. In April, 1835, he was appointed 
bishop of Illinois, and in July, 1836, his family removed 
to that State. 

Another event of the spring of 1832 was the laying out 
by Tibbits and Hanebett of the village which has since 
become tho city of Coldwater. It was then called Lyons, 
in honor of Mr. Tibbits' native town in New York. Not 
long afterward the name was changed to Coldwater, the 
Coldwater post-office was moved thither, and the name has 
cvei '•inei- adhered to that locility the original Cildwiter 
on the ri\er bank bein„ completely oershalowed ind at 
lettp^th absorbed by its more prosfciDus rival 

In May of the year 183i in e\ent occurred which 
startled from their pr prietv all the people jf Branch 
( ountv together with moit of those throUj,hout houthLrn 
Michigan and for a short time seemed likely to put a stop 
to all the improiements so rapidly bcin^ planned and 
prosecuted This was the outbreak of tlie celebrated Black 
Hawk war The scene of actual stnfe was fir nway in 
Illn Jia and \\ i oniiii but the white population wis \ery 
•-pirse from Branch County thither and Indians bet t on 
vengeance Inve long arms Besides no one could tell 
whether the F ttau, iltamfs scattered throUj,h Southern 
Muhipin mij,ht not maVe common cause with the wirriors 
of Blaek Hawk and turn their tomahiwks upon their white 
nei„hbjrs No h<»tiledisf03itnn however was manifested 
by these ancient enemies, and the whites seem generally to 
have trusted to their friendship. 

Scarcely had the first news of the troubles arrived, than 
a dispatch went through from the government agent at 
Chicago, asking for the aid of the Michigan militia to de- 
fend that place, then an insignificant hamlet in a marsh at 
the head of Lake Michigan. The brigade of militia in the 
southern part of the Territory was commanded by Brig.- 
Gen. Joseph W. Brown, a near relative of Maj.-Gon. Jacob 
Brown, the hero of the war of 1812 and at one time com- 
mander-in-chief of the Dnitcd Slates Army. Gen. J. W. 
Brown posses.ied much of the martial fire of the soldier of 
Lundy's Lane, and promptly responded to the call. He 
ordered his brigade to take the field, the rendezvous being 
at Niles, in Berrien County. The militia raiments of 
Monroe and Lenawee Counties readily obeyed his orders, 
and in a few days company after company was to be seen 
marching westward over the Chicago road, each man clad 
not in bright blue clothes with brass buttons, but in the 
rude garb of a backwoodsman, with rifle, or musket, or shot- 
gun, on his shoulder, as chance might determine, and with 
accoutrements equally varied at his side. 

Beniah Jones, Jr., of Jonesville, Hillsdale Co., was at 
this time major, commanding a battalion of militia, con- 
sisting of one company in Hillsdale County and two in 
Branch, On tl.e 22d day of May he received ordurs from 
Gen. Brown to call out his battalion and march westward 
to repel the enemy. The order must have been very 
proroptJy obeyed, for the men were ca 
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iti comiianies, and iimrched to Niles by the 25th of that 
month. We are indebted ty Harvey Wurner, Esq., of 
Coldwater, for a eopy of the master-roll of the battalion, 
furnished him by Dr. Etiocli Chase, formerly of Coldwiiter, 
who was both surgeon and adjutant of Maj. Jones' com- 

We give below a copy of the roll (omitting the HiUsdulo 
County company), both us an iutereattng relic of itself and 
as showing the growth of Branch Couoty up to that time; 

"Moj 22<J, 1832, Major B, JoneB received ordeta from Gen. Joseph 
W. Brown to muster his Batfalion in the 3d BrlgadB, 2d UiviBion, 
M. M. 

•' Maj 25th, present on dutj— Major, Eeniah JontB, Jr.; Adt.,.Enoeh 
Chase ; Q. M., Edmond Jones ; Surgeon, Enoeh Chase, M.D. ; Q. M. 
S., Abiel Potter; , Ambrose Nicholson, Staff Offleers. 

"John Morse, Fife Major, aioli; absent. 

"Abram F. Bolton, Capt. of let Companj; John AJlen, Lieut.; 

" Non-com. officers. — B. 8. Haneiiett, Ist Sergeant; James M'Carty, 
Isaac £j)oiT. 

" Privates.— Seymour Bingham, Jonas Tilapan, George Ilanchelt, 
Moses Herriok, Wm. H. Cross, John Wilaon, Philip Ledjnrd, Honrj 
Johnson, James Craig, Martin Barnharl, Benjamin H. Smith, Robert 
J. Cross, Henry Van Hjning, John Parkinson, James B. Tompliins, 
Joseph C. Corhua, Phlneas Banner, John Cornish, Hugh Alosander 
ChauBoej Morgan, Mr. Deorow, Marvin Hill, Newell Hill, Joseph 
H. Fowler." 

Note oil margin: "This company was mustered into service Mny 
24th, and dismissed June 3d, 1332. 

"Second company (Hillsdale) omitted. 

" 3d company.— Seth Dunham, captain ; Jeremiah Tillotson, lient. ; 
Wales Adams, ensign. 

"Non-com. officers— James M. Guile, Ist Sergeant; Thomas 
Holmes, 3d Sergeant; George W. Gamble, 3d Sergeant; Philip 
Omal«d, let Corporal; Proderiofe Lyons, 23 Corporal. 

'■Privates, Horaoe 0. Judson, Daupbeneaa Holmes, Elizer Lan- 
caster, Isaac Smith, Daniel Smith, David J. Persons, David Clark, 
Moses Omsted, Joseph Edwards, Joshua Ransdeli ; John Q. Richard- 
son, John Rose, Alfred S. Driggs, Sylvester Brockway." 

Notaonmarjiim " Mustered into service May 26th, and dismissed 
June 3d, 1832. 

"The above is a true copy of the returns miule by the captains of 
the several companies to me. 

" CoLDwATER, Juue 4th, 1832. 
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Some of the fort^oing names are marked "absent" on 
the roll, but as it does not specify whether the men so 
designated had remained at home or were merely out of 
camp temporarily, we have not marked them in the copy. 
We infer from other data that only those who marched 
with the company were placed on the roll, as some who are 
known to have gone with it are marked " absent." 

According to this roll there were in Branch County in 
May, 1832, at least ftfty-six males capable of bearing arms, 
and supposed to be between eighteen and forty-five years 
of age. In fact, however, we are informed that some 
entered the ranks who were above the latter age, and 
others who were less than eighteen. 

The women, children, and old men left behind were for 
a few days in a state of great dismay lest their friends 



should be destroyed by the bloody Indians, and terrifying 
rumors flew through the scattered settlements by the score. 
Scarcely, however, had the militia reached Niles, when 
messengers from the West brought the welcome news that 
Black Hawk and his bands had been utterly defeated, arid 
that ail danger was over. As appears by the roll, the 
troops returned and were mustered out at Coldwater on the 
4th of June. There were two or three hundred Poltawat- 
tamifs encamped where Orangeville (Union township) now 
stauda, during a lai^e part of the spring, and this did uot 
tend to decrease the nervousness of the inhabitants. They 
maTiifested, however, a perfectly peaceful disposition. 

Later in the season there was another alarm, and a draft 
of a hundred men was ordered from Jones' battalion. 
Fifty or sixty responded, and were placed under the com- 
mand of Capt. Bolton, being encamped for two or three 
weeks at his place on Coldwater River. 

Black Hawk, the cause of all this trouble, is said by 
Di'akc, the Indian historian, to have been a Pottatmiltumie 
by birth, but to have been brought up among the Sacs. 
The Black Hawk war caused the people and the government 
to be all the more anxious to have the Indiuus removed 
beyond the Mississippi. Another treaty was made in 
October, 1832, by which nearly all the lands to which the 
Poltiitoattain'ws had any claim in Michigan were ceded to 
the United States, except the Nottawa-seepe Reservation. 
This treaty provided for an individual grant of a s<iuare 
mile to " Topeuibee, the principal chief," and another to 
" Pokagon, the second chief." This is the last mention we 
find of either of them in the treaties, and shortly aftCT- 
ward " Penaishees, or Little Bird," became the head chief 
of the Fotlawattainies. 

The " war" put a sudden stop to emigration for that 
year, and its effects were seriously felt for two years more. 
Eastern people could not discriminate between the warlike 
Sacs and the peaceful Pottawattamie^, and looked upon 
the whole West as dangerous ground. The stages which 
had been running over the Chicago road during the spring 
of 1832 bad so little business after the excitement that the 
owners were obliged to lake them off at heavy loss. The 
line was, however, soon re-established by it firm of which 
Gen, J. W. Brown was the head. 

1832 was also celebrated as the cholera year. The 
people were almost aa badly alarmed by it as by the war, 
but, like the war, we believe it did not enter Brunch County, 
though it came close to its borders: a whole family dying 
just over the line in Calhoun County, 

It was now deemed that there was, or soon would be, 
people enough in Branch County to justify the formation 
of two townships.- For some unknown reason the name of 
" Green" had become unpopular, and it was decided to 
drop it. The passage of the following act was accordingly 
procured : 

"An Act to organize two townships in the county of Branch. 

'•Be it enncltd hy llie ifgiilalive Oouncil <i//he Terrilor^ of MIM^ 
gall, That all that part of the county of Branch known and distin- 
guished on the survey of the United States as townships numbered 
5, 6. 7, and fractional toirnship 8, south of the base line, in ranges 
numbered 5 and 6, west of the principal meridian, bo a tonnship by 
le of Coldwater, and the first township-meetidg shall be held 
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"Sec 2. That all that part gf the count j of Branch hnown as town- 
ehipe numbered 5, 6, f, and rroetional tnnnsbip numbered S, sooth 
of the bnee iine in ranges numbered 7 and 8, vest of the priDcipal 
meridian, be s tonnebip hy the name of Prairie River, and [he liret 
(tiwnship-meeting shall be heldol the house of Jabea Bronson, in 
said township. 

"Sec. 3. That this act shall lake effi^ot and be In furcc from and 
after the last day of March ne\t. 

"Approved June 29, 1832." 

This divided the county into two equal parts by a north 
and soutii line. It will be observed that the vast territory 
north of Branch County, which was at first a part of Green 
township on its oi^nization, had been formed into other 
townships before this period. 

The first grist-mill in the county was erected in the 
summer of 3832, being located beside the Pocahontas saw- 
mill before mentioned, three-quarters of a mile south of 
Branch. The principal proprietor was Dr. Hill. It was 
a very small affair, with one stone, about' two feet in di- 
ameter, and the people still frequently sent their grain to 
Tecumseh, seventy miles distant, to get it ground. Some- 
times, indeed, as Mrs. Holbrook says, they went to mill in 
a " caldron- kettle," — that is, they took a vessel of that kind 
to pound their grain in instead of a mortar. 

The following record shows the hotel-keepers of Branch 
County in 1832-33, and also the price of wolf-scalps at that 

"At a meeting of the Town Board oT Audit for the town of Green, 
beldat the hoase of John Morse, Jan. 1,1833, present, Seth Dunham, 
supervisor, SUas A. Holbrook, deputj town clerk, Robert J. Cross 
and Jahfl Bronson, justices, lieences to keep tavern were granted to 
Ellis RuEEBll, John Morse, Harvej Warner, Jeremiub TiKolson, 
Frederick Lines, Jabe Bronson, and Clarissa Judson. 

" After which the following aBconnta were audited and allowed : 

"Luke Camp, 2 wolf-scalps $2.00 

Bloazcr Lancaster, 1 wolf-eealp 1.00 

John Corhu'a, services as assessor {ISSl, 1832)!"!"!!!! 6.00 
Abram F. Bolton, services as school commissioner aod 

town board 2.00" 

By this time the seventy or eighty votes of the county 
felt as if they were strong enough to have a county govern- 
ment of their own. Accordingly, in January, 1833, they 
petitioned the legislative council to that effect, and that 
body passed the following act : 

"An act to organise the countj of Branch : 

"Section 1. Be it enacted by the legialativa council of the Terri- 
tory of Michigan, That the county of Branch shall fae organized from 
and after the taking effect of this act, and the inhabitants thereof 
entitled to all the rights and privileges to which by law the other 
counties of this Territory are entitled. 

"Section 2. That all suits, prosecutiooe, and other matters now 
pending before the courts of record of St. Joseph County, or before 
any justice of the peace of said county ot St. Joseph, shall be prose- 
cuted to final judgment and eiecutios in the same manner as tlioagh 
the said county of Branch had not been organized. 

"Section 3, That this aet shall take effect and be in force from and 
ftflar the 1st day of March neit. 

"Approved Feb. 1, 1833." 

The county of Branch accordingly began its independent 
existence on the lat day of March, 1833. That date 
therefore naturally marks the b^ioning of a new era, and 
we adopt it as the beginning of a new chapter. 



CHAPTER IX. 

TBOM OBGANIZATION TO 1840. 

Change of Niiine of Prairie Bivei^First County Oflicers— First 
Record of Deed— Deed of Earliest Date— First Mortgage— First 
Court of Keoord— Probate of Firsb Will- The County Clerk's OflioB 
—First Marriage Record— A Certifioate by Bishop Chase— Firft 
Record of Board of Supervisors— First Circuit Court sod Grand 
Jury — Opening the Chicago Road — Sale of Nottawa-Seepe Reser- 
vation—In iignation of the Band— Attempted AesaaBinatiou- Firet 
Settlement in Union— First Lawyer in County— Formation of Gi- 
rard- Prevalence ot Sickness— Fluctuation of PrioBB- Increase of 
Emigration in I83o— Conntj Bounty on Wolves— New State Con- 
stitution—Dispute witii Indiana affecting Branch County— Emi- 
gration in 1836— Formation of Quincy nnd Batavi a— Indian Mur- 
der—A Fautostio Funeral— Murder of Qausetl— A Unique Sepul- 
chre— Whortleberries for the Dead— Seising the Sfaeleton--Running 
a Durwin — Anson Burlingctme — Speculation — Mason ville — Good- 
win sville— State Conventions— The Branch County Delegates- 
Admission of the State— State Roads— Great Excitement in 1837- 
Grand Scheme of Internal Improvements— The Southern Railroad 
-Five New Townships— Building a Jail—Wi Id-Cat and "Red- 
Dog" Currency — First Kewspapers — Wonderful Number of Tav- 
erns—The Great Crash- Hard Times— Three more TownshijiB— 
More about the Jail— Good Crop of Wo If- Scalps— Board of County 
Coinmiesioncrs— Terrible Sickness— The Poor- Farm— HabiU of Ihe 
Indians— Murder of Sauquetl—Arrest of the Murderer— Removal 

As was stated in the last chapter, the act dividing Green 
into the two townships of Coldwater and I'rairio River 
took effect on the 1st day of March, 1833. The latter 
township afterwards became Bronson. As Green com- 
prised the whole county, we have recorded a large part of 
its official proceedings iu the general history, but now that 
separate townships have been established we must leave 
their story to be told in their respeetive township histories. 
We will mention one somewhat curious fact, however, as it 
involves the resuscitation of the old name. Green. Among 
the Territorial laws is an act approved April 23, 1833, 
changing the name of the township of Prairie Blver to 
that of Green. The law changing the name back to Prairie 
Biver is not given iu the statute-book, but must have been 
passed that same session, as at the meeting of the super- 
visors the ensuing autumn that township was represented 
under the name of Prairie River. This was not changed 
to Bronson till several years later. 

At the first election for county of&oers, held in April, 
1833, William McCarty was chosen sheriff, and Wales 
Adams clerk, Seth Dunham treasurer and register of deeds. 
Peter Martin was appointed probate judge by the Governor. 
The new register and treasurer moved to Branch, the county- 
seat, in the woods, and established an office in temporary 
quarters there. Clerk Adams also appointed Mr. Dunham 
deputy clerk ; so that he performed the duties of three 
offices. 

The first public records in the county were made in the 
register's office. The first record of a deed was made on 
the 4th day of April, 1833, the deed itself being dated 
January 28 the same year. The grantor was John Allen, 
and the grantee was the register himself, Seth Dunham. 
The consideration was two hundred dollars, and the prop- 
ertywas described as follows : 

" The equal individual one-fourth part of a mill privi- 
lege, together with three acres of land, atjiate and^^inj 
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on t!ie east side of Coldwater, being a part of section 30, 
in township 6, south of range 6 west, beginning at a cherry, 
tree on the mill-dam across Coldwater, and thence running 
north three chains to the creek ; thence north twenty-one 
degrees east, three chains and eighty links to a stake on 
the bank of the creek ; thence east four chiins and forty 
seven links to a stake ; thence south se n n and 

twenty-five links to the pond ; thence no h s y d ees 
west to the place of beginning, — contain ee s 

more or less." This was part of the " P hon a M 
property above Branch. 

The deed, which contained a covenant f n n 
executed in presence of William Dunham a d B J 

Cross, and was acknowledged before Robe J as 
tice of the peace, on the day of its date. 

The deed of earliest date which we cou d find cord d 
in the book was ddted Jin l<t, 1831,mor h n w j rs 
before the oro-inization ct the county T e ra rs w e 
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" To Joseph C. Corbne and a Silas A. Hoibrook. Yoa are hereby 
appointed joint ad mi niatratora of the estate of John Corbua, late of 
the township of Coldwater, in the county of Branch, and Territory of 



Michigan, deceased, and you 



ventory taken of a 
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down othL odu^ufcjurt in the autumn ot 1833. One 
of his duties was to record marriage certificates. The fol- 
lowing is a copy of the first one on record ; 

■'TERniTORY OF MlCHieAN, i 

CouKTv OF Branch. J ' 
"I, RoberlJ. Cros3,ajnatice of the peace for the county aforesaid, 
dohereby certify that on the 14th day of July 1S3T I married Allen 
Stoddard of Detro I M ch g»n Territory to Mary F?tlow of Branch 

September 18J3 R dert J Cross J. P." 

The second certificate was recorded by Alfre 1 L Driggs, 
justice of the peace certify n^ the marriage of the worthy 
clerk, ^ ales Adam'! and Polly M aterman both of Prairie 
River township 

We dNo ^1 forward i year and insert here the sixth 
record on the book and the first one made bj a minister 
of the go'ipel a n,ry brn,f one signed by Biship Chase, 
which lead"! ■« tollows 



" I certify that on the 2,Hh day of December, 1S34, I joined Samuel 

Chase and Russell in holy wedlock, in presence of a oongregiition 

aasembled for Christian worehip. Phi. Chase." 

It may he added that two hundred and twenty-four mar- 
riage certificates are recorded in the first book devoted io 
that purpose, estending from July 14, 1833, to the 2d day 
of August, 1842. 

Supervisors were duly elected for the townships of Cold- 
water and Prairie River, who constituted the whole board. 
At the first meeting the " board" consisted of one man, as 
appears by the record for that year, which we give entire; 

"Silas A. Hoibrook, supervisor for the township of Coldwater, did 
appear at the Court- House in the village and county of Branch on 
the first Tuesday in October, the day appointed by law for the meet- 
ing of the Board of Supervisors ot the respective counties in the Ter- 
ritory of Michigan. 

" There not being a quorum present, the meeting of the board was 
adjourned to tho house of James B. Stuart, to meet on the afteenth of 
said moath. 

joummcnt; to wit, oh the fifteenth 
nt— Silas A. Hoibrook, from Cold- 
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water, and JercmiRh Tilloteon, from Prairie River ToHEship; Jere- 
mtsh TillotBon being appointed preaident of the board, wnl Selli 
Dunliam clerk. 

" The board then proceeded to tbe traaSHction of businees. Ordered 
tbat the following aecounta be allowed and ordera drawn on tbe troaa- 

To TVillinm MeCarty, sheriff of said oounty, for pat- 
ling up notices of delegate electiun 15.00 

Summoning grand jury for Oct. term, 1833 10.00 

SeiviceB in the case of the People v. Daiid SlaDl«n, 

June 14, 1S33 2.8Ti 

Fees, Jsmee B. lompkins, a juatioo of Ihe peace in 

the above case. B7i 

Robert J. Cross, ditto l.Di) 

Seymour L. BiDgham, ditto $].37i 

Hiram B. Hunt, wiUieBS 2.25 

Seth Cuoham, Deputy Clerk, County— canvasser of 

delegate election $1 n 

Making out notices to aseeseort for Jury 

Drawing grand jury aad isBuing WH.Ve 5 

¥ 
" Ordered that all Ihe demands against the lownships 6 wo aad 
which have been audited by the said tonnahip board be d n d 
by tbe euuaty of Branch, and orders drawn ou the trea q f h 
respective amoonts. 

Town order in favor of Philip Omsted $1 flO 

Moses Omsted, ditto 

WUliamShay 

John Croy 2 

Benjamin Booth 

Philander Chaee o 

David J. Pierson 

John Morse 

Abisha Sanders 

James B.Tompkins 00 

Robert J. CroBS 

Look for the use of the board $0.00 

That there bo raised twenty-five dollars for the Wwn- 
ship expenses of Coldwater, and tneoly-five dol- 
lars for Prairie River township 50.00 

" Ordered that one-half of I per CCfltuiu be raised for township and 
oounty expenses for 1E33. 

" The board then adjourned to meet again on Monday, the 21st day 
of October, at the county clerk's office. 

ounnts audited : 

In favorof Silas A.Holbrook for services, three days 

attending the board $.^00 

Taking colleotor'a bond 1.00 

$1.00 

Jeremiah Tillilson, two days attending the board and 

taking collector's bond 3.00 

Allowed to Seth Dunham for services as olerk of the 

board 5.00 

Warrant isued to Seymour L. Binghaui, Collector for 

Coldwater 99.63 

To Jsmea M. Uile, Collootor for Prune RU-er town- 
ship 97.27 

" Ordered that Beth Dunham be and he is authorised to purchase a 
blank book for the use of the board, aud the board then adjourned 
without day. 

"a. A. HOLBBOOK. / -'"i'f"'"'"'"- 

"Seth Dunham, Ckrk." 

The first Circuit Court was held by Hon. William A. 
Flebsher, Circuit Judge, in October, 1833. The ensuing 
record shows the opening of the court, with the names of 
the firat graud jury: 

" At a session of the Circuit Court of tbe Territory of Michigan, 
holdeu in and for the oounty of Branch, at the court-house in the 
village of Branch, in said county, on Monday, the 2lEt day of October, 
in the year of cur Lord one thousand eight hundred and tbirty-lbree; 
present, William A. Fletcher, presiding judge ; Silas A. Uulbrcok and 
William A. Kent, aasociale judge*. 



"Tbe court being duly opened, the grand jury were sailed, and 
the following persons answered to their names: Jeremiali TillilBon, 
Lemuel Bingham, Abisha Sanders, Elisha Warren, Benjamin II. 
Smith, Loren Marsh, John Cornish, Joseph Ilauobett, Peter Martin, 
John Wiison, James B. Stuart, Joseph C. Corbus, David 3. Pierson, 
Chrntnpber Hartsough, Allen Titbits, Robert J. CroBS, Ellis Russell, 
fcamuel f raig, Frederiok Line, Thereupon Robert J. Cross was ap- 
pointed foreman. The jury vrere then sworn, charged by the court, 

"Ordered that Neal MoGafTey be prosecuting attorney the present 
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b nn ngs of the new coun y We now turn to matters 
of mo gene jI ntercst Du ng he year 1833 the gov- 
e nnient bu It tl e Ch cigo road through the county of 
B a 1 forty feet of t n he m ddle being leveled and the 
tumps be n^ {,ruhbed o wh le for thirty feet on each 
s de the tr e were ut as low as poss ble. 

In S pt mber 1833 Ge r^e B P .rter, Territorial Gov- 
er or of M ch " n n ado a f e ty w h Sauquett, the half- 
fa d ch fbefoe nent oned and several other Indians who 
u ed t be 1 efe by wl h tl ey agreed to cede to the 
TJ ed S ites the Nottawi seepe Reservation, the last home 
oi tho Fo a a I e n M ch „au The band waa to re- 
main two years, and then to be removed beyond the Mis- 
sissippi, A majority of the band were bitterly opposed to 
the treaty, declaring that Sauquett and his confederates had 
no authority to make it, that bribery had been used to pro- 
cure their assent, and that they, the malcontents, would 
never accept the payment agreed upon nor leave the laud 
of their ancestors. 

The " big payment" for the purchased lands came off in 
December, 1833, at Maranfelle's trading-post, in the present 
township of Mcnden, St. Joseph County. Shortly before 
the payment the United Siatea officials took thither several 
wagon-loads of goods and several thousand doiiars in silver, 
to make the payment agreed upon. All the Indians of the 
band were assembled at the designated point, and a bitter 
dispute mas carried on among them regarding the accept- 
ance of the payment. A majority were in favor of reject- 
ing the money and goods, and making a desperate effort to 
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remain on the reservation. Negotiations 
several days. Sauquett and his friends wi 
but he was eloquent and influential, and 
quence and influence to bring about tbe a 
payment and the ratification of the treaty, 
succeesful, and the Indians received tbe ^ 
though with great dissatisfaction. 

In the course of the proceedings, however, Sauquett came 
very near sacrificing his life. Having imbibed an extra 
allowance of whisky one day (we believe it was just after 
the acceptance of the payment), he came upon the ground 
where the warriors were assembled mounted upon a fine 
hoTSe, with a splendid saddle and equipments, dressed 
iform of a military officer, with epaulettes, 

pi, 



the uniform of a military officer, with epaulettes, sash, and 
plumed hat, and armed with sword ^^(J^to|iT;(l^ 
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arms and equipmeot^ had been presented to him by Gov- 
ernor Porter). Swinging his sword over his head, he cried 

" I have sold the land, and would sell it again for two 
quarts of whisky." 

Instantly a warrior named Quansett sprang forward, 
Bnatched one of Sauquett's pistols from ila holster, cocked 
it, aimed it at the chief's hreast, and pulled (he tri^er. It 
missed fire. Sauquett immediately struck at the assassin 
with his sword, cutting through his hlanket and a large plug 
of tobacco rolled up inside of it, but not wounding him. 
For a short time a battle royal seemed imminent between 
the infuriated factions, but Mr, Maranfetle, who had great 
influence over the Indians, took Quansett out of the way, 
and persuaded the others to refrain from violence. 

Emigration went forward but slowly through the year, 
notwithstanding the opening of the Chicago road. Stiil, 
quite a number of new settlers came in. In the autumn 
Justus S. Goodwin made the first settlement in the present 
township of Union, beating at the site of Union City. 
Mr. Goodwin was a lawyer, and had practiced several years 
before coming to this county, in which he was the first 
member of the legal profession. As may be imagined, 
there being no litigants but wolves and bears around Union 
City, he did not at fl.rst attempt to practice there, devoting 
himself to the more promising employment of building a 
saw-mill. Afterwards he practiced there for several years ; 
the village which grew up there being at first known as 
Goodwinsville. 

About tlie same time, or a little later, Ahram Aldrich 
established himself at what is now known as Orangevilie, 
in the same township, and began the erection of a grist-mill 
there. This was the second grist-mill in the county, and 
really the first of any consequence. 

In the spring of 1834 a new township was formed out 
of the northern tier of survey- town ships ; two being taken 
from Coldwater and two from Prairie River. 

all the u 
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alent and very severe. As an item of evide 
point, we may mention that in 1834 the Board of Super- 
visors allowed Dr. Hiil sixty dollars for medical attendance 
on county paupers. In that sparse and poor but industri- 
ous and independent population, paupers were very few and 
professional services cheap ; all the paupers must have been 
sick to have involved an expenditure of sixty dollars. 

Great inconvenience was also feit on account of the ex- 
treme fluctuation of the prices of produce. In the spring, 
if there was much emigration, nearly all the grain would be 
consumed for food and seed; and, as all supplies had to be 
brought from Ohio at a heavy expense, the prices of farm 
produce would rule extremely high. After harvest, when 
the people had plenty to sell, it would sink to a quarter of 
the previous amounts. Harvey Warner, Esq., relates that 
he has paid ten dollars a barrel for flour brought frotn 
Ohio before harvest, and after harvest the same year he 



sold his wheat for thirty-seven and a half cent« a bushel. 
Transportation from Lake Erie was nine dollars a barrel. 

In 1835 emigration increased very lai^ely. The feire 
aroused by the Black Hawk war had passed away, and the 
Chici^o road again teemed with white-covered wagons, 
filled with grave-looking women and tow-headed children, 
while one or two brawny men tramped by the side of each ; 
some with rifles on their shoulders, and some with only the 
peaceful ox-goad, but ail intent upon making a home for 
themselves and families in the fertile West. Every little 
while a family dropped off in Branch County. Log houses 
went up here and there in eveiy direction (frame ones were 
quite unthought of outside of two or three little villages, 
and even these were exceedingly scarce), and in every 
direction, too, at the proper season, were seen the dense 
clouds of smoke arising from the logging-field, where 
grimy men and straining cattle with infinite toil prepared 
the timbered land for the plow. 

A few sheep began to be introduced ; but they required 
sharp watching and the most careful guarding at night to 
protect them from the graj-backed prowlers, whose howls 
could be heard every night in the woods. The first county 
bounty for wolves was offered by the Board of Supervisors 
on the 6th of October, 1835, in the following terms: 

" Ordered by the board, that every person who shall 
take and kill a full-grown she wolf within the limits of 
the county of Branch, shall be entitled to receive as a 
reward the sum of $2, and to be paid out of the county 
treasury ; and fur every whelp the sum of f 1, to be paid 
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lid." 



It was in this year (hat the State constitution of Michi- 
gan was formed by a convention elected for the purpose and 
adopted by the people, whereupon application was made to 
Congress for admission as a State. This was postponed 
another year on account of the celebrated controversy with 
Ohio (commonly called the " Toledo war") over the possession 
of a narrow strip between the two States, running from To- 
ledo to the east line of Indiana. This controversy affected 
t!ie size of Hillsdale County but not of Branch, the Indiana 
line being a little east of h a In f the latter county. 

The contest with Ohi w 1 s mu ring of militia and 
its furious proclamation n h d made a great com- 
motion. It is perhaps n ally L wn that there was 
a similar controversy be ween M h t^n and Indiana which 
affected the limits of Branch County. By the law forming 
Michigan Territory, passed in 1805, its southern boundary 
was a line running east from the southern boundary of 
Lake Michigan. In 1816, when Indiana was admitted as 
a State, its northern boundary was by act of Congress 
moved ten miles farther north. Michigan objected to this 
on the ground th t tl d' f 178" passed before the 
adoption of tl F d 1 w \id designated the 
line through 1 so 1 n m f the lake as the 
boundary betw h S h fl o be formed, and 
that Congress h d low h g it. But the ordi- 
nance of 1787 d d d fi ly k 1 t the line (though 
it might be inferred that such was its meaning), and besides, 
Congress held the power to make whatever laws it saw 
proper regarding the Territories up to the time of their 
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Tile Indian;! ciiiitiin-ersy was lost sight of in the more 
exciting one with Ohio ; but the Legislature of Hiehigaii 
passed a law making an offer to Indiaoa to submit thu huun- 
dary question to the Supreme Court of the United Slates. 
Indiana paid no attention to this proposition, the influence 
of CoDgreSB was against interfering with the boundary it 
had itself established, and Michigan finally gave up the 
contest. Had its views prevailed, Branch County would 
have been just ten miles longer north and south than it 

In the spring of 1836 emigration set in with redoubled 
volume. In the language of one of the old settlers, it 
seemed as if the whole country was alive with emigrants. 
By this time all the prairie lands in the county were pur- 
chased from the government, and the new settlers crowded 
into the heavy timber and attacked the giant whitewoods 
and black walnuts with dauntless energy. The present 
township of Noble was settled in 1836, and in fact by the 
close of this year there was not a survey-township in the 
county in which there were not some white settlers. 

Two new civil townships were formed this year, Quincy 
and Batavia. The former embraced the present townships 
of Algansee and California, while the latter included the 
tract now known as Bethel and Gilead. 

The time for the removal of the Indians under the treaty 
of 1833 had now elapsed, but they showed no inclination 
to leave their old homes. The whites speedily occupied 
their reservation at Nottawa-aeepe, but there was still such 
an immense amount of unused land in this part of Michi- 
gan, that they could roam around almost at will without 
coming into coliision with their civilized neighbors. There 
were a few cases in St. Joseph County of serious conflicts 
between individuals of the rival races, but there were none 
of any consequence in this county. 

There were, however, a number of conflicts among the 
Indians themselves, some of which ended fatally. Some of 
these arose out of the old feud about the sale of the reser- 
vation, mingled with whisky, and some sprang from whisky 
alone. Of the latter class was one which occurred in the 
spring of 1836, when a drunken young Indian struck his 
mother with a club and killed her. Roland Root, Esq., 
who settled at Coldwater that year, helped bury her. The 
Indians made a coffin — a fearful-looking thing — out of 
pieces of wood split ofl^ from a tree, put the corpse in it, 
and then put it on two poles. Some Indians staited to 
carry it to tiio burial-place. But lliej- had assuaged iheir 
grief with numerous drinks of whisky, and in a short time 
some of them fell down and the corpse fell out. Then they 
fastened the poles on either side of a pony, the rear ends 
dn^giug on the ground, and on these, just behind the pony, 
they fastened the coffin with strips of bark. In this way 
they managed to reach the grave and buried the body. 
Then a dish of " bouillon" (soup) was placed at the head 
of the grave, for the use of the departed spirit, and the 
Indians returned to finish their spree. 

The woman's husband, Topinabee (not the aged chief 
of that name, who was probably dead at that time, but a 
good-natured, rather dull Indian of the band), did not ac- 
company the corpse to the grave, but went off by himself 
to mourn his loss. This loss however was considered to 



be made good to him when the murderer (who we conclude 
was the son of the slain woman by another husband) gave 
him a pony and a gun. This settled matters with the be- 
reaved husband, and as the slayer was drunk when he 
committed the murder, the tribe considered it a case of ex- 
eusiible homicide, 

A still more exi-iting event was the murder of Quanaett, 
the same who had attempted to kill Sau-au-quett, as before 
related, at the time of the payment, in 1833, in St. Joseph 
County. The old feud had been kept up, and one day the 
two men engaged in a bitter quarrel at Coldwater. Sau-au- 
quett had a little squaw who was at times quite amiable, 
but who, when her passions were aroused, or she was under 
the influence of liquor, was as fierce as any of the warriors. 

While 8au-au-quett and Quansett were calling each other 
all the hard names they could think of, this squaw stood 
behind her husband. Either thinking that Quansett was 
about to make an attack, or becoming incensed at his abuse, 
she snatched her husband's long, green-handled hunting- 
knife from his belt, slid around behind Quansett, and 
plunged the knife into his back, driving it entirely through 
him. He fell dead with scarcely a struggle. 

This murder, too, was condoned by the presentation of a, 
pony, saddle, and bridle by Sau-au-quett to the son of the 
murdered man. 

Quansett was buried in a very singular manner even for 
Indians to adopt. They cut down a la e wl tew od ce 
cut notches in it, and split off a slab on. h uppe s de 
Then they dug out and burned out a h le 1 g n u 1 to 
bold the corpse. After laying it there 1 y pla d he 
slab on the top. Then they tried to f 11 e a he 

big whitewood, to hold the slab down bu h y h d n 
the white man's skill in the use of the as and he a 
tempt was a failure. So they eontei d 1 1 s by 

driving stakes crcfiswise over the slab into the ground. 

Some time afterwards (in berry-time) young Harvey 
Haynes went to this curious grave with a friend, pushed 
away the slab, and looked in. The body lay there some- 
what decayed, and at its head were several quarts of whor- 
tleberries which some friendly hand had placed there. 
Whether it was really expected that the warrior's spirit 
could live on whortleberries, or wheliier the act was merely 
an expression of friendship, is a point we must leave for the 
decision of those more thoroughly versed in the Indian 
character than ourselves. 

The same autumn Dr. Conkling, a physician practicing 
at Coldwater, determined to increase hia store of medical 
lore by obtaining the skeleton of poor Quansett. He ac- 
cordingly took the remains of the body from its singular 
receptacle, and carried it over north to the banks of Mud 
Creek, taking along a small kettle to fiiciiitate his opera- 
tions. There he boiled the flesh from the bones, and re- 
turned at night with the latter in a bag. If the Indians 
discovered the offense they were unable to find out the 
perpetrator, otherwise it might have fared hard with the 
lawless son of Eaeulapiua. 

There was a council held at Coldwater, in 1836 or 1837, 
on the subject of going West, in accordance with the treaty. 
The FiiltaiBa((iimie» came from far and near. Penaishees, 
or Little Bird, the acknowledged bead chief , of ihettibB> 
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was preaeut, but did iiot take cither side of the controversy. 
He was seventy-five years old, and, when called on to speak, 
said ho had but a little while to live, either in the East or 
the West, and would leave the decision of the question of 
emigration to younger men, who had more interest in the 
matter. There was a good deal of desultory eloquence, 
and many denunciations of the whitu men who had ob- 
tained their land, but nothing definite was agreed upon, 
and the Indians stilt continued to wander about the 
eountry. 

Mr. Mareh still carried on his trading-house west of Cold ■ 
water River. He was accustomed not only to trade with 
the Indians who came to his post, but to send out at inter- 
vals a number of ponies and mules loaded with eloth, calico, 
ammunition, and other suitable articles, probably including 
a supply of whisky, to make the circuit of the Indian en- 
campments for a wide distance around. The articles in 
question were traded for furs, either by Marsh himself or 
by a clerk in chaise, and the furs were brought back to the 
post by the same means of transportation. This was called 
" running a durwin," though we are unable to tell the signifi- 
cation of the last word. 

Among the accounis audited by the Board of Supervisors 
in 1836 was one of fifty dollars, by George W. Jewett, for 
services as prosecuting attorney at the October and April 
terms, 1835 and 183(i. This was twenty-five dollars per 
term, which was certainly reasonable enough. No per- 
manent prosecuting attorney had as yet been appointed for 
the county. 

Another vote of the board allowed two dollars to Joel 
Burlingame, for the use of a jury-room. This gentleman 
cnme to Branch about 1835, and kept the tavern there for 
several years. With liim came a tall, slim, tow-headed 
youngster, with blue eyes, light complexion, and pleasant 
face, apparently about fourteen years old. Twenty years 
later he was a prominent member of Congress from Massa- 
ohuseCts, and still ten years later he was known on three 
continents as the statesman and diplomatist, Anson Bur- 
lingame. 

The boy was an ordinary-looking youth, and not especially 
noticed hy ordinary observers for brightness of intellect. 
He did chores about the tavern, ran of errands, tended bar, 
and performed the usual miscellaneous tasks incident to his 
situation. He was fond of hunting and was an excellent 
marksman,— an attribute which, when he became a Con- 
gressman, gave him exemption from the 
canings by which the slave-driving chivaliy 
carry their points. 

After four or five years' stay in Branch County, young 
Burlingame returned to Detroit, whence the family had 
come, and entered the office of a friendly lawyer, who had 
ohsei-ved his promising characteristics and desired to aid 
him. Thence he went to the law-school at Cambridge, 
Mass., the very centre of New England culture, and grad- 
uated there with high honor. Not only that, but the raw 
Branch County boy was able to begin practice in compe- 
tition with the able jurists of the Massachusetts bar, to 
achieve very speedily a decided success, to enter the arena 
of politics with equal good fortune, and to become, while 
yet comparatively a young man, one of the most prominent 



of the national legislature. His subsequent career 
as minister to China, and then as minister from China to 
the whole civilized world, is a part of the history of the 
nation, but can hardly bo dwelt upon here. 

To return from the field of international affairs in 1868 
to the forests of Branch County in 1835, the next accounts 
after Joel Burlingame s, ordered paid by the supervisors, 
were one of two dollars to Zachariah Crook, one of three 
dollars to 0. B. Wright, md another of the same amount 
to the same pcraon, all for wolf-scalps As this was all 
that was paid that year for that purpose, it is evident that 
the reward offered was not enough to tempt the pioneers 
into the wolf-business. There were certainly wolves enongh 
to operate on, if it had been worth while. 

The great inci'case of emigration naturally favored specu- 
lation, which was indeed rampant all over the country. 
The old site of Coldwater, formerly owned by Captain Bol- 
ton, was now platted as a village by the name of MasoD- 
ville, iu honor of the youthful Governor of Michigan, Stevens 
T. Mason. Its proprietor had not yet despaired of obtain- 
ing the location of the county-seat there, aud a vigorous 
contest for that honor went on between Branch, Coldwater, 
and Mason vi lie. 

There was also much excitement at the mouth of the 
Coldwater, where the village of Goodwinsville (now Union 
City) had been laid out in 1835. This point was consid- 
ered to be at the head of navigation on the St. Joseph 
River, and a proper point for the connection of that naviga- 
tion with a canal from Lake Erie. The value of railroads 
not having yet been demonstrated, canal and river naviga- 
tion was looked on as the most reliable, aud the people of 
Goodwinsville believed their place almost certain to become 
the metropolis of Southern Michigan. 

The difficulties attending the admission of Michigan as 
a State have already been mentioned. The State govern- 
ment went into full operation in 1835, but Congress de- 
clined to admit it into the Union, except on condition that 
it should acknowledge the title of Ohio to the disputed 
teri'itory. The Legislature called a convention, which met 
at Detroit in September, 1836, to decide on the acceptance 
or rejection of the proposition of Congress. Hon. Harvey 
Warner was the delegate from Branch County ; he being 
the first member from this county of any legal State 
Assembly. 

The proposition of Congress was rejected, bnt Mr. War- 
ner voted in its favor and signed a protest against the 
action of the majority. The people were believed to be in 
favor of accepting the proposition and entering the Union, 
Another convention was therefore called infomiaily, to 
which delegates were elected by general consent. James 
B. Tompkins, of Girard, was chosen as delegate from this 
county, but did not attend the convention. That body met 
in December, at Ann Arbor, aud accepted the proposals of 
Congress, and in the forepart of 1837 Michigan was admitted 
as a State. 

Though there were as yet no railroads, everything went 
ahead at railroad speed for the time being, under the rnfiu- 
ence of an inflated currency. Some idea of the general 
eagerness for improvements may be gained from a dry item 
to be found in the Territorial laws. On a single day (March 
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20, 1836) no less thaa eight State roads were authorized 
by the Legislature to be laid out wholly or parliallj Jn the 
county of Brancii. They were as follows : 

One from Ooldwater through Ceiitreville and Conatantine 
(St. Joseph County) to the Indiana line. The commis- 
aioners to lay it out were Hiram Aldeu, Benjamin Sher- 
man, and Columbia Lancaster. 

One from French's tavern, where the Chicago road 
crossed Prairie River, to Constaattne. Commissioners, 
William Meet, Willis T. House, and William A. Kent. 

One from Adrian, Lenawee Co., to the section line, a 
mile north of the line between townships 6 and 7 ; thence 
west on the same line, as near as may be, into Branch 
County, and to tlie Chicago road. CommiMionera, Addison 
J, Comstock, John Hut<;hins, and George C. GJibbs. 

One running from Prairie Ronde, Kalamazoo Co., to the 
Chicago road, near Jonesville, Hillsdale Co. Comniissiun- 
era, Andi-ew McKiustry, Isaiah W. Bennet, and J, B. 
Tompkins. 

One from Coidwafer through G-irard and Goodwinsviile 
(now Union City) to or near Battle Creek, Calhoun Co. 
Commissioners, Matthew Brink, Martin Barniiart, and 
Sands McCarnly. 

One from French's tavern to Centreville, Cassopolis, and 
the mouth of the St. Joseph River. Commissioners, 
Thomas W. Langiey and E. B. Sherman. 

One from the county-seat of Calhoun County to that of 
Branch County, and thence, in the direction of Fort Wayne, 
to the Indiana line. Com mission era, Sidney S. Olcott, 
Manin Olds, and Jared Pond. 

One from the county-seat of Branch County to intersect 
the Chicago road near the east end of Coidwater Prairie. 
Commissioners, Elisha Warren, Augustin J. Goddard, and 
Seth Dunham. 

Although these highways bore the imposing title of 
"State roads," yet it was expressly provided that the State 
should not be liable for damages or expenses, and that they 
should be under the management of the township com- 
missioners, the same as township roads. The act was to 
become void as to all roads not laid out by the 1st day of 
January, 1840. 

The year 1837 opened with the excitement of business 
and speculation at greater height than ever before. The 
newly-admitted State began its career by projecting a vast 
Bcheme of internal improvements, intended te flood the 
people with prosperity in the briefest possible time. A law 
was passed in February providing for three railroads to be 
built by the State government: the Northern, Central, 
and Southern. The Southern road was intended t« run 
through the southern tier of counties, and tlicre was natu- 
rally much strife as to the location. Lines were surveyed 
through Coidwater and Branch, and work was commenced 
on the road in Lenawee County by commissioners appointed 
by the State, There was also much talk of running the 
Central road through GoodwinsviUe, over the route now fol- 
lowed by the air-line branch of that road. In fact, there was 
a very general expectation that all ihe people would become 
I'ieh in a few years, through the infiuence of the numerous 
improvements projected. While awaiting the fruition of 
tiieir schemes, we will turn for a time to other matters. 



Tosaibly it was on account of the suddenly-d 
(imaginary) wealth of the county that so many new town- 
ships were formed this year; no less than five bemg added 
to the list: Union, Sherwood, Ovid, Gilead, and Elizabeth 
(now Bethel). This just doubled the prtMous number 

Down to this time the courts h.td continued to bo held 
at the school-house at Branch, and criminaU were kept in 
the jail of St. Joseph County, It was now deemed 
proper that Branch County should have a building of its 
own, and the following extracts from the records of the 
Board of Supervisors show the action of that body on the 
subject. The meeting is described as having been con- 
vened at the court-houso in the village of Branch ; but this 
was merely a form of speech, the school-house being bre- 
vetted a court-house by the courts and boards which held 
their sessions there. The record reads thus ; 

and that Marlhi 01tl3, Blijiib Tli.>m»a, and Jubn Waterbouafl be and 

traat for tba prvction of aaid jail, and that the same Ije completed on 
or before th« eecond Tneeda; of March next. 

" Ordered, that five hundred dollars be and the aamo ie hereby 
oppro|)riated fur the erection of the same. 

" Ordered, tbat said committee eeleot a suitable Eite I r eaid j uU n 
one of the lots belonging to the county in the village of Branch 

Although the building thus authorized is described by 
the humble name of jiil, it wis intended th it a p\rt of it 
should be occupied as a court room It was built duriUj; 
the summer of 1837, of hewed log' about thirty feet 
square, the lower part beiUj; the jail and the uppei pirt 
the court-room. Thts was ihc only public edifice in the 
county, while the county-seat remained at Branch. 

This was the celebrated period of " Wild Cat" and " Red 
Dog" currency. The removal of the deposits by President 
Jackson, and the consec|uent breaking down of the United 
States Bank, had resulted in the granting of charters to an 
innumerable swarm of State banks, with little coin and 
insufficient security, which made haste to issue bills to an 
almost unlimited extent. 

These were generally called " Wiid-Cat" banks. Fre- 
quently these wonderful financial institutions were too 
poor to pay for engraving plales of their own, with their 
respective names upon them. To meet their wants, a large 
number of bills were engraved, with the name of the bank 
in blank. Quantities of these were purchased by the 
poorer banks, which had their own names printed on theiu 
in red ink. From this circumstance that was called " Red 
Dog" currency. Two of these manufactories of unlimited 
wealth were started in the county,— one at Branch and one 
at Coidwater,— but both very speedily collapsed. A more 
coropicte account of them will be found in the history of 
Coidwater city and township. 

The first newspapers in the county were also begun this 
year, one at Branch, called the Michigan Slur, which had 
a few weeks' priority, and one at Coidwater, named the 
Coidwater Observer. A fuller description of these two 
organs of public information is given in the chapter devoted 
to the press. 

As another indication of the amount jjf business then 
going on in the county, i 
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tion and travel, Dr. Alger, of Coldwater, mentions that in 
the forepart of 1837 he went from Quincy to Sturgis, and 
found thiny-tJireo taverns on the Chicago road in this 
county. 

In the latter part of 1837 this prosperity began to fade 
rapidly away. It did not all disappear at once, but in leas 
than a year it was gine and the people were worse- off 
finantnlly thm they have eitr b<xn either before or since. 
It was Boon found that mere pieces of p iper, inscribed " we 
jruwiiso to p-iy when there was nothing to pay with, 
wonid not long ret'\in iheir purdnsing power, and the 
wealth of the peoplo turned to ashes m their hands. 

Land which had been earned Co hi^li tide prices by the 
pievaihng inflation especially wherever there was a possi- 
bility of buiidmg a village now '<ank to a third, or less, of 
its former value Fmi^ration came to a standstill. Farm 
produte sank bo low that it would not pay for transporta- 
tion. Farmers were unjble to pur(,hasG even the common- 
est necessaries of life, aside from what they could raise, 
and nearly every business-man was overwhelmed by hope- 
less bankruptcy. 

Perhaps the supervisors thought it was particularly 
necessary for the farmers to raise sheep and make their 
own eloth, as they would certainly be unable to buy any 
for in October, 1837, they voted a bounty of Svi 1 11 rs 
apiece for the scalps of full-grown wolves, and thre d II rs 
each for those of whelps. 

In the forepart of 1838 three more new townsh ps w 
formed,— Butler, Mattison, and Algansee. The tw firs 
named embraced only their present areas, hut the 1 I 
included the present township of California. 

The jail contracted for the previous year had been d 

according to agreement, but the agreement did not n I d 
the finishing of the upper room so as Co be fit for h 
of the courts, or at least the contractor did not so con 
it. After considerable hesitation and discussion, 1 1 
lowing account was audited and paid : 



To building jail per Kontrnot with snpen 
Three window-pants 



The five-dollar bounty of the previous fiill evidently 
stimulated a sharp onslaught on the wolves by Che marks- 
men and trappers of Branch County, the more vigorous, 
probably, because other avenues to money-making were to 
a great extent closed. The supervisors' records show the 
following audits ; 



J. B. Woodruff, 3 wolf-certiflcatea $15.00 

Jnoob S. Sorter, Holvee 3S.00 

Mjroo TobbIbj, wolves 1.3.00 

Jeremiah Morrill, wolves.,..;. 13.00 

■Willittm Mitchell, 3 wolves 10.00 

J. M. BlKter, 1 wolf. 5.00 

ComeliuB Van Aiken, 3 wolves 15.00 

Horaoe Qraham, 3 wolves 13.00 

A. Arnold, 1 wolt 5.00 

"Oot. 4, 1838. 

Simeon SRsaett, killing 2 wolves (besides State 

bounty) 10.00 

1188.00" 



It .seems to have been thought that the wolf-business 

was becoming too profitable for the treasury of the county, 
for the order giving five dollara bounty was immediati-ly 



The jail being still unfinished, the following resolutions 
were adopted by the board on the 4th of October i 



"Weup/i'drf, That the building designed for a eoonty jail be pat in 
a state thnt it may be used as eucti as soon as can consistently he 



At this period the Board of Supervisors ' 
by a hoard of three county commissionerH, elected by tlie 
county at large, who performed the duties previously as- 
signed to the supervisors. The new board, consisting of 
Charles G. Hammond, Enos G. Berry, and Wales Adams, 
met at Branch on the 22d of November, 1838, 'and drew 
lota, as required by law, to determine the length of their 
terms of service. The first named drew a term of one 
year, the second of two years, and the third of three years. 
Thenceforth, during the continuance of the board, one new 
: elected each year and held for three 



years 
Th 



M h 



Th 



J S S 



finishing the jail was not let until 

18 hi I a Warren being the contractor. No 

h Id n il the fall of 1839, and it was used 

1 1 u n 1 I only about four years. 

w If b un em to have been soon restored, for 

I w paid by the commissioners, at eight 

h I po biy this was paid by the State through 

y fl5 Is Cornelius Van Aiken received pay 

ll J \\ Ison for one; Marshall Bixby for 

pee ; J. Waterman for two ; Myron 

T w 1 y f n W 111am Mitchell for one. We have 

k n n d hi p s to record the amount of the busi- 

n a. d n n w If Ips, as it shows to some estcnt the 

nd n f 1 n y. When there were many wolves 

my f ly 1: al I ted that there were but few sheep, 

and wh n m s Ijs were brought before the honorable 

bad m s. ly h calculated that farms were pretty 

numerous throughout the county. 

The " Wild-Cat" banks, though now generally dead, still 
continued to vex the souls of the people by their unpleasant 
odors as much as did the wolves by their bloody deeds. 
In July, 1839, an order was passed by the board of com- 
missioners dii'ecting that seventy-five dollars of " Wild- 
Cat" money, received by Seth Dunham as treasurer, should 
be accepted. It was also ordered at the same time that a 
farm of a hundred and twenty acres should be purchased 
from Mr. Dunham. This was soon placed under the charge 
of the overseers of the poor, and has been used as a county 
poor-farm ever since. 

To add tenfold Co the disasters of the period, the latter 
part of 1837 was characterized by fearful sickness through- 
out the county. Nearly every one was attacked by the 
ague, and in hundreds of eases ague was but the prelude 
or attendant of some more deadly disease, all springing 
from the malaria let loose by cultivation. It is said that 
thirty-two died out of a population of about one hundred and 
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forty at Coldwater, and a similar fdtahty devastated the 
greater part of the couoty. 

In 1839 a tragedy occurred near Coldwater which creited 
a decided sensation in both this cuunty and &t Joseph '^nd 
perhaps had a strong influence on a question of much tin 
portanoe to the aettlera, — the removal of the Indians Thp 
band of Po/tamiilamies, so often before mentioned with 
the few Oltaicas and Cliippewts intenningied with them 
had continued lo roam over the two tounties notwilhstand 
ing the treaty of 1833 and their acceptance of the pay 
ment under it. There were still a hist of deer and other 
game in the forest, though the number was yearly kisenina; 
before the advance of the pioneers The |aymenta yearly 
made by the United States eked out their resource and 
nearly all were strongly averse tn removing to the unki own 
country to which they were destined by the treaty 

Their intercourse with the whites was generally fiiendly 
though there were occasional quarrels between individu'ils 
of the two races, arising either frjm the tio free use ol 
whisky or a dispute about its sale None of thes tioubles 
resulted in bloodshed. The squaws frequently brfu^ht 
wild plums and cranberries in their moc cks or haik bis- 
kets, to trade for calico, sugar, etc at the stores in the few 
little villages of the county, while the Indians themselves 
frequently had venison or furs to dispose of (oi olotli nd 
powder, and, above all, for whisky Me swap was a lam 
mon expression in Braneh County f)rty years ago 

Sau-au-quett continued to bo regarded as the head man 
of the tribe, though his autliorily had greatly waned sinee 
he had brought about the sale of the Nottawi seepe RcKcr 
vation, in 1833. The old feud ansing out of that tic'itj 
which had resulted in the death of Quan^ett fa" well is of 
others outside of the county), was still kipt up and many 
of the warriors hated the stalwart half breed with smith 
ered but undying rage. 

The tragedy before alluded to occurred near C">ldwater 
After being together, drinking mere or less tlir u^^hout the 
day, Sau-au-quett and a warrior named Kakotomo went to 
a wigwam on the peninsula, between Mud Creek and Cold- 
water Lake, near the road from Coldwater to Battle Creek, 
to sleep during the night. Kakotomo had long hated the 
chief on account of the sale of the lands, but probably 
thero had been some new quarrel to stimulate his wrath 
into action. With the Indian's usual duplicity toward his 
foe, he dissembled liis anger until there was a good oppor- 
tunity to indulge it to the fullest extent. When Sau- 
an-quett was stretched in profound sleep Kakotomo arose, 
drew the chieflain's long knife from its sheath, and drove 
it through his body into the ground. He died with scarcely 

The next day the body was discovered. It was known 
that Kakotomo was the last person with him, and when 
charged with the murder he did not deny it. 

" Sau-au-quett sell Indian's land. Indian kill Sau-au- 
quett. Who care?" 

The murderer was promptly arrested by the authorities 
of Branch County. Sau au-quett's friends came and de- 
manded him, in order that they might punish him in their 
own fashion. Tlieir request was, of course, refused. In a 
short time the crime was condoned by them on account of 



the gitl of a pony bhnkets saddle etc to Sau au juett s 
nearest relatives by the friends of Kakotomo according to 
Indian custom Then the friends of the homicide came 
ird demanded his release The murder 1 id been paid for 
and everybody was satisfied Why should th poor man 
be kept in prison any longer ? B it the officers were equally 
impi-rvious to this ippeil 

let there was a stron„ disposition on the p'lrctf the 
whites to make the m irder subservient to their wish to get 
the Indians out if Mith^an It was not pleasant to have 
them running their knues through each other in defiance 
of our laws nor was it desiralle to assume the ta k )f try 
iDp and puni hir g them with all the formality and etpense 
of uvihzed tr bunais 4.nd if they found that the\ were 
allowed to kill each other with impunity they would be 
\erj likely to satiate th ir capricious hatred upm some of 
the whites in i simihr manner as m l^ct had been the case 
in '^t Joscih County 

Besid s the vagrant beggii g habits of the Indians 
tl ose earliest of Michigan tramps were unquestionably 
disi^reeible to the enterpriMnj, ii d industnous pioneers of 
Branch County When the noble red man brawny and 
stalwart but read} to starve to death rather than to labor 
soUj,! t f od and sh Jler f )r himself his wife ind his pi 
poose it was lonlrai) t the oustoni of the emigrant fron 
New Jnjmd ur Niw lork to refuse such i trifle lut it 
r us d his eontemptuousingcr to look upon a man so indo- 
lent and shiflless 4.11 were ansinus that the Ii dians 
shjuld go 

Aj. plication was made to the Governfr of Michip,in and 
by him to the general government The Governor also 
wrote to the Hon E G I uller proseiutin^ attort ey if 
Branch County authorizing him to enter a nolle p osequi 
in the case f the Siite of Michigan bb Kakotomo pro- 
vided it would expedite the removal of the Indians The 
bind as a whole would not agret, to remove on condition 
if Kakotomo s release but some of the friends of the pna 
oner promised to promote a removal if he was let loose, and 
the assassin himself, to whom imprisonment was worse than 
death, was more than willing to place himself far beyond 
the reach of the white man's law. 

At length, in the autumn of 1840, all other moans having 
failed, Gen. Brady was sent from Detroit with a detachment 
of United States troops to effect the removal of the Indians. 
A small force was sent into Hillsdale County to gather up 
the band of Baw-Beese, while the main body undertook the 
management of those in Branch and St. Joseph Counties. 
It was not an easy task. The older and more intelligent 
Indians submitted quietly, though sullenly, to what was 
plainly an inevitable necessity, but many of the squaws hid 
themselves in the forest, and many of the young warriors 
broke away even afl:er they had been gathered into camp 
and were surrounded with troops. 

But at last, after several days' raanoeuvering, all or nearly 
all were eoUeeted together, Baw-Beese and his band were 
brought in from Hillsdale County, and then the mournful 
cortege, closely guarded by the soldiers, set out for the far 
West. The Indians were escorted by land to the Illinois 
River, and thence taken by steamboat down that stream 
and the Mississippi to St. Louis, and 
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Council Bluffs, Iowa, where a new liome ' 

them. A few estaped from the soldiers on the way and 

returned to Michigan. Thej did not dare, however, and 

perhaps did not wish, to seek the vicinity of their former 

home, but went into the northern part of the State, where 

we believe a few of their descendants reside at the present 

day. 

The tribe was greatly dissatisfied with it^ residence at 
Council Bluffs, partly on account of tlie scarcity of timber, 
and partly because of the nearness of the ferocious Sioux, 
who then, aa now, roamed over the prairies of Nebraska and 
Dakota, and who were the terror alike of frontier whites and 
of tlie weaker Indian tribes, A few years later they accord- 
ingly consented to exchange their reservation at Council 
Bluffs for a home in the Indian Territory. When the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas was oi^anized in 1854, they eoW their 
claim to the government, but reserved a tract of ten miles 
square on the north side of the Kansas River, a short dis- 
tance above Topeka, the present capital of the State, where 
they still reside. It may interest aonio of those who now 
possess their old homes to know that this once ferocious 
tribe, the terror of a thousand miles of frontier, has learned 
many of the arts of peace, and is reported by the officials 
of the Indian Bureau to be in a more prosperous condition 
than the average Indians located upon reservations. 

The removal of the Pottawatfamies was the last im- 
portant act affecting Branch County, occurring in the fourth 
decade of this century, and also marked a decided change 
in the condition of the county. Hitherto there had been 
an almost unintermitting straggle between the pioneers and 
the wilderness. Hardship, sickness, and death assailed the 
people at every step, and, notwithstanding the spasmodic 
financial prosperity of two or three feverish years, the whole 
county still displayed at least as much of the appearance of 
a hunting-ground as of a farming region. 

But afler 18-10 its condition was rapidly changed, and 
though it was several years before oven half of the timber 
was felled to the ground, the howl of the wolves ceased to 
echo along the hill-sides at night, yet that year, more nearly 
than any other, marks the line between the pioneer period 
and the period of agricultural development. We therefore 
begin the new era with a new chapter. By the census of 
1840 the population of Branch CouDty was five thousand 
seven hundred and fifteen. 



CHAPTER X. 

PROM 1841 TO 1861. 

The Countj-Seat Question— Removal to Uoldwater— County Com- 
miBsioners Abolished— Earning of the Jail at Branch— The Long 
Struggle over Building » New Jail— The Erection of » Court- 
Hoaee- Rapid ftnd Eoduting Progresa- A Last Look at tho 
Woli^ee- Cenana of 1850— Building the Michigan Southern Bail- 
road— General Prosperify- The Approach of War— Our Method of 
Writing the Hiatorj of Branch County in the War. 

In the beginning of the fifth decade probably the prin- 
cipal subject of public discussion particularly pertaining to 
Branch County was the location of the county-seat. The 
principal competitors were Branch and Coldwater, forMason- 



ville had small hopes except as acompromise location between 
the other two. Branch had the advantage of being in 
possession of the coveted boon, and besides it was the nearest 
to the centre of the county. On the other hand, Coldwaf«r 
was surrounded by much the most thriving settlement. 
The Coldwater Prairie was so easily cultivated that every 
one who could get a piece of it did so, and others, at- 
tracted by the nearness of neighbors, settled in the edges 
of the adjoining forest. Supported by the trade of the 
farming population around, Coldwater grew and flourished, 
while Branch, surrounded by a frowning forest, had only 
its glory as the county-seat to depend upon. 

Moreover, the proprietors of the latter village were so 
sure that the county-scat would be retained there that they 
held lots at a decidedly high price, while those of Cold- 
water, being desirous of drawing the capita! thither, put 
their prices down to reasonable figures. 

After several years of contest between the partisans of 
the two localities, a law was at length passed by the Legis- 
lature authorising the county commissioners to re-locate the 
county-seat. For the year 1842 the commissioners were 
Hiram Shoudlcr, of Union (chairman) ; Oliver D. Colvin, 
of Kinderhook ; and Hiram Gardner, of Mattison. The 
lasl>named gentleman had been chosen the previous autumn, 
in place of Wales Adams, of Brouson, and doubtless the 
county-scat question entered prominently into the election. 

Immediately after the assembling of the board in Jan- 
uary, 1842, it decreed the removal of the county-seat to 
Coldwater, and there it has ever since remained. The last 
record of the meeting of the board at Branch m dated 
Jan. 3, 1842, while its first session in Coldwater was on the 
10th day of March in that year. The same year the board 
of county commissioners was abolished, and the supervisor 
system re-established throughout the State ; the first meet- 
ing of the new board being held at Coldwater on the 4th 
of July, 1842. As one of the conditions of removal, a 
number of the principal citizens of Coldwater gave a bond 
for three hundred dollars, to be applied to the erection of a 
court-house and jail at that point. This was not a very 
munificent sum, but it was about as much as the building 
at Branch had cost. For several years, however, notwith- 
standing numerous efforts in that direction, no county build- 
ing was erected in Coldwater, the courts meeting in tempo- 
rary rooms rented for the purpose. 

Meanwhile the jail at Branch was burned down by a 
prisoner confined in it, and it has been asserted in print 
that some of the people of Coldwater contributed to pay 
him for the deed. Until a new one should be built, Branch 
County prisoners were confined in the jail of St. Joseph 
County, and one of the records of the period shows that 
the sheriff of that county was authorised by the supervi- 
sors of Branch to buy a "cheap coat" for an indigent 
prisoner from the latter county. 

Although Branch County was now rapidly approaching 
a civilized condition, yet the wolves still made wool-growing 
a somewhat risky business, as is shown by the records of 
bounties paid. At the session of the supervisors in Octo- 
ber, 1843, they audited and allowed no less than fivedaims 
for bounty, — one by Jeremiah Morrill, one by James Owen, 
one by Joseph Cady, and two by C. C. Hayes. 

L-oogle 
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At that October sessiun ihe board piisaed a resolution 
recoiDineniJiiig the electors of the county to raise lour hun- 
dred dollars to erect & jail, besidea the three huodreJ dul- 
lard due from the citizens of Coldwater, and directed the 
clerk to submit the proposition to a vote of the people. 
But there was as much struggling over the (Question as 
might have sufficed to build a State capiiol, and in the 
January following the resolution was rescinded. In lieu of 
it, one was adopted requesting the electors to authorize the 
BupervisoTS to raise sufficient money to build county build- 
ings by a tax extending over four years. This plan also 
seems to have fallen through, for in January, 1845, we find 
the board again recommending the electors on the subject ; 
this time to raise five hundred dollars in 1845 and five 
hundred in 1846, which, with the three hundred dollars 
due from the citizens of Coldwater, was to be used to build 
a jail. Baliola were ordered to be prepared for " Jail" and 
" No Jail." 

In October, 1845, still another resolution was passed, 
recommending the electors to raise a thousand dollars for a 
jail. The board seemed to be determined, in the words of 
one of John Hay's heroes, " to resoloot till the cows come 
homo," and this effort seems to have been successful, for the 
next spring it was resolved to let the building of the jail to 
the highest bidder. In the succeeding fall the board levied 
a thousand-dollar tax to pay for the jail which had been 
erectcdduring the summer of 1846, and in January, 1847, 
they voted to accept the same. 

The next move was for a court-house. In the spring of 
1847 the people voted that one shonld be built, but the 
vote was a very close one, — eight hundred and thirty-four 
votes being east in favor of the requisite tax, and seven 
hundred and ninety-four against it. In October, 1847 the 
board resolved that four thousand dollars should be nised 
to build a court-house ; fifteen hundred that year fifieiu 
hundred in 1848, and a thousand in 1849. Five hundred 
dollars was aiso voted to build a poor-house, and the super 
intendenta were authorized to advertise for ita erection at a 
sum not exceeding that amount. At this time temporary 
apartments were rented for a court-room and a clerk's office 
at fifty dollars per year, and one for a register's office at 
twenty dollars. The same month it was resolved that a 
court-house should be built for five thousand dollars, and 
the proposal of G. W, Davis to erect it for that sum was 
duly accepted. 

The following year (1848) the present court-house in 
Coldwater was erected. It was accepted by the supervisors 
in the autumn, and in December of that year was first oc- 
cupied for public purposes, that being the end of a seven 
years' struggle over the erection of county buildings. 

Meanwhile the progress of the county was rapid and 
enduring. There was not the extraordinary inflation of 
the prices of real estate seen in 1834, 1835, and 1836, 
but, on the other hand, there was no danger of the panic 
of 1837, New farms were opened in every direction, and 
the area of cultivated land in the old ones was largely 
increased. In some instances frame houses were built upon 
farms, though as a general rule log houses were still in use, 
except in the villages. 

Our fi'iends, the wolves, of whom we have spoken so 



often before, were gradually disappeaiing before the rifles 
and traps of frontiersmen, inspired by the hope of the eight 
dollars bounty which wasthen allowed for each scalp. In 
January, 1846, certificates were issued for one scalp each 
to David Potter, l^wrence Decker, Joseph Harris, Joseph 
Towaley, and James Johnson. In December, 1848, there 
is a record of a certifii;ate issued to Christopher Spafford. 
and in October, 1850, there were issued one to Ezekiel 
Hayes, Jr., and two to James 0. Johnson. These were 
Ihe last payments of which we have seen any record. Pos- 
sibly one or two more wolves were killed in the county, but 
it will be substantially safe to assume that after the middle 
of the century Branch County was free from these enemies 
of the sheepfoid. 

By the census of 1850 the county had twelve thousand 
four hundred and seventy-two inhabitants, its population 
having more than doubled in ten years. Up to this time 
the county hud not known the presence of a railroad. 

The break-down of the great sysiem of State works 
begun in 1837 had been so complete, that people were 
frightened at the idea of building a railroad in Michigan. 
By extraordinary exertion, and at immense cost, the State 
had succeeded in constructing the Southern road as far as 
Hillsdale in 1843, but was utterly unable to build it any 
farther. Kven this, however, was a great boon to the 
people of Branch County, as it was certainly fur easier to 
haul their produce in wagons for twenty or even forty miles 
than to pmlong the task over nearly a hundred miles of 
execrable road which lay between them and Lake Brie. 

The Southern Railroad having been sold in 1846 to a 
company, of which Edwin C. Litchfield was the head, it 
was hoped that it would be speedily pushed forward through 
Brmch County. But the new company could not muster 
the necessary means for several years, and up to the close 
of 1850 no advance had been made except over the four 
miles between Hillsdale and JonesviUe. 

But in the beginning of 1851 everything was ready for 
a grand forward movement, which was carried out with 
extraordinary rapidity. Thousands of workmen were em- 
ployed all along the line from JonesviUe to Chicago. Early 
in the summer the track was laid down across Branch 
County, and the locomotive went screaming merrily throHgh 
the townships of Quincy, Coldwater, Batavia, Bethel, and 
Bronson. Still the work went forward with ever-increasing 
zeal, unstayed even by the cold of winter, and in March, 
1852, the cars ran over the road from Lake Erie to 
Chicago. 

This placed Branch County in close connection with the 
outer world, with the swiftly-growing metropolis at the head 
of Lake Michigan, and with the great markets of the East. 
In about three years more a line was completed from Toledo 
to Buffalo, connecting there with the system of roads which 
afterwards became the New York Central, and forming a 
continuotis all-rail line from New York to Chicago, passing 
through Branch County. 

Over this line rolled nearly the whole tide of Western 
emigration, and it could not be but that a large part of it 
would be stayed on the fertile lands of Branch County, 
which were not yet entirely occupied by farmers. The 
vacant lands, however, were a 
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which had been settled during tlie previous twenty years 
now took oa the appeiiratice of tliorough cultivation. In a 
majority of cases the log houses of the pioneers were ex- 
changed for frames, pumps took the places of tlie pictur- 
esque, but inconvenient, well-sweeps, which had formerly 
risen in every yard, orchards presented their luscious fruit 
in ample abundance, and school-housea and churches rose 
wherever necessary, to promote the intellectual and spiritual 
welfare of the people. Even the mischievous imp of fever- 
aiid-ague became less malignant thiin before, as the soil was 
subdued by cultivation, and the too-abundant water was 
removed by drainage. 

In fact, the decade from the beginning of 1851 to that 
of 1861 was one of almost unchecked prosperity. The 
population increased from twelve thousand four hundred and 
seventy-two to twenty thousand nine hundred and eighty- 
one (sisty-eigiit per cent.), and the increase in wealth was 
still greater. As the whole country. East and West, North 
and South, shared in greater or less degree in the same 
good fortune, it was hard to believe that any could be 
found mad or wicked enough to change the scene for one of 
war and devastation. Even while, during the fateful winter 
of 1860-61, SUte after State was seen declaring in favor 
of secession, and asserting its readiness for war, men still 
hoped against hope that some means of reconciliation would 
be devised. But the rage of the slaveholders at the elec- 
tion of a President who was not a propagandist of slavery, 
could be satiated by nothing but the destruction of the 
Union, and so all lovers of their country were brought face 
to face with the question whether they would ignobly per- 
mit that country to be ruined by traitors, or would deiend 
it by force of arms. When the rebel guns sounded the 
fall of Sumter on the 14th day of April, 1861, the ques- 
tion was speedily decided. 

Of the gallant part taken by the men of Branch County 
in the terrible contest of the next four years, the following 
chapters will speak. In those chapters we give brief 
skotehes of the services of all the regiments and batteries 
of which any considerable number went from Branch 
County. To eagh sketch is appended a list of the officers 
and soldiers from Branch County who served in that partic- 
ular regiment or battery. Where less than thirty were from 
Branch County we can give, as a rule, no history of ser- 
vices, but a list of all the names is furnished in the closing 
chapter of the war record These lists are taken from the 
published reports of the adjutant-general of the State, cor- 
rected whenever practicable by members of the various or- 
ganizations The histones of the services of regiments and 
bdttenes are also based on the adjutant general's reports, 
but in numerous cases oflicers and soldiers belonging to 
them have furnished us with circumstances, reminiscences, 
and details which cnuid be obtained from no other source. 



CHAPTER XI. 

FIRST INF AN THY.' 

Tho President's Proelamation— The Governor's Cftll— Rfliaing the 
PirEt Regiment of lafantrj for Three Months— Company C from 
Branch Countj— Ite First Officers— Going t» Waahiagton— Enterins 
Virginia — The Battle of Ball Run — Reorganiiation lor Three 
Years— Guarding tbe Baltimore and Washington Railroad— On the 
Peninsula— Its Battles there— Sent to Pope— Second Bull Rnn— 
Terrible Loss— Antietaiu and Fredericlishurg- Tbo Campaign of 
1862— Hiird Fighting at (Jettjsburg- The Campaign of ISBl- 
Numerous Baltics- The Siege of Petersburg- Tbe Final Victory— 
The Return— The Number Slain or Died. 

THE THREE MONTHS' REGIMENT. 

The day after the surrender of Fort Sumter, the Pres- 
ident of the United States called upon the loyal States of 
the Union for seventy-five thousand men to suppress the 
rebellious uprising in the South. On the following day 
(April 16, 1861) was published the proclamation of the 
Governor of Michigan, calling for volunteers to fill twenty 
companies, which, with the requisite field and staff officers, 
were to compose two regiments of infantry, though only 
one regiment was required under the President's call. 
Three days after the issuance of the Governor's pivjclama- 
tion the 1st Regiment was ready fur muster, and on the 
1st of May following it was mustered, seven hundred and 
eighty strong, into the service of the United States for 
three months, by Lieut.-Col. K. Backus, U. 8. A., nt Fort 
Wayne, Detroit, the regiment being then fully equipped 
with arms, ammunition, and clothing, ready fur service, and 
awaiting the orders of the War Department. 

One of tho companies of the regiment (C) was composed 
of men of Branch County, its nucleus being a Zouave com- 
pany which had been organized in Coldwiiter some time 
previous to the opening of the war. This company joined 
the regiment with a strength of about eighty rank and file, 
and under command of the following-named officers, all 
residents of Coldwater ; Ebenezer Butterworth, captain ; 
Charles E. Eggleston, first lieutenant; Geor^ H. E^les- 
ton, second Ueutenanl. Tho field-officers of the regiment 
were Orlando B. Wilcox, colonel ; Lorin L. Comstock, 
lieutenant-colonel ; Alonzo F, Bidwell, major. 

Orders for its movement having been received on the 
13th of May, the Isfc Regiment of Michigan left Detroit 
on that day, and proceeded to Washington. It was the 
first regiment to reach the National Capital from west of 
the Alleghany Mountains, and was not second in equip- 
ment and soldierly qualities to any regiment which had 
arrived from any other State. Its appearance on Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue was hailed with joyful acclamation, and the 
great President, before whom it marched in review, ad- 
dressed its officers and men in moft complimentary terms, 
and through them thanked the State of Michigan for the 
patriotism and alacrity with which she bad responded to 
the call for help. 

The 1st was assigned to duty with the command of Col. 
(afterwards Gen.) Heintzelman, and when the movement 
across the Potomac into Vii^inia was made, on the 24th 

• This includes both the three months' and the three yeara' orgsnf- 
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of May, it led the d a f he Union tro p 

Long Bridge, driving h hip kets along h 
and entering Alexand by I W hington ro d n 
taneously witli the ar 1 f Llbw rtli's Zouave m 
b, ■te.m.r. 

The first and only battle of this regiment was h 
Bull Run, July 21, 1861, at which time its bra Co 
was in command of the brigade of which the w 
part. On that disastrous field it was in the ihickes h 
fight, eagerly pressing forward to engage the enem is 
heavily, bat fighting with stubborn heroism, and es b h 
ing that bright repntiitioD for gallantry which M h n 
troops so uniformly maintained throughout the w 
this engi^nient Capt, Butterworth (of Compan C 
Lieuts. Mauch and Casey were wounded and t p 

oners, and afterwards died of their wounds wh h 

enemy's hands. Col. Wilcox was also wounded d d 
prisoner, and was exchanged after fifteen months' p y 
At ihe expiration of its three months' term of s 
raiment returned to Michigan, and was mu 
Aug. 7, 1861. 

THE THltEE VEARs' REGIMENT. 

After the muster-out and discharge of the thre m n h 
men tho 1st Regiment was reorganized for a th et, 
term of service. The men for the new rcgiu n w 
principally recruited in tho counties of Wayne J 
Washtenaw, Lenawee, Monroe, Hillsdale, and Bra h h 
county contributing a hrge part of tho member C m 
pany E and a few men to other companies. 

The reorganized 1st Infantry left its rendezvo A 

Arbor (excepting two small detachments, which w^ 

soon after) on tho 16th of September IStl and pioeecdcd 
to Washington, D. C. Amon^ the earliest duties to which 
it was assigned was that of guarding the Bait inort, ai d 
Washington Railroad and in this it was en agod during 
the winter of 1861-b3, with its hndqunrlers and winter 
camp at Annapolis Junction In the month of Marih 
1862, it moved to the Peninsula with the Army of the P 
tomae, to join in McClelhn s campaign aga nst Riihmond 
During that campaign it look n hon rabl pirt in the 
battles of Mechaniesvillo, June 2b I'^ei G mea Mills 
June 27, and Malvern Hill, July 1 

At the close of the Peninsul ir campaign the 1st wis 
placed in the army of Gen. Popt. md fought under thit 
general at Gainesville, August 29 and at ihe second Bull 
Run battle, August 30. In the Ust named en igenient it 
lost its colonel, adjutant, four captains and more than 1 alf 
its members killed or wounded. Rejoining the army of Geo 
McClellan, it fought during his fall campjign of 18t)2 at 
Anlietam, September 37, and Shepherdstown Ford, Sep- 
tember 20 ; and after the assumption of the command of 
the army by Gen. Burnside it fought under him in tho 
ten ific battle of Prederiuksburg, Va., December 13. 

The nest spring it took part in the campaign of Chan- 
ceilorsville, and after numerous severe marches reached 
Gettysburg on the 2d of July, 1862, in time to engage in 
that memorable encounter. Nearly a third of the small 
number which followed its banner were killed or wounded 
on that field- 



D he remainder of the year and tho early part of 

8b h t was engaged in the various movements made 

V by the Army of the Potomac, and in the mean 

m w oi^anized as a veteran regiment. Going into 

h ampaign of 1864 on the Ist of May, the regi- 

n k part in m<ffit of the battles and skirmishes of that 

b e, including Alsop's Farm, Spottsjlvania, North 

An J ho Mills, and Cold Harbor. In June, 1864, 

w h 4 h Infantry went home to he mustered out and 

e; ze ts veterans and the later recruits were assigned 

h nd remained with it until June, 1865. It took 

p rt in the siege of Petersburg, was present at the 

b Veldon Railroad, and participated in the desperate 

fl Poplar Grove Church, where alone it carried two 

^ fications, and a part of an intrenched line. 

Th ment remained engaged in the siege of Petcrs- 

b h ^hout the winter ; taking part in the battle of 

I h Run in February, and in another conflict at the 

Sd p in March. It was also engaged in the closing 

b he great struggle, including the events at Ap- 

pom C urt-House, April 9. After Lee's surrender it 

m do City Point, and remained there until May 16, 

w by water to Alexandria, arriving there on the 

8 d n the 16th of June went by rail to Louisville, 

K h ig there on the 2Ut. It was encamped on the 

pp de of the river, at Jefferson vi He, Ind., and was 

m >d ut of service on the 9th of July. The command 

d Jackson, Mich., on the 12th of the same month, 

d h re paid and discharged. 

Th 'es of the Ist during the war were one hundred 
d J X men and fifteen commi.-sioned officers killed 
in bdttle or died of wounds, and ninety-six men and one 
officer died of disease. 

MBMBEKS OF TUB FIRST TSFANTRV (THREE MONTHS) FLIOM 



CbHrl<4 E. EggkHtuu, let Umt. ; «u1. Uuy 1, isel ; m 
(.ett^e 11. Eggltvlon, 2d llaub; enl. Muy 1, 1S61 ; mi 
thHriesa Uiiculn, Ijlsergl,; enl. MBy 1, 1861; mur 

Ge«rgeaL(iili;8,Ma»ist.;enI. Majl,lB6li CBplut 
V„„ July 21, 1861 leonfln " " 






AtwilRt'otler, Silcorp.ii'pl. Uuyl.iSGI; mnsLoul 
S)lve«erll.Wrigh(,4Uiixirp.i eiil. Mhj 1, 1861 ; mnal 



Henry C. Adams, eiil. Uny 1, ISBl ; must, out Ang. T, 18«l. 
Benjiiniin F. Arilicr, enl. May 1, 1861 ; idubI. out Ang. T, 1861. 

All*tt C. Allen, enl. Sl*j 1, 1861 ; nimt, out Aug. 1, 1881. 
Henry Alpbult, enl. Mhj 1, 18«1; idubi. out Aug. 7, 1861. 
LoruiEU r. Bivwn, e,,]. H:iy 1, 1861 ; muBl. ont Aug. T. 1861. 
WmUtn L. Biirritt, eiil. Mhj 1, 1861 ; niB>t. out Ang. 7, 1661. 
Henry Bntler, rnl. Hny 1, 1861 i mnst. out Aug. 1, 1861. 
Poier BurtB«n, e^il. Mbj 1, 1861 ; muet. uut Aug. T, 1861. 

CburlM Bichford, enl. Uh; 1, 1861 ; niiut. ont Aug. T, 1861. 

Janiea Ueiiaell, eul. Ma) I, ISOl ; mast, out Aug. T, 1861. 

Wllll^n H. B,yo«. e.1. M»y 1, 1861 ; =.u.t ont ''"sf'^h^.-..^ I r> 
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Chas.Bdnkerhoof.pnl.Miij 1,1661; woondrf et Biill Emi, Vo, Jnlj al,186I. 
CliHiincey S. BllTin, «nl. X») 1, 1SG1 ; mu>I. out Aug. 1, 18DI, 

IlBmillon Collier, cnl. H>y 1. ISAI ; liinxt out Ane. 1. iWl. 
EdKard Catlin, epl. Mny !, I8UI ; ninst. out Ang. T, 1861. 
Edward Cnn, finl. Hay I. Is«l ; ninst. onl Aug. 7. 186). 
Lesler B. Callnhan, rnl. Mny 1, 1861 ; mnat. nut Aug. T, 1861. 

GeorgaD. l>ru[y,eDl. May l.ieei; nkcn prisoner at bntUeaf Bull RiiD,Vn,. 

SlaTtiD Danni, enl. Ua; 1, 1861 ; mugt. out Aug. 7, 1861. 
Gllbnt Decline, enl. Mtj 1. ISfil; must, out Aug. T, l»8t. 
Lafayette Flncb, eul. U»y 1, 1801 ; must, cut Aug, T, IKGl. 

Daiid Fox, tnl. Ubj 1, 1861 ; must, unt Aug. T, 1S61. 
iMlah Foi, eul. Hay 1, 1E«[ ; must, ont Aug. 7, 1861. 
Irving B. Graliam, enl. Uay 1, IBSl ; must, out Aug. 7, 18C1. 
Edward Otiitt, enl. Haj 1, 1661 ; niniit. ont Aug. 7, 1861. 

Daulel H. Helnies, enl. Ha; 1, 1861 ; ninet, out Aug. 7, ISGI. 
William Heiiae, ..»!. Say 1, 1861 ; niuat. out Ang. 7, 1861. 
Leander C. Handy, enl. Maj l,18«l ; mnat. out Aug. 7, 1861. 

jD];ai,1861; cODfined in Llliliy priion ; muet. out Kay ^, 1862. 
Jamea D. C. llane;, enl. May 1, ISfil; ninst. out Ang. T, 1601. 
Boiith U. Hailiugs, enl. May 1, 1881 ; niuat. ont Aug. 7, 1861. 
Ddward llenltt, enl. Hay 1, 1961 ; mnat. out Ang. 7,1861. 
BeiiJ. .1. Knappen. eul. Hay 1, 1861 ; musl. out Ang. T, 1861. 

Edwani Lewis, onl. May 1, 1861 ; must, out Aug. 1, 1861. 
FranLIln Minzey, enl. May 1, 1861; muM. out Aug. 7, 1861. 
John S.Mossmsu, eul. May 1, 1801; must, ent Aug. T, 1B6I. 
Sqntre W, Meileiidy, enl. May 1, 1861 ; mnat. Ang. J, 1801. 
Wllaun Moddtuigli, eul. Hay 1, 1801; must. Ang. 7, 1861. 

JolinOtmatead, enl. Hay 1,1861; must, ont Ang. 7,1861. 

Plillu P. Fechbam, (nl. Hay 1, 1861 ; must, ont Aug. T, 1661. 

Horace L. Perkins, enl. Hay 1, 1861 ; must, out Ang. 7, 1661. 

FntnhliD Bolierta, enl. May 1. 1B6t ; mnat, out Aug. T, 1861. 

Calvin D. Strong, enl. M«y 1, 1961 ; ninst. onl Aug. 7, 1861. 

Jobn D. Emails, enl. 91^1,1861; taken pilaunei- ut lultle of Bnll Bud, July 

£1,18111; lonflnedlnljUby prlaon; must.out May 2U, 1862, 
John gDltkiLn, enl. U»y 1, 1861 ; must, ont Ang. 7, 1861. 
OudySmllh, enl. May 1,1861; must, ont Ang, 7, 1861. 
Squire S. Skeols, enl. May 1, 1861 ; mnat. out Ang. T, 1861. 
Baxter Strong, enl. May 1, 1861; most, onl Ang. 7, 1861. 
Risa A. Warner, enl. Hay 1, 1861 ; must, out Aug. T, 1861. 

Jnly21, 1861; conAoed in LIbby prison; must, out May 2[\ 1862. 

MEMBERS OP THE FIRST lOrANTKr (THREE YEARS) FROM BRANCH 

COUNT If. 
Abram S, Kirkland, 2d lient.; enl. May 8i^ 180»; lal lieut. (ae lergl.), July 16, 

George H. Eggleston, Isl lieul, ; enl. Ang. 17, 1861 ; res. March 28, 1863. 

Alexander Blaek, Co, B; disch. at Waahlngton, 1). C, Jan. 23, 1963. 

William H. Banihajii, Vo.K; accidentally killed, Oct. 18, 1S62. 

HenryC. Bnbcock, Co.E. 

William F. Braddudk, Co. E; niuat. out July B, 1805. 

Ruben W. Baker, Co, C; diecb. 

Jolin N. Bnnher, Co.K; died of disease, Washington, D. C, July in, 18C3. 

Joaepb D. Bennett, Co. E; disch. to re-ei>l. aa veteran, Feb. IT, 1864. 

Bdnard Curtis, Co. E ; mnsl. ont July 9, 1S6S. 

Daniel Cook, Co. E; diseh.atFurtSclinyler, Jan. 23,1863. 

Jobn Cltuke, Co. E; dlBcli. al ejpiiatlon of aervlQe, Oct. ID, 1861. 

James G. Depne, Co. I.; died In action at Bull Run, Va., Ang. 30, 1862. 
Theodore Davia, Co. E; ditcli. nt eiplrsllon of service, Sept. 9, 1864. 
CiaylDnS.EIdred,CD.E; diach. 

Beech N. Flak, Co. E ; ditcb. at eipiiatlon of leciice, Sept. 16, 1864. 
DaTldFoi, Co. E; dlscb. at explrallun of service, Oct, 36,1864; was In battles 

of Ball Run, Fredericksburg, and ChaucellonviUe. 
George Hlllman, Co. E ; died in action at Bull Bun, Ai«. ,10, 1862. 
Fnincle E. Hadley, Co. E ; dlscb. by orfer, Dee. 16, 1862. 

Abinm S. Klillond.Co. £ ; dlach. lo re-enl. as Teteran, Eeb. 17, 1864 ; must, out 
July 11,1865, 



Simeon P. Miles, Co, C; died In action at Bull 
James M. Vane, Co. K ; died of disease In RIcbi 
Wllliani J. Moody,Co. E; ninst. out July 9, 18 



Oei-ai 



b. Co. A 



George T. Mlverson, Co. E; dlach. at Potomac Creek, Jan. 3, 180;*. 
Theodore E. Oliver, Co. C ; diach. Sov. 17, 1862. 

Byrou Potter, Co. E; killed in action at Bull Bun, Aug. 30, 1862. 

David C. Beynolde, Co. E ; diach. at oiplnillon of service, Sept. B, 1864. 

HiiBin S«eet,Co. E; died In action at Geltjabnrg, Pa., July 2, 1863. 

Jnni-s C. Smith, Co. E; disch. for disability, Feb. », 1868. 

George II, Stinner, Co. E; discb Jan. S, 1863. 

NebemUli Spencer, Co. E ; dlach. to re.enl. aa veterui, Dec ii, 1863. 

C. A. Tonipkina, Oo. B; diach. at expiration of Berrlce, Oct. 30, 186*. 

Horace M. WIthinglon, Co. B ; died in action at Bull Itnn, Aug. 30, 186 

Eugene Wilson. Co. B ; dlach. at eipiratlon at service, Sept. 9. 1864. 
JSfferaon Woods, Co. B; dlaeb. to n«nl. as veteran, Cec. 2n, ISSl; m 
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SEVENTH INFANTRY. 



Braneh Counly in fho Seven Ih—BnJI's Bluff— WoFt Point unii Fair 
Oftks— Tile Seven Days' Fight—TheBnltleofAnlietani—Fredei iek6- 
burg— Crossing the Rappahonnoek undur Fire— The Charge up tho 
fleighCB— The Great March to GettjBbnrg— Serera Conflict there— 
Spott'ylvania— Cold Hurbor— Fighting Before Petersburg— Stereo - 
ing tho Enemy's Works— Final Victory— Mueter- Out— List of 
IJffieers and Soldiera. 

The 7th Michigan Infantry was formed at Monroe during 
the summer of 1861. Tho number of Branch Countj men 
who served in its ranks durinp; the war was a few more than 
fifty, viz., about forty in K company, ten in I company, 
and one or two each in B, C, and D. 

The re{;iment left Monroe for Virginia on the 5th of 
December, 1861. Arriving there, it was stationed on the 
upper Potomac. It was one of the regiments detailed to 
go to Ball's Bluff on the 21st of October, under Gen. Baker, 
and sliared the losses inflicted by the sudden and over- 
whelming attack of the enemy on that disastrous day. 

In tho spring of 1862 the 7th went with the Army of 
the Potomac to ihe Peninsula, where it was engaged in tho 
siege of Yorktown, and afterwards in the affair at West 
Point, on the 7th of May. It also took an active part in 
the battle of Fair Oaks, on the 31st of May and Ist of 
June. When the Confederate force was massed to attack 
the Union right, the 7th was with the coiunins which were 
steadily forced through the disastrous " Seven Days' Fight," 
taking part in the aciions at Peach Orchard Creek on the 
29th of June, at Savage Station on the same day, at White 
Oak Swamp on the 30th of June, at Glendale on the same 
day, and finally, on the 1st of July, at Malvern Hill, when 
victory at length perched on the Union standard, and the 
rebel hordes were repulsed with terrific li^ss. 

The 7th went northward with the Army of the FotoiDBC, 
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and waa present at the second battle of Bull Run. It then 

crossed the Potomac with McClellan, took part in the battle 
of South Mountain, and ou the 17th of September, 1862, 
stood face to face with the enemy on the field of Antietara. 
Here it waa engaged in one of the hottest struggles of the 
war, and bravely maintained itself throughout, though the 
victory which it achieved was purchased at the cost of a 
list of killed and wounded embracing more tbun half the 
men present in the action. 

After Antietam the 7th continued with the Army of the 
Potomac, in its marches through Nortliern Vit^inia, until the 
11th of December, 1862, when that army stood on the north 
side of the Rappahannock, gazing across at the enemy's 
works at Fredericksburg. 

During the night of the 10th the Union engineers had 
laid a pontoon -bridge partly across the stream, but at day- 
light the rebel sharpshooters soon drove them away. Volun- 
teers were called for to cross the river, and seize a foothold 
on the opposite shore. Lieut.-Col, Baxter, then in com- 
mand, called on the Tth for that duly, and as one man they 
responded to the call. Foremost of all the army they sprang 
into the boats and set out fur the opposite shore. The rebel 
bullets fell thick and fast among them, and many were slain 
or wounded, among the latter being their gallant commander, 
but still they held on their way, and at length made good 
their landing. Close behind them came a Massachusetts 
regiment. The two formed on the bank, dashed up the 
heights above, drove the enemy from his intrenchments, 
and captured several hundred prisoners at the point of the 
bayonet. The pontoons were then laid across the river, and 
a portion of the army crossed in safety. The subsequent 
disasters which befell the forces of Gen. Burnside in that 
action cannot dim the glory of this brilliant exploit of the 
7th Michigan Infantry. 

The regiment acted as provost-guard at Falmouth until 
the 3d of May, 1863, when it again crossed the Rappahan- 
nock to take part in the battle of Chancellorsville. It was 
not closely engaged, but the enemy's artillery fire wounded 
ten of the men. 

During the Gcttysbui^ campaign the Tth underwent 
even more than the usnal hardships of that torrid and 
dusty period. On the 27th of June, it marched thirty- 
seven miles; on the 28th, six miles; and on the 29th, 
thirty -two miles ; making seventy-five miles in three days ; 
a remarkable exploit when it is considered that every 
aoldier carried a rifle, bayonet, cartridge-bos, belts, blanket, 
haversack, and canteen, aod that the marching in column 
in a cloud of dust is twice as fatiguing as walking by a 
single individual. 

On the 2d of July the Tth arrived at Gettysburg, and 
was immediately placed in the front of battle on Cemetery 
Hill. In this exposed position it remained until the close 
of the action oo the 3d of July, meeting and repelling 
some of the fiercest attacks of the enemy. So much had 
the regiment been depleted by its previous conflicts, that 
only fourteen officers and one hundred and fifty-one men 
went into this fight. Of this small number twenty-one were 
killed (inelnding the commander, Lieut.-Col. Steele) and 
forty-four wounded ; the total of casualties being nearly 
half of the whole number engaged. 



■After taking part in the pursuit of the enemy, the 7th 
went to New York a short time during the enforcement 
of the draft, and then returned to the Army of the Poto- 
mac. On the Tth of December, after considerable march- 
ing and skirmishing in Northern Virginia, it went into 
winter quarters at Barry's Hill. Here, notwithstanding 
all its hardships and losses, one hundred and fifty-three men 
re-enlisted us veterans, and the regiment was sent home to 
Monroe the 1st of January to recruit. After a thirty- 
days' furlough, it returned to Barry's Hill, where it re- 
mained until the grand advance of the army on the 3d of 
May. 

It was lightly engaged in the Wilderness on the 5th of 
May, but on the succeeding day it had a severe conflict 
with the enemy, having eight men killed, thirty-eight 
wounded, and eight missing. On the 10th, it was at 
Spottsyivania Court-House, where it was subjected to a 
severe fire from the rebel sharpshooters, and also made an 
assault on the enemy's works. The total of casualties 
during the day was five killed and twelve wounded. The 
next day it was again slightly engaged, and on ihe 1 2th 
it took part in Hancock's chaise on the left of the enemy's 
line, eleven of the men being wounded. The next day 
there was another fight, where the Tth had three men 
killed and ten wounded. 

Continuing with the Army of the Potomac the flank 
movemenla to the left, which constantly brought it nearer 
to Richmond, the Tth passed the North Anna and Pamunkey 
Rivers, being frequently engaged as skirmishers, and on the 
30th and 3Ist of May and 1st of June it lost six killed 
and had nine wounded. At Cold Harbor it gallantly 
charged the enemy's works, but the long lines of intrench- 
ments, behind which the rebel marksmen leveled their 
deadly rifles in almost perfect security, proved impervious 
to the thinned ranks of the Tth and their comrades, and 
the regiment fell back with a loss of sixteen killed and 
wounded. 

The Tth reached the lines in front of Petersburg on the 
15th of June, and at on ee entered on the tedious picket and 
trench duty, fighting nearly every day, and having twenty- 
three killed and wounded during the first ten days. In ihe 
battles of Strawberry Plains and Flussier's Mills { Ai^'ust U 
and IT) it had three men killed and eleven wounded. It 
was also engaged in the battle of Reams' Station on the 25th 
of August. 

On the 26lh of October the Tth waa one of the regi- 
ments which advanced on the enemy's right, and the next 
day it took part in no less than three battles, — those of 
Hatchers' Run, Burgess' Tavern, andBoydton Plank-Road. 
In this movement the Tth, alone, captured four hundred and 
eighty men and twenty officers of the 26th North Carolina 
rebel infantry. 

From the beginning of the campaign to the lat of No- 
vember, the feeble regiment in these constant battles and 
skirmishes had had forty-one men killed and one hundred 
and thirty-oue wounded, besides thirty-six captured by the 
enemy, and thirty reported as " missing in action," some of 
whom were killed and some captured. And stUl, the Her- 
culean task of destroying the rebel army was uncompleted. 

The regiment remained in front of Petersbii^ 
I los"od by V 
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winter, sharing all tlie dangers and hardships of the army, 
but not suffering as severely in killed and wounded as dur- 
ing the previous sii months. On the 2d of April, the 7th, 
with detachments of the 1st Minnesota and 19th Massa- 
chusetts, were ordered to attack the euemy's works at Cat 
Tail Creek. Thej advanced steadily to their task, and 
notwithstanding the fire from the rebels, safely ensconced 
behind their intrenchmentfi, the 7th dashed boldly forward, 
reaching the enemy's lines (the first of the Union forces), 
and driving out the gray-back defenders at the point of the 
bayonet, The assaulting brigade quickly captured two forts 
and three cannons- then, turning in flank, it swept along 
the rebels w rks capturing five other forts, and about five 
hundred prisoners 

The regiment was less fortunate on the 7th of April, 
when after capturing many prisoners, it was cut oS from 
the main army by 1 irge force of rebel infantry and cavalry ; 
and, in attempting to fight its way through, had three 
officers and thirty-four men taken prisoners. In the after- 
noon it was relieved and joined its brigade. Two days 
later Lee's army surrendered, and the most serious trials of 
the 7th Michigan were ended. 

It was sent to Louisville, Ky., and Jcffersonville, Ind., 
in June, very much to the disgust of the men ; but was 
mustered out at Jeffersonville on the 5th of July, 1865, 
sent iramcdiatcly to Jackson, Miuh., and paid ofi^ and dis- 
banded on the 7th of that month. 
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Fred H. Could, Cu. I ; died at 



diaries R. Green, Cu. K; di>i;ti. 



01 ill 



2, 186*. 



Lorenzo C. HncJ, Cu. K ; diecli. fur diubillty, Nor. 2t, 1SC2. 

Edwin B. HgWHTd, Co. C; dlacb. tor ditubltil)', Nut. 1, lesi. 

Onlu Ilopklne, Jr., Co. K ; dJecli. Xny, 1803. 

Jamei Hopkine, Cu. I ; mlnrng hI Cold Hsrbor, Va., Jnne », 1864. 

NMhonlel HopkiiiB, Qo. X ; Iransfeired id Vot. Rea, CoriJB, AprU 10 

DfuiLel Holbrook, Co. K ; misalng at Halcher's Kud, Vb., Oct, SS, II 

Willisin J. I.eiU7, Co. I; died uf wounds ■! Fair Oalu, Vg.. Unj' 31 

Winiim Lttta, Co. K; died of dtwiue at Wsehlngton, Nov. B. 18C2 

D»»ldS. Meddiiigh. Co, K; diach, Dec. Z5, 1861. 

John Monroe, Co. K ; died at AnderBonvHIe, Oa,, Sepl. S, 1864. 

HaliluR Ho; or, Co. I ; (Ued of diseaae in eamiuer IBen. 

Uailus Monroe, Co. K; diach. bj ordar, May 31, 1865. 

Walter Nicliola, Co. K; dlacb. to re.enl. m lel., Dec, 18, ISai. 

James Pepper, Jr., Co. K; miiat. oot Julj 6, 1805. 

George Pedler, Co. K; muat.ont July 5,1865. 

Joteph Pullman, Co. K; dlnch. by order, Jan. 13,18«5. 

William Qii^r, Co. K ; niiiat. out Jul; S, 18S9. 

Hiram Refiier, Co. B; oibbI. out Jn|y 6, 1866. 

Henry Rogera, Co. K; died of diseaaa at Wladmni potnl, Va., Jan. 

JuaUn SbaplT, Co. K; died Jan. as, 1868, 



onuuSilllwaj, Co. Ki mu 

in Ta^gott. Co. K ; niilal. • 
lliHmB.VHlade,Cu.D; m 



CHAPTER XII L 



NINTH INFANT HIT. 



Field and Staff of tbe Ntnth— Company Q from Branch Cnnntj— Its 
Firet Officers— The Regiment goea to Kentnokj— And to Tenneaaec 
with Mituhell, in his Ailvance-— Sis Coaipanies at Murfrecaboro' 
Attacked by Forrest in Poroe— T«ne and Hard Fighting— Gallantry 
of the Ninth— Final Surrender to Overwhelming NumberB— Subse- 
quent Parole and Exchange— Services of thope not Captured— The 
Ninth as Provost-Guard— Complimented hy Geo. Thomas— Re-an- 
llslmcnt of Veterans— In the Atlanta Campaign— Full Ranke ngain 
—Subsequent Servioes— List of Members, 

The 9th Iniantry Kef;inient, of Michigan, was raised 
during the latter part of the summer, and in the early 
autumn of the year 18G1. Its rendezvous was at Fort 
Wayne, Detroit, where its organization was perfected, under 
the following officers : William W. Duffield, colonel ; John 
G. Parkhurst, of Coldwater, lieutenant-colonel; Doms M. 
Fox, major; Ennis Church, surgeou; Cyrus Smith, assist- 
ant surgeon ; James G-. Portman, chaplain ; Henry M. 
Dnffield, adjutant; Charles H. Irwin, quartermaster. 

The 9th was composed mainly of men from counties 
lying on and to the north of the line of the Michigan Cen- 
tral Railroad ; but contained one company * raised in Cold- 
water and other parts of Branch County, This was desig- 
nated as G company, and ils first officers were George N. 
Chase, captain ; Mortimer Mansfield (of Coldwater), first 
iieutenant ; William A. Hull (of Coldwater), second lieu- 
tenant. 

The raiment having been armed with weapons of an 
inferior class, was mustered into the United States service 
for three years, by Capt. H. K. Mizuer, U. S. A., at the 
rendezvous, Oct. 23 and 25, 1861, and on the last-named 
day left Detroit for the seat of war in the Southwest, being 
the first regiment from Michigan which entered the field in 
ihe Western departments. It reached Jeffersonville, Ind., 
on the 27th, and on the following day was moved by 
steamboat to Salt River, Ky, It was soon after engaged 
in the construction of a defensive work on Muldraugh's 
Hill, and made ifa winter quartere in that vicinity. During 
their stay at that place the men of the 9th were terribly 
afflicted with measles and other disorders, as many as four 
hundred having been on the sick list at one time. 

Immediately after the fail of Fort Donelson, the regi- 
ment was moved by transports from Salt River to Nash- 
ville, Tenn., where it remained for some weeks ; then moved 
to Murfreesboro', and was posted there from April to July, 
as one of the chain of detachments which were placed to 
guard the rear and communications of Gen. 0. M. Mitchell, 
in his advance on Hantsville, Ala, During that time it 
formed part of the force with which Gen. Negley made a 
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demonstrfttioQ against Chattanooga, reaching the north bank 
of the Tennessee River, opposite the tflwn. After that 
expedition it was again stationed at Murfreeaboro' and 
vicinity, and on the 13lh of July the ais companies which 
were at that place (the other four, under command of Maj. 
Fos, being at TuHahoma) were attacked by a body of the 
enemy's cavalry, three thousand five hundred strong, under 
Gen. N. B. Forrest. Of this battalion of the 9th at Mur- 
freeaboro', one company was quartered in the court-house, 
and five companies (including the company from Branch 
County) were camped in a body in the northeastern out- 
skirts of the vil!age,^all under command of Lieut.-Col. 
Parkhurst. Col. Duffieid was present but not on duty ; he 
having arrived in the evening of the 11th, in company 
with Gen. Crittenden, on business connected with the for- 
mation of a new brigade, of which Col. Duffieid was to 
have the command. The 3d Minnesota Infantry Regiment 
was encamped on the bank of Stone River, less than 
two miles to the northwest of the town, and with it was 
Hewett'a (1st Kentucky) Battery. 

Forrest's attack on the camp of Lieut.-Col. Parkhurst's 
battalion was made at four o'clock in the morning of Sun- 
day the ll!th of July. He had evidently expected that it 
would be a surprise, but such did not prove to be the case, 
for Col. Parkhurst had suspected, or had by some means 
been warned of, their approach, and stood prepared to give 
them a very warm reception. The result was that the first 
attack was successfiilly repoUed, with considerable loss to 
the enemy, who then withdrew, and proceeded to attack the 
company occcupying the court-house. Upon the with- 
drawal of the enemy from his front. Col. Parkhurst at once 
dispatehed a messenger to the colonel of the 3d Minnesota, 
at Stone River, informing him of the situation, and asking 
him to come to his (Parkhurst's) assistance. With this re- 
quest tlie officer in question, for what doubtless seemed to 
him good reasons, declined to comply. It was believed 
that he might have done so with good prospects of success, 
he having a comparatively large force, including an efficient 
battery. Certainly any attempt of Col. Parkhurst — with 
his little force of less than three hundred men, and no 
artillery— -to effect a junction with the Minnesotians, in the 
face of such an overwhelming body of the enemy, would 
have been almost fool-hardy. 

At the court-house the attacking party met a very warm 
reception from the defending garrison, who held them at 
bay for two long hours, and only surrendered when they 
found such a course inevitable. Immediately af^r their 
capture they were sent to the rear, in the direction of 
McMinnville, without an hour's delay, for the rebel com- 
mander believed that his work might at any moment be in- 
terrupted by Union reinforcements from either or all of the 
several detachments posted at different points in the vicin- 
ity ; a very natural supposition, and one which might very 
easily have been verified. . 

From the siege of the court-house the enemy returned 
to the attack of Col. Parkhurst's position, which, during 
the brief cessation of hostilities had been strengthened by 
such slight defenses as the men had been able to construct 
in the short time, and with the insufficient means and ma- 
terials at their command. Slight as they were they afiforded 



some shelter to the defending force, who though outnum- 
bered more than ten to one by their assailants, fought with 
the most determined and persistent bravery till past noon, 
when, as it became evident that they need look no longer 
for succor, and that further resistance was useless, their 
leader submitted to the inevitable, and surrendered. Dur- 
ing the eight hours through which they had stood at 
bay their loss had been thirteen killed and eighty-seven 
wounded. The enemy admitted that his own loss in killed 
alone had been thirty-five, and there is little doubt that it 
was much beyond this figure. Among the captured officers 
were all those of the regiment belonging in Branch County, 
viz., Lieut.-Col. Parkhurst, Capt. Mansfield, and Lieut. 
Hull. The first and last mentioned were marched away by 
the victorious rebels, Capt. Mansfield being unable to en- 
dure the march was left behind, paroled, as was also Col. 
Duffieid, who had been badly wounded during the fight. 
His companion in his unfortunate visit to the post— Gen. 
Crittenden — had also been captured at the hotel in the vil- 
lage, and was taken away with the other prisoners, to whose 
numbers was also added the Mmnewta Regiment before 
mentioned, and the men and officers of Hcwett's Battery. 

At McMinnville, Forrest paroled the enlisted men whom 
he had captured and they returned to Nashville, whence 
they were sent to Camp Chi'ip He, however, retained the 
officers and took them to Knoxville. From there they were 
sent to Atlanta, then to Madison, Ga., where they remained 
for a considerable time, then to Columbia, S. C, to Salis- 
bury, N. C, and finally to Libby prison, at Richmond, 
where they were eventually paroled. Col. Parkhurst was 
exchanged in December, 1862. In the mean time the por- 
tion of the regiment which had escaped capture at Mur- 
freesboro' had been engaged against the enemy at Tyree 
Springs, Tenn., and at Mum fords ville, Ky., about the time 
of Gen. Buell's advance from Louisville to Perryville and 
Bowling Green. 

On the 24th of December, 1862, Lieut.-Col, Parkhurat, 
then in command of the 9th (Col. Duffieid was permanently 
disabled by the wounds received at Murfreesboro', and re- 
signed less than two months afVer that time), reported for 
duty at the headquarters of Gen. Thomas, near Nashville, 
and was assigned to duty as provost-marshal ; his re^ment 
(reoi^anized and with ranks refilled by the exchanged pris- 
oners) being detailed as provost-guard of the 14th Corps. 
The remark was made by Gen. Thomas, on the issuance of 
the order assigning it to that duty, that he had fully ac- 
quainted himself with the history of the part taken by the 
regiment in their defense of the post of Murfreesboro' 
against Forrest, and that just such a regiment was what he 
needed at his headquarters. 

The duty to which the 9th was thus assigned was per- 
formed by the regiment from that time until the expiration 
of ita term of service. For the manner in which they 
performed the duties devolving on them at the battles of 
Stone River and Chicfcamauga (particularly the former). 
Col. Parkhurst and the regiment were warmly compli- 
mented by Gen. Thomas. When that general assumed 
the chief command of the Army of the Cumberland, 
after Chickamauga, Col. Parkhurat (who had received 
his promotion to the colonelcy Feb. ( 
I losiod by V 
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provoat-marshalfreneral oF the department, And the 9th 
bccaine provost-guard at army headquarters. In Decem- 
ber, 1863, the raiment, to the number of two hundred and 
twenty-nine, re-enlisted as a veteran orj;anization, received 
a veteran furlough, and returned to Michigan in a body, 
arriving at Coldwater in January, 18ti4. At the expira- 
tion of its furlough, reassembling at the same place, it left 
on the 20th of February for the front, with its ranks filled 
to about five hundred men. At Chattanooga it returned to 
duty at headquarters, and in the sumnier and fall of 1864 
participated in all the operations of the Army of the Cum- 
berland in Georgia and Tennessee. It entered Atlanta ou 
its evacuation by the enemy, and was there engaged in 
provost duty till that city was abandoned by the Union 
forces, when it returned to Chattanooga. During October, 
sixty-nine members were discharged by espiration of their 
term of service, but as a large number of recruits had been 
received during the year, the regiment, on the 1st of No- 
vember, 1864, numbered eight hundred and ninety-seven 
enlisted men. It remained in Chattanooga until the 27th 
of March, 1865, when it was moved to Nashville. There 
it stayed on duty at headquarters and as guard at the mili- 
tary prison until the 15th of September, when it was mus- 
tered out of the service, and on the following day left for 
Miehigan. It arrived at Jackson on the 19th of Septem- 
ber, and one week later the men were paid off and dis- 
banded, when they returned to their homes and to the 
avocations of peace. 

MEMBEES OF THE NINTH INFANTRY FHOM BBANCH iXlCNTY. 
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CHAPTER XIV, 

ELEVENTH INFAMTBY. 

Compaoies B, H, and D principnUj from Branch Countj— Where 
thej were Haised, and their First Ofiieers— Muster of the Regiment 
—It goes to Kentuoky— Sent to Tennessee in Muj, ISflZ— Over the 
MonnlainB after Guorrilhis— Back to Nash vi lie— Sent lo Louisyille, 
Kj./and Mounted — After Johc Morgan— On Foot Again— Baok to 
Naahville— Building Fortifloations— The Battle of Stone Biver— 
Col. Stoughton's Report— The Rugiraent'a Lobb— On Duty 88 Pro- 
vost- Guard— The Advanoo in June, 1BB3— Skirmish at Elk River- 
Fight at McLemoro'a Cove — The Battle of Chieknmauga— Trans- 
ferred to lith Corps— The Victory of Mission Ridge— Pursuit of 
the Enemy— Kesaoa, etc.- The Georgia Campaign of 1601— Mari- 
etta, Peach-Tree Creek, and A tlantH— Chasing Wheeler— Mutter 
oat of the Old Regiment— New Organiiation— It goes to Chalta- 
te in Tennessee— Its Return and Disobarge. 



The 11th Michigan Infantry Regiment was raised in the 
summer and fiuttimn of 1861. It was composed of men 
from Branch, Hiilsdale, St. Joseph, and other Bouthern 
counties of the State, and had its rendezvous at White 
Pigeon, in St. Joseph County, where it was organized 
under authority received by Col. William J. May, its first 
commandiDg officer. Two of its companies — B and II — 
were made iip almost entirely, and auother^D Company- 
very largely, of men belonging to Branch County. 

Company B was recruited at Quincy by Captain Melvin 
Mudge, assisted by Francis M. Bisseli (afterwards its cap- 
tain) and others. It left that place on the 22d of Au^st 
and reported at the rendezvous, where, on the 24th, it was 
mustered into the United States service, with fuii ranks, 
by Captain H. Tiiden, U, S, A. Its first officers were Mel- 
vin Mudge, of Quincy, Captain ; Jerome Bowen, of Butler, 
First Lieutenant ; Miles Warren, of Butler, Second Lieu- 
tenant. 

The nucleus of Company H was formed at Coldwatfr 
at about the same time ; it was moved thence to the ren- 
dezvous, and there filled by recruits arriving in squads from 
Coldwater and other parts of the connty. The flist officers 
of this company were; Captain, John L. Hackstaff, of 
Coldwater ; First Lieutenant, Samuel C. Mills, of Cold- 
water ; Second Lieutenant, Leonidas E. Mills, of Coldwater. 

Company D was largely recruited jn Bronaon and vicin- 
ity, and in the early days of the organiaalion was frequently 
mentioned as " the Bronaon Company." Tbe following 
were its first officers : Captain, Benjamin G. Bennett, of 
Burr Oak, St. Joseph Co. ; First Lieutenant, John R. 
Keeler, of Burr Oak, St. Joseph Co. ; Second Lieutenant, 
Theodore P. Kesler, of Bronson, Branch Co. Afterwards, 
upon the promotion of Capt, Bennett and the resignation 
of the two lieutenants, the three offices were all filled by 
Branch County men. 

The several companies of the regiment were mustered 
into the United States service at diff'erent dates, from Au- 
gust 24 to Sepl«niber 11, — their terra of enlistment being 
three years. The ori^nal fieid and staff officers of the 
regiment were as follows : Colonel, William J. May ; Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, William L. StouglUon ; Major, Benjamin 
F. Doughty; Surgeon, Dr. William N. Elliott; Assistant 
Surgeon, Nelson I. Packard; Chaplain, Holmes A. Pat- 
tison; Adjutant, Samuel Chadwick; Quartermaster, Addi- 
son T. Drake. 



■ Having received its armament (consisting of Belgian 
and other muskets of indifierent quaUty) the 11th Regi- 
ment broke camp at White Pigeon on the 11th of Decem- 
ber, and about midnight took railway transportation and 
proceeded to Louisville, Ky., where it was encamped for a 
short time in the southern suburbs of the city. From that 
place it was moved to Baidstown, Ky., in which vicinity it 
remained through the winter, suffering severely from sick- 
ness (measles and smallpux) among tlie men. In the latter 
part of Mai-fb ihe regiment removed to Belmont, Ky, 
where it was engaged in guarding the railroad. While at 
this place the men exchanged their inferior arms for Spring- 
field rifies. On the Ist of April the resignation of Col. 
May was accepted, and Lieut.-Col. Stoughton was pro- 
moted to the colonelcy of the regiment. 

On or about the 3d of May the 11th moved by rail to 
Louisville, and thence by steamer on the Ohio and Cum- 
berland Rivets to Nashville, Tenn,, joining the command of 
Gen. Negley. There it remained on picket and ordinary 
camp duly for two or three weeks, and was then moved 
rapidly to Columbia, Tenn., on account of a reported raid 
of the rebel Gen. John Morgan in that direction. The 
command remained at Columbia for some weeks, Capt. 
Mudge, of Company B, acting as provost* marshal of the 
town during that time. From Columbia the regiment 
moved to Pulaski, and soon afterwards to Murfreesboro', 
Tenn.; thence (under orders from Gen, Dumont) it marched 
eastward across the mountains to the Sequatchie Valley 
in pursuit of guerrillas ; but as only a few scouts were seen 
if soon moved back to Nashville, from which point it was 
dbpatched by railroad to 'Gallatin, Tenn., being again in 
pursuit of the redoubtable John Morgan, with whose rear- 
guard a slight skirmish was had on the 13th of August. 
From this expedition the 11th moved to Bowling Green, 
Ky,, and from there to Louisville. Here the regiment was 
mounted (though in a very indifferent manner), and roarclied 
(as mounted infantry) once more in chase of John Morgan, 
who was reported to be in the vicinity of Frankfort, Ky. 
The raiment moved t« that place, and also to Paris and 
Georgetown, but the rough riders of Morgan had escaped, 
and the 11th returned to Louisville, where it was dis- 
mounted, and, resuming its infantry statue, proceeded by 
rail back to Nashville. There it was joined to the 29th 
Brigade, in the command of Gen. Negley ; the other regi- 
ments of the brigade being the 21st and 69th Ohio, and 
19th Illinois. The lieutenant-colonel and mjjor of the 
regiment were then respectively Nathaniel B Eldridge and 
Sylvester C. Smith ; promoted as such vice Stoughton, 
promoted, and Doughty, resigned ( \ug 18, 1862) 

On the approach of Gen, Buell's army from the Ten- 
nessee River, on its way to Kentucky in pursuit of the 
invading forces of Bragg, the 11th was moved out to 
Murfreesboro' to meet the column, and after its passage 
through the town the raiment marched in its rear back to 
Nashville, where it became stationary for a time. While 
there Company B, under command of Second Lieut. F. M. 
Bisseli (First Lieut. Bowen being at the time on the sick 
list and Capt. Mudge absent on recruiting service), was 
ordered to commence the erection of a defensive work 
in the southern suburb of the town, this being the first 
los-cdbydOOQrC 
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movement made towards the fortification of Nasliville. 
Tlie work which waa then eomiueneed by that eoinpanj 
(and soon after completed under direction of Capt. St. 
Clair Morton) was the one known as Fort Neglej, the 
principal one in the chain of works whicii afterwards en- 
circled the city. 

At the opening of the campaign of Murfreesboro' by 
Gen. Rosecrans, the 11th moved with its brij,'a(Je, Dec. 26, 
1862, on the Murfreesboro' turnpike, reaching Nolansville 
the same night, and, during the succeeding four days, pas- 
sing Stewart's Creek and Overall's Creek to the bloody field 
of Stone River, where the regiment was to receive its initia- 
tion to the wild work of battle. What that work was, and 
how the brave men of the Jllh performed it, ia well told 
in Col. Stoughton's ofiicia! report of that furious engage- 
ment, from which we extract as follows ; 

" On the morning of the 31st of December heavy firing 
was heard on our right and front, and apparently rapidly 
approaching the position occupied by the 2d Brigade. 
The regiment was immediately formed and marched to the 
brow of the hill near brigade headquarters. The skirmish- 
ing soon after indicated the approach of the enemy to the 
right of this position, and my regiment was formed in line 
of battle under cover of a ledge of rocks about one hun- 
dred yards in this direction. The skirmishing continued 
with much spirit for nearly an hour, when a heavy roar 
of musketry and artillery announced that the principal 
attack of the enemy waa being made on our left and rear. 
I immediately gave orders to change front on first com- 
pany, which was promptly executed under a heavy fire, 
and the regiment advanced in line of battle to the crest 
of the hill from which Shuitz's battery had first been 
driven, and poured a well-directed and effective fire into 
the advancing columns of the enemy. 

" The firing continued with spirit and energy until orders 
came to retire. The fire of the enemy was apparently con- 
centrated upon this point, and was tcrriSc. Men and offi- 
cers fell on every side. The regiment fell back about 
eighty yards, was again formed, and then delivered its fire 
upon the enemy as he advanced over the hill, then retiring 
to the cover of the cedar woods in our rear. Here some 
confusion was at first manifest. A large number of regt- 
meute had fallen back to this place for shelter, and the 
enemy's infantry and artillery opened upon «s from oil 
sides except from the left, towards the Murfreesboro' pike. 
Order, however, was promptly restored by our division 
and brigade commanders, and my regiment, with others, 
moved slowly to the rear, keeping up a steady fire upon the 
enemy. When nearer the cleared field to the right of the 
Murfreesboro' pike, the regiment was rallied, and held the 
ground for twenty or thirty minutes. It was then marched 
about half'Way across the open field, when orders came to 
chatge back into the cedars. My regiment promptly obeyed 
my orders, rallied on the colors, and charged into the woods 
with great gallantry, checking the enemy by the sudden 
and impetuous attack. After delivering one volley orders 
came to retire, and the regiment fell back in good order to 
the left of the Murfreesboro' pike. , Hero closed the active 
operations of that day. 

" On the 2d of January we were again called into action. 



In the afternoon of that day we were posted, as a reserve, 
in an open field in the rear of our batteries, on the right of 
the left wing of our army. Between three and four o'clock 
the enemy made a heavy attack with artillery and infantry 
on our front. My command was kept lying upon the 
ground, protected by a slight hill, for about half an hour. 
At the expiration of this time the enemy had driven back 
our forces on the opposite side of the river, one regiment 
crossing in great disorder and rushing through our ranks. 
As soon as the enemy came within range, my regiment 
with the others of this brigade, rose up, delivered its fire, 
and charged across the river. In passing the river my line 
of battle was Bceessarily broken, and I led the regiment 
forward to a fence on a rise of ground and reformed the 

" Here the firing continued for some time until the enemy 
was driven from his cover and retreated through the woods. 
My regiment was then promptly advanced to the edge of the 
woods, and continued to fire upon the enemy as he fled in 
disorder across the open field in front to his line of intreneh- 
ments. At this time the ammunition was nearly exhausted, 
and my regiment, with the others in advance, formed in line 
of battle, threw out skirmishers, and held our position utitil 
recalled across the river. The 11th was among the first to 
cross Stone River, and assisted in capturing four pieces of 
artillery, abandoned by the enemy in his flight. 

" I cannot speak too highly of the conduct of the troops 
under my command. They fought with the bravery and 
coolness of veterans, and obeyed my commands under the 
hottest fire with the precision of the parade-ground." 

The total loss of the regiment during those terrible days 
at Stone River was one hundred and eleven in killed and 
wounded and twenty-nine missing. 

Upon the occupation of Murfreesboro' by the Union 
troops, after the battle of Stone River, Col. Stoughton was 
made provost-marshal of the town, and the regiment re- 
mained there on duty as provost-guard until June 24, 
18C3, when it moved forward with the army on the road 
to TuUahoma. It then formed part of the 2d Brigade, 
2d Division of the 14th Aimy Corps, under Gen. George 
H. Thomas. On the 1st of July it was engaged in a sharp 
and obstinate skirmish with the enemy at Elk River, Tenn., 
where it suffered slight loss. After this fight it was 
encamped at Decherd, Tenn., until the general forward 
movement of the army in September, which resulted in 
the battle and defeat of Chickamauga. In this campaign 
the regiment moved with Thomas' Corps to Stevenson and 
Bridgeport, Ala., crossed the Tennessee River, entered 
Georgia, moved up the Trenton Valley, and thence crossed 
the mountains south east ward ly through " McLemore's 
Cove" to Davis' Cross-Roads, or Pigeon Gap, where it was 
engaged with the enemy, and assisted in covering the re- 
treat of the divisions of Baird and Negley from Dug Gap, 
Ga. 

A few days later (Sept. 1 9 and 20, 1863) the 1 1th took an 
active and prominent part in the disastrous fight at Chicka- 
mauga. In that battle it was under command of Lieut.- 
Col. Mudge, of Quincy, Col. Stoughton being then in 
id of the brigade. This brigade (the 2d) held a 
important point in the lino of the 24th Corps, when. 
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in tlie afternoon of Sunday, Sept. 20, the hosts of the 
enemy, then fresh from the defeat and rout of the Union 
right wing under McCook, eame exultingly on to overwhelm 
the troops of the steadfast Thomas. The shock was un- 
waveringly met and successfully repelled by the veterans of 
the 14th Corps. The 11th Michigan here fought with 
great gallantry and persistence, repelling charge after chaise 
of the enemy, losing eighty-three in killed and wounded, 
and being one of the last regiments to retire from the lost 
field, "when ntter darkness closed its wing' over the 
slaughter of the day. The following morning Col btough 
ton took a position commanding the gap to ihe southeast 
of Rossville, expecting each moment to hear the crash of 
rebel fusillades along his front. He, however htld thi. 
position through the day and the succeeding night, until 
four o'clock on the morning of the 22d (the enlire Union 
army having in the mean time retreated, leaving this brigade 
atone on the outpost), when, hearing sounds which indicuted 
that the enemy was preparing to advance, he quietly and suc- 
cessfully withdrew his pickets and moved the command with 
all possible speed to Chattanooga, which was reached without 
the loss of a man. The successful movement of the brigade, 
and the admirable conduct of the troops composing it, were 
afterwards h^hly complimented by General Thomas. 

In the reorganization of the army which followed the 
campaign of Chickamanga, the Hth became part of the 2d 
Brigade of Gen. King's (1st) Division of the 14th Corps. 
It remained with the other troops of the army, beleaguered, 
in Chattanooga until the 25th of November, when it 
marched in its place with the line that moved to the assault 
of the frowning works of the enemy on Mission Ridge. 
Far above the Union army — then commanded by Gen. 
Grant — on those bristling heights were the Confederate 
forces of Gen. Bragg, their position, apparently almost im- 
pregnable hy nature, being strengthened by long lines of 
intrenehmcnts with numerous redoubts, which seemed able 
to defy every attempt which couid be made by the most 
desperate enemy. 

No military achievement equal to the conquest of those 
lines had been accomplished in America since the army of 
Wolfe surmounted the Heights of Abraham and vanquished 
the legions of Montcalm before the walls of Quebec. But 
Wolfe made his way to the top of the heights by means of 
a night surprise, while at Mission Ridge the two armies 
were too large for that, and the Union forces were drawn 
out in broad day, with all the Confederate hosts as interested 
speclatora. Yet when the order was given the long blue 
lines advanced steadily up the embattled steeps, sometimes 
climbing by meaus of bushes, and firing as they went at the 
enemy {who from bis vantage ground sent thousands of 
bullets throughout their devoted ranks), pressing on without 
a thought of retreat, and finally driving the foe in utter con- 
fusion from all his rifle-pits, intrenehmcnts, and redoubts, 
capturing thousands of prisoners and scores of cannon, and 
seizing the key-position of Georgia and the Southeast. 

The Ilth Michigan wasoneuf the most^^ctive and valiant 
regiments in the great charge, and was one of the very first 
to reach the enemy's works. 3t had thirty-nine men killed 
and wounded, including among the former its gallaut vom- 
tnander, Maj. Benoett. 



.The 11th hastened in pursuit of Ihe flying foe, and at 
Graysville it charged their rear, aiding in the capture of 
Ferguson's Battery, with caissons and horses complete. 

It was then stationed at Rossville, Graysville, and vicinity 
until the 7th of May, when it entered on Gen. Sherman's 
Geoi^ia campaign. It was engaged at Resaca, Ga., May 
14, and at New Hope Church on the 27th. At the last- 
named place it remained eight days in an exposed position, 
almost constantly under fire. Again joining the pursuit, it 
participated in a successful charge on the intrenchmenta 
near Marietta, having thirteen men killed and wounded. 
At Peach-Tree Creek, on the 20th of July, it lost eleven 
killed and wounded, and at the battle in front of Atlanta, on 
the 7th of August, it had fifteen men killed and fifteen 
wounded. 

The regiment's term of service having now expired, it 
returned to Chattanooga, August 27, but three days after 
its arrival there, was ordered to join a column sent in pur- 
suit of the rebel Gen. Wheeler, who was then raiding in 
Tennessee. On this service it marched to Murfreesboro', 
and thence to Huntsville, Ala., but finding no enemy, it re- 
turned to Chattanooga, Sepiember 13, and on the 18th 
started for Michigan, leaving behind one hundred and fifty- 
two veterans and recruits with unexpired term?. It was 
out at Sturgia on the i:itb of September, 18(34. 



ELEVENTH INFANTRY REOHGANIZED. 

It was determined, however, not to lose the name and 
prestige of a regiment which had won such renown, and 
even before its muster out, orders were issued by the Gov- 
ernor for its reorganization. This was not accomplished 
until the 18th of March, 18li5, when the new lllh was 
concentr.ilcd at Jackson. The new ["egiment contained 
more than one hundred members from Branch County, 
About the 1st of April it proceeded to Chattanooga, where 
it was joined by the veterans and others who had been left 
behind on the return of the old regiment. By this time 
the fighting in the West was over, but the regiment was 
retained in Tennessee until the middle of September, mostly 
engaged in guarding railroads, etc., in the eastern part of 
that Stale, It was paid off and disbanded at Jackson, 
Mich., on the 23d of September, 1865. 
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LtDiiB T. Siinirp, Untncj, '.id Ilmt., Jiinu 24, ISM; let lieut., Jin. 
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ItBiirjC. Adams. Colili.Mor,2illleut,;cnl. Mutch 1, 1865; miiBtoHl Sept IS, 'SS. 


Jesse J. Cbrisly, Co. D; disch. at expiration of service, ftpl. 30, 1B64. 


Irvlug 3. Oiaham, CtlUnCf, 2<1 H'lil-: •ml. June 1, iei»; nxiBT. Alt Sept, 16, I8G5. 




FiMk H. LaiiB, Btijnwii, i:apl.; en). JnQ. 7, 18631 dieoilaud July 18, 1861. 


George Chandler, Co. 0; discb. for disability. Fob. 13, 1862. 


Herman C. Adams, Ok B ; diech. by oiler lo Vet. Rm. Corpn, Aug. 1, Isal. 


Henry C. Cady, Co. C; trans, lo Medical Department, April 1, 1862. 


JcMB Belcher, Co. B; Itaiii. lo 16th Mieb, Int. Sept. 20, 1861. 


Jehiel Driggs, Co. D ; disch. for dis.lblHty, May W. 1862. 




A- M. Dua,.nbcrry,Co,D; died of disease, Feb. 16, 1862. 


Henry O.Beniittt. Co B; diiQli.li>r di»ai,tlitj, June 1, 1862. 


Oliver Bvaru, Co. »; died of disease at Nashville, Tenn., March 28, 1863. 


Le.i Busloy, Co, B; diH-Ji, for dimUilltj, July 1, 186S. 


Lynian Hviuis, Co. H; dbich. at expiration of service, Sept 30, 1864. 


Oli>er flusley, Co, B; died lu acllDU u Stone Bi.er. D«, 31, 1862. 


Cbarloa W. Eggleslon, Co. D; disch. at explisUon of service. Sept 30, 1864. 


Nallianlel B. Bnreli, Co. B; died of dJeeue al Bard.town, Kj„ Feb. 11, 18D2, 




Mardus J, Ksi-oll, Co. B ; d:ed •>[ djaease at BardMown, Kj., Uarcli lli, 1862. 


W.llialll H. Edwards, Co. D; disch. for dlsabllll.v, Aug. 14, 1862. 




Georse W. Orlffla, Co. D ; diicb. for disal.llity, March 8, 1863. 


Joseph A. Bowen, Co. B ; dl»ch. by onler, May 31, 1666. 


Anson T, Gilbert. Co, D; disch, at expirallon of service, Sept. 30, 1864. 


Ozro A. Boweii, Co. B ; djach. at eiplnlion of Hrvlce, Sept, 3fl, 1S64. 


John George, Co. D; dlscli. at eipiralloii of servioe, S^t. 30, 1864. 


Andrew Chtrii, Co. B ; died of disease M Belmont rurnaee, Kj,, April 18, 1862, 


John A. Gary, Co. C; died of wounds at Allanla, 0«,, Aug, J, 1864. 


Thomaa Clark, Co, B; di«ch, for dlBal.ilily, Sept. IS. 181i2, 


John llenlgan. Go, D; die.1 of disease, Manh 28. 1863. 


Chtittopher Conly, Co, B^ diwh, fur disability, Ool. 13, 1862. 


Bichard M, Hioes, Co. D; died of diaease, Jan. 25, 1862. 


Wm. H. Cummlngs; dledof wounds at Chattanooga, Tenn., (Joi. 25, I36a. 




William Clemen., Co. B i Irane. to Vat. Be.. Corps, Nov. 1, 18fi3. 


Daniel W. Holbrook, Co. A; disch. Ii>r disayiity, 0«t 28, tB63. 


George W, Callin, Co. B; Irani, to 161li Mich. Inf., Sept. 20, 18C1. 


HarryN.Hanilllon,Co.D; disch. tor disability, Deo. 1, 1883. 


John F. Cole, Co. B; dieeh. at expiration of aerrlce. Sept, 30, 1864, 


Ch»rlcB Hamilton, Co. D; trans, to Vet Res. Corps, Feb. i, 1864. 




William L. ilnxle. Co.D;died lu action at Davis' Cross.BoadK, Oa., Sept 11, 


Jnmes B, Daggett. Co, B; trMS. to 16tb Mieh, Inf., Sept. 20, 1861, 




Bngeno Bebols, Co, B; dlsch, for disability, Hot. 20, 1862. 


Charles D. H«mner, Co. D ; dlscli. at exiriratHm of aervice. Sept 30, 1864. 




Wellington Henderson, Ci. D; diecli. al expiration of service, Sept 30, 1864, 


Melvin T, Edmonds, Co. B; disoh. at expiration of eervice, Sept. 311, ISM, 




Wllllain H, Eniens. Co. B; disch, for disability, April ID, 18611. 


Jacob B. Kenbarg^-r, Co. D ; dia.'h. by order. May 2B, 1865. 


■Wilhiir 8. Harding. Co, B ; diadi. for diaablHly. Stay 14, I86S. 


Wm. II. T. K.lluin, Co. Di diseh. al exlJiration of service. Sept 30, 1804. 


Samnel Hedge, Co, B; died of diseiise »l Naalivllle, Tenn., Jin, 28, 1863. 




Edxln J, nml, Co, B; dlscli. Ibr lulnorlty. Sept, 10, 1862 


Samnri W. Ixiring, O.. D; dlscli. a< expirallon of service, Sept. 30, 1864. 




Charles W. Leigli, Co. A ; illscb. l>y order. 


Daniel llaynes, Co, B; died Jan. 2, 1863, of wounds received at Slono Klver, 


Gordon Lyndi, C^ C; disch. for minority, Nov. 6, 1861. 


Wlllltiu W. JohuBon, Co. B i died Dec 31, 1861. 


Thomaa McLaughlin, Co. D; disch. tbr d^sabllily, Oct. 30, 1862. 


rrandi Jerome, Co. B; di<cb. for dlgabllil;, Feb, 11, 186.3. 


Jerome Milliman, Co. D; dtsoh, for diHaWlily, 




William H, M..lvlll-,Co. C; Iran-, to Vet, Kes. Corps, March Is, 1804. 


Adelbert B. Lookwood, Co. B; discli. fi,r diBabilitj, June 4. 1862, 


Harmon Otto, Co. U; di cb.at expiration of siTvice, S pt 30, 1864. 


John UcOliinis, Co. B ; discb, for •lintiilily. 






John W. Pnrdy, Co. D; discb. al expiration of service, Sept. 30, 1864. 


Bdwanl C. McDonald. C, B ; diech. for diaability, Oct, 4, 1862, 


Cliarles E. Pnrdy, Co. D; discb at expiration of servioe. Sept 30, 1804. 


Halsey Miller, Co. B; dIsch. at eiplration of servioe, Sept, 30, 1864, 


Jacob Peeler, Co. D; trans, to Vet Be<. CorJ«, Dec. 1(1, 186.!. 


Fred. Msllmaii, Co. B ; dl»ch, al ejipiiatiou of aervlco, Sept 31). 1864. 


John W. «u»yle, Co. D; disch. at expiration of service, Sept. 30, 1804. 


Orriu P. Nichols, Co. B ; died in nellon at Slono Ri?er, Dec. 31, 1862, 


Clark»m Bobinson,Co, D; discb. tor dlsabiUV, Oct 30, 186^ 


Dcriy Nicliola, Co. B; disch. at ripiratiou of seriice, Sept 3U, 1864. 


George L. Smith, Cn. D; discli, for disabilily. Fob, 20, 1862, 


Milo B, Nile., Co. B 1 di«l.. at eipi.atlon <rf eerilce, Sept. 30, 1864. 


Stephen Slilppy, Co. D; died of disease. Feb. 8, 188J. 


Josei>h W. Pvrhln., Co. B; died of diwaxe at Bsidiluwu, Ky., Feb. 8, 1862. 


Bauiel A, Shippy, Go. D; disch. at explwlion of service. Sept 30, 1884. 


Charlsa V. PattetBou, Co. B; died at Kingston, Ga., of wounds, Aug. 24, 1864. 


David R. Smith, Cj.S; disch. at eipiral Ion of service, Sept. 30, 1864. 


James Pieire, Co. B ; died of dlseaae at Nasb ville, Tenn, Dec. 21, 1862. 


Homer 0. Smllh, Co. D; disch. at expiration of servioe, Sept 30, 1864. 


Halsey E. Phllipi, Co. B { discb. fur disability. 


Joseph Tubbs, Co. Di disch. for disability, Jnna 20, 1882. 


Ogden B. Plillipa, Co, B; di.eb.at eipiration of eetrice. Sepl. M, 1864, 


William Tice, Co. D ; disch. for disability, Feb. 28, 1883. 


MhdxoPI.U'P^i^o B; diicli.alciplrationof eer'iee.Dec.a, 1864, 


Cliarles A. Wlllier, Co. D ; disch. at expiration of service, Sept. 30, 1804. 


Thonins C Poyne^, Co, B; di^li, fur disability, Dec, 2, 1S62. 


Wallace miber, Oo. D ; diseh. al eipiratioa of serrlce, Sept. 30, 1864. 


Kdward Pojiioj. Co. B; discb, tbr dlsabillly, March 9, 1863, 


Epliralm Worden, Co. D ; disch. at expiration of service. Sept 30, 1864. 


Bdwii. Poyn'^ Co. 11; diach. at cvpiistioD of service, Sept 3U, 1864. 


John H. Atsdorf, Co. H j disch. at exi^rallon of service, Sept. 30, 1864. 




Malbew Adams, Co. H; diech. al oipiralion of service, Sept. 30, 1864. 


OlmrleB A. Seed, U.K B ; discli, at .■xplmtion of aervloe, Sept 30, 1864. 




George N. B. Rnnyoti,<Jo. B; diecli. at expiration of service, S'^ 30, 1864, 


William Black, Co. H; dl,.d of dlsea-e, Feb. 18, 1862. 


WlllUm I. Bogera,Co.B; trans, to Vet, Bes. Corps. 


Franklin Bennett, Co. H ; died of disease at Nashville. Tenn.. Deo. 2B. 1862. 




George Blair. Co. H; disch. for disability. Hay 14. 1802. 


Koeeo Somes, Co. B; disch. for dl.aWllty, June 4, 1862. 


Eugene Barton, Co. H; disoh. by civil authority, Sept. 2T. 1861, 


David Sldley, Co. B; disch.lbr dbmblllty, July 1, 1862. 




George Slaylun, Co. B ; disch. lo enlist in regnlnr service, Kov. 2S, 1302 


William Bl>iwn, Co. H ) discli, at eipiration of service. Sept 30, 1864. 


Peter I. Schwann, Co. B ; disch. to eulbil In regnlar ser% Ice, Nov. 25, 1802. 


Alfred 0, Brown, Co. H ; disch. at expiration of serrlce. Sept 30, 1864. 


Beo^je SchwBUi, Co. B ; disch. at expiration of service, Sept. 3U, 1864. 


John Bennett, Co, H ; discb, at expirallon of service. Sept, 90, 1861, 


Uartin Schwaitu, Co. II ; died at Litchfield, Mich , Feti. B, l!!e4. 


Stephen Burlosiin. Co. H ; disch, at e.piratlou of service, S-pt. 30, 1864, 


James Sweeaey, Ci. B ; diath. at expiration of serri :e. Sept an, 1864. 


Chester Bat"S, Co, H ; disch, at expiration of service, Sepl, 30, 1864. 


Helvin Shear, Co. B; disch. al e.plraUon of service. Sept 30, 1864, 


Alphonio Bush, Co. H; disch, at expirallon of service. Sept 30, 1864. 




William Cham Lerlain, Co. H; died In action at Stone Bi.er, Tenn., Doc. 31 


Joseph T. Tind^l,Co, B; di^ib, for dlHtbillly, Oct, 28, ISB2, 






George W, Carletoil, Co. H ; died of dlaeese. May IS, 1862, 


Oeorge W. Taylor, Co. B ; Inns, to Vet, Res, Corps. 


Henry Crull, Co, H; died of dlseaae, Feb, », 1862. 


JoDatlmn S. TlndBll, Co, B; disch. at eipiratloii of service, Sept. 30, 1864, 


Ilinim Ciisick, Co. H ; died of disease at Nashville, Tenn., Aug. 10, 1863. 


Geo^e Tnrpio, Co. B; d.sch. at expiiution of service, Sept. 30, 1864. 


Aretiis Cor».ln, Co. H ; disch. fbr disability, June 26, 1862. 


George Upton, Co. B ; died of dlsn.se at BashTllle, Tenn., May 23, 1862. 


Horace Crull. Co. H ; disch. for dieabiUty, April B, 1862. 


Geo. W. Van Valheiiberg, Co. B ; died at Annapolis, Md., Feb. 5, 1803. 






Abel Coon, Co. H ; disch. al expirallon of service. Sept So, 1864. 


Traey Vaaghnj trsns, lo le'th Mich. Inf., Sept 20, 1861. 


William J. Date., Co, H; died of disease, March 22, 1862, 


Jasber Williams, Co. B; died of dbieaaeat Bardstown, Ky., March 22, 1862. 


Orlando Derry, Co. H ; disch, at expiration of service. Sept 30, 1884. 


John C. Welter, Co. B; discb. for disabilily, Aug. 10, I86d. 


Solh 1, Dusenberry, Oo. (l ; disch. at expiration of service. Sept, 30, 1864. 


John Weleh, Co. B; diech. for di»ibllily, April IT, 1863. 


Denj. Eastman, Co, U 1 died near Atlanta, Oa., of wonnds, Aug. 1,1864. 


Wuililngton Whitney, Co. B; disch. by order, May 20, 1865, 


John Franklin, Co. H; dliich. to enl. in regular lervice, Deo. 8, 1862. 


William A. Wheeler, Co. B; was In battle of Stoue lUver; tians. to Vet, Bee. 


William W. Fall, Co, H; discli. fbr dlsaWllly, Jan. 26, 18*1, 


Corps; discb, in 1864, 




Andrew Dair, Co. C; dlscil. for dlnabillty, Dec. 9, 1861. 


George Franklin, Co. H ; disch. by order, Sept. 1, 1883. 


Hubbard F, Bulfum, Co, D; disch. for disability, Jons 28, 1862. 


Walter M. Graves, Co, H ; died n«r Allanta, Ga,. of wounds, Aug, 7, 1864, 




William H, Gould, Co. H; died of disease, Feb. 2, 1862, 


Itovid G. Burleson, Co. D ; dlscli. at explratinn of servits. 8*pt. 30, 1864, 


James H, Giiffln, Co. H ; died of disease, Jan. 28, 1862, 


«am..el A. Clark, Co. D ; died of disease, April 1, 1862. 


Chauncpy B, Green, Co, H; died In action at Stone Elver. Dec, 51, 1863. 
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G.»rg. W. G«,«., Co. H, dirf i„ aclJoo a. a.„n. Bir.r. D«. 31, 1M3. 


llenty'C. DavJd, Co. I; mujl. outSepl.lB. 186S, 




EdwiD A. GrB™, Cto. H; diacb, at eiplratioQ of service, Sept. 30, 18M. 






asorge 3. Ortffln, Co. H ; dlsch. st expiration of nerriee, Sept. 30. IBM. 


CbarlM W. J^efeslon, Co. F; must, ont Sept. 16, 1865, 




John Green. Ud. M ; dlach. Itor dlnbilltf. Sept. le. IGfll. 


William H. Frauds, Co. F ; must, out May 18, 1865. 




itillmm Hedge, O.. H; died of dlt«« at AunaiwUs. Md 




., April 2t. 1865. 


Edwin Hire'"". Co. H; dUrti. for dlasblllty. 


Fraii.le Gmham, Co. 4 ; niuet out Sept. 18, ISeB. 




Womon Haynes, Co. H ; diacb. for dl«Wlitr, Nor 9, 1603. 




1,, April 13, 1885. 


Albert llewea, O.. H ; diech. at mpin.llon ol wrilcB. Sspt 30. 1S64. 


TlioniiisOunthrDp.Cu.F'; mnnt. iiut Srptl*. 1865. 





j>rri9,Ca.H; diHh. »t eiplmUDn of tervlce,SFpl. 30. le 
rt E. Knappeii, Co. H ; died of disease at Louisville, Ky., May 
ini S. Knapji^-n. Cxi. H; dlscli, at Mpiralion of aervice, Sepl. 30 

ony Leversoe,Co. H; diei) of disease at BHrd9lawn,Kx., Feb, 1 



0.H; diKh. for dtsa) 



Abmm Slowell, Co. H ; trans, to Andren.' Battery. 

Abiam E. Stowell. Co. H: Irans. to Butt. F, lat Lt Art, Oct, 20, 1861. 

Oron M. Tjl^r, Co. B [ disd of diseaae, Marcb 10, 1862. 

Charlae O. Twist, Co. H; disch. for disability, Juue 28, 1S6I. 

Alsoa A.Tiir[,Co, H; disoll. fordiaability, KoT, 21, 168). 

AndrewM.Tumer, Go. H; diaita. at expiration of servJBe,Sept 30, lg& 

Edwaid A. Turner, Co. II : diecb. at expiration of wrvice, Sept. 30, 186- 

Joseph Turner, Co. H; died of dlseiue at WIlilB Pigeon, Doc. J, 1861. 
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ordiaeaieatCbatti 


douga, Toun 


AdamFi. Aheoh«id,0 




St. out Sept. 18,1 










ut Sept 18, 1665. 




laurouberg B, Brown 


Co.Bi 


pinstonlSepl, 16 






d H. Brenaan, Co 




t.<.lltSepL16,lS( 




JohD 


Bal,b,Co.B;m 


St. out Sept. 18,1864, 




Joseph A. Bowen, Co. 


Bimue 


out May M. 1865 





lAbyelte Barton, Co. B; mast, out Sept. 3(>. 1865 
Obadiah Blass, Co. F; died of disease at Nashvlll 
Henry K. Bumslde. Co. F; must oat Sapt, It. IB 



Benj. F.Barber, Co. I 


must. 


out Sept. 16.1 


I*npanCmwford,Co 








disease at Ja 


LugnsIusF. Clark. Co 




St. out Sept. i 


;har(esN. Carpenter, 


1..A; 


miiat, out Sep 


'rank Cock ley, Co. F 




ut Sept. 16,1 


onasC,Cbency,Co.l 




out Sept. 18, 


«IH»m L. Craft, Co. : 




out But. 18, 


amesA. Corey.Co. I 




nl Sept 16.1 


K«diah Davis. Co.F; 


diedol 




IanljDunliim,Co. 1 


. musl 


out Sept 16. 


lartey Dubois, Co. B 




ut Sept. 18.1 


MkhnelDunn, Co. D; 


must. 


ul Sept. 16, IS 



obnA,Gregg,Co.F;muel 
AuguBCusGorhiipi, Co. I; nnel. out Sept. 16, 1665. 
SherebrliiliHaywni-d.Co.B; died of disease at Jackso 
Norman F. Hnnry, C^. U; died of disease at Chatlanoi 
Authony K. Hower, Co. B; must, out Sept, 18, 1886. 
Elmer E.Hibbiird,CD.B:niniil. out Sept. 16. 1865, 
John S. Iloiutbn, Go. F; diad of disease at Nashville, 1 
Edwaid A. lloug]ita]liig,Go.F; mnet.outSept. 16, IS 
Fiancls M. Hailley, Co. F; must out Sept 16. 1865. 
James Harrington, Co. H ; must, ont Sept. 18, 1865. 
AloDM Howe. C. I i most, out Sept. 16, ISflS. 

Harlow M. Holeoml.. Co. K ; mnal. ont July £8, 18C5. 
Joseph Jenkins, Co. F; died of dis ase at NaehvilJc. T 
Jarob S. K.'libarBer, Co, D; elisch. by order, June 20, 1 



at Sept. 1( 



Benj. r, Lyons,Co. B;must outSeptl6,18 
Joel Loumle. Co. B; must, out Sept. 18. 1665. 
Eber Luomie. Co, B ; muet out Sept. 16. 186.'! 
Charles Lewis, Co. B; Din>l. ont Sept 16. isr 
Cliai lee H. Llndslej, Co. I ; must out Sept. 1 



xegiliL. Hilllgnn, Co.Bi i 






Qllbeit S. Norton, Co. I; must, out Sept 25 
Wm. H. Needham, Co. I ; muet. out Oct. H 
Bjrou Kustine, Co. I; must. out Sept 16, 18 
Hiram Bnsline, Co. I ; miisl 



ul Sept 30, K 



at Chatl 

Emmons Itnesell. Co. C; died of dl«e«aeMNailivil 
Alljort Richmond, Co. C ; roust out Sept 16, 1865. 
Jerome Ealph, Co. B ; ninat out Sept. IS, 1865. 
Charles H. Robinson, Co. B; muet. ont Sept. 16, 11 
Solomon W. Bobinsou, Co. B-, mdM. out Sept, 16, 1 

Orlando H. Blchardsun, Co.B; died sf disease at C 



George W. Sexton, Co. B ; mnet ont Sept 16, 18Sf 
J»ui« N. Sorter, Co. B; mnst out Sept. 16, 1885. 
Andrew Sorter, Co. B; must out Sept 18, 1685. 
paulShiffler,Co. B: mnst outSept 18, 1865. 
Cliarles Slaart, Co. C; must, out July 12. 1««B. 
WiUiamSludley.Co. C| roust ont Sept 16,1885. 



D«BphH.Shlppy,Co.O;m 



ist out Sept. 16.18 
out Sept. 16, 1805. 
Lit Sept 28, 1865. 



George Turpiu, Co. I; must ou 
Hariln VanderholF. Co. B; mui 
Kllborn Voorliecs, Oo. B; must 



Almon L. Wright, Co. B; died of dlneaie at Nasbvilh 
W. Whitney, Co. B; musl. out June 16, 1885. 
Henry W. Waierbnry, Co. B; mnet out Sept. 18, 186; 
Henry C. Williams, Gi. B; musl. out Ang. 1. 1865. 
Wileon Wylnnii, Co, C i musl. ont Sept 18'. 1886. 
J. W. Walls. Co. K ; must out May 15, 1866. 
Andreo E. Wilbur, Co. F; mnst out Sept 16. IS85. 
Calvin C. Weaver, Co. F ; mast onl Aug. IS, 1866. 
Amos Whitman, Co. I i must out Sept 16. 1865. 
Co.li mnst out S^t 18, 1866. 



leaver, Co. I 

ji H. Weller, Co. 1 



111 Sept 18, 1865, 
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CHAPTER XV. 



A Scallering Repreapnlalion— From Parade-GrogDa to B»ttle-Field 
—The Fifteenth at Pitttburg Landing— Battle of Corinth— Siege 
and Ca|)tnrB of Vicksburg— Viotorioua in Georgia— The Matoh to 
the Sea— Through the Cnrolinas— Ordered Ui Arkansas— Brought 
Home and Diebanded— List of Officers and Soldiera- A Scant Dele- 
gation in the 16th— That Regiment in the Seven Daja' Fights 
HeaTj LoBB at Q^nes' Mill— Second Battle of Bull Run— Antietam, 
Fredericksburg, and Chan cellorBiille— Hotly Engnged at OettjB- 
burg— Sharp Fight in (he WilderneBa — Sobsequent Confliota— 
Storming the Worfca at Poplar Grove Church- Hatcher's Run— 
The Final Struggles— The Muater Out— List of Mem bera-B ranch 
Countj in the 17th Infantry— To the Front in August, IS6S— Hard 
Fighting at South Mountain and Antielam—Tbc Frederic ksburg 
Campaign— From Virginia to MisBiseippi- Then to East Tennessee 
key Creek in November, 1863— Defense of Ki 



ville- 



— The W 



— Heavy Loss— Siege of Petersburg— Fin 



I, Spotlaylvnnia, et 
vements and Rotui 



The 15th Infantry, raised under Col. J. M. Oliver at 
Monroe, left tliat place for the fronton the 27th day of Mareh, 
1862. The Branch Countj soldiers who served in its ranks 
during the war, numbered nineteen in Company A, two in 
Company B, two in C, one in E, one in F, two in G-, ten 
in H, two in I, and fifteen in K,— making fifty-four men 
scattered among all the ten companies of the regiment. 

The 15th was transferred almost instantaneously from 
the peaceful parade-ground at Monroe to the storm of battle 
at PittabuT^ Landing. It arrived the evening of the 5th 
of April, 1862. The nest day the battle opened, and the 
15th was hurried to the front, taking an active and gallant 
part, and having thirty-three officers and men killed, and 
sisty-four wounded while seven were reported missing. 

Ihe ret,imtnt served through the siet,e ot Corinth, and 
was on duty in the vicinity until that place was attacked 
erals Price and \ in Dorn on the 1st and 



2d cf Ot-tober 18b> It 
mdes lorthweat of C rmtl 
rebel fb ce It kll back 
inch and with aome other 



then or outpost duly, ten 
I WIS issailed by the whole 
,round inch by 
^mijuts held the enemy in 



check during the whole of that day givin^ ample time for 
Gen. Robeerans to prepare for the nest day s conflict, in 
which he won a complete victory over the rebel army. 
The casualties of the 15th were thirteen kilied, thirty-two 
wounded, and five missing. 

The regiment served in Northern Mississippi until June, 
1863, when it was ordered to Vioksburg, Having been 
assigned to the 9th Corps, it took part in the siege of that 
city, sharing the hardships and dangers, which were at 
length rewarded by the surrender of the place (together 
with the grand army of Gen. Pemberton) on the ever- 
memorable Fourth of July, 18li3. The 15th remained in 
Central Mississippi during the summer, and in October was 
Bent, with the 5th Corps, to reinforce the Army of the 
Cumberland. It was detained in Northern Alabama until 
February, 1864, when a portion of the men re-enlisted, and 
the regiment was sent home on veteran furlough, returning 
to take part in Gen. Sherman's Georgia campaign in May. 

Afer unnumbered wearisome marches and many skirm- 
ishes, the 15th found itself in the 5th Corps, in front of 



the enemy, near Decatur, Ga. The rebels drove back the 
17th Corps, which was on (he left of the 5th. The 15th 
Michigan was ordered to take possession of an exposed 
position some distance from the line of its corps. On the 
regiments arriving near the point indicated, it was found to 
be in possession of the enemy. The men of Michigan did 
not hesitate, but moved gallantly forward, and, after a brief 
but sharp conflict, captured the position with seventeen 
rebel officers, one hundred and sisty-soven men, and three 
stands of colors. The loss of the 16th was only four killed 
and sis wounded. 

On the 28th of July the regiment won another victory 
over an assailing force of the enemy, which was driven off 
with heavy loss, leaving its dead and wounded on the field. 
Still another triumph was gained, near Jonesboro', on the 
31st of August, when the enemy attacked the fortified 
camp of the 15th and was most decisively defeated. 

After the surrender of Atlanta, the regiment went to 
Northern Alabama, to operate against the rebel Gen. Hood, 
but returned in time to " march to the sea" with Sherman, 
It also marched through the Carolinas with that general; 
went from Washington to Little Rock, Ark., in June and 
July, 1865; returned to Detroit in August, and was dis- 
charged on the 1st of September. 



I OF THE riFIBCNTH IsrANTBT FltOH BRANCH COVNTr. 
KufiiaKibbee,9u^son;enl. April 9,1662; rpB. Oct, 3, 1862. 



John Browsr, Co. A ; diwh. Sept S, 1S82, 

LenlsF. Ba9!ett,Co. A; died near AtlsBta.GB.,Jniie 

Abner B. Beebe. Co. A ; disch. by order, July 10, 1865 

Oscar Bloai, Co. E ; dlicb. by order, S«pt. 11, IMS. 
Daniels. Burdick, Co. H^ must. DUt Aug. 13, ISeS. 
jBfiobBeam.Co, K;nni«. outAog. IS, 18B5. 



DKYid Ful, Co. K ; must out Auk. 13, 1865, 

Samnel A. Grlce,CD. H; diich. by order, May 31,1805. 

Ufner S. Hoyt, Go. A ; died uf dlsenae at Corinth. Hies.. Hay 25 

Lewis W. Hilton, Co. H; mgsL out Aug. 13, 1866. 



le, Co. A i dUch. Ibr diMbiiny. No. 



Chnrl 



chfy, Co. 1 
H.Co. Ki T 



NelBon Richardson, Co. A ; dlcch. for disabillly, Feb. 28, 1863. 

ElUBh Ksn.omo, Co. H ; mast, out Aag. 13, 1865. 

David Sbooh, Co. A; dlwb, for di.Bbility, Muroh i, 1863. 

Bdtrln J. Stirt, Co. A; died of disease at Bhiloh, Tenn., Jnna 13, 1 

EdwudgBwdey, Cu.Ci died o( disease at CempIleiitsDn, 0., Mari 

Cbnrles Sheldon, Co. G; moHl. out Aag. 13,1865. 

Amos SlokcB, Co. H ; muit. out Aug. 13, 1866. 



Jnbn Walaon, Co. A; died of dlseaee near Ciunp Stevensan, Ala., Dec. 11 

IuacWalbum,Oa.A; must, out Aug. 13, 186B. 

Thomai C. Wlnteci, Go. A ; discti. for dlisbility, Na>. T, 1362. 
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KLIes Whipple, Co. K ; must, ant Aug. 13. 1365. 
Joftn WartlBld, Co. K ; diaah, hj order, May 30, 18*5. 
CturiuWIlliiDsuit.Ca.K; dlKh. fordiHubllltj, JansS.iees. 
GeDrgaa.WKmv.Co. El must out Aug, 13, lse5. 

SIXTEENTH INFANTRY. 

The letli barely comes within the limit we have pre- 
scribed as eotitjing a regiment to mention in these pages. 
It had, according to the adjutant-geaeral's rolls, twenty-one 
members who were residents of Branch County, viz., one in 
Company A, five in C, six in E, two in F, four in G-, 



a II, s 



in I. 



It went to Vit^inia in September, 1861. In the spring 
of 1862 it moved with the Army of the Potomac to the 
Peninsula and was engaged in the battles of Hanover 
Court-House, Gaines' Mills, and Malvern Hill. At Gaines' 
Mills alone it had no less than forty-nine officers and sol- 
diers killed, one hundred and sixteen wounded, and fifty-five 
missing. At the second battle of Bull Run it had sixteen 
killed, sixty-three wounded, and seventeen missing. 

At Antietam it was in reserve. At Frederieksbut^ it 
had twenty-three men killed and wounded, and at Chan- 
eellorsville one killed and sis wounded. At Middleburg, 
on the 21st of June, 1863, the regiment captured a piece 
of artillery with nineteen officers and men, itself having 
nine men wounded. It was hotly engaged at Gettysburg, 
having twenty-four officers and soldiers killed, thirty-six 
wounded, and two missing. 

The next battle of the 16th (which in the mean time had 
reorganized as a veteran regiment) was at the Wilderness, 
where, ou the 7th of May, 1864, it was sharply and gal- 
lantly engaged, having thirty-five officers and men killed 
and wounded. The evening of the 8lh, the rebels attacked 
the regiment while on the march, but were repulsed, and a 
rebel colonel and a lai^ number of men were captured. 
Ou the 22dof May the 16th defeated the enemy's rear- 
guard and made another large capture of prisoners. 

After numerous skirmishes and two or three serious con- 
flicts, it reached the lines in front of Petersburg on the 17th 
of June. On the 30th of September it was part of the 
force which stormed the works at Poplar Grove Church, its 
commander, Colonel Welch, being killed, and fifty-two others 
being killed and wounded. The regiment remained on duty 
bcflbre and near Petersburg until the 6th and 7th of Febru- 
ary, 1865, when it was engaged in the battle of Hatcher's 
Run and suffered heavy loss. It was also engaged to 
some extent in the conflicts at Five Porks, Amelia Court- 
House, High Bridge, and the crowning glory of Appomat- 
tox Court-House. After being ordered to Louisville, Ky., 
and Jefferson ville, Ind., in June, it was finally sent t« 
Jackson, Mich., in July, where it was paid off and dis- 
banded on the 25th of that month. 
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SEVENTEENTH INFANTRY. 

Recruiting for the different companies composing the 
17th Infantry was commenced in the spring and early part 
of the summer of 1862. Branch County contributed nearly 
fifty men to the ranks of the regiment during its service, 
viz., about twenty each to companies C and H, and a few 
to A, B, E, and G. Company C had for its first com- 
mander Capt. Henry B. Androus, of Ooldwater, and the 
first captain of Company H was Charles A. Edmonds, of 
Quinuy. The regimental rendezvous was at Detroit. 

The 17th was the first regiment which left the State 
under the President's call of July 2, 1862, for three hun- 
dred thousand volunteers, the date of its departure from 
Detroit being Aug. 27, 1862, at the time when the hosts 
of the enemy were almost in sight of the dome of the 
Capitol. At Washington ihe regiment was at once assigned 
to duty in the army of Gen. McClellan, and moved with 
that army into Maryland, in the campaign of Antietam. 
On the 14th of September, only eighteen days after its 
departure from Detroit, it took part in the fierce battle of 
South Mountain, where it sustained a loss of one hundred 
and forty-one in killed and wounded, On the 17th, only 
three days after South Mountain, the regiment fought 
again, and with equal gallantry, in the desparate struggle of 
Antietam, where its loss in killed and wounded was one 
hundred and five. On the 1st day of November, just five 
weeks after it left Michigan, the 17th had lost in killed 
and wounded and deaths by disease the remarkable number 
of two hundred and sixty-six men. 

Prom Maryland the regiment crossed into Virginia, and 
marehed by way of Warrentoa to Falmouth, on the Rap- 
pahannock River, where its camp was pitched on the 18th 
of November. During the operations against Fredericks- 
burg, December 12 to 14, it performed some service in 
skirmishing, and crossed the river with the army, but was 
not engaged in the great battle of the 13th. It embarked 
at Ac|uia Creek on the I4th of February, 1863, proceeded 
to Newport News, Va., remained there till March 19, and 
then moved by transport to Baltimore, and thence by the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and the Ohio River to Louis- 
ville, Ky, From that point its movements were as follows : 
March 28, to Bardstown, Ky. ; April 3, to Lebanon ; 
April 29, to Columbia, and theace to Jamestown, which 
was reached on the 31st of May. From Jamestown, June 
4, it moved to Louisville, thence to Cairo, 111., and from 
there, by the Mississippi, to the Yazoo River, encamping 
near Haynes' Bluffii, Miss It proceeded to Milldale Church, 
Ihe 4th of July, it moved with 
1 Jackson, Miss. The regiment 
ig had some slight skirmishing, 



June 22, and thei 
the column advancing o 
arrived there July 10, hav 
but no general engagement. 
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Agflin (Au". 3) it embarked and proceeded by river to 
Louisville, and tlience by land to Crab Orchard, Ky., 
moving from tliat point with the Army of the Ohio into 
Easl Tennessee. From Knoiville it went to Blue Springs, 
Tenn., and then back to Knosville, arriving there Oct. 14. 
Six days later it marched, by way of Loudon, to Lenoir 
Station, remaining there until November 14, when it 
marched to the Tennessee River below Loudon to oppose 
the forces of Longstreot, wiio was then moving towards 
Knoxville. From this position it was compelled to retreat; 
and while marching with the brigade, as rear-guard of the 
column, it was severely engaged at Turkey Creek, losing 
twenty-sis killed and wounded. Returning to Knosville, 
it took an active part in tho defense of that place during 
tlie si^e operations from Nov. 17 to Dec. 5, 1803, suffer- 
ing much from lack of sufficient and proper rations. Upon 
the raising of the siege and retreat of the enemy, the 17th 
moved in pursuit to Rutledge Blain'a Cross-Roads, and 
other points aa far up the valley as Morristown. 

About the middle of March, 18ti4, the 9th Corps, to 
which the 17th was attached, received orders to report at 
Annapolis, Md. Under this oi-der the regiment marched 
from Knoxville on the 22d, crossed the Cumberland Moun- 
tains to Nicholasville, Ky. (one hundred and eighty-sis 
miles), from which place it proceeded east by railroad to 
the point of destination. From Annapolis, where it re- 
ceived about two hundred recruits, the regiment marched 
with its corps, by way of Washington, to Warrenton Junc- 
tioD, Va., and became a part of the grand army of Uen. 
Grant, with which it moved through the bloody campaign 
of 1864, from the Eapidan River to Petersbut^. It was 
hotly engaged in the battles of the Wilderness, at Ny 
River, May 9, and at Spottsylvaiiia Court-House on the 
10th, 11th, and 12th. On the day last mentioned its loss 
in a single charge was twenty-three killed, seventy-three 
wounded, and ninety-three taken prisoners, out of a total 
of two hundred and twentj-flve men engaged. 

Reduced in numbers to a mere handful, the remnant of 
the regiment was detailed on the I6th of May to act with 
the engineers. In that duty it was with the corps in all 
its movements to and across the James River and through 
the siege of Pcterabui^. It was engaged and did good 
service in the repulse of the robe! attack on Fort Steadman, 
March 25, I860, where it took sixty-five prisoners. It 
participated in the final assault on Petersbut^, and, with 
its division, eiitored the city upon its evacuation. 
. On the 23d of April the 17th moved to City Point, and 
ou the 25th embarked on transports lor Alexandria, from 
which place it marched to Washington, and thence to Ten- 
allytown, Md., remaining there until May 22, when it 
moved back to Washington, and took its place in the great 
review of the Array of the Potomac on the 23d. It tlien 
returned to camp, and remained till June 3, when it was 
mustered out of service. On the 4th it started for Mich- 
igan, arriving on tho 7lh at Detroit, where it was paid and 
dbbanded. 

MCHUBUS OT THE SEVENTEENTH INFAHTIir FBDM BRANCH 
COUNTY. 
HeuiT B. AndrguB. CulilwHler, OLpl.. Co. C; «n]. Juaa lT,lSn2; cspturel at 
Spotlnylmuio, Vs., Hail 12. 1804 ; Miaped, Jan. 6. 1B65 ; mint, out with 



CWil™ A. Ednioiide, (Julney ; pro. (o capt., Oa. H, June 17, 18S2, from iBl lieut.. 
Bat. A, 1st Lt. Art, Hn; fS, 1E6I ; wiinaded In nDIion at Si>ath Moun- 
tain, Supt. 14,1862; hononibly diKh. fur wonnda, Jar. la, 1M3. 

Benjamlu r. Clark, ({uliicy, 2d llent., Co, I; eii[. June IT, lSfi:f ; vounded In 
otSoulb Hounlslo, Sept. 14, ISSS; honarehly dlw^li. for wounds, 






3, Cotdwa 



t,Oo.C 



bvt.-niaj,, Aprfl 2, 1805; I 






liar KnoIvrlL^ Ter 
U BpotHJlvanla, Vi 



v.20,18 



Joaoph Builej, Oa. C ; die. 

Charles Durhec, Co. H ; m 

Jolin Corj, Co. U ; muit. out June 3, 1S6S. 

Chariei U. Oorj, Co. H ; miiat. oat June 3, tSSo. 

Jane B. Crilclineld, Co. H; dKcta. ror dCaability. Feb. 4, 1863. 
Richard 0. OiaDiberlalii, Co. C ; dbicli. for dlaabilllj', Jsd. 6, 18fl:t. 

George H. Dalle;, Co. H ; died In acHun st Sjw(t9y]v..<n[Fi, Vs., Mhj 12, !8«4 
JubnF. Rrsn9,Cu. O; dleduT diieaaeat Waihlngton. K C, Fab, 22. IMl. 

Friable HutchiDton, Go. 0; itiscb. boarder, June Ic, 18611. 

Ja>n« Heller, Co. U ; died in action at South Moualain, Bid., Sept. U, 18G2. 

Andrew J, Hawse, Cu.H; din^b. brdlaabilitj, Dec ^,lse2. 

aamuel aarinon, Cu. R ; disch. fur diiabllitj, Feb. 8, 1603, 

Daniel HeUer. Co, H ; must, out June 3, 1865. 

Hoeei B. Lanij:hliB, Co. H; talieu prieooei In action at Kaox>iIle, Tenn.; d 

at AnderBonvlile, Aug. 17, 1864. 
William Hiilmui, Co. H; mli«ingiaactlon at Knuxiilie.Tenn., Ni», 20, 18 
Leonard R. Minor, Ch 0; died Dec, 26, I8G2, oC wounde,at Anuetani. 
Alfred Hilnea, Co, C ; dlecti, for rUsabllitji, June 3, 186.^, 
Henry lIcNatI, Co, A; dfsoh, for ilbabUity, Harcli 4, 16M, 
JiLinee K. p. Heddaugh, Co. H ; discli, bjr order, June i, 1869. 

Oeorge one. Co. H ; dinoh, for dieabillty. Feb, t, 186:), 

John Petcli, Co, C{ died in acibm at Spottaylvania, May 12, Imi. 

Davids, Piatt, Oo.C; diodof dlioese alFrederlcltriile.Md,, Doc.ll. 1B62, 

Gliartes IT. Putter, Co, U ; muil, unt June 3, 18«5. 

David B4>pp,Cei.C; niuM. out JiineS, 1SI15, 

Charles Bapp, Co. C ; diihonr.nibly diach, ty older, July IS, 1965. 

Andiew P, Sniitb, Co. E ; died at Andenonville, Ca. 

William Spragna, Co.O; (rana. to 2d Mich, Inf. 

Henry E, Sinon, Co, U ; must, out Jnne 3, J865. 

Alfred J, Teachont, Cu, 0; <tl>eli, tbr dbiability, Jan. 1, 1863. 

Julius H. Tompkins, Co. C; died In acllon at Spoltaylvnun, Va,, Hay 12, 18 

Anaon M, Vicory, Co, C; diacb. by order. Feb. 23.1863. 

Wallace Weller. Co. C ; turns, to Vet, Itw, Corps, Fab. 15, 1864. 

Paris C, Whiting, Co. C ; must out June 3, 1865, 

William 8. Wood, Co. C ; must, out June 3, 1S65. 

George Wbltten, Co, C; tmna, to Vat. Kes, Curfis, May IS, 1964. 

Garrotte, VThltesld-a. Co. H ; trans, to Vel, Res, Corps, Feb. 15, 1864. 



Miaiiasippl River, April 



l,Ky,, March 30, 1864. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

NIIfETBBNTH IKFATTTRr. 

ItB First Colonel from Branofi County— Companies C and II from 
that County— Their First Officers— The aegiment io the Army of 
the C umbo rinnd— Hard Fight lit Tbompaon's Slalioti- Four Regi- 
inonla Surrounded bj Six Brisados— The Surrender— Sich an ged 
and Reurganiied— On Duly under Roaecrani in 1863— Company 
D— Again Captured— In the Oeorgin i^ampnign in 1S84— Desper- 
ale and Victurioua Fight »t Uesaoa— Col. Oilbert Killed— Other 
Battles— The March to the Sua— Through the Carolinas— To Wash- 
ington — Home — List of OffioerB and Soldiers. 

The Nineteenth Eegiuient of Michigan Infantry was 
raised from the counties of Branch, St. Joseph, Kalauiazoo, 
Cass, Berrien, Van Buren and Allegan, in the summer of 
1862, under the President's call of July 2, for three 
hundred thousand men. Its rendezvous for recruitment 
and organization was at Dowagiac. Braiitli County was 
^he ri;giment by Companies C and H, and 
fifly or sixty more men from the, county served in iti 
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other companies. Tlie first commanding ofEcer of the 19tl\ 
was a citiaen of Coldwater, Col. Henry C. Gilbert, who 
fell, mortally wounded, while bravely leading his coinmand 
in a charge at the battle of Rcsaca, Ga., in the campaij^n 
of Atlanta. The adjutant of the regiment, Lieut. Hamlet 
B. Adams, and its chaplain. Rev. Isaac Coggeshall, were 
also of Coldwater. The Branch County companies were 
officered from the county as follows ; 

Corttpany C— Charles P. Lincoln of Coldwater, cap- 
tain ; Smith W. Fisk, of Coldwater, first lieutenant ; Lucius 
M. Wing, of Coldwater, second lieutenant. 

Company H. — George H. White, of Coldwater, captain ; 
James A. Shoecraft, of Coldwater, second lieutenant. 

The 19th broke camp at the rendezvous, on the 14th of 
September, 1862, proceeded by rail to Cincinnati, Ohio, 
thence to Nicholaaville, Ky., and lat«r, towards the close of 
the year, to Danville, Ky. It had been assigned to duty 
with the 4th Brigade of the Ist Division of the Array of 
Kentucky, which, on the formution of the Department and 
Army of the Cuniberland, was transferred to that army, as 
a " Reserve Corps." As a part of that corps, the regiment 
moved from Danville early in February, and reached Nash- 
ville on the 7lh, proceeding thence to Franklin, Tenn. 

On the 4th of March, 1863, the brigade, — composed of 
the 19th Michigan, the 33d and 85th Indiana, and the 
22d Wisconsin Regiments, — numbering one thousand five 
hundred and eighty-seven men, strengthened by two hun- 
dred men of the 124th Ohio, with detachments of three 
regiments of cavalry, about sis hundred strong, and a full 
battery of artillery, ali under command of Coi. Cobiirn, 
moved out from Franklin on a reconnaissance in force. 
Ailer a march of about four miles, the enemy's outposts 
were encountered, but they retired before the Union skir- 
mishers, and the brigade bivouacked there for the night. 

Resuming the march on the following day, they found 
the enemy in force and strongly posted at Thompson's 
Station, nine miles from FrankUn. At the point where the 
turnpike crosses the railroad, the enemy opened fire on the 
forces of Col. Cohurn, who immediately formed his men, 
and ordered a section of the battery to occupy a hill on the 
left of the road, sending the 19th Michigan and 22d Wis- 
consin to support it. The 33d and 85th Indiana, with 
the other guns of the battery, took position on a hill on 
the right. The enemy had two batteries posted on a range 
of hills, three-fourths of a mile in front and south of the 
position of the Union troops. The 33d and 85th Indiana 
made a demonstration on the left of the enemy, to draw 
him out or chaq-e his batteries, as circumstances might 
dictate. This movement was made under a most gaUing 
fire from the enemy's batteries, and when the station was 
reached, two entire brigades of dismounted rebel cavalry 
were disclosed, strongly posted behind stone walls and other 



As it was found impossible to advance farther under the 
severe and incessant fire, the regiments were ordered to 
retire to their former position on the hill, supported by i 
squadron of cavalry ; but, for some unexplained reason, the 
cavalry failed to occupy the supporting position as intended 
No sooner had the two regiments commenced to fall back 
than they were pursued by two rebel raiments, firing rapid 



volleys into the retiring Union force, which was at the same 
time under fire from the enemy's balteriea. But as soon 
as they reached the bill the Indiana regiments turned upon 
the rebel pursuers and drove them back at double-quick, 
killing Coi. Karle, of Arkansas. The enemy rallied and 
charged desperately, and were handsomely repulsed ; hut it 
soon became evident that the command of Col. Cobum 
had here encountered the entire cavalry force of Bragg's 
army, eonsiating of sis brigades, respectively commanded 
by the rebel generals Forrest, Wheeler, French, Armstrong, 
Jackson, and Martin, — numbering in all at least twelve 
thousand men, under the command of Gen. Van Dorn. 

On the left the enemy, under Gen. Forrest, advanced on 
tlie position occupied by the 19th Michigan and its com- 
panion regiment, the 22d Wisconsin. At the time the 
attack was made, the section of artillery posted with these 
two regiments hurriedly left its position, and at the same 
time L eut Col Bloodgood, of the Wisconsin regiment, 
witl th ee companies, left the field without orders, moving 
ofi" by the left fl nk and joining the retreating Union cav- 
alrj ai d ari llery but the 19th and the remainder of the 
22d WiBCtn n bravely poured in their fire and held the 
assaulters at bay for fully twenty minutes. Forrest, checked 
in his advance, made a circuit with his whole force beyond 
the ground occupied by Col. Coburn, to the east, with the 
intention of turning his left flank. The 19th and 22d 
were then moved to the west side of the turnpike, leaving 
the 33d and 85th Indiana to protect the southern acclivity 
of the bill. The four regiments had scarcely formed in 
line behind the crest when Armstrong's rebel brigade 
charged from the east and the Texana from the south. 
The fighting now became terrific. Three times the enemy 
charged gallantly up the hill, and thrice were they forced 
back with severe loss. In one of these chaises the colors 
of the 4th Mississippi were captured by the 19th Michigan. 

The fighting became desperate. The enemy, having 
gained possession of the hill on the east of the road, were 
sweeping the Norlliern ranks with canister, and, bravely as 
the Union troops fought, it soon became evident that the 
struggle was hopeless. Their ammunition was nearly ex- 
hausted, and Forrest, who had already cut them off from 
Franklin, was advancing on their rear. Col. Goburn faced 
his command to the north to meet and repel this new dan- 
ger, and thus Forrest was held in check until the Union 
men had expended their last round of ammunition. Then 
the brave band fixed bayonets, determined to chaise through 
the enemy's lines and escape; but just then it was discov- 
ered that still another line lay in reserve and still another 
battery opened on them from an unexpected quarter. 
Escape was now hopeless, and, to avoid a further and use- 
less loss of life, the command surrendered, having lost one 
hundred and thirteen in killed and wounded. Col. Gilbert 
had had his horse shot under him in the early part of the 
engagement, and throughout all the fierce engagement had 
borne himself most gallantly. When he offered his sword 
to the Confederate commander, the latter declined to re- 
ceive it with the remark that " so brave an officer, com- 
manding so gallant a regiment, deserves to retain his arms." 

\ pirt of the 19th had escaped capture at Thompson's 
Station This small body, vdth those who had been le| 
I los"od by V 
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camp at Franklin, were sent to Brentwood, organized with 
the remaining fragments of the brigade, and placed under 
command of an officer belonging to another regiment. This 
force was surrendered bj that officer to the rebel General 
Forrest on the 25th of March, without the firing of a gun. 
The enlisted men were soon paroled and sent North ; the 
commissioned officers were exchanged on the 25th of May 
following. 

The 19tli was reorganized at Camp Chase, Oliio, and on 
the 8th of June left Columbus to engage once more in ser- 
vice at the front. It reached Nashville on the 11th, and 
from that time was engaged in ordinary camp and picket 
duty until ^uly, when it was ordered forward, to form part 
of Rosecrans' column, advancing ou Tullahoma. The regi- 
ment was ordered hack to Murfreeaboro' on the 23d of July, 
to do garrison duty in the forlifications at that point and 
along Stone River, where Company D was captured in a 
stockade, on the 5th of October, by a rebel cavalry force 
under Gen. Wheeler. After having been plundered, the 
men were released on parole. 

About tho last of October the 19th was ordered to Mc- 
Minnville, Tenn,, where it remained, engaged in the con- 
struction of fortifications and in similar duty, until the 
21st of April, 1864, when it was ordered to join its divi- 
sion and march with the strong columns of Sherman into 
Geot^^ia. It reached Lookout Valley on the 30th, and 
moved forward with the army on the 3d of May ; being 
then in the Ist Brigade, 4lh Division of the 20th Army 
Corps. Moving by way of Buzzard's Roost and Snake 
Creek Gap to Resaca, it was, with its brigade, desperately 
engaged in the battle at that place on the 15th, on which 
occasion it gallantly charged and captured a battery of the 
enemy, afterwards holding the position against all eiforfs to 
retake it. It was in that chaise that Col. Gilbert received 
the wound from which ho died at Chattanooga on the 24th 
of May. 

The total loss of the 19th at Resaca, in killed and 
wounded, was eighty-one. It was again engaged at Cass- 
ville, Ga., on the 19th ; at New Hope Church on the 25th ; 
at Golgotha, June 15; and at Kulp'sFarm, June 22; losing 
in these transactions eighty-three, killed and wounded. Join- 
ing in the pursuit of the enemy after his evacuation of the 
position and works at Kenesaw Mountain, the 19th — then 
under command of Maj. John J, Baker — crossed the Chat- 
tahoochie, and took part in the battle of Peach-Tree Creek, 
July 20, in which its loss was thirty-nine killed and 
wounded; among the latter being the commanding officer, 
Maj. Baker. During the remainder of the siege of Atlanta, 
the regiment was constantly on duty, much of the time 
under artillery fire, but took part in none of the general 
engagements ; its loss during that time being eight, killed 
and wounded. 

In the early days of November, 1864, the 19th was 
quartered in the city of Atlanta, and on the 15th of that 
month. moved with its brigade (the 2d of the 3d Division, 
20th Corps) on the storied march to Savannah, taking 
active part in the siege of that city until its evacuation on 
the 21st of December. It remained near Savannah until 
Jan. 1, 1865, when, with the companion ri^iments of its 
command, it moved across the Savannah River into South 



Carolina. It crossed the Pedee River at Cheraw on the 
2d of February, arrived at Fayetteviile, March 11, de- 
stroyed the arsenal and other public buildings at that place, 
and moved thence towards Raleigh. On the 16th ,the 
enemy was found in heavy force at Averysboro'. Here the 
second brigade was ordered to assault the works, and earned 
them with great gallantry, capturing the guns and a large 
number of prisoners ; the loss of the 19th being nineteen in 
killed and wounded. At the battle of Bentonville, on the 
19th, the regiment stood in line of battle, but was not 
ordered in. 

From Bentonville, the 19lh moved to Goldsboro', arriv- 
ing there on the 34th, and then marched to Raleigh. Here 
it remained until the war was closed by the surrender of 
Johnston's army. Then, with its corps, it faced northward, 
and marched through Virginia to Alexandria, where it ar- 
rived on the 18th of May. Six days later it marched with 
the bronzed and tattered veterans of Sherman's army, in its 
memorable review, on the 24th of May, through the streets 
of the national capital. From that time it remained in 
camp near Washington till June 10, when it was mustered 
out of the service and ordered to Miohigan. Covered with 
honor, the men of the 19th returned to Jackson, and were 
there paid ofi' and discharged on or about the 15th of 
June, 1865. 

MBMBEBS OF THE NINETBBHTH INFANXItr FROM BRANfJH 
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FarmatioD of the T wen tj- Eighth —Company C from Branch County 
— Firat OBI eers— Company I— To Kenluokj and Tennessee— In 
Defense ofNaahi-ille— Starling for Mississippi and Bringing up in 
North Carolina— Fight at Wise'a Forks— On Duty in North Caro- 
lina until June, 1866— Return and Discharge— Formation of Ihe 
Pirrt Shariishooters— .ifter John Morgan— Branch County Kepre- 
tentation— In the W i Jd em eaa- Nature of the Service— Heavy Losa 
at Spotlaylvania — Cut off and Charging hack— Eighty .fonr Miss- 
ing—Capturing Works without Resulta— Caaualties in the Campaign 
— Defenseof Fort Steadman- The First Regiment in Petersburg— 
The End— List of Membors. 

The 28th Infantry was completed by consolidation with 
it of partially-formed companies, originally intended to 
form the 29th Infantry. The rendeavous of the 28th 
was at Kalamazoo. One of its companies (C) was com- 
posed principally of Branch County men, and its firat 
officers were all residents of Coldwater, viz., Captain, 
David B. Purinton (afterwards major) ; Firat Lieutenant, 
George W. Bowker; Second Lieutenant, Chauncey H. 
De Clute. A smaller number of men belonging to thta 
county were in Company I, whose original lieutenants were 
Frank Plc^eri and Harlow E. McCarey, both being citi- 
zens of Coldwater. A few men from Branch County were 
scattered among the other companies. 

The organisation of the 2Sth was completed in October, 
1864, and it left Kalamazoo on the 26th of that month for 
Loaisville, Ky., arriving at that city on the 29th. On 
the 10th of November it was ordered to Camp Nelson, to 
guard a wagon-train from that place to Nashville, Tenn. 
Arriving at that city on the 5th of December, it was 
assigned to temporary duty, and from the 12th to the 16th 
took part in the defense of the place against the army of 
Hood. After the battle it remained on ordinary duty at 
Nashville until Jan. 11, 1866, when it was embarked on 



steamboats, under orders to proceed to Eastport, Miss. 
But on reaching Paducah, at tbu uiouth of the Teiineusec 
River, orders were received changing its destination to 
Louisville, Ky. Arriving at Louisville January 18, it 
was ordered to Annapolis, Md, ; but while on the way to 
that place a further modification of orders was received, 
under which it was moved to Alexandria, Va. There, 
having been assigned to the 2d Brigade, 1st Division, of 
the a3d Army Corps, it embarked on ocean transports for 
Morehead City, N. C, where it arrived February 24, and 
at once left by railroad for Newhern, reaching that pmnt 
on the following day. 

On the 2d of March the regiment moved, with its com- 
mand, on the road to Kinston, but encountered the enemyj 
under the rebel general Holce, at Wise's Forks, and was 
there engaged on the 8th, 9th, and 10th, losing one officer 
and sis men killed and thirteen wounded. After this 
affiiir, the march was continued, the regiment reaching 
Kinston on the 14th and Goldsboro' on the ^Ist of March. 
It was then with its brigade placed upon the duty of 
guarding the railroad line, and so couiinued until the 9th 
of April, when it was moved by way of Goldsboro' to 
Ealeigh, arriving there on the 13th. 

After the closing of the war by the surrender of John- 
ston, the 28tii remained in North Carolina, engaged on 
duty at Goldoboro', Haleigh, Charlotte, Lincolutowa, Wil- 
mington, and Newbern, till the 5th of June, 1866, when 
it was mustered out of service. It was paid off and dis- 
banded at Detroit, immediately after its arrival there, on 
the 8th of June, 1866. 
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FIEST 8HAEPSH00TER8, 

The formation of the Ist Michigan Sharpshooters was 
b^uii in the autumn of 1862. Its headciuartors were at 
KalamaKoo, but were changed in the spring of 1863 to Dear- 
born. Id the summer of that year, six companies, all that 
were then formed, were ordered to Southern Indiana, to 
check the progreae of John Morgan and his rebel raiders, 
but they soon returned to Michigan, and the regiment had 
its ranks full by the 16tb of August. Branch County was 
represented in the ranks of this regiment by about thirty 
men, of whom nearly all were in Company H ; the few 
others being in Companies B, C, and I. 

On the 16th of August the regiment proceeded under 
orders te Chicago, to act as guard to a camp of rebel pris- 
oners. It remmned on this duty until March 17, 1864, 
and was then ordered to Annapolis, Md,, where it was as- 
signed to the 2d Brigade, 3d Division, 9th Corps. It soon 
joined the Army of the Potomac, and met the enemy for 
the first time in the battle of the Wilderness, on the 6th 
and 7th of May, where it had twenty-four men killed and 
wounded. From their name, the Sharpshooters were evi- 
dently intended to act princtpully as skirmishers and ad- 
vance guards, fighting in detail, picking oS rebel officers and 
artillerists, and other similar work. 'But these careful ar- 



rangements regarding particular corps often do not work 
well in the rough practice of ihe battle-field, and the record 
of the body in question does not seem to have been seriously 
different from that of any other infantry regiment. 

The Sharpshooters behaved with great gallantry at the 
battles near Spottsylvania Court-House, on the 9th, 10th, 
and 12tU days of May, in which the regiment suffered 
severely, having thirty-four killed, and one hundred and 
seventeen wounded. It also had a sharp skirmish at the 
crossing of the North Anna River on the 23d of May. 
Although taking part in numerous skirmishes and other 
hostile operations, it was not again very warmly engaged 
until the chaise made on the enemy's works before Petera- 
bui^ on the 17th of June. The Sharpshooters gallantly 
pushed their way into the intrenchraents, and twice, with 
other regiments, met and repulsed the rebels, who charged 
to recapture the works. At length, however, the rebels 
threw a large force in the rear of this raiment, it being on 
the extreme left of its corps, compelling it either to sur- 
render or break through the enveloping lines. The men 
promptly chose the latter course, and by a rapid chaise 
most of them made their way through and rejoined their 
comrades. The regiment had thirty-one killed, forty-sis 
wounded, and eighty- four missing. 

On the 30th of July the Sharpshooters chatted, in the 
advance of their brigade, on the works next to the fort, 
which was blown up by the celebrated Petersburg mine, 
capturing the intrenchmenls and about fifty prisoners. As, 
however, the Union forces were unable to force their way 
through the blown-up fort, the regiment was obliged to 
retire. During the remainder of the summer and autumn 
it was engaged in trench and picket work, alternating with 
numerous conflicts, none of them very severe, yet sharp 
enough, so that the casualties between the opening of the 
campaign and the firat of November footed up one hundred 
and sis killed in action and Iwo hundred and twenty-seven 
wounded. Forty had also died of disease in the same time, 
and one hundred and fifty-eight were reported " missing in 
action," of whom some were killed, some were taken pris- 
oners, and some had probably deserted. 

The Sharpshooters continued engaged in the arduous 
duties of the siege of Petersburg until the 25th of March, 
1865. On that day Companies I and K were a part of the 
garrison of Fort Steadman. The rebels attacked that post, 
hut were defeated with severe loss, the Union men charging 
out and capturing a lai^ number of prisoners. 

The end was now rapidly approaching. Nearly every 
raiment was kept constantly fighting, and the Sharpshooters 
had their full share of the deadly work. 

On the 3d of April the regiment was ordered to move 
forward in the advance at half-past three in the morning, 
when it was found that the enemy had evacuated Peters- 
burg, The column pushed on, and the 1st Michigan Sharp- 
shooters were the foremost Union regiment to enter the 
city. 

After doing service on the Southside Railroad until the 
surrender of Leo, the regiment went with its division te 
Washington. It remained io that vicinity until the last of 
July, when it returned to Jackson, Mich., and on the 7th 
of August was paid off and disbandedy (■\/"X(T I {"> 
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MBMBBRS OF THE FIRST 8HARI«H00TERS FBOM BRANC 


COUNTY. 


Henry S.riah, CoWwBter, 1st ll-ut., Hall's S. 8.; ™l. Aug. 19, 186 
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Joseph A. Conklin, Co. H; mmt. out June 23, 1805. 




Stephen H. Conklin, Co. H ; m»,t. out Ji.lj 26. ISM. 




RfUlwn Cumoll, Co. H ; must, out Jnlj 2S, 18S6. 




Henrj Cmg, Co. H; must, out Jnlj 28, 1K65. 




Willim. H. Dnpny, Co. H ; must, out Jnljr 28, le&'i. 




ChnrlBi Itnrfey, Co. H ; disd In AndereonviUe prison, Sept, \ 1804. 




William H. Surfer, Co. H; miising in action oeur Pelpnbur^, T 


ft, June n. 


IBM. 




Andrew J. BUU, Co, H ; must, ont M»j 15, 1865. 




Derrick Unuken, Co. H; mnet out July £8, 13G5. 
















Kngl. Kennedy, Co. H ; mnst onl June 10. 1B6S. 




Thomas McLaJighlin, Co. — ; dlich. for disaljiftj, Juno, Isnt. 




Lewis Priest, Co.H; must, out July IT, 1865, 




Wiilian. Boaa. Co. H; missing in action near Pelersbarg, Va., Jul, 




John BainboiT, Co. U ; must, ont July 28, 1S66. 




George W. Sackett, Co. H ; must, ont July 1, 1BC5. 
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POUBTH AND PIFTH CAVALKy. 
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FOUaTH CAVALRV. 

The raising of tho 4th Michigan Cavalry Regiment was 
authorizud in the early part of July, 1 8(i^, as part of 
Michigan's quota of eleven thoasautl six hundred and 
eighty-six men to be furnished under the President's call 
for troops to retrieve the disasters of the Seven Days' 
battles before Richmond. The rendeavoua of the 4th 
was established at Detroit, and the regiment having its 
ranks filled was there mustered for three years' service, on 
the 29th of August. Its field-officers were : Colonel, Rob- 
ert H. G. Minty, promoted from lieutenant-colonel of the 
3d Michigan Cavalry ; Iiieut«nant-Colonel, William H. 
Dickinson ; Majors, Josiah B. Park, Horace Gray, Joseph 
W. Houston. 

One of tho oonipanies (G) was furnished by Branch 
County, as were also about twonly-five men serving in ser- 



erat other companies of the regiment. The first officers of 
Company G were: Captain, Barber N. Sheldon, of Quiocy; 
First Lieutenant, Daniel Duessler, of Quincy; Second 
Lieutenant, Julius M. Carter, of Ovid. 

The regiment left Detroit on the 2fith of September, and 
proceeded to the seat of war in Kentucky, by way of Louis- 
ville. Being fully armed, mounted, and equipped, it was 
placed in active service without much delay. It was in the 
advance in the attack on the guerrillas of John Moi^an at 
Stanford, Ky., and joined in the pursuit of those raiders to 
Crab Orchard. In the attack on Jjebauon it also led the 
advance, chaining into the town two miles before the infan- 
try, driving out Morgan with an equal or superior force, 
and capturing a lai^o amount of stores. On the 13th of 
December the regiment, by a forced march, surprised and 
captured the pickets at Franklin, Tenn., driving out a 
large force of the enemy with heavy loss. It led the ex- 
treme advance to Murfreesboro', and, after the capture of 
that place, was engaged in numerous excursions, driving 
back the enemy's cavalry which infested the country, and 
capturing several hundred prisoners. 

In May, 1863, followed by detachments of other regi- 
ments, the 4th led a gallant charge into the camp of three 
Confederate regiments of cavalry, routed them, and took 
fifty-five prisoners and the colors of the 1st Alabama. 
When the Amy of tlie Cumberland advanced from Mur- 
freesboro' in June, the 4th was again in the lead, and en- 
gaged in innumerable conflicts. It was always successful 
until it reached the vicinity of Chattanooga, where it was 
several times driven back by the enemy. The season's 
service was so severe that on the Ist of November only 
about three hundred men were mounted. 

After constant service through tho winter, mounted and 
dismounted, among the mountains of Southeastern Tennes- 
see, the regiment returned to Nashville the last of March, 
where it received fresh horses and new equipments. It 
then returned to Sherman's army, which it accompanied in 
the Georgia campaign, constantly engaged in the same 
kind of arduous service before described. Its hardest eon- 
fiict was on the 20th of June, at Ijattiraore's Mills, when 
with the 7th Pennsylvania Cavalry it engaged three bri- 
gades of rebel cavalry. It twice charged the enemy with 
the sabre, and repulsed sevei^ ehat^es made by thi 
Having finally fallen back to its supports it aided in mi 
ing an attack by Gen. Wheeler's whole force, which ' 
driven back with heavy lose. In this affair the regiment, 
which had about thiee hundred men present, had thirty- 
seven killed and wounded. 

After the capture of Atlanta, the mounted men of the 
regiment followed Hood's army northward, nearly to the 
Tennessee River, harassing his rear, capturing prisoners, 
etc. By this time all the horses but a hundred were 
again worn out. These were transferred to another com- 
mand, and the 4th was reunited on foot at Nashville in 
October. It was remounted at Louisville, Ky., and by the 
last of January, 1865, was at Grravelly Spring, Ala, 

Leaving there the 12th of March, it set out with other 
regiments on a long raid through Alabama, swimming rivers, 
building corduroy roads, seising towns, eapturing Forrest's 
artillery, and finally capturing the city of Selma, defended 
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by very elaborate fortifications, and by at least seven thou- 
eand men under Gen. Forre§t. At one point fitteen hundred 
dismonnted cavalry, of which the 4th was a part, chained 
the intrench ments and captured them in twenty minutes, 
having had three hundred and twenty'foor men killed and 
wounded. This was on the 2d of April. On the 20th, 
aher numerous adventures, the command reached Macon, 
Ga., where the news of the surrender of the rebel anus 
caused the cessation of fighting. 

The 4th, however, gained still another title to renown by 
capturing the rebel president, Jefferson Davis, near Abbe- 
ville, Ga., on the 10th of April, 1865. The regiment soon 
after marched to Nashville, where it was mustered out on 
the 1st of July, being disbanded at Iletioit on the 10th. 
The list of its battles and skirmishes numbered ninety-four. 
Few of them, it is true, were very severe, but the number 
of them shows thUt the regiment was full of energy and 
valor. 

MBMBBKS OF THE ^-OURTH CAVAtRV TBOM BBANCH CODNTT. 
HoiiBded Jn aclioa M KIngBton, Os., May IB, leM; b.t, liem,-col., Mirch 
dlacli. for ctirallLlty, June ST, ISSli. 






nlJulyl, 



Win. BuTdick, tnns. to Vet Rea. Corpi, Sept. 30, 1863. 

lUtlhew N, BuidLck, traiiB. to Vet. Rs>, Cgrps, May 15, 188+. 

Lowjj R. Bridge, dlacli. by order, Jul^ fl, IMS. 

KAtliew BntytoQ, died of dlaease, nC HurTreuboro', Tenn.. June 2i, ISI 

MUtoti Bewmer, died of diaeue, U NHsliTllle, Teiin., March 1, ISOJ. 

Wm. H, BredCord, moat, out July 1, ISBS. 

Wm. H. Bnrt, mnit. OBt Joly 1. 1«6S. 

Wm, B. Bmdley, dlaoli. for disabililj, Dec. 28. 1862. 

Jofan Browera, diach. by order, June 19, ie65, 

Jobn Ctnmnxb. (tbicb. by order, July 11, 1865, 

JUrtlo Cem, disch, fct disnbilitj, MarobS, 18«). 

Heury Cualek. died of digeue b1 lAuleTllle, K;,, Feb. 1, Igm. 

Haitin Cloonai),' must, ont July 1, 1865, ' 

Wliijleld DHy, difd of diB«i.<o et (Joinoy, Mich,, May ao. 1861, 

OainuliA IHc*iiiaon, dlecb, for dl«al;iliry, Sept. 16, 1883. 

John Vaggnc, di!cli, (or di«BUiIily. April 11, 1863. 

Howard Osffney, died of iHseaee *t Spriiigflold, Ky., Noi, 6, 1S«. 
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rartboiit. died of dleeiiae lit Utirn-eesl 
RoberlT, Smltb.died of diswse at Murfreesb. 
Jobs Skinner, dlKii, for dbabliilj', Feb. 6, 186 
John A, Skinner, nioel, out Jnly 1. 18«i. 

jlj 1, 1S«5. 
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h. for dlflsLilllty, Feb. 16, 1S«:t. 
Eliai H, Scales, diach. for diKBbllltJ, March 3, 1SB3. 
Wlllliim II. Tbonipeon, dlicb, tdi ditabllily. April 18, 18 
Williaoi Tisek, diach, for disability, Dec, 28, 1882, 
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Elteha 0. Willianis, discli. fbrdiaabllEly, Feb. 3. 18 
Oliver M, Wentworlh, dlich, for disability, Marct 
W. B. Wsntworib, must, out Joly 3. 18«6. 
Haory Wcodmasler, must, out Joly 1, 1865. 
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Vet. Bee. Oorps, April 30, 1863. 
tenona Borch, Co, I ; died at DailM, Ga., May 27, 1804, of wounds, 

ohn BeJley, Co, M; died in Aiidoraonville prtsoo, July3, 1864. 



iniee Ogden, Co. A; trans, lo Vet Res, Corps, April 22 
smea I'opc, Co, I; disch. Kic disability. Sept. 10, IS62. 
Unmaa BcBTea. Co. K ; died of dlseaee at Nashville, Ap 



FIFTH CAVALRY. 



The 6th Michigan Cavalry Regiment was raised in the 
summer of 1862, under authority from the War Depart- 
ment and the Governor of the State to Joseph T. Cope- 
land, then lieutenant-colonel of the 1st Cavalry. The ren- 
dezvous of the regiment, was at Detroit, where its organiza- 
tion was perfected, and it was mustered into the service of 
the United States on the 30th of August, in the year 
named ; the field-officers being as follows : Joseph T. 
Copeiand, colonel ; William D, Mann, lieutenant.colonel ; 
Kbenezer Gould, Luther S. Trowbridge, Noah H. Terry, 
majors. 

One company (M) was composed of Branch County 
men. Its officers when mustered were Smith H. Has- 
tings, of Cotdwater, first lieutenant; Andrew D. Hall, of 
Quincy, second lieutenant; the company at that time 
having no captain. 

For about three months aft«r its muster the regiment 
remained at the rendezvous without receiving arms, and at 
the time of its departure for the seat of war tlie men had 
been but partially armed, though fully equipped. The 
oommaiii] left Detroit for the front on the 4th of Decem- 
ber, I8fi2, and proceeded to Washington, where it remained 
through the winter. In the spring of 1863, i 
been fully armed, it was attached to the/'M Brigade ofithe 
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3d Division of the Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac, 
As it is impracticable to furnish a detailed account of its 
almost in numerable marches, and constantly-changing move- 
ments and counter-movements during the campaign of 1863, 
we give in brief a list of the engagements with the enemy 
in which the regiment took part during that eyentfui year, 
namely; Hanover, Va., June 30 ; Hunterstown, Pa., July 
2; Gettysbui^, Pa., July 3; Monterey, Md., July 4; 
Cavetown, Md., July 5; Smithtown, Md., July fi ; Boons- 
boro", Md., July 6 ; Hagerstown, Md., July 7 ; Williamsport, 
Md., July 7 i Boonsboro', Md., July 8 ; Hagerstown, Md,, 
July 10; Williamsport, Md,, July 10; Falling Waters, 
Va,, July 14; Snicker's Gap, Va., July 19 ; Kelly's Ford, 
Va., September 13; Oulpeper Court-House, Va., Septem- 
ber 14; Raucoon Ford, Va., September 16; White's Ford, 
Va., September 21; Jack's Shop, Va., September 26; 
James City, Va., October 12; Brandy Station, Va., Octo- 
ber 18; Buckiand's Mills, Va., October 19; Stevensbut^, 
Va., November 19 ; Morton's Ford, Va., November 26. 

At the close of the active operations of 1863, the 5th 
went into camp at Stevensbui^, Va., passing the winter 
there, and in picket duty along the line of the Rapidan. 
About the 1st of March it took part in the raid of Gen, 
Kilpatrick to the defenses of Richmond, where it was 
attacked March 2 by the enemy in large force, and obliged 
to retire to New Kent Court-House, where it joined Geu, 
Butler. A detacliracnt of the regiment had accompanied 
Col. Dahlgren in the famous raid in whieh he lost his life. 
It advanced to wiihin five miles of Richmond and drove 
the enemy from his first and second lines of defense, but 
was finally compelled lo retreat behind the Cbiekahominy. 
At Old Church the body containing the detachment of the 
6th was attacked and compelled to cut its way to White 
House Landing, which was reached on the following day. 
On the lllh it embarked at Yorktown, moved by the York 
and Potomac Rivers to Alexandria, and thence to the camp 
at Stevensbui^. It was then transferred from the 3d to 
the 1st Cavalry Division at Culpeper Court-House. 

The 5th took an active part in the fiimous campaign of 
Gen. Grant, in 1864. It crossed the llapidan on the 5tli 
of May, and on the 6th and 7th was hotly engaged with 
the enemy in the Wilderness. It was in Sheridan's great 
cavalry eKpedition against the rebel communications ; fights 
ing at Beaver Dam Station on the 9ih of May, at Yellow 
Tavern on the 10th and 11th, and at Meadow Bridge on 
the 12th. On the 14th it crossed the Cbiekahominy at 
Bottom's Bridge, marched thence to Malvern Hill, and 
from there to Hanover Court-House, destroying railroad 
track and bridges. It crossed the Pamunkey River at 
White House on the 22d ; and, marching by way of Ay- 
lett's and Concord Church, rejoined the Army of the Poto- 
mac, near Chesterfield, on the 25th. 

It was in the action at Hawes' Shop, May 28, at Balti- 
more Cross-Roads on the 29tb, and at Cold Harbor and 
Old Church Tavern on the 30lh. Again, on the raid along 
the line of the Virginia Central Railroad, it fought at Tre- 
villian Station, June 11, where the enemy were driven 
several miles, leaving in the hands of the Union troops 
about six hundred prisoners, fifteen hundred horses, one 
stand of colors, six caissons, forty ambulances, and fifty 
11 



wagons. On the 12th it was engaged a few miles nearer 
Louisa Court-House on the Gordonsville Road, and, pass- 
ing thence towards the James River, crossed that stream 
and marched to Jerusalem Plank-Road, south of Peters- 
bui^. On the 4th of August it embarked for Washington, 
and moved thence through Maryland and across the Polo- 
mac, to Halitown and Berryville, Va. It fought at Win- 
chester on the 11th, and at Front Rojal on the 16th of 
August. On the 19ch a squadron of the regiment was 
attacked by Mosby's guerrillas, and was driven to the main 
body, with a loss of sixteen killed and mortally wounded. 
Among the subsequent engagements of tiie regiuient during 
the valley campaign of 1864 were Leetown and Shepards- 
town, Aug. 25 ; Opequan Creek, Aug. 28 ; Smithfield, 
Aug. 29 ; Berryville, Sept. 3 ; Summit, Sept. 4 ; Ope- 
quan, Sept. 19 (where it routed the enemy's cavalry, 
broke his infantry lines, captured two battje-flags and four 
hundred prisoners) ; Luray, Va., Sept. 24 (captured forty 
prisoners) ; Mount Crawford, Va., Oct. 2 ; Woodstock, 
Oct. 9; Cedar Creek, Oct. 19 (capturing a lai^e number 
of prisoners, and driving the enemy in great confusion) ; 
and Newtown, Nov. 12, where it fought an entire brigade 
of the enemy. 

Afler the last-named action, the regiment returned to 
Camp Russell, near Wiiitliester, Va., where it remained 
until Feb. 27, 1865, when it broke camp and moved south- 
east, as part of Sheridan's force, on the famous raid of that 
general to the James River. It was engaged in action at 
Louisa Court-House, March 18, 1865, and, joining the 
Army of the Potomac before Petersburg, fought under 
Sheridan at Five Forks, Va., March 30 and 31, and April 
1. On the 2d of April it was engaged with the enemy on 
the Soutbside Railroad ; on the 4th at Duck Pond Mills ; 
on the 6th at Sailor's Creek ; and then took part in the 
closing events at Appomattox Court-House, from the 6th 
to the 9th of April, 1865. 

After the surrender of Lee the 5th moved with the 
Cavalry Corps to Petersburg, and was ordered thence, 
shortly afterwards, to North Carolina. It returned to Wash- 
ington, D. C, ill time to participate in the grand review of 
the veteran armies of Grant, Sherman, and Sheridan, in 
the latter part of May. Immediately after this it was 
moved West with the Michigan Cavalry Brigade, by the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and the Ohio and Mississippi 
Rivers, to St. Louis; thence by steamer on the Missouri 
River to Fort Lcuvenwortii, Mo. There the men having 
two years or more to serve were transferred to the 1st and 
7th Michigan Cavalry ; and then, on the 22d of June, the 
6th was mustered out of service. The regiment reached 
Detroit on the 1st of July, where the men received their 
pay and dispersed. 
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EIGHTH CAVALRY. 

This regiment, the rendezvous of wliieh was at Mount 
Clemens, did not take the field until May, 18C3. During 
its service it contained about eighty men from Branch 
County, principally id Companiea B, C, and M, with a few 
individuals scattered through Companies A, D, E, G, H, 
I, and L. Two of its captains— Henry L. Silliek and Eli- 
jah J. Devens — were of this eounty, the former being a 
resident of Quinoy and the latter of Coldwater. The Rev. 
Norman L. Otis, of Union City, was chaplain of the 8th 
during all the latter part of its term of service. 

Immediately on entering the field the regiment was 
placed on active duty in Kentucky, and was one of tho 
foremost in the pursuit of the guerrilla chief, John Mor- 
gan, tlirough Indiana and Ohio. At length, overtaking 
him at Buffiogton Island, 0., it immediately attacked and 
routed his command, capturing two hundred and seventeen 
prisoners, besides killing and wounding a considerable num- 
ber. The regiment then proceeded to East Tennessee. At 
Calhoun and Athens, in that State, on the 20th and 2?th 
of September, the brigade to which it belonged was de- 
feated and driven back by a large rebel force under Gena. 
FoiTcst and Wheeler, the 8th having forty-three killed and 
wounded and seiera! missin!;. 

The raiment wa.a very actively engaged marching and 
skirmishing up and down the Vailey of tho Tennessee until 
the forepart of February, 1864, when it turned over its 
horses to the quarleimasters department and marched on 
foot to Mount Sterling, Ky. It was there remounted, 
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Ga. As a part of the cavalry force under Gen, Stonoraan, 
the 8th advmiced towards Atlanta, covering the right of 
Sherman's command, and frequently engaged with the 
enemy. The latter were usually forced to retire, but on 
the 3d of August, after the regiment had been cut off from 
the main force, and had cut ita way through the enemy, 
after seven days and nights of continuous marching, with 
almoat no sleep, it waa surprised and routed, with the 
loss of two hundred and fifteen officers and men, mostly 
taken prisoners. The remainder of the regiment was em- 
ployed on picket duty until the middle of September, when 
it was ordered to Kentucky, and then back to Nashville. 

The 8th was engaged through the month of November 
in skirmishing with tlie cavalry advance of Hood's array, 
being several times surrounded by the enemy, but always 
managing to cut its way out. After Hood was defeated at 
Franklin and Nashville, and driven out of Tennessee, this 
regiment had no service more severe than suppressing the 
guerrillas which still infested the country. In July the 
11th Cavalry was consolidated with the 8th, tiic combined 
regiment retdning the latter name. It was mustered out 
at Nashville on the 22d of September, 1865, and disbanded 
at Jackson about the 30th. 
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NINTH CAVALKY. 

This regiment had its rendezvous at the city of Cold- 
water, and its formation was commenced there in the 
autumn of 1862. One company (I) was largely recruited 
in Branch County by its first captain, Jonas H. McGowan, 
of Coldwater, Capt. Otis H. Giilman, of Company K, 
was also a resident of Coldwater, and men of Branch 
County were found serving in nearly all the companies. 

The regiment, escept two incomplete companies, left the 
rendezvous about May 20, 1863, and moved to Louisville, 
Ky., and thence to Hickman's Bridge. On the 12th of 
June it was ordered in pursuit of Kverett's guerrillas, and 
engaged them at Triplett's Bridge, capturing a considerable 
number. July 4 it joined in the pursuit of Morgan's 
guerrilla forces, following them through Kentucky, fighting 
their rear^guard at Lebanon, and capturing a lieutenant- 
coinne! and fifty prisoners. At Westport, Ky., on the 12th 
of July, the regiment was divided into three parts. One 
detachment, proceeding by river to Cincinnati, joined Gen. 
Hobson's forces, who pursued and overtook Mot^an'a force 
at Buffington's Island, in the Ohio Biver, and there cap* 
tured five hundred prisoners, with three pieces of artillery 
and a large number of small-arras. Another portion took 
boaia at Lawrenceburg, Ky., on the 14th, went to Ports- 
mouth, Ohio, lauded, pursued the enemy towards Chester, 
Meigs Co., Ohio, overtook him, and captured a part of his 
force ; and then, joining Gen. Shackleford's command, at 
Bnffington's Island, marched to Eight-Mile Island, where 
the foe was again engaged, and more than a thousand 
prisoners captured. The remaining part of the regiment 
received orders on the 24th to join the pursuit of the por- 
tion of Morgan's forces which had escaped capture at 
Island. Under these orders the detachment 
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movcU by railway to Midgo Junction, on t!iG Oliio River; 
and, marching thence towards Steubenviib, overtook the 
enemy near that town on the 25th of July, skinuishcd 
with him during the night, and in the morning forced an 
eagagement which resulted in the rout of the rebel raiders, 
with a loss of sixty-seven killed and wo nded and h ee 
hundred and five prisoners ; tl a be Imost do ble he 

number of men in the attackit ^ Un on fo ce 

After this expedition the de achme we e eun ed at 
Covington, Ky., and the regime t jo ned Oe Bu de's 
espedition to East Tennessee ; en^a^, ^ h emj a L u- 
don, September 2, and reaching Knoxville on the iid. 
Making little or no stop there, it marched on to Cumber- 
land Gap, where it took part in the movements which re- 
• suited (September 8) in the surrender of the enemy's force 
at that point, consisting of two thousand five hundred men 
with fourteen pieces of artillery. The 9th was engaged 
with the enemy at Carter's Station, September 21 ; at Zol- 
lieoffer, on the 25th ; at Leesburg, on the 29th ; at Blue 
Springs, October 5 and 10; and at Rheatown, on the 11th. 
After this it was encamped at Henderson Station for some 
time, engaged in scouting and cavalry picket duty. On 
the 6th of November it moved towards Knoxville, skir- 
mishing with the enemy at Clinch Mountain on the 7th, 
and was engaged in a sharp fight, two miles from Moores- 
town, on the 10th. At Bean's Station, on the 14th, it was 
attacked and driven towards Rutledge. From this time 
until the 1 5th of January it was almost constantly engaged 
in skirmishing, scouting, and most fatiguing picket duty. 
On the 16th it moved from Dandtidge towards Bull Gap, 
encountered the enemy's infantry in heavy force at Kins- 
bro's CroBs-Roads, and was repulsed with a loss of thirty- 
two killed, wounded, and missing. From that field it re- 
tired by way of Strawlierry Plains to Knosville ; reaching 
that place with two-thirds of its men dismounted ; the 
horses having been worn out by reason of the severity of 
the duty on which they had been engaged. 

The r^ment returned to Kentucky to be re-equipped, 
and was in camp at Nieholasville in that State through the 
month of May, 1864. On the 8th of June it was once 
more moved in pursuit of its old antagonist, John Morgan, 
whose forces it encountered at Cynthiana at four o'clock in 
the morning of the 12th, routing them and taking one hun- 
dred and ten prisoners. It continued the pursuit until 
Morgan entered the mountains, and then the 9th returned 
to Nieholasville, where it remained until July, when it 
moved southward to join the army of Gen. Sherman. It 
reached the vicinity of Atlanta on the 8th of August, and 
on the 9th joined the Cavalry Division under Kilpatrick, 
with whom it was employed in the operations around At- 
lanta, till the fall of the city, and afterwards in the great 
march to the sea. It was engaged at Stone Mountain, Ga., 
Sept. 13, 1864; at Lovejoy's Station, November 16; at 
Clinton, Ga., November 19; atGriswoldvitle, November 20; 
at MacoD, November 21 ; at Milledgeviilc, November 24; 
at Louisville, November 26 ; at Waynesboro', November 
28 and December 4 ;* at Cypress Swamp, December 7 ; near 

* On this oeoasino it charged wiili tlie sabre, taking four hundred 
prisoners, and tot its gHllniitry receiTed special notiee in Gen, Sher- 
nian'i report to the War Department. 



Savannah, December 9; Arnold's Plantation, December 11 ; 
and ut Altamaha Bridge, December 17. 

From December 18 it remained camped near Savannah 
until Jan. 27, 1865, when, with its division, it started on 
the Carolina campaign, crossing the Savannah River into 
South Carolina at Lister's Ferry on the 3d of February, 
In its progress through South and North Carolina, the regi- 
ment was engaged in the following fights and skirmishers : 
at Salkehatchie, S. C, February 6 ; White Pond, February 
9; Aiken, S. C, February 11; Lexington, February 15; 
Broad River Bridge, 8. C., February 17; Phillips' Cross- 
Boads, N. C, March 4; Wadesboro', N. C, March 5; 
Solemn Grove, N. G, March 10 ; Averysboro', N. C. (gen- 
eral engagement), March 15 ; BentonviUe, N. C. (general 
engagement), March 20 and 21 ; Raleigh and Smithfield 
Railroad, N. C, April 11 ; Ealeigh, N. 0., April 12 ; Mor- 
risville, N, C, April 13, 1805 ; the last-named fight result- 
ing in the surrender of Raleigh to Kilpatrick. Resuming 
the march, on the 14th the 9th moved by way of Chapel 
Hill (where the news of Lee's surrender was received), 
Hillsboro', Greensboro', and Lexington to Concord, where it 
encamped on the 14th of May, and where it was mustered 
out of service, July 21. It marched thence to Lexington, 
where it took railway transportation to City Point, Va., 
thence by river and bay to Baltimore, and then by rwl to 
Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Detroit, and Jackson, where it arrived 
on the 30th of July, and was paid and disbanded. It has 
been stated (and there is no reason to doubt the assertion) 
that the last hostile shot in the great Rebellion, east of the 
Mississippi, was fired by the 9th Michigan Cavalry. 
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ELEVENTH CAVALUY. 

regiment contained about thirty men from Branch 



County, all of whom, with the exeeptioo of two or three, 
were members of Company M. The regiment waa or- 
ganized at Kalamazoo, and left that rendezvous in Decem- 
ber, 1863, for the scene of war in the Southwest. 

After scouting in Kentucky about sis months, the 11th 
came in collision with the noted rebel cavalry leader, John 
H. Morgan, at Mount Sterling, and after a sharp action 
utterly routed his command. On the 12lh of June it came 
up with the remainder of his force at Cynthiana, and again 
the BODS of chivalry were compelled to fly before the men 
of Michigan. In the latter part of September, 1864, the 
regiment moved with its division on a long and tedious raid 
over the mountains to Saltville, Vii^iiiia. The place was 
found to be fortified and well defended by a lai^e force 
under General Breckinridge. The attack failed, and the 
command returned to Kentucky. 



In the latter part of November the 11th was ordered to 
East Tennessee, where it was engaged in the usual fighting 
with guerillas and rebel cavalry until the middle of Janu- 
ary, 1865, when it marched with General Stoneman on an 
important raid into Virginia. On the 16th of January it 
fought with Vaughn's Brigade all day near Abington, 
Va., completely routing it and capturing ail its artillery 
and two hundred and fifty men. After defeating Breckin- 
ridge's infantry, destroying the salt-works at Saltville, burn- 
ing an arsenal, and capturing a large quantity of supplies 
and artillery, the command passed over the mountains into 
Kentucky, three-fourths of the horses being worn out and 
the men dismounted. 

In the early part of March the raiment, with new 
horses, again went to East Tennessee, and joined another 
expedition of General Stoneman into North Carolina. At 
Salisbury, in that State, on the 12th of April, the command 
defeated a large force of the enemy, capturing eighteen 
hundred prisoners and twenty-two pieces of artillery,. It 
then passed on through South Carolina into Georgia, and 
on the 11th of May captured the cavalry escort of Jeflfer- 
son Davis near Washington, Geoi^ia. It then went back 
through South Carolina to East Tennessee. 

On the 20th of July, the 11th was consolidated with the 
8th Michigan Cavalry, taking the name of the latter regi- 
ment. The consolidated regiment waa mustered out in 
September, as already narrated. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

BATTERY A. PIBST LIGHT ABTIIiLBETf.' 

Common Name— Its Formation— Called the Coldwater Light Ar- 
ller,— Suns received at Detroit— Two-Thirds Volunteer for Three 
ears— Ranks Filled— Mneter-in — Firet Officers— Goes to the 



LS that uf " iBt Miehigan Baltflrj." 
tiigan in 1861-62, being Dumbered 
II the latl«r part of 1S63 »\ 
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Front— Soane in Cincinnati—" Stick to Cotdwater"— Sent to Weat 
Virginia— Rich Mountain— Reeeivaa Ten-Pound ParrotU- BattlsB 
of Blliwater and Greenbrier— Uieleae Preparaljons— Selected for 
Important Dutj— The Advftnee nnder Qen. Mitchell— The First 
Shot at Bonling Green— A Fumed March- Ad raaoB to Huntsvillo, 
Ala. — Important Capture — Saocess »t Bridgeport — Back to Louia- 
ville— aood servioe at Perryville— In the battle of Stone Kiver— 
Victory at Hoover's Gap— Defeat at Chickamaugu^Five Guns 
Lo<t— At Chattanooga till end of War— List of Membere. 

This battery waa almost universally kaowa imd mes- 
tioned by tbe name of ita first captain, " Loomis' Battery." 
Its formation was commenced very soon after the issuance 
of the President's first call for troops, on the 15th of April, 

1861. It was composed very lat^ejy of Branch County 
mea, its nucleus being an artillery company (so called) 
which had beco in existence in Coldwater for some time 
before the commencement of the war, under command of 
Capt. John W. Gulp. The recruiting of this company up 
to the required number was an easy (ask at that time, and 
was accomplished in a few days. Immediately afterwards, 
the men and officers of the " Coldwater Light Artillery" 
as tliey had named themselves, left, Coldwater for their de- 
signated rendezvous at Detroit, there to be organized and 
drilled for a term of service of (as they then believed) 
three months" Wuration, like that of the 1st Michigan In- 

Oa reaching Detroit the men of the battery made their 
first halt at the fair grounds, and in the same evening were 
most hospitably entertained at the Michigan JSschange 
Hotel. Soon afWr, they were marched to the fort (Wayne) 
near the city, for drill, military instruction, and practice 
under Lieut. Smith, a West Point officer, who had been 
assigned to that special duty. They here received their 
equipment of guns, — sis indifferent brass sis-pounders, in- 
cluding the one which they had previously used while re- 
cruiting at Coldwater, — all being the property of the State, 
and a part of its artiiiery armament, which then consisted, 
all told, of eighteen guns; the other twelve of which, ac- 
cording to the report of Quartermaster-Gen. Fountain for 

1862, were supposed to be dLstribuf^d among various towns 
and cities of the State. He says : " Our twelve remaining 
brass cannon might be collected together and rifled at an 
expense of about sixty dollars each." Certain it was, that 
without such alteration they were weil-nigh worthless, and 
even with it they could by no means be made good and 
serviceable pieces. The harnesses furnished to the battery 
were also incomplete and inferior in nearly every essential 
particular, but there was a full complement of excellent 
horses, purchased expressly for the use of the battery in 
Branch County. 

Early in May it was announced that the United States 
would accept the battery only on condition that the enlist- 
ments were made for a period of three years, and that such 
as declined to accept these conditions would 
and left at liberty to return to their homes. Under 



itere raised; the whole being officially c 
of Michigan Light Artillery i the batter 
from A to M inoloilre (omitting J). 

In fact, however, the battericB still o])erated separately, the field- 
offieera being aiaigned to staff duty. It it, therefore, impossible to 
give a oonneoted history of the regiment, but separate skalehes are 
fiirmiflied of those batieriea vrhich were largely from Branuh County. 



ibout one-third of the mea and some of the 
prospective officers withdrew. The ranks were very soon 
recruited to their full strength, and the battery was mus- 
tered into the United States service by Lieut.-Col. B. 
Backus, U. S. A., for three yeara from May 25-28, 1861. 

The wishes of the men were consulted in the selection of 
officers, and the following, recommended to the Governor, 
were duly commissioned ; 

Cyrus 0. Loomis, captain ; Charles A. Edmunds, Otis 
H. Gillam, first lieutenants; Roland Root, Robert Q. 
Chandler, second lieutcnanla. 

The " Coldwater Light Artillery" (afterwards designated 
as the "First Michigan Battery,'' and later as "Battery 
A, First Michigan Artillery") left Detroit, one hundred 
and twenty-three strong, on the 1st of June, and proceeded 
by rail for Cincinnati, where they arrived in the forenoon 
of Sunday, while the good people of that city were pre- 
paring for church services. Infantry troops, on their way 
to the seat of war, had already passed through the city, but 
no artillery had been seen there ; and as the command, 
with its grim guns and other imposing paraphernalia, 
moved through the streets, it was an object of great curi- 
osity. In the patriotic excitement of the occasion the 
people neglected the call of the church-bells, and congre- 
gated by thousands along the thoroughfares to gaze upon 
the novel and warlike spectacle. Especially was the ad- 
miration of hundreds of total-abstinence men and women 
manifested at sight of the magic word " Coldwater," painted 
on the caissons and limber- chests, for they believed it to bo 
an exponent of the strict temperance principles of the mem- 
bers of the battery. A benevolent-looking gentleman, 
evidently a clei^yman, addressed one of the officers, and, 
with pride and pleasure written all over his features, as he 
pointed to the inscription, said, " That's right, boys ; keep 
clear of whisky and stick to cold water! That and pa- 
triotism will take you through." The advice was excellent, 
but perhaps the battery boys temporarily forgot it after- 
wards in tbe smoke and dust of Perryville and Clucka- 
mauga. 

From Cincinnati the battery was moved by rail to Camp 
Dennison, being the first artillery command which ai'rived 
at that famous rendezvous. Several days later, it was 
moved by railroad to Marietta, Ohio, being greeted with 
great enthusiasm along the entire route, but particularly at 
Cbillicothe and Marietta. From the !attor place it was 
moved by steamboat down the Ohio to Parkersburg, W. 
Va., and thence (after an encampment of a few days) pro- 
ceeded by rail to Clarksburg, W, Va., where, with two or 
three Indiana infantry regiments, it was posted on the 
heights commanding the town and ite approaches. After 
a short stay at this place, the command moved to Buck- 
hannon, where a large body of Union troops were found 
concentrated, and where the men of the battery first saw 
Maj.-Gen. Geoi^e B. McClellan. Here also, during their 
stay of one or two weeks, they received their first inspec- 
tion, July 4, 1861, the inspecting officer being Brig.-Gen. 
Siii, who was afterwards killed at Stone River. 

On or about the 8th the battery moved with other 
troops towards Rich Mountain, a part of the Laurel Hill 
range, which is there cut by a defile through whiob .pagBe8 
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the Staanton and Western turnpike. On the west slope 
of this mountain a force of the enemy, about three thou- 
sand strong, WHS intrenched in heavj earthworks, and it 
was against this force that tlie armj of Gen. McClellan was 
moving. As they drew near the mountain in the afternoon 
of the 10th of July, the pickets of the enemy were enconn- 
t«red, and in a skirmiBh with them a man of the 9th Uhiu 
Regiment was killed. This was the first bloodshed seen 
by the soldiers of the battery, Karly the next morning 
the battle of Rich Mountain was commenced and fought 
by Gen, Rosecruns, with a detachment of the army con- 
nisting of the 8lh, 10th, and 13th Indiana, and 19th Ohio. 
The remainder of his forces, including the Coldwatcr bat- 
tery, were held by Geu. McCieiian in readiness to partici- 
pate, but their services were not required, for the Indiana 
regiments which were engi),ed went n witl a fury which 
was almost ferocity and ca ned all bef re tl em They 
recollected the stigma which had been <,ast upon troops of 
their State for discreditable behavior in the Mes can war, 
and one, at least ot their rej,nnenta hid inscribed on its 
colors the words No Buena Vista Thej had resolved 
on this occasion to wipe out (he old sta n and they did so 
most completely. 

From Rich Mountain the battery moved with its com- 
panion troops to Beverly, where it gave material assistance 
in the capture of a larj:^e quantity of fonigc and other sup- 
plies which were greatly needed. From that point it was 
moved to the defense of Cheat Mountain Pass, in which 
position it remained for some weeks, and while there wns 
newly equipped with ten-pounder rifled Parrott guns from 
the Pittsburgh arsenal ; the old artiiament being given to a 
battery, then recently formed, of Virginia Unionists. 

Though the battery had been in an exposed position, 
and for some hours under fire at the battle of Rich Moun- 
tain, its first actual engagement was that at the mouth of 
the Elkwater, W. Va., in the latter part of July, where it 
did good service. It was again engaged at Greenbrier, W. 
Va., October iS, where, With Howi's (regular) battery, it 
disabled all but one of the fifteen cannon which the enemy 
had upon the field, and also succeeded in exploding their 
magazine. It was under a hot fire for more than four 
hours, and ceased firing only when the last round of animu- 
uition was expended. In this action a loss of about sis 
hundred was inflicted on the enemy, while the Union loss 
was very sniall in comparison. In the night afler this 
engagement, the battery bivouacked on the Greenbrier 
Mountain, from which place it moved back to the camping- 
ground at Eik water. 

Soon after, it was moved to Huttonville, and here the men, 
thinking this would probably be the place of their winter 
quart«rs, commenced the construction of a suitable camp for 
that purpose. They wore, however, not long after removed 
to Philippi, where they again commenced the construction 
of winter quarters for men and horses, but once more their 
labor proved to have been expended in vain ; for in a few 
days after their arrival, orders were received from the War 
Department directing the battery to be transferred to Louis- 
ville, Ky., and its commander to report in that city to Gen. 
D, C. Buell. 

The cause of this transfer was a projected movement of 



Gen Buell southward from Lonisville through the Stales 
of Kentucky and Tennessee, to the Tennessee River. When 
this movement had been definitely decided on. Gen. Buell 
wrote to the War Department asking that one of the best 
regvlar batteries, one in which he could place confidence 
(for it was a characteristic of that morose martinet that 
he had little confidence in any volunteer troops, infantry, 
cavalry, or artillery) to occupy such positions, and to per- 
form such duties as could only be entrusted to skilled and 
tried artillerists in the contemplated campaign. To this 
application of Gen. Buell, Gen. Halleck replied, in effect, 
as follows : " I cannot send you such a n^Iar batt«ry as 
you desire ; but I send you, instead, Capt. Loomis' First 
Michigan Battery, which you will not find inferior in any 
respect to the best among the regular artillery." The order 
for the battery to report to Gen. Buoll in Louisville was the 
result of this correspondence. 

The command thereupon broke camp and marched to the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, at Webster, from which point 
the men, horses, armament, etc., were shipped by rail to 
Parkersburg, and thence by steamer on the Ohio River to 
Louisville. There Capt. Loomis received orders to join the 
division of Gen. 0. M. Mitchell, at his camp of instruction 
and organization at Bacon Creek. Here the command re- 
mained until February, 1802, when it advanced with the 
division towards Bowling Green, where the enemy was re- 
ported as being in heavy force. Upon approaching the 
town, it was found that the Big Barren River (on the south 
side of which the town is situated) was enormously swollen 
and impassable. This movement on Bowling Green had 
been a complete surprise to the enemy. Abbott, in his 
" Civil War in America" says of it, — " Gen. Mitchell, with 
his heroic, devoted, and thoroughly- disciplined band, had 
succeeded in cutting oS^ all intelligence of his movements, 
simply by their rapidity. He had sent out his scouts so 
adroitly in advance, that they seined every solitary one of 
the enemy's pickets, and no man succeeded in crossing the 
river to carry the news of his advance to Bowling Green. 
A cannon planted upon an eminence sent the first emphatic 
warning to the enemy, in the form of a shell. . . . The 
very first intelligence the enemy had of his approach was 
from the bursting of a shell in the midst of a railroad depot, 
where several regiments of the rebels were congregated. 
They were, however, preparing to evacuate, alarmed by the 
movement of the army and gunboats up the Cumberland. 
They had destroyed ail the bridges across Green River, and 
with trains of cars loaded with supplies, were preparing 
to escape through Nashville. The sudden fire from Gen. 
Mitchell's batteries scattered the foe in such consternation 
that they had not even time to fire the trains ; and the 
engines, the cars, and their abundant ft^ight were thus 
saved. That very night a rope ferry was constructed 
across the river, which by the early dawn had conveyed 
over enough of the cavalry and infantry to take possession 
of the town, the enemy flying before them." That first 
cannon-shot, sent screaming across the Big Barren as al^ve 
narrated by Abbott, was Bred by Lieut. Roland Root, of 
the First, Michigan Battery, and that battery it was, too, 
whose guns and horses were first crossed upon the frail 
soows of the rope ferry which he mentions. Abbott, how- 
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ever, is iacorrect in statiDg that " the engines, the cars, and 
their abundant freight were thus saved," for all escaped, 
except the one train attached to the locomotiTe which was 
disabled by the shot from Loomis' battery. 

The damages to the engine were repaired with but little 
delay, and with it Gen. Mitchell made a personal recoiinois- 
Banee along the railroad towards Nashville, being accom- 
panied by Capt. Loomis and other officers, and having 
with them a sniall force, ineloding one gun of this battery, 
under the immediate command of Lieut. Hale. A few days 
after, the battery was rapidly moved forward to " Murrell'a 
Cave," and after a short stay it was advaneed with the 
greatest possible speed to Edgefield, on the Cumberland 
River, opposite Nashville. So great was the haste in 
which this march was performed that in one day Lieut. 
Root, commanding the battery, had occasion to order eleven 
horses to be " cut out" and left by the way, lamed, ex- 
hausted, or otherwise disabled by the extreme severity of 
the work which they were forced to perform. The reason 
why this unusual speed was required was to gain control 
of the Cumberland River at Nashville at the earliest pos- 
sible moment, to prevent the destruction of boats on the river, 
and to afford assistance, if necessary, to the fleet of Com. 
Foote and the troops of Gen. Grant, which had a few days 
before accomplished the reduction of Fort Dorielson. 

The 1st Michigan, the foremost of the five batteries ac- 
companying Mitchell's force, entered Edgefield at headlong 
speed, and without a moment's delay took possession on a 
knoll upon the river-bank fronting Nashville, being the 
first Union battery which turned its guns upon that rebel 
city. The orders received by its commanding lieutenant, 
from Gen. Mitchell, were to double-shot with canister and 
promptly open fire upon the least indication of a movement 
along the river-banks. But no movement was made, and 
it proved that the enemy's forces had evacuated the city, 
which was occupied by the troops of Gen. Mitchell on the 
25th of February. The battery encamped on the Mur- 
freesboro' turnpike, where it remained for two or three 
weeks, and then moved on to the town of Murfreesboro', 
making a stay there of about the same duration. 

On the 3d of April it moved with the infantry troops 
successively through Wartrace, Sheibyville, and Fayetle- 
ville, on the Elk River, to Huntsville, Ala., the vicinity of 
which place was reached in the evening of April 10. In 
the early morning of he 11 h he advance entered Hunts- 
ville, having pre u ly o n up the railroad track above 
and below the own h p enting the trains coneen 
trated there from escap n Iwonty-four locomotives, oni 
hundred ears, ad e y la quantities of forage and mil 
itary stores were cap u d and better than all, a principal 
object of the espedition, the severing of communication be- 
tween Chattanoi^ and Corinth, by the line of the Mem- 
phis and Charleston Railroad, was accomplished. 

Soon after the occupation of the town (April 28) a 
tion of the Ist Battery, under charge of Lieut. Root, 
eompanied Gen. Mitchell on an espedition to Bridgeport, 
Ala., to destroy the railroad bridge across the Tennessee 
River at that point. They were transported by railroad to 
a place a short distance above Stevenson, Ala., where the 
guPB wer« taken fh)iu the cars, and for the remainder of 



the distance were hauled by the men, with incredible labor 
and difficulty, over roads and through morasses of the worst 
description to Bridgeport. Here they opened upon the 
enemy on the opposite side of the river with so much vigor 
as to compel him to evaoualo his position, — the second shot 
fired, striking and completely dismantling u iooomotive at- 
tached to a train loaded with military stores. The rebel 
commander, Gen. Leadbetter, caused the southern end of 
the magnificent railroad bridge to be set on fire, and then 
retreated with great precipitation. A considerable amount 
of for!4;e and other stores, which had been collected on the 
Bridgeport side by the enemy, fell into the hands of the 
Union forces, who, after burning the north end of the 
bridge (leaving the central spans unharmed), retired to Ste- 
venson, and thence to Huntsvi!!e,^the guns of the battery 
being hauled back to Stevenson by the aid of formers' oxen 
and mules which had been impressed into that service. 
Two guns captured at Bridgeport were also brought back 
in the same manner. 

On the 2d of July, Gen. Mitchell was superseded by Gen. 
Lovell H. Rousseau, under whose command the battery lay 
at Huntsville and immediate vicinity until the incursion 
of the rebel general Bragg into Tennessee, and his rapid 
march towards Louisville, Ky., compelled the evacuation 
of Huntsville, Ihe union of Gen. Rousseau's troops with 
the main body under Gen. Buell, and the march of the 
whole army to the Ohio River, In this movement the 1st 
Michigan Battery took part, and, passing northward through 
Tennessee and Kentucky, over nearly the samo route by- 
which it had advanced under Gen. Mitchell (except a de- 
tour by way of Elizabeth town and Salt River, Ky.), reached 
Louisville with the army of Gen. Buell about the middle of 
S pen be 1862. 

Af e a si t season of rest and reorganiEation, the army 
ai^ n fa ei outhward on the 1st of October, still bent on 
I puriu of Bragg, who had in the mean time started on 
he et ea ow irds Tennessee. Overtaking him at Chaplin 
H 11 nea P rryville, Ky., on the 8tb, the left wing of 
the Union anuy gave him battle, and a fierce engagement 
ensued. In that engagement Loomis' battery took so prom- 
inent a part that Adj.-Gcn. Robertson, in his official report 
for 1862, said of it that " it saved the right wing of the 
Union army i'rora being flanked in the itmportant action at 
Perryville, Ky." After this action the battery moved with 
the army to Tyree Springs and Nashville ; and thence, in 
the campaign of Murfreesboro', to the field of Stone River. 
There, in the great battles of Dee. 31, 1862, and Jan. 1 and 
2, 1863, it again distinguished itself as at Perryville, and 
was complimented in high terms by its corps commander, 
the brave and steadfast Gen. Thomas. 

Encamping at Murfreesboro', after the Stone River 
battle, the battery remained at that place until the advance 
of Roseerans' array on Tullahoma, June 24, 1863, when 
it moved with the column, and on the following day was 
hotly engaged at Hoover's Gap, Tenn,, where it silenced 
the enemy's batteries and added a new page to its already 
bright record. Thence, moving on through Manchester, 
Decherd, and Cowan, Tenn., to Stevenson and Bridgeport, 
Ala., it crossed the Tennessee River at the latter place about 
the 4th of September, passed over Raccoon, Sand, and 
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Lookout Mountains to McLemore's Cove, skimiiaiiing at 
various points on the route. Thence it proceeded to Chick- 
amauga, which it reached on the 19th, and entered the 
tremendous battle which raged there on that and the fol- 
lowing day. 

This was the hottest and most disastrous battle in its 
experience. In obedience to an order (from an evidently 
incompetent source) it moved to a position on the very 
skirmiah-Une, in a thicltet where its movements were neces- 
sarily cramped, and where, although within a few yards 
of the enemy's strong line, it had no adequate infantry 
support. No sooner had it taken its place there than a 
rebel regiment rose up IVom an ambush, and poured its 
volleys into the very faces of tlie cannoneers. Forty-sis 
horses and many men fell before this murderous discharge, 
and in hardly more time than is necessary for the recital 
five of the six guns were in the hands of the enemy. The 
guns were sulsequently retaken — four of them by Gen. 
Willich and the other by another command— in the cam- 
paign of the following year; the remaining gun being 
saved by a single horse, — " old Sam," — the only survivor of 
the splendid team belonging to it. The same fearful fu 
sillade which wrought all this disaster to the battery kilkd 
its brave commander. First Lieut. George W. Van Pelt of 
Cold water. 

At Cliiekamauga, Battery A fought ils lust battle. In its 
dismantled condiuon it retreated with the army to Ghatti 
noc^a. While here twenty-two of the men of the biltery 
re-enlisted as veterans, and the battery remained here till 
the close of the war, when it returned to Michigan, ainv 
ing at Jackson on the 12th of July. On (he 28th of thit 
month it was mustered out of service, and its members 
were paid and discharged soon afler. 
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George W. Van PelC,ColdwBtBr,2d llsnt.; eol. Oct. «, IMI ; IntUeul 
1862; klllHl In Bnlon at Chlekanuugm Tenn., Bb|>I. 19, IMS. 

AlmetfckW.WilLmr.QoincJ.aUient.! enl. Nov. 24, ISBi ; IslUem 
1863 ; capt, Sept. 6, IGei ; must, out Jul; £S, 1HG,1, with tniller; 

JoUn M. Tilton, Colilwaler, U lieiit.; eol. Sept. 2t, \mi; 1st lleui 

John W. Strefter, Union Cilj, iM lleot. ; enl. Sept. S, ISW; Ist lien! 

ISOO; RiiMt. ont Jnlf as, ISS5, »(lh Iwttei?. 
Williun R, Fset, Coldwnler, M Unit. ; lunsL ont July 28, I8«6, xilli 
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nuBt out July 28, 18I3K. 



Bmdb; 0. FsTDiHD, muBt. out Jul j 28, 1BC6. 
Sumuel W. Finue;, iliseh. for dlsiiblllt;, Ma; sa,ll 
Jnbn Golden, diich.tit end of lervlce, Mb; 81, ISOl. 
MarcuB A. Gage, iled al Stune Kiver, Tenn., J*b. It 

Warren J. Gould, diach. at end of aorvlce, Sept. 30. 18i 
Lumau B. OihiH, diteli. at sod of service, Hajr 31, I8« 
Ibboc OraeBbeck, died In acllon Ht Clilckanutuea, Teni 
Atr.hllHld Grave, diaob, at end of H^rvice. Jnne 13, I8( 



J«niH It llat-gerly, die.l or a:>m^,.Ha. 13, 186:!. 

J I Holisr, died at Cliaiilplin Hills, Ohio, Oct. 8, 18BJ, ot «ol 

CbarlBSE Haiti nga, diecb. March 31,136:). 

ainton A Hutchinson, mUBt.oiit July 28, 1866. 

Wn H Ilaynee, died at Cbattanooga, Tenn., May 31, [864. 

Alonso O Hidden, disch. at end of Bfivlce, S>.>pL 30, 1864. 

Btuce G Uawlej, diBtb, at and of seriioe, May 31, 1864. 

01 a lea B Judd, must, out July 28, 1865. 

Ueo y H Kello^ diBcb. at end of BerHoe, May »1, 1864. 

Martin Kelly, must, cut July 28, 186S. 

J I n W Kennedy, muBt. out July 28, 1865, 
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Ibijab P Lyke, inuat, out July 28, iUi. 
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John J Martin, muat. out July 28, 1865. 

David Nicholg, died at Stone Blver, Jan. 13. 1863, of nound 

Jsred Nicbola. 

Bernard O'Bourke, lianfl. to Vet. Rea. Cditb, May 16, 1364. 



W at»o Spencer, discb, it end of service. May 31, 

S.niuelJ Smith, muat. outJuly 28. 1365. 

01 arlM K. SlevenB, muit out July M, 1865. 
IjlvanuBTltue, disch. (brdiaiibnity, Mnrcb IS, ISi 
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BATTERy D, 



i Diioll's 



ItB Other Kttmea— FormaliOD itnd First Oflioert 

Army— First under Pire at Pea Ridge, Miss.— Bnek tu Louisville, 
Bnd thenoB to Chattanooga— It* Engagom eats— Lose of Guns M 
Ch iok am auga— Manning's Twenty -pound era at Chattanooga— To 
Nashrilleand Murfreeaboro'— In Oarrison at Fortress Roscoraos >o 
the End of the War— Slightly Engaged with Uood— Uetnrn Home 
— Liatof OHicers and Soldiers. 

This organization — the first official designation of which 
was the 4th Michigan Battery, but which was moat cota- 
moiily mentioned as " Church's Battery"— had ita rendez- 
vous at White Pigeon, with that of the Uth Infantry, the 
recruiting and organization of the regiment and the battery 
being nearly simultaneous, and the two commands leaving 
White Pigeon together for the front. Fully three-fourths 
of the members of the battery were rccvuited in Branch 
County (the recruiting stations being at Coldwater, Qnincy, 
and Union), but Calhoun, St. Joseph, and Hillsdale Coun- 
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The first oflicers of the battery were William W. An- 
drews, captain ; Josiah W. Cliuruh, of Coldwater, and 
James M. Beadle, of Union City, first lieutenants ; Ed- 
ward S. Wheal, of Quincy, and Henry Corbiu, of Union 
City, second lieutenants. 

Captain Andrews was soon after superseded by Captain 
Alonzo F. Bidwell, — formerly major of the 1st Michigan 
three months' regiment, — who resigned August 2, 1862, 
and was succeeded in the command of the battery by Jo- 
siah W. Church, promoted to captain at the same date. 

The Battery left Michigan on the 9th of December, 1861 
in company with the 11th Infantry, as before mentioned, 
and proceeded to join the army of General Buell in Ken- 
tucky. With that army it moved southward to the Ten- 
nessee River, arriving at Pittsburg Landing near the close 
of the fierce confiict of Sbiloh, and too late to take part in 
the battle. From Pittsbutg Landing it moved forward 
with the army to the neighborhood of Corinth, where 
Lieutenant Church's section was slightly engaged with the 
enemy at " Pea Ridge," Mississippi, this being its first ex- 
perience under hostile fire. After this it took part in the 
operations around Corinth until May 29, 1862. Later in 
that year it marched with Buell's army in the " chase" of 
the rebel Gen. Bragg to Louisville, Ky., and thence batk 
to Nashville, Murfreesboro', Tullahoma, and Chattanooga. 
During these campaigns it was present and engaged at Perry- 
■ville, Ky., Oct. 8, 1862 ; at Stone River, Dec. ai, 1862, to 
Jan, 2, 1863 ; at Hoover's Gap, Tenn., June 26, IBGH ; and 
at Chickamauga, Ga., Sept. 19 and 20, 1863, where its 
guns and entire e<juipment were captured by the enemy. 
From Chickamauga it retired with the army to Chatta- 



nooga, where the men were placed on duty in Fort N^ley, 
to man a battery of twenty-pound Parrott guns, which they 
used with effect on the enemy in the actions at Lookout 
Mountain and Misfaon Ridge, Nov. 24 and 25. 

The battery movgd from Chattanooga, December 5, for 
Nashville, where it went into winter quarters. On the 3d 
of March, 1864, it proceeded to Murfreesboro', and remained 
there as part of the garrison of Fortress Rosecrans until 
the end of its term of service. At that place it was sev- 
eral times (from Dec. 12 to 16, 1864) slightly engaged 
with the extreme right of the rebel army of Hood, then 
operating against Nashville. On the 15th of July, 1865, 
it left Tennessee for Michigan, and on the 22d of the same 
month arrived at Jackson, where it was soon after paid and 
discharged. 

MEMBERS OF BATTERY T TKOM BKANCH COUNTY. 
Jo8i«h W. I^hnrcb, Coldnnmr, lat llcnt.; enl. S^pt 1, 1861 ; cap!., Aug. 2, 1802; 

major, Marifa 14, I8M ; res. Uarcli 14, 18(4, (or dinHiilUT. 
JumeaH. Bfodle, Unkinaiy.Sd hent.; enl. Sept. 2, UGl ; res. June 20,1862. 
Ueiirj B. CorbiD. Union Cllf. 2d lleut.; enl. 8eptl0.1SSI; let lient, June SO, 

IB62 ; CHpt , March Kl, 1 864 ; must, ont at end of service, Teb. S, 1805. 
Edward S. Wiieat, Qnincj, lat lienl. ; enl. June 2U, 1862 ; mysl. out M end of 

iierv:c», Feb. S, 1666. 
Daniel W. Sswj'er, ttuinty. 3il lleut: enl. Abk,!;,1862; l»t llent., M«rrti23, 

1664 ; must, out at eud of Berr.'ce, Jau. »1. 1865. 
Jemo B. Fuller, ColdwatiT, 21 lienl.; enl. Sept. 24. 1S62; capt,, Teh. 8, ISfiSj 

mnal. uiil Aug. 3, 1S6B, irltl. katterj. 
Solomon E. Lawrence, tiiion City, 2d lieut.; enl. March 21, 186i; 1st lleut,. 



Myron Austin, murt. out Aug. 3, 186S. 

George E. Alkeu, mu-t. out Aug. 3, IBM. 

Henry C, AOnma, iliM:li. tor dlBabiUty, Majr 27, 1862. 

Benjamin F. Barber, disch, at ena of serTic", Sept. 17, 1S64. 

William H. Bsck, mint iiut at end ol serilce, Bapt 17, 1864. 

Harvex Barry, disci., tor dlMblllly, Oct, 2&. 1862. 

William H, BncH, diacii, at end of wrvice. Sept, 17, 1864. 

Sidnej Buell, Irans. to Vet. Eea. Corps, April 30, 1864. 

Charlea Bnrnell, mmt. out Ang. S, 1865. 

ErJistas Barber, died of dlaeaie at While Tigeon, Mich.. Cac. 



larvejBllls, diath. fordlsal 



Aaron Baglej, Jr.. muel. ont Aug. 3, 1865. 
AiiallD Burhelt, must, out Ang. 3, 1805. 

Charie.W. Champing, tmni. to Vet. Ees. Corps, April :10, 1864. 
John Cliirais, diKh. for dlaaLllil;, Apiil 28, 1862. 
John H. Chlvoia, disch. at end of aer.ice. Sept 17, 1S64. 

Jereiuisli A. ChiTcli, dlfcli. for dlsabllilj. Jn); 9, 1863. 

BoUert Craufbnl, niuit. ont Aug. 3. 1866, 

Jolin C. CorWn, died of disease, at Ch»t1ann<«a, Tenn., Sept. 26, 11 

Ira Gnunlall, dlMh. by older, Juue 30, Vm. 

Johii A. Callioon, must, ont Aiig. 3. 1860, 

Willjnin M, Corey, must, ont Ang. 3, 1866, 

Stephen W. GluplnHn, must, out Ang, », 1S6S. 

John OlBi-d, DiUil. out Aug, 3, 1866, 
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Frank Haymaker, mQil, out Aug. 3, 186B. 




Levi B. Halstnd, disch. for diuMLlty, April 23, 18S 








LewiaK Jacobs. 
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Alonio 0. Kimbail, diach. by orier, Jnns IT, 1365. 
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SamuBt Kilburn, disch. at end of service, Supt. 11. 
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Wllliun H. Kcliogg, trana. lo Vet. Km. Corps, Apr 




Celeb H. Lincoln, died of dlseaBe M Naahillle, Ten 


n., Jan. 4, 1 


Wm. H. tincorn, muBl. out Aug. 3, 1865. 




ComeliuB B. Leech, muit. out Aug. 3, 1B6S. 
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Caleb SiminonB, died of diseHC at Cincinnall, Ohio, July 16, 18 
Btliin v. Slarke, died of disease at Gallatin, Teon., Dec. H, 18 
AugHstus F. Taylor, disch. at end of service, Sept. 17, 1B64. 
Allien D. Tyler, diBcb. for dimbtllty, July II, 1862, 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

BATTERY P. 

Its Na,inea, Plaea of Formation, and Oflioers— To Kentuckj in March, 
1862— A DetnobmeM nt Henderdoo— A Diulariilj Murder— Keoep- 
tion of Ouns, etc— Defeat at Richmond and Loes of Guns— Again 
Bquipped atLouiaville—OneSectionaotgagBinstMorgiMi— On Dutj 
ia KuDtudky- C*pt. Hale made Major- Over CumbeTlaod Moun- 
taina— Oo Dutj at Kooivillo— In the Georgia Campaign of 1861— 
Ita Engagemeata— Victory after Victory— First Shell into Atlanta 
— Silettcing Bebel Batteries at Utny Creek— After Hood— Baolc lo 
Chattanooga and Columbia— Cut off from Thomas' Army — A LOQg 
Detour to join him— In Battles nf FranUin Hod Nashville— To 
Washington in January, 1365— Thence to North Carolina— Homa 
at tAst- Its Officers and Soldiers. 

Th[S battery, 6rst known (like its predecessor, Battery 
A) as the " Coldwat«r Light Artillery," afterwards desig- 
nated as the "Sixth Michigan Battery," and still as "BaU 
tery F, First Michigan Light Artillery," was composed 
largely of men of Braach County, recruited and organiied 
at Coldwater in October, 1861, and mustered into the 
service of tho United States, by Lieut,-Col. J. R. Smith, 
U. S. A., Jan. 9 and Feb. 14, 1862, for the term of three 
years. The original officers of the battery were John 8. 
Andrews, captain ; Luther F, Hale, Norman S. Andrewa, 
first lieutenants; George B. Tyler, Henry A. Huteon, 
second lieutenants. 

The company, full in numbers and in excellent spirits and 
condition, left the State on the 3d of March, 1862, and pro- 
ceeded tio Louisville, Ky., where they were to receive their 
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equipments. While riwuitin<; tlieEe,thej were stationed, fair 
drill and instruction, at West Point, Ky., about twenty niilcs 
below the city of Louisville, Prom that place a detach- 
ment of the company, acting as infantiy, was sent in the 
latter part of June with the Louisville Guard, Capt. Daly, 
— all being under hia command, — -to Henderson, Ky., on 
the Ohio Kiver, to protect that place and disperse a band 
of guerrillas who were reported to have made an incursion 
there. While on this duty, Lieut. George B. Tyler was 
shot and killed in cold blood by a guerrilla or citizen sym- 
pathizer with rebels. This cowardly and treacherous act 
was consummated while Lieut. Tyler was quietly sitting 
upon the steps of a house in Henderson, in company with 
Capt. Daly and Lieut. Daly, of the liouisville Guard. This 
was the first casualty sustained by the company. 

Returning from the Henderson espedition, they received 
their horses, guns, and other equipments, and the company 
became a battery in fact as well as in name. Immediately 
following this it was moved by railroad to Lexington, Ky., 
where it was for the time attached to Gen. Cruft's brigade, 
and with that command marched towards Richmond, Ky,, 
to meet the invading force under the rebel Gen. E. Kirby 
Smith. 

The battle of Richmond opened in the morning of the 
30th of August by a tremendous attack of the enemy on 
the brigade of Gen, Manson, who was about four miles in 
advance of Gen. Cruft. The latter, hearing the noise of the 
battle, pressed up with all speed to the assistance of Mao- 
Bon. The 6th Battery was soon in position and engaged, 
doing good service ; but notwithstanding the bravery of 
officers and men, not from any fault or shortcoming of 
theirs, but from lack of sufficient infantry support, and as 
a result of the general disaster and rout of the day, they 
lost all their guns, the greater part of their horses, and all 
their camp and garrison equipage. They also lost several 
killed and wounded, and a large number of men taken pris- 
oners, but paroled on the field. 

The remainder of the company fell back with Cruft's 
command to Lexington, which was evacuated by the Union 
forces, and ali retired to Louisville, where the battery com- 
mand was encamped about three miles outside the city. 
Here, after a time, they received a partial equipment, and 
the battery was reorganized. The vacancies caused by the 
death of Lieut. Tyler, as before mentioned, and by the 
resignation of Lieut. Henry A. Hutson, July 19, 1862, 
were filled by the promotion of Byron D. Paddock and 
Geoi^e Holbrook to be second lieutenants. 

About this time a guerrilla raid through Elizabethtown 
and adjacent portions of Kentucky was made by the rebel 
Gen. John Morgan, and one section of the battery, 
under Lieut. Paddock, was ordered to join Capt. Gay, of 
the cavalry in their pursuit. This service was performed, 
and upon its return this section was moved across the 
Ohio to Jefferson ville, Ind., but soon after returned to 
Louisville and joined the remainder of the Battery, The 
Battery remained at that place until the close of the year, 
and while there completed its equipment. The resignation 
of Gapt. Andrews was here tendered and accepted, being 
dated Dee. 5, 1862, leaving Capt. Luther F, Hale (pro- 
moted from first lieutenant, December 5) in command. 



One section of the Buttery, under Lieut. Paddock, was 
stationed at Bowling Green, and on the 13th of December 
the other two sections, under Capt. Hale, were moved to 
Munfordville for the protection of the great railroad bridge 
at that point. In these positions the two portions of the 
Battery remained through the winter, spring, and early part 
the summer of 1863. About the first of July, in that 
year, the section of Lieut, Paddock moved to the fortifica- 
tions at Glasgow, Ky., and not long afterwards rejoined 
the other sections at Munfordville. In October the entire 
command moved to Glasgow, where it remained until near 
the close of the year. During this year (Aug. 3) a special 
order of the War Department had been issued recognizing 
the several Blichigan batteries as composing the "First 
Regiment Michigan Light Artillery," in which Capt, Hale 
had been made major, by promotion dated Sept. 1, 1863 ; 
Lieut. Paddock being advanced to the captaincy of the bat- 
tery, made vacant by Capt, Hale's promotion. In the new 
regimental oiganization the battery was designated as " Bat- 
tery F, 1st Michigan Light Artillery." 

On the 24th of December, 1863, the Battery left Glas- 
gow, aud proceeded by way of Louisville to Nicholasvllle, 
Ky., and thence over the Cumberland Mountains, by Hail's 
Gap and Burnside Point, to Knosville, where it arrived on 
the 22d of January. On this march both men and horses 
suffered severely from the extreme coid and the scarcity of 
rations and forage. At Knosville the Battery remained on 
garrison duty until the 24th of April, when it was newly 
equipped with ten-pounder Parrott guns and assigned to 
the 2d Division of the 23d Army Corps. 

With that division it left. Knoxville and marched south 
to join the army of Gen. Sherman, then preparing to move 
against Atlanta. The route ran through Charleston and 
Cleveland, Tenn., to Red Clay, Ga. (which last-named place 
was left on the 7th of May), and thence by Rocky-faced 
Ridge through Snake-Creek Gap to Resaca, Ga,, where the 
Battery did good service in the battle of May 12, in which 
the 2d Division lost nearly one-third of lis numbers. The 
battery was also engaged in skirmishes almost daily. On 
the 17th it moved south, across the Ostanaula and Coosa- 
watchie Rivers, and on the 20th camped at Ca^ville, re- 
maining there till the 2'ii, when it again moved south, 
crossing the Etowah River aud engaging in a lively fight 
with the retiring enemy. 

It crossed Pumpkin- Vine Creek on the 26th, and was 
constantly engaged in skirmishing, marching and counter- 
marching until the 9th of June, when it was engaged in 
the fight at Lost Mountain. Again, on the 11th, it was 
engaged, and on the 14th shelled the enemy out of his 
works. From this time the skirmishing was continuous 
until the 22d, when the battery took part in the action at 
Kulp's House, in which the 20th and 23d Corps were en- 
gaged. It was in the battle of Kenesaw Mountain on the 
27th of June, and on the 8th of July drove .a rebel bat- 
tery from its position at the Chattahoochee River, causing 
it to abandon one of its guns. The battery crossed the 
Chattahoochee on the 11th, and assisted in driving the 
enemy out of Decatur. 

On the 21st of July it was engaged between Decatur 
and Atlanta, and the same day threw the first shell from 
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the Union lines into the latter city. On the 22cl, the 
Battery took position fifteen hundred yards from the 
enemy's works, and from that time kept up a s!ow but 
steady and constant fire upon the city, until the niglit of 
August 1, when with the 23d Corps it moved around the 
rear of the army and took position on the estreme right, 
at East Point. On the 4lh the Batt«ry was engaged in 
a severe fight at Utoy Creek, in which the equipments and 
wheels of two of its guns were destroyed, notwithstanding 
which it held the position and succeeded in silencing two 
of the enemy's batteries. On this occasion tho Battery at- 
tracted much attention and fevorable comment on account 
of its stubhorn and effective fighting, and from this time 
until the fall of Atlanta it was almost constantly engaged 
in skirmishing with the enemy. 

Upon the evacuation of the city by Hood, Battery F 
took part in the pursuit, following the retreating enemy to 
near Jonesboro'. It then returned to Decatur and went 
into camp, but resumed pursuit on the 4th of October, 
crossing the Chattahoochee River, striking the railroad 
near Marietta, following the track to Kingston, and then 
crossing to Rome. It left Rome on the 14th, and passed 
through Resaca and Snake-Creek Gap, where it camped 
and remained until the 19th. It then marched to the 
westward, crossed the Alabama line, and reached Cedar 
BlnflB, on the Coosa River, on the 2Ist. Leaving Cedar 
Bluffs on the 27th, on the 30th of October the battery ar- 
rived at Chattanooga, where it was newly equipped, after 
its arduous campaign of six months' duration, in which it 
had moved and fought through the hills and passes of 
Tennessee, Geoi^ia, and Alabama, a distance of more than 
eleven hundred miles. 

Early in November the command, in company with the 
23d Army Corps, was moved by rail to Nashville, and 
thence to Johnsonville, on the Tennessee River, where it 
was encamped from ihe 11th to the 24th of that month. 
It then broke camp and marched with the 1st Brigade of 
the 2d Division in the direction of Columbia, and remained 
in tho field near that point until December 1, when, on 
the approach of Hood s army it commenced the retreat 
with Its brigade from near Beards Ferry, on the Dutch 
River, to Nashville makin,, i forted march, in which it 
became necessary to imprcs the horses and mules of far- 
mers along the route to supply the places of battery- horses 
which were " cut out and left by the way. 

Arriving within seven miles of Nashville on the night of 
the 2d, the enemy was found to be in force in front and occu- 
pying the roads to the city. In short, the command found 
itaelf cut off from the army of Gen. Thomas. It therefore 
became necessary to fall back, and under cover of night 
a successful retrograde movement was accomplished, the 
brigade capturing two of the cavalry pickets of the enemy, 
The march was continued in good order and without halt 
during the whole of the night. In the morning a rest of an 
hour was taken, and the march then resumed and continued 
to Charlotte, where the Battery encamped, after a rapid and 
almost unbroken march of thirty-six hours, in which a dis- 
tance of sixty miles had been accomplished. 

Again, early in the morning of the 4th, the men were on 
the road and pressing on with all practicable speed towards 



Clarksville, which place was not reached until the afternoon 
of the 5th, when the Battery, with the other troops, crossed 
the Cumberland River and camped. They remained there 
during that night and the following day, then, resuming 
the march, proceeded along the right bank of the Cumber- 
land and arrived at Edgefield, opposite Nashville, in the 
evening of the 8th. Recrossing the river, the battery 
moved to the south of Nashville, and participated actively 
and gallantly in the operations from the 12th to the 16th 
of December, including Thomas' groat and decisive battle 
which crushed and routed the army of Hood. This closed 
its service in the field for 1864. Its equipment was re- 
plenished at Nashville, and in its reorganization fifty men 
of ihe battery had re-enlisted as veterans. 

Early in 1865 (January 19), Battery F left Nashville 
with Gen. Schofield's corps, under orders to move to Wash- 
ington, D. C. Its equipment — except horses — was turoed 
over to the proper officer at Louisville, and the command 
proceeded by river to Cincinnati, and thence by rail to Wash- 
ington, arriving there February 2. Seventeen days later 
(^having in the mean time received a new armament of 
Rodman guns) the Battery moved to Alexandria, and on 
the 20th took transports fur Fort Fisher, N. C, but arriving 
there on the 24th, after the reduction of that stronghold, pro- 
ceeded without disembarking to Morehead City and thence 
by railroad to Newbern, reaching there on the 26th On 
the 3d of March, Battery F left Newbern with the 1st Di- 
vision, and on the lllth was engaged with the enemy at 
Wise's Forks, in which action it muntaintd its pievious 
high reputation for gallantry and efficiency It reached 
Kingston on the 15th, and on the 21st arrived at Golds- 
boro', remaining there until the 5th ol \[ril when having 
become short of men, it was ordered bjck to Newbern to 
refit for field service ; being at the same time detached from 
the 1st Division. But its field service was over, for the 
Confederacy was crushed and its warlike power gone. The 
battery, then under command of Lieut. George Hawley 
(Capt. Paddock having resigned April 6, 1862), remained 
at Newbern until June, 1865, when ifc faced homeward, 
moved to Washington, and thence to Jackson, Mich., where 
it arrived on the 24th, and was mustered out of service on 
the 1st of July. The record of lis service from first to last 
was a good and an honorable one. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 



BATTEKY G. 



Kaisei) at Coldnater and KolamaJEoo— First OfBoers and NoD-Com- 
missioned OBicere— To Louisvillo, Kj., in February, 1862— Ec[uipped 
—To CurahorlaDd Gap in May— To West Virginia in Norember— 
To tho Yazoo River in Heoember— Tbe Battle of Chiokaaaw Bayou 
—To Arkaneas Post- To Vloksburg nnd Cnrrolton, La.— To Texas 
in November, 1B63— Its Servioes there— Back to Lonisiana in June, 
1874— To Mobile In October— Operations in April, ]86&— Mustered 
out in duguet— List of Officers and SoldierB. 

This battery was made up chiefly of men belonging in 
Branch County, Ileeruiting for it was commenced at 
Coldwater by Capt. Charles H. Lanpbere, in the fall of 
ISei. At the suggestion of Col. Charles E. Stuart, of 
the " Stuart Rifles" (afterwards designated as the I3th 
Michigan Infantry), the rendezvous of Lanphere's Buttery 
was established at Kalamazoo, where its ranks were filled, 
and it was mustered into the United States service, one 
hundred and sixty-six strong (officers and men), Jan. 16, 
1862, The original officers of the battery were Charles 
H. Lanphere, captain ; Edwin O. Lanphere, Alvin T. 
Lanphere, first lieutenants ; James H. Burdick, Kobert M. 
Wilder, second lieutenants. Its no n-cotn missioned officers 
were Orsemus Doty, orderly sergeant ; George L, Stillman, 
quartermaster-sergeant; AJanson Con kjing, Horace Smith, 
Ira G, Wisner, Edwin E, Lewis, Simeon H. Frank, Theo- 
dore F. Garvin, sergeants ; Elliott M, Burdick, Jonathan 
G. Waltham, Adam V, Thompson, Abraham Cooper, Elisha 
Moyer, James S, Briggs, Sylvester B. Wright, Oliver Frank- 
lin, Hiram L, Brace, Joseph Woolston, Richard Hart, 
Moses A. Hewitt, corporals. 

Under a misconstruction of orders (which were intended 
to apply only to the 13th Infantry, but which were inter- 
preted as including also Capt. Lanphere's command), the 
battery, in company with the 13th, left Kalamazoo on tho 
12th of February, 1862, and proceeded to Louisville, Ky., 
where it arrived February 14, and soon after received the 
equipment which it should have received at Kalamazoo, and 
which had followed the battery from that point by way of 
New Albany, Ind. On the 4tli of March it was moved to 
West Point, Ky. ; thence, April 1, to Louisville; and i hence, 
May 3, by way of Lexington, Ky., to Cumberland Ford, 
where it arrived May 18. From this place it moved, with 
the forces of Erig.-Gen. Moi^n, by way of Big Creek 
Gap, — a distance of one hundred and fifty miles, — to Cum- 
berland Gap, where it arrived on the 18th of June, tbe 
enemy having evacuated the gap the previous morning. 

Here tbe battery remained until September 17, when it 
was moved northward, and arrived at Greenupsburg, Ky., 
on the Ohio River, Oct, 4, having used but one ration in 
a march of sixteen days, and having skirmished with the 
enemy at Caney Bott<>m, Ky, From Greenupsbui^ it was 
moved to Portsmouth, O., and in November, 1862, the 
battery formed a part of the forces of Gen. Coi, moving 
I up the valley of the Groat Kanawha, in West Virginia, to 
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Oanley Bridge, whieh had been evacuated by the enemy 
one day before tlieir arrival. On thia caiupaijj;n the Bat- 
tery did excellent service. Prom West Vii^inia it was 
moved to Cincinnati, where it arrived November 21, and 
moved thence to Memphis, Teno., reaching that city De- 
cember 3. There it joined the command of Gen. Sher- 
man, and left on the 20th with the expedition destined for 
the Yazoo River, in Mississippi. On this expedition it 
took part in the battle of Chickasaw Bayou, — December 28 
and 29, — in which action it used two thousand one hundred 
and sixty rounds of ammunition and performed good and 
gallant service. Here Capt. Lanphere was wounded, leav- 
ing the Battery temporarily in conmiund of First Lieut 
Robert M. Wilder, who had received promotion to th^t 
grade Oct. 22, 1862, Firat Lieuts. A T Lanphen. iud E 
0. Lanphere having resigned, — the former on the 5th of 
June and the latter on the 24th of Oetobi.r, 1862 

The Battery embaiked Jan. 2, 1803, to mov*. with the 
expedition against Arkansas Post, under command of Gen 
McClernand. During the fight there and the cnpture of 
that place it was not engaged, but was held in reserve It 
was then moved to Young's Point, and thence to Milliken s 
Bend, where it was on duty until April 8, when it embarked 
on transports and successfully ran the blockade at Grand 
Guif, after which it took part in the campaign in which 
Gen. Grant moved his army to the rear of Vicksbur^ On 
the 2i!d of April it participated in the sharp fi^lit at Choc 
taw Bayou, and was engaged in the battle of Pirt Gibson 
(or Thompson's Hills) on the 1st of May, 1863 Bittery 
Or acquired much distinction in the latter contest and was 
thus mentioned in the report of Gen. McClernand 

" The splendid practice of Lanphere's and Fester s B it 
teries disabled two of the enemy's guns and contributed 
largely to out success." 

Again the Battery was engaged at Champion Hills, May 
16, and at Black River Bridge on the following day. On the 
19th it arrived at Vicksburg. It was among the batteries 
which first opened fire on the works and town, and was 
present and actively engaged in the operations against the 
place until the surrender, on the 4th of July. Taking 
part in the movement on Jaotson, it was engaged in the 
skirmishes of the 8th, 9th, and 10th of July, and on the 
11th took position before the fortifications of the town, and 
gave valuable aid Cowards the defeat and expulsion of the 
enemy. 

After the evacuation of the rebel works the Battery re- 
turned to Vicksbut^, and in August was moved by trans- 
ports to Carroilon, La., where it remained stationed there 
through the months of September and October. Early in 
November it was transpoi'ted to New Orleans, where on the 
13th of that month it was embarked for Brazos Santiago, 
Texas. On reaching there it was ordered to Aransas Pass, 
where it arrived November 20, and marched thence towards 
Fort Esperausa, on Matagorda Island. It arrived near the 
works on the 27th, and on the 29th was warmly engaged 
"With the enemy. From that time it remained in the 
vicinity until December 30, when it moved to Deorow'a 
Point. 

Jan. 4, 1864, it moved up the bay to Indianola, and was 
posted there till the latter part of Way, having been several 



times engaged in skirmishes with the enemy during that 
time. Then it was moved back to Fort Esperanza, and on 
the 13th of June embarked on transports and proceeded 
to New Orleans and Carrolton, La. It remained at Carrol- 
ton till October 9, when it was moved by water to Mobile 
Bay, arriving at Fort Morgan on the llih, and soon after 
went into camp at Navy Cove. The Battery remained in 
the vicinity of Fort Morgan until the 10th of April, 18li5, 
when it was moved up in front of Mobile, and took part in 
the operations against the city until the surrender of that 
place. It was then ordered to garrison the " Bay Battery 
defenses" of Mobile, and continued on that duty till the 
19th of July, when, under orders to that effect, it left Mo- 
bile Bjy for Michigan, and was mustered out of service 
and discharged at Jackson, Aug. 6, 1865. 
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George V.ndine, Co. B; mint, out June 30, 1865. 


Martin Vanderhoof, Co. M; must. OHt Feb. la, 1856. 


George E. Walcott, Co. E ; must, ont June 30, 1865. 


Jasper L, Wooden, Co, A ; musL out Hucll 17, 1866, 


Julii»M.W>rd, Co. El Dlust.outJuDe30, 180^. 






SEVENTH CAVAIRY. 


TWENTT-FIFIH INFANTRY. 


Edwiird Carr, Co. F ; trana, to 1st Midi. Oa.., No., IT, 1865. 


Oliver H. Blanchsrd, Co. E; diod of disease It NflshvillD, Tenn., Feb. 13, 1855. 


EliahaDiimorcat^ Co. H; trans, to Ut Mich. Civ„ No.. 17, IS06, 




Peter M, Dubeiidorr, Co. M; must, out Dec, 8, 1805, 


Baivaid P. Wliilmore, Co. D; dlsch, far disability, Mareii 25, 18fa. 


Jnnres Elired, Co. 0: must, out March a7, 1805. 


Bruce 0. Wil«.«, Co, B; mint, out June 21, 1B63, 




TWBHTlf-SIXTH IHFANTRY. 


Mi ha 1 ha ouBe!oo.Fi'qinal, out Dec 16,1865, 
Mos Kan use, On. F ; must out Dec, 16, 1806. 


Nelson Kenney, Co. G; died of disease at Alexandria, Va., Dec. 20, 1833. 








TWBNTr-SEVBNTH INFASTST. 


V, llllam H lilman, Co. 11; most, out Dec. IS, 1S65. 




iBlesHO«erhoul,Co, L; mustout Dec, 16,1865, 




William S Page, Go, A; trans, to 1st Mich, Cav,, Nov. 17, 1865. 




Ulna 1 Van Gilder, Co, H : must, ont Dec. 8, 1865. 


Abrwo R Colbum, N, C S. ; must, ont June 30, 1665. 




OsMi D ntne,Q>. Dimun. autJiiae30,lg«5. 


G g V n Qie*l.ii, Co, B ; must, out Dec, 15, 180S. 


Tbadd na EddingKn, Co. A ; murt, out June 30, 1886. 




Th InasB Furley, Co. A; muBl, out June 30, 1865. 


MERRILL H0B3B. 


Jam IB FiiaIei,Co.D;niuBt.ontJune30,1§l)5. 


Henry H, lArkln, Co, L ; must, out May 4, 1805, 


ChK les A. Gill»rt, Co. A i mnsl. out June 30, 1865. 




Jama" A- Kent, Co. D ; niiisl. out Juno 30, 1865. 


BATTERY 0, FIRST LIGHT ARTILLERY. 


Alex Lesp ence, Co. D ; Diunt. out June 30, ises. 


Harry Brown, 


Fl yd Houlton, Co. A ; mu=t. oat June 30, 1865. 




John aulliTan, Co. A ; must, out June 30, 1806. 


Benjamin Cole, died in ho»pit»l at Camp CSear Creek, July 16, IB62. 


Pelet H. Van Etten, Co. A ; must, out June 30, 1S65. 


George W. Cole, must, out June ii, 1665. 


Asa Woolcoll, Co. H ; must, out Juno 30, 18B5. 


Warren R. Corey, rausl. onl Juno 24, 1805, 




Merrill Fuller, must. on. June 21, 1800. 


0MB HUNDRED AMD SBCOSD V. 8. COLUBKO TROOPS. 


Hirsm Fergmion, must, out June 24, 186,5. 


John DoUnr, Co. B; n.uat out Sept. 30, 18115. 


Albri^ge y. Haldlnj, must, ont June 24, 180,5, 


George H. Golna, Co. B ; must, out Sept. 30, 1805. 


William H, Harria, must, out JuneM, 180.5. 


George 0. Snitlli, Co. B; must, out Sept. 30, 18ti,5. 


Wllllani A, Hall, died in bospilal al SI. Louis, Mo,, Jan. 13, 1802. 




George W, Houok, must, out June 24, 1805. 


John H. Thomas, Co. C ; must, out Sept. 30, 1S65. 


Seymour H. Hoyle, must, out June 24, 1805. 


CharleB Johua, Co. I ; must, out Sept. 30, l»W. 


Amos Hunt, dlsch, for disability, April 1, 1863. 






DUESLEB-S SilABPanoOTBRS. 


L-.renm Moslicr, must, out June 24, 1865. 


Ji.niPS Curtis, Benjamin Carter, Ellslia E. Pliilo, Wallace W. Tl.mt, Bjron E. 


Ailelbert Mudge, must, out June 24, 186S. 
John C. McLean, niusl, out by older. 




John a, Nlobola, must, ont June 24, 186-^, 


FIFTH NEW YORK INFANTRY (DURYBA'9 ZOUAVES). 


William Sweeney, dlsch. to re-enlist as reteran. Dee, 28, 1803, 


F. It. Newberry, eiil. In April, 1861 ; must, onl Maj- 14, 1863; wUh regiment in 


Thomas J. Stewart, diech, by order, June U, 1805. 


the prlneipal latllea of the Army of the Poloniac. 


Jcseidi Tubia, muat, out June 24, 1S06. 




Henry H. Wilber, 




Hin.m Wiser, must, out June 24, 1805. 




Ira A, Wright, must out by oidei', July 8, 1B65. 




George Winter, muat, out June 22. 1865. 


laf.; took pirliTi the naval engagement at Fort Jackson and in the eap- 




lure of New Orleans ; dlsch. Uuroli i, 1804. 


BATTBKY B. 




Wllllnm H. BariT, mnst, out Aug. 30, 1605, 


riBST CAVALRY. 


Kara C. Chase, disch. by ordei-. May 20, 1805. 


Samuel h. Bran, O^id, U Uout., April 11, 1805; niusl. ont, March 10, 1806, nllli 


Porter B, Bewllt, trans, to Vet, Res, Corps, Oct, 18, 1864. 




Alonio Randall, must, out Aug, 30, 1865. 


Barton S. TibbiB, Coldwater, 2d lleut."[as sergl.), July 10, \S«,; must out 






BATTERY I. 


Vnillam Bronson. Co. B; mnat. out M»rc1. 10, 1866, 


Thomna Brady. 


John Dennie, Co. G ; rauat. out Dee. S, 1865. 


Theodore Ciaig, must, ont Jnly H, 1805. 


EllshaDemarett, Go. H ; matt, out March 25, 1806. 


W. H. Compton, dl«*, for disability, Dec 22, 1862. 


Edwin Foi, Co. G; must out Dec 0.1S65. 


Ellslia H. Colxell, mual. out July 14, 1805, 


Charles Prentia, Co, I ; niiial. out Dec. 6, 1866. 


Moses Crawford, most, out July 11, ISOS. 


Jamoa J. FeiidUl, a,. K; must, out M:iy 11, 1800. 


William Da.le, diseh (br disability. April 27. 


Lucius Stmy, Co. E ; must, out March «, 1806. 


ElUah Yotbfi. musl. out July 14, 1805. 




John M, 0. Fotbe., mnsl, out Jnly 14, ISeJ. 




Henry Hong, musl, out July 11. 1806. 




John Jordan, must, out July H, 1B6S. 




William Kennedy, died of disease at Atlanta, 0», Oct, 16, 1804. 


trans., June 3, 1865, to iseih V. S. 0. T. 


Jerome Mfllimau, must, out July X*, 1865. 




Seth Millinian, musl. out Jnly 14, 1805. 




Leonard PurseR, muat, out July 14, 1806. 


John M. Colwell, Co. I; died of disease at Blenzi, Miia., Aug 13, 1802. 


Alfre.t Reynolds, musl. out Jnly 1*, 1865. 


George W. Hand, Co. M ; muat out Aug 17, 1865. 


George ButlOrd, died or disease at Washington, D. C„ March 2, 1863. 


Henry G. JohnsoD, Co, ; mnit. out June 3, 186a. 


William H. Smith, must, out July 11, 1865. 


Nehon Norton, Co. H ; muat. "ut Aug. 3<t, 1B65, 


William J. Scott, must out July It, 1865, 


Frank Zalililnger, Co. M ; must, out June 17, 1865. 


John Sage, must, out July 14, 1805, 






THIRD CAVALBY. 


Harvey M. WlllUma. muat, out July 14, 1856. 


John C. Baker, Co. K ; died of disease at St. Louis, Mo., April 7, 1864. 




Ckarles A. Cook, Co. M; must, ont Feb. 12, 1800. 


BATTERY K, 


Thomas Dayls. Co. F; died of di»a»« at Blenzi, Mi^s., July 2S, 1B6Z, 


Fred Elwrliurd, Co. A i died of disease at Dniall'e Bluff, Ark., July 2i,1804. 


Marsde.i Miller, must, ont July 22, 1866. 


George HawlBy, Co. ; must, out Feb. 12, 1806. 
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John Flncb, must, out Aug. 2i, !»&. 
Joba Granger, diach. Ibr dJBabllity, April 1. 
Jain« Onllup, discb. b; order, Stft. W, ise 

Vtnty Hopkins, dlscli. hj older, Nor. 21, II 
Boborl ». Haiard, mnst out Aug. 22, IBW, 



Hopkins, ■ 



Bt Camp N< 



Gftlnos Budd. aiai of dieease »t AhIiUikI, Ey., EepC. 1, 18 
Van ReDBHlser Bbprmsn, must, ont Ang. 22, 1S65. 



'IRST BEGIMENT ENSIHEERS AND MECHANICS. 
tl«, Co. £ ; diKh. at end of service, Feb. 15, 1SS5. 



CHAPTER XXV. 



BBANCH COUNTr SINCE THE WAR. 



Ivrater and Lake 
1 gun Centra!— 
Cene a— Taiabls 



The Returning Volunteers— Bub ness Sj ecu 
parison with "Wild Cat T nuB— Mimat 
Miohigun Railroad— A r L ne D v" on 
Cereal Producte of Brand CountT— Tl 
Land and Improvei Land Pnn pal I 
of Confieoutive H alon 



After the war the v iunt«ers who tame thronging back 
by thousands to their old homes induli^ed id but a brief 
interval of recreafion and then plunged With the usual 
American ardor into tt c various avocations of jitioe The 
facilities were ample ftr bu ine«s ot all kinds — moTS ample 
than safe. The currencj 1 -id lee me both depreciated and 
inflated by the war so that money waa plenty and property 
was high. To a sanguine pe fie it seemed as if every 
enterprise which was pr posed muat necessarily succeed. 
There were few left to tell how speculation with an inflated 
currency resulted in 1835, '36, and '37, and to a consid- 
erable extent the people followed the old track. Excite- 
ment, over-trading, extravagant expenditure, and reckless 
speculation became the order of the day. Ordinary farm- 
ing-land rose to prices varying from fifty to one hundred dol- 
lars per acre, and village property advanced still more in 
proportion. Nearly everybody became rich — on paper. 

At length, in the fivU of 1873, speculation reached ils 
utmost limit of expansion, the bubble burst, and a panic 
ensued. The reign of " hard times" ensued, from which 
even now the country is only barely beginning to recover. 
Branch County shared the seeming prosperity of the days 



of speculation, and the adversity which necessarily followed, 
in common with the rest of the United States ; but, being 
in the very home of the ferocious " wild-eat" and the rabid 
" red-dog" of forty years before, there is a peculiarly good 
opportunity to trace the financial resemblances of the two 
periods. 

There was one material difierence. In the panic of 
1837 nearly the whole currency of the country became 
absolutely worthless within a short period after the first 
alarm was pven. In that of 1873 the currency was sus- 
tained by the pledge of the Government that it should be 
redeemed in coin, which the people generally believed, and 
which has just been carried out. Consequently, the cur- 
rency stood firm amid the surrounding wreck, and the 
disaster was not half as severe as that inflicted in 1837 by 
the financial monsters before alluded to. 

Among the enterprises begun during the " flush times," 
and brought to at least a temporary stand-still by the 
" hard times," the most important one affecting Branch 
County was the Mansfield, Coldwater and Lake Michigan 
Railroad. This road, beginning at Mansfield, in the Stat« 
of Ohio, was designed to traverse that State and Indiana 
in a northwesterly direction, cross the old line of the Mich- 
igan Southern at Coldwater, and continue in the same 
general direction to Lake Michigan, at Grand Haven. 

Large subscriptions were obtained in Branch County, 
and a line was surveyed through the townships of Califor- 
nia, Algansee, Ovid (the northeast comer), Coldwater, and 
Girard. Most of the track throngh those townships was 
graded, and it was confidently expected that a very brief 
period would give tlie farmers of Branch County another 
outlet to the markets of the East. But " hard times" was 
too great an obstruction for the financial engineers of the 
Mansfield, Coldwater and Lake Michigan Railroad to over- 
come or evade ; the work was abandoned, and a long, 
dreary embankment is all that now remains in Branch 
County to remind the traveler of that intended highway 
of commerce. A large section of the road is, however, in 
use in Ohio, and a small one near its northern end, and 
there is reason to believe that, as the financial condition of 
the country shall improve, moans will be found to complete 
this important work. 

Another, and a more successful undertaking, was the 
construction of the Air-Line Division of the Michigan 
Central Railroad. This division extends from Jackson to 
Niles, traversing in Branch County the townships of Union 
and Sherwood, and the northwest comer of Mattison. 
This, being the shortest, is now the main line of travel for 
that road. 

But though railroads, aa well as raanufecturing enter- 
prises, undoubtedly enhance the prosperity of tbo regions 
in which they are situated, yet the main reliance of Branch 
County is and must ever be its fertile soil, deep, rich, and 
almost inexhaustible, and abundantly supplied with water 
by the numerous lakes and streams which diversify its sur- 
face. This no " hard times" can take away, and naught 
but a reversal of the order of nature will prevent its re- 
warding the labors of the farmer with an ample harvest. 
The following table shows some of the principal products 
at the date of the la^t attainable report : 
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The last oomplete census of the Stato was taken in 1874. 
At tliat time the population of Brinch County waa twenty- 
five thousand Be\en hundred and twentj-six. Of these, 
eleven thousand two hundred and fyrty-two were married, 
bting thirtj four and si't ^eitnths per cent, of the whole 

The amount oi tax ihle Hud at th it time was three hun- 
dred and seienteeu thousand three hundred and eighty-six 
acres , the number of acres of improved land was one hun- 
dred ind tistj light thousand fiiur hundred and three. 
The following table shows the principal productions of the 
county at that time, and we presume there has been no 
groat change since then : 

BnaheiBof wheat 48(1,689 

Busbela of potatoes Ui.Sea 

Tonsofhftj 2.%489 

Poundfl of wool IM1,648 

Pounds of pork (marketed) 2,61S,S2S 

PoundB of cheeae 4a,fla6 

Pounds of bo tier 539.414 

Barrels of cider 7,920 

flallon8 0fwine(Bat.) 4,0110 

Pounds of mnple-augar 51,aOS 

Horses, 1 year old and over 9,890 

Work osen '. 318 

Milch cowB ]fl,S04 

Other cattle, 1 year old and OFer 11,140 



At the same time there were twenty-two flouring-mills in 
the county, three being run by steum and nineteen hy 
water. They contained sixty-five runs of stone, and pro- 
duced durin<; the year one hundred and thirty-four thou- 
sand nine hundred and fifty-four barrels of flour. There 
were also, besides seven planing-mills, fifty-two saw-mills, 
thirty-five propelled by steam and seventeen by water, the 
whole number producing fourteen million one hundred and 
eightj-fuur thousand feet of lumber. 

We have now given a rough consecutive history of 
Branch County from the earliest limes to the present day. 
To this we will now subjoin a few chapters devoted to spe- 
cial subjects which could not well be made a part of the 
connected account. 



CHAPTKE XXVI. 

THE PBE88 OP BRANCH CODNTT. 

General Remarka— The Basis of tbia Chapter— The Michigan Star— 
The Coldmater Obaervet — Tte Branch Connty Democrat— The 
Coldwater Sentinel— The Branoh County Joarnal— The Branch 
County Bepublioan— The Branch County tjaielte— The Denio- 
cratie Union- The Southern Michigan Nous- The Coldwater 
T!nion Sentinel- The Republioan- The Bionson Herald— The 
Union City Independent— T ho Quincy Times— The Union City 
Regiater- The Literary Reporter — The Greenbajjker- The Quincy 
Herald- Tho Coldwater Weekly Press. 

The press is so widely recogniaed as an institution of 
unrivaled importance, and its influence, either for good or 
evil, in each county is of such a general nature (extending 
certainly to the farthest limits of the county, if not beyond), 
that it is the practice of the publishers of this and similar 
works to consider the various newspapers of a county not 
as local matters pertaining to the places in which they are 
published, hut as suhjeets of general interest, to which a 
chapter of the general history of the county should in each 
case be devoted. In this chapter of the present work is 
given a concise sketch of the various newspapers of Branch 
County. It is based on an article published by Hon. Har- 
vey Hajnes, of Coldwater, on the same subject, and con- 
siderable portions of that article are incorporated in it. 
Some additions and changes have been made, however, — 
some reminiscences of early newspapers have been obtained 
from Hon. E. G. Fuller and others, and several files of 
journals, have been carefully examined for facts on this 
subject. 

The first newspaper published in Branch County was the 
Mic/iif/aii Sfar, the first number of which was issued by 
the " Branch County Printing Company," at the village of 
Branch then the county scat in May 1837 It was under 
the ed o al super n f Mr CI a les P West, then 
c y ierk who ed ted tl e paper w tl p r t and ability. 
Bu t was enerally con -ded uon tl e knowing ones 
tl when anytl n,, ex emelycuewas o be written, the 
p n of his h er M as La a We t was called into requisi- 
on Tie 1 fe of this jajer h wever Ike "terrestrial 
happ ss was of si o t durjt on The population of the 
county was sparse mu h sckness jre a led a long the pio- 
neers, and the rival village gave it no encouragement, hence 
less than a year (we believe it barely lived through the next 
winter) ended the career of the Michigan Star. It was 
Democratic in politics, though rather friendly to the Whigs, 
who had no or^an of their own in the county. 

THE COLDWATER OBSBRVEtt. 

The people of Coldwater knew full well that it would 
never do to let the rival village monopolize the printing of 
the county. They were striving at every opportunity to 
procure the removal of the county-scat to their own locality, 
and it was quit« likely that the existence of a newspaper in 
Branch, and the non-existence of one in Coldwater, might 
decide the result of the .struggle. Thomas N. Calkins and 
E. Gr. Fuller (the former being one of tho physicians, and 
the latter the only lawyer, of Coldwater) circulated a sub- 
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seription paper, and the buainesa men of Coldwali'i' proiuptly 
subscribed — it was in the flush times, just before the great 
panic — enough to buy a press and a supply of tjpe. Dr. 
Calkins nas to be the principal editor and manager, but 
Mr. Fuller assisted lai^ely in the editorial work. 

The proprietors procured the services of -T. Ketchum 
Averi!!, the foreman of the Mlehigan, Sfr, and the new 
paper was issued in his name as publisher, the actual owners 
being those who had Bubscribed to purchase the material. 
There was much escitement over the new paper, and great 
anxiety to get out the first number. Dr. Calkins had 
enough knowledge of printing to set up type, — after a 
fashion, — and ho freijuently worked busily at the case. 
One day, when the hurry was greatest, he called on Mr. 
Fuller to help set type, and the latter, who had ne^er at- 
tempted such a task before, managed, with much tribulation, 
to arrange a " sliek-full" in the eourae of au hour. He 
afterwards set up type enough to piint one column, but 
this closed his experience as a piinter. 

At length the first number was issued, on the 18th day 
of July, 1837, and great was the rejoicing of the Coldwater 
people thereat. It was called the Goldwater Observer. A 
considerable part of the first number was devoted to a de- 
scription of the celebration of the Fourth of Juiy, then just 
past, at Coldwater, including a remarkably good oration by 
Dr. Calkins, The doctor was a fine speaker, and a peculiarly 
able writer, but these gifts were but doubtful benefits to him, 
as he was fonder of making speeches and writing editorials 
than of attending to the more lucrative duties of his pro- 
fession. 

The Observer was a journal of Democratic tendencies, 
and the doctor's vigorous editorials attracted wide attention 
from his brethren of that party. In less than a year he 
was ofiered a position as editor, or or 
the Detroit Free Press, then, as d 
cratic journal in Michigan, at a i 
dollars a year, which was at that 
large sum. 
the Free F^e 
Ann Arbor, 

He was succeeded as editor of the Observer by another 
physician. Dr. Bement, who changed the name of the jour- 
nal to the Branch Coitnty Neins, and under him it was 
about as much Independent as Democratic, He, however, 
left the county in a few months, and though the paper 
maintained a feeble existence a little longer, its publication 
was soon entirely i 



THE BRANCH COUNTY DEMOCRAT. 

Some months after, two young men named Jocclyn and 
Hortfin, took the materia! in chaise, and published a very 
clever journal, under the name of the Branch County 
Democrat; but some misunderstanding occurring between 
them and the owners of the press, the type were knocked 
into " pi." Thus ended the second attempt to establish a 
_paper in Coldwater. The Democrat was decidedly Demo- 
cratic. 

THE COLDWATER SENTINEL. 

These repealed failures were rather discouraging, and for 
a while Branch County was without a newspaper; but in 



e of the editors, of 
', the leading Demo- 
ary of one thousand 
ne considered a very 
iccepted the ofler, but only remained on 
e year. He afterwards edited a paper at 



April, 1841, Mr. Albert Chandler, then an active young 
man and a practical printer, was induced to take hold of 
the business. On or about the 12th of that month he 
issued the first number of a Democratic journal, called the 
OMwaler Sentinel; that number being dressed in mourn- 
ing on account of the death of President Harrison. From 
that time to the present Branch County has never been 
without at least one newspaper. 

Mr. Chandler was young, active, industrious, and, withal, 
blessed with a sound judgment. He made a good, readable, 
and permanent paper, remaining at the head of the business 
for nearly eight years. Files have been preserved in the 
office of the present Coldwater RepuhUcan, beginning 
April 12, 1844, that number being designated as Vol. IV., 
No. 1. It was a four-page sheet, twenty inches by thirty- 
two, filled with good reading matter, and thorough -going 
Democracy, as distinguished from Whigism. The nomi- 
nation of Polk and Clay took place shortly aflier, and the 
Sentinel A\A yeoman service throughout the campaign in 
favor of the former. The firm-name of the proprietors was 
then Chandler & Haynes, Mr. Albert Chandler being the 
editor and John T. Haynes the junior partner. 

In the forepart of 1846 the firm became Chandler & 
Stillman, the junior partner being Dr. Henry B. Stillman, 
who had recently been county clerk. In September of the 
same year Dr. Stillman gave way to Mr. David Waterman, 
and the firm-name became Chandler & Waterman. In the 
month of November, 1847, the office and material were 
leased for a year to Mr. Samuel K. Christy. Wo believe 
that Mr. Chandler retained an interest in the paper until 



. Elihu 



1849, when 
prietor. 

Mr. Pond began a " nei 
No. 1, Vol. I. was dated 
He was an active, able ma 



. Pond became editor and pro- 



les" of the Sentinel, of which 

he 7th of December, 1849. 

id made the paper a decided 
success. It was now somewhat increased in size, being 
under Mr. Pond's administration twenty-two inches by 
thtrty-sis. 

In June, 1854, S. W. Driggs and the late Col. H. 0. 
Gilbert purchased the paper, and Col, Gilbert wielded the 
pen as editor with tact and talent. He was an early settler 
of Coldwater, having moved thither from New York in 
1841. He was a lawyer by profession. Active, untiring 
whatever ho undertook was sure to succeed if within his 
power. In 1862 he enlisted in the cause of hb country 
as colonel of the lOih Michigan Infantry, and after two 
years of active service was mortally wounded at Resaca, 
Ga., while leading his regiment upon the enemy's works. 
After a few days of suffering he was relieved by death. 
His remains were brought home and interred in Oak Grove 
Cemetery, there, by the side of father, mother, sister, 
brother, and son, to sleep the sleep that knows no waking. 
In the fall of 1856, Messrs. Dri^s & Gilbert sold to 
Barrett & Reynolds, who conducted the paper some two 
years, Mr. Reynolds being the editor. He, too, was a pio- 
neer boy, a son of the late Deacon Reynolds, of Coldwater. 
Barrett & Reynolds in turn sold the Sentinel to Judge 
J. H. Gray, also a Branch County pioneer, but now a res- 
ident of Virginia. By him the press was sold, and went to 
Port Huron, where it was used to print d 
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Presi. Thi-ough nil i 
cratic in politics. 



i eliani'es tho Sentinel \ 



This, the flrsL Wliig newspaper in the county, was started 
at CoMwater OD the nth day of November 1851 by B. F. 
ThompsoD It was a four pase iheet with seven columns 
on a page Its first number announced that the cars were 
running o\er the Southern Michigan Railroad a-' fir west 
ah South Bend Ind and staled (hit from the rapid rate 
of progress m riad building it was LxpLCtcd they would 
reai-h Chicago by the 1st of January following. Although 
that work went on with extraordinary rapidity yet it did 
not quit* make good the hope of the newspaper, the road 
being finished to Chicago in the spring of 1852. 

Mr. Thompson's lather became part owner of the Jovriml 
in June, 1852, the firm-name being C. A. & B. P. Thomp- 
son. On the 8th of March, 1853, it was transferred to 
E. J, Hard and H. B. Robinson. These gentlemen con- 
ducted it about two years, and sold it to Messrs. Barns & 
Way, who published it for a year or more, when it was sold 
to Bates Dewey and Clinton B. Fisk. These in turn sold 
to R. B. Dewey, who removed the press to Elkhart. 

Up to 1855 the Journal continued to advocate Whig 
principles, but on the disbanding of the Whig and the or- 
ganization of the Republican party, tho Journal adopted 
the latter's views, and thenceforth supported them with 
fairness and ability. 

THE BBAHCH COUNTY BE PUB LI CAN. 

In the fall of 1857, Messrs. Eddy & Gray commenced 
the publication of the Branch Coiin/y Republican, which, 
us its name implied, supported the principles of the party 
of freedom. Its proprietors being active and attentive to 
business, the Republican was soon a power in the county, 
and took a decided lead under the editorial control of those 
competent gentlemen, Mr. Eddy acting as editor-in-chief. 
In about a year and a half Mr. Eddy sold to Mr. J. A. Boyd, 
who after a short time sold to Judge Gray. He, with his 
son Horace J. Gray, continued to make a good paper until 
186 1 , when they sold to F. B. Way, who changed the name 
to the Branch Count!/ Gazette. 

TBE BRANCH COUNTY GAZETTE. 

Notwithstanding the change of name, this paper was de- 
cidedly Republican in polities, and throughout tho war was 
the leading and almost the only Republican paper in the 
county, [t supported the administration of President Lin- 
coln with untiring zeal, and its columns were constantly in 
Dse to urge the maintenance of the Union and the vigorous 
prosecution of the war. 

Mr. Way, being in poor health, at length sold to Mcssre. 
Brewer & Burr. J. H. McGowan, Esq., now member of 
Congress from this district, was editor a part of the time 
that the paper was owned by Messrs. Brewer & Burr, and 
was succeeded by C. P. Benton. In 1868 the ffwMHewaa 
sold to the owneiB of the present Repttlilicaii, and consol- 
idated with that paper. 

THE DE.HOCRATIC UNION 

In 18'>Q a journal with tho above name was tonimin ed 
at Coldwater, by J. Ji. Ilacks^aff, and ly hini conduUcd 



until 1861, when patriotism induced him to go to the war, 
and the paper was discontinued. It was a spicy sheet and 
Democratic during its brief existence. 

THK SOUTHERN MICHIGAN NEWS. 

The S'/iithem Michigan News was brought out for pub- 
lie favor at Coldwater in 186S, by T. G. Turner, Esq., but 
its existence was short, for its editor went to the war and 
the publication was suspended. This paper was Republican 
in politics. 

THE COLDWATER UNION SENTINEL, 

In 1864 the fixtures of the Mews were purchased by F. 
V. Smith and W. G. Moore, who started the Coldwater 
Union Sentinel, and published it several years. It was full 
of local news, and it is safe to say that in that department 
it has never been excelled by any paper printed in the 
county. It was of large size and printed in fine type (bre- 
vier and nonpareil), and for a country paper contained an 
immense amount of reading matter. It supported the Union 
cause, but was most thoroughly Democratic in politics, full 
of vim, and waged hot warfare with the opposing Gazette 
and Republican. 

In 1870, Messrs. Smith & Moore sold out to Gibson 
Brothers, who continued the Sentinel as a lively Demo- 
cratic journal until the building in which it was printed 
was partially burned and the pres.s seriously injured, when 
the publication of tho paper ceased. 

IIIE REPIBLICAN 

On tht iSd of Au<fust lSb6 Maj>r D J Fi>iton— 
then htdy fnm the ranks of the 19th Michigan Infanfrv 
m which he had done gill mt service for three years — started 
Th lifpiblcan at Cildwater Like all its predecessors 
It WIS I weekly japer but wif mjre ambitious as to size 
than any of them being an eight page sheet each pige 
having five columns and being twelve inches bj twenty in 
dimensions — the whole paper being twenty four inches by 
fort\ It was fiom the start a thoroughly Republican 
journal and has so continued from that time (ill this 

In December 1S(,() Dr P P Nichds purchased an 
interest in the Repi lliran and become one of the editors 
Messrs Eioton & Nichols issued a wide awake Republican 
paper fcr about a year when they sold out to McMrs W 
J & O 4. Bowen The luttei IS undei stood to have been 
the editor in chief altl i Up,h the fcrmer also contnbuted to 
the idttoiial columni 

In 186S as before stated the owners of the JiptlUan 
purchased the Br mch Citmly Gazrtte and Since then thi. 
consDiidated paper has held tho unquestioned p sition of 
the principal RepubliLan j<urnal of the county 

In a short time Mr A Bjwen sold out his interest 
t go to Montana Thi new fiim was B ttPn Dunham k 
Moore and these were ere long succeeded by Bowen Rcse 
& Skeels (he last named p,eutleman Mr J L fekeels doing 
the larger part of the editorial work. During and notwith- 
standing all these changes, the Republican continued to be 
an able and interesting paper in both its political and its 

Euly in 1873, Messrs. A. J. Aldrioh & Qu. U} 
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the last-named proprietors of the Republican, and have 
ever since remained its owners, publlshera, and editors. 
On the 23d of August, 1875, Aldrich & Co. made a new 
venture in Branch County journalism, bringing out their 
paper as a semi-weekly. The enterprise proved succeBsfuI. 
and the Republican has appeared twice a week ever since. 
Although stroDgly devoted to its party, it is noted for ita 
independence of thought and expression,— an independence 
alike creditable to its proprietors and supporters. Mate- 
rially speaking, the Republican is now a four-page twenty- 
four column sheet, twenty-four inches by thirty-sii, well 
printed on good paper, and presenting a most acceptable 
appearance to the eye as well as the mind of the risader. 

THE BRONSON HERALD. 

This was the first paper published in the county outside 
of Coldwater, eioept that pioneer of journalism, the Michi- 
gan Star, at Branch. The Herald was established in the 
fall of 1S65 at the village of Bronson, by T. Babcock & 
Co., who brought the press from Hudson, Lenawee Co. 
It was neutral in politics, but must have been a very 
acceptable paper, as its circulation was at one time, we 
believe, between six hundred and seven hundred. But as 
the star of empire was moving westward rapidly, the pro- 
prietors of the Herald suspended its publication in the fall 
of 1871, and made their way toward the setting sun, halt- 
ing in Adams Co., Neb., where, at the latest advices, they 
were publishing a journal called the Adams County Go^ 
zette, on the press formerly employed in Bronson. 

THE UNION CITY INDEPENDENT. 

This pioneer of Union City journalism was established 
in that village in October, 1867, by Dr. Alexander II. 
Pattee. It closed its brief existence in the summer of 
1868. 



This 



THE QUINCr TIMES. 

paper, the first journalistic venture ii 



1 the village 

whose name it bears, was established on the llth of Sep- 
tember, 1868, as a sis-column folio, weekly, by R. W. 
Lockhart, being then, as ever since, non-partisan in senti- 
ment. At the end of sis months it was purchased by 
Ebenezer Mudge, S. Mowrey, and L. L. Tinggti, who pub- 
lished it under the firm-name of " The Times Company," 
the first-named gentleman being the editor. Under this 
administration the number of columns per page was in- 
creased from sis to seven, and then to eight. The paper 
was managed to the satisfaction of the community, and soon 
attained a circulation of about five hundred. 

On the 25th of March, 1876, Mr. A. C. Culver pur- 
chased the Times, and became the sole editor and proprie- 
tor. His course has been equally satisfactory, and although 
it was deemed best in February, 1877, to reduce the num- 
ber of columns per page from eight to sis, yet the journal 
in question has never had a better standing nor had a 
betler support than at the present time. 

THE UNION CITY HEQISTER. 

The Regitler began its existence on the 20th of August, 
1 801), Major D. J. Kaston (the founder of the Coldwater 
Repablican') and Mr. Jerome Bowen being its originators. 



It was then as now a seven-column folio, twenty-two inches 
by thirty-six, and was then as now decidedly Republican 
in its polities. After about two years, Mr. Bowen sold his 
interest, since which time the major has been sole editor 
and proprietor. Major Easton's personal popularity, ready 
pen, and business skill have made the paper a decided suc- 
cess, and it now numbers some nine hundred subscribers. 
The Hegisler is printed on a steam-press, and is in every 
respect up to the times, and a credit to the place which 
supports it. 

THE COLDWATER REPORTER. 

This journal was first issued as an independent paper, 
at Coldwater, in 1872, by J. S. Conover. It was con- 
ducted by him for a little over a year, when he sold it to 
J. A, Hull. In the year 1874 Mr. Hull disposed of the 
RepoTler to Messrs. Knowles and Thorpe. In the fore- 
part of 1876 Mr. Thorpe sold his interest to Mr. J. S. 
Egabroad. Of late, Mr. Egabroad, as sole editor, has 
given the paper a decidedly Democratic turn ; and, being a 
forcible and vivacious writer, has made it quite a lively 
and militant sheet. 

THE LITERARY REPORTER. 

This sis-column monthly i^uarto, employed largely as an 

advertising medium, has been issued by C. W. Bennett, at 

Quincy, since December, 1872. It has a circulation of 

sis hundred copies. 

THE GREENBACK ER. 

The Greenhacker was established at the village of 
Quincy, in May, 1878, by L. E. Jacobs; and, as may be 
inferred from its name, was devoted to the principles of (he 
" Greenback" party. It advocated the success of " Green- 
back" doctrine with great vigor until October 1 of the same 
year, when it ceased for lack of gi 



THE QOINCr HERALD. 

On the 1st of November, 1878, Mr. C. V. R, Pond, 
having obtained the material of the late Greenbacker, es- 
tablished a small but lively wee'kly at Quincy, called the 
Herald, which still enjoys an apparently healthy existence 
at that village, 

COLDWATER WEEKLY PRESS. 

This journal began its existence in October, 1877, as a 
four-page, six-column weekly ; its founders being B. L. 
Kingston and J. L. Dennis. On the 17th of the succeed- 
ing month Mr. D. D. Waggott bought the share of Mr. 
Dennis, and on the 1st of March, 1878, purchased that of 
Mr. Kingston, becoming sole proprietor and editor, and 
remaining so until the present time. 

A daily was issued from the office from January 1 to 
March 15, 1878 ; but this efi'ort was found to be too en- 
terprising even for so enterprising a city as Coldwater, and 
was given up. The weekly, however, immediately after 
the stoppage of the daily, was enlat^ged to seven columns 
per page, which is its present size. 

The PrcK supported the principles and candidates of tlic 
Greenback parly with great energy during the campaign of 
1878, and still continues it 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

THE STATE PUBLIC SCHOOL.* 

Ita Unique OhftfHCter— Its FuDolione— Kntnre of other ChnritalilB 
Institntiona— Governor Baldwin'B Aetion— A Special Commission— 
Their Heiigrt— Joint Committee in tho Legislature— Mr. Randall 
Chairmnn— Their Reporl— Action of the Grand Armj— Mr. Ran- 
dall's ViowB— He presentB a Bill— Ita Supporters— Passage of the 
Lan— The Board of Commissioners and Board of Control— Loca- 
tion of the Site— Buildings opened— Desoription of Them— The 
La» regarding AdmiESiun— Large Numbers Come— Xew Buildings 
— L. P. Alden, Superinlendent— The Work done by (he Childrfn— 
Religious Services— Uress and Appearance of the Children— Their 
Ilealth— Going into Families- Lei tera from Children— Speoi men 
Leltcrs— Improvcmenls made since 1875— Number of Children 
who have been at School— Names of Officers and Employees. 

This institution, "The Michigan Stale Public School 
for Dependent Children," located at Coldwater, is believed 
to be the only one of its kind in the world, — that is, the 
only combined school and asylum established and main- 
tained by a State or nation which admits all dependent 
children having no efficient natural supporters, and which 
is without any of the attributes of a penal institution. 
We have called it a combined school and asylum, for such 
it ia ; its official as well as common title of ■' State Public 
School" only describes a portion of its functions. 

There have been numerous asylums which have also 
afforded education to orphans and others ; but thcae were 
supported by private charity, and were generally local in 
their benelicence. States, too, of late years have estab- 
lished reformatory institutions whiiher children of evil 
tendencies were sent to bo reclaimed to upright lives; but it 
was reserved for Michigan to take the lead in establishing 
an institution in which every child within the jurisdiction 
of the State, who has no property and no one to take care 
of it, may be received, supported, and educated at the ex- 
pense of tho State until a private home can be provided 
for it. Whether any evil will finally result to the com- 
munity by promoting the " shiftlessness" or imprudence of 
parents is yet to be seen ; thus far the effect upon the 
children themselves, and indirectly upon the State, bas 
been unquestionably good, — extremely good. 

The first official action in the chain of proceedings which 
resulted in the establishment of the State school at Cold- 
water was taken by Hon. H. P. Baldwin, who, in the fall 
of 1868, before assuming the duties of the office of gov- 
ernor, to which he had been elected, visited several of the 
State institutions and some of the county jails and poor- 
houses, and became convinced of the necessity of improve- 
ment in their general management, and of a revision of our 
laws relative to them. He, therefore, in bis inaugural mes- 
sage recommended such a revision and the appointment of 
a commission to examine and consider the whole subject 
connected with our punitive and reformatory institutions. 



prepared, at the request of liie State Board of Centennial Managers, for 
the Centennial Bjhibilion, by Hon. C. D. Randall, from an address 
by Superintendent L. P, Aldan on " Tho School and ita Purposes," from 
the fifth annnal report of the Board of Control, and from some minor 
documenta. In many eases we have usoi the langui^e of the papers 
mentioaed. 



which should report on or before the meeting of the nest 
Legislature. In accordance with this recommendation a 
joint resolution (Laws of 1869, page 443) authorized, and 
the Governor appointed, the commission during that ses- 
sion. The appointees were Dr. S. S. Cutter, of Coldwater, 
Hon. C. I. Waiker, of Detroit, and Hon. F. H. Rankin, of 
Flint, gentlemen eminently qualified for the peculiar and 
difficult work allotted them. They spent several months 
in their investigations, visiting many of the county and 
State institutions of Michigan, and also those of other 
States. Their report to the Legislature of 1871 was 
drafted by Hon. C. I. Walker, and was able and exhaustive, 
covering most of the questions in social reform which had 
attracted public attention, showing careful research, and 
containing many valuable recommendations. 

In submitting this report. Gov. Baldwin, in his message 
in January, 1871, called especial attention to the facts and 
recommendations therein relative to dependent children, in 
and out of the county poor-houses, and asked for legislation 
for their relief This report gave the number of these chil- 
dren under sixteen years of ape, and gave a vivid account 
of their lamentable condition in the county poor-houses. 
It showed very plainly that there was not, nor could there 
be, in such asylums, any separation or classification of in- 
mates, so that fiom necessity the children weie kept in 
close contact with the adult inmates of both sexes, who 
were often the physical, mental, and moral wrecks of their 
own excesses. They also had to associate daily, in crowded 
rooms, with the diseased, insane, and idiotic. In such a 
school of ignorance and vice as this, which the average 
county poor-house afforded (and they are no worse in this 
than in other States), with all these evil influences about 
them, tho prospects for the young were gloomy indeed. 
These influences, too, operated strongly to attach the child 
permanently to the pauper and criminal class in which he 
was reared ; the system thus working most effectually to 
propagate and perpetuate, from one generation to another, 
a dependent and criminal class of very low mental and phys- 
ical type, the ratio of increase in that class being greater 
than in the community at lai^e. 

The commissioners suggested three plans of relief, based 
on the experience of other States and countries, but none 
going as far in the way of State action as that afterwards 
adopted. 

When the Legislature of 1871 convened, it was soon gen- 
erally understood that the matters treated by the. special 
commission would furnish some of the most important work 
of the session. It was early decided there should be a joint 
committee of the Senat« and House, composed of the com- 
mittees on the reform school and State prison in the Senate, 
and the like committees in the House, forming a body of 
sixteen members. At the request of the chairman of the 
special commission. Senator C. D. Randall, of Coldwater, 
accepted the chairmanship of the Senate committee on the 
reform school, which would prebably make him chairman 
of the joint committee. The joint committee then elected 
him to tbat position. During the usual vacation of a few 
days, tho joint committee visited the State charitable, penal, 
and reformatory institutions, and on ita return held several 
meetings, discussing freely what raoommendationB should i 
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be made. After a full discussion, the committee instructed 
the chwrman to report as ho did Feb. 15, 1871. This re- 
port largely adopted the views and conctQatons of the special 
commission in w^ard to needed improvements in the penal 
aod reformatory institutions of the State, and also in regard 
to proposed aid for dependent children. The following 
language was then used in this report, which nns the first ap- 
pearance of the subject in that or any previous Legislature : 
" Your committee also recommend that among the institu- 
tions of this State there be established, at an early day, a 
State Public School, after the plan of that in Massachusetts, 
for the maintenance and education of indigent children. 
This class is now generally kept in our poor-houses, which 
are unfit places in which to rear and educate boys and girls, 
and whence it cannot he expected they will go bettered in 
mind and morals. It would be a noble work for the State 
to do, and it is to be hoped that it will soon take them in 
its fostering care." When this report was drawn the writer 
was not aware that the Massachusetts institution recom- 
mended, was partially penal and reformatory. 

At this sanio time the association of es-soldiers, known 
as the Grand Army of the Republic, were making efforts to 
have the L^islature establish an asylum for the children of 
deceased and indigent soldiers. The leading men of the 
Grand Army, however, readily assented to the suggestion 
that the proposed institution should be open to all the de- 
pendent children of the State, and thus another and a power- 
ful influence was added to those tending in the direction of 
the proposed institution. 

The special commission appointed by Governor Baldwin, 
though presenting very convincing testimony and strong 
arguments, accompanied them with no bill as the embodi- 
ment of their scheme in regard to legislation for the benefit 
of the class of children referred to. The joint committee of 
the Senate and House in its first report, though presenting 
other bills at that time, presented none for the benefit of 
dependent children. But subsequently in the session, Mr. 
Randall, af^r giving the subject as careful a study as he 
could, became strongly impressed with the idea that it was 
time the State should assume control of these children. The 
first fifty days of the session, after which no bills could be 
introduced, were rapidly drawing to a close, when, without 
the aid of precedents, for none existed for the institution 
desired, he prepared such a plan us to him seemed nearest 
right as an educational preventive project based on our 
common-school system, having no regard to our penal or 
reformatory systems. Reports of commissions of various 
States, especially in Ohio and Massachusetts, furnished 
useful suggestions, but not a basis for the organic law of 
the proposed sehool, for they all treated of institutions of 
a mixed character, partly penal or reformatory, none having 
treated of an institution purely preventive, beginning with 
children before they had become criminal. 

Michigan already had a reform school, so there was no 
good reason for establishing one of a mixed character. Mr. 
Randall felt that governments, through all ages, had never 
treated the depend ont-ch'ildren question correctly. The 
poor-house, the work-house, the industrial schools have 
always, especially in England, received the innocent and 
criminal alike, and put them under the same treatment, 



with the same associations. Under this riginie, dependent 
children became criminals, and the governmefits, not as a 
remedy, but as a necessity, erected lai^o and expensive 
reformatories and prisons, to reform or punish those whom 
earlier preventive treatment, in all probability, would have 
saved to a better fate. As education was conceded to be 
the beat preventive of pauperism and crime, especially when 
assisted by moral and religious training, it was Mr. Randall's 
aim, in drafting the plan of the proposed school, to con- 
struct the selieme directly on the educational basis of our 
common-school system, combining temporary support of the 
younger dependent children in a home under the supervi- 
sion of the State during minority. On that plan, accord- 
ingly, was .the bill drawn, — a plan disconnected entirely 
from our penal system, so that no taint of crime or sentence, 
or suspension of sentence, should attach to any inmate; so 
that none in after-life should ever have cause to blush that 
he or she had been a ward of the State in a school where 
the house had been built and the school maintained by the 
same system of taxation that supports the common schools 
of the State. 

The law thus drawn was on the 23d day of February, 
1871, the last day of the session for introducing bills, pre- 
sented in the Senate and referred to the joint committee. 
On the 3d day of March, after a full discussion of it« pro- 
visions, the chairman, by the unanimous instruction of his 
committee, returned the bill to the Senate with a recom- 
mendation for its pasaa.:e 

This measure Biion found in the Legislature many friends 
and no active opponents While it was under consideration 
the following gentlemen \isited Lansing, and in public 
addresses favored it, viz. . Z. R. Brockway, Esq., Hon. C. I. 
Walker ; Rev. E. C. Wiiies, D.D., LL.D., the noted phihin- 
thropist of international reputation ; Rev. Dr. Mahan, presi- 
dent of Adrian College ; and Rev. Dr. Gillespie, now bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal diocese of Western Michigan. 
No address was made in either House in opposition to the 
bill. It had in the main been recommended by the special 
commission, by the joint eomtnittee, and the press. On its 
final passage in the Senate there were twenty-three ayes and 
four noes. In the House there were seventy-three ayes 
and ten noes. It received the signature of Governor Bald- 
win on the 17tli of April, and thus was established what is 
believed to be the first government institution ever estab- 
lished exclusively for the children of the poor to which 
poverty alone gives admission. 

The law appropriated thirty thousand dollars to the 
school, and commissioners were appointed to locate it, 
erect the buildings, and take charge of the institution. 
The first commissioners were Gov. H. P. Baldwin, ex 
officio, C. E. Mickley, and N. G. Isbell. Messrs J. S. 
Barber, C. D. Randall, and Dr. S. 8. Cutter were after- 
ward members of the board of commissioners. In 1874 
the board of commissioners was superseded by a " board of 
control" of three members, appointed by the Governor and 
Senate for six years, one every two years. The first mem- 
bers were C. E. Mickley, President ; C. D. Randall, Sec- 
retary and Treasurer ; and Dr. S. S. Cutter. 

The beautiful site, salubrious climate, and pleasant sur- 
roundings of Coldwater marked that city/a 
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tioD for the 4)roposed institution, and when, in addition, the 
citizens donated a aite for the soliool and twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars in oash, the com missi oners bad no hesitation 
in locating it at that point. 

The site chosen was on an eminence a mile north of the 
centre of the city, and just outside of the corporate limits, 
commanding a fine view of the city and its suburbs, and of 
a wide-spread succession of smiling fields, stretching ftr up 
and down the fertile valley of the Coldwater, 

A further appropriation was made by the Legislature in 
1873, and the buildings were ready for use in May, 1874. 
These eonaiated of the main or " administrative" building, 
which was in the shape of a cross, three stories high besides 
the basement, having a frontage of one hundred and ninety- 
eight feet, and in the central part a depth of one hundred 
and seventy-five feet. In this were located the rooms for the 
superintendent and his fiimiiy, and other officers, reception- 
rooms, dining-room, achooi-rooms, shoe-shop, sleeping-rooms 
for the employees, etc. Near it were several " cottages," 
as they are called, aJthough they were two stories high and 
their dimensions were nearly forty feet by th Thes 

were designed to accommodate thirty chiidre 1 1 

the charge of a lady manager ; the lower s f ea 1 

being fitted with a room for the manager, sit m f 

the children, and a bath-room, while the iipp 
divided into dormitories for the children. All h b Id os 
were of brick. 

From this it will be seen that the plan of h 
was of a mixed description, containing, as is believed, so far 
as possible, the benefits of the congregate system with that 
of separate families. This plan has been continued till 
the present time, and no doubts have been expressed but 
that it is the best that can be employed. 

The school was opened on the 21st of May, 1874, with 
Zelotes Truesdoli as superintendent. The law provided for 
the admission of children between three and fourteen years 
of age, on the certificate of the judge of probate of the 
county from which each might come, only to be issued to 
dependent children, ascerfeiined to bo of sound mind and 
free from any chronic or infectious disease. They were to 
remain at the school until sixteen, provided homes could 
not be found for them before that time in private families. 
After the children were sixteen the board of control was 
vested with discretion to retain them in the school or return 
them to their counties. 

Aa soon as the school was opened the children were 
rapidly sent in from all parts of the State, and in less than 
a year the accommodations of the buildings were exhausted. 
Further legislative aid was obtained during the session of 
187J), and during the following summer several new cot- 
tages were erected, bringing the whole number up to eight, 
besides a hospital. The latter was forty-eight feet by 
thirty-three, while the new cottages were forty by thirty- 
three. Like the first buildings, these were also of brick. 
As thus increased, the buildings accommodated two hun- 
dred and fifty children. 

In July, 1875, Mr. Lyman P. Alden, a college graduate 
.and a successful man of business, was appointed superin- 
tendent, and having shown marked ability in the position, 
has been retained in it ever since. 
14 



From that time to this, the school has continued to per- 
form its beneficent functions with great regularity, appar- 
ently succeeding most admirably in the purposes for which 
It was instituted. 

About one-third of the children are too small to work, 
but every child large enough has some work to occupy it 
from two to three hours per day, either on the farm, in the 
laundry, shoe-shop, sewing-room, knitting-room, or in per- 
forming some domestic work. Each child attends school 
from four to five hours per day, and the very best and 
most experienced teachers are employed. Only the com- 
mon English branches are taught. Telegraphy has lately 
been introduced, and bright children who are physically too 
weak to labor on the farm, or who have been in some way 
crippled, are so instructed as to become self-supporting. 
All of the larger bnys are taught the manual of arms, and 
are furnished with carbines,. 

The food is simple and plain btit of the best quality of 
its kind, and the variety is sufficient to stimulate the appe- 
tite A "arden of ei^ht^en acrci furnishes a lar^e amount 
f 11 f h f 1 Ab se n 
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tion in both the cottages and the school-rooms, and religious 
services are held for them every Sunday in the chapel, being 
conducted by the superintendent, assbted by ladies and gen- 
tlemen of various religious denominations from the city. 
The older boys, in charge of a teacher or manager, attend 
services each Sabbath at one or another of the city 
churches. 

The boys wear a plain, coarse, but neat uniform dress, 
consisting of dark jacket and gray trousers ; the ^rls are 
habited in an equally plain costume suited to their sex. The 
children of both sexes have a hearty, healthy, cleanly look, 
as different as can well be imagined from the depressed ap- 
pearance of many of the youthful inmates of almshouses, 
and which has come to be known as a " poor-house look," 

The health of the children is above the average. No 
ailment, however slight, is treated at the cottages ; the in- 
valid, on the appearance of the first symptoms of disease, 
being removed to the hospital. By far the greater por- 
tion, however, are speedily returned cured, without the ad- 
ministration of medicine, through the employment of a 
proper hygienic regimen. During the year closing Septem- 
ber 30, 1878, there were only two deaths among over four 
hundred children who were in the institution ; the average 
constant membership being about three hundred. 

As before stated, the object of the school is to furnish 
temporary support and instruction to the children until they 
can be placed in families which are willing to take them. 
The Gfovernor has appointed agents in some thirty of the 
principal counties of the State to find homes for the chil- 
dren, and to see that they are well treated when placed 
in them. The superintendent also acts aa the agent of the 
school in regard to this branch ( 
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means, and bj tho voluntary application of citizens, a laq;e 
part of the children are provided for in that manner. 
Numerous letters arc received from agents and guardians 
regarding the children thus cared for, generallj showing 
favorable results ; tliougli HOmetimcs serious faults are dis- 
covered in the children, and sometimes harsh treatment is 
inflicted bj those who should be their protectors. 

The children thus sent away from the institution are also 
encouraged to write to the superintendent and mmj of 
their letters are decidedly interesting in their childish sim 
plicity. From those published verbatim et hkritin in 
the last report of the board of control, we select two one 
apparently by a girl, and the other by a boy 

' Febr ary i 1178 

"Dkab Sib; — I git down to write yoo a few I nea to let vo kn w 
that I am well, and getting along very nicelj. Now I n I tell >du 
all about it. I think that I bavc got A good home I am go n, b 
try to leep mj place thia time. They have been very knit xar 
and I will try to please them, I have great deal of fnn. Th y hi e 






Hei 



little boy. She is n very nice iady. She has a grps 
deal of company and ebe has got a great man; kind frienis The 
all ecem to be giad to sob her. He is a nice mun. They hai e got 
young man. He ia alwaya getting off something to make fun the 
are all good christian people, they have got a very pleaaant |. laoi 
We ail go to church but wo did not go to-night because she wae a ct 
This lady'a aister thinks of coming out there to get A girl Dot o er te 
years old. 8he Hill have a good home for her. She haa got an ^ 
nnil she wants one that can learn to play. I like m; 
mutch. I cannot think of auythiog 
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"Dear Mh. Alden : — I received your nice letter aome time ago 
and wua very much pleased with it. Should have answered it before 
thia had there not been so much sickness in the family. I like it 
here. There are two children ic tho family— a little boy IG montha 
old (his name is Burtie) and a girl four years old, her name is Mertici 
she goes with ine to feed the calf and bogs. I need to see Robbert 
Gambol at Snnday school, but I guess he has ran away. Henry 
HuQtiy is in this place. I go to school—like my teacher over ao well. 
I belong to tho singing school, but can't read notes yet. My guardian 
let me husk corn on shares ; I hare got 12 buahela. I am going to 
buy a pig and feed it. I helped put in the wheat lost fall, and I have 
li acres of my own. I was to vieit yoa about two weeks ago, but 
you was not there. I saw all the new buildings; think it looks nice. 
If yon get a letter from all the children it will keep you busy reading, 
BO I guess I will not write much. Will close by hoping you will send 
a nice letter again sometime. 

"A Hoy Friend, 



Since 1875 there has been but one cottage added, but 
tliis is a large one, sheltering sixty children, so that now 
full three hundred arc cared for in the institution. A new 
building for an engine-house and laundry has also been 
erected lately. 

The whole number of children received into tho institu- 
tion down to the 1st day of February, 1879, was sis hun- 
dred and ninety, of whom three hundred and ten had been 
placed in families. Four hundred and twelve were cared 
for lust year, including those placed out during the time ; 
the expense for each being eighty-one dollars and sixty-seven 
cents, which is stated to be very little more than it would 
have been in poor-houses." 



The principal employees of the institution are the super- 
intendent, matron, clerk, teachers, cottage managers, and 
hospital manager. A complete but simple set of rules has 
been prescribed for their government, and the management 
of the institution seems to go on with great smoothness 
considering the number and age of the children. Though 
corporeal punislimcnt is not absolutely interdicted, yet great 
care is taken that it shall not be harshly or needlessly ad- 
m metered and we believe no complaint has ever been made 
t\iV. su(h IS the case. 

Sui,h IS the history and some of the characteristics of the 
Michigan Stat« Public School for Dependent Children, "—- 
an institution which is certainly unique in its character, 
and which its ftiends believe is destined to take the lead 
in an important reformation in the treatment of such 
children throughout this country if not throughout the 

The Slate Public Schf ol exhibit at the Centennial formed 
a quarto lolumc including the papers by Messrs Randall 
and Alden mentioned it the bepnning of this chapter 
cmbracinff a lithographic view of the buildings ten photo 
graphii. views (extenors and interiors) plan of cottages 
plan of ciounds outline plin of all the buildings annual 
reports of the boards of control for 1S74 to 1875 etc 

Upon the exhibit tbm made a dijloma and medil were 
awirded No ther in^ititution havini' u 



this 



wird 






The following is the test of the report of the judges as 
accepted by the United States Ocntenmal Commission, and 
in conformity with which an award of diploma and medal 
was decreed to the State Public School : " The undersigned, 
having examined the product herein described, respectfully 
recommend th m he United States Commission for 

award, for th f II w n ns, viz. : For the exhibit of 

plans, drawings h I k hes and reports, showing the 

advantage of he p ra n f children untainted by crime 
from those mo p ]. ly a d for in a reformatory institu- 
tion ; for the d p n of 1 e separate house- or cottage- 
system to the d f d '^ ate Public School ; and for 
the evidence i f b 1 ful pla ningand careful work in the 
establishment. The report of the judges and diploma 
adorn the walls of the principal office of the school, and tho 
medal is carefully preserved in the library. 

We close with a list of the present officers and em- 
ployees of the institution,— Board of Control i Hon. Jaines' 
Burns, President, Detroit ; Hon. Henry H. Hinds, Stanton ; 
Hon. U. D. Randall, Secretary and Treasurer, Coldwater. 
Superintendent, Lyman P. Alden. Clerk and Steward, 
Daniel G. Blackman. Matron, Mrs. Lena P. Alden. 
Cottage Managers, Mrs. Lucretia Champiin, Mrs. Martha 
Bissell, Mrs. Agnes MoCollum, Mrs. Sarah Watson, Mrs. 
Fannie Russell, Miss Sarah D. Parsons, Miss Jennie Hall, 
Mrs. Ann Glynn, Miss Hatiie L. Evarts, Miss Sarah Ten 
Eyck. Teachers, Miss Anna Sanderson, Miss Anna French, 
Miss Ella Cretora, Miss Lucelia E. Staples, Miss Frances C. 
Staples, Mi^ Florence McCollum. Hospital Manager, Miss 
Agnes Walter. Attending Physician, Dr. S. S. Cutter. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

COUNTY SOCIETIES. 

Br«ich County Agricultural Societj— First Mseting— First Oflicera— 
First Fair— Pramiums on Stook— Premium a Awardea to Lndies— 
The Fair in 1853— Eitension of Fair in 1854— New Features in 
1856 — Permansnt Fair-G round— Legal looorporation in 1857— Ad- 
Jonrnment id 1861- Scnnt Premiums in 1S«3— A New Pair-Ground 
—A Sheep -Sheftring Festival— Building of Floral Hall— Receipts 
in Various Years— More Land— Present Officers— List of Presi- 
denta- The County Grange— Its Orgon^i^ati on— First Officers' Meet- 
in ga—Objeot—BniDoh County Pioneer Society- The Bar Assoeia- 
tion— First Officers- Objeet. 

BRANCH COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

The first meetinf; loolting to the formation of an agri- 
cultural society in Branch County was hold, pursuant to 
notice, on the 17th day of October, 1851, Aaahel Brown 
being chosen president, and K. B. I'ond secretary. F. V. 
Smith, Alvarado Brown, and J. B. Tompkins were ap- 
pointed a committee tfl draft a constitution, while John 
Root, Darwin Wilson, Oliver Burdick, Jr., and William 
P. Arnold were made a, committee to nominate officers for 
the proposed association. They made the following nomina- 
tions, which were confirmed by the meeting; President, 
James B. Tompkins; Vice-President, John Allen; Secre- 
tary, F. V. Smith ; Treasurer, H. W. Wright. 

A corresponding secretary was also named in each town- 
ship, as follows : Butler, Jason Bowen ; Quincy, Elijah 
Leiand ; Algansee, Asahel Brown ; California, Israel R. 

Hall ; Ovid, Daniel ; Girard, Solomon L. Lawrence ; 

Union, J. C. Leonard ; Batavia, Joseph Peterson ; Bethel, 
E. B. Williams ; Gilead, Emerson Marah ; Noble, Darwin 
Wilson ; Bronson, John Holmes ; Mattison, John Culver ; 
Sherwood, B. P. Fen-is, 

A constitution was also adopted for the government of 
the society. By its association the society was to be called 
the Branch County Agricultural Society, its design being 
declared to be to promote improvement in agriculture and 
the kindred arts. There was to be an executive committee, 
consisting of the president, vice -president, secretary, treas- 
urer, and two other members, who were to have the general 
management of the afiUirs of the society. The officers 
already chosen were tfl hold office until the first annual 
meeting, which was fixed for the 11th of November of that 
year. It was provided that any person might become a 
member by paying one dollar, and might, continue so by 
paying half a dollar annually. The payment of five dollars 
made the payer a life-member, and authorized him to at- 
tend the annual meetings of the executive committee and 
participate in tho discussions. 

The first annual meeting was held at the time mentioned 
above, when the following permanent officers were chosen : 
President, J. B. Tompkins; Vice-President, William 
Smith ; Secretary, F. V. Smith ; Treasurer, Elijah Leiand ; 
Executive Committee, Daniel Wilson and L. P. Austin. 
Corresponding secretaries were again named, most of those 
before designated being selected. 

The first annual fair of the society was held at Coldwater 
village, on the 7lh of October, 1852. The whole sum ap- 
propriated for premiums was only two hundred dollars. 



Joseph E. Williams, of Constantino, St. Joseph Co., waa 
chosen to deliver the first address. 

Brief and meagre indeed was the premium-list. Among 
the premiums offered were the following : 

Class 1, short-honia; for the best bull, three years old 
or over, 83 ; for the best cow, $3. 

Class 2, Devons : the same premiums. 

Class 3, grades : the same. 



Clas 
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ClaGs 5, working oxen and steers: beat yoke osen, four 
years old, $2 ; best five yoke, from one town, 83 ; best yoke 
three-year old steers, $1 ; best two-year old steers, $1. 

Class 6, fat aittle : best steer or ox, copy Michigan Far- 

Class 7, horses : best stallion for all work, four years old, 
$2 and Rural New Yorker; best brood-mare, four years 
old, $1 and Rriral New Yorker, etc. 

The premium offered for the best cultivated and managed 
farm in the county was a set of silver teaspoons worth SC. 

When the time came, the executive committee had their 
headquarters in the court-house, while the crowd and the 
exhibits occupied the ground outside. Members, their wives, 
and their children under eighteen were admitted on the fifty- 
cent tickets of the members, while single tickets were placed 
at the moderate price of fen cents. 

The principal awards to ladies at this first fair were the 
following r To Miss C. H. Williams, for best salt^rising 
bread, " Miss Leslie's Receipt Book" ; to Mrs. E. Chapmui, 
for best hop-rising bread, same ; to Mrs. L. B. Austin, best 
milk-rising bread, the same ; to Mrs. J. Q. Brooks, tea 
pounds butter, 82 and copy "Modern Housewife"; to 
Mrs. Jane Lee, for best variety of wines, jellies, cakes, etc., 
copy " Modern Housewife" ; to Mrs. Roland Root, for hest 
cheese, copy " Modern Housewife" ; to Mrs. L. D. Crippen, 
for best catsup of domestic manufacture ; to Mrs. Horace 
Lewis, for best ten yards white flannel ; to Mrs. W. H. 
Hanchett, hest ten yards rag carpet ; to Mrs. A. Chandler, 
best pair kntt stockings ; to Mrs. E, Martin, best patch-work 
quilt; to Mrs, E. G. Parsons, for best specimen worsted 
work ; to Mrs. N. T. Waterman, best worked collars ; to 
Mrs. L. D. Crippen, for best variety of dahlias; to Mrs. 
J. H. Beach, for best variety of house-plants ; to Mrs. Ed- 
ward Chapman, best dressed flannel ; to Mrs. D. C. More- 
house, best pair linen stockings ; to Mrs. N. D. Sykes, assort- 
ment needle-work ; to Mrs. F. V. Smith, same ; to Mrs. 0. 
R. Clark, for beautiful, white, quilted spread ; to Mrs. C. 
B. Fisk, for worsted work ; to Mii5. S. M. Denison, for 
woolen stockings; to Miss Harriett A. Crippen, for beauti- 
ful embroidered shoes ; to Miss R. A. Champion, for gent's 
dressing-gown ; to Mrs. H. N. Hubbard, for one coverlid ; 
to Mrs. C. B. Fisk, for a parlor bouquet ; to Miss Amelia 
Noyes, for the same ; to Mrs. David Rice, ten yards yam 
carpet; to Mrs. T. J. Webb, for fancy work-box; Mrs. 
W. H. Haoehett, one coral card-basket ; Mrs. J, R. Hall, 
one pair worked ottomans ; Mrs. E. G. Parsons, one fool^ 
stool. 

The prize for the best farm was given to Elijah Leiand, 
of Quincy. 

From these modest beginnings the progress has been slow 
but steady up to the present time. At the setond / 
I los"od by V 
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1853, four hundred dollurs were allotted for premiums, and 
the prizes for the best cattle were advanced tu five dollars. 
Hon. Charles E. Stewart delivered the addresa. The pro- 
■ vision in the constitution for corresponding secretaries in 
each town wais stricken out. 

In 1854 the time of the fair was extended to three daya. 
The premiums remained at ahout the same size as the year 
before, but a larger number were offered. 

In 1855 two or three new features were introduced, 
premiuBia being offered for the best performances on the 
piano, melodeon, anH dulcimer, and also for the best speci- 
mens of female horsemanship, both in riding on horseback 
and in driving one or two horses. 

At the annual meeting, in 1854, it was resolved to buy 
land for a permanent fair-ground. A bai^ain was accord- 
ingly made with Mr. Bradley Crippen to purchase six acres 
on the Battle Creek road, near the north line of the vil- 
lage of CoJdwater, the price being seven hundred dollars, — 
two hundred in cash, and the rest in three equal annual 
payments. As the society was not l^ally incorporated it 
eould not hold land itself, and the contract was made by 
Darwin WHson to hold the tract in question in trust. 

In 1857 the society was incorporated, the official au- 
thority being vested in a president, secretary, treasurer, and 
five directors. Tlie first officers under the new oi^nization 
were Asahel Brown, President ; Hiram R. Alden, Secretory ; 
C. B. Fisk, Treasurer ; and Samuel Morey, Philo Porter, Ly- 
man Millett, Jas. Clisbee, and Oliver Burdick, Jr., Directors. 

At the fair in 1857 no prizes were offered for female 
horsemanship, but several iadies volunteered to grace the 
occasion. The judges praised their proficiency, and also 
gave thanks to Capt. Andrews and the members of the Cold- 
water Light Artillery, for the gentlemanly escort afforded 
by them to the iadies. Some perhaps laughed at the mili- 
tary semblance of the gallant militiamen ; but when the 
time of trial came nearly every man of the Coldwater Light 
Artillery was to be found in front of the foe. 

The report made in June, 1858, showed that the whole re- 
ceipts during the second year of the society's existence were 
two hundred and seventy-one dollars and nine cents, while in 
1857 they had increaied (o nine hundred and si^ty-nine 
dollars and seventy one cents At that time (185flj the 
association numbered five hundred and fij^y actual nir'm- 
bers There was then a debt of two bundled and fifly- 
seven dollars,^one hundied and forty dollars being still 
due on the land contract and one hundred and seven dollars 
for fencing. 

At the fair of 1858 new buildings were found necessary, 
and were erected. There were sis hundred and forty-seven 
_ entries, but on account of bad weather the number of mem- 
bership-tickets was eomparaf ively small. The annual mem- 
bership-fee was raised to one dollar, where it has been con- 
tinued ever since. 

There were fairs held in 1859 and 1860, but there is no 
record of them on the books. 

In 1861 xhe attention of the people was ao completely 
taken up by the great war, and so many of the active 
young farmers had gone forth (o meet their country's ene- 
mies, that it was determined to adjourn the fair till the 
next 3 tar. 



In 1862 a fair was held, but the society seems to have 
been very much cramped for money, judging from a reso- 
lution passed by the board of directors. It provided that 
ihe treasurer should pay, first, the current espcnscs of that 
year for labor, etc., nest the debts of the society, and last 
the premiunis which might be awarded. This left but a 
poor chance for the prize-takers, but they were allowed the 
privilege of applying the unpaid amounts in membership- 
tickets the next year. 

In 1863 the number of directors was increased to sis, — 
these being elected for two years, the terms of three ex- 
piring each year. It was about this time that the society 
sold its land on Grand Street, and bought twenty acres on 
Marshall Street, near the north line of the city of Cold- 
water,— that is, the Agricultural Society and the Horse 
Breeders' Association bought it in company, the former 
fitting up the track and grand stand, while the latter fenced 
the ground, built walls, etc. I'his arrangement has been 
maintained till the present time. 

In 1864 the exigencies of the war, then in the very 
crisis of decision, again prevented the holding of either a 
fair or an annual meeting. 

Just after the close of the war the jubilant farmers, 
whose sons and brothers were then returning home by the 
hundreds, held a peculiar festival under the auspices of tlie 
authorities of the association. It was called a sheep-shear- 
ing festival, and occurred on the 7th of June of that year. 
Premiums were offered for the best sheep and one of five 
dollars for the best shearer. A large number of shearers 
attended with their sheep, but probably the trouble was 
thought to be greater than the enjoyment or profit, for the 
scene was not repeated. 

The following year, 1866, a large hall was built for the 
exhibition of fiowers, fruits, and other delicate products, 
and called Floral Hall. The cost was about two thousand 
four hundred dollars. 

This year a premium of ten dollars was offered for the 
best span of draft horses, while the prizes for choice cattle 
were somewhat reduced. The total receipts were ahout 
eight hundred dollars. 

The institution was now well started on the road to suc- 
cess, and in 1867 the receipts were much larger than the 
year before, and the debts of the association were nearly 
paid up In 1867 the total receipts were fourteen hundred 
and twenty-seven dollars and ninety-nine cents ; of which 
nearly a thousand dollars was applied in payment of debts. 
This necessanly involved a very meagre premium list, and 
the next year the receipts fell to three hundred and ninety- 
three dollars and Ibrty-seven cents. A very decided effort 
was made to improve on this situation, a judicious premium 
list was offered, and the affairs of the institution were again 
put in the proper train. 

In 1871 th6 number of the board of directors (quite as 
commonly called the executive committee) was increased to 
ten, the terms of five expiring every year. 

From this time to the present the society has been pros- 
perous both in regard lo its financial condition and as to the 
interest escitcd among the farmers. In 1875 the receipts 
amounted to $1809 34; in 1876, to $2968.84; in 1877, 
to $2983.70 ; and in 1878, «2682.71. 



i2682.71. For the last fcfr, 
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years tlie society has employed tlie same secretary (Mr. J. 
D. W. Fisk) continuously ; a fact which has conduced much 
to its success. 

In 1878 the association hought eight acres more of land, 
on the north side of its former purchase, for sixteen hundred 
dollars, and two acres on the south side for eight hundred 
dollars, thus making a tract of thirty acres in all. 

The following are the present officers of the association : 
President, William Joseph ; Secretary, J. D. W. Fisk ; 
Treasurer, Charles H. Austin ; Board of Directors, John 
H. Jones, A. M. Drumm, B. C. S. Green, Charles Hamil- 
ton, A. C. Fisk, Myron A. Holway, J. M. Selover, Georgo 
W. Vanaken, R. E. Copeland, and E. W. Treat. 

We close with a list of the previous presidents r James 

B. TompkiDH, 1851-52; Darwin Wilson, 1853; Alvawdo 
Brown, 1854 ; Elijah Leland, 1855 ; Darwin Wilson, 1850 ; 
J. H. Culver, 1858; Harvey Warner, 1859; James S. 
Antisdafe, 1861-62-63 ; J. B. Crippen, 1864-65 ; Cyrus B. 
Luce, 1866-67; Albert Chandler, 1868-69; John Allen, 
1870; George W. Van Aken, 1871; Henry C. Lewis, 
1872; Charles Upson, 1873; Cyrus G. Luce, 1875-76; 
Henry B. George, 1877-78. 

THE COUNTY ORANGE. 

Branch County Pomona Grange, No. 22, was organized 
on the 21st of March, 1878, by C. L. Whitney, general 
deputy for Michigan, on a petition presented by George W, 
Van Aken, John G. Parkhuret, Mrs. J. G. Parkhnrst, Eli 
Bidleman, H. B. George, Mrs. H. B. George, Charles H. 
Austin, D. C. Fonda, A. S. Archer, J. C. Pierce, Mrs. J. 

C. Pierce, Wm. Joseph, Wallace E. Wright, John H. Jones, 
Mrs. John H. Jones, Darwin Thompson, and John Eeil. 

The first officers were as follows ; Worthy Master, Henry 
B. George, of Cold water Grange ; Overseer, Darwin Thomp- 
son, of Gilead Grange ; Lecturer, John G. Parkhurstr of 
Batavia Grange; Steward, C. H. Austin, of Batavia 
Grange; Assistant Steward, J. C. Pierce, of Coldwater 
Grange; Treasurer, George W. Van Aken, of Girard 
Grange; Secretary, Wallace E. Wright, of Champion 
Grange ; Ceres, Mrs. William Joseph, of Quincy Grange ; 
Flora, Mrs. J. G. Parkhurst, of Batavia Grange ; Lady 
Assistant Steward, Mrs. Hiram Horton, of Coldwater 
Grange. 

The worthy master, secretary, and four other members 
constitute the executive committee. The first members 
were William Joseph, G, W. Van Aken, Eli Bidleman, 
and D. Thompson. 

Regular annual meetings are hold on the third Thurs- 
day of March in each year, at the hail of Coldwater Grange. 
Regular quarterly meetings are held on the Tuesday nearest 
the full moon, in the first month of each quarter, at the 
same place. There are now forty-five members. 

The society is designed to promote social intercourse 
among the members, and especially to form a link between 
the State granges and the subordinate granges, and thus 
conduce to the beneficent workings of the order of Patrons 
of Husbandry. 

BRANCH COUNTY PIONEER SOCIETY. 

Meetings of the pioneers of Branch County have been 
held for several years, at which the remnant of those who 



led the way in the conquest of the widerness have assembled 
to revive their recollections of the olden time, and compare 
them with the facts of the present day. 

On the 16lh of August the organization of the Branch , 
County Pioneer Society was perfected, its object being to 
promote the social intercourse of the old settlera, and to 
preserve whatever relates to the history of the county, and 
especially to its early settlement. The present officers are 
as follows : 

President, Harvey Warner ; Recording Secretary, Harvey 
Haynes ; Corresponding Secretary, T. C. Etheridge ; Treas- 
urer, S. N. Treat ; Executive Committee, Albert Chandler, 
H. D. Miller, and Henry Lockwood; Vice-Presidents, 
Algansee, F. D. Ransom ; Batavia, M. P. Olds ; Bethel, Nel- 
son Card ; Bronson, Wales Adams ; Butler, Milo White ; 
California, James H. Lawrence ; Coldwater township, Ori- 
gen F. Bingham ; First Ward Coldwater City, William B. 
Spnigue; Second Ward, D. L P. Alger; Third Ward, 
Allen Tibbits; Fourth Ward, Dr. J. H. Bennett; Gilead, 
Samuel Booth; Girard, J. B. Tompkins; Kinderhook, 
Georgo Tripp; Mattison, William W. McCarty; Noble, 
Walter W. Smith ; Ovid, Stewart Davis ; Quinoy, W. P. 
Arnold ; Sherwood, Isaac D. Beall ; Union, Hiram Double- 
day ; village of Quincy, Samuel P. Mowry ; village of Union 
City, David Cooley; village of Bronson, James Ruggles. 

BRANCH COl/NTY BAR ASSOCIATION. 

This is a very youthful society, having been formed in 
February, 1879. Its object is not only to promote good 
feeling among the members, but to elevate the tone of the 
profession and to frown down all unworthy practices which 
may possibly gain ground among the lawyers of Branch 
County. The following were the firat officers elected: 
President, Noah P. Loveridge ; Vice-President, M. A. 
Merrifield ; Secretary, A. J. McGowan ; Executive Com- 
mittee, Chas. Upson, F, L. Skeels, and H. H. Barlow. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

BBABTCH COUNTT CIVIIi LIST. 

State OfiioerB— Representatives in Congress— Judges of Circuit Court — 
Probate Judges— ProaeeuUng Attorneys— Sheriffs— County Clerks 
^Rcgietera of Beeda — County Treasurera — County Commiasioners 
— AsBoeiato JodgeB of Circuit Court— County Judges and Seuond 
Judges— Circuit Court CommiBBioners- County Surveyors— Ststo 
Senators— Rep resent alj yea in Leg i si nture— Members of Conatitu- 



)r-General (ftppoinlfld), April 13, 1842, 



eoted in April, 1869, 



served in 1861-62. 
a. MoQowan, Regent of State Univerai 

irlBS A. Kdioonda, Land Commissioner; eleuled for two years, in 
IsrO; served in 1871-72. 

D. Randall, Commieslotier of State Public Soiool; appointed in 
1873; on supersession of CommiBaiouDrs by Board of Control in 
1S74; appointed member of that board for six yfan. 
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ChurlsB Upeun, elected in 18B2; re-elooted in 186+-B6; served froi 

Uareh i, IS63, to March i, ISG9. 
J. H. MeGowan, flleoted in 1878; re-eleoted in 1878; servioe baga 

March 4, 1877. 



Charles Upson, elected in apring of ISfiS, 11 



Peter Martin (appointed), 1833-37. 

Martin Olds (appointed), 1837-40. 

Bdirard A. Warner (appointed), 1841. 

Williaoi B. Sprngne (appointed), 1842-44. 

Esbon G. Fuller (appointed), 1844-48. 

Harvey Warner (appointed), 1849 ; afterwards elected bj the people ; 

held till Deo. 31, 18S6. 
Jonathan H. Gray, elected in 1856, for fonr jears, from Jan. 1, 1857. 
Nelson D. Skeelj, elected in 1360, fur four years, from Jan. 1, 18B1. 
David Thompson, eleetfid in 1864, tor four years, from Jan. 1, 1866. 
David W. Green, elected in 1888; re-eleoted in 1872-78. 



Esbon G. Fuller, appointed in 1837; reappointed in 1840. 

H. C. Gilbert, appointed in 1843; reappointed in 1846. 

Blon G. Parsons, appointed in 1849; served till close of 1850. 

James W. Gilbert, elected in 1850; served in 1851 and 1852. 

John G, Parkhural, elected in 1862; served in 185!! and 1854. 

John W. Turner, elected in 1854; served in 1855 and 1866. 

Egbert K. Nichols, eleoted in 1866; served in 1357 and 1868; re- 
eleoted in 1858; served in 1839 and 1860; re-slootod in ISSO; 
served in 1861 and 1862. 

L. T. N. Miller, elected in 1863 ; served In 1863 and 1864. 

George A. Coe, elected in 1864; served in 1865 and 1966. 

WaSlaee W. Barrett, elected in 1866; served in 1867 and 1863. 

Jonas H. McOoivan, elected in 186S; served in 1869 and 187U; re- 
elected in 1870; served in 1871 and 1872. 

Frank L. Skeels, elected in 1872; served in 1873 and 1874; re-elected 
in 1874; served in 1875 and 1876. 

Simon B. Kitohelt, elected in 1876; served in 1877 and 1878; re- 
eleoted in 1373. 



William McCarty, elected in 1833 ; served to end of 1834 ; re-elected 

in 1834; served in 1835 and 1336. 
James B. Stewart, elected in 1836; served in 1837 and 1838. 
John H. Stevens, elected in 1838 ; served in 1339 and 1840 ; re-elected 

in 1840; served in 1841 and 1842. 
Anselm Arnold, elected in 1842 ; seried in 1813 and 1844 ; re-elected 

in 1844; served in 1846 and 1846. 
Hiram Shoulder, elected in 1846; served in 1847 and 1848. 
James Pierson, elected in 1848; served in 1849 and 1850. 
Philo Porter, elected in 1850; served in 1861 and 1852; re-elected in 

18S2; eerved in 1853 and 1854. 
Daniel Wilson, elected in 1854; served in 1856 and 1856. 
David N. Green, elected in 1S5B; served in 1857 and 1858; re-eleoted 

in 1858; served in 1869 and 1860. 
John Whitcomb, elected in 1960 ; served in 1861 and 1862 ; re-elected 

in 1863; served in 1863 and 1884. 
Charles Powers, elected in 1864; served in 1865 and 1866. 
LiiciusM.Wing,elBoted!n 1866 ; served in 1867 and 1863;.re-eIeoted 

in 1868 ; served in 1869 and 1870. 
Lewis B.Johnson, elected in 1870; served in 1871 and 1872; re-elected 

in 1872 ; served in 1873 and 1674. 
Jaaon T. Gulp, elected in 1874; served in 1875 and 1876; re-elected 

in 1376; served in 1877 and 1878. 
Loring P. Wileoi, Coldwater, elected in 1878. 



Wales Adams, elected in 1333 ; served to end of 1834: re-elected ii 

1834; served in 1835 and 1836. 
C. P. Wesi, elected in 1836 ; served in 1837 and 1338 ; re-eleoted ii 

1838 ; served in 1839 and 1840. 
Henry B. Stillman, elected in 18J0 ; served in 1341 and 1312 ; re 

elected iu 1842 ; serveS in 1843 and 1844. 
C. P. Benton, elected in 1844; served in 1S45 and 1846; re-elected ii 

1846 ; served in 1347 and 1848. 
S. C. Rose, elected in 1848; served in 1849 and 1850. 
V. P. Wright, elected in 1850 ; served in 1861 and 1S52; re-elected ii 

1352 ; served in 1853 and 1354. 
Ebcn 0. Leach, elected in 1854; served in 1855 and 1356. 



ISenjan 



!. Webb 



^ed in 1 



erved ii 






elected in 1368; served in 1859 and 1360; re-elected in 18f 
served in 1861 and 1862. 
Hear; N, Lanrenee, elected in 1862; served in 1863 and 1864; 



Seth Dnnbam, elected in 1833; served to end of 1634 ; re-elected in 

1834; served in 1835 and 1836. 
Leonard Ellsworth, elected in 1636; served in 18.37 and 1838; re- 
elected in 1838; served in 1839 and 1340; re-elected in 1840; 

served in 1841 and 1842; died in October, 1842; George A. Coe 

acted till Dec. 31, 1842. 
Jared Pond, elected in 1342; served in 1843 and 1844; re-elected in 

1844; served in 1345 and 1946. 
Selleokeeymonr, elected in 1846; served in 1347 and 1843; re-elected 

in 1848 ; served in 1849 and 1850. 
Albert L. Porter, elected in 1850; served in 1851 and 1832 ; re-eleoted 

in 1852 ; served in 1853 and 1864. 
Curtis 8. Youngs, elected in 1854; served in 1355 and 1356. 
Francis B. Way, elected in 1356 ; served in 1867 and 1853, 
Franklin T. Eddy, elected i; 

elected in 1660 ; served in 1861 u 
Phineas P. Nichols, elected i 



rved in 1863 and 1864; 



■ed in 1867 and 1368; 
and 1670. 
served in 1371 and 



Charles A. Edmonds, elected in 1866; 

elected in 1868; served in 1860 
Daniel A. Donglas, elected in 1876 

elected in 1372; served in 1373 and 1874. 
Franklin T. Eddy, elected in 1874 ; served ii 

elected in 1876 ; served in 1877 and 1878. 
William H. Donaldson, elected in 1878. 



Seth Dnnham, elected in 1833 ; served in 1833 and 1834.* 

J. G. CorbuB, elected in 1840; served in 1341 and 1842, 

John T. Haynes, elected in 1342; served in 1843 and 1844; re-elected 
in 1844 ; served in 1846 and 1846 ; re-eleeled in 1846 ; served in 
1847 and 1848; re-elected in 1 848 ; served in 1348 and 1830. 

Hiram R. Aldon, elected in 1860 ; Served in 1851 and 1852. 

Wales Adams, elected in 1352 ; served in 1853 and 1354. 

Hiram Shoudlcr, elected in 1864 ; served in 1855 and 1856 ; re-elected 
in 1856; served in 186T and 1858. 

Cyrus 0. Lnee, elected in 1858; served in 1859 and 1860; re-elected 



II and Ii 



;sV. Calkins, elected id 



.5 and 1) 



!-elected in 1866; 



1867 BJ 



JohnWhiteomb,eleel«dinlS68; served in 1860 and 1370; re-elected 

in 1870; served in 1871 and 1872. 
Loring P. Wilcos, elected in 1872 ; served in 1873 and 1874; re-eleoted 

in 1874; served in 1875 and 1876. 
James R. Dickey, eleoted in 18J6 ; served in 1877 and 1878 ; re-elected 



n 1378. 



to be round from jaSi/ST»iO. | 
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18.— Ctarlfls Q. Ilan 



1840.— EnoB Q, Berrj, chairnmni WaieB Adams, Hiram Slioudler. 
1841.— Wales Adams, ehairman; Hiram ShoudLer, Oliver D. Colvin. 
18J2.— Hiram Shoudier, chairmnn; 0. D, Colvln, Hiram Qatdner. 



Silas A. Holbrook (ajipoiutad), 1833-36. 
William A. Kent (appointed), 1833-30. 
William B. Spraguo (appointed), 1837 and If 
Chaaler G. Hammond (appointed), I83T-40. 
Enoa 0. Berry (appointed), 1839 and 1840. 
William A. Kent (appointed), 184I.-44. 



nrd (ap 
Jehial H. Hard, 1345 and 1846. 



Bd), 1! 



Dunty judge, 1847-60. 



Bsbon G. Fuller, elected in 1850; served in 1851 and 1852. 
John G. Parkhurat, elected in 1850 ; served in 1851 and 19&2. 
Jnetin Lawyer, eleited in 1852; served in 1853 and 1854; re-eleotec 

in 1854; served in 185!> and 1858. 
Joseph B. Clark, elected in 1356 ; served in 1857 and 1358. 
Wallace W. Barrett, elected in 1858; served in 1859 and 1860; re 

elected in 1860; served in 1861 and 1862. 
David Tbompeon, elected in 1862; served in 1363 and 1864. 
Franklin E. Morgan and Willard J. Bowen, Coldwater, elected ii 

1864; served in 1865 and 1866. 
Willard J. Bowen and Jonas H. MoGowon, Coldwater, aleoled in 1866 

served in 1867 and 1868. 
Willard J. Bowen and Asa M. Tinker, elected in 1868; served ii 



186B and 1S70, 
Fraak S. Skeels and Ezra Berry, elected in 1870 ; served i 

1873. 
Eira lierry and Charles D. Wright, elected in 1873; serv 

and 1874; both re-elected in 1874; served in 187» an 
Charles h. Wright and Charles N. Legg, el&oted in 1876; 



n 1871 and 
■ed in 1873 



1877 01 



1878. 



Char 



s N. Lcgg and Nor 



I. Reynolds, elected in 
3 (si.'reE 1854). 



IsaaJj Middaugh and Israel R. Hall, elected in 1854 for two j( 

from the following Ist of January. 
A. C. Fisk and Charles D. Brown, elected in 1856 for two years, f 

the following 1st of January. 
John H. Bennett and Charles D. Brown, elected in 1853. 
George W. Johnson and Elmer Pseker, elected in 1860, 
Warren Byrnes and Elmer Packer, elected in 1862. 
Daniel Miller and John C. Hall, elected in 1864. 
Moses B. Chauncej and Barnabas B. Shoeoraft, elected in 1866. 
John H. Bennett and Geo. W. Johnson, elected in lSfi8. 
Jerome S. Woloolt and Nathan Tetlerly, elected in 1870. 
Chaa. H. Luvenell and Jacob Kincaid, elected in 1872. 
Chas. H. Lovewell and Edward Purdy, elected in 1874. 
Jerome Woloolt and Aaron A. Van Orthwick, elected in 1376. 
Roland Boot and Deinnson J. Sprague, elected in 1878. 

COUNTV SUHVEYORS (SINCE 1854). 

Philip H. Sprague, elected in 18S4 to serve two yeara, from the 
.-. lowing 1st of January. 
Murray Knowles, elected in 1856 for tiro years,from the following 

of January; re-elected in 1858. 
Silas It. Nye, elected in 18611. 



Araasa R. Day, elected in 1862 ; re-elected in 1864. 
Norman S. Andrews, elected in 1866; re-elected in II 
Titus Babcock, elected in 1870. 
J. H. Bennett, elected in 1S72; re-elected in 1874. 
Murray Knowles, elected in 1876; re-elected in 1878. 



Walter S. Perry, elected for two years 


in Apri 


1867. 


Albert A. Jones, elected for two years 


in Apri: 


1869. 


Albert A. Luce, elected for two years 


n April 


1871. 


Milo D. Campbell, elected for two yea 


sinAp 


il, 1873. 


John H. Bennett, elected for two year 


in Apr 


1, 186S. 


George W. Fisk, elected for two years 


n April 


1871. 



Edwo 



n 1842 a 



1843. 



George A. Coe, Coldwater, elected in 1845 ; served in 1846 and 1347. 

EnosG. Berry, Qui ncy, elected in 1847; served in 1848 and 184S. 

Alfred French, Bronson, elected in ISSO; served in ISSl and 1852. 

Joseph C. Leonard, Union, elected in 1852; served in 1853 and 18A4. 

L. T. N. Wilson, Coldwater, elected in 1854; served in 1855 and 1858. 

Aaahel Brown, Coldwater, elected in 1858; served in 185B and 186«. 

Darius Monroe, Bronson, elected in 1860; served in 1861 and 1862; 
re-elected in 1862; served in 1863 and 1864. 

Cyrus a. Luce, Gilend, elected in 1864; served in 1865 and 1866; re- 
elected in 1366 ; served in 1867 and 1868. 

John H. Jones, Quiney, elected in 1368; served in 1869 and 1870. 

Caleb D. Randall, Coldwater, elected in 1870 ; served in 1871 and 1872. 

Jonas H. McGowan, CoWwaler, elected in 1872; served in 1873 and 
1874. 

John II. Jones, CJuincy, elected in 1874; s 

Franklin B. Morgan, Coldwater, elected ii 
1878. 

Hiram Aldcn, Coldwater, elected for one y. 

November of that year) ; re-elected ic 

William A. Kent, Prairie River (now Bri 



■ved in 1875 and 1876. 



in 1835 (term began i 
136 to serve in 1337. 
)n); el&jted in 1836 1 



Jared Pond, Branch, elected in 1833, served in 1839. 

Charles G. Hammond, Union, elected in 1839; served in 1840; re- 
elected in 1840 fej serve in 1841. 

Justus Goodwin, Union, olecUd in 1841 ; served in IS42. 

Martin Olds, Batavia, elected in 1842 ; served in 1843. 

Wales Adams, Bronson, elected in 1843 ; served in 1844 ; re-eieotad in 
1344; served in 1845. 

William B. Sprague, Coldwater, elected in 1845 ; served in 1846. 

Alvarada Brown, Quincy, elected in 1846 ; served in 1847. 

Justus Goodwin, Union, elected in 1S48; served in 1847. 

Alvorado Brown, Quincy, elected in 1847 ; served in 1848. 

B. F. Ferris, Sherwood, elected in 1847 ; serred in 1848. 

George A. Coe, Coldwater, elected in 1848; served in 1849. 

Oliver D. Culver, Kindarhook, elected in 1849; served in 1850. 

Roland Root, Coldwater, elected in 1849; served in 1350. 

Sol, L. Lawrence. Girard, elected in 1850; served in 1851 and 1852. 

Roland Root, Coldwater, elected in 1850 ; served in 1851 and 1852. 

William P. Arnold, Quincy, elected in 1852 ; served in 1853 and 1854. 

Jas. B. Tompkins, Girard, elected in 1853; serred in I85S and 1854. 

Cyrus G. Luce, Oilead, elected in 1854; served in 1865 and 1856. 

H. C. Hurd, Union City, elected in 1854; served in 1855 and 1856, 

Elijah Leiand, Quincy, elected in 1856 ; served in 1857 and 1858. 

Edward Perry, Union City, elected in 1856; served in 1857 and 1868. 

Augustus S. Glessnor, Coldwater, elected in 1858; served in I86B and 



1860. 



rred in 1859 and 1860. 
ed in 1861 and 1862. 
irred in 1861 and 1862, 



Edward Perry, Union City, electe 
Wm. Chase, Kinderhook, elected 
Homer C. Hurd, Union City, eloclj 
Jesse Bowen, Quincy, elected in 1862 ; served in 1363 and 1864. 
Charles W. Wetherby, Gilead, elected in 1862; served in 1863 and 
1864. 
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John H. Jones, Quiacj, elected in 1661; served in 


1865 and 1866. 


Geo. W. Van Aken, Coldwater, elected in 1874. 


Dariui Monroe. Broneon, elected in 1884; served 


n 1865 and 1866. 


EraBtus J. Welker, Kinderbook, elected in 1876; served in 1 87 J and 


Julius S. Barber, ColdwBter, elected in ie66i se 


ved in 1867 and 


1378. 


1868. 




Kodney K. Twaddcll, Quincy, elected in 1876; served in 1877 and 


IdBBO D. BCD.II, Sherwood, elected in 1866. 




1878. 


Jolin H. JonM, Quincy, oleoted in 1966. 




Rodney K. Twaddell, Quincy, elected in 1878. 


Isaac D. Beali, Shernood, elected in 1868; served 


n 1869 and 1870. 


Calvin T Thorp, Sherwood, eleoled in 1378. 


Eirs Bostwiot, Union City, elected in 1868. 






Jamee A. Williams. Quinoj, elected in 1868. 




MEMBEBg OF CONSTITUTIONAL OONVEBTIOIIS. 


J. A. WilliamB, Quinc;, elected in 18TI); served in 


1871 and 1872. 


Conventi n of September, 1338, Harvey Warner, Coldwaler. 


Harvey Haynea, Goldwater, elected la 1870. 




Convention of December, 1836, James B. Tompkins, Girard.* 


Geo. E. Sillam, Bronson, elected in 1870. 




Convention of 1850, Wales Adams, Bronson; Alvarado Brown, 


Geo. W. VanAken, Coldwater, elected in 1872; s 


rved in 1873 and 


Quino Asahel Brown, Algansee. 


1874. 




Convention nf 1867, Cyrus G. Luce, Oilead; Asabel Brown, Cold- 


BraatuB J. Welker, Kinderhook, elocted in 1372. 


n 187a and 1876. 


water. 


aeo. P. Robinson, Noble, eleoUd in 1874; served i 


.I.Idt,«ttak»hi,s.a.. 
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CITY OF OOLDWATER 



The early associations oF Coldwator, as of tlie entire 
legion surrounding it, are inseparably connected with the 
Indian ; and yet this peculiar race enter but little into the 
actual hist-ory of the early settlement of the hamlet. The 
foremost pioneers came but a few years before the govern- 
ment had consigned them to their Western reservations, 
and they were but passive characters in the scenes which 
accompanied the first clearing of the country,— leading a 
nomadic life, pitching their wigwama here and there as 
pleasure or abundant supplies of game might dictate, and 
continually living in the fear of the edict which should 
remove them from their native forests and consign them to 
the hunting-grounds of the far West. The first projectors 
of the village have so far perpetuated the memory of the 
Indian as to have christened it in their own language. 
It was originally called Lyons, one of the early residents 
having named it after his native town of that name in New 
York State. But, upon conferring with others, who, like 
himself, were emigrants, it was decided to give it the name, 
it at present bears, of Coldwuter, from the Indian Cltuck- 
sew-yti-ltsh. In the bed of the little river, which runs 
through (he western portion of the city, were springs con- 
stantly bubbling up of very much lower temperature than 
the surrounding water. The Indian placed his hand in 
this water and exclaimed chuck-sew-ya^bish ! (cold water.) 
Hence the derivation of the word. 

As early as 1830 there was no thoroughfare other than 
the Chicago road. This ran through the northern portion 
of the present city, and was simply the Indian trail followed 
by them in their westward wanderings, and marked out in 
the year 1829. It was not worked until 18.^2, and con- 
sisted before that time of simple guides or marks, such as 
were employed by the tribes; the blazing of trees and 
clearing of brush furnishing the only intimation to the 
traveler that his course was a direct one. On the ground 
now covered by the cemetery and one and a half miles west 
was a trading-post, and another was located two and a half 
miies east. In 1830, Hugh Campbell located the ground 
now occupied by the Lewis Art Gallery on Chicago Street, 
and erected a log house, living there until the following 
year. Afterwards came Abram F. Bolton, who died in 
Napoleon, Jackson Co., some years since, and John Morse, 
who kept B hotel two miles east and twenty rods south of 
the present Chicago road. Then came Lemuel Bingham 
and family, Robert J. Cross, and William H. Cross, and 
entered all the land on section 22, with the exception of 
two lots on the west side of the section. 

Col. A. F. Bolton was the first justice of the peace for 

Coldwater, receiving his appointment in the fall of 1830 ; 

Robert J. Cross being the second, of whom it is. related 

that on being proposed for the office he at first declined, 

15 



but on being pressed accepted on condition that one of his 
friends, better versed in judicial lore, teach him the differ- 
ence between a summons and a subpoena. The first trial 
by jury was also held before the colonel, in the year 1836, 
who did not recognise any absolute necessity for receiving 
ore dispensing justice, and forthwith 
the culprit, who was a mulatto, and had been 
convicted of larceny. 

Joseph Hanchett took up the east half of the northeast 
quarter of section 21, and Robert Abbott took up the west 
half of the northeast quarter of the same section. At 
this time the whole of Branch County was known as the 
township of Green, and attached to St, Joseph County for 
judicial purposes. The county-seat in the year 1831 was 
Masonville, on the Coldwater River. It was subsequently 
removed to Branch, and finally Coldwater bore away the 
laurels. The strife connected with the question of a county- 
seat is familiar to the early residents, and the rival aspirants 
for this disiinction were uncertain as to the issue until 1842, 
when a decree of the Legislature fixed it at Coldwater. 
Allen Tibbets, one of the earliest pioneers, who still resides 
in Coldwater, and retains a vivid recollection of early events, 
entei'ed the west half of the southwest quarter of section 
22, and at the same time owned the west half of the north' 
west quarter of section 22. Mr. Tibbets then occupied 
the log house built by Hugh Campbell, a very primitive 
affair, with no floors, and the beds resting on the ground. 
Kudc and uncomfortable as this shelter seems to us in these 
later days of luxury, Mr. Hanchett was glad to share the 
comforts which its limited quarters afforded. Mr. Tibbets, 
who was a clei^yman, has the distinction of preaching the 
first sermon in Coldwater. He is now in his seventy-fiflh 
year, and in many interesting conversations with the writer 
has given a very remarkable record of his life. He relates 
the following : " I never swore an oath or took a chew of 
tobacco or smoked a whole cigar. I never bought or sold 
a drink of whisky or brandy for myself. I never owned 
or carried a pistol. I never made a kite or played a game 
of marbles. I never sung a song or played a game of 
checkers, billiards, or croquet, nor a game of cards. In a 
travel of over one hundred thousand miles by public co^- 
veyances I never met with an accident or was a moment too 
late when it depended upon my own exertion. I never 
skated a rod or struck a man a blow with my fist. I can 
repeat more of the Bible than any man living of whom I 
have any knowledge. I have given instruction to more 
than two hundred thousand pupils. I am the only one alive 
of the persons who composed the first church in this city 
and county. I have given away more real estate to this 
city than all its other inhabitants. I preached for fifteen 
years and traveled more than five hundred « 
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funerals, and all the salary I ever received was a pound of 
toa worth seventj-five cents." Surely a very remarkable 
record. 

The village of Coldwater was laid out in 1832. The 
post-office at this time vas one and a half miles west, at 
Masonville, with Harvey Warner as the first postmaster ; 
but it was later removed to Branch, and the postmaster, re- 
taining his office, also removed to that poiut. In 1833 an 
office was established at Coldwater, with Silas A. Hulbrook 
as postmaster. In July of 1832, those of the early settlers 
who had children were desirous of having them receive such 



instruction as was possibl 
Cynthia Gtoyd opened a 
the public square, with n 
school building was erei 
Pearl Streets, and this 
" old red school-house,'' 
the same lot on Hudsoi 
blacksmith -shop. The ( 
was intended to be on 
Streets, which at that e 
woods, but Mr. Tibbets 
location to ■ 



unsettled country, and Miss 
school in a cabin one mile east of 
inepupiis. In 1834 the first public 
!l«d on the corner of Hudson and 
was soon after Bupcrsedcd by the 
which stood on the north end of 
I Street, and was later used as a 
iriginal bite of this school building 
the corner of Chicago and Clay 
arly day was an unbroken piece of 
made a proposition to change the 
convenient and accessible, and offered 
to donate a lot sis by twelve rods in size for the purpose, 
which offer was accepted, and the school-house was at once 
erected. Peter Martin, who has since died in Wisconsin, 
erected a saw-mill in 1832, and for a time furnished moat of 
the material which the settlers used in making for them- 
selves comfortable habitations. Before that time a pilgrim- 
age to the Pocahontas mills, one mile south of the village of 
Branch, was necessary when timber was to be dressed and 
made ready for use. At the latter mills was sawed the 
timber for the construction of the first frame house, which 
was built by Harvey Warner for Silas A. Holbrook. 

In 1832 the village was platted, the survey having been 
made by James B. Tompkins, who still survives and resides 
in the township of Girard. The previous year, Joseph 
Hanchett erected what for the times was a residence far in 
advance of the log houses of the day. It was simply a 
block-house, the timbers of which were hewn outside, and 
gave it a more finished aspect than was common among its 
less pretentious neighbors. It stood on ground now covered 
by a portion of the east side of flionroe Street, north of 
Chicago Street, and opposite the post-office. 

At this era there were no grist-mills nearer than Tecumseh 
or Coustantine, and the meal used for food, which was prin^ 
cipally corn, was ground by a novel and interesting process. 
An oak l<^, about two and a half feet in diameter, was 
chopped to a length of three feet and placed on end. By 
chopping and burning, a mortar-like hole was made in the 
top of it, afier which, by means of a spring-pole with a 
pounder attached to the end, the corn, which was placed in 
the depression made at the top of the log, was pounded. 
It was then sifted, the finer portion being made into corn- 
bread and the coarser into samp. In this primitive manner 
did the early pioneers of this now flourishing and beautiful 
city subsist. 

Wild animals were frequently to be seen, and wolves were 
not uncommon visitors at the door-yards of the inhabitants. 
Early m IS'i'i the little community was thrown into the 



greatest excitement and alarm by the startling report that 
Black Hawk, a noted chief of the Pottawatfaiaws, was 
leading the Indians of the West and North on an expedi- 
tion of plunder and massacre. The report, alas ! proved 
too true. A call upon the scattered settlers was quickly 
made, and all capable of bearing anus were summoned to 
the field. In a few d.ijs the quiet village was thronged 
with soldiers and resounded with the strains of martiul 

Soon the little army, augmented by all the neighbors for 
miles around, took up the line of march for the more im- 
mediate scene of strife, commanded by Gen. Brown, of Te- 
cumseh, who acted under Gen. John K. Williams, of the 
regular army, then stationed at Detroit. A few days of 
intense ansiety supervened. One sultry day in June was 
seen approaching in the distance a single 
with the dust and foam of hard travel. The c 
of the inhabitants who remained at home was intense, when 
the stranger proclaimed the fact that " The Indians have 
burned Chicago, massacred all the inhabitants, and are 
sweeping through the settlements and rapidly approaching 
usi" This intelligence, which, for the time, was believed, 
was not contradicted until the following day, when the stage 
brought the glad tidings that matters were safe at the West. 
Gen. Brown and his command went as far as Niles, and 
there encamped. An engagement occurred beyond Chi- 
cago, and the desperate chief was captured. The troops 
then returned to their homes. 

The only communication between Chicago and Detroit 
at this time was by stage. This mode of travel, however 
primitive it may seem to us, was in early days regarded not 
only as "speedy but luxurious. Tliese stages were well ap- 
pointed, and stopped at all the settlements. 

The first death that occurred in the village was that of a 
child of Allen Tibbets, aged about two yeara, who died Oct. 
17, 1831, and was buried on Mr. Tibbets' old farm. The 
remains were, later, removed to the cemetery. A death had 
occurred previous to this, but none in the settlement of Cold- 
water. The first child born in the village was a child of 
Allen Tibbets,— Harriet Maria,— and the date June II, 
1832. The first marriage was that of Dr. Enoch Chase 
and Miss Ellsworth, the doctor having been surgeon and 
adjutant of the battalion commanded by Maj. Jones in the 
Black Hawk war. The first phyiician in Coldwater was 
Dr. Wm. Henry, who airived in the summer of 1830 from 
Cayuga Co., N. Y. He wis a gentleman of advanced years. 
This was before the tide of omigraiton had set in, and emi- 
grants to the^Territory were principally attracted to the east 
side. An arrival at that time w is in event, and a family 
appearing with the intention of making a permanent loca- 
tion was welcomed with a degree of cordiality which could 
leave no question of its genuineness. John Wilson and 
wife came in 1832, and located on the ground now covered 
by Dr. John H. Beach's residence, Mr, Tibbets offering 
them the lot as an inducement to build. Silas A. Holbrook 
opened a store in 1831, the goods having been furnished by 
Glover Hibbard, who came the following year, and died, 
after a very brief residence, of congestive chills. One of 
the old .residents describ(s the village at this time as little 
more than a vast farm, with hills of corn a 
I losiGd by V 
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ing the present squares of the city. Many new-comera 
were obliged to camp out until suitable accommodations 
could be afforded them, though there was certainly no lack 
of such hospitality as was possible to offer. 

The year 1835 was rendered memoRible by the advent 
of a colony from the East, some of ttie leading spirits of 
which, by their enterprise and business capacity, materially 
influenced the destiny of the future city. Among them 
were Bradley Crippen and his four sons,— Lorenzo D. (who 
died in this city in 1864), Philo H., Benjamin, and Rev. 
Klliott M., — James Fisk, Thomas Dougherty (who still sur- 
vives), Francis Smith, Dr. William B. Sprague (living in 
the city). Dr. Darwin Littlefield, James Haines and his sons 
John T. (who died on shipboard while en route for Califor- 
nia), Levi, Harvey, and James. James Haines, on his arri- 
val, erected a very comfortable abode, one and a half stories 
high, Harvey Warner being the carpenter. The houses 
previous to this time had been built without stone founda- 
tions, — there being no stones on the open prairie, and it was 
eupposed'noneon the timber-land which had not been eleared. 
It was also very difficult to construct wells, as it was almost 
impossible to obtain stone with which to wall them. 

About 1835 the village assumed a more progressive 
aspect, improvements were marked, and new life was in- 
fused into the hamlet by the increasing emigration. Allen 
Tibbets built during the year a frame bouse, which was 
not only spacious but imposing in comparison to its hum- 
bler neighbors. S. A. Holbrook erected a building, and 
Dr. Chase also built on a lot sold him by Mr. Tibbels, on 
condition that he would erect within two years a residence 
apon it. Buildings were in such demand that it was diffi- 
cult to keep pace with the wants of the community. Every 
new structure that rose had an immediate tenant, and the 
want of lath and piaster was no obstacle to the occupant. 

Parley Stockwell, who still survives, and resides in the 
city, came in 1835, and engaged for a while in buying 
cattle and supplying the residents with fresh meat. He 
speaks with much satisfaction of the generosity of James 
Hanchett, who, soon after his arrival, loaned him money 
with wliich to buy fourteen head of cattle, for which lie 
paid fifty dollars apiece, and refused any security for the 
loan. 

Chauncey Strong came during this year, and entered 
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b he money never reached 
nd 1 en being made at Kala- 
le able to bear the loss, the 
citizens raised a subscription, and the land was rapidly paid 
for, precautions having been taken to guard the second time 
against postal accidents. 

The agitation of the point at which to locate a county- 
seat finally induced the Governor to appoint a commission 
to determine upon the site. This commission embraced 
Henry Disbrow, Daniel O'Kcefe, and Charles Grant. They 
selected Branch, it being the geographical centre of the 
county, and entered a considerable tract of land at that 
• point. These lands were offered later at such extravagant 
rates that it was not easy to become a purchaser, and much 



dissatisfaction ensued. Finally a petition was circulated 
praying for the removal of the seat, and after several efforts 
it was ultimately changed to its present location. On bo 
slight a tenure as this at one time hung the destinies of 
Coldwater. Between the years 1836 and 1840 much sick- 
ness prevailed, fever and congestive chills being very com- 
mon, and ofVen fatal. . Twenty-five and thirty deaths a 
month were not uncommon. This was generally attributed 
to a mill-dam south of the city. Tlie people resolved to 
rid themselves of the nuisance, and one morning in a body 
chained upon the offending structure and tore it down. 
Mr. Frink, one of the proprietors, having remonstrated, 
they threw him into the water without ceremony. The 
sanitary condition of the place improved from that time, 
and ultimately became perfectly healthy. 

In 1836, L. D. Halsted came from New York State and 
opened a tailor-shop. Bringing with him nothing but a 
thimble as the badge of his craft, he has continued to reside 
in Coldwater, where by industry and application to business 
he has earned a competence. 

In 1837 the village of Coldwater was organized, with a 
president, board of trustees, and other officers necessary to 
a village government. We have been so fortunate after 
much research and labor as to find the original record of 
the first election, and herewith afford our readers an excel- 
lent fac-simi!c of the document. 

The same year the Coldwater Bank was organized, and 
forma so important a part of the early history of the city 
that we have devoted some space to it under the head of 
the " Banks." 

The first ball given in Coldwater occurred Jan. 8, 1838. 
Hull and Arnold's orchestra furnished the music. Mr. 
Hull taught the first dancing-school, in the winter of 1 839, 
and gave the music at the inauguration ball of Gen. Harri- 
son, in 1841, of James K. Polk, in 1845, at the American 
House, and of Gen. Taylor, in 1849, at the Franklin Hotel. 
They have continued from that time to the present to fiir- 
nish excellent music on all prominent social occasions, 
being now in the forty-second year of their organization. 

At this time there were two hotela,— the Eagle and 
American, — bo^ of which did a flourishing business. The 
first Methodist church was also erected at this period, which 
was a substantial structure, built of wood, and six years 
lat«r the firat Baptist church was constructed. All supplies 
at this time were brought from Detroit, the round trip being 
a distance of two hundred and forty miles. Prices were high, 
— a barrel of salt costing twelve dollars to deliver, and nails 
eight dollars, with three dollars added for transportation. 

The first brick building was erected for Messrs. Porter 
& Wendell and Skeels & Lewis, who occupied it as a store, 
the site being the present location of the Michigan South- 
ern Bank. Later, Dr. Wm. B. Sprague erected, on Chicago 
Street, a pretentious residence, which is still standing. 

One of the events of the year 1840 was the Tippecanoe 
campaign. The citizens of Coldwater held a Hard Cider 
Log Cabin celebration, which rivaled in zeal if not in num- 
bers the political rallies of the present day. It was the 
great occasion of the year, and the growing village was the 
centre of such an enthusiastic crowd of patriots as was sel- 
dom gathered together in the Territory. / ("^f^Ml 1 1 "" 
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Fanners from the East came in Dumbcrs, and the country 
adjacent to the village was rapidly settled and improved. 

In 1842 the wheat crop was almost entirely blasted by 
insects, and prices rose correspondingly ; but, as a compensa- 
tion for this disaster, the year following produced the largest 
wheat crop ever known since that period. In 1847 and 
1848 brick honses became more numerous, Bradiey Plato 
having established a brick-yard at Branch, and supplied the 
increasing demand. Roland Root had previously built a 
bouse which had a stone foundation, and was regarded as 
one of the finest residences of the time. 

We give a rimmi of the business a.spect of the village at 
this time. There were four hotels, — the Morse, kept by 
Christopher Dickenson ; the Eagle, kept by John J. Cur- 
tis, and standing on the site of the present Soutlieru Mich- 
igan ; the American, kept by Anselum Arnold; and the 
National, at the west end of the village, kept by Alanson 
Bacon. These, with one exception, were all burned at 
later periods. The Franklin was built in place of the 
American, and kept by Dr. Hanchett, and the present 
Southern Michigan superseded the Eagle. The leading 
business men were Lockwood & Williams, Mr. Williams 
having died in 1849; BuUard & Cole, A. T. Groendyke, 
Roland Root, John T. Hajnes, Asa Parish & Co., and 
Coon Brothers. The lawyers were E. G. Fuller, who still 
survives and is in active practice ; George A. Coe, who died 
in this city in 1869 ; John W. Turner ; H. 0. and James 
Gilbert. The physicians comprised the following names; 
Drs. William H. Hanchett, H. B. Stiilman, Darwin Little- 
field, and Napoleon Byron Welper. Dr. Isaac P. Alger 
began pi'aetice in 1848, Dr. S. 8. Cutler, the year pre- 
viously, and Dr. John H. Beach in 1850. A more ex- 
tended review of (he medical profession and the bar of 
the city will be given in its appropriate place. The tailors 
were William H. Harpham, John D. Wood, and Lorenzo 
D. Halsted. The druggists were Drs. Littlefield, Hanchett, 
and Stiilman. There were two newspapers, the CMwater 
Sentinel, published by Albert Chandicr ; and the Branch 
County Journal, issued by Thompson Brothers. 

The first school, of nine pupils, had developed in num- 
bers so rapidly that three district schools wVe the outgrowth 
of this early effort ; and, after some agitation of the matter 
by the citiaens, the present Union school was organized, 
its roll now embracing eleven hundred scholars. 

The painters were Silas Bellamy, Morris Howe, and one 
Melvin. The wagon-maker was Burt Etheridge, who also 
enjoyed a considerable reputation as a millwright. The 
machinists were 0. C. Graham and William Walton. The 
blacksmiths, Levi Burdick and John Hyde. Henry Moore 
was watchmaker for the citizens of the little village, and 
his work bore evidence that he had learned his trade thor- 
oughly. Ramsdell, Pelton & Co, were the proprietors of 
the only oil-mil! and distillery. An event of much interest 
in 1849 was the first general training. General Stevens 
commanded the brave militia, who performed their evolu- 
tions on this occasion much to the delight of the youth of 
the neighborhood and the amusement of the older heads. 

In 1852 the present court-house was built, and though 

not now remarkable for architectural grace, is superior in 

■ ■ v^Kfvt^in to the edifice as it originally stood. The awk- 



ward arrangement of certain appointments connected with 
the court-room elicited from one of the judges the remark 
that the architect who designed it deserved to be sentenced 
to the penitentiary. 

About this time oqcurred the robbery of the county treas- 
ury. The treasurer had drawn sixteen hundred dollars to be 
distributed among the various school districts. He placed the 
funds in his safe,whichwasapparcnllyno more secure against 
the cunning of the skillful crucksroan than are those of the 
present day. During the night the lock was broken and 
the money abstracted, Several parties were suspected, and 
one Sandy arrested, tried, convicted, and sentenced to the 
penitentiary. The township of Coldwater had already been 
paid, but the loss fell heavily upon other less fortunate 
townships. By a special act of Legislature the money was 
reassessed back to the State, and the various townships 
were reimbursed, the State sustaining the loss. The year 
1850 is remembered from the disastrous fire that occurred 
on the south side of Chicago Street, and which consumed 
the early records of the village, then in the village clerk's 
office. This was but the forerunner, however, of a confla- 
gration on the opposite side of the street the year following, 
sweeping the whole block in its progress, and creating great 
havoc among the inhabitants. As a remarkable evidence 
of the enet^ and ambition of the business men of that day, 
it may be staled that immediately new and commodious 
buildings rose phtenix-like from the ruins of the old, and 
in a very brief time all evidence of the late calamity was 
eifaecd. 

During that year the Michigan Southern Railroad — the 
track of which had been laid the preceding year— was 
completed, and the road in operation With this railroad 
came an era of prosperity 1 e un y F rm rs found 
an outlet for tlieir produe an 1 a a e m h b low the 
ordinary cost of transporta on wh le he 1 le llage was 
rendered easily accessible p chase n 

The inhabitants of Coldw we e h wn n o onster- 
nation during the building of this road by a not among the 
laborers who were employed in its construction. The ^ent 
of the company was one Sargent, who had allowed his 
finances to become sadly entangled, and the men, not having 
for some time received any pay, rebelled and became very 
boisterous. They advanced en masse to the portion of the 
road adjacent to the city, and proceeded to tear up the 
track and fill the space with dirt. Matters at length be- 
came so serious that a resort to extreme measures was ne- 
cessary. The marshal with a posse of men was ordered to 
the scene of the disturbance, and for a time it seemed that 
bloodshed was inevitable, but by the excellent tact of the 
marshal, Mr. Roland Root, the matter was finally quieted, 
and the men eventually received a portion, if not all their 
pay. 

At this period money was not as plenty as it afterwards 
became. Mr. John Roberts relates as an instance of this 
fact that he and a brother purchased a tract of land, giving 
a mortgage therefor, the interest payable in good potatoes 
at cash price. The mortgagee found it difficult to sell from 
the peculiar character of the interest payment. 

Among the most interesting pioneers whom it has been** 
the writer's pit 
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Peckham, wlio came from Cajiiga County, N, Y., in 1836, 
and located upun a trntt of land ono mile south of the city. 

They have been united in marriage sixty-seven years, 
and are still hale and active, though this venerable gentle- 
man is able to indulge m a retrospect embracing nearly 
ninety years. They now reside in the city, having retired 
from the busy cares of the farm. 

The good citizens of the village were resolved to main- 
tain the moral character of the community, as the following 
ordinance indicates 



'■ Tbo Presidtn 



ind Trn 



seuflhe VillngDOf Coli 






"Section 1. If any person ahall keep, or knowingly suffer t« lis 
kept, ID an; house, building, yard, garden, or dependency IhereoT by 

any table for tbo purpoeo of playing at BilUarda, or Buffer any pereon 

Diae, or any un!aKful game, every person so offending, ahall, for eauh 
end every euch offense forfeit tbo sum of One Handred Dollars. 

"Skctidn 2. If any person ehall keep, or knowingly suffer to be 
kept, in any house, building, yard, garden, or dependency thereof, or 
in any field by him onned or oooapied, within the limits of this cor- 

of Nine Fins, or any other like game, whether to bo played with one 
or more balls, or with nine or any other number of pins, or shall Buffer 
any person t{i resort to the same for the purpose of playing at any 

sach offense, forfeit the sum of One Hundred Dollars. 

"Section 3. All penalties and forfeitures mentioned in this Ordi- 
nance may be recovered in an action of Debt, before any Justice of 
the Peaee, residing in this Village, in the name of the ' President and 
Trnstees of the Village of Coldwater,' for the use of the Corporation. 

" Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect and lie in force imme- 
diately after it shall have been published in the Coldwnler Setiimel 



three I 



vcly. 



" Passed Sept. 18, 1851. 



The village continued to i 
TOrtance, though no events of special moment (ranapired. 
iThe cliurches were rebuilt, and new and imposing sti-uctures 
took the places of the old. In no one thing does Coidwater 
indicate her advance and the moral sentiment which per- 
vades the community more than in the devotion of her citi- 
zens lo church interests. The various demirai nations vie 
with each other in the elegance of their church edifices, 
and an unusual proportion of the whole population are 
regular attendants on divine service. During this period 
many public and private buildings were erected and various 
enterprises established, which aided greatly in advancing 
the interests of the place. Some of these are already treated 
more fully as separate organizations in this history. 

In 1861 the citizens, having become more ambitious in 
the science of government, obtained a city charter, and the 
village became from that time known as (he city of Cold- 
water, with its regularly- elected mayor and board of alder- 

The following are the original entries made on territory 
now comprised within the city limits : 



John Morse, 80 ai 



Robert H. Abbott, i 



Harvoy Warner, 5 acres, Aug. 8, 1837. 
E. G. Fuller, 5 aeres, Sept. 1, 1842. 
W. H. Hanehett, 5 aerea, Sept., 1343. 

D. Waterman, 2^^, acres, Aug. 8, 1837. 

C. H. Williams, 2^ aores, Aug. 8, 183T. 
James Pierson, 5 acres, Sept. 1, 1842. 
Jnmes Pierson, S acres, Sept. I, 1842. 
John T. Haynes, S acres, Sept. 1, 1842. 
Wm. n. Cross, 5 acres, Aug. 8, 1837. 
Roland Root, 5 acres, Sept., 1842. 

L. D. A P. H. Crippen, 11^% acres, Sept. 1, 184!. 

J. T. Hajnes, 2-f^ acres, April 20, 1847. 

L. D. & P. n. Crippen, i^V acres, Sept. 1, 1812. 

Wm. L. Gilbert, ^ aero, Fob. 27, 1843. 

L. D. A P. H. Crippen, 5 acres, Sept. 1, 1842. 

L. D. & P. H. Cripvien, & acres, Sept. I, 1842, 

Ira Paddock, 10 acres, Aug. 8, 1837. 

Tbos. Dooherty, 10 acres, Aug., 1837. 

Wm. L. Gilbert, 10 oeres, Sept. 1, 1843. 

A. Chandler, 5 acres, Sept., 1842. 
Kohind Root, 5 acres, Sept., 1842. 
L. D. Ciippen, 10 acres, Sept., 1842. 

E. W. Crippen, 10 aores, Deo. 7, 1842, 
P. H. Crippen, 10 acres, Aug. 8, 1837. 
P. ir. Crippen, 10 oorca, Aug. 8, 1837. 
Isaac Pierce, 20 aores, Sept. 1, 1842. 
Joseph II. Hanehett, SO aeres, May 1, 1843. 
John A. McCrea, 40 acres, April 20, 1855. 

W. H. Paddock (admin.), 20 acres, April, 1855. 
George Quick, 20 acres, April, 18^5. 
Asa Parish, 20 aores, April, 1855, 

D. Littk'field, 20 aores, April, 1855. 

S. A. Holbrook, 20 acres, April, 18S5. 

B. Crippen, 3^ acres, Aug. 8, 1837. 
II. Buell, 10 acres, Sept. 1, 1842. 
Isaac Pierce, 9^^^ acres, Aug. 8, 1837. 
B. Crippen, 10 acres, Sept. 1, 1842. 
J. H. Hard, 10 acres, Juno 10, 1848. 
T. Doogerty, 10 acres, Aug. 8, 1837, 
James Pierce, 20 aeroa, Aug. 8, 1837. 
B. Crippen, 20 aores, Aug. 8, 1837. 

J. O. Warner, 20 acres. Sept, 1, 1842. 
B. W. Crippeu; 20 acres, Sept., 1842. 
A. Parish, 20 acres, Sept., 1842. 
J. F. Ilaynos, 40 acres, Sept., 1842. 
J, F. Haynes, 2,^ acres, Jan. 15, 1851. 
J. F. Haynes, 5 aores, Jan., 1851. 
George Quick, 6 acres, Jan., 1851. 
E.G. Parsons, 2i5„aereB, Jan., 1351. 
J. G. Parkhursl, 4-^^ acres, Jan., I85J. 



Abram F. Boltcn, 89^^ acres, Dec. 1, 1829. 
Junius II. Hatch, 03^ acres, Aug. 23, 1S33. 
Junius H. Hatch, 63^ acres, Sept. 10, 1833. 
Sylvester Smith, 73j^ acres, Juno 11, 1835, 



E. S. * J. H. Hanehett, 52 acres, April 8, 1835, 
Joseph Hanehett, 62^ aorea, June 12, 1835, 
Pftriey Stockwell, 54^ acres, Aug. 31, 1835. 



John Morse, 80 acres, Oct. 14, 1830. 
A. F. Bolton, 80 acres, Jan. Ifl, 1831. 
L. L. Bingham, 80 acres, Jan. 27, 1832. 



Joseph Hanehett, Jr., SO a. 



1, Nov. 8, 1831. 



Peter Martin, 80 u 
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Among the chief attract i jus of the citj i? lh 
Gallery, an extensive coUecticii ot firti^n ani At 
works of art, which by the mumfiLeDce of the owner are 
enjoyed by the public at stated timea The refiniiifr influ- 
ence of such a collectiHi can scarcely be measured, ■ind its 
effect in creating taste for art and a correct eye for cobr is 
very apparent in the immediate parts of the State from which 
the gallery is easily accessible. A coraprehensive idea of 
the enterprise and its merits will be given elsewhere. The 
Ladies' Library Association, which was establislicd some 
tiracafVer, in its Cluietwayhaaaccomplished equally as much, 
and merits a more extended history in its proper place. 

It is the province of the city historian not so much to 
relate facts and occurrences that have come within the ob- 
servation of present inhabitants, or trace the later progress 
of the city, which is to most readers already as familiar as 
"household words," but to bring down from the musty 
records of the past such early pioneer experiences as will 
enable us to connect the past with the present. 

This we have very briefly done, and the iittle hamlet of 
nearly half a century gone was but the germ which, fostered 
and encouraged by the spirit of enterprise born in the sturdy 
hearls of the early emigrants, has developed into the attract- 
ive and beautiful city of Coldwater, with ils long, wide 
streets, lined with elegant residences and rich foliage, its 
costly churches, its well-developed business enterprise, and 
the refinement and culture of its inhabitants. 

MBTOODIST EPISCOPAL CHDRCU. 

The first society of the Methodist Episcopal Church of 
Coldwater was organized by Rev. E. H. Pilcher, preacher 
in charge of Teoumseh circuit, June 19, 1832, in the log 
house of Allen Tibbita. Its membership consisted of four 
persons, viz., Allen Tibbits, local preacher, Caroline M. 
Tibbits, his wife, Joseph Hanchett, and Nancy Hanchett. 

This was the first religious society organized in Branch 
County. 

The first sermon preached in what is now the beautifiil 
city of Coldwater was delivered by Allen Tibbits, in his 
own little log house, on the fourth Sabbath of July, 1831. 
In October, 1831, Rev. B. H. Pilcher preached the first 
funeral discourse ever delivered in Branch County, It was 
the funeral of a daughter of Allen Tibbits, the first white 
person who had died in the county. 

In the fall of 1832, Rev. William Sprague became the 
pastor of this little flock, and during his pastorate Miss 
Amelia Harrison was added to the membership. Eev. 
Henry Oolclazer became the pastor in 1833, and continued 



for one year. In the fall of 1834 it is probable that Elna- 
than C. Garret, or Rev. Mr. Manier, succeeded Henry Col- 
ciaEer in the pastorate. 

The society remained the same in numbers up to the fall 
of 1835, when it was greatly strengthened by the coming 
of a colony of Methodists, consisting of the following- 
named persons : Bradly Crippen and family, his three sons, 
Lorenzo D. Crippen, Philo H. Crippen, and Elliott M. 
Crippen^ and their wives; Dr. Wm, B. Sprague and wife; 
Dr. D. Littlefield and wife; Thomas Daugherty and wife; 
James Fisk and wife ; and Rev. Trancis Smith and wife. 
Some of the children belonging to these families were also 
connected with this society at the same time. During this 
year Coldwater Mission was organized, with Richard Law- 
rence us missionary. It was embraced in what was then 
known as the Ann Arbor district, — Henry Cololazer pre- 
siding elder. It only remained a mission one year, however. 
At the close of the year 1835 the society ceased to be a 
mission, and was ot^aniaed into a self-supporting circuit, 
and remained so until 1846, when it became a station. 
In 1836, Peter Sabiu was preacher-in-charge, and Lewis 
Smith assistant. In 1837, Peter Sabin was preacher-in- 
chai^ge, and Lorenzo Davis assbtant. In 1838 the Cold- 
water Society was attached to Marshall District, E. H. 
Pilcher presiding elder, Jas. F. Davidson preacher-in- 
charge, and Levi Warriner assistant. In 1839, Roswell 
Parker was preacher-in-charge, and Jonathan Jones assist- 
ant. In 1840, Boswell Parker was preacher-in-charge, and 
Benjamin Sabin assistant. 

In 1840, James Fisk and several others withdrew from 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, in consequence of some 
difficdlty in regard to the use of instrumental music in the 
church, and oi^anized what is now the Wesleyan Church 

The first house of worship built in Coldwater was built by 
this society in 1836-38. It was a wooden structure and cost 
about thirty three hundred dollars, and stood upon the same 
ground now occupied by the present edifice. It was dedicated 
in June, 1838, Rev. Henry Colelazer preaching the dedicatory 
sermon. Two sessions of the Michigan Annual Conference 
were held in that building. The first was held in 1844, 
Bishop Hamline presiding. The second was held Oct. 
1-7, 1856, Bishop T. A. Morris presiding. During this 
session of the Conference the present pastor, Bev. J. I, 
Buell, was received on trial into the itinerant ministry of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The second house of worship built by this society was 
the one it now occupies. It is a beautiful brick structure, 
having an auditorium with a seating capacity of about 800, 
a commodious lecture-room, two class-rooms, a fine suite of 
parlors, an organ-loft, and a pastor's study. It is lighted 
with stained glass of tha most elegant design and work- 
manship, the front window unsurpa-ssed by any in the 
State. This building was erected in 1805-69 at a cost of 
twenty-five thousand dollars. It was dedicated Jan. 26, 
1869, by Rev. F, M. Eddy, D.D. 

In 1878 an addition to this building was erected. This 

addition is eighteen feet by thirty-seven feet, and gives the 

suite of parlors, the organ-loft, the rear-entrance, and thaW 

beautiful study for the pastor. It was hajtt 
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ALONZO WATEEMAN. 



The life of Mr. Waterman was comparatively 
uneventfu], marked by few incidents save such as 
occur in the life of every successful merchant and 
business man. He was empliatically a " man of 
affairs," industrious, si^aciouiii, enterprising, and 
public-spirited, early developing those qualities 
which 80 largely contrihuted to his success in 
after-life, and made him so apt in originating, and 
prompt and efficient in carrying out his well-laid 
plans. 

He was born April 10, 1810, near Syracuse, 
N. Y., and came to this county in 1832, settling in 
Bronson. He eng^ed in mercantile business there 
with his brothers, but during the next two years 
spent some of the time East. In 1834 he returned 
for a permaoeot residence. 

While living at Bronson he married Miss Ma- 
tilda, daughter of Dr. Hiram Alden, one of the 
early settlers and prominent men of Coldwater, 



who died in Detroit while attending the Legisla- 
ture. 

When the county-seat was changed to Coldwater, 
and that jtromiaed to be the important point iu the 
county, Mr. Waterman moved tliere, and engaged iu 
the hardware business for several years, and there 
died, July 29, 1877. In 1846 his wife died, leaving 
two children, — Mrs. H. 0. Fenn and Miss Alma 
Waterman. 

In 1849 he married Mrs. Adelia Williams, who 
departed this life in 1870. Mr. Waterman had by 
his active, industrious, and frugal habits accumulated 
a large property, and for the last twenty-five or 
thirty years of his life his ti me was principally taken 
up in loaning money and renting his property. He 
was very unpretending, and never made a display 
over what he contributed to public enterprises. He 
Was always liberal in his gifts to the church of his 
choice, — the Methodist Epiaoopal< . 
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about thirteen hundred dollars. During this year, a!so, an 
elegant pipe-organ was placed in the church. This was a jiift 
to the church from the estate of one of its honored, but 
now sainted members, Alonzo Waterman, and his Iwo 
daughters, Mrs. Mary C. Fenn and Miss Allie A. Water- 
mnn. It cost two thousund two hundred and filly dollars ; 
is very highly appreciated by the society, ood stands as a 
speaking raonuujent to the generosity of its donora. 

At different periods since 1835 this church has received 
valuable accessions by immigration, though nearly all of 
those who came during the few years that immediately fol- 
lowed have passed to their heavenly home. David Holmes 
and a few othera of this class still remain to honor the 
church. 

Of the large number of those who have been converted 
in this church, and who, from the active part which they 
take in bearing its burdens and sharing its responsibiihies, 
may be honorably mentioned, are Albert Chandler and wife, 
William S. Gilbert, John Roberto, and L. Vanvalkenbur^. 
Some of the men who have been converted in this church 
and counted among its membership have arisen to places of 
distinction in (he nation and in the ministry. Genera! 
Chnton B. Fiak may be mentioned in connection with the 
former, and Rev, L. B. Fisk, D.D., president of Albion 
College, and Bev. M, A. Dauglierty among the latter. 

The church has been favored with several extensive re- 
vivals of religion. One in 1839-40, under the labors of 
Rev. J. F. Davidson ; one in 1843-i-i, under the labors of 
Rev. John Ercnnbeck and Benjamin Sabin ■ one in 1 854-55 
under the laboia of F B Bangs and J Adims ind one 
in 1876 under the labor" of Rev I Co„shjll 

This church has always been giowmg and progressne 
in all departments of Chrivtiin effort Its membership 
in 1878 WIS four hundred and thirty six It hna a 
Sundaj school including officer^ teachers ind ieholan 
of about three hundred members As a mist inteiest 
iiig fact this church once hid enrolled among its member 
ship four )f the persons whD were members of thi first 
society ot MLthodiats ever or^mized m this btati Thiy 
were Robert Abbott Betsey A blmtt Wilimm McCirty and 
Maria C. McCarty, and their memorable dust now lies 
buried in our city cemetery. 

THE HAPTIST l!H[JR(!H. 

The history of the B'aptist Church of Coldwater is like 
that of most other churches in the West. From a small 
and discouraging beginning, made by a "faithful few," 
dependent upon the Baptist Home Mission Society for 
support and aid, it has grown to be one of the strong 
churches of the denomination in the State, and has already 
returned to the Home Mission cause, many fold. 

In July, 1833, Parley Stockwell, the first Baptist, took 
up his residence here. He was soon followed by Rice Ar- 
nold and Prudence, his wife, — parents of Wm. P. Arnold, 
of Quincy, — Dr. Hiram Alden and family, and Chauncey 
and Nathan Strong and families. During the following 
year they were visited by several Baptist clei'gyman, one 
being the Rev. E. Loomis, agent of the Home Mission 
Society. 

On iho 31st of December, 1834, a meeting was held at 



the residence of Dr. Alden, on Chicago Street, now owned 
and occupied by Deacon Matthias Van Every, to consider 
the propriety of forming a Baptist church. Nathan Strong 
was appointed moderator and Dr. Alden clerk. After 
prayer and mature deliberation, on motion of Chauncey 
Strong " the clerk was directed to draft an article to be 
circulated among the members of the Baptist denomination 
in this vicinity desiring to form a conference for the pur- 
pose of maintaining the r^ular worship of God, and for 
the edification and growth in grace of each other." 

The following article, " We the undersigned, feeling de- 
sirous of maintaining the visible worship of God, agree to 
form ourselves into a conference for that purpose, promising 
to attend to all the regular appointments for that object 
when circumstances will permit," was signed by Chauncey 
Stron-, Nathan Strong, Wm. D. Strong, Geo. W, Arnold, 
H. Alden, Parley Stockwell, Ann Logan, Melita Alden, 
Prudence Arnold, Eunice Strong, Sally Strong, Betsey 
Strong, Sarah Strong, Nathan H. Strong, Sarah Sheldon. 

The confeienoe met, Jan. 17, 1835, at the Red School- 
House, at the corner of Hudson and Pearl Streets, and by 
the advice of Rev. E. Loomis, missionary of the American 
Baptist Home Mission Society, agreed to invito the churches 
of Clinton, Swainaville, and Napoleon to hold a council in 
Coldwater, on Wednesday, Feb. 11, 1835, (o take into 
consideration the propriety of constituting a church. Rev. 
K. Loomis was empowered to invite such other ministering 
" brethren as he might deem proper to take part." 

At a meeting of the conference, Feb. 9, 1835, Brother 
Hi! iin \lden was appointed to represent the conference in 
and LoutiLil, tnd the articles of faith and covenant of (ho 
Biptist Church of Malone, N. ¥., were adopted as the 
articles of faith and covenant of this church. 

Feb 11 1835, in pursuance of letters missive from 
the B pfist conference in Coldwater, a council assembled at 
the house of H. Alden to consider their members' standing, 
eti, and if thought proper to give them fellowship as a 
church On examining credentials it was found that the 
filiowing 1; rethren were authorized to act in the council : 
Chntoa Church, Rev. R. Powell, Deacon R«uben Downs; 
Rev. W. T. Hall, from the church in Greenfield, Indiana; 
and Rev. E. Loomis, agent of the American Baptist Home 
Mission Society. 

" Council organized by appointing Rev. W, T, Hall 
moderator and Rev. E. Loomis clerk. Prayer by Rev. R. 
Powell, Brother H. Alden, of the conference and acting 
as their representative, presented to the council their pro- 
ceedings thus far and the letters of the members. On ex- 
amination it was found that the following brethren and 
sisters were prepared to enter into the church, viz. : 
Brethren Chauncey Strong, Nathan Strong, Wm. D. 
Strong, Geo. W. Arnold, Hiram Alden, Parley Stockwell, 
and Nathan H. Strong; Sistera Ruth Strong, Thankful 
Ferguson, Melita Atden, Prudence Arnold, Eunice Strong, 
Sally Strong, Betsey Strong, Sarah Strong, and Sarah 
Sheldon." 

The council examined their proposed articles of faith 
and covenant, and, after some amendments, approved of 
them and " Resolved, That we recognize the above-named 
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Powell preached on the occasion, and Rev. W. T. Hall 
presented the haod of fellowship. 

The church was without a settled pastor until October of 
the same year, being supplied part of the time by Rev. E. 
Loomis, of the Houie Mission Society. June 8, 1835, tlie 
church voted to unite with the I^a Grange (Indiana) Bap- 
tist Association, requesting Rev. E. Loorais lo represent 
them, and raising seventy-five cents for the minutes. During 
this time four members were received by letter. Oct. 3, 
1835, Nathan Strong and Geo. W. Arnold were chosen 
deacons, and Hiram Alden clerk. Rev. Reuben Graham 
was admitted as a member, and officiated as pastor from 
that time until Sept. 12, 1837, preaching part of the time 
at Branch. Nine were received by letter and one by bap- 
tism. After closing his pa.s(orate be lived on bis farm near 
Branch, preaching in the neighborhood and at Ovid, and 
subsequently uniting with this church. Ho died a few 
years ago, and is buried with bis wife on tbe Baptist church 
burial-lots in Oak Grove Cemetery, where tbe church and 
society erected a suitable tombstone in memory of their first 
pastor. 

From September, 1837, to December, 1842, the records 
of the church show that Rev. Wm. B. Brown was called to 
be the pastor Dee. 18, 1838, and again in June, 1842. 
During this time, in March, 1840, Rev. John Soulhworth, 
of Tekonsha, father of W. S. Soutbworth, of this city, was 
pastor, preaching half of his time here and the other half 
at Bronson. About this time be held a revival-meeting at 
Ovid, in the Loekwood neighborliood. Ho afterwards settled 
at Colon, founding the Baptist church there, and assisting 
in building up tbe church at Burr Oak. 

The records show that an "Elder Carter" was here, and 
we are informed that a minister by tbe name of Mallory 
officiated as pastor. While W. B. Brown was pastor. Rev. 
T. Z. R. Jones assisted in a revival-meeting in tbe "Red 
school-house." 

In the fall of 1838, John T. Haynes and wife, Armiila 
(present wife of Emerson Marsh), united with the church 
by letter from the church at North Penfield, N. Y. He 
was a man of enterprise and untiring energy, devoted to 
tbe church of his choice. Liberal to a fault, no sacri- 
fice was too great for him to make, and when he built his 
large residence at the corner of Division and Washington 
Streets (now owned by Dr. Cutter), he made one lai^ 
room of the first story to accommodate the social meetings 
of the church. Hia house was the home of the pastors and 
their families for months at a time. 

Dec. 18, 1838, tbe Rev. Wilham B. Brown was called 
as pastor, remaining until July, 1842, the churub receiving 
twenty-one members by letter, ten by baptism, and one by 
esperience. 

During this time he was assisted in a revival -meeting by 
Bev. T. Z. R. Jones. 

In December, 1842, tbe Bev. James Davis was settled 
as pastor. He was a man of pre-eminent piety and great 
moral worth. He married the widow of Rev. Eddy Mason, 
who gave to the ministry three sons who have a national 
reputation, and one daughter, Mrs. Haswell, to the Foreign 
Mission cauae. One daughter wa» married to Hon. Geoi^e 
A. Coe. 



Prom here Rev, Mr, Davis removed to Bronson, pur- 
chasing a farm near the village. He preached there, and 
aided materially in building up the church at that place. 
During bis pastonile, which closed in July, 1844, twenty 
were added to the church by letter, seven by esperience, 
and fourteen by baptism. While he was pastor, the church 
united with the Presbyterians, under Rev. Mr. Mills, in a 
scries of remarkable revival-meetings held in tbe second 
story of a frame building at the northeast corner of the 
public square and Chicago Street, known as tbe "Coon 
Pen," so called because the Whig party bold its club-meet- 
ings there. Up to this time the church bad no permanent 
place of worship, meeting at private houses, in a sebool- 
bouse at the corner of Pearl and Hudson Streets that was 
rejected by the school district, and in the school-house on 
Clay, a few rods south of Chicago Street. 

The Baptists and Presbyterians met together for a long 
time, tbe congregations joining when their respective pastors 
officiated. In June, 1843, the clerk reported fifty-three 
members. On the 12th of August, 1843, the church and 
society was organized under the statutes of Michigan, and 
on the 20th of December following voted to build a house 
of worship, and purchased the lot where Seely's Block now 
stands. John T. Haynes, Samuel Etheridge, and Henry 
IjOckwood were appointed a committee to circulate a sub- 
scription to raiso the necessary fund-^. The trustees, Eliabd 
Jennings, Harvey Haynes, Sumuel Etheridge, A. Van 
Blarcum, Calvin Pratt, A. Richards, and John T. Haynes 
were the building committee, and were authorized to " con- 
tract to build a raeeting-houso with the subscription and 
to use it at their discretion." A fine frame church was soon 
thereafter erected, 

Nov. 10, 1844, the church settled Rev, J, A, Keyes as 
pastor. He remained until August, 1845. Twelve were 
received by letter, one by experience, and three by baptism 
during this time, A Sabbatb-school was organized under 
his pastorate. 

In October, 1845, Rev. Oliver 0. Comstock was inatiillcd 
as pastor, and remained with tbe church until June, 1848. 
Thirty-five menibers were received by letter and three by 
baptism, under his ministrations. He was an able and 
powerful preacher, having been a physician in tbe State of 
New York, and was elected to three successive terms of 
Congress from that State ; was ordained to tbe ministry in 
Washington City ; he returned home and declined a renom- 
ination, and was called to the pastorate of the First Baptist 
Church in Rochester. In 1834 he was chaplain in Con- 
gress, and after coming to this State was twice elected to 
the office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, and re- 
presented Branch County one term in tbe Legislature. 
From here ho removed to Marshall, where he died in 1860 
at the age of seventy- nine years. 

In November, 1848, the church called the Rev. Anson 
P, Tucker, who was pastor until May, 1850. He was a 
man of superior talent, and an attractive preacher. He 
belonged to the noted Tucker family so well known in New 
York, there being five brothers. Baptist clergymen, and all 
of them men of large esperience and reputation. During 
this time there were received twenty-two by letter, t 
teen by baptism, and seven by e 



"s'b'.'iLiOogle 



HISTORY OF BRANCH COUNTr, MICHIGAN. 



Oct. 20, 1850, the church called F, 0. Marsh to the 
pastorate, and he was ordaineil as a minister by a council 
held with the church, Dee. 19, 1850. He remained with 
the church until October, 1853, during which time eight 
were received by baptism, thirty-ono by letter, and two by 
experience. In June, 1851, the church having been a 
member of the St. Joseph River Association, asked for 
and received a letter of dismission, to unite with the Hills- 
dale Association. In the winter of 1852-53 the church 
sold their lot on Chicago Street and bought the lot on the 
corner of Monroe and Pearl Streets, removing their build- 
ing there. With the surplus money a parsonage was pur- 
chased, being the present residence of Dr. Marsh, on West 
Chicago Street. 

From December, 1853, to June, 1856, Rev. E. J. Corey 
was pastor, and during this time thirty-five were received 
by baptism, fifty-four by letter, and two by experience. 

In January, 1857, Rev. A. A. Ellis was called as pastor, 
and remained until April, 1858, the church receiving four 
members by baptism, ten by letter, and two by experience. 

June 3, 1858, Rev. Edwin Eaton, of Monrocvilte, Ohio, 
was chosen pastor, continuing until April, 1866. He was 
an able and popular man, and greatly beloved by everybody. 
W^liile he was pastor one hundred and forty-two were added 
to the church by baptism, seventy-seven by letter, and twenty- 
two by experience. From hero he was called to the church 
at Muscatine, Iowa, and the degree of Doctor of Divinity 
was conferred upon him. He died at La Grange, Mo. 

During his ministry the present church edifice was erec- 
ted. In March, 1855, the question of building a larger 
church was discussed, and a committee appointed to con- 
sider and report thereon ; but not until Jan. 19, 1863, did 
the subject assume a tangible shape. At a meeting of the 
church and society, on motion of Rev. E. Eaton, it was 
" Resolved, that in the opinion of this meeting, it is both 
pi'acticable and expedient for us to build a church edifice 
this present year." 

B. Etheridge, E. H. Dunks, A. S. Glessner, Harvey 
Haynes, and B. S. Webb were appointed a committee to 
select a site, and on motion of H. C, Lewis, it was rcsolved 
that a church be built, costing not less than ten thousand 
dollars. 

At a subsequent meeting, Feb. 2, 1863, the present site, 
at the corner of Division and Pearl, was agreed upon, 
Mr. Lewis giving half the ground and one thousand 
dollars, and Mr. Allen the other half of the land and 
seven hundred dollars. A. Allen, A. S. Glessner, and E. 
H. Dunks were chosen building committee. Burt Eth- 
eridge, Harvey Haynes, T. C. Etheridge, and D. N. Green 
were afterwards added to the committee. 

Under the management of the committee, the work of 
building progressed rapidly, so that on Sunday, Nov. 13, 
1864, Rev. E. Eaton preached the first sermon in the lec- 
ture-room. In August, 1865, the audience-room was fin- 
ished and furnished, and the church dedicated, free from 
debt. Rev. E. Curtis preaching the dedicatory sermon. It 
was the first church edifice erected in Coldwater of any 
pretensions, costing, furnishing included, about twenty-five 
thousand dollars. Since that time a bell, weighing two 
thousand and 6% pounds, has been hung in the belfry, 
Itt 



and last year one of Johnson & Son's best pipe-organs was 
built in the church at a cost of two thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

After the close of the pastorate of Rev. E. Eaton, Rev, 
E. Curtis, who is well and prominently known in Michigan, 
supplied the church for a time, and was settled as pastor 
in September, 1866, continuing until September, 1868. 
Sixteen were received by baptism, thirty-one by letter, and 
one by experience during this time. 

From Oct. 25, 18ti8, to December, 1870, Rev. N. Pierce 
was pastor. Forty-one were received by baptism, twenty- 
nine by letter, and four by esperience during his ministry. 
From here he was called to the Baptist church at Spring- 
field, 111., where he died a, few years ago. 

June 11, 1871, Rev. W. T. Lowry, of Minneapolis, the 
present pastor, commenced his labors. During his pastorate 
the church has been very prosperous, enjoying one of the 
greatest revivals in its history. Under his ministry there 
have been added to the church one hundred and twenty- 
six by baptism, forty-nine by letter, and nineteen by ex- 

From its first organization the church has numbered 
with its members some of our most prominent and useful - 
citizens, b^inning with Dr. Hiram Alden, who at the time 
of his death was one of the prominent men in the State; 
Saiimel Etheridge, father of Theo. C. Etheridge j William 
Winans, who was elected deacon Jan. 10, 1846, and filled 
the office until his death; John T. Haynes, whose name 
appears more frequently on the records of deeds in this 
county than any other name, and whose benevolence was 
proverbial. Calvin Pratt was elected deacon April 7, 1843, 
and Mathias Van Every Aug. 4, 1849, and they have 
faithfully filled their offices ever since. 

The present officers of the church are William T. Lowry, 
Pastor ; D. B. Purinton, Clerk ; Henry T, Smith, Treasurer ; 
Nathan Harlow, Sabbath-school Superintendent ; Calvin 
Pratt, Luther P. Hale, Mathias Van Every, J. H. D. 
Warren, Joel N. Brink, and R. M. Reed, Deacons; Geo. 
Starr, B. L. Webb, George W. Fisk, J. Clark Pierce, A. 
S. Glessner, and P. P. Nichols, Trustees. 



THE PRESBYTERIAN C 

The Sessional Records of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Coldwater contain the following entry : 

"CdLDWATEB, Sept. 30, 1837. 

named diij in tho sebool-toase in the village of Culiiwitter, Vmach 
County, Slate of Miehigan, for the purpose of organizing a Preeby- 
terian church, at nhich time the Rev. P. W. Warenor presided and 
preached a sermon, after whleh tho following Individuals pressated 
letters of their regular standing in other Presbyterian churches, and 
were rogularly oi^niied into a ohnroh of Christ, viz. ; Luther Stiles 
and Clarissa his wife, James Smith und Abigail bis wife, Edmond 
Sloan and Catheron (ine !) his wife, E. O. Fuller, Ambrose Grow and 
Eliia his wife, Mrs. Reyaolds, wife of Alexander Reynolds, Mary 
Ann Reynolds, Sophronia Beynuldn, Mrs. Amaty Crueon, Mar; 
Smith, Jamea Smith, Jr., Lydia Smith. 

"The church then proceeded to the choice of Luther Stiles and 
James Smith as ruling elders, and Edmoml Sloan was elected as a 
deacon. On motion [it was] resolved to have the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper administered to-morrow aflemeufl. Closed with prayer 
by the moderator. 

"P. W. Wabebob, Moderator. I 
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In a sermon by Rev. S. C. Ilickok, pastor of the church, 
1844—47, it ia stated that before the above oi^anizatioD 
" the Methodist and Baptist Churches were organized, and 
among the people were found some of our denomination." 
During the winter of 1837-38, the Presbyterian Church 
was blessed with a good number of additions, from among 
whom were several who afterwards became strong pillars in 
the church. Among this number were Silas A. Holbroot, 
Willbm H. Cross, and Alexander Reynolds, who are recog- 
nized among the early pioneers of this county. Mr. War- 
enor, who organized the chui'ch, seems to have been a sort 
of itinerant, for by the record bearing dale Jan. 8, 1838, 
we find that Charles W. Girneywas moderator of a meeting 
of the session, and report says that he slopped here over 
Sunday, in October, 1837, while on his way to Siurgis, and 
quartering at the old Eagle House, he made inquiries if 
there was a Presbyterian Church in the place. Receiving 
&n aflirmulive answer, he made arrangements to preach on 
the Sabbath. Word was sent out that preaching might be 
expected in the old red school-house, which was located on 
Hudson Street. The people wore pleased with Mr. Oirney, 
and an arrangement was perfected by which he was to preach 
a year, dividing his time between the infant church in Cold- 
water and the Congr^ational Church at Union City. For his 
services each church was to pay him one hundred and fifty 
dollars, — making a yearly salary of three bundled dollars, 
Mr. Girney was in early life a blacksmith in Steuben Co., 
N. Y. He was not an educated man, but was p&nsessed of 
good natural abilities, and any amount of tact. lie spoke 
extemporaneously, and was practical in his application of 
gospel truth to his hearers. He was also a man who 
seemed to feel, in an escessive degree, his own unworthi- 
ness. It is said of him that at one time shortly before his 
death he, in company with another (" Father" James Fisk, 
who told the writer the story), visited a woman who was 
just at the point of death. In an adjoining room her bus- 
band lay in a stupor, beastly drutik. They went iu and 
tried to arouse him, telling him that his wife was dying. 
The poor man just barely raised himself, and could com- 
mand bis senses only long enough to say, " Yes, they tell 
me so," and then fell back again to his fonner drunken 
insensibility. Said Mr. Girnuy : " There is but little dif- 
ference between that man and me. Nothing but the grace 
of Christ has made me what I am." In 1838, Mr. Girney 
went away, and for two years the little church seems to 
have been without a staled preacher ; and in the interim 
the names of Rev. J. P. Cleaveland, Rev, William Stephen, 
and Rev. William Littlefield are recorded in the sessional 
records as having acted as moderator, and it is reasonable 
to infer that they preached while in the village. In 1838, 
we find that Silas A. Holbrook was chosen a ruling elder, 
and William H. Cross a deacon, iu the church. In 1841 , 
a committee was sent to visit Rev. Charles W. Girney, and 
Bee if he could not be induced to return as stated preacher. 
It is reported that he gave the church a sound scolding for 
placing so much confidence in him ; and in July of that 
same ye^ Mr. Girney died, and the church felt most 
deeply its sore bereavement. Rev. S. C. Hickok, in his 
sermop dedicating the first church, says of his loss lo the 
churph ; f' His prospects for usefulness were high ; the ex- 



pectations of the church were high ; and at the moment 
when they seemed in possession of a rich treasure, — a 
treasure they loved most ardently and sincerely,^ — God 
interposed and took him hence." His grave, marked by a 
plain marble slab, may be found in the old burying-ground 
on what is now known as Morse Street. In 1842, Kev. 
Louis Mills, who had been associated with Mr. Girney, 
while in New York, in the blacksmith trade, and who came 
West with him to Oberlin (Ohio), where they both studied 
for the ministry, was called to act as stated preacher to suc- 
ceed Mr. Girney. He occupied the pulpit until some lime 
in the summer of 1844. 

During these early years, from 1837-44, the church 
held its meetings sometimes in the red school-house on 
Hudson Street, sometimes in the school-house on Clay 
Street back of the brick store, so generally known as the 
" Crippen store," and sometimes in the court-room, which 
was in the upper story of a wooden building on Chicago 
Street, which occupied the ground where the late Dr. J, H. 
Buch's residence now stands. This building was familiarly 
known as the "Coon Pen," which took this name from the 
fact that the first floor was occupied as a store, and a great 
many coon-skins were taken there in trade. 

On Wednesday, Aug. 9, 1843, at five o'clock P.M., a 
meeting was held at the " regular place of meeting" (the 
old " Coon Pen"), to oi^anize a church and society under 
the statute. Under the resolution the society was to be 
known as the " First Presbyterian Society of Coldwater," 
and, as the law required, six trustees were elected, and the 
period of their office fixed by lot, as follows ; lor one year, 
Milton H. Fuller and Edson Eundict ; for two years, Cor- 
nelius Van Aken and Orsamus B. Clark ; for three years, 
Henry C. Gilbert and Silas A. Holbrook. 

Duiing the same year the idea of building a church was 
conceived. It was a difficult task lo undertake, and much 
more difficult to accomplish. Rut, somehow or other, the 
sturdy pioneer always looks difficulties in the face and goes 
forward. All of these early settlers had little property and a 
great deal less ready money. Produce and timber they had 
in abundance. The former was worth but Utile, and the latter 
was actually valueless ; but money — they hadn't any. They 
did have brave hearts and strong hands, and with these were 
themselves able to build a church. A subscription-paper 
was started, and produce and timber and labor were pledged, 
and as much money as each thought he might be able to 
raise. One man paid his subscription in bay, another 
promised U> turn a certain amount of tailoring towards its 
erection, aud others promised to do a certain amount of 
work upon the building. In this way the church was 
built, — a church that, in those days, would have been a 
credit to a much larger and older and richer community. 

In the spring of 1844 some of the members of the 
church living in Kinderhook desired to organize a church 
of their own, which was done with the full consent of the 
church in Coldwater, — the pastor. Rev. Louis Mills, ordain- 
ing Moses J. Peck as ruling elder and John Waterhouse as 
deacon. 

In the fall of 1844 Rev. Louis Mills had gone and Rev. 
S. C. Hickok had been employed as staled minister. He 
was spoken of as " a very fine scholar.'^ J);e)(^^t ^ 
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eighty-seven persons in its cornniiitiion when he entered 
upon his work. At this time the new church-building was 
dedicated. It was not a pleasant day. It was muddy un- 
der foot and cloudy overhead. But, reader, eould you and 
I have been in some out-of-the-way corner we might have 
seen the people coming in from every road, bringing their 
children with them, that they all might rejoice together in 
the work of their hands. We might have feit, too, the 
silence and solemnity of the whole congregation as the min- 
inister led his people to the throne of grace in thankfulness 
for all the mercies of the past, which had reached their 
culmination in the joy of their hearts that day. It was an 
occasion full of that eloquence whicli speaks in deeper tones 
than human utterance, — and when the minister came to 
these words, "And now, brethren, repenting of our sins, 
and humbly imploring pardon, that, with clean hands and 
pure hearts, we may enter into this house of God, and ren- 
dering thanksgiving and prsnae to Almighty God for his 
goodness, let us dedicate this house to Him ;" and when 
the congregation all arose, as they did arise when the min- 
ister pronounced these words, we can imagine that the pent- 
up forces of many hearts gave vont to tears of joy and 
thanksgiving, whose incense went up before God as a per- 
petual memorial. 

Rev. 8. C. Hickok served the church so acceptably that 
at the end of a year measures were taken to install him as 
pastor. This was done some time in October, 1845, and 
for his services he was to receive the sum of four hundred 
dollars per annum. In the month of August, 1845, Mr. 
Hickok desired the cimrch to unite with liim in a recjuest 
to the Presbytery that the relations existing between them 
might be dissolved. This request was granted. The close 
of his pastorate completed the first decade of the existence 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Coldwater. During 
this ten years the membership had increased from sixteen 
to one hundred and five. 

From this time forward the church continued to prosper. 
In the spring of 1818 a call was extended to Rev. Elihu 
P. Marvin, who remained here until the summer of 1851, 
when he removed to Milford, Mass., and subsequently became 
the editor of the Boston Conffregatwnalist and Recorder. 
His salary was four hundred and fifty dollars. Rev. O.W. 
Mather was called, in the summer of 1851, to occupy the 
pulpit for one year, at a salary of five hundred dollars. 

In May, 1853, Rev. R, 8. Goodman was settled as pastor 
over the church, at a salary of five hundred dollars for the 
first year and six hundred dollars per annum thereafter. 
His pastorate continued until the fall of ]860, when the 
relations were dissolved. He is now pastor of the Presby- 
terian Church at Kendallville, Ind. I>uring the winter of 
1859 several members were dismissed to form a Congrega- 
tional Church. At the end of the second decade, in 1857, 
the membership of the church had reached one hundred 
and eighty persons. 

In November, 1860, Rev. Horace 0. Hovey accepted a 
call and labored with this church two years, He is now 
preaching in Fair Haven, Conn., a suburb of New Haven. 
Early in 1863, liev. G. L. Foster became the stated minis- 
ter, and remained nearly three years. He died some two 
years since at Holly, in this Stato. In December, 1865, a 



calLwas extended to Rev. W. C. Portor, who had acted as 
chaplain in the Union army from 1861 to August, 1865. 
He remained until December, 1871, when he removed to 
Fort Scott, Kan., where he has since labored. His salary, 
when called, was nine hundred dollars, which was subse- 
quently increased to twelve hundred dollars. At the end 
of the third decade, in 1867, there were two hundred and 
twenty-eight members in communion and fellowship with 
this church. 

On the 1st of April, 1372, Rev. J. Goi-don Jones entered 
upon his labors as minister at a salary of fifteen hundred 
dollars, and continued to perform the duties of that office 
until Oct. 1, 1878. He is now visiting the home of his 
youth, in Wales, Great Britain. In October, 1878, a call 
was extended to Rev. H. P. Collin, of Oxford, N. Y., to 
become pastor of the church, at an annua! salary of four- 
teen hundred dollars. He is now acting most acceptably 
in that capacity. Tho present membership of the church 
numbers two hundred and ninety-three, and the records 
show that eight hundred and seventeen persons have united 
since the oi^anization of the church in 1837. 

In 1864 the society canvassed the question of building 
a new church edifice. As a committee to determine upon 
plans and to enter into a contract for labor and materials 
the following were appointed: R. F. Mockridge, John 0. 
Pelton, Shelby A. Harrington, Ives G. Miles, and David 
B. Dennis. The work was begun, prosecuted, and com- 
pleted under their general direction at a cost of 132,000, 
and the present elegant and substantial edifice is the result, 
which was dedicated Oct. 12, 1869, Rev. Charles N. Mat- 
toon, D.D., of Monroe, preaching the dedicatory sermon. 

The following are the names of the different persons who 
have served as officers since the on;anization of the church, 
with the time of their election, but without noting the 
length or terms of service r 

nEAcoNS, iasr-79. 

Esmond Slonn, elected Siipt. 3(1, 1 8S7. 
WiHiiim II. Cruss, oloetod Feb. 2, 1S39. 
Alexander Reynolds, elected April 3, 1S4I. 
David R. Cooler, elected Jan. 13, 1844. 
Alvln Upson, eleoted Jan. IS, 1952. 
Jsmca Smails, elceted Jan. zr, 1856. 
Daniel Qilbert, sleeted Jan. 6, 1861. 
Ransom E. Hall, elected Jan. 3, 1887. 

ECDEBS, 1837-79. 
Luther Stiles, James Smith, elected SepL 30, 1837. 
Silas A. Holbroot, elected Feb. 2, 1839. 
Soth C. Hanohett, elected April 3, 1841. 
Daniel Gilbert, elected Jan. 4, 1845. 
David R. Cooloy, Ira Lee, elected Jan. 31, 1846. 
Hiram Sboudler. Nolaon D. Skeela, aleoted March 27, 184B. 
Alvin Upeon, Wm. H. Beach, John H. Phelps, elected Feb. 16, 18S1. 
Elihu Mather, Wm. McMeohan, oleoted Jan. 4, 1842. 
John F, Rogers, eleotod April 16, 1854. 
Emerson Marsh, elected Jan. 28, I8S5. 
John Chandler, elected Jan. 27, 1858, 
Wm. T. Knowllon, elected Jan. 15, 1857. 
David H. Davie, Joseph D. W. Fist, elected Jan fl, 1861. 
H. B, Moore, It. N. Lawrence, elected Dec. 21, 1865. 
John T. Gilbert, elected Jan. 7, 18H9. 
Thomas II. Vance, Bleo(«d Jan. 5, 1871. 
David Demisa, Abram J. Aldricb, elected Dec. 31, 1374. 
George H. Barber, elected Nov. 3, 1875 
laaac N. Shaw, elected Jan. 2, 1879. , |^^|^^ ^^ y 
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EdsDD Benediat, Silas A. Holbrook, Orsnmug B. Clark, Cornelius Vdq 

Aken, Milton II. Fuller, Henry C. Gilbert, elected Aug. 9, 1843. 
Albert L. Porter, elected Julj 30, 1S44. 

Seth C. Hanohett, De Witt C. RauBom, elected Aug. 2, 1845. 
Bibon a. Fuller, elected Aug. 10, 1346. 
KelaoD D. Skeels, HorBoe Lewie, elected Aug. 2, 1847. 
Loron R. Austin, elected Aug. 1, 1849. 
Robert P. Muokridge, elecled July 22, 1S50. 
Snionel M. DeDnieon, James W. Uilbsrt, John Cbandler, eteuted June 

18, 1851. 
AlviB Upson, John Alien, eleoled Nov. ?,, 1S51. 
Juetna Gloodnin, elected July 6, IS52. 
Edirin R. Clarke, Curtis 8. Hueker, eieoted Sept. 7, 1852. 
Philander Reynolds, Wm. MoMechnn, elected July 25, 1853. 
James Smails, eieoted Aug. 2fl, 1853. 
Ivee Q. Milos, elected July 24, 1864. 






Joeeph D. W. Fi»Ir, Ran 
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David It. Davis, Rid 



Julius H, Barber, elected Oct. 26, I8fi3. 

John 0. Pelton. elected Oct., 1864. 

Lorenao D. Halsted, Henry B. Moore, elected Deo, 3, 1S6I 

Tbuinas H. Vttuce, elected Nov. 11, 1867. 

Tliomas W. Dickinaon, elected Nov. 14, 1870. 

Albert A. Dorrance, eieoted Oct. 23, 1871, 

Do Witt Cook, elected Dec 8, 1873. 

Abram J. Aldrioh, eieoted Deo. 6, 1675. 

James Carleton, elected Dec. IS, 1S76. 

David F. Cole, Wm. A. Knowlton, eieoted Jan, 4, 187S. 



ST, MAKK S PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL 

" Orffonisatiiin. — Paated upon ihe fly-leaf of the old 
parieh register is a much-faded document, a copy of wliieh 
is transcribed into the parish history. Upon examination, 
this document gives the informatiou that a meeting was 
held February 9, 1848, ' at the White School-house in the 
village of Coldwater in the county of Branch (that being 
the place where the society statedly attend for Divine wor- 
ship)' by certain qualified voters for the purpose of organ- 
ising a parish under the name of ' St, Mai'k's Church.' 
The oi^anization was effected in accordance with the statute 
and the following officers chosen : 

" Wardens.-^ J oBeph H. Moss, 8. W. ; Richard (Jreen- 
wood, J. W. 

" Veetr^men. — Luinan Howe, Ezbon G, Fuller, Lorenzo 
D. Crippen, James Pierson, George A. Coe. 

" It further appears from tlie records that the instru- 
ment was executed on the first day of Mari;h, 1848, but it 
was not received for record until the sixteenth day of June 
following, — just thirty years ago to day The first senior 
warden of the parish, who is how the only living member 
of the original corporatioD still wowhiping with u', in- 
formed me that he is of the opinion that an organization 
was effected a year or two earlier than this, but that the 
rpcords were lost and so never placed on file 

"jSectorsfc^«.— In parochial history, the successive pas- 
torates furnish convenient periods for recording events of 
interest. This parish is Indebted to the Rev. Joseph Wood 
for valuable information not only of the period of his own 
pastorate, but also of all the accessible facts relative to the 

• Tbls sketch is taken from a diaoourse delivered by the rector on 
the ocoasioa of the thirtieth aaniversary of the pjirish orgnuizution. 
Trinity Sanday, Juno 18, 1877. 



In his handwriting we find some thirteen 
pages of valuable records, covering the period from Febru- 
ary, 1848, to December, 1865. 

" The date of the first service held at Coldwaler where 
our liturgy was used is not known to me, neither do we 
V what clergyman was the pioneer in this 
;a, perhaps, between the Rev. Darius Parker, 
and the Kev Levi H Corson, of Jonesville, 
did hold "CTMces here at an early day. Pos- 
true of others also But such services were 
preiious to the parish organisation; and 
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quite irregul 

for want of such regular services, it was quite c 

for the first junior warden to walk to Jonesville on Saturday. 

" The first rector of St Mark s was the Rev. George 
Willard first sent here as -i niiSiiooary in 1848, by the 
bishop of the diocese Mr Wilhrd remained here about 
six years A pait ol thit time he held service in the pub- 
lie-school houses and a part ot the time m the county court- 
house Mr Willard remained until the early part of the 
year 1855 During his ^tay thpre were reported forty-seven 
baptisms twenty two (.onhrmations thirty marriages, and 
twenty six burialH 

" The second rector was the Rev G. M, Skinner, who 
came after an interval of ■i tew months. Beoi^nization 
of tlie par^h under the revised statutes was effected Aug. 
10, 1855 the Kev Mr Skjnner presiding at the meeting. 
The officers chosen at th-Jt time were 

" War fciifc— Joseph H Moss S W ; J, B. Southworth, 
J. W. 

" Vestiymeii. — Davis Smith, Richard Greenwood, George 
A. Coe, Marcellus H. Parker, John G. Parkhurst, 

" Mr. Skinner was rector until 1859. During his stay 
services were held in the court-house. A lot was purchased 
on Hauchett Street and a foundation laid, but from a de- 
fective title the enterprise was abandoned. 

" The statistics of the four years are ; baptisms twenty- 
eight, confirmed eleven, married eight, burials sixteen, 

" After Mr. Skinner's resignation, lay services were kept 
up by the then senior warden, who holiis also that position 
at the present time. The Rev. Messrs. Barker, Corson, 
aud Etheridge also ofiiciated occasionally. Much interest 
was developed during the Lenten season of 1860, and a 
large class was prepared for confirmation, 

" The third rector was the Rev. Henry Safford, who was 
called to the parish in March, 1860. The confirmation class 
which grew up during the vacancy was presented by Mr. Saf- 
ford and confirmed in April of that year. Prosperity is the 
record of that period, and the successful effort to build a 
church, which followed soon after, proves conclusively that 
when the heart is interested the hand will work. It seems 
an impartial judgment that the religious interest which 
manifested itself in that Lent of 1860 was the impulse 
which, kept in motion, gave the parish a church in 1862. 
This building was also on Hanehett Street. Originally it 
was of wood, twenty-four by sixty feet, with a recess-ehaa- 
eel fourteen by sixteen feet. The cost of the building and 
lot was about three thousand dolIai'S. The ehuroh was con- 
secrated by the bishop of the diocese April 14, 1863. 

" In the month of May following, Mr, Safford resigned 
the rectorship, which he had held forthrfcje«rik/-CgT|i|> 
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that period there were roeordcd tweoty-eight haptisms, 
forty-four confirmLitions, twelve marriages, twenty-nine 
burials. 

"The Fourth Jiecfor.— On the fifteeoth of June, 1863, 
the Rev. Joseph Wood became rector of the parish. At 
this point a fact appears upon the records which it were 
well to bear in mind in our misBionarj work, — especially in 
reference to diocesan missions. The parish had attained 
the age of fifteen years, and it is recorded that St. Mark's, 
Coldwater, had received missionary aid to the amount of 
two thousand dollars and upwards. Since that time the 
parish has been self-supporting and haa contributed largely 
to mission work. 

" We notice in the rectorate of Mr. Wood a second 
modification of the parochial organization to conform to 
the act of Feb. 15, 1857. It was at this time, also, that 
the old cabinet-organ was purchased for five hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

"At the time of Mr. Wood's resignation, December, 
1865, the statistics of his ministry were as follows : bap- 
tized, forty-seven ; confirmed, twenty-two ; married, five ; 
buried, twenty. 

" The next (fifth) rector was the Rev. J. Wainwright 
Ray. The number of worshipers had increased so much 
that more room was desired in the church, — the former 
plan of building on the corner having been given up on 
account of the sale of a portion thereof. The wings, hold- 
ing two more rows of slips, were accordingly added, and the 
capacity of the church increased to upwards of four hun- 
dred sittings. Mr. Ray left the parish on All -Saints' -day, 

1868, having been rector nearly three yesrs, Fifiy-two 
baptisms are reported, thirty-nine confirmations (another 
class ready), twenty-nine marriages, and twelve burials. 

" The sixth rector of this parish was the Rev. George P. 
Schetky, D.D., who entered upon the rectorship Feb. 7, 

1869. The Ladies' Aid Society, though not organized at 
this time, appears more frequently on the records, and ever 
since, as before, it has been an efficient helper iu parish 
work. Not seldom the ladies' organizatt n is the very be- 
ginning of a parish, and such, I believe wis the case with 
the Ladies' Aid of St. Mark's. We learn that this instru- 
mentality liquidated the parish dibt of two hundred and 
seventy-five dollars on the Feast of the \scLU&ton 1869. 
Later a rectory was bought with the funds of this society, 
and on April 9, 1870, the rector entered the pleasant home 
thus provided on East Chicago Street. Dr. Schetky, hav- 
ing accepted a call to Trinity Church, Marshall, resigned 
hia chaise Sept. 12, 1870, and renewed his resignation 
September 21, which was accepted by the vestry Septem- 
ber 29. Baptisms reported are forty-seven ; confirmations, 
thirty-five ; marriages, seven ; burials, twelve. 

" The rectorship was filled for the seventh time by the 
Rev. Henry SalFord, who was recalled at the beginning of 
the winter of 1870. He entered upon his duties on 
Christmas-day, and continued rector until the spring of 
1874, During this period the parsonage was purchased 
by the rector, and the vestry, feeling the growing incon- 
venience of the old location, remedied the difficulty by the 
purchase of our present most desirable lot. The price paid 
(three thousand five hundred dollars) was necessarily a 



large one, and a debt of some twelve hundred dollars re- 
mained until a recent date. But as years go by and cen- 
trally-located sites are taken up, the wisdom of securing 
this property will appear to all, if indeed it does not to-day. 
Twenty-nine baptisms are recorded in the second rectorship 
of Mr. Saffiird, also seventeen confirmations, twenty-two 
marriages, and thirty-eight burials. 

" For various reasons the parish remained vacant over a 

" The eighth rector, the Rev. Herbert J. Cook, who is 
the present incumbent, was elected to the position in April, 
1875, and entered upon his duties in June following (the 
sixth day). 

" Within the last three years the parish of St. Mark's has 
undergone some important changes, and these changes, let 
us hope, are in the line of advancement. Easter-day, 1876, 
saw a large offering of some twelve hundred dollars laid on 
the altar for the erection of this chapel. Tho work was 
carried to completion during the summer, and the ladies 
came forward with two hundred dollars additional for the 
purchase of substantial reversible seals. This gives us a 
comfortable auditorium and a fine Sunday-school room. 
Nest came the sale of the rear portion of the old church 
lot, in 1877, and finally, in the autumn of the same year, 
of the balance of the property. But the work did not stop 
with our removal. Tho Ladies' Aid Society has purchased 
an organ which has proved a most valuable help in our 
worship. The total outlay will be six hundred and forty 
dollars, together with the old oi^n. The chapel, too, haa 
had some much-needed improvements. A vestry-room, 
with furniture, haa been added by individual generosity. 
The ventilating-windows, both useful and beautiful, have 
been placed in position in the same way. Nor should we 
forget the fact that the Euster oifeiing of above five hundred 
dollars, with additions since made, have put the parish 
practically out of debt, and the pledges and subscriptions 
made for cun'cnt expenses lack but a little of being ade- 
quate for all the necessities of the year. It gives great 
pleasure, also, to be able to add that our missionary offer- 
ings have also materially increased. It is to be hoped that 
this will continue to be the cnse and that this parish may 
be a prictical illustration of what can be accomplished by 
reaular ind systematic offerings You may be interested 
to knrw tho amounts given for objects outside the parish 
in the >eai just olosed Diocesan missions, $70 ; domcaiic 
missions $S9 lb Chnstmas fund for aged and indigent 
elei^men, $18.50; foreign missions, 812.04 ; Indian mis- 
sion, $12.10; Freedmen missions, $9.45 ; increase of min- 
istry, $6,59 ; Bible and Common Prayer-Book Society, 
$5.50 ; diocesan assessment, $28. Total, $201.34. 

" Upon examination of the register the following statis- 
tics appear of the past three years ; baptisms, 58 ; confir- 
mations, 49; marriages, 16; burials, 24. We report this 
year 139 communicants, of whom, I regret to say, only 
about one-fifth are males. . 

" To summarize the statistics of thirty years, it appears 
that the eight rectorships have averaged a Httle less then 
four years each. In the parish, besides a few ministeral 
not here counted, which have been performed while the 
parish has been vacant, we find the sum total to ii 
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tisnis, 336 ; confirmations, 239 ; marriages, 129 ; burials, 
187. Other items of interest, such as average attendance 
at church, Holy Communion, and Sundny-scliool, must be 
omitted for lack of time in this hasty sketch." 

The present vestry of St. Mark's Churoli are as follows : 
Mr. D. S. Harrington, Senior Warden ; Hon. N. P. Love^ 
ridge, Junior Warden; H. C. Safford, Secretary; Hon. C. 
D. Randall, D. C. Powers, M.D., Mr. Elijah Bail, Mr. 
George Fitch. 

Since the date of that diacounse, the list of parochial 
statistics has been extended in all departments. Steps 
have been taken and plana secured for a new church. The 
architect is Mr. Henry Dudley, of New York. The edi- 
fice (of which we give a sketch) is to be located by the 
aide of the chapel, fronting on Chicago Street. The ma- 
terial is stone, and accommodates about four hundred. 
The style is Gothic, with massive tower. A commodious 
vestibule, approached through tower and porch, opens into 
a nave eighty by thirty-three and a half feet. Organ and 
vestry rooms are each sixteen by fifteen, and the chance! in 
twenty by twenty. The approximate cost of the building 
will be ten thousand dollars. 

The following extract from a lett-er recently received by 
the rector from the Rev. D. Barker, of Paw Paw, Mich., 
will throw additional light upon the early history of the 
parish : 

" Clabemost, N. H., July 22, 1878. 
" Reykhkmb Asd Dkati BnoTHEH,— I see by 'our dioceses' that you 
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little, old. red sohool-house, on the first Sunday in January, 1342, and 
adminlBtered the Holy Communion to aii porBons, of whom three 
were Dr. William Bacoi?, Mrs. Bacon, and their danghtor, Maria Ba- 
ron ; and I think Mr, Joseph H. Moss naa another. Mr, Moss was 
there, and so was Mr. Cos, though not a communicant. Dr. Bacon 
moved to Jonesville that year, and so had nothing further to do nith 
historic church matters in Coldwater. I continued to officiate there 
ocoasionally till May, IS43, when I went into a distant part of the 
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iBoquence of my distance, I gave up the care of t 
the H«T. Richard S. Adams [now of Brooklyn, N. 
nisslonarj at Battle Croak, took charge of il, and e< 



" The Rev. H. J. Cook, Rector of St. Mark's Church." 

The facts correspond with the recollection of Mr. Moss, as 
referred to in the beginning of the rector's historic dis- 
course, and the statement of the Rev. Mr. Barker is doubt- 
less correct, thus completing our early records. 

ST. CHARLES BORROMEO ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

The history of this church, which is located on Har- 
rison, between Clay and Plerson Streets, is among the 
oldest in the city, the society having been organized in 
1849 by Rev. Father Smoulders, of Monroe, Mich. The 
lot at present occupied was bought in 1856, and a small 
frame church erected upon it, which was destroyed the 
following year. Rev. Joseph Kindikeus, at that time, on 



stated occasions, held service, and by a too rigid surveil- 
lance over the young men of the village, who no doubt 
were fit subjects of this watchfulness, had rendered himself 
obnoxious to them. Expecting him on Sabbath morning 
to say mass, and presuming that he would arrive as he had 
done before on Saturday evening and lodge in the church 
building, they placed kegs of powder, stolen from the drug- 
store of Mr. Rufus Kibbe under the buildin" and during 
the night of the 7th of June 1869 was Mo vn to f ag 
ments. Father Rychaert w th the help of the o zens 
who subscribed $900, hu It 1 e prese t br ck structure n 
1860. Previous to 18bl here hid been no res dent 
pastor, services havin be co du ted by pasto s from 
neighboring parishes, who came at stated periods to Cold- 
water, and held their services at private houses before the 
erection of a church building. The first pastor who resided 
in the parish was Rev. Father C. Korst, who, in 1867, 
built the present brick parsonage. 

He also officiated as pastor at Mendon, where he built a 
commodious church, and others at White Pigeon, Stui^is, 
and Bronson, all of which are in a flourishing condition. 
The Sabbath- schooi of St. Charles Borromeo parish num- 
bers sixty-five children and one hundred and twenty-five 
families. The pastor contemplates building a new church 
edifice at an early day, 

■WESLEYAN 



An old school-house, one and a half miles south of the 
village of Coldwater was, in 1850, the scene of the first 
service held by this denomination. Their numbers were 
at this early date small, and the first church organization 
was effected with but six members, three of whom are now 
living. Not having a church building, the service was 
still conducted in a school-house within the village limits, 
until a plain but substantial building was erected, corner 
of Church and Hudson Streets, which they still occupy 
and maintain in excellent condition. Elder Soddy for a 
time officiated as leading elder, and the present pastor is 
Elder Williams, who resides in the suburbs of the city. 
There has been a Sunday-schooi maintained in connection 
with the church, until it was recently temporarily sus- 
pended. 

Since the above facts were furnished us wo have discov- 
ered among the records in possession of the county clerk 
the following " articles of association" of the First Wesleyan 
Methodist Church of Coldwater : 



"This is 1« certify that WB, the undersigned, oitiiena of Coldwater, 
in the county of Branch and State of Michigan, do hereby ossooiate 
together for the purpose of forming a Wesleyan Methoiist church la 
this city, with a view of becoming a body corporate, to the end that this 
cliurch may enjoy all the rights and privileges conferred by law upon 
religious bodies and sooieties in the 6tat« of Michigan, under the act 
entitled 'An act ooncorning churches and religions societies, estab- 
lishing uniform rales tor the acquisition, tenor, control, and disposition 
of property conveyed or dedicated for religious purposes, and to repeal 
chapter Hfty-two of the Rerised Statutes, approved February 13, a.d. 
ISiiJ.' The object of this church is to provide suitable ways and means 
for wurship, to publish the truth of the gospel as revealed in the Holy 
Boriptures and in nature, and to oppose error in every form in which 
it may appear. The form of worship and mode of-diaaipline adoptfd 
by the church are suob as are contained in the di^fUJ^rtyt^Vf P 
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Ifynn Melhodift Coddfc 

this ohuMh is the First Vi 

"DntedCuLliWiTER, K. 



Sulmon Cliapman. 


E. Paine. 


J.jlin P. Bradlej. 


P«nny Cha 


Aaron Burritl. 


James F)el< 


C. B. F. BenDett. 


Silas Burlo 


Wm. C, Woodward. 


C. Coffmun, 


D. J. Smith. 





"ThiB cerliSBs that on the 27th Jay of November, i.T). 1861, most 
of the persons nhoee nnmee are eubsFribeii to the foregoing articles of 
assooiation assembled (ogetber at the Wealejan Methodipt Church in 
the oltj of Coldwuter (that being the regular place of narsbip for the 
Society) for the purpose of incorporating themselves ns a church or 
religious sooiely under the act of the Legislature of tbe Stat* of Mich- 
igan, entitled 'an act concerning chu re bes and acquisition, tenor, con- 
trol, and dispnsilion of property conveyed or dedicated for religioaa 
purposes, ond to repeal chapter fifty-two of the Revised Statutes, ap- 
proved February l:i, a.d. 1355,' and in pursnancoof notice duly given 
fifteen days previous to said 2rth day of November, 1861, and on two 
suecefsive Sundays in Ihe place where said ehnroh meet for public 
worship next preceding said 27th day of November, 1861, the persons 
belonging to said church nuuld meet at the time and place aforesaid 
for the purpose of incorporating themselves as o church, under the 
provisions of the act aforesaid and for the purpose of electing trus- 
tees and transacting such other business as might be necesBary. And 
we further certify that S, ft. Smith was by a majority of (he said par- 
sons so met, as aforesaid, oboaen Chairman, and S. Chapman, Clerk, 
and J. P. Bradley and S. Chapman wore oppoiuted Inspectors. On 
motion it was resolved that the number of trustees fur the church be 
fixed at six. The meeting then proceeded to elect by ballot six trus- 
tees, which resulted in the eleeUon of the following persons, viz. : 

" C. B, Peokham, James Fisk, S. Burton, A. Mnnyon, A, Burritl, C. 
Coffnian. The trustees then eloct tvere divided into three classes by lot, 
tvhich drawing resulted as follows : C. B. Pcckbam and C. CoE'man, for 
one year; James Fisk nnd A. Burritt, fortwo years; A, Munyon andS. 
Barton, for three years. The said meeting determined and declared 
that the said church should be known in law as ' the First Wesieyan 
Church of Cotdwater.' 

"In testimony whereofwe,thesaid J, P. Bradley »ndS. Chapman, 
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"Filed and recorded Dec. 18,1861. 



GEKMAN LUTHERAN COORCH. 

The denominatioii above mentioned first estiibliahed 
themselves in Coldwatcr in 1861, not having at that timea 
church edifice, but holding their firet services in the Branch 
County Cout1,-House, Rev. II. Specklwrt being the first 
pastor. In 1865, Hev. J. Hahn, now of Sebewaing, Mich., 
succeeded him, under whom a permanent organization was 
effected. Duiing his pastorate he resided at Hillsdale, uiid 



came to Coldwater every third Sabbath to hold service. In 
1868 the society purchased the church building formerly 
belonging to the Presbyterian congregation, and after moving 
it to the present location, corner of Jefferson and Perkins 
Streets, thoroughly repaired it ; Mr. Flandcrmeyer having 
been very active in accomplishing this result. In April of 
1878, Kev. F. Hauser was settled as resident pastor, and 
still continues in this relation. The Sabbath -school con- 
nected with the church, though not lai^e, ie in n very pros- 
perous condition. Its present officers are, Elders, Herman 
H. Flandermeyer and Ernst Leaders; Trustees, H. Carls, 
Charles Monaerow, August Carls. 

COLDWATEa CITY SCHOOLS. 

The first authentic records of the history of the schools 
of the city of Culdwater date back to 1839, the time when 
a new district, known as District No. 11, was set apart in 
accordance with the following copy of a notice to notify the 
taxable inhabitants : 

" To 3. J. Cunrra, a larahle iniabHoM «/ Sebnol DUlrict jVo. Eleven 

(II), of He loreits*.]! o/ Coldicaler .■ 

«g[H,_You will hereby take notice that we, Allen Tibblts, Henry 
Burl, and Henry B. Stillman, School Inspeotors of tho said township 
of Coldwater, have formed » School District in said township, num- 
bered i<, and bounded it as follows, to nit: Said district shaU com- 
prise all of sections nine and si\loen, and that part of section number 
twenty-one lying west of Division Street, in the village of Coldwater. 

" The first meeting of said District Kill be held at the Central Ex- 
change in the village of Coldwater, on Saturday, the 1st day of June 
next, at four o'clock p.m. of that day, A,n. 1830 ; and yon will, in pur- 
suance ofthe laws, notify every-qaalifled voter of said District, either 
personally, or by leaving a written notice at his place of residence, of 
the time and place of meeting, at least five days before said meeting ; 

"Given under our hands this 20th day of May, 183B. 



(Signed) "llENHV B.S 
"Ai.i.E.'i Tebr 

"IlENRV Bl,'£ 



School 7.1- 



At the meeting, nothing was dune except to elect the fol- 
lowing officers: Silas A. Holbrook, Moderator; Orasmus 
B. Clark, Director; and Henry Lockwood, Assessor. At 
a meeting held eight (Jays after it was unanimously resolved 
that the District Board be authorized to purchase from 
Robert Abbott a part of village lot No. 104 ; and at the 
next meeting, June 29, 1839, the board was authoriied to 
raise by tax four hundred dollars, which, with seventy-five 
dollars due from the old district, was to be expended in 
building a school-house and paying for the lot for the same. 
At a census of the district, taken Sept. 27, 1839, there 
were found to be sixty-eight children between the ages of 
five aud seventeen. H. S. Shoudy was employed to teach 
four months and a half at eighteen dollars per month. At 
the census taken the following year (1840), the number of 
children of school age had inci'eased to ninety-three. At a 
meeting held in October of this year it was voted that those 
sending scholars should furnish one-quarter cord of wood 
for each scholar, and Mr. Ktheridge was employed as 
teacher, at fourteen dollars per month, boarding with his 



The first building erected was situated upon the 
cant lot in the Second Ward; but at a meeting he 
27, 1847, it was voted to raise fifteen , 



Sept. 
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bu'ttd a new school-bouae. This house is still standing, 
and is now used as a ward school-house. To the older por- 
tion of our communitj i( will bi, better known as the Old 
Brick bthool houve situated on Claj Street in the Third 
Ward 

Besides this building there are now m the citj the Hyh 
School or central building southwest corner Pearl and Hud 
son Streets and the Fourth Ward building bttwcen Chi 
ca^o and Ptarl Stieets In the tentrdl building ire em 
plojed thirteen teachers an] the seatin^ capicity is seicn 
hundred and ten In the Third and Tourth Waid build 
ings are employed four teachers each and the beatin^ (.ipa 
citv of these buildings is respectively two hundied anil 
thirtj and one hundred and nmtty-eight makm^ a total of 
twent} one teachers and a seating capacity of ekven bun 
dred and twenty ci^ht The len^jth of the school yenr is 
fortj wf,eka The graduating class of 1878 numbertd 
twenty 

Iht following IS the corps of instructors for the present 
year 1878-79 J b Crorabie B A Superintendent 
Hip,her Mathematics and Chemistry F A Barbour B A 
Principal Latin and Greek Miss L Piuden Pitceptress 
French, Botany, ete. , Mis. L. A. W. Stevens, Assist- 
ant Preceptress, Mathematics, English, etc. ; Miss Cora 
F, Titus, Grammar Department; Miss Flora C. Titus, 
Grammar Department; Miss Ermine Howe, Second Inter- 
mediate Department; Mrs. Mary A. Pratt, Second Inter- 
mediate Department; Miss Anna E. Howe, Second Inter- 
mediate Department, Third Ward; Mias Mary K. Cutter, 
First Intermediate Department; Mrs. Franc P. Card, First 
Intermediate Department, Third Ward ; Mrs. Lucia P. Gil- 
bert, First Intermodiate Department, Fourth Ward ; Miss 
Flora J. Burns, Second Primary Department ; Miss Flora 
Oakley, Second Primary Department ; Miss Nellie L. Orr, 
Second Primary Department, Third Ward; Miss Dell Hoot, 
Second Primary Department, Fourth Ward ; Miss Belle 
Stevenson, First Primary Department; Miss L. M. Bur- 
diek, First Primary Department ; Mias Anna L. (Jook, 
First Primary Department, Third Ward ; Miss Emma 
Krichbaum, First Primary Department, Fourth Ward; 
Miss Mary 0. Hyde, First Primary Department, Fourth 
Ward. 

The genera! statistical information for the current school 
year to April is as follows : 



1. PnptiUtlon of t:\tf (alunt).... 

2. Hiunlrer -■■ -'■"-' — ■— 

S. TdIsI ei 



2. Humber of children belwe 



.. JS0,flO(l,lH SJO.""!.')"! 



s. Cunt of BupMintendsuce sod InumctliHi »;i«.JU ' BJISSJK] j 

I. Cost of incldenUli iea&.U £tosj« ' 

8. Gcgtof sducstlon per capita for ni)>erliileiid«ace ' 

ftod iotlrnctlon liaa 8,17 i 

3. Cost of Hluutjon pec ceplM for IncidenlalB 3.01 1.77 ' 
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In classilying teachers in the above table questnn 15 
the four years piior tc entering the high school is consid 
(.red the grimuiai ^ade 

The high seh< ol is organized in four eoursea of studj 
(the first three arnnj^ with special reference to the re 
quirements of the university the fourth a purely Enslish 
course) Xh(. Clas ical Litm and Scientific and btientifio 
and Engineering are each four years in duration the En„ 
Iish course three years The griduatea of the fir&t three 
courses are admitted to the freshman class of the Univeisitj 
of Michigan without further elimination 

1 Imii^ioii — Applle^nts ftr admission to any department 
above the primary must ^ive evident* of their ttness to 
enter (hit department All candidates should be present 
promptly the first day of the term, as any delay la a loss to 
themselves and a serious hindrance to the class. 

Exiimiiiatwus. — Esaminations are held in all classes in 
the High School Department during advane-e work, and oral 
daily reviews and examinations are also made, and on the 
completion of a study, or at the end of the term, a final 
examination of the entire subject is had. The average of 
the monthly and final examinations constitute a pupil's 
standing in scholarship. A standing of seventy-five per 
cent, in each term's work of each study pursued is re- 
quired before the pupil will be passed. 

The classes in the other departments are examined by 
the superintendent as often as practicable. 

At the close of every year there are public examinations 
of the classes to be promoted in the several departments. 

Diplomns. — Students completing any of the prescribed 
eouraes of study in the high school will receive a certificate 
of graduation signed by the superintendent and members 
of the board of education. There are two kinds of di- 
plomas, — the ordinary diploma, given the same as hereto- 
fore, and the regular diploma, which entitles the holder to 
enter Michigan University without further examination. 
Candidates receiving the latter will have the fact of such 
admission stated on their diplomas. 

The following are the members of the school board since 
1839: 

• 1839-40.— S. A. Holbrook, Moderator; 0. B. Clark, 
Director ; R. Wood, Assessor. 

1840-41.— S. A. Holbrook, Moderator; 0. B. Clark, 
Director ; G. Dolson, Assessor. 

1841-43.— S. Elheridge, Moderator; J. Wilson, Direc- 
tor ; A Parish, Assessor. 

1842-43. — L. Stiles, Moderator ; H. Warner, Director; 
A. Chandler, Assessor. 

1843^4.— L. Siiles, Moderator; R. Root, Director; 
J. Pierson, Assessor. 

1844-45,— S. A. Holbrook, Moderator^ A. L. Porter, 
Director; C. B. Dresser, Ass^r ^ ^^ CjOOQIC 
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THOMAS DOUGHERTY. 



MRS. THOMAS DOUGHERTY. 



THOMAS DOUGHEKTV. 



The name of Thomas Dougherty was one of tlie best 
known among the early citizens of Coldwater. He has been 
for more than forty years so closely identified with the ma- 
terial interests of this city and county, that a sketch of his 
life will he as appropriate at this time as it is entitled to 
fair record. He was born at Cambridge, Washington Co., 
N. Y., Feb. 29, 1800. When he was eleven years of age 
his father, with the family, consisting of a wife and seven 
children, moved to Penfield, N. Y., where he purchased a 
farm. The subject of this sketch lived at home until he 
attained his majority, when he went to Masadou, where he 
became acquainted with Harriet Aldrich, daughter of Abram 
Aldrich, whom he married, Jan. 1, 1823. In 1825 he pur- 
chased a farm at Penfield, immediately took possession, and 
remaioed there some ten years, when he sold out and came 
to Michigan with his wife and four children, arriving in 
Coldwater, Sept. 10, 1835, where he purchased a (aim of 
two hundred and eighty acres, which included the present 
site of the State School. He also entered some six hundred 
acres of land in the county, 

In the spring of 1836 he formed a partnership with Rev. 
Francis Smith and Dr. Sprague, which firm erected a saw- 
mill, and the following year built a flouring-mili, which was 



the first mill at Coldwater, and was a valuable acquisition to 
the embryo city. Some ten years later, as the demand for 
lumber increased and the water-power decreased, Mr. Dough- 
erty built a steam saw-mill, which was the first steam mill of 
any kind in Branch County. This mill he managed success- 
fully for thirteen years. He was at one time in the mercan- 
tile business, and one of the chief actors in Coldwater in his 
day. Contributed liberally to the erection of the first 
Methodist Episcopal Church, of which himself and wife 
were first members, and heiped to organize. Also contrib- 
uted liberally to the erection of the present edifice. They 
have been the parents of five children, of whom three are 
now living, — two sons and one daughter. 

After a long and industrious life, this pioneer couple look 
back to the small beginning and laying of the foundations 
of most of the early manufiictories, schools, churches, etc., 
of Coldwater, and feel the satisfaction of having contributed 
their share. Mr. Dougherty came to Coldwater with con- 
siderable means, and with it assisted in most of the local 
public enterprises of his day. After a married life of more 
than a half-century, this veteran couple find themselves in 
the enjoyment of good health, an ample competency, and 
the respect of all. 
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1845-46.— J. T, Hnjnes, Moderator; A. Chandler, 
Director ; J. D. Wood, Assessor. 

1846-47. — H. Warner, Moderator ; A. Parish, Director ; 
A. Chandler, Assessor. 

1847-48.— T. Daugherty, Moderator; F. D. Crippen, 
Director ; G. A. More, Assessor. 

1848-49.— G, A. Coe, Moderator; A. T. Groendyeke, 
Director; J. D. Wood, Assessor. 

1849-50.— D. Waterman, Moderator; J. T. Haynes, 
Director; H. M. Wright, Assessor. 

1850-51.— G. A. Coe, Moderator; A. Chandler, Di- 
rector ; J. 0. Pelton, Assessor. 

1851-52.— G. A, Coe, Moderator; A. Chandler, Di- 
rector; K. Root, Assessor. 

1852-53.- G. A. Coe, Moderator; A. Chandler, Di- 
rector ; H, Dickson, Assessor. 

1853-54.— J. Chandler, Moderator; E. B. Pond, Di- 
rectcr ; J. D. Wood, Assessor. 

1854-55.— W. H. Beach, Moderator ; J. G. Parkhurst, 
Director; J. 0. Pelton, Assessor. 

In 1855 the number of the board was increased by add- 
ing four trustees. 

1855-56.— G. Willard, Moderator; J. H. Beech, Di- 
rector ; D. Thompson, Assessor ; A. Chandler, G. A. Coe, 
8. P. Noyes, A. L. Porter, Trustees, 

1856-57.— D. B. Dennis, Moderator; T. N. Wilson, 
Director; J. 0. Pelton, Assessor; A. Chandler, G. A Coe, 
J. Chandler, A. L. Porter, Trustees. 

1857-58.— A. Allen, Moderator; C. S. Tucker, Di- 
rector ; C. Pratt, Assessor ; A, Chandler, I. P. Aiger, J. 
Chandler, A, L. Porter, Trustees. 

1858-59.— D. Smith, Moderator; C. P. Benton, Di- 
rector; L. D. Brewer, Assessor; A. Chandler, C. B. Fisk, 
J. Chandler, I. P. Alger, Trustees. 

1859-60.— C. S, Tucker, Moderator; A. Allen, Direc- 
tor; J. A. Brookins, Assessor; J. Chandler, D. 0. More- 
house, I. P. Alger, C. B. Fisk, Trustees. 

1860-61.— S. S. Cutter, Moderator; D. B. Dennis, 
Director; C. D. Randall, Assessor; D. C. Powers, C. 
Upson, C. P. Benton. 

1861-62. — S. S. Cutter, Moderator; D. B. Dennis, 
Director ; C. D. Randall, Assessor ; D. C. Powers, A. Allen, 
J. 0. Pelton. 

1862-63.— A. Allen, Moderator ; S. S. Cutter, Director ; 
J. O. Pelton, Assessor; C. D. Randall, D. B, Dennis, C. 
S. Tucker. 

1863-64.— A. Allen, Moderator; S. S. Cutter, Direc- 
tor ; J. 0. Pelton, Assessor ; J. B. Crippen, D. B. Dennis, 
C. S. Tucker. 

1864-65. — J. B. Crippen, Moderator; 8. 9. Cutter, 
Director ; F. T. Eddy, J. Murphy, D. B. Dennis, C, S. 
Tucker. 

1865-66.— F. T. Eddy, Moderator; J. H. McGowan, 
Director ; J. B. Crippen, J. Murpby, E. Eaton, S. S. Cutter. 

1866-67.— F. T. Eddy, Moderator; J. H. McGowan, 
Director; J. Murphy, D. H. Davis, A. Allen, E. Eaton. 

1867-68.— A. Allen, Moderator; J. H. McGowan, 
Director; F. T. Eddy, D. H. Davis, J. H. Beech, A. 
Chandler, 

1868-69.— A. Allen, Moderator; F.T.Eddy, Director; 
17 



A, Chandler, N. P. Loveridge, D. H. Davis, T. C. Ethe- 

1869-70.— T. C. Ethcridge, Moderator; N. P. Love- 
ridge, Director ; J. H. Beech, J. H. McGowan, D. Thomp- 
son, A. Chandler. 

1870-71.— J. H. Beech, Moderator; N. P. Loveridge, 
Director ; H. C. Lewis, R. F. Mockridge, Justin Lawyer, 
D. Thompson. 

1871-72.— J. H. Beech, Moderator; N. P. Loveridge, 
Director ; H. C. Lewis, R. P. Mockridge, Justin Lawyer, 
D. Thompson. 

1872-73,— J. H. Beech, Moderator ; N. P. Loveridge, 
Director ; R. F. Mockridge, T. C. Etheridge, D. Thompson. 
George Starr. 

1873-74.— J. H. Beech, Moderator ; T. C. Etheridge, 
Director ; R. F. Mockridge, D, Thompson, George Starr, 
H, B. Townsend. 

1874-75.— R. F. Mockridge, Moderator; T. C. Ethe- 
ridge, Director ; George SUrr, D. Thompson, H. B, Town- 
send, A. A. Dorrance. 

1875-76. — D. Thompson, Moderator; A. A. Dorrance, 
Director; R. F. Mockridge, D. Cook, J, Murphy, D. C 
Powers. 

1876-77,— R. F. Mockridge, Moderator; J. Murphy, 
Director ; A. A. Dorrance, D. C. Powers, M. Mansfield, J, 
F. Pratt. 

1877-78.— F, V. Smith, President; Justin Lawyer, 
Clerk; D, W. Tinkham, H, D. Robinson, G. S. Foster, O. 

B, Moore, G. W. Stevens, J, R. Champion. 

LAIIIES' LIBtlAHr ASSOCIATION. 

During the year 1865 a number of ladies instituted a 
movement to secure the presence of some of the most emi- 
nent names in the lecture floid in Coldwater, and to Insure 
the success of their undertaking, they determined to firat 
raise a fund which could be drawn upon to make up any 
deficit that might be occasioned by adverse circumstances. 
This was done with a series of entertain me nts,^the whole 
netting the sum of about five hundred dollars. The fol- 
lowing year a course of lectures was duly furnished, but 
the eagerness for platform eloquence had somewhat abated, 
and no regular course was given thereafter, but the money 
put at interest until the amount abrogated six hundred 
dollars. The establishment of a library with the money 
was a favorite idea with the ladies, and on the evening of 
Dec. 13, 1869, the members of the Lecture Association, 
and those more particularly interested in having raised the 
funds in their hands, met at the residence of F. V. Smith, 
Esq., to consult about the formation of a Ladies' Library 
Association, to which, if formed, they would turn over the 
money in their possession. Several gentlemen present also 
advocated the plan. It was decided to form such an asso- 
cbtion, and articles drawn up by a committee appointed at 
a preliminary meeting were signed by twenty-two ladies. 
The Legislature was petitioned for a charter, by-laws framed, 
and the association duly organized with the following char- 
ter members : Margaret L, Powers, Marietta K. Love- 
ridge, Geoi^iana L. Cutter, Emeline Barber, Mary A. Wade, 
Mariet Smith, Harriot D, Morgan, Mary C. Champion, 
Mary Shipman, Alma Lewis, Alice ( 
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Woodward, Ardessa Crippen, Helen L. Lanplioro, Harriet 
L. Mockridge, Olivia Safford, Josephine P. McGowen, 
Addie Wing, Saiiie G. Nicliola, Mary A. Rose, Ann Van 
Va I ken burg. 

By an article of the constitution, any lady of legal age 
paying one dollar into the treasury becomes a member of 
the association, and i& entitled to a vote at the usual meet- 
ing. No gentleman is permitted to vote or is eligible to 
office, but the annual payment of one dollar affords any 
gentleman the privil^es of the library. The payment of 
thirty dollars constitutes the individual a life member, who, 
together with wife or husband, is entitled to the privileges 
of the library during the existence of the corporation. 

December 20, the first board of directors was elected by 
the association. They are fifteen in number, and remain 
in office three years, and the arrangement is such that one- 
third of them retire from office each year, to give place to 
new members. The institution now had a being and a 
name, and the board set about furnishing the objects which 
liad called for the esi.stence of the organization, viz,, the 
establishment and maintenance of a library for affording 
and encouraging nseful and entertaining reading, and the 
furnishing literary and scientific lectures, and other means 
for intellectual improvement in the city of Coldwater. 

The city was patiently canvassed to procure memberships, 
and over three hundred annual memberships were sold, 
and twenty-three life memberships. As the result of their 
persistent efforts, the ladies at the beginning of 1870 found 
tliemselves possessed of twelve hundred and fifty dollars. 

The selection of a suitable room was a matter of much 
solicitude, which Dr. Beech promptly set at rest, by offering 
the parlors in his own house for the use of the library, rent 
free. This offer was gladly accepted, and books to the value 
of one thousand dollars were immediately ordered, Messrs. 
Upson and Lewis kindly tranHactinf; the necessary business 
in Detroit. 

Five hundred dollars more were expended the same year 
for books. At the end of the first year the library num- 
bered twelve hundred volumes, around which nucleus the 
succeeding years have deposited their contributions. 

The officers of the board for the first year were : Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Alma Lewis ; Vice-President, Mrs. Georgia Cut- 
ter; Treasurer, Mrs. N, Harrington; Recording Secretary, 
Mrs. Z. P. McGowen ; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs, G. 
L. Cutter. 

At the b^inning of its career, the library was most for- 
tunate in receiving liberal support. Beside the material 
aid furnished by those gentlemen who purchased life mem- 
berships, the city papers did all the necessary printing the 
first year gratuitously, Mr. F. V. Smith furnishing tickets, 
catalogues, eUi. Dr. Beech more especially earned the last- 
ing gratitude of the association by both his early and long- 
continued generosity. 

The library occupied his parlors until the summer of 
1874, when he further evinced his good-will by presenting 
the association with a building in the rear of his dwelling, 
and a lease for five years of the ground upon which it 
stands. 

The board repaired and furnished it at a cost of about 
three hundred and filly dollars, and the library has since 



occupied its pleasant and accessible rooms. The money for 
repairs was all obtained by donations or entertainments. 
Thus it has come to pass that, while other like associations 
have had to pay out a large percentage of their income for 
rent, and dep d uj 1 teered services in the office of 

librarian, the C Idw L b ry has always had a home 
without chai^ d I b d have been enabled after the 
first year to p y 1 lary to a librarian, who not 

only attends I ul , sale of tickets, collection of 

fiuM, etc., bu I hap rsonal supervision of the books 

as tends in no small defrree to their preservation. The 
" stitch in lime," etc., needs fretjuent illustration in a cir- 
culating library. The board have also been enabled to keep 
the price of tickets at the nominal sum of one dollar, and so 
bring the advantages of the library within the reach of all. 
Present officers : Mrs, G, H, Turner, President ; Mrs. R. 
Coe, Treasurer ; Mrs. G, Van Valkenberg, Recording Sec- 
retary ; Miss Kittle Cutter, Conesponding Secretary. 

THE LEWIS ART QALLERy. 

Coldwater derives much importance in the southern por- 
tion of the State from its extensive collection of works of 
art, known generally as the Lewis Art Gallery. The build- 
ing is very centrally located on Chicago Street, and adjoin- 
ing the residence of its founder, Mr. H. C. Lewis. 

It is unnecessary to indulge in fulsome praise of the 
munificence which inspired the establbhment of this gallery, 
or to discuss the public spirit and generosity displayed by 
its projector. It is sufficient to say that it has given great 
pleasure not only to the citizens, but to those who are 
enabled by close proximity to the city to visit it frequently, 
and its influence upon the taste of the community is even 
more apparent here than in larger cities, where a love of art 
is fostered and encouraged by the presence of good pictures. 
The collection is thrown open to the public on Saturday of 
each neck, and during the winter the apartments are com- 
fortably heated, and no restrictions are placed upon visitors 
other than are demanded by the observance of the rules 
which govern good breeding. 

The gallery is divided into two compartments, the first 
being principally hung with foreign pictures, and copies of 
the famous pictures of artists of repute abroad. The farther 
compartment embraces a collection of portraits of much 
merit,— many of them originals, others excellent copies, — 
the subjects being celebrated English, French, and Ameri- 
can characters. These portraits, together with a iai^e pro- 
portion of the pictures, are from the Thompson collection, 
very well known to Bostonians, and which were originally 
intended to form the nucleus of a gallery to be ultimately 
donated to the city of Boston, Some slight circumstance 
diverted the collector from his original purpose and con- 
signed them to the auction-room, from whence many of 
them came to Coldwater. The remainder of the collection 
adorned the palatial halls of the late Le Grand Lockwood's 
residence at Norwalk, Conn, 

We r^ret that it is not possible to obtain from Mr. 
Lewis, who is abroad, a history of the pictures and many 
incidents relating to their purchase, which would be of 
much interest to the reader, A brief review of some of 
the most interesting works is all that we are able to offer^ 
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under the circumstances. Amonj: the copies of the old 
masters in the first {ijailery, and perhaps the chef d'oeuvre 
of the collection, is a supcib copy ol' Murillo's " Concep- 
tion," displaying not only the individuality of this greot 
master, but his reraarkable grace of outline and harmony of 
color. There is jlIso a fine copy of Raphael's " Triinsfigu- 
ration," aud three copies of Oorreggio, — an "Adoration," 
"Christ and Mary Magdalene,'' and "Christ and the Woman 
of Samaria at the Well,'' — ail indicating the abao utc mastery 
of this artist in the wonderful efifecis produced by the skill- 
ful hiiudling of light and shadow. There is un excellent 
copy of the "Aurora" of (Juido, and another of Claude Lor- 
raine's " Harbor of Civila Veccbia," In this gallery is also 
a charming little interior of modest proportions, " The First 
Attempt to teach a Child how to Walk," fiiU of the cheerful 
life and warm color of tlio Dutch school. 

Among the pictures which we are informed belonged to 
the Lockwood collection are Eastman Johnson's " Boyhood 
of Lincoln," a work which considerably enhanced the 
already wide reputation of the artist, and which may be 
regarded, perhaps, as second to none in the gallery io 
point of merit. " A Roman Beauty' is one of the most 
superb bits of coloring, and neur it hang Kaufraaii's pic- 
ture of " Admiral Farragut in the Shrouds of his Vessel 
at the Battle of Mobile," a work of considerable repute, 
aud a " Chimney Sweep Making his Toilet," i-emarknble 
for its spirit aud conscientious drawing. 

Among the portraits are an excellent copy of Gilbert 
Stuart's " Wa-shiugtoii," the original of which adds to the 
fame of the Lennox Gallery, New York ; a strong drawing 
of Benjamin Franklin, and another of President Wayland, 
and many admirable portraits of female celebrities. Indeed, 
the whole collection of portraits is so excellent as to add 
greatly to the interest of the gallery. 

Among the larger pictures are an " F migrant Train 
Attacked by Indians," by Charles Winsor, a work of con- 
siderable reputation, remarkable for its vigorous handling 
and its truth to nature. It is regiirded as one of the most 
valuable in the collection. Near it hangs " Mary Queen of 
Seota Accusing John Knox of Treason," a work of much 
historical interest, and "The Angel Appearing to Hagar 
in the Wilderness," said to have been pronounced almost 
faultless as an anatomical study. 

" The Sleeping Beauty," by Wight, — the subject taken 
from one of Tennyson's poems, — attracts attention not only 
from its size, but from its fine coloring and its happy effect 
of drapery. One of the most conspicuous gems of the whole 
collection is a picture of the Dusseldorf school, "Luther 
taken Prisoner to the Castle of Wartburg." The mediaj- 
val tone of the picture, the fine drawing, and its suggestive 
character all combine to make it one of the choicest works 
upon the walls of the Lewis Gallery. There are also uiany 
choice bits of statuary both in bronze aud marble, but our 
limited space does not admit of so extended a notice of 
this very pleasant and instructive place of resort as it^ 
merits deserve. 

MASONIC LODGES. 

Freemasonry first had a permanent foothold in Cold- 
water in 1847, there having been many Masons in the 
village prior to that time, but no organized lodge. From 



that period to the present the institution bus grown aud 
prospered until it has become an established power in the 
city. No special events have marked its progress, how- 
ever, other than participation iu occasional public cere- 
monies to which the various lodges were invited.. 

Ti/>-e Lodge, No. 18.— This lodge, which ranks as the 
oldest in the city, holds a charter bearing date April 1, 
1847, its first officers having been John T. Haynes, W. M.; 
Henry Buell, S. W. ; Amos Bacon, J. W. ; Samuel P. 
Noyes, Treas. ; Andrain Abbott, Sec. Its early members 
were Ichubud Davis, James Shoecraft, Myral Comstock, 
Elisha Wamer, Bradley Crippen, William Keyes, Samuel 
Etheridge. Ita officers have been, from that date, succes- 
sively : 

1848— George W. Davis, W. M. ; E. G. Parsons, 8. W. ; 

D. Haynes, J. W. ; Dorset J. Goff, Treas. ; Henry C. Gil- 
bert, Sec. ; J. 8. Davidson, S. D. ; L. D. Halsted, J. D, ; 
S. C. Hanchett, Tyler. 

1849.— George W. Davidson, W. M. ; Harvey Warner, 
S. W. ; Elisha Warren, J. W. ; D. J, Goff, Treas- ; Henry 
C. Gilbert, Sec; Lucius E. Mills, S. D. ; L. D. Halsted, 
J. D. ; E. Lawicnce, Tyler. 

1850.— John T. Haynes, W. M. ; Albert L. Porter, S. 
W.; L. E. Mills, J. W. ; Daniel Mills, Treas.; N. T. 
Waterman, Sec. ; John H. Stevens, S. D. ; L. D. Halsted, 
J. D. ; D. Haynes, Tyler. 

1851.— Lucius E. Mills, W. M.; Elijah 0. Stemea, S. 
W, ; A. T. Macary, J. W. ; D. J. Goff, Treas. ; N. T. 
Waterman, Sec. ; M. Mansfield, 8. D. ; L. D. Halsted, J. 
D. ; B. H. Cutler, Tyler. 

1852.— A. T. Macary, W. M. ; Mortimer Mansfield, S. 
W. ; Louis T. N. Wilson, J. W. ; Harvey Warner, Treas. ; 
Corydon P. Benton, Sec. ; 8. P. Noyes, 8, D. ; D. J. Goff, 
J. D. ; B. H. Cutler, Tyler. 

1853.— Wales Adams, W. M. ; Albert L. Porter, S. W. ; 
C. P. Bentou, J. W. ; Daniel Mills, Treas. ; Seaman L. 
Dart, Sec. ; D. Littlefield, S. D. ; E. C. Stemea, J. D. ; B. 
H. Cutler, Tyler. 

1854.- Mortimer Mansfield, W. M. ; C. P. Benton, S. 
W.; A. F, Bidwell, J. W. ; Elihu Mather, Treas. ; Fram 
B. Way, Sec; S. L. Dart, S. D. ; G. H. Whit«, J. D. 

E. C. Sternes, Tyler. 

1855.— Corydon P. Benton, W. M. ; S. L Dart, S. W. 
Origen Bingham, J. W. ; Elihu Mather, Treas. ; J. C. 
Montgomery, Sec. ; R. H. Drake, S. D, ; A. Pierce, J. D. 
J. 0. Buffham, Tyler. 

1856.— Corydon P. Benton, W. M. ; S. L. Dart, S. W. 
Wm. J. Jones, J. W. ; A. McCrea, Treas. ; J. F. Pratt, 
Sec. ; J. B. Stevenson, S. D. ; B. M. Bordine, J. D. ; B. 
H. Cutler, Tyler. 

1857.— Seaman L. Dart, W. D. ; W. J. Jones, S. W. 
K, H. Drake, J. W.; A. McCrea, Treas.; David Bovee, 
Sec ; J. B. Stevenson, 8. D. ; H. W. Whil«, J. D. ; B. M. 
Bordine, Tyler. 

1858.— Seaman L. Dart, W. M. ; John H. Beech, 8. 
W. ; Aimon L. Lytle, J. W. ; A. Allen, Treas. ; D. Bovce, 
Sec. ; E. W. Markham, S. D. ; John G. Buffham, J. D. ; 
Ariel Pierce, Tyler. 

1859.- Seaman L. Dart, W. M. ; A. L. Lytle, S. W. ; 
David Bovee, J. W. ; C. P. Bentou, Ti 
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Sec. ; Frank Plogort, S. D. ; M. Mansfield, J. D. ; J, G. 
Buffhain, Tyler. 

I860.— Seaman L. Dart, W. M. ; A. L. Lytle, S. W. ; D. 
Bovee, J. W. ; A. Allen, Treas. ; John Murphej, Sec, ; F. 
Plogart, S. D. ; Wm. H. Abbot, J. D. ; R. H. Drake, Tjler. 

1861.— Seaman L. Dart, W. M. ; A. L. Lytle, S. W. ; 
D. Bovee, J. W. ; A. Allen, Treas. ; John Murphey, Sec. ; 

F. Plogart, S. D. ; 0. C. Graham, J. D. ; R. H. Drake, 
Tjler; Key. H. Safford, Chaplain. 

1862.— Seaman L. Dart, W. M.; A. L. Lytle, S. W. ; 
D. Bovee, J. W, ; A. Allen, Treas. ; John Murphey, Sec. ; 
0, C, Graham. S. D. ; N. Rosenbaum, J. D. ; R. H. Drake, 
Tyler; Rev. H. Safford, Chaplain. 

1863.— Seaman L. Dart, W. M.; A. L. Lytle, S. W. ; 
D. Bovee, J. W. ; A. Allen, Treas. ; George Ferguson, Sec. ; 
0. C. Graham, S. D. ; N. Kosenbanm, J. D. ; Geor;^ Han- 
sel, Tyler. 

' 1864.— D. Bovee, W. M. ; 0. C. Graham, S. W. ; Geo. 
Ferguson, J. W. ; A. Allen, Treas.; C. J. Manvel, Sec; 
D. Cooley, S. D.; J. L. Bill, J. D. ; Geo. Mansell, Tyler. 

1865.— D. Bovee, W. M. ; 0. C. Graham, S. W. ; N. 
Roaenbaum, J. W. ; R. H. Druke, Treas. ; C. J. Manvel, 
See. ; M. G. Townscnd, S. D. ; J. L. Hill, J. D. ; Geo. 
Mansell, Tyler, 

1866.— D. Bovee, W. M.; John Murphej, S, W. ; 
Nathan Rosenbaum, J. W. ; R. H. Drake, Treas. ; Geo. M. 
Dumon, Sec. ; H. J. Woodward, S. D. ; Wm. Anderson, 
J. D. ; n. Toland, Tyler. 

1867.— David Bovee, W. M. ; 0. C. Graham, S. W. ; 
N. Rosenbanni, J. W. ; A. McCrea, Treas.; R. A. Hall, 
Sec. ; H. E. Macary, S. D. ; Z. C. Cheeny, J. D. ; S. Dar- 
row, Tyler. 

1868.— D. Bovee, W. M. ; D. B. Furinton, S. W. ; R. 
A. Hall, J. W.; R. H. Drake, Treas.; Geo. M. Domon, 
Sec. ; Z. C. Cheeny, S. D. ; J. L. Hill, J. D. ; Geo. Firth, 
Tyler. 

1869.— D. Bovee, W. M. ; Wm. C. Bums, S. W. ; R. 
A. Hall, J. W.; R. H. Drake, Treas.-, Geo. M. Dumon, 
Sec.; J. A. Ashbaugh, S. D.; A. Smith, J. D. ; D. Fos, 
Tyler. 

1870.— D. Bovee, W. M. ; W. C. Bnrns, S. W. ; R. A. 
Hall, J. W. ; Geoi^e Starr, Treas. ; G. M. Dumond, See. ; 
J. A. Ashbaugh, S. D. ; A. Smith, J. D. ; G. H, Taylor, 
Tyler. 

1871.— D. Bovee, W. M,; J. A. Ashbaugh, S. W. ; 

G. H. Taylor, J. W. ; R. A. Hall, Treas. ; 0. F. Stygtes, 
Sec. ; H. A. Wolcott, S. D. ; Wm. Draubaugh, J. D. ; 
G. Firth, Tyier. 

1872.— D. Bovee, W. M. ; J. Ashbaugh, S. W. ; Q. H. 
Taylor, J. W. ; E. A. Hall, Treas. ; D, B. Purinton, Sec. ; 
H. A. Wolcott, S.^.; A. J. Foster, J. D.; Geo. Firth, 
Tyler. 

1873,— The same. 

1874.— D. Bovee, W. M. ; A. J. Foster, S. W, ; G. H., 
Taylor, J. W. ; R. A. Hall, Treas. ; D. B. Purinton, Sec. ; 
D. S. Phinney, S. D. ; Geo. Firth, Tyler. 

1875.— D. Bovee, W. M. ; A. J. Foster, S. W. ; Wm. 
C. Bums, J. W.; R. A. Hall, Treas.; D. B. Purinton 
Sec. ; D. S. Phinney, 8. D. ; Wm. Draubaugh, J. D. ; Geo. 
Firth, Tyler. 



1876.— D. Bovee, W. M, ; A. J. Foster, S. W. ; B. W. 
Holmes, J. W. ; R. A. Hatl, Treas. ; D. B. Purinton, Sec. ; 
D. S. Phinney, S. D, ; J. W. Brown, J. D. ; Daniel Fox, 
Tyler. 

1877.— D. Bovee, W. M. ; A. J. Foster, J. W. ; E. W. 
Holmes, J. W. ; R. A. Hall, Treas. ; D. B. Purinton, Seo. ; 
L. A. Peckham, S. D. ; J. W. Brown, J. D. ; D, Fos, 
Tyler, 

The following statistics give an idea of the working of 
the lodge since its organization : 



847.., 



It will be seen by the foregoing table that the total 
membership the first year of its oiganization was 24, show- 
ing a decided growth from that time to the present. 

Its officers are D. Bovee, W. M. ; A. J. Foster, S. W. ; 
E. W, Holmes, J. W. ; R. A. Hall, Treas. ; D. B. Purin- 
ton, Seo. ; Charles E. Fanning, S. D. ; G. W. Fos, J. D. ; 
Daniel Fos, Tyler. 

The following impressive dirge is used by the lodge in 
attending the burial of its n 



"Mortnla, onn indulge a If! 
Formortniifjisnear! 
See hovr wide her trophies 
O'er the slumbeis of Ihe gi 



Wftft this Friend and Brother home. 

"IiordofaJn below — above — 
Fill our hBBrta nith Truth nnd Love; 



Goldwater Lodge, No. 260. — This lodge was organized 
from Tyre Lodge, No. 18. Several members being desirous 
to establish another lodge in Coldwater, made applicatiot^ 
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to the officers of the Graod Lodge of the State for a dis- 
pensation, which w«s granted Feb. 10, 18C9, with the 
following gentlemen as its first officers : Thomas S. Dorsej, 
W. M. ; Nathan Rosenbaum, S. W. ; George Ferguson, 
J. W. ; H. J. Woodward, Sec, ; S. S. ScoviU, Treaa. 

Its present officers ai* N. Rosenbaum, W. M. ; A. E. 
Thompson, S. W. ; E. S. Taylor, J. W. ; S. H. Kgabiood, 
See. ; John P. Fiske, Treaa. 

The regular communications are lietd the first Monday 
evening of each month. The lodge has a hall, spatious 
and well appointed, in which the meetings are held. 

Jacob's CommantJeiy, No. 10. — The following gentle- 
men first applied lor a dispeneation to oi^anize a command- 
ery in Coldwater; Franklin T. Eddy, Wales Adams, Nor- 
man Ij. Southworth, Asa G. Rose, Joseph A. Rose, Charles 
H. Putnam, Ricihard H. Drake, Artemus Allen, Leaman 
L. Dart, Lyman Sleeper. The application hore date March 
3, 1860, and tho charter was granted June 6 of the same 
year, with its first officers as follows : Franklin T. Kddy, 
E. C. ; N. L. Southworth, Gen. ; ArtemuB Allen, Capt.- 
Gen. ; S. L. Dart, Recorder. lis present officers are R. A. 
Hali, E. C. ; S. S. Scovill, Gen.; R. G. Chandler, Capt.- 
Gen, ; D. B. Purinton, Recorder. Its present membership 
numbers seventy. 

Te^iiple Chapler, JVo.21, R. A. jtf!— The charter of this 
chapter bears dale Jan. 13, 1859, the following gentlemen 
having applied for a dispensation : Edwin Perry, John H. 
Beach, N. L. Southworth, David Burns, E. Mather, 
Samuel Etheridge, Wales Adams, Abrara McCrea, S, L. 
Dart, Levi Daj^ett. Its first officers were Edwin Perry, 
High-Priest; John H. Beach, King; N. L, Southworth, 
Scribe. 

Its present officers are A. J. Foster, High-Priest ; Wm. 
C. Barnes, King; Sylvanus S, Scovill, Scribe; J. Wesley 
Brown, Treas, ; David B, Purinton, Sec. 

This chapter has been prosperous since its organization, 
and increased its list of members until it now numbers one 
hundred and twenty-seven on its rolls. The regular meet- 
ings are held the first Wednesday of each month. 

MourU Moriah Council, No. 6, R. and S. jtf.— This 
organization was formed November, 1859, under a dispen- 
sation granted by the T. I, G. P, of the State of Michigan. 
Its first officers were S. L, Bart, T. I. G, M, ; M, Mans- 
field, D. I. G, M. ; R. H. Drake, P, C, of W, ; J, B. Stev- 
enson, C. of G. ; D. Boveo, G. S. ; F. T. Eddy, Recorder; 
A. Allen, Treas. 

Its present officers are D. B. Purinton, T, I, M. ; John 
P. Fisk, D, I. M, ; J. A. Ashbaugh, P, C. of W. ; W. C. 
Barnes, C. of G, ; M. H. Parker, Treas.; S, B. Kitchel, 
Recorder ; A. A, Unangst, S, and S, ; D. Fox, Sentinel, 

Its regular meetings are held the first Thursday of every 
month. 

INDEPENDENT ORDER OP ODD-PELLOWS. 

Coldwater Lodge, No. 31.— The Order had its first 
organization in the city as early as the year 1848, Cold- 
water Lodge, No, 31, having been formed in February of 
that year. No authentic record of the transactions of the 
body can be obtained, but from one of the oldest members 
we learn that it was for a time prosperous, but the harmony 
which at first characterized its sessions unhappily termi- 



nated in discord, and the lodge surrendered its charter in 
1855, and for a time was pratticallj defunct. It at this 
time owned some property, which was scattered among ils 
members, and four cemetery lots which had been deeded 
to it by the corporation reverted again to the donors. 
Dec. 17, 1 871, the lodge was resuscitated with the 
following officers : Gilbert Sherman, D. D. G. M. ; H. D. 
Warren, N, G. ; J. A. Brookins, V. G, ; A. Halstead, Re- 
cording Sue.; H. N. Moore, Treas.; Hiram Baker, Per- 
manent Sec. 

The lodge having been again established on a flourishing 
basis, an eifort was made to redeem the lots which had 
been awarded to the original body by the corporation. 
These it was learned had been sold and were already in 
use, but a compromise was efiected by which other lots of 
equal value were given the new organization. 

The present officers of the Coldwater Lodge are Alfred 
Milnea, D. D. G, M, ; L. A. Peterson, N. G.; J. S. Con- 
over, V. G. ; C, W, Johnson, Recording Sec. ; W. H. 
Allen, Permanent Sec. ; Alfred Miines, Treaa. 

The present membership is seventy-five. 

Jiethesda Lodge, No. 268. — This lodge was organiaed 
Novembei' 5, 1875, by George Dean as Grand Master of 
the Grand Lodge of the State. 

Its first officers were Theodore Lyman, N, G, ; James 
Anderson, V, G. ; Charles D. Wright, Recording Sec.; 
James A. Brookins, Permanent Sec. ; Thomas Smith, 
Treaa. Trustees : James Anderson, Thomas Smith, J. H. 
D. Warren. 

Its pre'ient officers are S. Egerbroad, N. G. ; David 
Bartlett, V. G. ; J. H. D. Warren, Recording Sec. ; M. 
H. Parker, Permanent Sec. ; James Anderson, Treas, 
Trustees: Gilbert Sherman, Charles Chapman, James 
Anderson. 

OAK UROVE CEMSTERY. 

The original plat comprised in this cemetery was owned 
by individual parties, and embraced about eighteen acres. 
The deed conveying it to the Oak Grove Cemetery Asso- 
ciation bears date July 15, 1854, and the party making 
the conveyance is George A. Coe. 

In the year 1869 it was deemed best to enlai^ the 
dimensions of the inclosure, and about one hundred acres 
more wore added, the deed of conveyance having been 
given by C. V. L. Kibbe to the city of Coldwater in that 

The original association included the following list among 
its first officers; Orsamua B. Clark, President; Geoi^e A. 
Coe, Clerk ; James Pierson, Collector ; George A. Coe, 
Treasurer; John Luck, Sexton. 

The following description of the ground embraced in the 
original plat is found in the records-: " All that certain 
piece or parcel of land situate, lying, and being in the town 
of Coldwater, in the county of Branch and State of Mich- 
igan, described as follows, to wit: Beginning at a point on 
the north line of the Chicago Road, on the west bank of 
Coldwater River, at a cedar stake ; northwardly, westwafdiy, 
and southerly, along the centre of the diteh at the base of 
the hill, and around the same until it intersects the north 
line of the Chicago Road, and from thence eastwardly, 
along the north line of the Chio 
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dred rods, to the place of beginning, containing about 
eighteen acres, more or !ess, and being a part of the north 
hair of the southwest fractional quarter of section seventeen. 

" The object uf such association or corporation is declared 
to be the dedication of said piece of land for a cemetery or 
burjing-ground, and the fencing, improving, ornamenting, 
and keeping the same ibr the pui'poses aforesaid." 

Oak Grove Cemetery is remarkable for its picturesque 
location and its varied natural beauties. Its walks and 
drives — which are numerous and traverse nearly the whole 
extent of the grounds — are lined with luxuriant shade- 
trees, and the beautiful sloping hills of the north end look 
out upon an expansive sheet of water, which adds greatly 
to the attractiveness of the location. The vault, situated 
in the central portion of the grounds, is bordered with a 
very tasteful arrangement of hedge, and displays much 
taste. There are also various plans for improving and 
beautifying the iuclosure, which will from time to time be 
carried out. Many fine monuments and memorial -stones 
mark the graves, and the attentive care given the private 
lots is evidence of the tender memories that departed 
friends have left behind. 

Altogether, this cemetery impresses the visitor not only 
by its exceedingly beautiful natural advantages, but by the 
admirable manner iu which art has added to their at- 
tractions. 



While the bar of this county has never produced 
a, Cicero, or a Demostlienos, a Webster or Clay, it is 
thought that it will compare favorably with the bar of 
any interior county in the State. In the spring of 1837, 
K. G. Fuller, Esq., a young attorney from New York State, 
while journeying westward towards Chic^o and Milwaukee, 
in search of a place to locate, was induced by the beauty 
of Ooldwater and the surrounding country, to i-eat over the 
Sabbath. He discovered that there was no attorney here, 
and was finally induced to settle in the young and rising 
village of Coldwater. 

Some amusing incidents occurred at this first admission 
to the bar. A committee of three gentlemen, " learned in 
the law," was appointed to examine the young attorney, and 
report as to his legal attainments. 

The first question asked was as to his politics. On being 
told that he was a " Jackson Democrat," two ol' the com- 
mittee expressed entire satisfaction ; the other one, however, 
had a question ov two more to ask. " Did he ever expect 
to run for the Legislature ? and if so, did he expect to be 
elected ?" After this question was answered, the trio of 
" legal lore" were entirely satisfied, and the first attorney 
of Branch County was duly admitted U> practice in all the 
august courts of the State. Very soon after lie was com- 
missioned by the Governor of the State as prosecuting at- 
torney of the county, and held the office for several years. 

In 1844 he was elected judge of probate for the county, 
and served four years to the entire satisfaction of his con- 
stituency. Since his retirement from the probate judgeship 
he has devoted his time mainly to the practice of his pi*o- 
fesaion and in supervising the culture of a farm which 
he owns in the south part of the city. He is a good law- 



yer, still in excellent health, and practicing in OaUfornia, 
where he is temporarily sojourning with a son. 

In 1838, or about that time, another attorney found 
Coldwater a place of sufficient attraction to " pitch his tent." 
This was Edward A. Warner, Esq., an agreeable and intelli- 
gent young man. He soon obtained a good practice, and 
was constantly working his way upward in the hearts of 
the pioneers, when death claimed him as her own. He has 
been sleeping in the "silent city," over the river, nearly 
thirty-five years. 

George A. Coe, Esq., fresh from his studies in Roches- 
ter, N. Y., found the quiet little village of Coldwater, in 
1833 or 1840. Politics ran high in those days, and Mr. 
Coe, being a good Whig, was doubly welcomed by the 
Whiga, as both of the former gentlemen were Democrats. 
Possessed of fine personal appearance and social attractions, 
ho at once became a great favorite, and business flowed in 
upon him abundantly. He was soon after elected justice 
of tlie peace, member of the Legislature in 1848, State 
senator, and lieutenant-governor in 1854 and 1856, pre- 
siding in the Senate chamber with great satisfaction. 
Indeed, as a presiding officer ho had few equals. After his 
retirement from legislative duties he was again elected 
justice of the peace and supervisor, both of which offices 
he held at the time of his death, in 18G9. He was a good 
lawyer and a general favorite in society. . 

Louis T. N. Wiison, Esq., a pioneer boy, entered the office 
of Lieutenant-Governor Coe, and commenced the study of 
law, Jan. 16, 1843. Being a bright and active young man, 
full of ambition, he soon acquired a sufficient knowledge of 
the profession to procure his admission to the bar. 

In the spring of 1851 ho was elected justice of the peace, 
in 1854 State senator, and in 1870 prosecuting attorney, 
all of which positions he filled with marked ability. Offi- 
cial positions, however, interfered with his legal business, 
and he now devotes hiuiself strictly to his profession. He 
possesses a bright, active mind and gr'eat brilliancy of speech, 
added to a thoiough knowledge of the law. 

Judge David Thompson, also a pioneer boy, commenced 
the study of the law in Coldwator, at an early day. His 
studious and thoughtful habits soon gave him a good knowl- 
edge of the profession, and in due time he had a fine prac- 
tice. Pleasant and agreeable in his intorcourse with those 
around him, he was held in esteem by all. Some years ago 
he was elected justice of the peace, but resigned, because 
its duties interfered with his professional pursuits. He was 
elected judge of probate in 18li4, and served with satisfac- 
tion. He was afterwards appointed circuit judge, by Gov- 
ernor Croswell. 

Judge Thomas N. Cooiy, for many years past upon the 
Supreme bench of this State, stopped in Ooldwater a 
short time at an early day ; but clients were too poor and 
scarce for men of his genius and ability. He left the field' 
to others, much to the regret of those best acquainted with 
his eminent learning and ability. 

General J. G. Parkhurst, came from Central New York 
about 1850, and entered into partnership with the late 
Lieutenant-Governor Coe. He was elected prosecuting 
attorney in 1852, and served with credit to himself. Early 
in the Uebcllion he was appuintwl a_lieute[u^t-OQloi||l'«^«[l^ 
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of llie Michigan regiments, and served till the end of the 
war. He was hrevolted brlgadior-gcneral for gallant services 
in tlie army. Since the war he has given but little time to 
the practice of law, ha.ving other business to take hia entire 

Justus Goodwin, Esq., pi'iicticed in the county early, 
though he lived on a. large farm just outside the county. 

Union City, in an early day, was called after him, " Uood- 
winviile." In later years he moved to Coldwater, but never 
obtained a great practice, as he preferred out-door csercise 
to 3 sedentary life. His death occurred some years ago. 
He was considered an able lawyer and a genial gentleman. 

Cephas B. Dresser came here many years ago, a young 
man, but remained only a short time. He was called a 
well-read lawyer. We understand he now resides in Hills- 
dale. 

' Harris, a good, sound lawyer, came early. His 

stay ffaa short. Cause, doubtless, the want of well-to-do 
clients,— -a very good reason. 

Caleb D. Randall, also a pioneer boy, came previous to 
1840, with his father's family, Dr. Aivah Randall, and 
settled in Bronson, After he was admitted to the bar he 
came to Coldwater, and entered upon a good practice. He 
was elected State senator in 1870, and drafted the bill es- 
tablishing the " State Public School." Although a sound 
lawyer, hia practice of late years has been limited. Being 
president of the Michigan Southern National Bank, liIs 
time is occupied with its affairs. 

Edward J. Hard, an industrious lawyer, settled here in 
an early day. His career was short, however, for death 
soon claimed him as its own. 

E. Gr. Parsons, one of tbe early lawyers, was prosecuting 
attorney for several terras. He was a shrewd lawyer and 
a social gentleman, we believe. Hia present residence, us 
far as known, is in the State of Missouri. 

In 1841 or 1842, Daniel Gilbert, Esq., moved here from 
Western New York with two sons, H. 0. and J. W. Gil- 
bert. The father, through age and infirmities, practiced 
but little, but was a good counselor, and may truly have 
been called 



He died many years ago, 

H. C. Gilbert, the elder son, was a man of untiring 
perseverance, and an able and eloquent lawyer. He was 
Indian agent for tbe State under President Pierce's admin- 
istration. AAer the espiralion of his term of office he 
purchased a large farm in the town of Coldwater, and 
planted an extensive nursery. His farming, however, was 
no more profitable than that of the distinguished Horace 
Greeley. In other words, he enriched his coffers the wrong 
way. Upon the breaking out of the Rebellion he was 
appointed colonel of one of the Michigan regiments, 
serving with great gallantry and giving op hia life for the 
Union he loved so well. His remains were brought home 
and inten'ed in Oak Grove Cemetery. 

James W., the younger of the two sons, was also an ex- 
cellent lawyer, but possessed of a less robust constitution 
than his brother. Hard study brought on disease, and in 
the prime and beauty of manhood his life was cut short. 



Justin Lawyer, Esq., was an early attorney in the county. 
Many years ago he was elected county judge, but the Legis- 
lature, we believe, dispensed with his services by rcpealinj; 
the law under which he was elected. Having been engaged 
in other business a large portion of the time since, his 
practice has been limited. He is a gentleman of fine social 
qualities and a sound attorney. 

E. S. Jennings, Esq., came hero many years ago, and, 
though able and eloquent, his stay was short. 

Egbert K. Nichols, Esq., was an attorney in the county 
years ago. He was elected county prosecuting attorney, 
but his stay was not sufficiently long to form any idea 
as to his abilities. We understand he went East from this 
State. 

Hon. Charles Upson, when a young man, came from the 
land of wooden nutmegs, and settled in the county of St, 
Joseph. He was there elected State senator, but later he 
settled in Coldwater. As his fame had preceded him, he 
at once entered upon a large and lucrative practice. In 
1862, 1864, and 1866 he was elected to Congress from the 
district of which Branch formed a part, and served with 
great acceptance to his constituency. He also served as 
circuit judge, but resigned on account, we believe, of inade- 
quate salary. 

Hon. J. W. Turner came to Coldwater from the eastern 
part of the State many years ago. He had served in the 
Legislature of the State with much ability, and his services 
had been appreciated by the people of this county. He 
entered at once upon a good practice. When the Repub- 
lican party was organized at Jackson he was present, and 
entered heartily into the work. Being a fine speaker, his 
services as a " stumper" were in brisk demand. He was 
several times elected prosecuting attorney of the county, 
and it is not too much to say that no man ever filled the 
office more acceptably to the people or with greater credit 
to himself. 

— — ■ Howell, Esq., an earnest and thorough attorney, 
stopped ill Coldwater at an early day. Clients too poor and 
scarce, doubtless, influenced his removal. 

Joseph B. Clarke, Esq., one of the best-read lawyers in 
the county, remained a few years in Coldwater. He was 
a brother of " Grace Greenwood," and possessed many traits 
of character in common with that distinguished lady. He 
left twenty yearn or more ago. 

Willard J. Bowen, Esq., an early pioneer boy of this 
county, settled in Coldwater years ago. He was considered 
a good lawyer, but hia time being too much occupied in 
other pursuits, hia practice was neglected in consequence. 

Moses 8. Bowen, Esq., a lawyer of fair ability, great 
tact, and perseverance, practiced in the county several 
years. He left many years ago. He was regarded as a 
jtapal. pleasant gentleman. 

Hon. F. E. Morgan was a thorough student, well versed 
in the law. He was elected State senator in 1876, and 
served with ability. He was a quiet gentleman and an 
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through Indiana and Ohio, and very nearly lost his life in 
the " Morgan raid." After peace was restored he was 
elected prosecuting attorney, and served four years. In 
1872 lie was elected State senator, served one term ; in 
1876 was elected to Congress, and re-elected in 1878. He 
is a fine speaker and courteous gentleman. 

Noah P. Loyeridge, Esq., came to Coldwater from Cen- 
tral New York some fifteen years ago. He soon entered 
upon a successful practice, and by strict attention to busi- 
ness soon merited the esteem of the people. He is a 
thorough student, genial and affable in manner, and ciyoys 
the confidence of the community. 

David B. Dennis, Esq,, came to Coldwater some twenty- 
five years ago. Although a good attorney, he has given 
but little time to professional pursuits. He has served as 
supervisor and justice of the peace, but his private affairs 
claim his closest attention. 

Judge John B. Shipman came to Coldwater nearly twenty 
years ago, from St. Joseph County, wiiero ho studied in the 
office of Hon. H. H. Riley. His pleasant and agreeable 
manners soon brought him hosts of friends as well as a 
lucrative practice. We think it safe to say that there is 
no more thorough student of the law to be found, and 
none more highly respected. In the fall of 1878 he was 
elected circuit judge for the district composed of St. Joseph 
and Branch Counties, and is now clothed with a judicial 
garb. 

Timothy G. Turner, Esq., who came about twenty years 
ago, was lawyer and editor, and finally enlisted during the 
war. He is now residing in the West. 

Wallace W. Barrett, Esq., studied in Coldwater years 
ago. Was eiected prosecuting attorney in the fall of 1860, 
but on the breaking out of the war he resigned his office 
and went to the front as a captain of infantry. His gal- 
lant services in the army won for him a commission in the 
regular army, a position few obtained who were not given 
a military education at West Point. We think he now 
ranks as major. 

Levi Spraguc, Esq., an attorney of untiring energy and 
perseverance, practiced in Coldwater years ago, but went 
from here to Chicago, and now, as we understand, makes a 
speciality of poliee-courts practice of that city. 

Frank D. Skeels, Esq., studied law in Coldwater, and 
soon after hia admission to the bar was elected prosecuting 
attorney for the county, and was re-elected in 1874, serving 
four years with ability. He still practices in the city, 

Simon B. Kitchel was elected prosecuting attorney in 
1876, and re-elected iu 1873. He possesses a considerable 
knowledge of the law and has a good degree of persever- 

John R. Champion, Esq,, came to Coldwater at an early 
day with bis father's family, the late Reuben J. ChaWpitBj 
Esq. He was in the army several years, and after the ' 
Bwords were returned to their scabbards, in addition to 
other duties he studied law, and was admitted to the bar. 
He has twice been elected mayor of Coldwater City, and 
is a man of fine social qualities. 

There are several young attorneys in Coldwater in addi- 
tion to the above. Among them we may namo Henry C. 
Clark, Esq., or, as they call him. Alderman Clark; Charles 



N. Le^, Esq., Charles D. Wright, Esq., Barlow, Esq., 

N. A. Reynolds, Esq., A. T. Lamphere, Esq., Andrew J. 
McGowan, Esq., and Harry C. Safford, Esq. These are all 
young men of fair abilities, and have a promising future 
before them. 

PHYStCIANS. 
" Doctor, forgive mo. it I dare jireEOribo 
A rule for thee thyself, and all thj tribe, 
loBerting a fen eerions worde bj gteolth ; 

Above alt pnte of wealth 
TkeB„ds',j,wet,~^otformi«d,pT«/a«t, 



Bg hands made pure, 



The physicians who settled in Coldwater previous to 
1840 were men of very good ability, and some of them 
of quite marked character, — leaving an impress upon the 
community whidi has long outlived them. Their practice 
extended far ovei the sparselj -settled country ; and many 
are the tales of hardship and suffering they related among 
the early pioneers of this county. Many times they had 
to be physician, nurse, and adviser ; and by their sympathy 
and cheerfulness, and by their advice in business and family 
matters, they gave comfort and hope to the home-sick and 
desponding whose health and vivacity had been taken from 
them by the enervating influence of the malaria, which, 
with scarcely an exception, more or less affected all. The 
physician, better than any one else, knows the trials and 
hardships of the pioneers who had to battle with disease, 
and sometimes almost famine. 

The first physician who settled in Coldwater was Dr. 
William Henry, from Scipio, Cayuga Co., N. Y., in the 
summer of 1830. He was about seventy years of age, well 
educated, and a man of acknowledged ability. He prac- 
ticed medicine here about two years, and then removed to 
Sturgis, Mich., where he died. 

Dr. Hill, of Indiana, aged about fifty-five years, in 1830 
settled at Pocahontas, now " Mills," above Branch. He 
was a practical business man, and built the first " grist-mill" 
in the county, at the place where he Hved. He left in 
1832, and went to Lagrange, Ind. 

Dr. Enoch Chace came to Coldwater from Vermont in 
the fall of 1831, and practiced medicine until 1834, when 
he removed to Milwaukee, Wis., where he has been engaged 
in farming and making the celebrated Milwaukee white 
brick, an extensive bed of the clay for which he found on 
his farm. " He is"'still living there, and has become wealthy. 
, -Dr. Chace was the only physician of this place, so fer as 
is known, who went before the Board of Censore of "The 
Medical Society qf the Territory of Michigan," and ob- 
tained a license to practice medicine and surgery in the 
Territory. This society was established and the license 
given according to statute '" made and provided ;" and this 
legal supervision of medical matters in those early times 
may explain why all the pioneer physicians of Coldwater 
were men of fair ability. 

A copy of the license of Dr. Chace is inserted as an in- 
teresting relic of the early timpf^jt-.p^ ^^ V^jOOQ IC 
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"Teiiritohy of Micbioas 
"To all to whom these presents simll come, or mdy in anj b 

concern, the President, Sooreturj, nnd Ceosors of the Medical Souii 

of the Terrikiry of Michignn : 

" Whereas, Baoah Chase hath exhibited unto us sntiEfactory tei 

mony that he hath studied Physio and Sui^erj for the time and 

the manner directed by law. 

'■ Now, linow yo, (hat by virtno of the power vestpd in ue by In 

V/k do ukant unto the faid Bnooh Chaae the privilege of |iraetiei 

Phyaic nnd Surgery in this Territory, together with all the rights a 
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"John S. Whitnbv, J 

ye caufed the seal of Society to 
7l!i djiy of July, A.U. 1831. 
"Stei-"f.n C. HF.Nnv, 
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Dr. Wm. H. HancJictt (iame 
the Fall of 1832, just after the 



roiQ Summit Co., 0., In 
ose of the Blaok Hawk 
war. He was a most energetic, indefatigable worker for 
(he advancement of the interests of Ooldwater, and estab- 
lished a reputation and character that made lum, for many 
years, the largest and most successful practitioner of medi- 
cine ill the county. From 1846 to 1850 he was in part- 
nership with Dr. S. S. Cutter, now of this city. In 
1851 he emigrated to California, and after a residence of 
severjl years in that State he removed to Eugene City, 
Orcf^on, where he died. 

Dr. Hiram Alden came from Westfield, N. Y., in 1834. 
He was a well-educated and energetic man ; an active 
Democrat; entered into politics wis eleUed to the Legis- 
lature of Michigan, on a local issue, in 1837, and to the 
office of Commissioner of Internal ImproTcraent in 1838, 
which office he held until his death in 1839. He was the 
father of Mrs. A. Watermin, Mrs R Boot, Mrs. H. 
Haynes, Mrs. H. C. Lewis, of Coldwater, and of Mrs. 
John Lewis, of Jonesville, Mich. ; and of four sons. Rath- 
bum, Isaac, Philander, and Willis, nearly all of whom have 
been prominently identified with the society of Coldwater 
from its earliest times. 

Dr. Bigsbee, botanic physician, a kind-hearted, hard- 
working man, did what he could to cure disease here from 
1833 to 1845, when he had to succumb to the Destroyer, 
and died in the west part of the township of Quincy, 
where he had gone to live some years previous. 

Dr. Darwin Littlefield, of Vermont, after graduating from 
the medical collie at Oastleton, came here from Penfield, 
N, Y., in 1835, and engaged in the practice of medicine, 
in which he continued until a few years previous to his 
death, when he had to abandon it almost entirely on ac- 
count of failing health. He died in 1870, i^ed sisty-Sve, 
Dr. Littlefield's wife, who survives him, is sister of the late 
L. D. Crippen and Philo Crippen, now resident here, who, 
with their families, have been largely identified with the 
growth and prosperity of this city from early times. Dr. 
Littlefield was always lively, social, and kind-hearted, and 
18 



took great delight in being a prominent leader of the choir 
in the Methodist church. 

Dr. Wm. B. Sprague, graduate fi'om Albany Medical 
College, New York, settled on the farm where he now lives, 
in the east part of this city, in 1835. He engaged to some 
extent in the practice of medicine for a few years, when, 
on account of poor health, he changed his occupation to 
farming ; but his counsel and advice have often been sought 
by other physicians in consultjition for many years since 
be ceased active practice. 

Dr. Corwin, from Lyons, N. Y., practiced medicine here 
in 1838. He was an old man, well educated, and died in 
a short time after coming here, at Mansonville, on the river, 
in the west part of the city. 

Dr. D. Ciavk, from Rochester, N. Y., practiced iiere a 
short lime in 1837, when he lefb for St. Louis, Mo,, where 
he died. He was the father of Mrs. Sampson, who now 
lives with her cousin, Wm. Seovill, in the township of 
Coldwater. 

Dr. Calkins, from Albion, N. Y., was a partner of Dr. 
Wm, H. Haiiehett in this city for a short time in 1838, 
when they dissolved, and he. Dr. Calkins, edited the Cold- 
water Observer for a year or so, and then left the place. 

Dr. H. B. Stillman resided in early life at Cherry Val- 
ley, N. Y^., where he studied medicine and surgery with 
the celebrated Dr. White of that place. After finishing 
his studies, — graduating from Castleton Medical College, 
New York,— he commenced the practice of his profession 
in Toledo, 0., whore he lived two years, and removed to 
Branch, which was then the county-seat of this county, in 
1838, and in 1844 he permanently settled in Coldwater, 
which place bad then been for several years the principal 
l4>wn, and had been established the county-seat against its 
rival, the village of Branch. Dr. Stillman was elected 
county clerk while living at Branch, which office he held 
for several years after removing to Coldwater. He was a 
Democrat until the breaking out of the war of the Rebel- 
lion, when he united with the Republicans. He was an 
active politician, particulariy well read in all political mat- 
ters pertaining to this country, and gave his attention more 
to such subjects than to medicine, but in all matters his 
judgment was good. 

Dr. Baeon, from Ithaca, N. Y., in 1841 commenced the 
practice of medicine here. He was a finely-educated man, 
of fine personal appearance and cultivated manners. He 
left in about a year and a half afterwards for Illinois. 

Dr. Matthew Gill came here from Albany, N. Y., in 
1840, where he graduated, and in about two years left for 
Battle Creek, where he has since resided and practiced 
medicine until two or three years ago, since when he has 
been in the rfile of " traveling physician," treating hemor- 
fhtn^l^ diseases. He married while here Miss Susan 
Fwloj daughter of James Fiske, a very worthy pioneer, 
and father of Rev. Luther R. Fiske, president of Albion 
College, Michigan, and of D. W. J. Fiske and Mrs. L G. 
Miles, of this place. 

Dr. Peter Sprague, elder brother of Dr. Wm. B. Sprague, 
of this place, and father of Philander Sprague, Esq., of 
Batavia, in this county, came here from Broadalbin, 
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for a few yeara he went to live on hia farm in Batavia, 
Michigan, where he died in 1860. He married while 
here Mrs. B. Hull, owner of Hull's addition to the city of 
Coldwater; but she, preferring to live in Cold water, did not 
go with her husband to Batavia, 

Dr. N. B. Welper practieed the " healing art" here from 
1846 to 1856, when he removed to Hillsdale, Mich., where 
he aubaequently edited a Democratic paper. He died at 
Hillsdale. 

Dr. William L. Ckrke, graduate from Jefferaon Medicftl 
College, Philadelphia, emigrated from Rochester, N. Y., to 
this place in 1848, and followed his profeBsion here until 
1852, when he went to Chicago, where he now lives and 
has a very fine practice in medicine and surgery. Dr. 
Clarke was an unu.^uallj weli-educated physician when he 
came here, and was considered one of the best sui^eons 
who had ever resided here. His father was a noted physi- 
cian, and lie is brother of Mrs. Samh E, Lippineott, of 
Philadelphia, whose nom de p/ame is " Grace Greenwood," 

From 1845 to 1848, Coldwater could boast of having 
what the regular educated doctors called a noted rjuack in 
Dr. Fasey, who did (juite a larjje business, part in respect- 
able families, for whieh he charged enormous fees, and gen- 
erally managed to collect them. He kept a fine establish- 
ment, dressed well, iind made a fine personal appearance. 
He was an Englishman. He was rained in his practice 
here by the discovery of a medicine he was using lai^^ely 
for a patient, who soon died. 

Dr. Stocking, facetiously called '' Socks," held forth hero 
as a " Thompsonian doctor" from 1845 to 1850. He had only 
the simplest rudiments of any kind of education, and yet 
there were people here in those days, some of them " well 
to do" and reasonably well informed, who were so attached 
to red pepper, lobelia, and " No. 6," that they would trust 
their health and their lives in the hands uf an ignoramus, 
if he were only called a Thompsonian. Dr. Stocking, on 
being asked if he had ever studied anatomy, physiolojry, or 
chemistry, replied, " No ; I am not the kind of doctor that 
has to study them things. It is the other /e«ej-s— the 
regulars-— that have to do that. I know Thompson's book. 
Didn't he say in that that he learnt his anatomy on 
himself and his botany in the hayfield ? And that book 
I know is all right, because there was a patent issued on it 
by the Patent Office of the United States of America, 
which is authority enough for me. By that book I will be 
tried for malpractice if I am accused." Said his interrog- 
ator, " Do you feel the pulse and examine your patients to 
ascertain the nature of their complaints?" " Well, I do, 
jiist for the looks of (lie thing. JSut it make» no dSffeeence, 
for I give them a " regular course" any way. " What is 
that?" said his questioner. "Why," said the doctor, "a 
regular course of medicine, according to Thompso% is to 
commence at No. 1 and go right through to No. &." " Sup- 
pose that fails ?" " I'll give him another course ; and so 
on, over and over, until my patient gets well or dies, if he 
will let me ; and that's all I profess ; and that's all there is 
in Thompsonian ism." The doctor was very plain in per- 
sonal appearance — almost raj^ed sometimes; but he was 
quick and shrewd, and had a ready fund of native wit, and 
afforded a Urge amount of amusement by hb eccentricities. 



He let all the light that was in him shine; and lived up to 
his profession honestli/, — which was to give his patients 
from No. 1 to No. 6, according to Thompson, and repeat, if 
tbey would let him or if they did not die I Says Crabbe, 
all such quacks are — 

"Void of all honor, avaricious, rash, 
The daring tribe oompound their boagted tra^ti — - 
Tincture or Byrap, lotion, drop, or pill : 
All tempt the sick to trui^t the lying bill. 
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ie dying suffort 



With cruel avuriie still thoy reeon 
More draughts,~nior6 Pjrups to Ihf 
'I feel it not.' ' Then take it ever 
' It tnaltcB me worse.' • Why then 
' I fe»r to die.' ' Let not your spiri 
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Dr. S. S. Cutter studied medicine in this place, com- 
mencing in the fall of 1842. His preceptor was Dr. Wm. 
H. Hanchett, with whom he commenced practice after 
graduating from Geneva, N. Y., Medical College in 1846. 
He was a partner of Dr. Hanchett's until 1850, since 
which time he has continued in the pursuit of his profes- 
sion here alone, except in 1851 and a part of 1852 he was 
in partnership with Di', S. H. Estabrook, his brother-in-law, 
and has sustained a high reputation professionally as well 

He was a member of the board of trustees, when this 
place was under a village charter, and member of the 
common council, since it became a city,, several times. 
He was president of the village corporation from March 1, 
1859, to April 1, 18C0, when this place was organized as 
a city, since which time he has had the office of mayor one 
year. From 1858 to 1864 he was a member of the board 
of education, during which time the Centra! school-build- 
ing .was erected, and the schools thoroughly reorganized. 
As moderator for two years and director for three years, he 
gave a large portion of his time to the work of elevating 
the standard of the public schools, and in making their 
work more thorough and efficient. 

In 1862 he was appointed United States esamlning sur- 
geon for pensions, which office he now holds. In 1869 ho 
was appointed by Gov. H, P. Baldwin chairman of a 
special commission, authorized by joint, resolution of the 
Legislature of this State, on penal, pauper, and charitable 
institutions. The object of this commission was to ascer- 
tain by investigation the imperfections of such institutions, 
in this State, and recommend any changes found nec(ssary. 
He, with the other members, spent a large portion of time 
in traveling in this and other States, and made a report to 
the Governor, which was presented to the Legislature in 
1870. The report recommended many radical changes in 
the administration of these affairs, some of which have been 
adopted, and among them is the State Public School, 
located in this place. He was a member of the board of 
control of this institution for six months previous, and for 
a year and a half after its opening, in 1874, and gave a 
large portion of his time in endeavoring to make what was 
then an experiment for the State a successful charity. It 

has become so. ( ("\('"\(T I r> 
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Dr. J. H. Beech came from Gaines, Orleans Co., N. Y., 
to this place in 1849, and resided here until bis death, in 
the fall of 1878. Dr. Beech was, during the time he lived 
here, one of the most accomplished and enci^etic physi- 
cians of this city. He had an extensive practice, surgery 
being for a long time his specialty, in which he was de- 
servedly noted, not only in this place, but largely through- 
out the State. He was suigeon of the 24th Regiment 
Michigan Volunteers for nearly three years during the 
war of the Rebellion, and during that time served as one 
of the principal sut^eons on the operating board in the 
Army of the Potomac. He was for several years a member 
of the board of education of this city, and for two years he 
held the office of mayor. He was always active in work, 
and very liberal in donations for all worthy public improve- 
ments. By his industry in his profession alone, he accu- 
mulated a reasonable competence, and died honored and 
respected by his fellow-citizens. 

Dr. I. P. Alger studied medicine in this place with 
Dr. Wm. H. Uanchett and Dr. H. B. Stiliman, com- 
menced the practice in 1849, and still holds forth as a dis- 
ciple of Esculapius. He has been always an active poli- 
tician, generally acting with the Republicans ; and has been 
ever ready to take the stump in any political contest, al- 
though he always speaks from motives of principle and not 
for personal ends or emoluments, as he has never been a 
candidate for or a seeker after office. The doctor is quite 
fluent and witty in his speeches, a very good story-t«ller, 
and never severe upon his opponents, but quite evenly can- 
vasses both sides of a question. He has been very active 
in collating facta of the pioneer' life of this county, and is 
a member of the State Pioneer Society. 

Dr. S. H. Estabrook, after studying medicine with his 
brother-in-law. Dr. S. S. Cutter, and jp^duating from the 
medical department of the University of New York, com- 
menced the practice of medicine here in 1851, as a partner 
of Dr. Cutter, and after about two years he located in 
Qttincy, Mich., where he went into the business of selling 
drugs and medicines. Ho married while here a daughter 
of A. L. Porter, Esq. He was weii educated and success- 
ful as a practitioner. He died at Ottawa, Kan., where he 
had resided for several years, in 1878. 

Dr. Rufus Kibbe came here from Lenawee Co., Mich., 
whore he had an extensive and profitable practice, and en- 
gaged in selling drugs and medicines on the comer in this 
city now belonging to his estate, in 1851. After accumu- 
lating quite a large property he retired from that business, 
and was engaged more or less io the practice of medicine 
until his death, in the fall of 1878. 

Dr. Tuttle, son-in-law of Judge Goodwin, of this county, 
followed his profession here from 1851 to 1853, when he 
left for Texas, whore he died during the war of the Re- 
beilion. 



Dr. Nathan Hewitt, now residing in Gilead, in this 
county, was a partner of Dr. D. Littlefield in 1852. 

Dr. P. P. Nichols, after graduating from Jefferson Med- 
ical College, Pa., came here from Philadelphia, where he 
was bom and educated, and located in Coldwater in 1856. 
After practicing about a year he entered into partnership 
with Dr. H. B. Stiliman. Although he was finely educated 
for his profession, and possessed natural ability for it, afler 
continuing in practice about three years, he relinquished it 
for other pursuits, — he having been elected to the office of 
registrar for Branch County. 

The doctor has always been esteemed very highly as a 
citizen, possessing genial social qualities that have made 
him B universal favorite. 

Dr. Geo. K. Smith read medicine with Drs. Hanchett 
and Cutter, of this place, and, after graduating from the 
Cleveland (Ohio) Medical College, commenced practice here 
in 1852 ; and the same year he went to California, where 
he followed his profession until 1863, when he was ap- 
pointed post surgeon at Fort Yamhiil, Or., and subsequently 
he held the same position at Fort Lapwai, Idaho, and at the 
latter place he was appointed by the Governor of Washing- 
ton Territory, physician to the Nes Perces, at the agency 
near that place. In 1861) he resigned his commissions and 
returned lo this place, and was engaged in mercantile pur- 
suits until 1869, when he resumed the practice of medi- 
cine, and still continues it. 

Dr. L. C. Marsh has practiced medicine here since 1853, 
In 1864 his brother. Dr. D. C. Marsh, was a partner of 
his for a short time, when he left for Texas, but returned 
here, after several years, to die at his father's residence. 
Dr. L. C. Marsh hiis always sustained a good reputation 
here as a gentleman and a reputable practitioner. 

Dr. Mason, eclectic and botanic phj'siclan, flourished 
here, in what he called the " healing art," from about 1849 
to 1855. The last ut^ent oall he had, so far as is known, 
was from the sheriff of the county, who was " after him" 
on account of some bank notes he had passed that were not 
properly engraved md signed 

Dr. D. C. Powers graduated from Berkshire Medical Col- 
lege, at Pittsfield, Mais in 1848, and very soon after, he 
went to California, and returned to Cayuga Co., N. Y., 
where he had liied and studied medicine, and located in 
Auburn, N. Y., in 1S50, where he pursued his profession 
for two years, and theu left for California again. He left 
that State in 1855, and located here as a homteopathic ' 
physician. He acted as surgejn in the army from April, 
1862, to July, 18l>4 He has been a member of the board 
of education for sik years , and for two years he has been 
mayor of this city. He has held for several years the 
position of one of the directors in the Southern Mtchigan 
National Bank. The doctor has had, during all the time 
he has lived here, a lat^e and lucrative practice. He has 
been an active supporter, by work and liberal contribu- 
tions, to the church and many enterprises for public im- 
provement. In his profession he is held in high estimation 
by his medical con/rires and his patrons for his prudence 
and skill, and by the community generally he is e 
honorable and high-minded. 

Dr. Gully, hydropathist, established a " w^ter- 
ilos-odby* - 
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■ about 1856, in the old Exchange Hotel on West 
Street. Although he had the aid of a very ardent 
N. T. Waterman, the institution "came to grief" 
want of support and funds, and had to elose in 

Dr. Geoi^e Pei^uson commenced the practice i 
cine in Ovid, in this county, in 1854, and in \ 
located in thU place in the business of selling dr 
medicines, which he closed out in 1868, and resu 
profession, in which he still continues, and is doing 
able bu.siness. 

Dr. Ford, eclectic, " cancer and corn doctor," 
preparation or education except mostly what ( 
gained by filing saws, " went into" the credulous ar 
stious of this place and vicinity, from 1855 to 1; 
succeeded Jn making quite a large number — some 
quite respectable people — believe ho had the powe 

"Henl a' their ilia 
Wi-teadj.irL" 

Dr. J. H. White aud Dr. Gregory, who 
together in the practice of homceopathy, came in 1854. 
Dr. White remained until 1861, when he removed to 
Chicago, and accepted a professorship in the homoeopathic 
medical college located in that city, and from there removed 
to New York. In Coldwater he enjoyed an escoUent repu- 
tation as a physician and a large practice, and is now pur- 
suing his profession in New York, where he ranks among 
the ieading physicians of the homoeopathic school in that 
city. Dr. Gregory removed to Ohio after a two years' 
residence in Coldwater. 

Dr. B, P. Benham came in 1861, and practiced home- 
opathy for two years; and Dr. J. M. Long, the same year, 
succeeded Dr. J. H. White, and is now one of the leading 
horoasopathic practitioners. Dr. Long has an extensive 
practice, and has established a reputation not only as a 
skillful physician, but as a man of much integrity of char- 
acter. He is a firm believer in the school of medicine he 
represents, and enjoys an enviable reputation among his 
professional brethren of the homtcopathic school. 

Dr. John H, Bennett commenced the practice of medicine 
in Algansee, in thij county, in 1854, and permanently located 
in this place in 1864, where he resides now, still practicing 
his profession. The doctor displayed great energy in obtain- 
ing his medical education. Unaided and alone he took up 
the study of civil engineering, and so far perfected himself 
that, he states, in 1852 he was appointed division engineer 
in the construction of the Binghamton and Syracuse Bail- 
road in New York, and that he attended to this business as 
a pastime while studying medicine. He was elected coroner 
in 1858, and since that time he has held that office and the 
office of county surveyor nearly continuously. He and Dr. 
H. B. Stillman were appointed sut^eons for the " draft" by 
Gov, Blair in 1863. He was alderman in this city from 
1865 to 1869, and during that time became the father of 
the celebrated " Bennett ditch," which saves this place 
almost every year from being lai^ely ovoi-flowed with sur- 
face water. He has given considerable attention lo the 
study of geology, and has rendered important aid to the 
State geologist in hia survey in this county. He has a large 



practice, but he always takes time in political contests to 
" stump" the county, and sometimes beyond it. He is an 
incisive, energetic speaker, and very severe upon his op- 
ponents. 

Dr, Bunker, homeopath and eclectic, and Dr. Gee, ho- 
miBopat hist, were located here from ]8(i2 to 1864, when 
they left the place, — the latter with another man's wife. 

Dr. Dake created considerable sensation here from 1865 
to 1866 as a " clairvoyant doctor," and on account of some 
other practices, which it may not be prudent to mention, 
he obtained considerable money; and he wa-i a ■•charming 

Dr Miner profe^wd homcejptthi^t cime here in 1848 
and remained one year He wis from Al_,io3eo, in this 
county where he had pnctited t< in eclectic ind where 
he ibtaini,d considei ible notoriety fir curing ulcers by the 
use of cat-skms taken off immediately after the animals were 
killed, and applied to the sore while they were warm. There 
was great destruction of cats in those days; upwards of 
eighty of the feline species having been killed to cure one 
sore leg! 

Dr, George W. Whetford, eclectic, located here in 1867, 
and still continues to practice medicine. He is a hard- 
working man ; and has done a large amount of business, 
more especially in the country. 

Dr. N. S. Daniels and Dr. H, W. Vanderhoof, students 
of Dr. Whetford, practiced more or less with the latter from 
1873 to 1877. 

Dr. R, B. Jeffords located where he now lives, a mile and a 
half eastof this city, in 1867. He studied medicine with Prof. 
Edward Moore, of Kochester, N. Y,, and in 1847 gradu- 
ated from Berkshire Medical College, at Pittsfield, Mass. 
He practiced in Orleans Co., N. Y., and in Marshall, Mich., 
until 1858, when he removed to Lansing, Mich., and en- 
gaged in selling drugs and medicine until 1861, when he 
raised a company for the war. He was first lieutenant 
Company G, 3d Regiment Michigan Volunteers, and was 
subsequently promoted to the captaincy. Dr. Jeffords is a 
well-educated man, and successful in practice. 

Miss 8. Fidelia Baker, M.D., after graduating from the 
Woman's Medical College, Philadelphia, located here in 
1872, and remained for about three years, when she re- 
moved to Chicago, where she is doing a large and paying 
business, and is esteemed very highly for her scholarly at- 
tainments, and for her skill and ability in medicine. She 
succeeded well while here, and left a large number of friends 
who sincerely regretted her departure. 

Miss Dr, Livingston, homoeopathist, practiced medicine 
here during 1875 aud 1876. 

Dr, Prank Buckland, after graduating from the medical 
department of the University of New York, served as sur- 
geon in the army during the war of the Rebellion, and lo- 
cated in this place in 18(>8 After practicing his profession 
here five years he removed to Illinois, where he died He 
left a wife who survived him two years, and who was a 
daughter of Dr Rufus Kibbe, of this c!t\ Dr Butkland 
was a 30Qng man of fine personal appear in^e ind good at- 
tainments, and sustained an excellent reputation in the 
practice of medicine 

Dr. Rogers homLeoputiust, practiced I 
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Hii upright, honorable gentli 
a fair amount of husiness in his profession. 

Dr. H. B. Townsend eame here in 1860 from Wiaconsm 
where he had been in the drug and medicine business and 
engaged in the practice of his profession, in which he eon 
tinued until 1875, when he removed to Ann Arbor m or 
der ffl facilitate the education of his daughter, who had 
been admitted into the classical course in the university 
there. The doctor, while here, was an active member of 
the board of education for several years ; and he always 
took a deep interest in all matters pertaining to public edu- 
cation. He was suecesafu! in practice, and always was a 
thorough student, giving much of his time to study, not 
only in his profession, but in general literature. 

Dr. Collins, "Indian doctor," but not an Indian, made 
quite a sensauon here from 1860 to 1862. A part of this 
time he had as co-worker a Dr. St«vens, who, as well as his 
coji/rh-e, could not have been charged with overtaxing his 
brain with hard study or knowing too much. 

Dr. Whitehorn located here in 1866, and practiced here 

Dr. L. Wurtz, graduate from the Cincinnati Medical Col- 
lege, established himself here in the practice of his pro- 
fession in 1875. He came here from Jackson, Mich., 
where he had lived and practiced medicine for several 
years. His attention has been given largely to the treat- 
ment of diseases of the eye and ear, in which he has been 
successful. For two years he has held the position of 
health officer of this city. 

Dr. Charles Lovewell studied medicine here, and then 
graduated from the medical department of the University of 
Michigan in 1871, when he commenced practice here with 
Dr. J, H. Bennett, In 1875 he removed to Chicago, where 
he is doing well. 

Dr. Wm. Biirdick, homoeopath ist, practiced in partner- 
ship with Dr. D, C. Powers for one year, in 1874 and 
1875. 

Dr. L. Wassabo commenced here as a doctor m 1875 
and still remains h p 

Dr. Charles E Smith homiBopathist practiced here about 
a year, as a partner f Dr I M Long m 1875 and 18( 6 

Dr, - — - Cady e le*,tie ha" been in pnctice here about 
two years previnus to this time and still continues 

Dr. G. V. Vuorhees ^aduate fiom Bellevut, Medii^l 
College, New York (.ommenoed practice 1 1 Adrian Mich 
in 1870, and five years ifter he removed to South B i d 
Ind., where he puiuued his profcssi n until the fdl f 1878 
when he settled m thii plate 



BANKS. 
BARLr WILDCAT BANKING IN COLDWATER. 

" You do not yet know, my son, with how little wisdom 
the world is governed;" said Oxenstierua in 1648, when 
the people as an element of control in politics was compara- 
tively unknown. And when we call to mind the many edicts 
that have been promulgated, the many laws enacted by auto- 
cratic, arbitrary authority which during the ages have been 



submissively and blindly obeyed by the p pi h h 
bnnoin" them irreparable injury in estate d d p a 
of civil and reli»ious liberty we are ''eein h p f lly 
impresiel thit history- proves only too n I 1 h 
truth of this remarkable sajing if Swede g h 

cellor that it takes very httle wkdim to go m k d 
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has been used have been remarkable in attempting to create 
a value where none existed. Paper currency, which only 
promised to pay money, has been confounded with money 
itself so much and so long that it has been largely treated 
as money itself. But whenever the issue of this currency 
materially exceeded the money it promised to pay, in any 
country, its value depreciated down to the amount of the 
actual money in that country, or lower, and often became 
worthless. The examples of France and England, and of 
our own country, fully illustrate thi"* When Michigan 
was a Territory, there was no general banking law, the banks 
being incorporated by special charters whith were substan 
tially the same. The cipitil in eich case n is nominally 
one hundred thousand dollars, with the nght to increase 
the same to three hundred thousand dollars The i,ircul i 
tion could be three times the amount of the capital paid in, 
and in case of an excess of circulation beyond that amount, 
the directors permitting it became personally responsible. 
For this issue no security was required by bonds, stocks, 
mortgages, or anything else. By such a law one Cnldwater 
national bank could issue with its one hundred thousand 
dollars capital three hundred thou.iand dollars of circulation, 
and one Southern Michigan national bank, with its one 
hundred and sixty-flve thousand dollars, could issue four 
hundred and ninety-five thousand dollars, — nearly half a 
million. This excessive circulation must have been based 
not on the ability to redeem on presentation, hut the ability 
to pay when the bills discounted were collected, which had 
been taken for the bank-bills issued. Such nn amount of 
currency would have made banking very profitable if the 
bill-holders had not asked to have their paper promises re- 
deemed, which they did, thus bringing ruiu upon them in 
the great panic of 1837—38, The following-named were 
Territorial banks : 

Bank of Michigan, chartered 1817; capital $100,000. 

Bank of Monroe, chartered 1827 ; capital 8100,000. 

Bank of Pontiac, chartered 1835 ; capital $100,000. 

Bank of River Raisin, chartered 1832 ; capital $100,000. 

Bank of Washtenaw, chartered 1835; capital $100,000, 

Bunk of Wisconsin, chartered 1835 ; capital $100,000, 

Bank of Erie and Kalamazoo, chartered 1835; capital 
$100,000. 

Merchants' and Mechanics' Bank, chartered 1835; cap- 
ital $200,000. 

All these banks failed, mainly for want of a proper cap- 
ital as compared with their circulation. 

In January, 1837, Michigan was admitted into the 
Union as a State. This was an era of the wildest specula- 
tion. The pioneers of that time yet living, relate vividly 
the oft-repeated story of excessive prices of wild or unculti- 
vated lands, and of lots in prospective villages and cities, 
which now have nothing but the recorded plat in the office 
of the registrar of deeds to indicate ibrar (cic^wny/"'flMEJ r> 
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speculation was no doubt ki^elj owing to the great amount 
of paper money afloat on the State. It took a great amount 
of cuiTency to buy property, and thus property was called 
high when it really was the moneywhich had depreeiatcd. 
In March, 1837, a general banking law was enacted, 
making the business free to all. Under this law was the 
early banking in Branch County, of which this paper 
treats. The general provisions of this law were fairly 
drawn, escept that in the two important features that 
concern most the public— security to the bill-holders and 
a hona fide capital to secure the depositors — tliey were 
inadequate. Tho capita! must not be less than fifty thou- 
sand dollars or more than one hundred thousand dollars. 
The issue could be two and one-half times the capital 
paid in. The interest should not esceed seven per cent. 
on discounts, and the banks were required to make semi- 
annual dividends, thus assuming the banks' ability always 
to do this. The security for the payment of the banks' 
obligations were to be bonds and mortg^es on real estate, 
to be held by the bank commissioner, and the specie in the 
vaults of the corporation. Few banks had this specie, 
though the law required thirty per cent, of the capital to be 
paid in " legal money of the United States." These specie 
deposits furnished little reliable security. The fact was the 
bank commissioner, whose duty it was to examine these 
banks once in three months was often deceived, as one bank 
would inform another when the commis.*!ioner was coming, 
and the banks would borrow money to exhibit to the cora- 
ind return it when he went away. In this man- 
ne specie would often servo for the use of several 
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b f very from its effects. 

It was under the general banking law of 1837 as amended 
that Branch County took never-to-be-forgotten lessons in 
financiering. The county then had a population of four 
thousand, and the village of Coldwater numbered about 
five hundred souls. Coldwater was ambitious. The men of 
business who planned and worked were full of energy and 
activity. There were many men of first-class business 
ability and sterling worth. The history of the old Cold- 
water Bank illustrates the system of banking in this State 
in the early days. Some of tho fecta here are from the 
public records and others are from the lips of old and reli- 
able citizens, among whom thanks for assistance are due 
Hon. E. G. Fuller, Mr, PhLlo H. Crippen, and Thomas 
Dougherty. This bank was organized in December, 1837. 



The capital named was one liundred thousand dollai-s. 
The books of the bank, which cannot be found, would no 
doubt correct some of the figures here given. The stock- 
holders were Hanchett & Holbrook, William A. Kent, L. 

D. & F. H. Crippen, James H. Hanchett, Robert Baker, 
R. J. Champion, William Reynolds, H. Cowtea, Ed. Sloan, 
B. Crippen, Lewis Goddard, of Detroit, John J. Curtis, 
Loren Marsh, John Conley, Martin Olds, Harvey Warner, 
Lot Whitcomb, J. 8. Ware, Enoch Jones, L. Taylor, and 

E, G. Fuller. 

The first board of directors were L, D. Crippen, P. H. 
Crippen, Wm. H. Cross, Luren Marsh, Thomas Dougherty, 
Morgan L, Collins, Walter W. Prentice, Daniel 0, Iloyte, 
and Lewis Goddard. L D. Crippen was President ; George 
Nichols, Cashier ; and a Mr. Mandol, Teller. The bank 
was located in a little one-story building on the north side 
of Chicago Street, where Mr. L. Sloman's and Mr, Flander- 
meyer's stores now stand. The following is a copy of one 
of the bonds given to secure general creditors and bill- 
holders : 

and Philo H. Crippon, of Coldwnter, of the County of Brancb ;md 
Stntc uf Michigan, stoclihoMirs in tho bank of Coldwater, nro held 
and flrml; bouad unto Bobert Abbott, Auditor- General of the Stale 
of Michigan, and his saecessore in offioe, for and in behalf of the people 
of said State, in the penal aum of five theneand four hundred dollars 
lanful money of the United States of Auierica, to be paid to the said 
Robert Abbott, Auditor-General as aforesaid, or his succeSBDis in office; 

heirs, esecutors, and adminietratora flrralj by theae preaenta. 

"Sealed with our stals, and dated the 8th of December, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thitty-seveQ, 

" Wkereai, an association has been formed under an act entitled 

tite nnme of the Bank of Coldwater, and the ofEce for the transaction 
of the business of said bank is located at the village of Coldwater, in 

D. Crippen, Philo D. Crippen, Wm. H. Croaa, Loren Marsh, Thomas 
Dougherty, Morgan L, Collins, Walter W. Prentice, Daniel 0. Hoyte, 
und Lewis Goddard have been duly elected the directors of the said 
Bank of Coldwater, by the subscribers to the capital stock of said as- 

ditiun of this obligation is aueh, that if the said Bank of Coldwater, 
punctually, on their becoming due, pays all debts which may be con- 
tracted by said assoaiation or its agents, and shall discharge all liabili- 
ties which may exist against it, and if the aaid Bank of Coldwater shall 
faithfully redeem at (he lime, and in the manner proacribed by the 
act above referred to, all notes and obligations issued by it, then, and 
in that ease tbia obligation to be void. Otherwise in full force and 
virtue. Eseouted the day and year aforesaid. In presence of 

"LoiiKNzo D. Obifpen, 
"Philo H, Cripfes." 

The career of the Coldwater Bank was not solely affected 
by the times. There were other and more internal causes 
which determined results in its case. The specie of this 
bank was similar to that of others under the same system. 
It existed only on paper: it never saw the bank. Tho 
certificate of a Mr. Brown, of Detroit, showing the requi- 
site specie in American half-dollars was deposited tn his 
bank to the credit of the Coldwater Bank, did the work. 
This satisfied the examining officers, and the certificate was 
returned to Mr. Brown, it having been loaned fraudulently, 
there having been no specie to represent it in his bank or 
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directors was had, by which a majority of the directors 
were oon-residents in the interest and control of Goddard 
and Ware. It liad been agreed in the organization of the 
bank that CoJdwater should have a majority of the direc- 
tors, and the Detroit parties a majority of tlie stock, and 
this new election was a violation of the airangemcnt. 
George Nichols removed here before he was elected di- 
rector, and was in Goddard and Ware's interest, and 
being cashier gave the Detroit parties inside eontrol, 
Goddard was the ruling spirit. It was the special busi- 
ness of Goddard and Ware to organize banks, as they 
had done in other places, for the sake of what might be 
made from them, Guddard was a man about forty yours 
of age, while most of the other directors were under thirty. 
He had estabiisbed one bank at Brest, just north of Mon- 
■ roe, on the lake, and intended making it a great commercial 
and maritime centre. Under this rigirae and in the con- 
trol of these men, the bills of the Coldwater Bank were 
issned to the amount allowed by law, as the writer has been 
informed. lu legitimate banking these bills would have 
been properly paid out in making loans. There was no 
specie in the vaults to redeem them. Goddard had another 
theory with regard to these new bills, just fresh and crisp 
from the primers. He was a man of flnancial theories, — 
too much so for our Coldwater merchants, farmers, lawyei's, 
and doctors. His system, which he promulgated to the 
pioneers of Branch County, especially directed to the direc- 
tors of the bank, was as follows; he declared it was not 
necessary for a bank to have specie of its own ; a bank 
should ereaU specie. The pioneer stockholders and direc- 
tors living to-diiy will tell you how he bewildered and 
influenced them by his logical reasoning on creating specie. 

" What," said he, " is a bank good for unless it is well 
enough conducted to create its own specie ? In order \a 
create specie of your own you must exchange your circu- 
lation for it ; you must take your bills away from home so 
they will be slow in returning for redemption, taking away 
the specie you have ei'eatcd. The way to obtain this specie 
by exchange is to get the hills of other banks with your 
bills, take these bills of other banks to their counters, get 
the gold on them and bring it home, and put it in your 
own vaults. In this way you have created specie, and have 
provided the bank with the mateiial for redeeming your 
bills; and I can show you how to do it." 

M. L. Crippen, a gentleman of rare business ability, saw 
the fallacy of Goddard's plan, and objected ; but Goddard 
and Ware had a majority of the directors, and consequently 
controlled the bank. Goddard very generously offered to 
give the bank his valuable time to go on the pilgrimage to 
exchange bills for bills and bills for gold, thus creating 
specie. So he and his coadjutors had their way, and he 
was permitted to take away twenty thousand dollars to 
create specie with, and also five thousand dollars as a 
personal loan. This event happened the winter or spring 
of 1838, most of it being taken the day the bank opened. 
Abont forty-one years have gone into history since that 
eventful day to the Coldwater Bank, when its distinguished 
and able financier, Louis Goddard, taught the directors 
and stockholders of that corporation how to create specie. 
Forty-one years since the day in the eiirly springtime when 



Louis, with all due complaisance and financial bearing, 
gathered up the new, erihp bills before the signature of 
cashier and president were sc.ircely dry, and graciously 
taking leave of officers and directors, quietly walked out 
of the little one-story, wooden bank-building with Ms 
twenty-five thousand dollars, one-fourth the nominal capital 
of the bank, into the streets of the embryo village, with its 
wooden stores, wooden hotels, and wooden residenees, nodded 
benignantly to chance acquaintances on tho street, and took, 
no doubt from the " Central Exchange," the old-fashioned 
stage for the West, for the generous purpose of creating 
specie for his Iriends and the Coldwater Bank. About 
foi'ty years have passed away since then, and the Coldwater 
Bank and the Coldwater people, who once knew him so 
well, have known him no more forever. Longer than the 
Israelites wandered in the wilderness has he been away from 
his Coldwater home. He never returned or sent back any 
of the bills ho took away, payment in whole or part for 
them on any of the precious specie he had created. Of 
course he wa.s an honest fellow, and is no doubt now among 
some of the Western tribes, creating specie. His friend 
Ware, of Detroit, believed implicitly in the system of 
Goddar4, and for the good of the corporation also took 
away twenty-five thousand dollars, of which five thousand 
was a loan, the twenty thousand to be used to create 
specie with. But he took it some little time after the firat 
depletion. It had depreciated in value, so that he restored 
seven thousand dollars he could not pass, converting seven- 
teen thousand dollars for his own use. Each of the Detroit 
stockholders made a loan of five thousand dollars the night 
of tho day tho bank opened. So did a Mr. Collins, of To- 
ledo, lie also took two thousand dollars to esehange for 
specie, which was the nest week restored to tho bank for 
redemption in the original package, he having paid his own 
debt with it. George Nichols took enough with which to 
build a new house opposite the present Presbyterian church. 
Mr, Mandel, the teller, from Detroit, truly said, " They 
broke the bank the first night." The president, Mr. L. D. 
Crippen, arid his brother, Philo H. Crippen, struggled hard 
to keep tho bank afloat, even becoming personally respon- 
sible to the amount of twenty thousand dollars, but without 
success. The bills were finally taken for twenty-five cents 
on the dollar, atid in 1838 the bank failed entirely. Like 
all the wild-cat bank-bills of the day, they were never 
redeemed. 

Beside the Coldwater Bank there were three effbrl* to 
organize one in the village of Branch, the principal mover 
in the matter being Mr. Joel Burlingame, the father of 
Hon. Anson Burlingame. His financial project, however, 
never met with success. 

The financial highway traveled by our Michigan pio- 
neers, described in this paper, illustrates tho weakness and 
dangers of the system described, and, as a contrast, brings 
out tho strong points in the national banking system. To 
reach our present sysl«m, with its sound basis and stable 
currency, we have passed along a road which has been 
strewn with the ruins of corporations, business firms, and 
individuals. It is to be seriously hoped we shall not have 
to travel it again, and that by a more intelligent legisla- 
tion we can say that Osenstierua woul4 ,be|i 
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" My son, it takes very little wisdom to govero the 



of u 
world." 

The foregoing interesting and comprehensive history 
embraces copious extracts from a paper on early banking 
in Branch County, by Hon. C. D. Randall, the manuscript 
of which he haa kindly loaned ua. 

THE COLDWATBB NATIONAL BANK. 

The Cohlwater National Bank was organiaed May 30, 
18ti5, by Henry C. Lewis, David B. Dennis, George Starr, 
Artemaa Allen, Charles Upson, Charles B. Jones, Alonzo 
Waterman, Daniel Thompson, of Coldwater; David B. 
Cooley, of Union City ; and Gyrus G. Luce, of Oilead, — a 
preliminary meeting for the purpose of subscribing to cap- 
ital stock having been held May 20, 1865. Seven directors 
were elected at the meeting held May 30, and the following 
officers were elected, namely ; Henry C. Lewis, President ; 
Daniel B. Dennis, Vice-President ; George Starr, Cashier ; 
and they still continue to act in their respective offices. 
The stock of the bank has changed hands frefjuontly, but, 
singularly, the number of stockholders has always remained 
just twelve. This bank succeeded the Exchange Bank of 
Dennis & Starr, and was the outgrowth of the first bank- 
ing institution in Coldwater, the " wild-cat" Coldwater 
Bank having closed its doors in 1838, jilong with al! 
others of that ilk in Michig-.m. Lorenzo D. Crippen and 
Clinton B. Fisk opened tho first office, doing an exclusive 
banking and exchange business, under the name and style 
of the " Eschangc Bank of Crippen & Fisk." They sus- 
pended payment in the fall of 1857, and were succeeded 
by Fisk & Lewis (Clinton B. Fisk and Henry C. Lewis) ; 
they by Lewis, Bidwell & Miles (Henry C. Lewis Alonzo 
F. Bidwell, and Ines G. Miles) ; tliey by Lewis & Kellogg 
(Henry C. Lewis and Oeoi^e A. Keilogg) ; they bj Lewis 
& Starr (Henry C. Lewis and George Starr) ; they by 
Clarke & Starr (Edwin K. Clarke and George Slarr) they 
by Dennis & Starr (Daniel B. Dennis and Goorgt, Starr_) 
they by the Coldwater National Bank. Mr. fetarr, the 
cashier of the present bank, was witK Crippen & Fisk as 
book-keeper, in 1856, and has continued with each suc- 
cessive firm or bank. 

Previous to the organization of national banks the cur- 
rency in use in this locality was issued by banks doing 
business under State laws. There were about sixteen hun- 
dred kinds of bills, and nearly as many more counterfeits 
raised and altered, every business man being supplied with 
*' bank-note reporters," for ready refeience. Few bills were 
taken without being critically examined and passed upon 
by a good judge as to their genuineness and soundness. 
Exchange on New York on such mixed money was sold at 
from one to three per cent, at a time. When the currency 
was Dearly all from Illinois and Wisconsin, exchange went 
up to seven per cent. ; this Illinois and Wisconsin currency 
was based upon Southern State stocks, and became known 
as " R«d Dog," Bo much red ink was used on thorn. The 
minimum rate for loans on business or accomntodution 
paper was two per cent, per month ; from that rate up to 
five per cent, per month waa taken to supply tho demand 
and credit of the borrower influeacing the rate. In 1856, 
Fisk posted upon his sliow-case, 



"Arch Buys of late 



which brought the lowest rate on small loans up to three 
per cent, per month. "Arch" was Fisk's teller,— Arch. 
M. Gibson, 

Crippen & Fisk suspended payment in 1857, at which 
time there was a panic and general crash all over the United 
States. But few barik.s went through without suspending 
specie payments. General resumption was brought about 
in a few montlis by popular demand and the inherent 
strength of the banks. The panic of 1857 was precipitated 
upon the county by the failure of the Ohio Life and Trust 
Company, doing business in New York, and proving un- 
sound. Crippen & Fisk settled with all their creditors 
in full, no loss having been sustained by any dealer with " 
them or any of their suecesaors. Thp first " fire- and bur- 
glar"-proof safe in this county was used by Crippen & 
Fisk, and is now in the judge of probate's office. Messrs. 
Lewis & Kellogg, considering better security against fire 
and thieves desirable, had a vault of brick and iron built 
in the banking-office, and purchased one of the best burglar 
safes then made, and placed it inside of the vault. The 
Coldwater National Bank wanting still further security, 
purchased in 1870 a small bitrglar safe, and placed it 
inside of the safe bought by Lewis & Kellogg. It being 
necessary to keep pace with the ingenuity of burglars and 
thieves, the Coldwater National Bank, in 1S7C, had a new 
safe made with all the latest improvements, — a safe within 
a safe, both especially strong, of welded hard and soft steel. 
These safes are locked with a combination lock, having no 
key or key hole ; the outer safe has also a time lock, which 
has two of the best watch movements in it, and when set 
to lock and unlock at certain hours it does its work aut<p- 
miticallj requiring only to be wound up once in forty- 
eight hours This lock baa also a " Sunday attachment," 
so that the safe is kept looked on that day. The cost of 
tlus time lock is four hundred dollars. The greater poitton 
of the loans of the Coldwater National Bank are made out 
of the county, and some loans are made out of the State, 
which indicates a surplus of capital for this locality. The 
banks have been of great bepefit to this county in furnish- 
ing capital to move its stock, grain, and produels, promot- 
ing and facilitating business generally. The present board 
of directors of the Coldwater National Bank are Henry C. 
Lewis, David B. Dennis, Chas. Upson, and Geo. Starr, of 
Coldwater; Wm. P. Kurd, of Union City; and Jonathan 
Holmes, of Bronson. The bank has a large surplus to 
meet contingent losses. 

THE SOUTHERN MICHIGAN NATIONAL BANK. 

This bank was organised in accordance with a special 
permit from the comptroller of the currency before, under 
the national system, banking was made free. The articles 
of association are dated the 27th day of November, a.d. 
1871, and are signed by Stephen S. Cutter, Caleb D. Ran- 
dall, Julius S. Barber, Cyrus G. Luce, Henry Safford, 
Lester K, Rose, Edwin B. Clarke, John 0. Pelton, David 
C. Powers, Luther F. Hale, Charles A. Spaulding, Robert 
F. Mockridgo, Simon B. Kitchel, Akinzo ..^aterman^ 
iias-odbyV^iOOtJiC 
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Thomas \V. Dickinson, ond Hibbard F. Jones. The cap- 
ital was fixed at 8110,000, with the ri^-ht to increase ihe 
same to 3-2U0,00O. All the paitios above named were 
originally stockholders in tlio biiit, except Dr, S/S. Cutter, 
who signed for Robert Reade, Esq., of New York. Tlie 
otiier original stouk holders, for whom other persons signed 
the articles, were Daniel E. Dyer, of Dansville, N. Y. ; 

D. C. Smith, Shelbyville, III. ; J. Sierling Smith, New 
York City ; Ixiis Smith, of Belhei, Vt. , Olivia Safford, of 
Coldwater ; Mary Rodman, of Cleveland ; Isaac Mains, 
Coldwater; Emeline Barlier, Coldwater; Thomas Smith, 
Coldwater ; N. P. Lovcridge, Coidwator ; Orlando Wilder, 
Orland, Ind. 

Hiland R. Hubbard, comptroller of the currency, under 
date of Jan. 16, 1872, issued his certificate, authorizing 
the association to commence business. 

The first board of directors consisted of Henry Safford, 

E. R. Clarke, J. S, Barber, C. D. Randall, L. F. Hale, 
D. C. Powers, and C. G. Luce. The first officers elected 
were C, D. Randall, President ; C- G. Luce, Vice-President ; 
Lester E. Rose, Cashier; and A. Sidney Upson, Teller and 
Book-keeper. 

The bank opened for business in the banking-rooms in 
the Southern Michigan Hotel block, on the 19th day of 
February, 1872, and continued there until the new bank 
building erected by the association, on the corner of Chi- 
cago and Monroe streets, was completed, to which the 
business was removed in the fall of 1873. 

The officers of the bank continue the same, and so does 
the board of directors, except that on the resignation of 
of Rev. Henry Saffijrd, Mr. R. F. Mockridge was elected 
tj the vacancy. 

On the 27th day of June, 1873, by a vote of the 
directors, the capital stock of the bank was increased 
855,000, making the capital $165,000. There has been a 
surplus fund created, by additions each sis months, to the 
amount of $18,000, making the capital and surplus 
$183,000. The capital is the largest of any in the State 
south of Detroit. The correspondents of the bank are, in 
New York, the Importers' and Traders' National Bank ; in 
Detroit, the Second National Bank and the American 
National Bank ; and in Chicago, the First National Bank. 

At this date the circulation of the bank is $99,000, and 
the loans and discounts, $178,756.15. The bank has 
$110,000 in bonds, to secure circulation, deposited with the 
United States treasurer. 



The mutu,il plan, as indicated by the title of this com- 
pany, is the foundation-stone of its oi^anization, which was 
effected Jan, 21, 1863, no policies having been issued, 
however, until July of the same year. 

Its first officers were Philo Porter, President ; John S. 
Strong, Secretary ; Directors, Asel Brown, Stuart Davis, 
Moses V. Calkins, George W. Van Aken, Edward W. 
Phettiplace. The number who by insurance are consti- 
tuted members of the company are two thousand and sev- 
enty, and the amount of property at risk is $3,844,643. 

The officer are John Allen, President; J, C. Pierce, 



Secretary ; Directors, John H. Jones, Lawrence Rheabot- 
tora, L. D. Clark, James Ritchie, William M. Tyler. 
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COLDWATER ( 

This company was first formed in 1860, the stock having 
been divided among five shareholders, namely, A. W. 
Parkhurst, H. C. Lewis, I. G. Parkhurst, D. S. Harring- 
ton, and Artemus Allen The capital stock at that time 
was 25 000 dollirs which was m 1868 m reased to 
$40,000 The compiny has seven mdes of street-main 
pipe and 2d0 consumers They have al>!0 a machine for 
cruahinj; coke fir which there is a c nsiderable demand 
in the city The works were budt in 1861 and are 
located on Chicago Street, with a well-appomtcd office 
facing the street. 

The present officers are I. G. jParkhurst, President; 

A. J. Crippen, Secretary ; D. B. Dennis, Treasurer ; Di- 
rectois, R. M. Reed, C. G. Johnson, N. P. Loveridge. 

THE FIBB DEPARTMENT OP COLDWATER. 

The first effort to establish a fire department in Cold- 
water occurred in the year 1856, and in August of that 
year, after several preliminary meetings, the Excekior Fire 
Comp'iiii/, A'b. 1, was organized, with the following names 
on its early roll ; J. T. Pratt, James Bame, Henry C. Fenn, 

B. M. Bordine, Frank Marsh, J. H. Edwards, R. F. Mock- 
ridge, A. M. Gibson, E. W. Markham, W. R. Foster, L. 

C. Marsh, Albert Chandler, J. W. Gilbert, M. A. Crippen, 
J. R. Champion, J. S, Gibson, David Thompson, C. B. 
Fisk, D. W. Barns, C. Vanness, Jacob Smith, A com- 
mittee, consisting of C. B. Fiak, R, P. Mockridge, and J. 
H. Edwards, was chosen to draft a constitution and by- 
laws. Later the following officers were elected : C. B. 
Fisk, Foreman; H. C. Fenn, First Assistant; James 
Bame, Second Assistant; 11. F. Mockridge, Secretary; 
E. W. Markham, Treasurer; Jacob E. Smith, Steward. 
We find, by the records, that from time to time new names 
were enrolled, until the company became in numbers a 
powerful organization. 

The following uniform was, by unanimous vote, adopted : 
"Red jacket, with doubie-breasted blue collar; sleeves 
turned over at the wristband and trimmed with blue; 
pleated on the back, with bolt at the waist, a white star 
on each side of the collar and a figure one on the left 
breast." 

In October of the same year a hose company was formed, 
limited to twenty boys, as follows : Finch Skeels, N. R. 
Champion, B. J. Wood, Orland Noyes, C. C. Ef,T;leson, 
Edward Beach, James Swails, Geo. Holbrook, B. S. Tib- 
bets, A, Burns, Geot^e Baker, Henry Peckham, James 
Raymond, Qay Bennett, R. G. Chandler, later additions 
having completed the requisite number. 

From the rather obscure minutes we gather that at the 
time the engine was purchased, the manufecturer, Mr. L. 
Button, having come with the machine, placed it in work- 
ing order and instructed the firemen regarding its workings. 

The records contain further mention of the various fires 
that occurred during a aeries of years, together with very 
complimentary allusions to the valorous deeds performed 
by the firemen on t! 



osiGd by 



LiOOgle 



HISTORY OF BRANCH COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 



About the same date, or soon after tlie orj^janizatioii of 
the first eiigine-coDipany, a hook-aiid-ladder compaoy waa 
formed. The records of this company are not accessible 
but from all the £tets at our disposal it appears that J. <x. 
Parkhurst was its first foreman. Its members were ail 
well- developed, robust men and represented a strong social 
element in the city, and on occasions of parade or on visits 
to neighboring cities their distinguished appeamnce was a 
matlcr of innch gratification. 

During the summer of 1857 the department was invited 
to Hillsdale to participate in a grand firemen's parade, and 
(he following year the same courtesy was extended them 
by the citizens of South Bend, Ind. On the latter occa- 
sion, Hon. Schuyler Colfax delivered the address of wel- 
come. The event is especially memorable as ono which 
reflected great credit. upon the Coldwater firemen and 
elicited from their entertainers very warm expressions of 
admiration. 

The hook-aud-ladder company boasted among its num- 
bera twenty men who weighed two hundred pounds eiich. 

In 186+ another compiiny was organized, called the Ua- 
diiie, of which Dr. W. W. Whitten was foreman, and in 
connection with it the Hope Hose Company iVb, 2. The 
engine belonging to this company was purchased at a cost 
of three thousand two hundred dollars, beinj; regarded at the 
time as a fine piece of mechanism, and the hose-carriage was 
especially elegant in its appointments. This company was 
finally disbanded, and the engine disposed of at a greatly 
reduced price. 

In 18ti6 we find in the records the following: 

" Wherea,, Ihfl Fire Deparfment nf Coldwater haa kept pace with the 
growth of the sily, till it oow uumbera two fire-vngiiie compnniea and 

variooB eitiee of the Union has diinoustrated the utility of their form- 

priety of forming ' The Fire Aasooialiun of the Cily of Coldwater,' for 

oiisled i" llie dopBrtineiit from its earliest orsnniiatioD, and lo secure 
lo ftll men thnt may be injured in the )i..e of their duty as, firemen. 

In July, 1872, a total change occurred in the organiza- 
tion of the department. Tlie Undine Company having, as 
before stated, disbanded, a new steam-engine of the cele- 
brated Silsbee & Co.'s manufacture was purchased, and 
christened "The City of Coldwater," and the Excelsior 
Company lapsed into a now ot^aniaition called " The City of 
Coldwater Steam Fire-Engine Company." Tbc department. 
under this reconstruction has proved its efficiency, and is 
justly a source of pride to the city fathers. The chief en- 
gineers have been successively R. F. Mockridge, E. W. 
Markham, M. M. Mansfield, I. P. Alger, William R. Foster, 
and the present incumbent, H. J. Drake. Its present officers 
beside the chief engineer are R. A. Hall, First Assistant 
Chief Engineer ; F. Schaeffer, Second Assistant Chief 
Engineer; L. A. Dillingham, Foreman; C. H. Wharton, 
Assistant Foreman ; Charles Lamb, Secretary ; Louis Sio- 
man. Treasurer; George Wendell, Chief of Hose; C. S. 
Ball, Pipeman ; George Hathaway, Engineer of Steamer; 
L. L, Johnson, W. G. Moore, George Wendell, Trustees. 



MASUFACTTJRES. 
AMiERICAN CIOAH COMPANY. 
Among the most extensive and profitable branches of 
industry in the city is tbc manufacture of cigars. The 
oldest of these establishments is the American Cigar 
Company, which was organized in January, 1873, with a 
capital of thirty thousand dollars. Its officers are L. M. 
Wing, President ; George Starr, Vice-President and Treas- 
urer. It eniploys from forty to sixty men and women, and 
supplier principally the markets of Michigan, Indiana, and 
Ohio with its products. In 1878 one million six hundred 
thousand cigars were manufactured, and sixteen thousand 
dollars paid for labor during the year. The leading 
brand of cigars is the "American," and the company are 
also wholesale dealers In fine cut, smoking, and leaf tobacco. 

B. a. TIBBITS' riGAR MA'>lUP4CT0Rr. 

Tl s estdl 1 sh ne t w s or^'in zed t ^{ 1874 by B 
S 1 bl" ta who WAS prev ous in that t ne secretary tit the 
Am nca C f,ar Cou pany of Coldwa er It is lo ated on 
( I a^o Street and occ p es a bu Id n{, three stor es h ^h 
and e J t J f ur feet leep and en ploys on an a en^e 
se e ty men nd women who are engaged in the manufdc 
tu t c ^a 3 The basi ess when first or™an ze I em 
ploy d but four persons n ts manuf ct r n,, dep rtment 
but s ce that ue 1 as in r uae 1 o s « d ly and rapidly 
th t tl e above for e s re ] ed to fill ts orders 

In 18 8 the numbe of c ^ara roa le was ne n II on 
nine hundred thousand, and the present year it is expected 
to reach three millions. It ranks, in capacity, fourth in the 
State in this branch of industry. 

o'siiAuanNEssr & co. 

This firm are located at 92 Chicago Street, and estab- 
Ushed their business in 1876. They employ in the manu- 
facture of cigars fifteen men, and produce during the year 
about four hundred and twenty-five thousand. They eon- 
fine themselves exclusively to the manufacture of cigars, 
and find a market for them in Michigan and Indiana. 

r. A- FAIRBANKS. 

The establishment of F. A. Fairbanks is located on 
Monroe Street, and produces cut tobacco and cigars. It 
was started in 1877, and its present proprietor succeeded 
the following year. They make annually three hundred 
thousand cigars, beside finding sale for much cut tobacco. 

ClflAR BOX MANUFACTURERS. 

H. D. Robinmn & &n.— The estensive manufacture of 
cigars in Coldwater creates a new branch of industry by 
the demand for cigar boxes which, of necessity, follows. 

Among the largest of these establishments is that of 
H. D. Robinson & Son, who succeeded to the business of 
Atkins, Gilbert & Co., which was begun in the year 1870, 
Mr. Robinson being the company. They manufacture 
cigar boxes exclusively, and employ in tl 



Their present capacity is about two hundred thousand, 
the home-trade being the principal consumers. 

The building and steam-power used are both owned by 
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Ckundler <& Wood.—TXih firm erapiojs twelve men and 
women in the manufacture of cigar boses. The firm has 
been established but a short time, but has already built up 
a large trade, which is rapidly increaaing. Thej manufac- 
ture two hundred thousand annually, and find a market in 
Coldwater and other parts of tho State, as well as in In- 

FLOUSINO- AND GRIST-MILLS. 

WUltam A. CootnLs' Mills. — The history of these mills 
dates back to the organization of the village, in 1837, in 
which year they were built by a stock company, consisting 
of Francis Smith, Thomas Dougherty, and Dr. William B. 
Sprague, the location being at the west end of Pearl Street, 
in what is now known as the Fourth Ward. In 1838 they 
were sold to John I. Curtis and 0. B. Clark, Jr., who re- 
mained proprietors until 1841, when they passed into the 
hands of L. D. k P. H. Crippen. In 1844, P. H. Crip- 
pen disposed of his interest, and the firm became Crippen , 
& Dougherty, after which L. D. Crippen became sole owner. 
He conducted the mills for a period of years, during which 
time, in 1858, they were destroyed by file but were rebuilt 
the following year by the owner Jimea B, Crippen suc- 
ceeded as proprietor and sjld to B R Clark, who owned 
them until 1869, when they pas'iid into the hands of the 
present owner, William A Coombs The^ have at present 
three run of stone, but the proprietor intends adding another 
and making other improvements during the following year. 
They have both water- and steam-power, and produce flour 

Coldwater Star Mills. — These mills are owned by David 
Harris, and were formerly known as the Oil-Mills, having 
been built in 1866. They occupy a commodious building, 
sixty feet square and three stories high with basemeut, and 
have three run of stone. 

THE COLDWATER LIOIIT GIIAKD. 

The Coldwater Light Guard was oi^anized August, 1871, 
and was mustered into the State service on the lltli day 
of November following, by Adjt.-Gen. John Robertson, 
with forty-one members. The commissioned officers were ; 
Captain, George H, Turner; First Lieutenant, Abe K. 
Stowell ; Second Lieutenant, C. H. De Clute. In January 
(1872) the company was supplied with the Springfield 
breech-loading rifles and accoutrements by the Slate, and 
at once entered upon a course of instruction. 

April 9, 1872, it was ordered to Detroit, to take part in 
the ceremonies of the unveiling of the soldiers' and sailors' 
monument in that city. This was the company's first ap- 
pearance in public, notwithstanding which fact they won 
much credit for their soldierly bearing and gentlemanly de- 
portment. On the 4th of July of the same year, the 
Light Guard, on behalf of the citizens of Coldwater, ex- 
tended an invitation to the various companies of the State 
to be present and take part in a grand military tournament 
to be held in Coldwater on that day. Several companies 
were present, and among them the Adrian Light Guard, 
who were awarded a beautifiil silk banner, offered by the 
citizens to the best drilled visiting company. 

During the following year the company made rapid pro- 
gress in drill, especially in the manual of arms. 



In June, 1873, First Lieut. Slowell and Second Lieut. 
De Clute resigned their commissions, and Clarence L. 
Hunter was elected as first and Edward B. Boot as second 
lieutenants, to fill the vacancies. 

The 4th of July, 1873, was spent by the company in 
Union City, as the guests of the citizens of that place 

In the early summer of 1873, the Slite Agn ulturai 
Society offered a premium of two hundred dollars to the 
best-drilled military company in the State to be competed 
for at the Stat« fair to be held in Grand Rapids the follow- 
ing September. The Coldwater Light Guard was accord- 
ingly entered for the contest, and set to work in earnest 
preparation for the event. On the 15th day of September 
they started for tho scene of action, but with little real 
hope of success. They were hooted at as they passed 
through the streets in their cheap uniforms beside the 
elegantly -dressed conipauies from Adrian, Kalamazoo, and 
other places. But fine uniforms did not win, as was very 
soon ascertained when the Coldwater company commeneed 
to drill, and the first premium was awarded them at the 
close of the contest, to the utter astonishment of every 
one. On the 3d day of October, 1873, the company was 
present and took part in the ceremonies of laying the corner- 
stone of the new State eapitol at Lansing. 

In tho spring of 187-1, the companies in the State ser- 
vice having increased from seven (at the time the Coldwater 
Light Guard was mustered in) to twenty, the military 
authorities determined to oi^niae them into regiments, 
which was accordingly done, and tho Coldwater Light 
Guard was assigned to the 2d Regiment, " i^ichigan State 
Troops," and designated as "Company A'" of that re^- 
ment. In the regimental formation, Capt. George H. 
Turner was selected for tho niajorship of the 2d Regiment, 
whereupon First Lieut. Hunter was promoted to the office 
of captain. Second Lieut. Boot to the first lieutenantey, 
and Ord. Sergt. Franklin Eaton to be second lieutenant. 
Under these officers the company made rapid progress in 
military tactics, attaining great proficiency in the manual 
of arms, and was acknowledged to be the best-drilled com- 
pany in the State of Michigan. Wherever it went it was 
always the recipients of the highest praise for their excel- 
lent drilling and soldierly discipline. At this time the 
company was about seventy strong, rank and file. 

During the summer of this year (1874) the Light Guard 
received the new uniforms which had been adopted by the 
State Military Board for the State troops, and which added 
greatly to their appearance. 

The Light Guard decided to again compete for the pre- 
mium of two hundred dollars offered by the State Agricul- 
tural Society to military companies at the fetate fair, in 
East Saginaw, in September, and during the summer were 
in active training, in which they were greatly encouraged 
by the lively interest manifested by the citizens ot Cold- 
water, who seemed as anxious for their success is were the 
soldiers themselves, generously contnbuting the entire fund 
for the payment of their expenses to and from East Si^naw. 

The day of their departure, September 15, waa one 
that will ever be remembered by each member of the com- 
mand as one of the most agreeable in its history. Shortly 
before the hour for departure the company was marchccLta I ^> 
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the elegant residence of Mr. F. V. Smith, wliere a splendid 
collation was spread upon his spacious grounds by Cold- 
,wat»^'s fairest daughters, who were present in full force 
toTtdniinister (o the wants of the " inner man." The day 
was beautiful in the estreme, and with the bright faces 
and gay attire of the ladies, the glittering arms and unifonns 
of the soldiers, enliyened by the excellent music of tlie 
celebrated Constantine Baud, which accouipanied the guard 
upon their trip, a scene of brightness and gayety was pre- 
sented that is rarely equaled. As soon as the refresh- 
ments had been partaken of, Mrs. Josephine Hunter, wife 
of Capt. Hunter, stepped forward, and iu behalf the wives, 
sisters, and sweethearts of the C'oldwater Light Guard, 
presented to the company a magnificent stand of colors, 
wrought by their own hand. The beautiful gift was ac- 
cepted by Capt. Hunter, in behalf of the company, in a 
very appropriate speech. The colors and the iaiT donors 
were saluted by the guard with three rousing cheers, the 
band playing " The Star-Spangled Banner," The company 
then marched to the depot, where a lai^e concourse of peo- 
ple had assembled to witness their departure, and took the 
train for East Saginaw, where they arrived late that night. 

The following day the five companies present to compete 
for the premiums were marched to the Fair Grounds, and 
the contest began at two o'clock P.M., the drilling being 
confined to company movements and the manual of arms. 
All the companies exhibited eaceptionally good drilling, 
and were heartily cheered. When the Coldwater Light 
Guard took the field they were greeted with rounds of ap- 
plause by the thousands of spectators. 

Throughout their entire drill they exhibited their thor- 
ough ti'aining by the promptness and precision with which 
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)ecial praise. At the close of the con- 
!re marched to the front of the judge's 
1 announced that the first premium 
) the Coldwater Light Guard. The 
good news was immediately telegraphed to Coldwater, and 
the nest morning (17th) the victors were en route for 
home, where they arrived at two o'clock p.m., and were 
greeted by a salute from one section of the famous Loomis 
Battery, and met by the mayor and common council, and 
a vast concourse of citizens, and escorted to their armory, 
where ihey were welcomed honie in a very congratulatory 
speech by Mayor Champion, The following I>ecember the 
company headquarters were removed from Noyes' Hall, 
which they had occupied from the time of their muster, to 
Scely's Hall, which was the company's armory until De- 
cember, 1877. 

At the annual election of officers in January, 1S75, the 
commissioned officers were all re-elected. Little of interest 
occurred during the year 1875. The regular weekly drills 
were maintained throughout the year, and target practice 
instituted, in which the company were regularly exercised, 
and acquired considerable skill. The only trip made by 
the company this year was to Quincy and Hillsdale, the 
3d and 5ih of July, receiving at each, place a purse of fifty 
dullara. 

In January, 187(i, the Guard again re-elected their able 
commissioned officers. It was the desire of the members 



and their friends that (he company should visit the Centen- 
nial during (he summer, but the great expense attending 
sneh a trip precluded their going. 

The 4tb of July, 1876, the Light Guard visited Detroit, 
and took part in the grjiid celebration in that city, being 
the guests of the Detroit Light Guard. 

The forepart of August the company was ordered into 
camp, with the rest of the '2d Regiment, at Beed's Lake, 
near the city of Grand Eapids, where they were sis days 
undergoing the moat rigid military training under th^ 
thorough soldier, Col. I. C. Smith. This was the com- 
pany's first experience in camp life, but notwithstanding 
the hard work, the long battalion drills in the hot sun, and 
the severe discipline, they returned the better for it, and 
there is not a member of Company A who docs not recall 
many pleasant remembrances of Camp Custer in '76. 

The 6th of September the Guard gave a grand centennial 
excursion to Put-in-Bay, Lake Erie, which was very suc- 
cessful, netting them nearly four hundred dollars. 

In January, 1877, the fuithful and efficient officers, Capt. 
Hunter and Lieuts. Boot and Eaton, relinquished their 
respective positions to other hands, after filling them with 
honor and credit to the State, to the company, and to them- 
selves for nearly four years, and were succeeded by Charles 
N, Legg, as captain ; Frank J. Dart, as first, and Lilburn 
P. Palmer, as second lieutenants. This election was pro- 
bably the most exciting one in the whole history of the 
company. The ballotting continued until after midnight, 
and resulted in the election of the above-named commis- 
sioned officers. R. M, Amidon, who had served one term 
in the volunteer service during the war, and had been for 
five years a non -com missioned officer in the regular army, 
was elected orderly sergeant. Drills continued regularly 
during the spring and early summer, and a lively interest 
was maintained among the members of the company. 

In July came the Pittsburgh riot and the general strike 
of railroad men throughout the country. The expectation 
of being ordered into encampment had been abandoned, but 
on the night of July 24, Capt. Legg received the following 
telegram : 

"Detroit, Julj Z4, 1ST7, 6.30 p.it, 
"Your company will start tu morrow morning for Ihc annual eu- 
campment. The q^uarfermfleter general will giie you authoulj to 

receipt of this at on<.e 

" By order of the oominandor in chiel 

"JiHK KllBFRTSi'' 

■• idju„„i, <:/,■, ' 
Capt. Legg telegraphed the following reply : 

" Order juatreecivod. Will start early. 

■' 0. N, Lbgh, 
'•Ooptam Co. A, 2<i Iiegi>i,enl." 

Messengers were immediately dispatched to order out the 
men, and instruct them to report at the armory at eight 
o'clock the following day. Early on the morning of July 
25, the company was duly assembled, when it was found 
that every member of the command then in the county was 
present and ready for duty. Two members only were ne- 
cessarily excused ; one of them had been wounded in the 
hand a few days before by the accidental discharge of a 
pistol, the other was suffering from a 8evei# atta^ oE^hiI-^i 
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matism. Both, however, urged to be allowed to accompany 
the commaDd in any capacity in which they could beof service. 

It had become generally known that the company had 
beenjordered to Grand Sapida, and soon rumors ot' riots 
aod bloodshed along the route and at the point of destina- 
tion filled the city. When the command reached the depot, 
escorted by the City Band, a larjre concourse of citizens and 
friends had gathered to witness their departure. When the 
time for leaving arrived, there were many lingering good- 
byes to anxious mothers and friends, whose fears had been 
raised by these floating rumors. Soon the train sped away 
and proceeded on its journey without let or hindcrancc. 
The mobs disappeared as by magic in advance of the flying 
train. White Pigeon, which rumor had filled with biood- 
thirety strikers, and through which it was prophesied the 
company wonld have to fight its way, was found almost us 
quiet as upon a Sabbath morning, and the train took up its 
northward journey calmly and peacefully. Nothing opposed 
its onward course, and about half-past seven p.m., the com- 
pany reached Grand Rapids, and marched to Sweet's Hotel 
for supper. After supper the command took up its march 
for the camp in column of lours, with flag flying and drums 
beating. A crowd of workmen from the factories, and boys 
from the streets, and loungers from the saloons, soon filled 
the sidewalks and street, and commenced an infernal hoot- 
ing. Cties of "You don't dare shoot!" and much threaten- 
ing and abuse were indulged in, but onward moved the 
company with regular step and quiet mien. They reached 
the cars prepared to cariy them to the camp-ground. Arrived 
there, they found six companies of the 2d Regiment already 
in camp, and by the following morning all the companies 
had reported. The following four days were passed peace- 
fkilly in company and regimental drill, parades, and the usual 
duties of camp-life, and on the 30th the company returned 
to its armory with a feeling of satisfaction iu having per- 
formed its mission honorably. 

In November of this year a civil organization known as 
the Coldwater Light Guard Company was duly incorporated 
with the following officers : President, Prank D. Newbury ; 
Vice-President, Clias. N, Legg; Secretary, Alonzo Thomp- 
son. They at once purchased the vestry of the Episcopal 
Church their property on Hanchett Street, and fitted it up 
for an armory. Fifteen hundred dollars was the price paid 
for the property, and it was soon decided to make an addi- 
tion for a stage at the rear of the building, and fit it up 
with scenery and properties for a public hall. The com- 
pany issued its bonds, which were readily negotiated, for 
the sura of five hundred dollars, and went forward with its 
improvements. In February, 1878, Armory Hall was 
opened to the public, and since that time has been the 
popular hall of the city for theatrical entertainments, con- 
certs, lectures, etc. It has a seating capacity of about five 
hundred, and is fairly supplied with scenery and stage 
properties. Other improvements are contemplated, and the 
company is justly proud of its success in securing an armory 
of its own and at the same time afl'ording a good hall for 
the accommodation of citizens. 

In January, Prank D. Newbury was elected captain, and 
Charles N. Lcgg and Alonzo Thompson lieutenants. The 
year was only fairly prosperous. Quito a number of the 



older members were lost by espiralion of term of enlistment, 
and the incentive to work aflforded by the prospect of the 
annual encampment disappeared, as it was known that the 
military fund had been exhausted the previous year, a^ 
that the company would not be called out as usual. Mis- 
fortune also attended the annua! excursion, which had here- 
tofore been highly successful and brought considerable 
funds into the hands of the company. The day preceding 
was rainy and forbidding, and when the train moved away 
in the morning it was still pouring in torrents. The com- 
pany lost about forty dollars in the undertaking. In 
November the company again rallied. New members were 
enlisted, — aniong them one or two veterans of the organiza- 
tion,— and the spirit and enthusiasm once more revived. 
The squad and company drills were well attended. The 
prospect of annual encampment, and a feeling that their 
work in the past and usefulness to the State were beginning 
to be better appreciated by the people and the Legislature, 
led the members to take new interest in their duties and 
labors. In September Sharp's rifles were substituted for 
the Springfield army rifle, and gave general satisfaction to 
the company. At the annual election, Jan. 13, 187S, 
Prank D. Newbury was re-elected captain by the unani- 
mous voice of the company, and Frank J. Dart and Wm. M. 
Mix were elected first and second lieutenants, respectively. 
Thus far, in 1879, the company drills have been belter 
attended than at any former period in the company's his- 
tory, and the outlook for the future of the Coldwater Light 
Guard is extremely promising. 

SKETCH OF THE TURV AND FIELD. 

A traveler through Branch County, even if his mind is 
fully occupied with mercantile pursuits, cannot fail ta ob- 
serve that the breeding, development, and sale of fine horses 
is a very prominent interest, and that the most successful 
farmers, such as Hon, Geo. W. Van Aken, John Allen, 
Esq., and many others of that class, have, for the past 
quarter of a century, followed the good advice contained in 
the old couplet : 



"Let thiP 






The profitable results of their experience stimulated and 
encouraged smaller farmers to follow their eiample, hence 
the business grew rapidly in extent and importance until 
the present day, when we find it has become a leading in- 
dustry, which materially adds to the resources of tliis pros- 
perous county. 

In some communities there is a class of persons who are 
disposed to underrate the value and character of hoi'se-rais- 
ing ; but no such class exists in Branch, nor could a stranger, 
representing the views of those persons, receive a patient 
hearing within its precincts. Daily transactions of stock 
changing hands at remunerative prices— generally from 
two hundred to two thousand dollars per head — have 
thoroughly convinced rich and poor here that this in- 
terest exerts a highly beneficial influence on the trade and 
manufactures of the city of Coldwater and county at large. 
Kverybody appears to take a deep interest and feel a just 
pride in the superior class of horses of which this county 
can boast. The farming class aloi 
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monopolize the business ; " all ranks and conditions of 
men," from the wealthy banker down to the humble 
artimn, engage, more or less extensively, in tho enterprise, 
each one vieing with the other id raining a hi<rh-priced ani- 
■mal, and nearly all report a profitable experience. It is 
true, that it takes many generationa in the equine, as well 
as the human family, U> breed high qualities ; but the 
hereditary principle in this, as in other things, can safely 
be relied upon. The production of a superior horse for 
speed, pleasure-driving, or busine^, is no longer it hap- 
hazard undertaking, but can be brou'jht about with a rea- 
sonable degree of certainty, by the judicious mingling of 
the blood of the best families of horses, most of which 
have valuable representatives in Branch County. 

This county is to Michigan what Orange County is to 
New York State, — a grand riureery for the finest strains of 
biue blood in horse heraldry. Scattered all over the Union, 
and even in the neighboring dominion of Canada, may be 
found, for stock iraprovemeut, for road and racing purposes, 
horses of great excellence claiming Branch County as their 
birthplace. 

Coldwater and other towns of Branch are widely known 
as horse-marts for enterprising purchasers from the large 
cities, East and West, and the names of its representative 
horsemen, A. C. Fisk, E. C. Walker, F. L. Skeels, and 
others, are familiar at home and abroad. This county also 
contributes, directly and indirectly, more fast trotting horses 
to the regular racing-meetings than any other county that 
we know of, in Michigan or the adjoining States. The re- 
sult of the enviable position occupied by the county in re- 
gard to stock-raising is to bring in a large amount of money 
from other places, and all classes reap a benefit from this in- 
dustry, which adds so largely to the county's wealth. To 
give an idea, we may meution that one breed of horses alone 
has produced stock which has yielded one hundred thousand 
dollars and upwards. 

The foregoing truths are self-evident to those who have 
looked into the matter, but may require confirmation by 
those who have not. We will therefore take a cursory 
view of the progress of the industry. 

A thorough history would demand an amount of space 
and research requiring a special work to do it justice. It 
is not within the scope of this article to trace the business 
" from pillar to foundation-stone," or enter into a discussion 
of the breeding problem. We leave that duty to the special 
writers and inquirers after knowledge bearing on the subject. 
We must content ourselves with a brief outline of the rise 
and progress of the horse interest in the county through 
the principal importations, and record some of the more 
important events. Our fieid of choice will have to be 
limited to brief mention of stock horaes whose names are 
" as familiar as household words." In art it is said the 
best things are necessarily few, but on investigating the 
horse question in Branch County we find that this rule 
will not appSy. This county has a galaxy of great horses, 
most of them of national fame, and each having had some 
special merit to commend him, so that public opinion gives 
no particular animal an unequaled altitude in the mountain 
chain of greatness. There may be mountain peaks loom- 
iog up whose names are Vermont Hero, Magna Charta, 



Mambrino Chief, Tom Hunter, and ilambletonian Star, 
but even these do not cast a deep shadow upon many others, 
among them Green Mountain Black Hawk, Moscow, Bel- 
mont, Independence, and the Pearnaughts. 

The sources of information regarding the early horse 
history of the county are, unfortunately, scant, consisting 
for the most part of the unwritten memories of old inhab- 
itants. From them wo learn that the horses of " ye olden 
time" whiwe names are still current and popular, were fine 
specimens of Morgan blood, which family Ibrmed the 
ground-work of the county's horse structure. 

Green Mountain Black Hawk, first in point of eicel- 
lence, was imported in the year 1851, by A, C. Fisk, from 
Bridport, Vt., the home of the Black Hawks. This horse's 
sire was Sherman's Black Hawk (the North horse), dam 
by Gifford Morgan. He was a golden chestnut, with record 
of 2.39, and was sold for seven thousand dollars to E. 
Dorsey and J. Burk, of Jefferson Co., KJ.j^where he died. 
The late Wm. Conant accompanied him to Kentucky. 

Vei-mont Hero was next in order of importation, having 
been brought to Coldwater in the fall of 1852 from Brid- 
port, Vt., where he was bred by B. Myrick. His sire was 
also Sherman's Black Hawk, and his dam by Harris Ham- 
bletonian. Ho was a substantially-built black horse, and 
was owned while here by Messrs. Fisk and 0. B. Clark. 
They sold him for two thousand dollars, and he was sub- 
sequently owned in Kalamazoo. His record was 2.37. 
This horse was the sire of the famous Gen. Knox, sold ibr 
ten thousand dollars when sixteen years old. 

Otiiello or Black Prmce was bought by A. C. Fisk, of 
Ryder & Myrick, Bridport, Vt., and arrived at Coldwater 
in the spring of 1853. His siro was the celebrated Hill's 
Black Hawk (sire of Ethan Alien — 2.15 with running 
mate — and hosts of other femous horses), dam by Young 
Hambletonian. Black Prince stood fifteen and a half hands 
high, and was a spirited, fine-looking animal, with a record 
of 2.39. 

Moscow or Defiance, Jr., comes next in order of im- 
portance according to date of importation, which was 1855. 
His sire was called Defiance, bred in Canada from English 
thoroughbred stock. Moscow's dam was also the dam of 
old Lady Moscow, record 2.32. Moscow was a dapper 
little bay horse, remarkable for great longevity. He was 
humanely killed at Centreville, Mich., when forty-two 
years old. He was the sire of Frank Moscow, and grand- 
sire of McLane's Lady Moscow. 

In addition to the above-mentioned famous stock liorses 
of an early day, the following importations, brought down 
to the year 1860, probably require a chronicler to refresh 
the memory of those in whose day they lived and flourished. 

Sherman Morgan, Jr., by old Sherman Morgan, was a 
stylish black horse, brought to Coldwater by Elliott Crip- 
pen, and remained here two years, when he was returned 
to his home in Vermont. 

The horse Young Trustee and the filly Highflyer were 
both by the famous English race-horse imported Trustee. 
They were also brought to Coldwater by Mr. Crippen, who 
purchased them from their breeder, Col. L. G. Morris, 
Mount Fordham, N. Y. 

Butlerworth's Black Eawh \ 
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bred in Vermont, and owned bj Capt, Butterwoitb. He 
lost his life by the burning of a stable in Coldwater a year 
after his arrival here. 

M'yrgan Black Miiwk was brought to Coldwater in the 
spring of 1854. He was by Hill's Black Hawk ; dam, a 
CunadiaD mare. He remained here oue season only, and 
was sold to parties fi'oin Chiciifj^, 111. 

Wiirfield, Iiaci/, and Hir Aechy, Jr., were all thoroui-h- 
bred horses, from pure bred Kentucky families of running 
stock. Thcj were not kept long in Coldwater. 

Returning to horses of national fame brings us first in 
order to Mitgna Ckiirlo, a marvelous little bay horse, of 
beautiful form, admirable style and way of traveling. He 
is of Moi^an descent, dam's breeding imknoiou. Ho was 
bought when four years old by H. C. Lewis, S. M. Seely, 
and two other Coldwater gentlemen for six thousand five 
hundred dollars in the year 1839, and after passing through 
the hands of Chicago and Detroit parties finally returned 
to Branuh County to '' lay his boucs." He is still living in 
Girard, Branch Co., and has been eminently sucecssful in 
building up this county's horse reputation, 

Jielmmtt, by Irish Hunter, was nest in order of importa- 
tion. He was brought from Boston, Mass., in 1864, where 
he got a record close to 2.30, He was purchased in Cold- 
water by A. C, Fiak, who had just imported Mambrino 
Chief as a two-year old from Kentucky, and Mambrino soon 
divided the honors of Mr. Fisk's stable with Belmont, until 
finally the latter was sold to parties near Detroit, Mich. He 
was a solid-built gray horse, of much courage and enduraneo. 

The importation of Mamhrim Chief, in 1804, marked 
an epoch in progressive stock-raising in Branch County. 
He wiB got by Clay's Mambrino Chief, sire of I-ady Thome 
(2.18i), and bis dam was almost thorough-bred. Mambrino 
has been at Coldwater ever since 1864, save three years in 
Boston, Mass., and was brought back from there in 1874. 
He can be seen almost any day on the streets of Coldwater. 
He is a large, rangy, dark-bay horse, remarkable for good 
- breeding and great endurance. He was sold for 812,000, 
which has given him considerable prominence, and he has 
contributed largely to the advancement of the county's 
reputation. 

Afl^r Mr. Fisk sold Mambrino Chief he bought three 
other valuable sires, viz., Lexington Chief and Mambrino 
Patchen, Jr., in 1870, and Hambletonian Star the following 



As Lexington Chie/ n&rne earliest, we shall 
first. He was brought from Kentucky. His sire, Ken- 
tucky Clay ; his dam. Lady Warfield. He is a very well- 
bred horse, and shows it in his appearance ; a blood-red bay 
of medium siae, and is still owned by Mr. Fisk. 

Mambrino Piilcheit, Jr., next demands attention. He> 
was bred by Dr. Hon-, Lexington, Ky. ; sire, Mambrino 
Patchen ; dam, Kentucky Maid. This horse is a large, well- 
formed animal ; dark bay. Is at present at Angola, Ind., 
but remains the property of Mr. Fisk. 

Hambletonian Star is the next in point of time. He is 
well known thoroughout Michigan. We regret that want 
of space forbids full description. He was bred in Orange 
County, N. Y., and his sire was Rysdyk-Hambietflnian ; 
dam, Lady Irwin. His color is light bay, two white stock- 



ings behind and star in forehead. He is a very large, well- 
formed horse, and well bred. 

Iiiilcpendeiice deserves the next place in our sketches. 
He was ^red at New York Mills, Oneida Co., N. Y., and 
comes from Abdallah slock, both his sire and dam tracing 
to old Abdallah. He is a very dark bay, about fifteen and 
three- quarter hands high, closely made and muscular horse. 

Giiiy Feiimaiight was the next valuable importation. 
He was brought here in the fall of 1874, by E C. Walker & 
Co., proprietors of the Mambrino Fearnaught stables, Cold- 
water, and remained here three years, when he was recalled 
to his old home Kast. He was a dapple-gray horse of fine 
size and breeding, proud carriage. His sire was the famouB" 
Fearnaught ; dam's pedigree unknown. She was a gray 
mare ; now owned in Trenton, N. J. 

Palhjinder was a very stylish horee, brought to Union 
City from New York Slate, and after remaining at Union 
about two years was sent back to New York State. He was 
a fine-looking dark-brown horse, of the average si)!e. We 
do not know the name of his sire, but understand the Path- 
finders trace to Hill's Black Hawk. 

Jfomblefoiiwn Umiler was kept at Union City for a time. 
He is by Rjsdyk's Hambletonian, dam's pedigree not traced. 
Color bay, and well proportioned ; ruiher steep quarters, and 
back inclined to roach. He is now owned in Marshall, 
Mich. 

Beach's Si. Lawrence, although not an importalion, is 
worthy of particular mention. He was bred by the late Dr. 
Beach. This horse was a strongly-made animal, of great 
nerve and power ; color, blood bay ; sire, old St. Lawrence. 
He was sold to parties in a remote part of this State, and 
finally drifted baok to Coldwater, where he died " with his 
harness on," in the year 1877. 
. Marslu'll Chief, or the Goodrich Horse, was also owned 
in his latter years in this county, and died near Union City 
in 1878. He was a small davk-chestnut horse, a type of 
the old-time Moi^an, and was a grandson of Hill's Black 
Hawk. 

Sparkle, commonly known as diaries, was by Tippo. He 
was a targe bay horse, with bald fuee ; was quite a good step- 
per, and sold by L. Darrow to parties in Rochester, N. Y. 

The thorough-bred blood calls for special mention. True, 
this county does not raise stock for the running turf, but 
some race-horses from the best families have been imported 
into it as a refining influence on the trotting and road stock. 

Caledonia and Surprise were both by the great sire of 
raee-horses imp. " Bonnie Scotland," and their dams were 
strictly thorough -bred. They were owned _at Bi^onson, Mich. 

Eriii-go-Briigh, also thorough-bred, was owned there. 

Liverpool, another thorough-bred, son of Bonnie Scot- 
land, is kept at Mattison, iu this county. 

liufe Hunt, a finely-formed bay horae, is purely thorough- 
bred, his sire being Lightning, he by the great Lexington. 
His dam Nora Creina, by imp. Mahomet. He ia owned by 
Messrs. E. C. Walter & Co., Coldwater. 

Returning to sires of general utility we find three more 
which merit favorable mention, horses of intrinsic merit and 
valuable to the county. 

Fir^t is Turn Hunter, formerly called Blue Jay, bred in 
Indiana, got by Seeor's Black Hawk. Dam's pedigree 9«t, ^ 



HISTORY OF BBANOH COUNXr, MICHIGAN. 



traced. This horse wus largo and shapely, color gray. He 
had quite a reputation in Southern Michigan and Northern 
Indiana ; was owned by A . T. Short, of Coldwacer, and died 
here in August, 1878 ; hia body occupies a stall of clay 
near the track of the Coldwater Driving Park. 

Marker was bought by F. L. Skeels & Co,, of Alden 
Goldsmith, Orange Co., N. Y., in the fall of 1874. He is 
a blood-bay ; stands sixteen hands high ; a rangy horse, with 
plenty of substance. His sire is Volunteer, he by Rysdyk's 
Hambletonijin, His dam. Misfortune, by Plow-Boy, son of 
Long Island Bkek Hawk. 

Royal Fearnaiight is last, but not least, of the fine horses 
'of this county. He was imported by E. C. Wa.lker & Co., 
of Coldwater, from .Boston, Mass., in the fall of 1875, and 
broken to harness in 1876. He is a golden chestnut, stands 
sixteen hands high, and weighs eieven hundred pounds,^ 
& horse of remarkably fine appearance and action. His sire 
was the chestnut horse Old Fearnaught, winner of the first 
ten thousand dollar purse at Buffalo. His dam. Lady 



Smithers, by Old Columbus, granddara hy Harris' Hamble- 
tonian Royal is stii! owned by Messrs, Walker & Co, 
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We have thus rapidly traced the growth of the horse 
interest in this county, and trust that our brief review will 
assist in stimulating this important industry. 

Appended is a table of the valuable trotting-horses, past 
and present, either owned or descended from stock owned 
in Branch County, classified accordinir to their public re- 
cords of 2.50 or better: 
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The early and complete records of Coldwater we are un- 
able to ^ve, from the fact that there are none extant. In 
the year 1851, the fire to which we have already alluded 
swept away the archives of the village. Mr. E. G. Fuller 
was at that time village clerk, and the records were kept 
in his office. The building in which he was located was 
among the first to yield to the devouring flames, and with 
it was destroyed every full and complete chronicle of the 
civil organization and growth of Coldwater. This is but 
another of the many instances that illustrate the importance 
of placing valuable documents where they may be secure 
against the ravages of the fire. Had similar precautious 
been taken in the instance before us, we might gratify the 
interest of our Branch County readers with a consecutive 
record of the city since its first inception in 1837, when it 
was a little more than a hamlet. The following list of 
officers, from 1837 to 1851, is as complete as was possible 
to make it. Among the old papers in the rooms of the 
City Council were found statements of the early elections, 
and the oaths of office that had been filed by the city clerk. 
From these we have gleaned such fragmentary information 
as would enable us to give an imperfect record of the 
officers of the village of Coldwater until 1851, afVer which 
time it is complete : 

1837.— Hiram Alden, President; Hiram Shoudler, Re- 
corder ; E. T. Paxton, Clerk ; E. Sloan, L. D. Crippen, 
Francis Smith, B. J. Champion, James H. Hanchett, Wil- 
liam Reynolds, Trustees. 

1838.— L. D. Crippen, President ; K. A. Warner, Ke- 
corder ; William H. Cross, J. J. Curtis, John T. Haynes, 
R. J. Champion, E. U. Fuller, Thomas Dougherty, Trus- 
tees. 

1839.— Silas A, Holbrook, President; E. A. Warner, 
Recorder; John J. Curtis, Esbon G. Fuller, Thomas 
Dougherty, Joseph Hanchett, Robert Wood, James Shoe- 
crafl, Trustees; James H. Hanchett, Treasurer; J. T. 
Haynes, Marshal. 

1841.— James Shoecraft, Darius Littlefield, A. S. Gless- 
ner. Trustees. 

1842. — David Williams, President ; George A. Coe, 
Recorder; Henry F, Pelton, Deputy Recorder; D. 8. 
Williams, Treasurer; J. H. Waterman, A. S. Glessner, 
W. Gilchrist, Albert Hammond, Trustees. 

1843. — James Pierson, President ; G. A. Coe, Recorder ; 
L. T. M. Wilson, Deputy Recorder ; William H. Kellogg, 
Treasurer; George Quick, Marshal; William Gilchrist, 
Overseer of Highways ; A. S. Glessner, Kimball Parrish, 
Assessors ; H. G. Gilbert, J. W. Davis, J. H. Waterman, 
J. B. Ramsdell, Trustees. 

1844. — ^Henry Lockwood, President; George A. Coe, 
Recorder; John Root, Deputy Recorder; David Wood, 
Treasurer; George Quick, Marshal; Thomas Dougherty, 
Assessor ; A. Chandler, James Pierson, William H. Han- 
chett, Harvey Warner, Trustees. 

1845.— John Root and L. T. N. Wilson, Deputy Record- 
ers ; S. A. Holbrook, A. L. Porter, Assessors ; D. S. Wil- 
liams, Henry Lockwood, H. C. Gilbert, C. Wendell, David 
R. Cooley, Geoi^e A. Kello^, Trustees. 

184ti. — A. L. Porter, President; Corydon P. Benton, 
Recorder; L. T. N. Wilson, Deputy Recorder; Cornelius 
2U 



Wendell, Treasurer ; S. Perkins, C. P. Benton, Assessors ; 
Geoi^e Quick, Marshal ; Isaao Pierce, Overseer of High- 
ways ; Christopher Dickenson, Asa Parrish, Henry Lock- 
wood, William Walton, Nelson D. Skecls, Trustees. 

1847. — Harvey Warner, President; Corydon P.Benton, 
Recorder; D. C. Morehouse, Deputy Recorder; S. Perk- 
ins, Marshal; George A. Kellogg, Treasurer; Myron A. 
Dougherty, S. A. Holbrook, Assessors ; William H. Kel- 
logg, Overseer of Highways ; Christopher Dickenson, Hiram 
Shoudler, Henry Lockwood, James Van Duser, George A. 
Coe, William H. Hanchett, Trustees. 

1848. — Harvey Warner, President; C. P. Benton, Re- 
corder; D. S. Williams, Marshal ; Albert Chandler, James 
W. Gilbert, Assessors; James Pierson, Harvey Warner, 
Overseers of Highways; William H. Hanchett, Henry 
Lockwood, Fred. V. Smith, James Van Duser, George A. 
Coe, C. Dickenson, Trustees. 

1849.— Jared Pond, President; Henry C. Gilbert, Re- 
corder; A. A. Ainidon, Deputy Recorder; Hiram R. Alden, 
Treasurer; H. Lockwood, Marshal ; F. V. Smith, H. Lock- 
wood, Assessors ; Geoi^e Quick, Asa Parrish, Overseers of 
Highways ; Matthias Van Every, Jasper Parrish, B. G. 
Fuller, John R. Winans, Trustees. 

1850.— Jared Pond, President; L. T. N. Wilson, Re- 
corder ; Phineas P. Wright, Treasurer ; John Root, David 
Thompson, Assessors; David S. Williams, Marshal; Henry 
C. Lewis, Asa F. Groendycke, Overseers of Highways ; 
M. A. Dougherty, S. Perkins, F. V, Smith, A. L. Porter, 
L. D. Crippen, Trustees. 

1851.— Harvey Warner, President; E. G. Fuller, Re- 
cover ; F. V. Smith, D. Littlefield, W. B, Clark, S. M. 
Dennison, R. F. Mockridge, Trustees. 

1852.— Albert Chandler, President; James W. Gil- 
bert, Recorder ; Robert F. Mockridge, Treasurer ; Har- 
vey Warner, John Chandler, Assessors ; L. T. N. Wilson, 
Marshal ; Homer M. Wright, Albert L, Porter, Stephen 
S. Cutter, Sterling Perkins, Nelson D. Skeols, Chester 8. 
Tucker, Trustees. 

1853. — Hiram Shoudler, President ; George A. Kelli^, 
Recorder; R. F. Mockridge, Treasurer; F. V. Smith, 
Marshal; Phineaa P. Wright, James B. Crippen, Wm. 
H. Beach, Augustus S. Glessner, William A. Jackson, 
John Root, Trustees. 

1854.— Alvin H. Burdiek, President; EHhu P. Bond, 
Recorder ; R. F. Mockridge, Treasurer ; Jared Pond, Mar- 
shal ; John Root, P. V. Smith, Assessors; Matthias Van 
Every, Robt. M. Wilder, Edwin R, Clark, Isaac Pierce, 
James W. Gilbert, Davis Smith, Trustees. 

1855. — Hiram Baker, President ; Justin Lawyer, Re- 
corder; Geo. A. Coe, Treasurer; John C. Pellon, Mar- 
shal ; Roland Root, F. V. Smith, Assessors ; Leonard 
Bowker, Calvin Pratt, Morris Howe, 0. Bingham, M. H. 
Parker, Isaac P. Alger, Trustees. 

1856.— Roland Root, President; Franklin T. Eddy, 
Recorder; Nelson D. Skeels, Treasurer; Cyrus A. Dun- 
ning, Marshal ; Edwin R. Clark, Cornelius Wendell, Henry 
C. Lewis, Philo H. Crippen, Daniel B. Dennis, Trustees. 

1 857.— Augustus S. Glessner, President; Franklin T. 
Kddy, Recorder ; A. F. Bidwell, Treasurer ; Alonso Dun- 
can. Marshal; John Koot, David, ^.^^^%^Ji4l>^^<^[(^ , 
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Nelson D. Skeels, Mortimer Mansfield, James Piereon, 
Charles Upson, Jonathan H. Gray, Jolin Waterhouse, 
Trustees. 

1858,— Alonzo F. Bidwell, President ; Ovid Allen, Geo. 
A. Coe, James A. McCarty, James H. Marsh, Stephen S. 
Peckham, Geo. W. Johnson, Trustees; Wallace W. Bar- 
rett, Clerk ; Mortimer Mansfield, Marshal ; Justin Law- 
yer, Treasurer; John Root, D, S. Williams, Assessors; 
Kimball Parish, Roland Root, I. P. Alger, Street Com- 
missioners; Robert M. Wilder, Poundmaster. 

1859. — Charles Upham, President ; Devereux S. Har- 
rington, Tyler M. Parish, Lake H. Whitcomb, Luther F. 
Hall, William H. Abbott, William Van Denbet^-h, Trus- 
tees ; James A. McCarty, Marshal ; Justin Lawyer, Treas- 
urer ; Hiram Shoudler, Assessor ; Mortimer Mansfield, 
Street Commissioner ; Daniel Chapman, Poundmaster. 

I860.— Stephen Cutler, President ; TTri Blodgett, S. T. 

F. Buliard, Ephraim A. Knowlton, David Thompson, John 

G. Ketchum, George B. Tyler, Trustees ; P. P. Nichols, 
Clerk ; John S. Youngs, Treasurer ; William H. Abbott, 
Marshal ; David B. Purinton, Aasesaor ; Origin Bingham, 
Street Commissioner; Herman H. Flandermeyer, George 
D. Ford, Fire- Wardens ; John Luek, Poundmaster. 

1861.— In this year Coldwater obtained a city charter, 
with the following municipal officers ; Albert Chandler, 
Mayor ; Robert F. Mockridge, Clerk ; John 8. Youngs, 
Treasurer ; Isaac Van Ness, Marshal ; Matthias Van Every, 
Street Commissioner ; Franklin D. Marsh, Collector ; John 
Root, Justice. First Ward: Frederick V.Smith, Supervisor; 
Julius S. Barber, Alderman ; Isaac Van Ness, Constable. 
Second Ward: Corydon P. Benton, Supervisor; Isaac P. 
Alger, Alderman ; Eli W. Bovee, Constable. Third Ward : 
L. D. Crippen, Supervisor; Ephraim A. Knowlton, Alder- 
man ; Andrew S. Rowell, Constable. Fourth Ward ; David 
N. Green, Supervisor ; John D. Wood, Alderman ; George 
W, Bowker, Constable. 

1862. — Albert Chandler, Mayor ; Robert F. Mockridge, 
Cierk ; John S. Youngs, Treasurer ; Isaac Van Ness, Mar- 
shal ; Matthias Van Every, Street Commissioner ; Franklin 
D. Marsh, Collector ; John Root, Justice of the Peace. 
First Ward ; Frederick V. Smith, Supervisor ; Julius Barber, 
Alderman ; Isaac Van Ness, Constable. Second Ward : 
Corydon P. Benton, Supervisor ; Eli W. Bovee, Constable. 
Third Ward: Lorenzo D. Crippen, Supervisor; Ephraim 
A. Knowlton, Alderman ; Andrew 8. Rowell, Constable. 
Fourth Ward : David N. Green, Supervisor ; John D. Wood, 
Alderman ; George W. Bowker, Constable. 

1863.— David B. Dennis, Mayor; Hiram D. Upham, 
Clerk ; Ives G. Miles, Treasurer ; Isaac Van Ness, Mar- 
shal ; Winslow H. Sawyer, Street Commissioner ; Theodore 
C. Etheridge, CoHector; Benjamin C. Webb, Justice of the 
Peace, to fill vacancy ; the same for full term. First Ward : 
Frederick V. Smith, Supervisor; John W. Culp, Alder- 
man ; Isaac Van Ness, Constable. Second Ward : Cory. 
P. Benton, Supervisor ; A. S. Glessner, Alderman ; Sloeum 
Earton, Constable. Third Ward : Daniel W. Green, Super- 
visor ; Abram MeCrea, Alderman ; Andrew S. Rowell, Con- 
stable. Fourth Ward : Franklin T. Eddy, Supervisor ; John 
0. Pelion, Alderman ; George W. Bowker, Constable. 

1864. — Justin Lawyer, Mayor ; John Murphey, Clerk ; 



George K. Bowker, Marshal ; Amariah G. Stevens, Col- 
lector ; Roland Root, Street Commissioner ; George A. Coe, 
Justice of the Peace ; George Starr, Treasurer. First Ward 
Frederick V. Smith, Supervisor ; Julius S. Barber, Alder 
man; Geoi^eS. Gibson, Constable. Second Ward: Theo- 
dore C, Etheridge, Supervisor ; Phineas P. Nichols, Alder- 
man ; Walter H. Lathrop, Constable. Third Ward : D. B 
Purinton, Supervisor; Nelson H. Saunders, Alderman 
Lansing M. Gray, Constable. Fourth Ward ; Franklin T. 
Eddy, Supervisor; Edward W. Markham, Alderman 
George W. Love, Constable. 

1865.— Justin Lawyer, Mayor ; John Murphey, Clerk 
Robert M. Wilder, Marshal ; Edward W. Benton, Collector 
George Starr, Treasurer ; David B. Dennis, Justice of the 
Peace ; Matthias Van Every, Street C-ommissiouer. First 
Ward : George S. Sweet, Supervisor ; Hiram Poland, Alder- 
man ; Geoi^e C. Gibson, Constable. Second Ward i Ovid 
Allen, Supervisor; Edwin R. Clarke, Alderman; Alexan- 
der Oderin, Jr., Constable. Third Ward: George A. Coe, 
Supervisor ; Allen Tibbits, Alderman, full term ; James A. 
McCarty, vacancy ; Lansing M. Gray, Constable. Fourth 
Ward : Franklin T. Eddy, Supervisor ; Franklin E. Morgan, 
Alderman ; Darius Chapman, Constable. 

1866.— John H. Beach, Mayor; William G. Moore, 
Clerk ; Gorge Starr, Treasurer ; John Whitcomb, Mar- 
shal ; Heniy C. Williams, Collector ; Matthias Van Everj', 
Street Commissioner; Wallace W. Barrett, Justice of the 
Peace. First Ward : Geoige 8. Sweet, Supervisor ; Byron 
D. Paddock, Alderman; George C. Gibson, Constable. 
Second Ward ; Theodore C. Etheridge, Supervisor ; P. P. 
Nichols, Alderman ; Alexander Oderin, Constable. Third 
Ward : George A. Coe, Supervisor ; William S. Gilbert, 
Alderman ; Lansing M. Gray, Constable. Fourth Ward : 
Franklin T. Eddy, Supervisor ; John H Bennett, Alder- 
man ; Stephen Paddock, Constable. 

1867.— D. C. Powers, Mayor; D. J. Easton, Clerk; 
George Starr, Treasurer; John Whitcomb, Marshal; John 
Chandler, Collector ; Matthias Van Every, Street Commis- 
sioner ; Benjamin C. Webb, Justice of the Peace. First 
Ward : J. McGowan, Supervisor ; Lewis B. Johnson, Alder- 
man ; John Whitcomb, Constable. Second Ward : T. C. 
Etheridge, II. 0. Mosher, Aldermen; A. Oderin, Consta- 
ble. Third Ward : George A. Coe, Supervisor ; L. T. N. 
Wilson, Alderman ; L. M. Gray, Constable. Fourth Ward : 
F. T. Eddy, Supervisor ; G. W. Wataon, Alderman ; J. S. 
Wolcott, Constable. 

1868. — David C. Powers, Mayor; John Murphey, Clerk ; 
John P. Youngs, Treasurer ; Roland Root, Street Commis- 
sioner ; David B. Purinton, Justice of the Peace ; Henry 
N. Moore, Marshal ; Gilbert H. Taylor, Collector. First 
Ward, Jonas H. McGowan, Supervisor ; James Anderson, 
Alderman ; Ansel E. Thompson, Constable. Second Ward : 
Then. C. Etheridge, Supervisor ; David N. Green, Alder- 
man ; to fill vacancy, Parley G. Benton ; Thomas McComb, 
Constable. Third Ward: Geoi^e A. Coe, Supervisor; 
David Thompson, Alderman ; William G. Kyte, Constable. 
Fourth Ward: Franklin T. Eddy, Supervisor; John H. 
Bennett, Alderman ; Jerome P. Wolcott, Constable. 

1869.— Phineas P. Nichols, Mayor; John Murphey, 
Clerk; Lester E, Rose, Treasurer; Isaac P. Alger, Justice 
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of the Peace ; Thomas Harrison, Marshal ; Corydon P. 
Benton, Collector; John M. Saunders, Street Commis- 
sioner. First Ward ; Geo. S. Sweet, Supervisor ; Lewis 
B. Johnson, Alderoian ; Silas L. Devens, Constable. Second 
Ward: Theo. C. Etheridge, Supervisor; Thomas W. Dick- 
enson, Alderman ; full term, Nathan Rosenbaum, to fill 
vacancy. Third Ward : Geoi^e A. Coe, Supervisor ; Abram 
McCrca, Alderman ; Andrew S. Rflwell, Constable. Fourth 
Ward 1 S. S. ScoviU, Supervisor ; Blecker L. Webb, Alder- 
man ; George W. Bowker, Constable. 

1870,— Justin Lawyer, Mayor ; Wm. H. H. Halsted, 
Clerk ; Lester E. Rose, Treasurer ; David Thompson, Jus- 
tice of the Peace, full term and to fill vacancy ; Alfred 
Thompson, Marshal ; John W. Saunders, Street Commis- 
sioner ; Cornelius Van Ness, Collector. First Ward : David 
N. Green, Supervisor ; Hiram Shoudlcr, Alderman ; Silas 
S. Devins, Constable. Second Ward : Theo. C. Etheridge, 
Supervisor ; Parley Burton, Alderman ; Jeremiah Rogers, 
Constable. Third Ward; David Thompson, Supervisor; 
Wm. R. Foster, Alderman, full term ; Hiram B. Robinson, 
to fill vacancy; Andrew S. Rowell, Constable. Fourth 
Ward: S. S. Scovill, Supervisor; John S. Champion, 
Alderman; George W. Bowker, Constable. 

1871.— David B. Dennis, Mayor ; W. H. H. Halsted, 
Clerk ; Willard J. Bowen, Treasurer ; Hamilton S. Miles, 
Marshal ; John M. Saunders, Street Commissioner; Charles 
L. Truesdell, Collector ; Benjamin C. Webb, Justice of the 
Peace. First Ward : David N. Green, Supervisor ; Spencer 
Birdseli, Constable. Second Ward : William A. Coombs, 
Supervisor ; J. Franklin Pratt, Alderman ; Jeremiah 
Rogers, Constable, Third Ward: Roland Root, Super- 
visor ; Robert M. Wilder, Alderman ; Andrew S. Rowell, 
Constable. Fourth Ward : 8. S. Scovill. Supervisor ; Bloc- 
ker L. Webb, Alderman ; George W. Bowker, Constable. 

1872.— Henry C. Lewis, Mayor ; Wm. R. Foster, Clerk ; 
Willard J. Bowen, Treasurer; Gurdon L. Howe, CoHecterj 
David B. Purinton, Justice of the Peace ; John M. Saun- 
ders, Justice of the Peace. First Ward ; David N. Green, 
Supervisor; George Cauwriter, Alderman; Geo. H. White- 
head, Constable. Second Ward : Theo. C. Etheridge, Super- 
visor ; Uri Blodget, Alderman ; Jeremiah Rogers, Constable. 
Third Ward ; Roland Root, Supervisor ; David Thompson, 
Alderman ; Andrew S. Rowell, Constable. Fourth Ward : 
Franklin T. Eddy, Supervisor ; Jeremiah Wolcott, Alder- 
man ; John C. Hall, Constable. 

1873.— Henry C. Lewis, Mayor; William R. Foster, 
Clerk ; Willard J. Brown, Treasurer ; Roland Eflot, Jus 
tice of the Peace ; John M. Saunders, Street Commissioner 
D. P. Cushman, Marshal. Firat Ward: I. D. W. Fisk, 
Supervisor; William Burns, Alderman ; Spencer Birdseli, 
Constable. Second Ward : T. C. Etheridge, Supervisor 
Henry C. Whitley, Alderman; Jeremiah Rogers, Constable. 
Third Ward: Roland Reot, Supervisor; Thomas Smith, 
Alderman ; Andrew 8. Rewell, Constable. Fuurili Ward 
Henry C. Williams, Supervisor; Lester E. Rose, Aldei-man 
Charles Weller, Constable. 

1874. — John R. Champion, Mayor ; Charles L. Trues- 
dell, Clerk; Willard J. Bowen, Treasurer; Alfred 
Thompson, Marshal ; John M. Saunders, Street Commis- 



sioner ; Daniel Bovee, Justice of the Peace. First Ward ; 
Daniel N. Green, Supervisor ; Anthony R. Brown, Alder- 
man ; K. Parish, Constable. Second Ward: Theo. C. 
Etheridge, Supervisor ; David B. Purinton, Alderman ; 
John Ray, Constable. Third Ward : Allen Tibbits, Su- 
pervisor; Smith W. Fisk, Alderman; Lansing M. Gray, 
Constable. Fourth Ward : David S. Williams, Super- 
visor ; John E. Allen, Alderman ; Isaac Bair, Constable. 

1875.— John R. Champion, Mayor; Charles L. Trues- 
dell, Clerk; Willard J. Bowen, Treasurer; Job Williams, 
Marshal; Asa Waterhouse, Street Commissioner; Benj. 
C. Webb, Justice of the Peace. First Ward : Jacob B. 
Smith, Supervisor ; William H. Abbott, Alderman ; John 
Lenuan, Constable. Second Ward : Levi W. Lee, Super- 
visor; Alfred Foster, Alderman ; Charles M. Abbott, Con- 
stable. Third Ward : Roland Root, Supervisor ; Thomas 
Smith, Alderman; Frederick Schaffer, Constable. Fourth 
Ward : Albert F. Chandler, Supervisor; Herman H. Flan- 
dermeyer, Alderman ; Henry Cook, Constable. 

1876.— Stephen S. Cutter, Mayor ; L. P. Palmer, Clerk ; 
Wm, Job Williams, Marshal ; David B. Purinton, Justice 
of the Peace; Willard I. Bowen, Treasurer; John M. 
Saunders, Street Commissioner. First Ward: Jacob E. 
Smith, Supervisor; Henry Ray, Alderman; Hamilton S. 
Miles, Constable. Second Ward: Levi W. Lee, Super- 
visor; William A. Coombs, Alderman; Wm. R. Waden, 
Constable. Third Ward : Roland Root, Supervisor ; Al- 
fred Milnes, Alderman ; Calvin J. Dart, for vacancy ; Jo- 
seph H. Montague, Constable. Fourth Ward : David S. 
Williams, Supervisor ; M. H. Parker, Alderman ; John C. 
Hall, Constable. 

1877.— Charles Upson, Mayor ; L. P. Palmer, Clerk ; 
Alfred Thompson, Marsha! ; Geoi^e Starr, Treasurer ; 
Roland Root, Justice of the Peace ; John M. Saunders, 
Street Commissioner. First Ward : Daniel Halway, Su- 
pervisor; Henry C. Clark, Alderman; Spencer Birdseli, 
Constable. Second Ward ; David B. Purinton, Super- 
visor; Clark Pierce, Alderman; Geoige S. Culver, Con- 
stable. Third Ward : Roland Root, Supervisor ; Isaac 
McColom, Alderman ; Joseph H. Montague, Constable. 
Fourth Ward : Wm, H. Donaldson, Supervisor ; Sylvanus 
S. Scovill, Alderman ; Lyman J. Goodell, Constable. 

1878.— A. J. Foster, Mayor ; Albert 0. Wood, Clerk ; 
Orlando Q. Noyea, Marshal ; John W. Turner, Justiee of 
the Peace ; Ransom E. Hall, Treasurer ; John Keely, 
Street Commissioner. First Ward : Arthur R. Burrows, 
Supervisor ; Fred, H. Flandermeyer, Alderman ; Spencer 
Birdseli, Constable; Frederick V. Smith and Darius W. 
Fridham, members of School Board. Second Ward ; David 
B. Purinton, Supervisor; George Firth, Alderman, full 
term; P. P. Nichols for vacancy ; Geo. W. Lee, Constable; 
Geot^e S. Foster and Harvey D. Robinson, members of 
School Board.. Third Ward: Roland Root, Supervisor; 
Alfred Thompson, Alderman ; Joseph H. Montague, Con- 
stable ; Geoi^e W. Stevens and Oscar B. Moore, members 
of School Board. Fourth Ward : Charles V. L. Hibbee, 
Supervisor; I. S. Wolcott, Alderman; Fred. C. Meyer, 
Constable ; John R. Champion and Justin Jjawyer, mem- 
bers of school Board. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 



JOHN n. BEECTI, M.D., 
was bom Sept. 24, 1819, at Gaines, Orleans Co., N. Y. He 
was the son of Dr. Jesse Beeeh. He prepared for college 
at Gaines Academy, and graduated at Albany Medical 
College in April, 1841, immediately entering upon the 
practice at Gainea, in partnership with Dr. Martin Mason, 
an old practitioner at that place, with whom he continued 
two jews ; thenceforward pursuing the practice singly, 




until October, 1850, at which time he removed to Cold- 
water. Meantime he attended several courses of lectures, 
and spent one winter in New York, and one in the Phila- 
delphia hospitals. 

Daring the war he rendered valuable service in the vari- 
ous hospitals and positions assigned him. He was acting 
assistant sui^eon in the Army of the Tennessee in May and 
June, 1862 ; was commissioned surgeon of the 24th Michigan 
Infantry, Aug. 15, 1862 ; -appointed member of the oper- 
ating board of the 1st Army Corps before Fredericksburg, 
Va., Dec. 12, 1862 ; Dec. 21, 1863, made surgeon -in-chief 
(^pTo lem.) of the 1st Division of the 1st Army Corps, 
confirmed by special order April 12, 1864, and continued 
in the discharge of this duty, though the brigade (styled 
by Gen. McClellan the "Iron Brigade") was changed in 
divisions and corps, until Feb. 18, 1865; when it was 
broken up, and its veteran regiments sent North. At 
Gettysbui^, Pa., he was appointed surgeon-in -charge of 
(he Express Office Hospital, July 4, 1863, and continued 
(o hold the position until the 5ih of the following August, 
when illness compelled him to give it up. His resignation 
as sui^eon of the 24(h Michigan Infantry was accepted 
April 4, 1865. 

After the war he confined himself to consultations in 
medicine, operative snidery, . 



member of the Branch County Medical Society; the 
Peninsular Medical Society, which he represented in 1854 
and 1855 in the American Medical Association, and of 
which he was elected president in 1856; the American 
Medical Association, to which he made in 1855 a report 
on the " Topography and Epidemics of Michigan ;" the 
Southern Michigan Medical Society, which he founded in 
1873, and of which he was elected president in July, 
1874; the Alumni Association of Albany Medical College, 
of which he was elected president in 1874; the Amer- 
ican Public Health Association ; was elected, April 12, 
1870, corresponding member of the Detroit Academy of 
Medicine, and Nov. 7, 1871, of the Gynaecological Society 
of Boston, Mass. ; and in 1876 was appointed special corre- 
spondent of the Michigan State Board of Health, in con- 
nection with which it may be stated the law of Michigan 
prohibiting the tying of the feet of small animals in transit 
for slaughter was the result of petitions originated and 
distributed by him. To each of the oi^nizations above 
named he contributed practical papers and various medical 
journals. 

. In April, 1866, he was elected mayor of the city of 
Coldwater. In ilie same year he was elected president of 
the board of the trustees of the Coldwater Female Semi- 
nary, and from 1870 to 1875 (inclusive) was moderator of 
the Board of Educalion of the city. 

He was married, Jan. 20, 1842, to Miss Eliza C. Crowns, 
of Guilderlaud, Albany Co., N. Y., who died June 5, 
1859. Jan. 5, 1861, he married, at Clarkson, Monroe Co., 
N. Y., Mary Jane Perry, who died June 24, 1872. Aug. 
26, 1875, he married Mrs. Sarah E. Skeels, of Coldwater, 
who is a sister of Henry C. Lewis. Dr. Beech departed 
this life Oct. 17, 1878, leaving no issue. 



Coldwater, Mi™., Maj-eh 30, 1879. 

i. Everts & Abbott : 
Dear Sirs, — As I was among the early comers into this 
part of Michigan, I am requested to contribute something 
to the history of Branch County, which you are about to 
publish, by giving some account of myself, and by stating 
some of the incidents of its early settlement, with which I 

I was born Feb. 28, 1797, in the State of New York, and 
was never outside of its limits till thirty-eight years after- 
wards, when I set out for Michigan. I have lived under 
the adminbtration of ail the Presidents, but for six days 
only under that of Washington. 

Quite early in life I was ambitious to become a doctor. 
Having always to depend upon myself, the fruition of that 
desire was deferred somewhat beyond my wishes, but with 
such means as I oould obtain, after I became of age, I took 
a preparatory course, and started for Fairfield, Herkimer 
Co., N. Y., to attend the medical college, then in a flourish- 
ing condition at that place. My studies were continued at 
that school between three and four yeara, until I graduated 
in the winter of 1826. 

Going into the western part of the State in the fall of 
1827, I settled in my profession at Webster Corners, on 
the Ridge road, ten miles east from the city of Rochester. _ 
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I remwned at that point three years, then reiuoved to 
Honeoye Falls, Home sixteen miles south from that oity, 
where I lived till I came to Michigan, in 1835. The Rev. 
Francis Smith, whose eldest daughter I married in 1831. 
havinj; disposed of his home and other property, I was ii 
duced to set out with him on a tour West, in quest of 
new home, intending to proceed as far as the Mississippi 
Kivcr, should nothing bo met with to suit before we got 
there. We left our homes ahout the middle of May, and 




fmt 



had for our eompanions in travel Mr. Bradley Crippen and 
Pliilo H. Crippen, his son, who also had married a daughter 
of Mr. Smith. With two horses and a light, covered wagon, 
we took our course by the way of Buffalo, Cleveland, and 
the inevitable Blaek Swamp, and, after crossing the Maumee 
at Perrysburgh, went down that river a few miles, and 
turning north, crossed the plains to Dundee, on the River 
Raisin. This route was chosen to escape the Cottonwood 
Swamp, through which the road was reputed to be about 
as bad as that of the Black Swamp. Before we reached 
Coldwater we fell in company with Mr. James Fiske and L. 
D. Crippen, who bad started from their homes in Penfield, 
east from Rochester, about the same time we had set out. 
There were sis persons now in our company, and it was 
decided to stop when we should arrive at Coidwater, look 
at the country, and learn the chances for buying, etc. Our 
stoppage at this point resulted in the purchase of a thousand 
acres or more of land, lying on sections 21 and 22, — all of 
which ia now included within the limits of our city. These 
lands were parceled out by mutual understanding between 
the six purchasers respectively. My portion fell upon the 
west half of the east half of section 22, where I have lived 
with but little change ever since. 

The parties who sold in this transaction were Robert J. 
Cross and Wm. H. Cross, his brother, Alien Tibbits, Joseph 
Hanchett, and Peter Martin. The conveyances were all 
elieve, in the first week of June, 1835. 



The parties on both sides in this niriter, except i 
were men of more than ordinary ability and s 
financially, and it would have been a paper of much interest 
to-day, had a journal of all that passed between the parties 
before the negotiations were completed been kept and 
handed down to the present generation. Mr. Fiske, L. P. 
Crippen, and P. H. Crippen, his brother, made arrange- 
ments to take possession immediately, wbile Mr. Bradley 
Crippen, Mr. Smitb, and myself returned East, intending 
to remove with our families in the fall. 

On our return to Coldwater, we started the 8th of Sep- 
tember, and arrived at our destination the 24th day of that 
month, passing through Canada on our route, having sent 
all our heavy goods by way of the Erie Canal and the Lake 
to Detroit. 

Early in the season of 1836 a partnership was formed, 
consisting of Francis Smith, Thomas Dougherty, and my- 
self, with a view of building both a saw-mill and a flouring- 
mill, at the west end of what is now Pearl Street, in our city. 

Work on the saw-mill was begun the same season, by a 
Mr Worden, of the State of New York, and was finished 
somL time in the fall. The flouring-mili was commenced 
quite early in the spring of 1837, and completed early in 
th following winter. The late Samuel Ethridge, well 
kn wn to all our citizens, served us as chief engineer, arcbi- 
tLct and builder. 

Both of these structures were built in what was then the 
modem style, and were calculated to be of great value to 
the public, as well as to the proprietors. 

Twenty years or more afterwards these mills were con- 
sumed hy fire, after having changed hands several times. 
The flouring-mill, occupying the place of the original one, 
and now owned by W. A. Coombs, was built by L. D. 
Crippen and Rathbun Aldcn, but not until some years bad 
elapsed. 

It was during the second term of Jackson's administra- 
tion that we bought a home in Coldwater, at a time wben 
the Democratic party had become exceedingly popular and 
strong. 

The population fiowing into Michigan that year and the 
following one, having been mainly from the State of New 
York, consisted very generally of men belonging to the 
Democratic, or Jacksonian party. 

This was especially true of Branch County. What few 
belonged to the opposite party on our arrival were soon 
largely outnumbered, and the principle that the spoils of 
office belonged exclusively to the party in power had come 
to be rigidly believed in, and enforced on every occasion. 

Although I never preferred to hold a public office of any 
kind, or take a very prominent part in politics, it was 
deemed by my political friends to be necessary for me to 
share a part of the spoils. This was owing in some measure 
to the great profusion of offices to be filled immediately after 
Michigan was made a State, and to the sparseness of the 
population at that period. 

I was first made elcrk of the township of Coldwater. 
That was at the spring election of 1836, and at the Novem- 
ber election succeeding I was appointed an associate judge, 
having for my chum in office the late Hon. Chester Ham- 
mond, of Union City. 
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Tbe first term of the Circuit Court in Branch County. 
was held at the village of Branch, nhich continued for a 
time to he the county-seat. Here Judge Epaphroditua 
Rauaom, who was soon afterwards elected Governor of our 

a school-house, standing then on 
a delightful eminence some twenty rods west from the old 
hotel, where all received their rations, and where Judge 
Ransom lodged while he stayed. The judge was a man of 
a dignified appearance, and of an affable turn. He was 
from Vermont, having removed to Michigan while it was 
yet a Territory, settling at Kalamazoo. 

But the people of Branch County, like all other new 
communities where the population is sparse and the country 
unimproved, were unfortunate ; they could not boast of a 
solitary lawyer, while parties in litigation were driven to 
import that article from a distance in order to maintain ap- 
pearances, if from no other motive. 

Howe, from Lima, Indiana, another lawyer from Jackson, 
and the indomitable little man, Columbia Lancaster, of Cen- 
treville, put in their appearance at this first session of the 
Circuit Court. 

After Coldwater became the county-seat, courts were con- 
ducted in a rickety old building that stood where the brick 
residence of the late Dr. J. H. Beach is now seen. By 
that time, however, the Hon. Alpheus Felch had become 
presiding judge. 

Daring the Harrison campaign this old building received 
the name of " Coon Pen." It was well entitled to this 
name, and bore it long after it was given up for court pur- 
poses. Lawyer Van Arman, who has since become a noted 
criminal lawyer, now living in Chicago, Abner Pratt, Gov, 
Gordon (all these of Marshall), and John Chtpman, of 
Niles, — familiarly known as " Black Chip," from the dark 
color of Ilia skin,— ail of these were at one time to be seen 
in court at the Coon Pen. 

The nest office that fell to my lot was that of judge of 
Probate, to fill the unexpired term of K. A. Warner, who 
had hcen elected a State senator. I was notified of my 
election by H. B. Stiliman, then county clerk, Jan. 20, 
1842. My time expired in January, 1845. I think that 
Peter Martin, already mentioned, was the first one to fill 
this office after the county was regularly oiganisied. He 
bore that title, I know, at tlie time we came here on our 
first tour. He was succeeded by Martin Olda, of the town- 
ship of Batavia. Mr. Olds hore other offices in his day 
with much credit to himself and the county. Grand juries 
were required in those days, and I remember that he waa 
appointed foreman of the grand jury at the first session 
of the Circuit Court for the county after the adoption of 
the Slate constitution. E. A. Warner, before named, suc- 
ceeded Judge Olds, I think. 

At the November election, 1845, I was chosen to repre- 
sent our county in the Legislature by a small majority over 
another Democrat, who had received a regular nomination, 
I believe, at a eaucus some time before the election. I re- 
ceived notice of this election from C. P. Benton, county 
clerk, dated Nov. 13, 1845. 

But I shall find it pleasant here to refer again to my first 
visit to Coldwater. I remember that I lodged at the house 



of Joseph Hanchett the first night of our stay. He had 
built a comfortable log house, which stood just across the 
alley passing the north end of E. R, Clarke's drug-store. 
Mr. Hanchett had a well a few feet from the east side of 
his house (which was then the front side) that furnished 
the coolest and purest water that we had met with anywhere 
on our journey. Indeed, our town might justly have de- 
rived its name from the fact, that at nearly every point 
within the corporation water of the same excellent quality 
may always be obtained at but little expense. 

My bed-fellow was James, a son of Mr. H., a precocious 
lad, then of some eighteen years. He afterwards became 
known as a genial and very active business man in our 
midst, staying here a number of years. 

His forte lay principally in originating large structures 
to be used for hotels and the like, fondly anticipating that 
they would be in immediate demand from the rapid growth 
of our population and an increase in travel. But his am- 
bition soon carried him far ahead of the age. It had be- 
come a disorder with him, contracted perhaps in his youth, 
a few years before, when the effects of the wild-cat plague 
bore so heavily everywhere on the business and morals of 
the community. He went to Wisconsin many yeais ago, to 
remember only with rt^ret, perhaps, the visionary schemes 
of his younger days. Of the capacious structures he built 
there is not one now left. They were too balloon-like and 
subject to fire, which in those times was an element of 
progress and improvement that always lingered suspiciously 
around any premises of that character. The log dwelling 
built and occupied by his father survived them all for 
many years, but waa at length nearly consumed by fire. 
Scores of lasting memorials, however, were snatched from 
its ruins. From some of the logs only partially consumed 
a large number of nice canes were made by our indefatiga- 
ble and public-spirited citizen Dr. I. P. Alger, and dis- 
tributed by him among many of the pioneew that were 
then living. 

The writer was presented with one of these, which he 
wished to be preserved as an heir-loom in his family, taken 
perhaps from the identical timber upon which he rested the 
first night after a tedious journey of some five hundred 
miles, and from the walls of a tenement where after his 
arrival here he took his first repast. The house stood also 
in the near vicinity of a spot destined to be his own future 
home perhaps as long as he lived. Many reminiscences of 
much more value than these I have mentioned will, I trust, 
be furnished by other pens much better qualified to make 
the pages of your book interesting to the reader. 

Being unwilling to exceed my proper limits, I must defer 
at this point. 

In many, if not indeed in all of the advantages which 
our State has conferred upon the people, the citizens of 
Branch County have been sharers. I can by no means 
look at any of ray public acts with half the satisfaction I 
find in thinking of this fact. That these advantages have 
been duly appreciated is attested by what may now be seen 
on every side. But if for no other reason I can boast at 
all, I find not a little pleasure when I remember the honor 
my fellow-citizens bestowed on me by placing r 
list with others who were the first oi 
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official place among them after the Territory of Michigan 
had asaunied the dignitj of a State. 
Youra truly, 



Wm. 



. SrRAGUE. 



LORENZO D. CEIPPEN 
was one of the earliest settlers in Coldwater. He eame in 
the spring of 1835. Adopting this as hia future home, he 
did what he could to build up the town, and all local pub- 
lic enterprises of his day felt the benefit of his capital and 
the influence of his advice. He was born in Fairfield, 
Herkimer, Co., N. Y., Aug. 29, 1806. Son of Bradley 
and Esther Crippen, who came to Coldwater Id the fall of 
1835. The Crippen family were an important accession to 
Coldwater. Possessed of considerable means, they purchased 
a iai^e tract of land adjoining the public park and court- 
house. 

Lorenzo D. Cr pp be g b m 

gained a proraini tdfl tlpti hffrsf 

the county. He ly d th m lb 

was interested i h fi t f te h !y 11 
When the tide of m t ^m d m w k 

sitnations, Mr. C ppe Id fi d ] h pi f h m 

Whether it was f d y w k t bl h 

portant business — I ea th co ty t Id 

depot, or any impo t p bl p — q 

gacious ind prompt t p Iw y f d p 

in him. He wj m ed D 13 IS 7 M ss R tl H 
Haynes daughte fJin d\b IHy tmly 

of Highland, on th H d Th y m d M oe 

Co., N. Y., in 18 5 wh th y d 1 tl p 

of 1836, when tlymtoCld dseUd h 

farm now the ho f th so H rv y H y es 

Politicaiiy, M C ppe w D m n 1 

belief a Spiritualist 11 1 h co b ted t th 
tiou of all churches in Coldwater in his day. lie died 
April 20, 1864, leaving a wife and three children,— James 
B., who died October, 186y; Jeanette, who married Gen. 
Clinton B. Fisk, of New York ; and J. D., of Coldwater. 



HON. HARVEY HAYNES. 

Among the pioneers of Branch County who are conspicu- 
ous not only as identified with the early reminiscences of the 
county, but from the fact that by their force of character 
and intelligence they have commanded positions of influence, 
is the name of Hon. Harvey Haynea. The good old county 
of Ulster, in New York State, claims him as her son by 
birth, though Branch Co., Mich., presents a stronger claim 
by adoption. Mr. Haynea was born Jan, 24, 1817, and 
in early life moved to Monroe Co., N. Y., and later, accom- 
panied his father, James Haynes, to Michigan, locating on 
the spot where he now resides, in 1836, In early life he 
studied law, and during the time engaged in teaching ; but 
his tastes having inclined him to Arming pursuits, he has 
always been absorbed in that occupation. 

Many offices of trust in connection with his township 
have been bestowed upon him, he having for twelve years 



held the positions of assessor and supervisor. In 1864 he 
was chosen by his constituents to represent them in the 
Legislature, and this honor was conferred upion him again 
in 1870. During the latter term the bill locating the State 
Public School was passed, and the commissioners appointed 
to choose a site, determined upon Coldwater as the favored 
spot. Mr. Haynes took an active interest in the project, his 
position as chairman of the State Prison Committee aflbrd- 
ing him an opportunity of exercising a considerable influ- 
ence in the matter. The land on which the buildings are 
located was purchased of him, and adjoins his re^dence. 
He is also secretary of the Branch County Pioneer Society, 
an important organization in the county. 

Mr. Haynes was married, March 4, 1840, to Etisa, 
daughter of l)r. Hiram Alden, one of the earliest repre- 
to the State Legislature, and State railroad com- 
at the time of his decease, in 1838. 



HARVEY WAKNER, ESQ. * 
f the very oldest of the pioneers of Branch County, was 
bo t Glen's Fulls, Warren Co., N. Y., April 5, 1809. 
I lbl8 the family left that county and settled in the 
t w f Penfteld, Monroe Co., in the same State, soon after 
wl I the father died, leaving the family in rather limited 
mstances. By this event Harvey was under the 

ecess ty of looking after his own fortune. Obtaining such 
1 m ed education as he was able ho went at an early age 
tin the carpenter and joiner trade and made such 
p fi ncy that at tht a^e of twenty he was a master 
w k in Thero was much talk at that time about the 
M higan Teriitory and tht yiung man seizing the idea 

f m grating to the wdds ot the Territorj, accordingly, 
J ly 12, 1830, found his feet treading the Indian trails of 
h t ture homo. 

I as then that he began to fully realize that life is 
an active and earnest warfare. Stopping a short lime in 
Tecumseh, then a mere hamlet, he pressed on the following 
winter to this beautiful valley, where he resolved to slop 
and commence life's work in earnest, and has lived in Cold- 
water township ever since, being the oldest inhabitant in 
the township. His services as a mechanic were soon 
brought into requisition, and he had the pleasure of erect- 
ing the first frame dwelling-house, as well as the first frame 
store, ever erected in Coldwater. A few years later he erec- 
ted the Methodist Episcopal church in Coldwater, which 
was the first and only church in the county for several 

At early morn and dewy eve the sound of his hammer 
was heard, intermingled with the sounds of his cheery 
laugh and jocund voice. But official positions were to be 
filled, and the young mechanic was soon fiiVOTed with posts 
of honor and responsibility. He was the first postmaster in 
the township, having received his commission in January, 
1832, and served in that capacity a number of years. In 
1834, while Michigan was yet a Territory, he was commis- 
sioned ajusticeofthe peace by the Governor and Le^slative 
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Council. After Michigan became a State, the people eleot«d 
bim to tbc same importaut position, which he continued to 
hold for twentj-four jears, and during all this time he was 
emphatically a man of peace. In only one instance did he 
deviate from the golden rule, and we hope to be pardoned 
for referring to it. In the early settlement of one of the 
towns of the county there was a small ehureli 
but there was no place to hold the 
very rude log school -house, and on 
held the key, fully determined that this small Christian 
band should not occupy the tjame. 

In this dilemma good Deacon H. sought the advice of 
the young justice of the peace. His Honor refused to give 
advice (which was very proper), but, with a twinkle of his 
eye, said, " The members of your church and society own 
by fiir the lai^er part of that log house, and i/ 1 were in 
your 'place I would go on Sunday morning nest and ask 
the director respectfully for the key ; if he refuses to give 



tice, when he repeated to them the conversation he had with 
the good deacon the previous week. This so oveijoyed the 
attorney that his sides fairly shook with lau he wh le he 
district officer took his hat and sullenly lef he office a 
wiser, if not a better, man. This is the o ly t me the Es 
quire was ever known to disregard the beaut tul ay n 
1 the peace-maker 



In 1848, Mr. War 
the county ; he 
eight years of S' 
after the business with u 
I delegate 



elected judge of p obate tor 
re-elected in 1851 a d du ng 1 s 
I that capacity no na ver ! oked 
lore fidelity. He was also elected 
and Branch Counties to a conven- 
tion held in September, 1836, to take into consideration the 
propriety of our admission as a State by relinquishing our 
claim to the " disputed tract," upon which Toledo is situ- 
ated. He has also held the position of president of the 
village board before the town put on city airs. He is now, 
at the age of seventy, living on his beautiful farm, one mile 




HARVEY WARNER, ESQ. 

it up, I would get several members of the church, and, with 
a good oaken rail, I would batter the door off Its hinges and 
hold meetings as usual." No further suggestions were ne- 
cessary, for the good deacon was of the Cromwell stripe, who 
put their trust in Ged, but kept their powder dry. The 
next day the house was filled with ardent worshipers, and 
few meetings were ever held by the little church, we will 
venture to say, where each could sing, with more Christian 
devotion, — 

, " Shall we gather at ths river," etc 

Early on the following morning the district officer hast- 
ened to the village of Coldwater, soi^ht the prosecuting 
attorney (the late Governor Coe), and the twain started for 
Esquire Warner's office, who, by the way, was anticipating 
a call from the liti^ous gentlemen, and was fully prepared 
for the emei^^ency. After the usual salutation 
that had brought them to the office was laid before the ji 



lai^lyin the cultivation of fruit, 
of the Branch County Pioneer 
In 1831 he married Miss Henrietta Anderson, 
one of those noble pioneer wives whose words of cheer and 
comfort often gladdened the hearts of their sufiering neigh- 
bors. They have had sis children, five of whom are now 
living. They have fourteen grandchildren and eight great- 
grandchildren. Their eldest daughter, Mrs. P. P. Wright, 
of New Jersey, was born May 25, 1832, and is the oldest 
living white child ever born in Coldwater. When this 
child was but a few days old the father, with nearly all 
others who were old enough to bear arms, was summoned 
to the field in what was known as " Black Hawk's" war, 
leaving the women and children of the settlement to the 
tender mercies of the red man. 

This aged couple are now enjoying good health, Mrs, 
Warner doing the entire work of the housAoldj-x j-x^-^ | r> 
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JAMES M. LONG, M.D., 
was born io the citj of New York, Nov. 14, 1828, of Eng- 
lish and Scotch-Irish parents. His grandfather, on his 
father's side, was a ship-owner and shipping merchant, and 
possessed of large landed esiates His father and two 
brothers (of his fatherj entered college and graduated as 
physicians ■ind suri^enns One of the brothers settled in 
London, the other id Liverpool, England, in the practice of 
their chosen profession, but his faiher settled in New York 
City, 111 (.harge of the lat^e 'hipping interests of the firm. 




In the year 1833, at the age uf five years h accompanied 
his mother on a visit to hia sjrandfather at I iverpool 
- whore he remained for twi years On tht death of his 
father he with his mother, returned to New lork ■ind in 
1837, on he le. 1 f h mother, he was left in care t f an 
uncle, and n h same y -ar removed to Windsor Vt At 
the age of s z n h chosen medicine as a profession 

he entered h 11 Woodstock, Vt., gradudtinj, in 

1850, and ma d h s present wife, Mary J Emerson jt 
Keene, N. H., Nov. 27, 1851, locating in the practice of his 
profesMon in the city of New York. With a view of gaining 
a more perfect knowledge of snidery and ita practice he 
matriculated in the Fourteenth Street Medical University, 
and also became a private student of the late Dr. Valentine 
Mott, attending two full courses of lectures, with free access 
to the hospitals. Continuing in the practice of his profes- 
sion, in the year 1857 he suffered severe losses by fire, and 
having about that time become interested in the West, 
removed to Detroit. His attention was drawn to homiB- 
opathy, and he became so strongly impressed in its favor that 
he became associated with Dr. Day, a homteopathic physi- 
cian of considerable note, placing his knowledge and experi- 
ence in surgery against Dr. Day's knowledge and practice 
of homteupathy. This partnership proved both pleasant and 
profitable, but, being discontinued, he was induced to take 
the practice in Coldwatcr vacated by Dr. White, and in the 
21 



year 1861 removed to Coldwater, where he has since con- 
tinued in active practice. Having been thoroughly pre- 
pared in the schools of medicine and sui^ery, endowed by 
the Creator with an active, well-balanced menial capacity, 
which is constantly gathering strength by daily experience, 
enabling him to render that enlightened and mature judg- 
ment so essential at the bedside of the sick, together with 
an ardent love for, and untiring devotion to, his chosen pro- 
fession, has early placed him in high esteem with the people. 
His practice has been lat^e and varied. Frequent have 
been the calls from professional brethren for counsel, or 
from the sick for his services, in neighboring towns or dis- 
tant cities. He is largely known and highly esteemed by 
leading men in his school of practice in and out of the 
State. 

As a citizen, he is ever solicitous for the public health, 
having served many years as a member of the city board of 
health, and ready to lend a helping hand, by material or 
person il aid, to every good enterprise calculated to benefit 
othtrs or improve the city. 



VNDItEW R. PARItlSir, 
thi, ubiett of tl is ftktt«h wa boin Sept 15 1834 in the 
lowi fMendin Monroe Co N Y In 18^6 his father 
\=i Pariish moved with I is fan !j tf whit is now Cold 
iltr ind WIS amoi^ the eirly settlers of that beautiiul 
1 ttL city litre Blr V rrish ^tlw to manhood receiving 
such education as could be cbfained it that eaily day He 
early showed a nituril ability is a mechanic and he set 
Inni^elf to work to make himself a mister of tl e trido he 
had chosen So well did he apply himself that he is now 
one of the best macl misls and mechanicil engineers to be 
found in our btate When the Kock Island and Illinois 
Ccntnl Rdilroids were built he was employed by those 
companies and wis connected with the civil engineers in 
the construction and builling of the same Soon after 
the completion of these roads he was for six years a marine 
engineer He is now and has been for ten years master 
foremin ot the locomotive department of the Kalamazoo 
division of the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Rail 
road located it \\ hite Pigeon in this btate which position 
h falls with marked ability For many years Mr Parnsh 
has been a member of the Masonic order, and is now hold- 
ing the office of Junior Warden in Jacob's Commandery 
of Knights Templar, held at Coldwatcr, For his first wife 
he married Miss Sarah B. Hale, daughter of Andrew Hale, 
She was born in New York, Sept. 22, 1833, and died Sept. 
12, 1859. Their union was blessed with one child, Nellie 
E., who was born Nov. 25, 1858. On the 16th day of 
January, 1861, Mr. Parrish was again married; his choice 
being Miss Sarah A. Whitcomb, daughter of S. H. Whit- 
comb, one of the eariy settlers of Coldwater, Miss Whit- 
comb was bom in Vermont, Jan. 3, 1834. To Mr, Parrish 
and his second wife there has been bom eight children, as 
follows; Asa L., born Feb. 13, 1862 ; Junior, born Sept. 
10, 1864 ; Eda A., bom April 19, 1867 ; Laura D., born 
July 21, 1869; Tessy G., born Feb. 2, 1871; K. Otis, 
born Oct, 26, 1872; Ida Bell, born March 11, 1874; 



and Mer. C, bom May 10, 1876. Mr. Parr^ and^uUy I p. 1i i 



I los-od by V^ji. 
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now rewde at White Pigeon, where liis duties demand liis 
presence. But he still looks with pride and affection upon 
Branch County, the home of his childhood and young man- 
hood. In polities Mr. Parriah is an ardent Republican. 



ASA PARIUSH 
was born at Mendon, N. Y., March 4 1811 son tf \h un 
Parrish, who raised a family of twel\e chddren Aaa 
Parrish was married, in 1832, to Ann Biliza bprague sister 
of Dr. William B. Sprague, one of the early settlers of 
Coldwater. She died, Aug. 27, lb37 leaving two sons — 
Andrew, who resides at White Pigeon St Joseph Co and 
Abram, who died in 1844 when eight yeir« of age Mr 
Parrish was married, Jan, 1, 1831 fo Ljis J Grilbert 
sister of William 8. Gilbert. She cami, to Coldw iter May 
1838, and kept house for her brother who mimed Mr 
Parrish's sister at the same time and place Mr Parrish 
and his wife were members of the churcli in Ntw York and 
upon the organization of the Methodist Epi^top J Church 
of Coldwater united with that body where they became 
active and consistent members. He wi^ a class leader foi 
many years. To them were bom four children three daugh 
ters and one son. Lois E., wife of J Mussell White of 
Chicago, is the only one now living. 

Mr. Parrish came to Coldwater in 1836, and in the fall 
of that year contracted with Dougherty, Sprague & Co. to 
run a saw-mil! they had just completed. Here he worked 
for a year or two. The demand for a furnace here was 
great ; there were no plows made at that time nearer than 
Ypsilanti. Mr. Parrish built the first furnaie in Brinch 
County ; with his limited means it was a 1 irge under 
taking. Soon L. D. Crippin took ■ an interest with him 
A few years later he built a steam flouring mill with four 
run of stone. When the Michigan Southern Railroad wis 
being built, he took contracts for building most of their 
important bridges, and also for the Michigan Central roid 
including the pile-bridge at the grand crosbing ten miles 
east of Chicago, which is three and three-fourths miles lon^ 
From this time Mr, Parrish's health gradually gave way, 
and he died Nov. 18, 1855. He was in politics a Whig, 
and strongly favored the abolition of slavery. 



LORENZO D. IIALSTED. 

One of the successful business men of this county, Lo- 
renzo D. Halsted, was born July 12, 1820, in Tompkins 
Co., N. Y. When Lorenzo was but five years old his 
mother died, and the family was practically broken up. 

At the age of ten years he went to reside with an uncle 
in Chemung Co., N. Y., and there at that early age was 
required to learn the tailor's trade, at which he worked 
diligently until he was a little past sisteon years of age, 
during which time he acquired a fair knowledge of the 



His undo was so exacting with him that he resolved to 
leave and " paddle his own canoe." With just five dollars 
in his pocket, which he had earned by working over-hours 
at night, he took leave of hia uncle, and wended his way 



to Albany, where he supposed he had a brother living. 
Arriving in the strange city, and not finding his brother, as 
he fondly hoped, and his money growing beautifully leas, 
and too rapidly to suit his boyish ideas of economy, he re- 
solved to enlist in the navy, a recruiting-office for that arm 
of the government service having been established near by. 




L. D. HALSTED. 

A\ hen the rLLruifinj, officer applied the Standard, it was 
found that the y un^ tailor wanted about two inches of 
re'iLhinp, the re((uired iltitude Where there is a will 
there is i way Remembering that he had a sister in Cold- 
water Mich then a wild wilderness country, he turned his 
llueo in that direction By driving a horse on the tow-path 
ot thp Lne Canal and thereby working his passage, he 
WIS enabled to reach Buffalo without further depleting his 

Upon arriving in that city he boarded a steamboat, and 
by doing odd jobs paid his way to Detroit. 

When he reached that city, he came across a teamster 
who lived near Coldwater, and by keeping him company, 
walking most of the way, he reached the little inland 
village Sept. 10, 1836, with a thimble and one lone dol- 
lar in his pocket. Soon after his arrival he commenced 
plying his needle ; but, as the people were poor, and many 
sick, he struggled in the valley of poverty. March 8, 1843, 
he married Miss Laura Lake, who lived about fourteen 
years, when death entered the household and called her 

Dec. 8, 1858, he married Mrs. Loomis, daughter of 
Emerson Marsh, Esq., also a pioneer. About the time of 
his marriage with Miss Lake he established in a small way 
a ready-made clothing-store, and was thereby the pioneer in 
that branch of trade. By strict attention to business, 
coupled with industry and economy, he was soon on the 



For twelve years he has added each year a 
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to hia possesaious, taking Ina Dit profits only from his ex 
tensive trade. To his laige clothnig business he has en 
gaged extensively in the manuFietuTe of furs with eminent 
success, thus showing whit m'ij be done fiom small b^in 
ninga bj industry, subnetj, and economy Who thit h'ls 



never attended school since he was eight years old oould do 
better? 

By hia latter marriage he has had two children, — a son 
and a daughter ; the former of whom died when about two 
jeirs old; the latter, a young lady, Miss Laura Halsted. 




LUKL II 



LUKE IL WIIITCOMB 
was born Feb. 6, 1808. He is the son of Zachiua Whit- 
comb, of Brandon, Vt., who died there Feb. 25, 1830, 
leaving six children,— three sons and three daughters. The 
subject of this sketch began to learn the cabinet business 
when nineteen years of age. When he was twenty-two he 
commenced business for himself, at Brandon. Was married. 
May 26, 1831, to Miss Abigail McConnell, daughter of 
John McConnell, of Rutland, Vt. In July, 1836, Mr. 
Whitcomb came to Coldwater, where he worked at his trade 
a short time, then commenced for himself, making sash and 
doors. William S. Gilbert soon arrived fi'om Brandon, and 
they united their interests and added the manufacture of 
furniture to the small business just started by Mr. Whit> 
comb. The firm of Whitcomb & Gilbert continued some 
tvfelve years, and became an important industry in Branch 
County. Since that time Mr. Whitcomb has continued in 
the manufacturing business. 

Mr. Whitcomb came to Coldwater some two years before 
he brought his family ; meantime be had built a bouse near 
where they now live. Here they commenced pioneer house- 
keeping, but soon sickness entered their new home, and for 
several months they and their children were all aiok, more 
or less ; but all recovered, and in after-years three other 
children were born to them, being six in a]!, — three sons and 
three daughters. Marian B. married Geoi^e Hawley, a 
farmer in Kansas ; Sarah A. married Andrew Parrish, son 
of Asa Parrish, a prominent pioneer of Coldwater ; William 
W. died April 28, 1862; Laura M. died Nov. 20, 1856; 



/il%^^ 



MR? L II WHITCOMB 

Kdwin P mimed Melissj, Piiker, Mercelles L married 
Augustus Gilmore Mr and Mrs Whitcomb united with 
the Congregational Church at Brandon, and transferred 
their membership to the Presbyterian Church of Coldwater. 
They have always (akcn a deep interest in church matters. 
Mr. Whitcomb taught the first singing-school in Branch 
County, and for ton years was chorister in the Methodist 
church at Coldwater. 



WILLIAM S. GILBERT 
is one of the pioneers who have witnessed the tranforma- 
tion of the primeval forest into cultivated fields, and the 
growth of the city of Coldwater from a small hamlet. He 
was born in Warren, Vt., Nov. 23, 1809. When eighteen 
years of age he went to learn the carpenter and joiner 
trade, and followed that calling in his native town until 
1836, when he emigrated West. He worked on what is 
now the International Hotel at Niagara Falls for a time, 
and arrived at Coldwater Sept. 11, 1836. Here he formed 
a copartnership with L. H. Whitcomb for the manufacture 
of sash, doors, and furniture. This association was con- 
tinued some twelve years. In 1850 he engaged with Asa 
Parrish in the construction of railroad-bridges, and contin- 
ued in that occupation some four years, during which time 
they built several of the most important bridges for the 
Michigan Southern and the Michigan Central Bailroads. 
In 1854 he purchased a farm three_mi]es tfom tO»H,Tf^|ir> 
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he carried on for seven years. Preferring nieclianical work 
to tie arduous labor of the farm, he returned to Coldwater 
and engaged in building houses for himself, erecting one 
each season for six conaeeutivo seasons. 




She departed this life Dec. 10, 1878, leaving one son, Ed- 
ward v., who resides at Coldwater, having buried a daugh- 
ter in 1856. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert united with the Methodist Epis- 




WILLIAM S. GILBERT. 

Mr. Gilbert was married, Jan. 1, 1839, at Bronson, Mich., 
to Miss Hannah Parrish, sister of Asa Parrish, who was 
married at the same time and place to Lois E , sister of Mr. 
Gilbert, Mrs. Gilbert was the daughter of Abram Parrish, 
of Mendon, N. Y., where she was bom, Sept. 20, 1816. 



copal Church in 1840, and soon took a promineut position 
in that body. Mr. Gilbert has been a class-leader for many 
years In social relations he is genial and companionable ; 
in business matters prompt and reliable ; as a citizen, re- 
spected and influential. 




Ptoto bj Jw. Tripp, Coldwatar. 

JOHN ALLEN 

was born April 29, 1801, at Sudbury, Vt. He lived with 
bis parents until he was twenty-one years of age. When 
he was twenty-two he married Miranda Kelsey, who died 
in 1825, leaving two children, — John E., who is a farmer 



in Coldwater, and Miranda C, who married Wallace M. 
Youngs. She died in 1851. Mr. Allen was married, in 
1826, to Ester Blaekmer, of Brandon, Vt., with whom he 
Uved for nearly forty years. She departed this life March 
25, 1866. Mr. Allen was married, Dec. 3, 1866, to Mrs. 
Britanna I'hetteplace, formerly Miss Jackson, of Otsego, 
N. Y., she and her former husband having emigrated to 
Coldwater in 1 836, where he died in 1863. 

In 1831i, Mr. Allen left his native town, and moved to 
Orleans Co., N. Y,, where he purchased a farm and re- 
mained eleven years, when he sold out and came to Cold- 
water with his wife and ten children, arriving here Sept. 
27, 1843, and purchased one hundred acres of land, which 
included the present site of the Michigan Southern Railroad 
Depot grounds. When the depot was located, Mr. Allen 
sold out, September, 1855, and purchased the farm where 
he now resides. 

Farming has been the business of his life, and blooded 
stock his specialty. This he has exhibited at the Slate 
fairs some twenty years, and always secured premiums 
on his Devon cattle. He has been an active man in the 
County Agricultural Society, and is now president of the 
Branch County Insurance Company. In business matters 
he is prompt and reliable ; as a ci^zen, teepectedi aijd 
influential. I lo^'^d by V^OOQ IC 
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liidies Laving been sisters 
the firat liouse ever buiit oi 
a rough log cabin of two re 
them, which was roofed ov< 
in June they opened a gra 



The townsliip of Coldwater derives its chief interest from 
the city of Coldwater, which is located very nearly at its 
central point. Thus the early histoiy of the city is in a 
measure repeated in a review of the township history, the 
same parties having been identified with both oi^anizationa 
and having been also active Bpirils in the growth and enter- 
prise of the one as of the other. 

We find that Abram F. Bolton and John Morse, who 
were with one exception the earliest settlers in tlio village 
of Coldwater, were also the early pioneers in the township. 
Col, Bolton purchased a tract of land, in 1829, on the east 
side of the Coldwater River, where the Chicagoroad crosses 
it, and now eompriaed within the city limits. A year later 
he came to the township, but did not locate on his purchase, 
choosing another tract, on the east part of section 2i 
With him came his wife and John Morse and wife, the 
. On this location they erected 
a the Coldwater Prairie It was 
lonis, with an open spai e between 
!r and afterward inclosed Here 
i,nd hotel, and it was indeed a very 
attractive resting-place to the weary traveler on the Chicago 
trail. There waa at this time no house west of Reed's, at 
Marble Spring, ten miles east, and Bronson's, ten miles 
west. Here Bolton and Morse kept a house as celebrated 
on the Chicago trail as is the Palmer or the Grand Pacific 
in Chicago, a place where the worn and tired emigrant or 
land-hunter was certain to find a tempting repast and a most 
comfortable resting-place, accompanied always with a cordial 
greeting. In the spring of 1831, Col, Bolton removed with 
his family to his first purchase, ajid left Mr. Morse and 
family upon the prairie home. 

Throughout 1831 there was much travel on the Chicago 
trail or road, as it began to be called by emigrants to the 
Western prairies and land-seekers, and in June of tliat year 
a land-office was established at White Pigeon by die govern- 
ment. In 1830 a daughter was born in the family of Mr. 
and Mrs. Morse, whom they christened Henrietta, and who 
was the first white child of any settled resident in the town 
ship. A Welsh femily nimed Bonner hid remained foi a 
brief time in the Indian village on the east end of the 
prairie, and while there a child was born but this familj 
were not regarded as settlers having soon after left the 



neighborhood. Mr. and Mrs. Morse were universal favor- 
ites with the travelers in this new country, for mine host 
was a man of most genial character, and could readily fur- 
nish an inspiring melody upon the clarionet, while his ex- 
cellent wife broiled the venison and supplied from her scanty 
store such a repast as would tempt the palate of an epicure. 
She had also the especial merit of getting it up quiek. Tbia 
famous host, finding a more favorable location desirable, 
finally purchased the ground now covered by the present 
Oriental Hotel in the city of Coldwater, and erected upon 
it a building which was for many years the most famous 
place of entertainment in the vicinity. 

Asearly aal831, Masonville, on the Coldwater Biver, and 
now embraced within the city limits, waa the point at which 
all the business enterprise and most of the emigration cen- 
tred. James B. Stuart and Eoland Root were then actively 
engaged in trade, much of their traffic having been with 
the neighboring Indians. The preceding year a commission 
was appointed by the Governor and Legislative Council, con- 
sisting of Musgrove Evans, of Tecumseh, Reuben Pierce, 
of Clinton, and James Olds, of Jonesville, to locate a 
county-seat. Masonville seemed for a brief time destined 
to bear away the laurels, and the officials did indeed claim 
that the mandates of justice should be issued from within 
her boundaries ; but in their zeal to complete their labors 
the worthy members of the commission had foi^tten to 
take the official oath, and their action was thus rendered 
void. A protest arose from the eastern part of the county, 
and a petition for a new commission was presented, which 
filially occasioned the removal of the county-seat to Branch, 
where it was ultimately established in 1832. With a site 
at once picturesque and possessing superior advantages of 
location, there were many indications that it would become 
not only the legislative seat but the centre of the commer- 
cial interests of the county, had not some slight circum- 
stances influenced its destiny and consigned it to n condi- 
tion of obscurity from which no future enterprise will ever 
rescue it. 

In the year 1832, Klisha Warren came with his family 
to the township and located at Branch, erecting a small 
dwelling. Soon at^r he brought from the East a limited 
stock of goods and opened a store in his house. The fol- 
lowing year the county treasurer, Seth Dunham, moved |t^ 
165 
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the settlement, having previously located at the mills known 
aa the Poeahontas Mills. At this time Elisha Warren, Seth 
Dunham, and Harvey Warner, with their families, were the 
only residents of the hamlet. 

E. T. Paxton came in 1833 and established a small store, 
keeping such a limited supply as would satisfy the demands 
of the meagre population. The postmaster at this time 
was Harvey Warner, who at first settled at the river, but 
finally removed to Branch when the office was established 

In the year 1835 emigration greatly increased, and Branch 
became for the time being a centre of trade. Among the 
new residents were Joel Burlingame, David Pond, Charles 
P. West, and Louis Pollay. Kobert and William Lind came 
at the same time and established a distillery. There being 
need of educational facilities for the younger and growing 
population, a school-house was built and the services of a 
teacher procured. Several mechanics and tradesmen were 
induced by the flattering future which was predicted for 
the new settlement to cast their fortunes with the pioneers, 
and for a time their hands were kept busily occupied. No 
church had been built, service having been conducted in 
the school-house. The brief career of this little village 
was soon ended, a decree of the Legislature having fixed the 
county-seat at Coldwater, as more fully stated in the city 
history. In 1842 it was officially located there, and Branch 
was doomed to a decline more speedy than its recent growth. 
Many of the buildings which had been so hastily erected 
were as hurriedly dismantled, and the material taken to 
various portions of the neighborhood to do duty in a simi- 
lar capacity. A few scattered houses, a grocery, and the 
vacant field where justice was dispensed fi-om the primitive 
court-house bench, are all that remain of the early county- 
seat of Branch County. 

At the time that Branch was the county-seat, and bade 
fair to be the centre of commercial importance in the county, 
a road was projected and built, running to the hamlet, the 
survey of which we append : 
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"Coldwater, March 29, 1834." 

As the fortunes of the little settlement began to wane, 
anew road was projected, styled the Battle Creek Road. 
Three commissioners were appointed, viz., Matthew Brink, 
Justin Goodwin, and Sands McCamley, to make the survey 
and choose the route. They performed their labors in 
1836, and a road beginning at the southeast corner of 
section 16, and running north and northwest through Cold- 
water, Uirard, and Union, was marked out ; 



This road finally superseded tlie one built fo Branch in 
1834. 

As early as 1836 the township assumed the aspect of 
a wcil-populated district, many of the emigrants from the 
central and western portions of New York State having 
entered lands and made for themselves homes. These 
settlers presented the advantages of the new country in so 
attractive a light to their Eastern friends desirous of moving 
Westward that they speedily followed them and became 
residents of the county. Among these early settlers were 
C. B. Peckham, who came from Cayuga County and lo- 
cated one mile south of the city, Joseph Zeluif also settling 
near him ; James Haynes and his sons, who entered land 
in the north portion of the township ; Hart Warner and 
Wilson J. Cooley, who resided in the western part ; Eiisha 
Warren, who settled in the southwest, as did also John 
Canright and Isaac Middaugh. Rice Arnold, Abram C. 
Fisk, and Detman Tinkham purchased land on the eastern 
side of the township, Lemuel Bingham having located not 
far from them, as did also Christopher Hartsough. Curtis 
Prentice came in 1834 and chose a tract of land lying 
northeast, and James Fisk, Timothy Phelps, Reuben White- 
head, William Seovill, and Kobert Waggott cleared lands 
in the southeastern border. Clark H. Williams, Kimball 
Parish, Daniel N, Wilson, and James B. Wilcox located in 
the south portion of the township. Francis Roberts and 
his two sons, John and Stephen, came and located on the 
southeast portion of what was known as Coldwater Prairie. 
Mr. John Roberts planted the first nursery, and may be 
regai-ded aa the pioneer nurseryman of the county. 

The following entries were made on ground covered by 
the township : 

Loel Crane, 80 acres. May 2, 1836. 
John Dow, 325,^ acres, May 2, 1836. 
John Dow, 81^ acres, Maj 2, 1336. 
Samuel U. Hill, 80 aores. May 2, 183B. 
Samuel H. Hill, 80 seres. May 2, 1836. 
John McMann, 80 acres, Nov. 12, 1B35. 



John 



ov. 12, 1 



William McCarly, 80 acres, Deo. 11, 1835. 
SilftB Crane, 40 acres, jiprll 21, !830. 
SilKB Crane, 40 acres, April 21, 1836. 
John MoMahon, 80 aores, April 28, 1836. 
Ed. H. Maoy, 40 acres, April 29, 1836. 
Ed. H. Macy, 84^^ acres, April 29, 1836, 
H. a. Rice, 40 acres, July IS, 1836. 
Allen tibbets, 80 acres, June 12, 1835. 
Philo Dibble, 164jg5 acres, Sept. 26, 1835. 
Peter Martin, SO aores, Oct. 10, 1835. 
Peter Martin, 80 acres, Nov. 18, 1835. 
Selleek Seymour, 40 acres, Nov. 23, 1835. 
Wm. McCarty, 40 acres, Dec. 11, 1835. 
Margaret Cross, 162^*, acres, March 28, 1836. 
Wm. M. Fuller, 80 acres, June 12, 1836. 
Lorenso D. Crippen and Philo H. Crippen, H 

1835. 
Joseph Tilton, 163^, aores, July 13, 1835. 
Joseph Tilton, 8ft. acres, July 13, 1835. 
Joseph Tilton, 80 acres, July 13, 1835, 
Philo Dibble, 84^ acres. Sept, 25, 1835, 
Joseph Tilton, 86^ iwres, July 13, 1835. 
Relleok Seymour, 1 17^ acres. Nor. 23, 1835, 
Wm. M. Watkios, 863^ acres, Feb. 14, 183T. 
Hiram Donaldson, 82^ Hares, March 9, 1837. 
Lewis Smith, 80 acres, April 13, 183?, 
Wm, W, Tilt"n and Oeorge W. Tilton, 103^A 
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JamBB H. Hanobett, 40 acres, July 13, 1833. 
David St. John, 40 a«rea, SepL 29, 1835. 


Charlotte Smith, 80 aerea, June 12, 1861. 
J. W. Kintien, 40 aorea, Aug. 5, 1851. 




George Hcyden, 40 acres, Feb. 29, 1836. 
George Heyden, 40 acres, Feb. 29, 1836. 
laaae Barn hart, Jr., 81^ aorea, March 28, 1836. 
Mablon Bamhart, 80 acres, July 16, 1836. 
Thos. Dongharty, 80 aorea, Nov. IT, 183S. 


C. S. Tucker, 40 acres, Oct. 30, [851. 

L. T. N. Wilaon and W. M. McCarty, 40 aorea. May 1 

II. Haynes, 40 acres, Dec. 11, !852. 

P. P. Wright, 40 aores, Deo. 24, 1862. 

A. C. Gardner, 40 acres, Jan. 3, 1853. 


, 1852. 


fi. J. Champion, 40 aorea, June 22, 1837. 
Loronio D. Crippen, 40 acres, April 1, 1847. 
Jesse Brooks, 40 acres, June 11, 1335. 


P. P. Wright, 40 acres, Feb. i, 1853. 
W. H. Anderson, 40 aores, Nov. 14, 1863. 
Gillman Davis, 40 acres, Nov. 2, 1853. 




jBBaeBrooka,40acreB,JuneIl, 1836. 
Jease Brooka, 160 aorea, Juno 11, 1835. 
Joseph Giles, 40 acres, June 12, 1835. 
Hamilton Smith, 80 acres, June 16, 1836. 
Jeaae Brooka, 80 aorea, July 16, 183S. 


Gillman Davis, 40 acrea, Nov. 2, 1863. 
Gillman Davis, 40 acres, Nov. 2, 1853. 
Abram F. Bolton, ilBjilj!, aorea, Deo. 21, 1829. 
John West, 46^o», aores, Nov. 6, 1836. 
John Cooley, 80 aotes, Feb. 24, 1834. 




Samuel Brooks, 40 acres, July 15, 1S35. 
Parley Slookwell, 40 acres, Aug. 27, 1835. 


John Cooley, 40 acres, June 16, 1836. 
Joel Woodward, 160 acres, Aug. 15, 1835, 




Wm. H. Croaa, 40 aores, Oet. 22, 1835. 
Edward Campbell, 40 acrea, Oct. 30, 1835. 
Edward Campbell, 40 aorea, Oct. 30, 1835. 
Seymour L. Bingham, 64J acres, July 28, 1835. 
James B. Stewart, iS^^ acres, Aug. 10, 1835. 
Wm. H. Cross, 146,^^ aorea, Oct- 22, 1835. 
Peter Martin, 66^*^ acres, Sov. 18, 1835. 
Jesse Smith, 54^ acres, Feb. 29, 1836. 


William Rood, 80 acres, Oct. 22, 1835. 

Lyman Sherman, 80 acres, Oct. 31, 1835. 

John Weat, 40iacrea, Nov. fl, 1835. 

Hart Warren,'40 aores, Nov. 10, 1836. 

Solomon White, 40 acres, July 18, 1836. 

L. D. and P. H. Crippen, 40 aores, July 18, 1836. 

R. J. Champion, 40 acres. July 7, 1837. 

B. S. Sibley and D. G. Jonea, 80 acrea, Juno 6, 1331. 




Martin Borahart and Benj. H. Smith. 80 acres, Oct. i, is;il. 
Elisba Warren, 80 acres, Oct 8, 1831. 
William Martin, 160 acrea, July 8, 1834. 


Lorenso Pratt, 80 aorea, July 29, 1831. 
Wm. 11. Cross, 80 acres, Aug. 27, 1831. 
Blisba Warren, 80 acres, Oct. 8, 1831. 




William Martin, 40 aorea, July 8, 1B34. 
Peter Martin, 40 acres, Sept. 6, 1834. 
Peter Martin, 40 acres, Oct. 14, 1834. 


Eliaha Warren, 80 aorea, Qot. 8, 1831. 
Harvey Warner, 40 aores, Jan. 7, 1 833. 
Isaac Bowers, 40 acres, Jan. 7, 1833. 




Peter Martin, 40 acrea, June 12, 1835. 
Petor Martin, 80 acres, Oct. 10, 1835. 


Jamea H. Hanohett, 40 acres, Jone 19, 1833. 
Charlea Fletoher, 80 acres, Sept. 5, 1833. 




L. D. Crippen and Philo H. Crippen, 80 acres, Deo. 11, IS35. 
George Hancbett, 40 acres, June 11, 1832. 
Wm. Martin, 40 aeres, July 8, 1834. 


Philip Olmsted, 40 aores, Feb. 24, 1834. 
Isaac Middough, 53^ aerea, Oct. 3, 1S34. 
Oliver Johnson, 98^ aerea, June 3, 1336. 




Chauncey Strong, 80 acres, Aug. 15, 1835. 
L. ». and P. H. Crippen, 80 aoi-ea, Oct. 15, 1836. 
David Haynea, 80 acrea, Sept. 16, 1835. 
Peter Martin, 80 acres, Oct. 10, 1835. 
Hiram Barnes, 160 acres, Nov. 23, 1835. 
Margaret Cross, 80 aorea. May 15, 1834. 
Abram C. Fitk, 40 acres, Sept. 28, 1835. 
Wm. B. Whitehead, 40 aorea, Sept. 28, 1835. 
Petor Martin, 80 acres, Oet. 10, 1836. 
John Pearaali, 40 aores, Oct. 31, 1835. 
Caleb T. Fuller, 80 aores. Nor. 12, 1836. 
Sylveator Smith, 160 aorea, Nov. 12, 1835. 


L. D. and P. H. Crippen, 61^ aorea, July 18, 1835. 

James Rugglea, 100^ acres, Dec 18, 1835. 

Wra. H. Cross, 53^a acres, Jon. 6, 1836. 

Dewilt C. Ranaom, 40 aores, Aug. 8, 1837. 

Joseph Hickos, 80 aores, Ang. 8, 1837. 

John C. Curtia, 40 acres, Aug. 8, 1837. 

P. 11. Crippen, 3;^ acres, Aug. 8, 1837. 

Francis Smith, 80 acres, Deo. 2, 1840. 

Barnabas Wing, 40 aorea, Aug. 27, 1841. 

Sophia Thurber, 33^ acres, Oct. 28, 1842. 

Jesse Mason, 80 acres, June 1, 1844. 




Lyman Chapin and J, L. Eatbbone, 160 acres, Feb. 16, 1S3C. 
Henry Bnell, 40 acres, Feb. 17, 1836. 


G. W. Newcomb, 46^% aorea, Jan. 28, 1847. 
H. F. Babcook, 40 acrea, Aug. 4, 1849. 




Juba Pearsall, 40 oeres, Oct. 31, 1835. 
George Fowler, 160 acres, Nov. 28. 1836. 


H. F. Babcook, 40 acrea, Aug. 13, 1849. 
C. B, Williams, 40 acrea, March 3, 1863. 




Henry Bnell, 80 aotes, Feb. 17, 1836. 
Warren Bill, 80 acres. May 3, 1836. 


Chaa. Sutfin, 40 acres, March 10, 1853. 
Nelson Baker, 40 aorea, Oct. 31, 1853. 




Alanaon Sumner, 160 acres, and Stephen CIt.rk, 80 acres. May 6, 

1836. 
Oliver Miller, 40 aorea. May 11, 1836. 


Enoch Foster, 40 acrea, Nov. 12, 1863. 
Matthew Brink, 48 aerea, April 9, 1835. 
Allen Tibbeta, 40 acrea, June 12, 1836. 




A. J. Look, 40 aorea, Aug. 5, 1851. 
M. SulEn, 40 ttorea, Nov. 20, 1852. 


Henry MoConnell, 40 acres, Oct. 12, 1835. 
Allen Tibbets, 80 acrea, Oet. 22, ]e36. 




Orsamue B. Clark, 40 acres, Jan, 3, 1863. 


Allen Tibbets, 80 acres, Oct. 22, 1835. 




Ira W. Pratt, 10 acres, Jan. 3, 1853. 


Allen Tibbeta, 80 aorea, Oct. 22, 1835. 




Wm. A. Anderaon, 40 acres, Jan. 27, 1863. 


Wm. Johnson, 40 acres, Nov. 6, 1835. 




0. B. Clark, 40 aores, Feb. 11, 1853. 


Abraham Phillips, 80 aores, April 23, 1336. 




J. H. Carooothwick, 40 aorea, March 10, 1853. 


Prinoe Arnold, 160 acres, Nov. 17, 1836. 




Amoa Lock, 40 acres, April 19, 1853. 


Prince Arnold, 40 aorea, Nov. 17, 1836. 




H. Shandtap, 40 acres, Aug. 19, 1853. 
Clidtan B. Fisk, 40 acres, Oct. 15, 1853. 
Perry Smith, 40 acres. Dot- 22, 1853. 


Bioe Arnold, Jr., 40 acrea, Sept. 23, 1835. 
Francis Roberts, 80 acres, Oct. 1.3, 1836. 
Aaroa Packer, 40 aores, Oot, 13, 1835. 




A. A. Catnoothwiofc, 40 acres, Oct. 29, 18S3. 
0. B. Clark, 40 acres, Nov. 2, 1853. 


John Packer, 40 acres, Oct. 13, 1836. 
Allen Tibbets, 40 aores, Oet. 22, 1836. 




8. Wing, 40 acrea, Dec. 31, 1853. 

A. A. Carnoothwick, 40 acres, Jan. 6, 1854. 


Wra. P. ArnoW, 40 aorea, Oct. 29, 1836. 
Reuben Whitehead, 80 acrea, Nov. T, 1835. 




C. B. Fisk, 40 aores, Jan. 23, 1854. 
Justin Prentice, 40 acres, Mardi 26, 1844. 


John G. Warren, 40 acres, Nov. 16, 1835. 

John a. Warren, 40 aorea, Nov. 16, 1835. /'^ 


, 


J. 11. Beach, 80 acres. May 13, 1851. 


Henry MoConnell, 40 aores, Jan. 19, 1836J-,y VJ C 


OQh 
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Henrj MoConnell, 10 aorea, Jan. 19, 183S. 
ThoB. Dougherty, 80 nerea, Maroh fl, 1836. 
ThoB. Dougherty, 40 acres, March 9, 1836. 
Francis Smith, 80 ftores, July 18, lS3i, 
L. D. Cripjien, 80 aj^res, Ang. 16, 1835. 
P. H. Crippen, SO aflree, Aug. 15, 1835. 
Israel Millard, 80 aares, Sept. 28, 1835. 
Israel Millard, 40 aures, Sept. 2S, 1836. 
Parley Stockwoll, 40 acres, Sejit. 28, 1835. 
Darnin LiCtlefield, 40 acres, Oct. 22, 1835. 
Beuhen Whitehead, 40 aores, Nov. V, 1836. 
Parley Slookwell, 40 acres, Nov. 7, 1 835. 
Canfield Fisk, 40 aeres, Nov. 1, 183B. 
James H. Hanchett, 80 ooree, Jan. 6, 1836. 



Hirs 



I Aldeo 



s, Oct. 9 



Bphrnim Preiss, 40 acres, Nov. 18, 1834. 

Parloy Slockwell, 10 acres, June 16, 1835. 

Elisha Jennings, 40 aores, June 24, 13.15. 

Wm. D. Strong, 10 acres, Jnue 24, 1635. 

Elijah Ferguson, 10 acres, June 21, 1835. 

Lucas Withington, 40 ncrss, July 7, 1836. 

Moses Hanks, 40 acres, July 21, 1836. 

John Carnrike, 80 acres, July 22, 1835. 

Francis Smith, 80 aores, Nov. 7, 1835. 

MarouB TerwilligBT, 10 a«res, Deo. 11, 1835. 

Philo H. CHppen, 40 aorea, March 0, 1836. 

Chas. Q. Johnson, 80 acres, Juns 9, 1834. 

Henry Disbrow, 80 acres, June 9, 1834. 

Bbeneier Marsh, 53i^ aores, Nov. 1, 1834. 

Oliver Johnson, 160 acres, June 3, 1836. 

John Carnrike, eflftij aores, Jnly 23, 1836. 

John West, 60^ aorea, Nov, 6, 1835- 

Parley Stoohwell, 106^ acres, Nov. 7, 1835. 

Francis Smith, 53,^1 aores, Nov. 7, 1835. 

Thomas Toole, 80 acres, Jan. S, 1830. 

£. S. Sibley and D. G. Jones, 80 acres, June 6, 1S3I. 

Abram F. Bolton, 80 acres, Sept. 3, 1831. 

Abram F. Bolton and Jeremiah Tillotson, 80 aorea, Oct. 8, 1831. 



Elisba Warr< 



9, Oct. 8 



Rob 


rt Clark, 


Jr., 80 acres, Oct. 8, 1831. 


Jam 


es 8. Broo 


ks, 40 ac 


res, June 7, 1834. 


Hir( 


m Smith, 


80 acres 


May 30, 1336. 


Jacob Hamlin 


40 acre 


Oct. 17, 1836. 


B. Warner, 10 


acres, May 11, 1835. 


Oliv 


r Johnson, 80 aor 


s, June 3, 1S36. 


Oliv 


r Johnso 


, 80 acr 


s, June 3. IS3S. 


Her 
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, 80 acre 


s, June 29, 1835. 


Hen 


J C. Bill 


ngs,40a 


crea, Sept. 16, 1835. 


Hen 


ry C. Bill 


ngs, 80 a 


crcs, Sept. 15, 1836. 


Henry C. Bill 


nga, 80 a 


cree, Sept. 16, 1335. 
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ores,Sept. 15, 1836. 


Hen 
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ngs, 80 a 


cros, Sept. 16, 1836. 
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■es, June 29, 1835. 


Hen 
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ngs, 160 


aores, Sept. 15, 1836. 


HeD 


J C. Bill 


ngs, 106 


acres, Sept. 15, 1335. 


Joae 


ph W. Zo 


aff, 40 ac 


res, July 30, 1835. 


Pari 


y Stock w 


ell, 40 ac 


res, Aug. 27, 1836. 


Pari 


y Slockwell, 121^ aorea, Nov. f, 1835. 


Parley Stookw 


ell, 104^j,^ acres, Nov. 7, 1835. 


0. C 


Nichols, 


80 acres 


Sept, 5, 1835. 


Eicbard J. Pa 


ddick, 80 


aores, Sept. 5, 1836. 


Sam 
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oore, 80 


icres, Sept. 28, 1835. 


Oliv 


r Johnson, 80 acre 
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Jacob B. Smith, 80 aor 
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!, Nov. 7, 1335. 
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Daniel Parsons, 40 aorea, Nov. 17, 1835. 
Thorn a« v. Ladd, 40 aores, Nov. 21, 1836. 
O. S. Van Derheyden, 40 aores. Dee. 12, 1835. 
0. B. Van Derheyden, 40 acres. Dee. 12, 1835. 
L. D. and P. H. Crippen, 80 acres, Jan. 21. 1331 
Philo 11. Crippen, 80 aores, Jan. 22, 1836. 



Benj. Huntington, 40 


aores. May 16, 1836. 


Jonathan Jackson, 40 


aores, Fe 


. 10, 1837. 


Pbilo H. Crippen, 40 


^res, March 28, 1336. 


Henry McConnell, 30 


icres, Oct 


12, 1S35. 


John Pearsall, 30 aore 


, Oot. 21 


18.15. 


Henry McConnell, 80 


acres, Oct 


20, 1635. 


Lyman Sherman, 30 a 


res, Oot. 


31, 1835. 


Bobert Patrick, 80 ac 


es, Oct. 3 


, 1835. 


John Pearsall, 30 acre 


, Nov. 6, 


1835. 


Alvin B. Hand, 80 ac 


es, Jan. 1 


, 1836. 


Bradley Crippen, 60 a 


res. May 


IS, 1838. 


Honry McConnell, 80 


icres, Oot 


12, 1835. 


John Pearsall, 60 acre 


, Oct. 21 


1835. 


John Hopkins, 80 acres, Oct. 31 


18.35. 


William Johnson, 40 a 


jires, Nov 


6, 1836. 


Thomas Armstrong, SO 


aeres, April 23, 1836. 


John 0. Pelton, 80 acres, March 9, 1837. 


Henry McConnell, 40 


ores, Jnn 


e 12, 1S37. 


Walter H. Pelton, 40 


ores, Nov 


17, 1852. 


Waller II. Pelton, 10 acres, Nov 


17, 1852. 



Peter Fox, 40 acres, Dec. 13, 1862. 

During tlie early settlement of the township, the pres- 
ence of the Indian waa not uuoomnion, several bands of the 
Pottawattamie^ still continuing to roam the forests and 
plant their wigwams within sight of their white neighbors. 
They kept up a regular system of trading with the settlers, 
and gradually became very familiar in their intercourse with 
them. A very vivid recollection of this tribo is retained 
by the older residents of the township, who did much in the 
way of barli^r with them. 

The chief of these bands was Sau-au-quette, who ex- 
ercised a most imperious sway over his followers, which 
was the more galling from the &ct that the position of 
hereditary chief was never conceded lo him, and few of the 
tribe regarded lum other than as a usurper. The fear that 
this chief inspired, and the arrogance with which he wielded 
the dictatorial power he had assumed, inspired a desire on the 
part of the bands to rid themselves of the yoke of bondage 
he had fastened upon tbem. This disaffection was height- 
ened by the fact that he had been a leading spirit ia the 
treaty which had ceded their lands to the government, and 
the additional fact that be was a member of the tribe of the 
Oltawas. One of the older settlers describes him as a man 
of majestic mien and commanding presence, possessing a 
will that acknowledged no superior, and a firm conviction 
that he was born to rule. With a few members of his own 
tribe he was spending a brief time among the bands in the 
vicinity, and had located bis encampment just northwest of 
the city. 

One of the tribe, moved by a spirit of revenge and in- 
spired by frequent draughts of had whisky, arose, and 
seeking the wigwam of the chief, seized the knife he was 
accustomed to carry and plunged it to his heart. Much 
consternation ensued ; the wanderer was arrested and lodged 
in the jail, then located at Branch. His friends became 
greatly incensed at this, and threatened to demolish the 
building unless he was speedily released. After a confine- 
ment of several months, during which time no active meas- 
ures were taken to visit punisliraent upon the offender, he 
was allowed his liberty. This action was based upon the 
policy of the government not to interfere in the quarrels of 
the Indians so long as they were peaceable in their relations 
with the whites. 

Dr. I. P. Alger, of Coldwater, 



, has slioVcait^^dt^l^ 
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knife and other impltsments of war carried by Sau-au-quette, 
the first of which he beiieves to be the identical knife by 
which the usurper met his fate. 

The aurnmor of 1856 was rendered memorable as the 
smokj season, from the burning of the pine lands in adja- 
cent parts of the State. It continued for a period of two 
months, and at times the smoke was so dense as to obscure 
the sun for days, while it was impossible to discern objects 
but a slight distance away. 

The county house and farm are estabiished in the town- 
ship of Coldwater, in the north-central portion, on section 
9, and embrace capacious and well-appointed buildings and 
140 acres of excellent land. The southern portion is trav- 
ersed by the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Itailroad, 
which runs east and west, having its nearest depot in the 
city of Coldwater. Another railroad, styled the Mansfield, 
Coldwater and Lake Michigan Railroad, was projected, its 
course being north and south through the township, and 
bonds for its construction were issued. The road never ap- 
proached completion farther than grading and bridging, and 
has at this writing no existence other than is traced upon 
county maps, or reminders to the stockholders in the shape 
of unmarketable bunds. 

The surface of' Coldwater township is undulating, the 
prairie land being varied by occasional declivities, and 
being composed of equal portions of cleared and timber 

It has two lakes, Long Lake being a small sheet of 
wat«r on the western border of the territorjf , and Coldwater 
Lake, which, with its bayous, forms a considerable sheet of 
water. This in winter forms a splendid track for the exer- 
cise of the many fine horses in the vicinity, and is the 
scene of many very spirited encounters, while the water 
affords in the summer very fine sport to the lover of pis- 
catorial pleasures. 

The soil is a gravelly loam, with occasional croppings of 
clay, and the abundant harvests it yields are evidence of its 
superior quality. We append a list of the township offi- 
cers since its ot^auization ; 

At the first annual meeting of the township of Cold- 
water, the following officers were elected for the year 1833 
Silas A. Holbrook, Supervisor; Joseph C. Corbus, Town- 
ship Clerk ; Allen Tibbets, John Corbus, Seth Dunham, 
Assessors; Robert J. Cross, Justice of the Peace ; James 
B. Tompkins, Martin Barnhart, Lemuel Bingham, Com- 
missioners of Highways ; Seymour L. Bingham, Collector 
S. L. Bingham, Constable ; William H. Cross, Seth Dun- 
ham, Allen Tibbets, Enoch Chase, James B. Tompki 
Martin Barnhart, School Inspectors ; Lemuel Binght 
Director of the Poor ; Robert J. Cross, Treasurer. 

1834.— James B. Steward, Supervisor; Wni. H. Cn 
Township Clerk ; Seymour L, Bingham, Peter Martin, 
Hart Warren, Assessors ; John Wilson, John Morae, 
liam P. Arnold, Commissioners of Highways ; Seymo 
Bingham, Constable and Collector; Lemuel Bingham, 
Joseph Hanchett, Directors of the Poor ; William MeClei^, 
William H. Cross, John Wilson, Commissioners of Schools 
Seth Dunham, Glover Hibbard, Allen Tibbets, Rice Arnold, 
William McClerg, Inspectors of Schools ; Martin Barnhart, 
Coroner. 
22 



1835.— Matthew Brink, Supervisor ; William H. Cross, 
Township Clerk; John Wilson, Christopher Hartsough, 
Elisha Warren, Assessors; William P. Arnold, Harvey 
Warner, William H. Cross, Commissioners of Highways ; 
Seymour L. Bingham, Collector ; Joseph Hanchett, Lemuel 
Bingham, Directors of the Poor ; Seymour L. Bingham, 
Edwin Milbourn, Constables; Allen Tibbets, Matthew 
Brink, Hiram Allen, Waiter Loomis, Silas A. Holbrook, 
John Cooley, Overseers of Highways. 

1836.— Allen Tibbets, Supervisor ; William B. Sprague, 
Township Clerk ; Christopher Hartsough, Daniel Bronson, 
B. Lampson, Hart Warren, Assessors ; John Wilson, Har- 
vey Warner, John Cooley, Commissioners of Highways ; 
Edward Paston, Collector; John Wilson, Rice Arnold, J. 
Conger, Commissioners of Schools; Lemuel Bingham, 
Joseph Hanchett, Directors of the Poor ; Edward Paston, 
Harvey Bronson, John B, Hartsough, Elmon Packer, 
Constables. 

1837.— William H. Cross, Supervisor; Hiram Shoudler, 
Township Clerk ; Jared Pond, Jotham Conger, L. D. Crip- 
pen, Assessors ; Philo H. Crippen, Treasurer ; Lewis Pal- 
loy, Charles P. West, Edmund Sloan, Comraissionere of 
Highways; Edward Faiton, Collector; Matthew Brink, 
Justice of the Peace ; Edward Paston, James Pierson, 
Nelson Card, Elmon Packer, Constables ; Ezeck Phette- 
place, Ira Paddock, Allen Tibbets, Inspectors of Schools ; 
Joel Burlinganie, James Fisk, Directors of the Poor. 

1838. — The record is incomplete, giving only Harvey 
Warner as Justice of the Peace, and B. A. Warner as 
Township Clerk. 

1839.^Reuben J. Champion, Supervisor; Edward A. 
Warner, Township Clerk ; Charles P. West, Justice of the 
Peace ; Silas A. Holbrook, Treasurer ; Dewitt C Ransom, 
Lorenzo D. Crippen, Philo H. Crippen, Assessors; James 
Shoeerofl, Samuel S. Curtis, Commissioners of Highways ; 
Henry B. Stillman, Allen Tibbets, Henry Buel, Inspectors 
of Schools ; Ira R. Paddock, Luther Stiles, Directors of 
Poor; James Pierson, Collector; Anselm Arnold, Elias 
Wilbur, Con stab lea. 

1840. — Jared Pond, Supervisor; Edward A. Warner, 
Township Clerk ; Lorenzo D. Crippen, Justice of the 
Peace ; Dewitt C. Ransom, Charles P. West, Henry Lock- 
wood, Assessors: William McCarty, Treasurer ; Henry B. 
Stillman, Albert Chandler, Abram Deyo, Inspectors of 
Schools ; Elijah Ferguson, Edward W. Phetteplace, Philo 
H. Crippen, Commissioners of Highways; Jacob Hamblin, 
John T. Haynes, Directors of Poor; James Shoecroft, 
Collector; Oliver P. Wasson, Elias Wilbur, James Shoe- 
croft, Constables. 

1841 — Elijah Ferguson, Supervisor; Henry Lock wood, 
Township Clerk ; James Fisk, Treasurer ; A. T. Herrick, 
Sellick Seymour, Albert Chandler, Assessors ; Dewitt 0. 
Eansom, Edward A. Warner, Darwin Littlefield, School 
Inspectors; John T. Haynes, John J. Curtis, Directors of 
the Poor ; James Shoecroft, Collector ; Joseph H. Moss, 
Edward W, Phetteplace, Marcus Soovill, Highway Com- 
missioners ; Harvey Warner, Justice of the Peace ; Wm. 
H. Draft and Jared Pond, ditto, to fill vacancy; James 
Shoecroft, Ezra T. Paston, Thomas Foster, An«elm Arnoltt 
Constables. Hosiod by LjOOQIC 
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'1842.— Dewitt C. Ransom, Supervisor ; Clark Williams, 
Township Clerk ; James Shoecroft, Treasurer ; William 
H, Cross, Justice of the Peace ; Heary Buell, Matthew 
Gill, Jr., Darwin Littlefield, Inspectors of Schools ; Reubeu 
Whitehead, Augustin J. Goddard, Commissioners of High- 
ways; L. D. Crippen, Jesse Brooks, Assistant Assessors; 
Jacob Harablin, Burt Ethercdge, Overseers of the Poor; 
Eara T. Fasten, Hiram Alden, James Peirsoii, Anselm 
Arnold, Constables. 

1843. — Henry Lockwood, Supervisor; Geo. A. Coe, 
Township Clerk ; Harvey Dixon, Treasurer ; Clark H. 
Williams, Justice of the Peace ; Silas A. Holbrook, Wil- 
liam H. Hanchett, Inspectors of Schools ; Sellick Seymour, 
Augustus T. Goddard, Curtiss Prentice, Commissioners of 
Highways; Edward W. Phetteplace, Roland Root, Assist- 
ant Assessors; John T. Haynes, Bsbon G. Fuller, Overseers 
of Poor ; Anselm Arnold, Jonathan Packer, George Quick, 
David Haynes, Constables. 

1844. — Christopher Dickenson, Supervisor; Albert Chan- 
dler, Township Clerk ; David S. Williams, Treasurer ; Oliver 
P. Wasson, Justice of the Peace; Darwin Littlefield, School 
Inspector; Edward W. Phetteplace, Warren Sampson, As- 
sessors ; George Haydon, William Keyes, Reuben White- 
head, Commissioners of Highways; William McCarty, 
Abram C. Fisk, Overseers of Poor ; Kimball Parish, 
Aaron Keyes, George Quick, William H. Kello^, Con- 
stables. 

1845. — Lorenzo J>. Crippen, Supervisor; John D. Wood, 
Township Clerk ; Geoi^ A. Kcliogg, Treasurer ; Harvey 
Warner, Justice of the Peace ; John Waterman, Inspector 
of Schools; James Shoecroft, Jacob Hamblin, Assistant 
Assessors ; Joseph H. Moss, William Keyes, Daniel N. 
Wilson, Commissioners of Highways; Dorset J. Goff, 
James Mosher, Directors of the Poor ; David Wood, 
James N. Pierce, William H. Kelli^g, Abram C. Fisk, 
Constables. 

1846.— David B. Cooley, Supervisor; S. S, Cutter, 
Township Clerk; David S. Williams, Treasurer; George 
A. Coe, Justice of the Peace ; John Root, School Inspec- 
tor ; Curtiss Prentice, Jascph H. Moss, Assistant Assessors ; 
Jonathan Strickland, William Keyes, Daniel Wilson, Com- 
missioners of Highways ; Dorset J. Goff, James Mosher, 
Directors of Poor; Sterling Perkins, Amos W. Parish, 
Hiram R. Alden, Geoi^e Quick, Constables, 

1847^Henry Lockwood, Supervisor ; Elon G. Parson, 
Township Clerk ; Hiram R. Alden, Treasurer ; Geot^e A. 
Kello^, Justice of the Peace ; Henry Buell, School In- 
spector ; Oliver P. Wasson, Joseph H. Moss, Assessors ; 
William Keyes, Jonathan Stockton, William B. Paddock, 
Commissioners of Highways ; Dorset Goff, James Mosher, 
Directors of the Poor ; Elijah Perry, Abram C. Fisk, 
George Quick, Chas. Xi. Kenyon, Constables. 

1848. — Henry Lockwood, Supervisor ; Klon G. Parsons, 
Township Clerk ; A. Arnold, Treasurer ; Oliver P. Wasson, 
Justice of the Peace ; Isaac Middaugh, Dewitt C. Ransom, 
Commissioners of Highways ; Albert Chandler, School In- 
spector ; Harvey Haines, Thomas J. Bridge, Assessors ; 
Edmund Chapman, Oliver S. Van Derheyden, Directors of 
Poor; A. Arnold, Abnim C. Fisk, Alpheus B. P. Wood, 
Thomas J. Bridge, Constables. 



1849, — Henry Lockwood, Supervisor; Frederick V, 
Smith, Township Clerk ; Anselm Arnold, Treasurer ; Har- 
vey Warner, Justice of the Peace ; Jonathan Strickland, 
John Allen, Commissioners of Highways ; James W. Gil- 
bert, School Inspector ; Harvey Haynes, Thomas J. Bridge, 
Assessors ; Angustus S. Glcssner, Henry C. Lewis, Direc- 
tors of Poor ; Henry Lockwood, Anselm Arnold, Thomas 
J. Bridge, Dorset J. Goff, Constables. 

1850, — Asa Parish, Supervisor ; Daniel C. Morehouse, 
Township Clerk ; David Thompson, Treasurer ; Sellick 
Seymour, Justice of the Peace; Isaac Middaugh, Commis- 
sioner of Highways ; Harvey Haynes, Thomas J, Bridge, 
Assessors ; Loren Banstin, School Inspector ; Edmund 
Chapman, James Mosher, Directors of Poor ; Henry Lock- 
wood, Anselm Arnold, Thomas J, Bridge, Henry Dickson, 
Constables. 

1851.— .Tohn Boot, Supervisor; John G. Parkhurst, 
Township Clerk ; David Thompson, Treasurer ; Louis T, N. 
Wilson, Justice of the Peace; William Smith, Commis- 
sioner of Highways ; E. M. Crippen, School Inspector ; 
Peter Sprague, Daniel Gilbert, Directors of Poor; Henry 
Jioekwood, Milton H. Fuller, William H. Kellogg, Andrew 
Jackson, Constables, 

1852. — Harvey Haynes, Supervisor; John H. Phelps, 
Township Ciirk ; Lorenzo B. Brewer, Treasurer ; Daniel C. 
Morehouse, Justice of the Peace (full term) ; Edward W. 
Phetteplace (to fill vacancy) ; Alonzo Duncan, Commissioner 
of Highways ; Joseph D. W. Fish, School Inspector ; Ho- 
mer M. Wright, William Smith, Assessors; Daniel Mills, 
James McOonnell, Directors of Poor ; EbencMr Butter- 
worth, Benjamin C. West, Augustus A. Amidon, Sterling 
Perkins, Constables. 

1853. — John Root, Supervisor ; Edwin R, Clarke, Town, 
ship Clerk ; Geot^e A. Coe, Justice of the Peace ; Loren 
R. Au,stin, Treasurer ; John H. Beach, School Inspector ; 
Abram C. Fisk, Daniel N. Wilson, Commissioners of High- 
ways; John Allen, H, C. Lewis, Directors of Poor; Ra- 
phael S. Gibbs, James Curtiss, David West, Constables. 

1854. — Corydon P. Benton, Supervisor; Homei' M. 
Wright, Township Clerk ; Sellick Seymour, Treasurer ; 
Edward W. Phetteplace, Justice of the Peace ; Loren R, 
Austin, Isaac Middaugh, School Inspectors ; John J. Cur- 
tis, William Anderson, Directors of the Poor; Raphael 
S. Gibbs, Grin Crippen, Sellick Seymour, David West, 
Constables. 

1855, — Geoi^e A. Coe, Supervisor ; Benjamin C. Webb, 
Township Clerk ; Sellick Seymour, Treasurer ; Franklin 
T, Eddy, Justice of the Peace ; Elijah C. Branch, School 
Inspector; Alonzo Duncan, Commissioner of Highways; 
William S. Gilbert, Morris Howe, Overseers of Poor ; Sel- 
lick Seymour, Raphael S, Gibbs, Franklin L, Warren, 
Daniel S. Pratt, Constables. 

1856,— Harvey Haynes, Supervisor; Benjamin C. Webb, 
Township Clerk ; Roland Boot, Treasurer; David B. Dennis, 
Justice of the Peace ; Joseph D. W. Fisk, Inspector of 
Schools ; Abram C. Fisk, Commissioner of Highways ; 
George A,' Stillman, Alexander Reynolds, Directors of 
Poor; Roland Root, Sellick Seymour, David S. Pratt, 
James McConnell, Constables. 

1857.— John Root, Sui 
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ship Clerk ; James Pieraon, Truasuror ; Dauiul C. Murc- 
house, Justice of the Peace ; Klijah C. Branch, School 
Inspector ; James B. Southworth, Coiumissioner of High- 
ways ; John Gray, Mortimer Mansfield, Overseers of the 
Poor; William H. Brown, David B. Purintoti, James 
Barnes, L. D. Halsted, Constables. 

1858.— -Harvey Haynes, Supervisor ; David C. Powers, 
Township Clerk; David B. Purinton, Treasurer; John 
Hoot, Justice of the Peace ; Joseph D. W. Piak, School 
Inspector ; Barnabas B. Shoecroft, Commissioner of High- 
ways ; Alexander Reynolds, John Gray, Overseers of the 
Poor ; Sellick Seymour, Poster Bowker, John Wliiteomb, 
William II. Brown, Constables. 

1859. — David B. Dennis, Supervisor ; Robert F. Mook- 
ridge, Township Clerk ; David B. Purinton, Treasurer ; 
Corydon P. Benton, Justice of the Peace ; Elijah C- Branch, 
John Murphy, School Inspectors ; William B. Mason, Bar- 
nabas Shoecroft, Commissioners of Highways ; John Gray, 
Alexander Reynolds, Directors of the Poor ; George W. 
Johnson, Harvey D. Miller, George W. Bowker, John 
Whitcomb, Constables. 

1860. — David B. Purinton, Supervisor ; Robert C. Mock- 
ridge, Township Clerk ; Cornelius Van Ness, Treasurer ; 
Alvin T. Lanphere, Justice of the Peace ; David C. Pow- 
ers, School Inspector ; James B. Southworth, Geoi^ W. 
Smith, John Kent, Commissioners of Highways. 

1861. — Harvey Haynes, Supervisor; A. D. Kldridge, 
Township Clerk ; Timothy Flielps, Treasurer ; Oliver P. 
Wasson (full terra), William S. Gilbert, Peries Lincoln, 
Joseph W. Whitney, Justices of the I'eace; Henry C. 
Fenn, Commissioner of Highways ; Joseph A. Haight, 
Charles A. Goddard, School Inspectors ; Joseph Petterly, 
Norman W. Case, George B. AVilliains, Lucius B. Wing, 
Constables. 

1862. — Harvey Haynes, Supervisor; George H. White, 
Township Clerk ; Timothy White, Treasurer ; Joseph M. 
Whitney, Henry C. Fenn, Justieesof the Peace; John W. 
Turner, Commissioner of Highways ; William B. Mason, 
Charles A. Goddard, School Inspectors ; Joseph A. 'Pet- 
terly, John G. Munson, Sterling Perkins, Augustus P. 
Tucker, Constables. 

1863.^Harvey Haynes, Supervisor ; Ira W. Pratt, Town- 
ship Clerk; William Bennett, Treasurer; Peries Lincoln, 
Justice of the Peace ; John W. Turner, School Inspector ; 
James B, Southworth, Commissioner of Highways ; Ster- 
ling Perkins, A. A. Van Northwick, Nathan Petterly, 
Geoi^e W. Nye, Constables. 

1864.— -Harvey Haynes, Supervisor ; William B. Mason, 
Township Clerk ; Charles J. Fonda, Treasurer ; Henry C. 
Penn, S. S. Scovilie, Justices of the Peace ; Daniel C. 
Morehouse, School Inspector ; Horace W. Reed, Commis- 
sioner of Highways ; Sterling Perkins, Nathan Fctterly, 
Jeremiah Cok, George Holden, Constables. 

1865.--Sylvanus S. Scovilie, Supervisor ; Clark H. Wil- 
liams, Township Clerk ; Charles J. Fonda, Treasurer; Elijah 
S. Carpenter, Justice of the Peace ; Barnabas B. Shoe- 
croft, Granville Stowe, Commissioners of Highways ; Harvey 
Haynes, School Inspector ; Nathan Petterly, Jeremiah Cos, 
Artemus H. Legg, Samuel V. Cornell, Constables. 

186C.— Sjlvanus S. Scovilie, Supervisor ; Clark H. Wil- 



liams, Township Clerk ; Eiias Gs^, Treasurer ; James B. 
Southworth, Robert Ljnd, Justices of the Peace; Mahlon 
A. Smith, Cyrus A. Hand, Orson Randall, Commissioners 
of Highways; Gilbert McFarland, School Inspector; Mar- 
tin Elliott, George S. Allen, Hiram P. Mason, Daniel Kooks, 
Constables. 

1867.— Henry C. Penn, Supervisor; C. H. Williams, 
Township Clerk ; Elias Gage, Treasurer ; Peries Lincoln, 
Thomas Petterly, Justices of the Peace; Charles Legg, M. 

A. Smith, School Inspectors ; Isaac Mains, Commissioner 
of Highways ; Amos Sanford, Norman Case, Oscar F. 
Burdick, David Lynd, Constables. 

1868.— Isaac Mains, Supervisor ; Charlra N. L^g, Town- 
ship Clerk ; William B. Mason, Treasurer ; Jeremiah Cox, 
Justice of the Peace ; George W. Fisk, School Inspector ; 
William H. Webster, Abram C. Fisk, Commissioners of 
Highways ; David Lynd, John Stewart, Adelbert Nye, Ster- 
ling Perkins, Constablps. 

1869.— Isaac Mains, Supervisor; Clark H- Williams, 
Township Clerk ; William B. Mason, Treasurer ; Barney 

B. Shoecroft, Daniel C. Morehouse, Justices of the Peace ; 
Mahlon A. Smith, School Inspector ; 0. S. Bingham, Lu- 
cius Fhetteplacc, Commissioners of Highways ; pEra Shoe- 
croft, Alonzo Eaton, William King, Constables. 

1870. — Isaac Mains, Supervisor; Clark H. Williams, 
Township Clerk ; William B. Ma.'^on, Treasurer ; Jacob L. 
Munson, Joseph W. Whitney, Justices of the Peace; 
George W. Fisk, School Inspector ; James B. Southworth, 
Commissioner of Highways; Abram Branaman, Nathan 
Fetterly, Theophilus Rockwood, Henry Fos, Constables. 

1871, — Isaac Mains, Supervisor; Jonas H. McGowan, 
Township Clerk ; Edward J. Moss, Albert N. Bunfon, Jus- 
tices of the Peace; Wm, B. Mason, Treasurer; Jacob 
Andrews, School Inspector; Lucius Phettcplace, Com- 
missioner of Highways; Nathan Phetteplace, Hiram 
Mason, Theophilus Rockwood, Alva Clark, Constables. 

1872. — Harvey Haynes, Supervisor; Jonas H. McGov 
Township Clerk ; Elias Gage, Treasurer ; Edwai-d J. Moss, 
Justice of the Peace; Mahlon A. Smith, George W. Fisk, 
Origin Bingham, Commissioners of Highways; Harvey 
Haynes, Drain Commissioner ; Nathan Petterly, Norman 
Case, William P. Benton, Constables. 

1873. — Harvey Haynes, Supervisor ; Clark H. Williams, 
Township Clerk ; Elias Gage, Treasurer ; Edward J. Moss, 
Daniel C. Morehouse, Justices of the Peace; Mahlon A. 
Smith, School Inspector; James B. Southworth, Commis- 
sioner of Highways; Harvey Haynes, Drain Commissioner ; 
Nathan Petterly, Constable. 

1874.— Alonzo B. Allen, Supervisor; Clark H. Williams, 
Township Clerk ; Timothy Phelps, Treasurer ; Jacob L. 
Munson, Henry C. Penn, Eli Bidleman, Justices of the 
Peace ; Jay Brooks, Mahlon A. Smith, School Inspectors ; 
William P, Norton, Highway Commissioner ; Nathaniel C. 
Gardner, Drain Commissioner ; Nathan Petterly, Adelburt 
Wicks, Nathaniel C. Gardner, Geoi^e W. Bagiey, Con- 
stables. 

1875.— Alonzo B. Allen, Supervisor; Clark H. Wil- 
liams, Township Clerk ; Timothy Phelps, Treasurer ; Albert 
N. Bunton, Henry C. Fenn, Frederick J. Dincks, Justieas 
of the Peace ; Mahlon A. Smith, School Tuspectoiv_^fciM)(^ 
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C. Andrews, Commissioner of Highways; George W. Fisk, 
Superiatendeut of Schools ; Herbert J. Griimell, Charles 
Shoeoroft, Solomon Sber wood, John Burrell, Constables. 

1876. — AloQzo B. Allen, Supervisor ; Harvey Gregory, 
Township Clerk ; Timothy Phelps, Treasurer ; William B. 
Mason, Jacoh C. Andrews, Justices of the Peace ; Mahlon 

A. Smith, School Inspector ; Harvey Haynes, Superintend- 
ent of Schools; William T. Norton, Coramiseioner of High- 
ways ; Jeremiah Cox, Drain Commissioner ; Natha.n Fet- 
terly, George Whitehead, Solomon Sherwood, Edwin Priest, 
Constables. 

1877.— Henty C. Fcnn, Supervisor ; Harvey D. Gi'egory, 
Township Clerk; Cliarles Shoecroft, Treasurer ; Isaac M. 
Selover, Justice of the Peace; George W. Fisk, Superin- 
tendent of Schools ; Mahlon A. Smith, School Inspector ; 
William P. Norton, Commissioner of Highways; Jeremiah 
Cox, Drain Commissioner; Francis Granger, Jr., William 

B. Fisk, Eh Bidleman, Samuel Fisk, Constables. 
1878.— Alonzo B. Allen, Supervisor; Ciark N. Wil- 
liams, Township Clerk ; George W. Fisk, Treasurer; Kus- 
sell Rice, Commissioner of Highways ; Robert P. Jefferds, 
Superintendent of Schools ; Barney B. Shoecroft, Drain 
Commissioner ; C. Perry Woodard, Justice of the Peace ; 
A. B. Hemingway, School Inspector; John Burrall, 
Thomas T. Williams, Solomon Sherwood, Nathan Fetteriy, 
Constables. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKKTCHES. 

ABUAM C. FISK 

was born in Monroe Co., N. Y., Feb. 19, 1815. M'hen 
twenty years of age he came to Michigan, arriving at Cold- 
water Sept. 7, 1835. Heworked in the hotel for one year, 
during which time he took forty acres of land from the 
government. He soon bought another forty. He married 
Catherine Smith, daughter of Rev. Francis Smith, who 
settled in Coldwater in 1835. Being a man of liberal ideas 
and large means, he contributed largely to the prosperity 
and development of the country. Mr. Fisk settled where 
he now resides, in 1840, where he has made himself one 
of the finest farms and homes in Branch County. His 
specially has been biooded horses, in which he haa been 
eminently successful. The first celebrated horse he brought 
to Branch County was Green Mountain Black Hawk, in 
1851. Among the valuable horses he has since owned 
may he mentioned Vermont Hero, Othello or Black 
Prince, Black Hawk Morgan, Moscow, Mambrino Chief, 
Bovee Horse, Messenger (a thorough-bred), Lacy (a 
thorough-bred), Belmont, Sir Archie, Lexington Chief (a 
trotter), Mambrino Patchen, Hambletoiiian " Star," for- 
mally Masterlode, as recorded in the stock books. Among 
the many valuable horses owned by Mr. Fisk, this horse 
may be placed at the head of the list, and as an estimate 
of his worth we will say that he has refused fifteen 
thousand dollars for him. He sold Mambrino Chief for 
twelve thousand dollars, and several other horses for large 
prices. Branch County and Michigan have a national re- 
putation fiir fine horses, and to Mr. Fisk more than any 



other man docs the credit belong. He was the pioneer in 
this enterprise, and has carried it to great perfection. 

Socially, Mr. Fisk is genial and companionable; in busi- 
ness matters prompt and reliable; temperate in his hahils. 
Although exhibiting his horses at most of the important 
meetings for trials of speed, etc., in this State, he never 
makes a wager, or gambles in any form. His great delight is 
in the improvement of the noble animal. 



JAMK8 R. WILCOX 
was among the early pioneers of Branch Countj Although 
his farm is pleasantly situated on one ot the principal thor- 
oughfares leading (o Coldwater, ind only one and a half 
miles from the tourt liiuae, he is entitled to the credit not 
only of cutting tht firm ti m in unbroken 1 rest, but 
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assisted in cutting the road leading to the city, 
born in Cayuga Co., N. Y., Jan. 4, 1809. He wa 



son 



e to St. Joseph County 
jnd his wife in 1842. 
vith his &ther until he 
1 the farm. Nov. 9, 
a Peckham, daughter of 
n Coldwater, at the ad- 
. Wilcoi came to 



Mary Wllcos, who e: 
in 1840, where Jesse died in 1841, ; 

The subject of this sketch lived v 
grew to manhood, when he carried o 
1834, he was married to Misi 
Caleb B. Peekhara, now residing ii 
vanced age of eighty-nine years. 
Coldwater, with his wife and one child, June 10, 1836, and 
purchased the land where he has since resided. His wife 
died Oct. 17, 1855, leaving sis children, — four sons and 
two daughters, — all now living but one, Louis P., who 
enlisted at Coldwater, under Capt. Barrett, in 1861, and 
died at Rolla, Mo., of fever, Dec. 7, 1861. 

Mr. Wilcos married, in 1856, for his second wife, Minnie 
C. Burch, formerly Minnie C. Holoomb, daughter of Horace 
Holcomb, of Danbury, Conn., who came to Batavia, Branch 
Co., whore he died Sept. 30, IS^-nrj by LjOOQ IC 
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JOHN ROBERTS 
is the solo survivor of one of the representative pioneer 
families of Branch County. He is of Welsh extraction. 
His grandfather was an early settler in New Hampshire, 
and served in the Revolutionary war. His lather, Francis 
Roberts, was born in New Hampshire, May 28, 1777. 
When eighteen years of age he left the paternal roof to 
mark out a path of life, which has been changing and 
eventful. Jan. 5, 1805, he was married to Ijois Lay in 
Georgia, Vt. In 1811 he took his wife and two children 
in a wagon and Journeyed to Upper Canada, a distance of 
six hundred miles, stopping near Cohui^, where he was 
drafted as a British subject. Not fancying the idea of 
fighting against liis native land, he took an open boat with 
others and crossed Lake Ontario, worked in Rochester, 
N. T., eighteen months, when he recrossed the lake, got his 
family, and crossed to Niagara Co., N. Y. In April, 1813, he 
purchased forty acres of land in Ilartland township, where 
the immediate subject of this sketch was born, March 14, 
1818. Here the family remained until 1829, during which 
time there had been much sickness in the family. Wish- 
ing to try a different locality, Mr. Roberts came to Eastern 
Michigan, returned to New York, located in Chautauqua 
County, where he became crippled for life with rheumatism. 
In the fall of 1835 he came to Branch County, and pur- 
chased from the government eighty acres of land, which is 
now a portion of the Roberts farm in Coldwater. He 
returned to New York, and the next April, with his house- 
hold effects and his family in a wagon, started for Michi- 
gan, arriving at Coldwater April 23, 1836, after a tedious 
journey of eighteen days, and commenced the hardy task 
of cutting himself a home from the unbroken forest With 
only a small payment on his land, himself a confirmed crip- 
ple, the outlook was not a bright one. The two bojs, sis 
teen and eighteen years of age, were his main reliance A 
small log house and a few acres of land, cleared and ?owed 
with wheat, were the important improvements (he first 



MRS. JOHN ROBBBTS. 



season. When the wheat was harvested it was threshed 
in the house, there being no other floor on the premises. 
John, with a thoughtful n ess which has characterized him 
through life, had brought a quantity of apple-seeds from 
the East, which were planted as soon as the ground could 
be prepared. From these seeds quite a nursery was estab- 
lished, and several hundred dollars realized. The grand 
old orchard which has supplied the farm with fruit for 
forty years was from these seeds. 

Francis Roberts* died Aug. 26, 1855, aged seventy- 
eight years, and his wife March 17, 1866, aged seventy- 
eight years. They had four ehildren,^ — two daughters and 
two sons ; the oldest daughter, Betsy, married Jesse Brooks, 
of Coldwater ; she died Feb. 18, 1863. The sons, Stephen 
and John, and the daughter, Anna, remained at the old 
home, where Stephen died April 13, 1868, and Anna Sept. 
29, 1868. John, the only survivor of the family, was 
married, April 20, 1869, to Miu Adaline Whiteomb, for- 
merly Adaiine Brooks, daughter of Samuel and Eflk Brooks, 
and granddaughter of John Gooley, who settled in Cold- 
water Jan. 1, 1834. 

Mr. Roberts and his wife are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Coldwater, and take a warm interest 
and an active part In its affairs and contribute liberally to 
its support. They have one child, a daughter. 

There have been no sudden accessions of property, but 
steadily year by year, by frugal and industrious habits, un- 
wavering industry, and sagacious management, the original 
eighty acres of land have expanded to one of the finest farms 
in Branch County, and its proprietor is ranked among its 
substantial and wealthy men Many of the local public 
enterprises and charitable institutions have received from 
him liberal gifts 

" Francis Roberts was a memljer of (he Baphal Chur 
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WILLIAM P. NORTON 
was boro at Goshen, Conn,, June 21, 1828. He is the 
son of Jeremiah Norton, who died in 1831, leaTing a wife 
and three children. In 1845 they moved to Huron Co., 
Ohio, where William P. went to learn the cabinet-maker's 
trade. Before he was twenty-one years of age he com- 
menced building a shop for himself at Glean, Ohio, where 
he carried on the business some three years, during which 
time, and on the 29th of December, 1851, he was mar- 
ried to Miss Mary A. Angel, daughter of Daniel Angel, 
of Olean, Ohio, formerly from Providence, R. I, In the 
spring of 1853 Mr. Norton moved to Norwalk, Ohio, where 
he worked at the carpentering business until 1857, when 
he went to Kansas, and located on land near Kmporia. He 



ahared in the political excitement of that time, and cast his 
vote to make that a free State. He also cast his vote to 
make Nevada a State, he having spent some three years in 
that State and California, — returning to Ohio in the spring 
of 1866 ; then came to ColdwaCer, and settled on the farm 
where he now resides, two miles south of the city, where 
he has spent his time in improving his farm and erecting 
substantial buildings, a view of which may be seen in this 
work. Mr. and Mrs. Norton are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Coldwater, and are enterprising and 
thrifty citizens of the county. They have never been 
blessed with children of their own, but have for years had 
one or more children id tlicir family, who have been cared 
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Occupying a central position on the east border of 
Bi'anch County is Quincy township. Butler, Coldwater, 
and Algansee townships, respectively, adjoin it on the nortii, 
west, and south, while Hillsdale County forms the eastern 
boundary. 

It has a comparatively level surface, which originally 
was heavily timbered in the north and south parts, while 
small prairies and oak openings extended through the centre. 
The site of Quinoj village and its vicinity was a prairie of 
several hundred acres in extent. 

The soil consists of a sandy and gmvelly loam, alternating 
occasionally with clay loam. It is of an excelietit quality, 
jind produces bounteous crops of hay, corn, potatoes, and 
other vegetables, fruits, and the various cereals, which, with 
live stock and wool, are the chief agricultural productions. 
Farm produce, live stock, lumber, staves, and headings form 
the chief articles of export. 

In the amount of farm products it takes the front rank 
among Branch County townships, excelling all the others. 

Coldwater River and Hog Creek are the principal water- 
courses. The former flows from Marble Lake, and takes a 
northwest course, intersecting the southwest corner of the 
township. The latter entere the town from the east near 
the centre of the east border, and, flowing in a northwesterly 
direction, crosses the northeast corner. 

Marble, Berry, and Quincy Lakes include portions of 
sections 2!, 28, 29, 32, and 3S. They are situated south- 
west of Quincy village, and contain an area of about 1200 

FIRST LAND ENTRIES. 

Horris Willson, in Jane, 1830, entered the first land in 
this township. His purchases included the west half of the 
southwest quarter of section 12, the northwest quarter of sec- 
tion lii, and the east half of the northeast quarter of section 



14, — 320 acres in all. John Cornish concluded a purchase 
for lands on section 15, Oct. 16, 1832; and James G. 
Corbus a few days later, on section 13, 

The following list, arranged by sections, embraced the 
names of the original owners of the township : 

Section 1, 1835,* — Atmon Nichols, David ^ichols, 
Washburn Wight, Jacob Shook, Jr., Ansel Crowell, Asa 
C. Bowen, 

Secti<m 2, 1835,— Thomas Wheeler, Smith Bowen, 
William J. Delavan, Solomon Wood, Ezekiel Gardiner. 

Section 3, 1836. — William J. Delavan, Matthew Arm- 
strong, Harvey Odell, Jesse Kllsworth, Jacob Snyder. 

Section i, 1836,— William Black, Thomas Armstrong, 
Joseph Berry, Richard E. Gay, Jesse Ellsworth, Alva Bill, 
Robert Homer, Sophia Berry, Timothy Howe, Timothy A. 
Hopkins, 

Section 5, 1836.— Joseph Berry, Ebenezer L. Donahee, 
Russell Darwin, James Smith, George P. Babcock. 

Section 6, 1836. — Garret Cruson, Sophia Locke, Peries 
Lincoln, Butler Treat, Thaddeus B. Ball, Joseph Berry. 

Section 7, 1836.— John Sincldr, Ira S. Mudge, Al- 
pheus Williams, Alanson Sumuer, Stephen Clark, Sophia 

Section 8, 1836.— David Blood, Ira S. Mudge, Joseph 
Berry, George P. Babcoek, Chauncey Whitney, Caleb J. 
Burlingame. 

Section 9, 1836,— William Black, John Sinclair, Ira 
S, Mudge, Alva Clark, Griswold Burnham, Enos G. Berry, 

Section 10, 1835.— James Adams, William J. Delavan, 
Matthew Armstrong, Harvey Odell, Isaac Ambler. 

Section 11, 1835. — Griswold Burnham, Thomas Wheeler, 
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John J. Duerler, Robert Wood, Tompkius C. Delavaii, 
Solomon Wood. 

Sectim 12, 1830.— Horris Willson, Uriswold Burnham, 
Alva Burliaon, Joseph T. Burnham, Lytoan Cole, Ansel 
Crowell. 

Seeliou 13, 1830.— Horris Willson, James G. Corbus, 
Elisha Warren, Griswold Burnham, Enos G. Berry, Robert 
S. Ticknor, David W. Baker, William Starkes. 

Section 14, 1830. — Horris Willson, Ellis Kussell, Gris- 
wold Burnham, Elisha Warren, Joseph L. Hartsough, 
John B. HartHough, Richard Morey, John J. Duerler, 
Joseph Hanchett, Lewis B. Hanchett. 

Section 15, 1832. — John Cornish, Walter Loomis, Silas 
Hamilton, Enos G. Berry, John Bi-oughton, James Adams, 
Warren Bill, Lyman Cbapin, Jared L. Rathbone, Joseph 
Boriy, Caleb Brown. 

Section 16, 1837.— Rice Arnold, Enos G. Berry, Joseph 
Berry, William P. Arnold, Alfred Wilmartb, James Davis, 
Israel Waters, Nicholas Dalley, John Joseph, Benoni Car- 
ter, riorello P. Williams, Cynthia M. Etheridge, John 
BroughtoQ, Charles Arnold. 

Section 17, 1834. — ^Henry Van Hyning, Bartholomew 
Hewett, Elmer Packer, Thomas McCarty, George P. Bab- 
cook, John Law, Griswold Burnham. 

Seclian 18, 1834.— Conrad Rapp, Elmer Packer, David 
Newell, Elisha Hartsough, Thomas McCarty, Hamilton G. 
Rice, Dorcas Hewett. 

Section 19, 1833. — Joseph L. Hartsongh, David B. 
Hartsough, Conrad Rapp, David Ilartsough, Henry MoCon- 
nell, Thomas McCarty. 

Section 20, 1834. — Abraham Vesschius, Henry Van 
Hyning, James Ransom, Bartholomew Hewett, George 
Ransom, John B rough ton, Alan son Harger, Thomas 
Dougherty. 

Section21, 1835. — Bartholomew Hewett, Samuel Berry, 
Enos G. Berry,. Alanson Harger, Pearson Anson, Ansel 
CrowcU. 

Section 22, 1835.— John D. Burroughs, James Adams, 
Ira S. Mudge, Hamilton G. Rice, John Broughton, Hese- 
kiah D. Mudge, Joseph Berry, Warren Edwards. 

Sectioa 23, 1835.— William Laughlin, Richard W. Cor- 
bus, Abner Harris, Joseph Hanchett, Laura Ilibbard, 
Samuel Eddy, Luther Brigga, William Prentiss. 

Section 24, 1835. — Abraham Vesschius, James Clizbe, 
James M. Burdick, Luther Eriggs, Benjamin Allen, Solon 
Pierce. 

Section 25, 1835,— Philo H. Crippen, Lorenzo D. Crip- 
pen, Alson Barber, Alanson Sumner, Stephen Clark, Isaac 
Ambler. 

Section 26, 1836.— Harrison H. Scott, Abram C. Fish, 
Lewis W. Decker, Joseph 8. Swan. 

Section 28, 1836.— John Broughton, Hamilton G. Rice, 
Silas Pui^eson, Calvin Snow, Schuyler Matteson, James 
Taylor, Thompson J. Daniels. 

Section 27, 1836. — James Feller, Sumner & Clark, John 
Law, William Joseph, Lucas Joseph. 

Section 29, 1836.— Peter D. Shook, John Broughton, 
Joseph W. Kinnen, Albert Starr, Peter A. Drake, Rich- 
ard Starr, Enos G. Berry. 

Section 30, 1835.— Thomas McCarty, Cyrus Champlin, 



Abraham Phillips, Rhoda Woodard, James Fisk, James 
Hall, Calvin Snow. 

Section 31, 1836.— Walter P. Van Vechten, Thomas 
Armstrong, Jacob Bennett, Russell Packard. 

Sectio7t 32, 1837.— Frederick Myers, Lorenzo D. Hal- 
stead, Peter A. Drake, Richard Starr, George P. Stephens. 

Section 33, 1836.— Eliphalet Tower, Ira S. Mudge, Nel- 
son N. Sprague. 

Section 34, 1836. — Eliphalet Tower, Samuel Egnew, 
Ira S. Mudge, Sumner & Clark. 

Section 35, 1836.— John S. Bolote, Sumner & Clark. 

Section 36, 1836.~8umner & Clark, Lorenzo D. Crip- 
pen, Dan Barber, Joseph II. Belote. 

FIRST SETTLEMENTS. 

Horris Willson, the first settler in this township, was of 
Scotch origin, and accounted for the strange orthography 
of his name by claiming that it was the Scotch method 
of spelling it. He was a native of Batavia, N. Y., and 
during the war of 1812 served with the New York State 
troops, under Capt. Parrish. He was captured at the bat- 
tle of Black Rock, and held as a prisoner of war at Mon- 
treal for nine months. 

At an early day he settled in Berlin, Ohio, where he 
remained until about 1825, when he removed to Detroit, 
In June, 1830, he made the first purchase of lands in this 
township, buying 330 acres, which embraced portions of 
sections 12, 13, and 14, and contiguous to a broad Indian 
trail, afterwards known as the " Chicago Turnpike." Mr. 
Willson was a carpenter by trade, and soon after his pur- 
chase, assisted by a hired man named Geoi^e Bolton, con- 
structed a small block house, which was situated very near 
the site of the present Andrews residence, on section 14. 
This first house is described as having been buiit of hewn 
logs, the corners nicely dove-tailed together. He was ac- 
companied here by his wife — who afterwards married David 
W. Baker — and two children.* Soon after the completion 
of his house it was opened to the public as a tavern or 
" place of entertainment." The following is a literal copy 
of the bond entered into by him and his sureties for a faith- 
ful observance of law and order : 

"You, Horria Willson, do acknowledge to owe the United States 
of Amerioft tha sum of fifty dollars, and you, Abram F. Bolton and 
.Tohn Moree, do severally acknowledge to owe the United States of 
America the sum of twenty-flve dollars oath, to be levied of your 
several goods and chattels, lands and tenements, upun condition that, 
Whereas, the above-bound Horris Willson is admitted and allowed by 
the Township Board to keep a tavern for the space of one year next 
ensuing, and no longer, in the bouse and place now oeoupied by the 
said Horris Willson, and no other. 

"Now, therefore, if the said Hurris Willson, during the time afore- 
said, shall beep and maintain good order and rule, and shall suffer no 
disorder nor unlawful game to be used in his said honse, or in any of 
the dependencies thereof, and shall sot break any of the laws for the 

otherwise in full foree. 

"This you acknowledge. Taken and acknowledged at the Town- 
ship Board, held for the Township of Green, in the connty of St. 
Joseph, and Territory of Michigan, this 2.1d day of March, 18,12." 

Mr. Willson began the construction of a small frame 
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house, but died before ity completion, his being the first 
death to occur in the township. 

James G. Corbus, the youngest of four pioneer brothers 
(Joseph C., John, Richard W., and James G.), was bom 
in Detroit in 1804. At an earfy age he married Miss Isbel 
Eddy, of the former city. His wife died shortly after the 
birth of a daufthter, now Mrs. Abel Coon, of Quincy vil- 
lage. In 1827, Mr. Corbus became a resident of Cleve- 
land, 0., where he remained until June, 1832, when 
(having meanwhile married Miss Nancy M. Moore, the 
daughter of one of Cleveland's pioneers) he came to Branch 
County. During the summer of 1832, as a contractor, he 
was engaged in the construction of that portion of the Chi- 
cago turnpike which crossed Bronson's Prairie. In Octo- 
ber of tbe same year he purcliased lands of the government, 
which were situated upon section 13, in this township, and 
early in the spring of 1833 he became an actual resident. 
Here he built the first framed house. It was commenced 
in 1833 and finished the following year. Men were hired 
to come from Vpsilanti to raise the frame, and the lumber 
with which it was completed was obtained at Orangeville. 
His house was also opened as a tavern, and during the 
years from 1835 to 1840, when emigrants via the Chicago 
road were streaming into the county by thousands, he and 
his good wife were kept busy night and day, to entertain 
them. Again, during the building of the Lake Shore Sail- 
road, in 1850, his house was filled to overflowing with fie 
workmen. He was the second treasurer elected in Branch 
County, and occupied many official positions in his town- 
ship. In 1852 he made an overland journey to California, 
and again in 1859. He died in 1872. His widow and 
surviving children reside as follows : Mrs. Nancy M. Corbus, 
Quincy, Mich. ; H. J. Corbus, Adrian, Mich. ; Mrs. R. R. 
Morse, Angola, Ind. ; and J. L. Corbus, St. Louis, Mo. 

John Cornish, one of the first settlers in Girard town- 
ship, bought the first land upon section 15, Oct. 16, 1833, 
and became the first settler upon the site of Quincy vil- 
lage in the fall of 1833. His house, a small log shanty, 
stood upon the site of Clark's " Quincy House." He 
erecWd the first framed house and barn in the village, 
1834. He also kept tavern, and the first town-meeting 
was held at his house in 1336, 

Ellis Russell, another very early pioneer, came in at 
about the same time, and leased of Mrs. Willson the " Will- 
son tavern." He afterwards purchased lands of the govern- 
ment, and settled upon section 14 in 1834. 

Among the settlers of 1835 were Henry Van Hyniug, 
who was one of Girard's very first pioneers ; James Ransom, 
from England ; Alanson Harger, from Madison Co., N. Y. ; 
John S. Belote, from Orleans Co., N. Y. ; Walter Loorais, 
from Ashtabula, Ohio ; David Newell, Monroe Co., N. Y. ; 
Peter Shook, Wayne Co., N. Y. ; David W. Baker, Mon- 
roe Co., N. Y. ; William Laughlin, Alva Buriison, Huron 
Co., Ohio; Bartholomew Hewett, Knos Co., Ohio; James 
CHzbe, Steuben Co., N. Y. ; Pearson Anson, Livingston 
Co., N. Y.; Griswold Bumham, Orleans Co., N. Y. ; 
Joseph T. Burnhara, Lenawee Co., Mich. ; Silas Hamil- 
ton and Conrad Rapp. 

James M. Burdick, a native of Livingston Co., N. ¥., 
emigrated at an early day with his father's family to Mon- 



roe County, of the same State. In the summer of 1830 he 
shouldered his rifle, and carrying a knapsack, the contents 
of which weighed 28 pounds, started on foot from the latter 
county to Bufialo, thence by steamer to Detroit. From 
Detroit he took the broad Indian trail that led him towards 
the southwest, and followed its course lintil he reached 
Allen's, in Hillsdale County, where he remained seven 
months. Jan. 1, 1831, he proceeded to Coldwater, and en- 
gaged to split rails for Abram F. Bolton. Three days later 
he moved into the woods, one and one-half miles north of 
Coldwater City, and began his labors. There was a great 
depth of snow, and his first work was to fell a basswood 
tree, split it, and hew out a shovel, with which he cleared 
away the snow from the spot selected to build his shanty. 
When his house was completed, he began splitting rails, 
and at the expiration of four months had enough to 
fence, and did fence, the first 80 acres so inclosed in 
Branch County, He obtained some of his supplies from 
Mr. Bolton, who lived four miles southeast of his shanty, 
but his rifle supplied him with meat, while an abundance 
of wild honey could be found in the woods. He says that 
he took 200 pounds of honey from a cherry-tree, which was 
only fifty yards distint from his shanty 

In February 1832 Mr Burdick iceompanied by his 
father, Ichabod H Burdick who had come out the fall 
previously and pur h'jsed hnd!i in Allen Hillsdale Co., re- 
turned to New lork dt vin^ the whole Jistanoe with horse 
and cutter. They traveled via Detroit and Canada. At 
the crossing of the Detroit River, fifteen miles below De- 
troit, they experienced a very narrow escape from floating 
into Lake Erie, They had arrived at about the middle of 
the river, when the ice broke up, became detached from 
both shores, and with a strong, steady current was sweeping 
them towards the great lake. The piece they were upon 
was nearly half a mile square, yet it was covered with 
water to the depth of three or four inches. After float- 
ing down some two or three miles, young Burdick dis- 
covered that the eastern edge of their ice-raft was separated 
from the firm ice on the eastern shore by an open space 
of about ten feet in width. This was nearer than they 
had yet been, and, as a large expanse of water could be 
seen down the river, he concluded that it was now or never. 
He had a good active young horse, — one in which he had 
great confidence as to his jumping qualities, as he had been 
tested on the frontier many times before. Informing his 
father of his intentions, they returned t 
they had left it and separated somewhat, 
accumulated weight of themselves, their horse and cutter, 
might cause all to break through), sprang in, and getting 
his horse well In hand, starting briskly forward, and away 
they sped for the leap. The horse performed his part 
nobly, and at the instant of making his jump the Burdicks 
threw themselves forward, and by their momentum assisted 
him greatly, besides saving themselves from being thrown 
backward into the swift, deep current, through which the 
rear part of their vehicle was dragged. They finally reached 
tijeir home in New York in safety, where young Burdick 
was married soon after. In March, 1832, the Burdicks 
(father and son) and Abigail Mosher, brother-in-law of ■> 
James M., returned to Michigan, settling in Allen township, "" 
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Hillsdale Co. Here, on section 15, James M. Burdick 
opened the first tavern Id 1832. In the spring of 1836 
he removed to Quinoy township and located upon section 
24, where he resided for many yeare. Ho was present 
at the first town-meeting in Quincy, where he was elected 
a school commissioner, also an inspector of schools, and is 
perhaps the only survivor of those elected at tJie first town- 
meeting. Ho also served with Capt. James Olds' company 
during the Black Hawk war, having been summoned Ki 
take the field while returning to Mich^an, in 1832, and 
when, with his young wife, he was yet fifteen miles distant 
from his destination. 

During the year 1836, Samuel H. Berry and his sons, 
Joseph, Knos G., and Bzi-a, became residents. They were 
from Barrington, N. H., originally, but had resided at dif- 
ferent periods in Wayne Co., Pa., Niagara and Chauta.uqua 
Cos., N. Y. Joseph, the oldest son, was the first ono of the 
family to visit Michigan, and was the leading spirit in the 
removal of his father's family from Chautauqua, N. Y., to 
Qulncj, Mich. He settled first on an 80-acre lot, begin- 
ning near the old cemetery, running north on what is now 
known as Main Street, one hundred rods north of the Chicago 
road, and eastward about one-fourth of a mile, and began the 
pursuits of a farmer. He also, at an early day, engaged in 
the hotel business on the site of the Quincy House, con- 
tinuing only a year or so. He gave his attention to farm- 
ing on a iarge scale, adding many acres to his first purchase. 
Mr. Berry has also been largely interested in the mercantile 
business of the village, first with his brothers Enos G. and 
Ezra, and William J. Briggs, then with G. O. Bailey, again 
as only proprietor, then with Mr. Ludlam as manager, and 
lastly with Oscar Williamson as superintendent of the store. 
The brick block now standing on the southwest comer of 
Chicago and Main Streets was built by him during his last 
years of business. In 1877 he made an extensive trade 
with Daniel Laraelere, of Tekonsha, whereby he became 
the owner of about 400 acres of valuable land and Mr. 
Laraelere of his store, mercantile business, with other prop- 
erty in Quincy. Mr. Berry at once removed to Tekonsha, 
where he still resides, though he is a heavy taxpayer on 
property in this town. 

He was married in 1837 to Miss Sophia S. Brown, of 
Quincy. As a citizen he has always been among the fore- 
most in aiding improvements, and where new schemes have 
been entertained for building up the village his name has 
generally preceded a lai^e sum as a subscription. 

Dr. Enos G. Berry, the first supervisor, first postmaster, 
and first resident pliysician in the township, was during 
his lifetime a most prominent man. He settled upon sec- 
tions 21 and 22. His portrait and biography, together 
with those of his widow, — the eldest child of Quincy's first 
settler,— will be found upon another page. 

Ezra Berry, the youngest of the brothers who settled 
here, was sixteen years old when the family removed to 
Michigan, and was required to drive two cows the entire 
distance, himself on foot. The journey occupied e^hteen 
days, and his total expenses amounted to S7.50. On his 
arrival he was made an assistant of his father in the hotel 
business. The hostelry was the building now occupied by 
Simon Mowry, on West Chicago Street. In 1837 his 
23 



brother. Dr. Berry, being made postmaster, Ezra was placed 
in chaise of the office, the contents of which were at first 
kept in a bushel basket, and continued in that service until 
1840, when he commenced preaching as a Methodist min- 
ister, traveling this circuit as an employee of the presiding 
elder, in connection with Revs. Roswell Parker, Peter 
Sabin, and others. From 1842 to 1844 he was engaged 
in the mercantile business in Coldwater with Ira Bidwell. 
He again engaged in ministerial labor in 1844; in 1847, 
mercantile business again; in 1851, lumbering; during 
1852, superintendent of a railroad corps, running a line of 
road through the Kankakee Swamp ; In 1854, lumbering ; 
in 1855, merchant at Burr Oak ; burned out in 1857. 
Then removed to Quincy and sold goods until 1866, since 
which time he has practiced law. He took up the study 
of law early in life, and was admitted to the bar in 1846. 

John Broughton and Lester Broughton, brothers, natives 
of Vermont, removed at an early day to Western New 
York, thence to Lorain Co, 0., and to Quincy in 1836. 
John Broughton kept tavern for some years upon the 
brick-yard farm, between Coldwater and Quincy. He also 
speculated to some extent in government lands, and was a 
contractor duiing ihe building of the Lake Shore Railroad. 
He was a strong and vigorous man, accustomed to having 
things move his own way, impulsive and ardent in his 
views, but always maintained a high position for character 
among his neighbors. He cast the first vote in Quincy 
township,-on- the morning of April 4, 1836, and was one 
of'tlie founders of the Methodist Episcopal Church of 
Quincy village. Their first meeting was held at his house. 
He died Feb, 2, 1879 ; was born Nov. 8, 1793. 

Geoi^c Boon was born in Philadelphia, July 27, 1802. 
His parents removed to New York City in 1806, to Peeks- 
kill in 1810, and to West Point in 1812. In 1814 to 
Ontario Co., N. Y. In 1836 he removed to Quincy, and 
purchased a wild farm of Griswold Burnham, where he 
now resides. During the years 1836 and 1837 a great 
many settlers came in, and houses sprang up on every sec- 
tion in the township. Among them were Alpheus Wil- 
liams, from Niagara, N. Y. ; Philander and Hiram Corless, 
from Canada ; Thaddeus E. Ball, from Oneida Co., N. Y. ; 
Russell Darwin and Ebenezer L. Donahee, from Erie Co., 
N. Y, ; Anse! Nichols, from Oswego Co., N. Y ; Peter M. 
Newbery, from Saratoga Co., N. Y, ; Caleb Burlingame, 
Chenango Co., N. Y. ; Jeremiah B. Whelan, Livingston 
Co., N. Y. ; James Ashton, England ; L, G. Sice, Genesee 
Co., N. Y. ; John Sinclair, Seneca Co., N. Y. ; David 
Blood, Onondaga Co., N. Y. ; George P., H. P., and Simon 
Babcock, Orleans Co., N. Y. ; Chauncey E. Whitney, Liv- 
ingston Co., N. Y., and many others, whose names will be 
found in the alphabetical list of pioneers, first land entries, 
statistical reports, lists of township and village officers, etc., 
to which the reader is respectfully referred. 

William P. Arnold, a native of Rutland Co., Vt., and 
who had previously resided in Niagara and Chautauqua 
Cos., N. Y., came to Branch County in June, 1833. He 
first settled upon the premises now occupied by Canfield 
Fisk, in the town of Coldwater; here he built a small log 
house, which stood between Mr, Fisk's present residence 
and the road, He also built the farm-hou^ noT-^And^qd p 
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on the comer of the above-mentioned land. In 1839 he 
removed to Quincy, and settled upon the premises now 
occupied by him. Here he huilt a small frame house, 
which he now uses as a corn-honse. From the time of 
his becoming a citizen of Quincy until the present, Mr. 
Arnold has been active and prominent in all public as well 
as private matters, which had in view the advancement and 
prosperity of his village and township. He has most 
worthily filled many positions of trust and honor. He 
was chosen supervisor in 1840, and received the honor of 
being re-elected in consecutive years to 1852, inclusive. In 
the latter year he was elected to the Legislature, represent- 
ing his district for one term. He was again elected super- 
visor in I8C7, l'i68, 1871, 1874, 1S75 and 187C 

QDINCl S PIONtbERS 

Alphabetical list of the pioneers of Qumey township, who, 
with a few exceptions, were all settled here in years prior to 
1840, showing ilso the sections upon which thej resided 



Allen, Benjamin 
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Groiendjke, AsiiT 
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Howell, Jsines 
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Harger, Alanson 
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Arnold, Wm. P. 
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Shook, Peter 
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Van Hyning, Henry.. 
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Glaun,JohnM 









CIVIL HISTORY. 

The Senat* and House of Representatives of the State 
of Michigan, by an act approved March 23, 1836, erected 
Quincy from Coidwater township. 

The original boundaries of the township, and the place 
designated for holding the first township-meeting, were, by 
that act, defined as follows : 

" Seclhn 18.— All that portion of the oounty of Branch designaled 
by the United States survey as townehipe six, seven, and eight, south 
of range live west, be, iind the same is, hereby sot oiT and organised 
into a separate township by the name of Quincy, nnd the first town- 
ship-meeting therein shall bo held at the dwelling-houBe of John 

We thus find thit for i penod of two years Quincy in 
eluded within its limits the present townships of Algansee 
and California 

In their pitition tn the Legislature, asking for the forma 
tion of •> new township, the people sent forward the uime 
of Springfield or Spnngville Bat as anothei township in 
the State had alreidy adopted the name mentioned by the 
petltionera, Dr Hinm Alden who then represented the 
county of Branch, suggested the nirae of Quincy, which 
WIS adopted It IS claimed that the name is derived from 
Quincy, M i^s , the former rcMdence of Mr Alden 

Algansi I , including Cahforoia, wis set ofi is a separite 
township Apn! 2, IfelS 



OP FIRST TOWNMIIP MEETING — OlFICERS 
EIECrjD 

At the fir^t township election the electors as^iemhled at 
the house of John Cornish, on the 4th day of April, 1836, 
and organized the meeting by choosing John Cornish, Esq., 
Moderator; Thomas Wheeler, Clerk ; and Enos G. Berry, 
Assistant Moderator. As a result of (his meeting, the 
following- named persons were chosen township officers, to 
serve for the period of one year ; Enos Q. Berry, Super- 
visor ; David W. Baker, Town Clerk ; John Cornish, James 
G. Corbus, Samuel Beach, Enos G. Berry, Justices of the 
Peaoe; Samuel H. Berry, Luther Briggs, James Adams, 
Assessors ; Joseph T. Burnham, Pearson Anson, James 
Adams, Highway Commissioners; James M. Burdick, 
Ellis Russell, Thomas Wheeler, Commissioners of Common 
Schools; Joseph L. Hartsough, James Adams, James M. 
Burdick, Inspectors of Common Schools; Griswold Burn- 
ham, Collector ; Pearson Anson, Griswold Burnham, Con- 
stables ; Samuel H. Berry, Conrad Rapp, Overseers of the 
Poor; District No. 1, Thomas Wheeler, District No. 2, 
Pearson Anson, District No. 3, Joseph L. Hartsough, 
Overseers of Highways. 

Voled, That pathmasters be fence- viewers. 

Voted, That all hogs over twenty-five pounds in weight 
be free commoners. 

At a special township-meeting held September 27, 1836, 
for the purpose of electing a constable and collector, offices 
made vacant by the continued absence of Griswold Burn- 
ham, Ellis Russell was elected Collector, and James M. 
Burdick, Constable. 

At the annual township-meetiog of 1837, 850 were voted 
for the support of the poor, anfl^l^^j j^f (^^^@^^(^ 
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of highways. Thirty-five dollars were appropriated for the 
repair of the bridge across Hog River in 1839, 

At a meeting of the assessors, convened at the house of 
Enos G. Berry, May 18, 1839, the following-named persons 
were selected to serve as jurors for the town of Quincy : 
David W. Baker, Joseph T. Burnham, Solomon Wood, 
William S. Rovie, George Boon', Luther Bri^s, Ellis Rus- 
sell, Alpheus Williams, James Howell, George Boss, Miles 
C. Curtiss, Alexander Reynolds, Hiram Coriess, Gerritt 
Carson, Jones Smith, Geoi^o P. Babcock, Harvey P, Bab- 
cock, Hiram Clizbe, Philander Corles-s, Peter Emmons, Bar- 
tholomew Hewett, Peter M. Newberry, Harvey Odell, 
Moses Trim, Edward Perry, Horace Chittenden, Timothy 
Miller, Lester Broughton, Peries Lincoln, Peter Shook, 
James Clizbe, Jr., James G. Coibus, Elijah Lelaod, Ansel 
Nichols, John M, Glann. 

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS. 

Tabular list of the principal township officers from 1836 
to 1878, inclusive. 



Justlcei of the Fsue. 

Ooorge B. Knight. 
Almeron J. Wright. 
Zcbedoe 8nan. 
Almeron J. Wright. 
Aaron W, Barbor. 



Cliirk 
Rogeri 



Luther Brigga, 
James Adams, 
John Broughton 



1838. John Broughton. 
183B. Joseph Berry. 



Solon 



ion Wood. 



Barnabiu W 



Pater M. Nswberrr, Leslar Broughton. 
WiUiam Prentiss, Wingoi«0. Campbell. 
Lester Broughton. Joseph T. Burnham, 
Peries Linoola. Peter M. Newberry. 

Petor M. Newberrj. Ansel Nichola. 
E. L. Donahue. Lester Broughton, 

Ljman Cole, Alpheus Williams. 











James G. Co.-bus. 


1841. " 


Alpheus Williams 


George Boon. 










Samuel Beach. 




John Broughton. 


Lester Broughton. 










Enos Q. Berry. 




Alva Burliaon. 




1S37. '■ 


" 




.- ., 


Luther Stiles. 


1342. " " 


Lyman Cole. 


George Boon. 


1833. " 






Ellis Russell, 


James G. Corbus. 
Solomon Wood. 




Alpheus Williums 


Pefer Shook, 
David Perry. 










James Smith. 


1843. " 


Alva Burlison, 


Job H. Moore. 


1839. Jam 


es Adams 




James G. Corbus 


Moses Trim. 




Elisha Williams. 


George Boon. 


1840. Wil 


iamP. A 


noU 


" 


Peries Linooln. 






Luoas Joseph. 










Enos Q. Berry, 


1844. " 


Winsor 0. Campbell. Harvey P. Baboock. 










James Clizbe. 




Asa C. Bowen. 


Lucas Joseph. 


1841, 






Alvarado Brown. 








Smith Bowen. 


1S42. 








Aaron McGinness. 


1845. ■■ 


Lyman Cole, 


Lueas Joseph. 


1843. 








C.B.Whitney, 




W. B. BoEter. 


Harvey F. Babcock.. 










Ebenezer Mudge. 






Smith Bowen. 










Stephen Edmonds. 
Aaron McQinness. 


1846, Jose].h T. Burnliai 


. Alvah Burlison. 


Alfred Willmarth, 


1846. 






„ 




Joseph W, Kennon 


Wesley Lockwood, 


tS4r. 






Dan. M. Thomas, 


Winsor 0. Campbell. 
James G. Corbus. 


1847, '• 


(ftipervisor,) 


John Nichols. 
Lyman Cole. 


1849. ' 






" 


Joseph Berry. 
David W. Baker. 






Lucas Joseph, 
H, F. Babeoek. 


1850. ' 






John H. Edwards 


James 0. Corbus. 
Samuel Etheridge. 


1848. " 


Alvah Burlison, 
John Niehols. 




1851, 






Nathan B. Hewett 


Allen C. Culver, 


1349. Ira Clizbe. 




R. N. T. D. Decker, 


1852, 






.. 


Job W. Briggs. 


1850, Timothy Lockwood 




James E. Gould. 


1S53. Ljm 


an Cole. 






AlansonHarger. 






John Nichols. 


1854, ■ 


" 






James G. Corbus, 


1361. Aaron McGinness. 


" 


Delevan Tiukham. 


1855. Pete 


M. Newb 


errj 


Moses A. Howett. 


Ebeneser Mudge. 


1S52. " 


Peter Shook. 


John Broughton, 


1856, Bbe 


ezer Mudge. 


Benj. F. Clark. 


John H. Jones. 




John Nichols. 




1867. Will 


amNewb 


rry 


Moses A. Hewett. 


Abijah Mosher. 


1853. Jacob C. Boon. 


(Supervisor.) 


Stephen S.Lampman. 


1858, 








Amos Culver. 


18o4. Daniel Williams. 




George W. Cha^e, 


18fi9. Orrin M. Bowe 




Julius J. Gregory. 


Ezra Perry, 


1855. Hosea J. Corbus. 




P. P. Williams. 


I860. " 


" 






Jolm H. Jones. 
Martin Hawley, 






Joseph T. Jones. 


1863, " 


" 




.. 


Amos Culver. 


1856. Otis Gager, 


" 


Joseph S. Swan. 


IBflS. John 


II. Jone^ 






Charles A. Edmonds. 






Joseph T. Jones. 


1364. ■• 






" 


Rodney K. Twadell. 


1857, Milan M.Brown. 




Plorello P. Williams. 


1865. " 


.^ 




Moses A. Hewett. 


Jacob kin<;aid. 


1859. Jaeob Weaver. 


" 


Walton J. Barnes. 


1866, " 


" 




Jay L. Taylor. 


Aaron W, Barber. 


1860. Harlow W.Williams 




William Newberry. 


13S7. Will 
1868. 


am P. Am 


old. 


DaaielW. Sawyer. 


Martin Hawley. 
Clark C. Sears. 






Nathan Swan, 
Jos. H, Withinglon. 


1869. John 


Sebring. 




,. 


George B. Knight. 


1861. William P, Arnold. 


" 












Aaton W. Barber. 
Alvarado Brown. 








1871. Will 


am P, Am 


old. 




« Ellis Russell was elec 


ed colUelor in 1836 


and jBSeph Berry in 


1872. John 


H. Jones. 




Daniel W. Sawyer. 


Clark C. Sears. 


1337. No treasurer was elected during the >an 
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865. Lymi 

.866, Dflui 
.867. Ljmi 



868 
869 


Zadoek C. Rose. " 


Z, 0. Swan. 

Kella M. Campbell. 


870 


Guy E. Bennett. 


WilUam P. llarman. 


871 


" " 


Jacob Weaver, 
Keuben A. ISaggei'ly 


872 


Jay L, Taylor. 


Bella M. C»nipbel[. 


873 


Zadoek C. Roas. 


Reuben A, liaggci'ly 


874 


Martin Ilaivley. 


Levi Swan. 


875 


Zadoek C. Rose. 


Peter M. Newberry. 


876 


Almcron J. Wright. 


Eodney K. Twadell. 


878 


Cyrua Wiloos. 


John R. Morey. 



INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

Chicago Road, — -The United States military road, which 
extends from Detruit to Chicago, better known as the 
" Chio^o turnpike," enters the town from the east, and 
running due west through the centre of sections 13 and 
14, thence bears off to t!»e southwest, intersecting in its 
further course sections 15, 16, 21, 20, and 19. 

It passes through the centre of Quinoy village. It was 
the first highway projected and completed through the 
township, and this portion of it was finished during the 



First Highways Established by Turnpike Authorities. — 
In August, 1836, Janies Adams and Pearson Anson, com- 
posing a majority of the first board of highway commis- 
sioners, established five roads, described by Lenmol Sowie, 
surveyor, as follows ; 

" 1st, Beginning on the north side of township 6, south 
of range 5 west, at the northwest corner of section 3, and 
the northeast corner of section 4, thence south on the sec- 
tion line to the Chicago road. 

" 2d. Beginning at the northwest corner of section 4, 
and the northeast corner of section 5, township 6 south, 
range 5 west, thence south to the Chicago road. 

" 3d. Also a road in township 6 south, range 5 west, 
beginning at the northwest corner of section 5, and the 
northeast corner of section 6, thence south to the Chicago 

" 4th. Also a road in township 6 south, range 5 west, 
beginning at the quarter post on the north side of section 
2, and running south to the Chicago road. 

" 5th. Also a road in township 6 south, range 5 west, 
beginning at the quarter-post on the centre of section 7, 
thence running south to the Chicago road." 

Eiulroads. — The Lake Shore and Michigan Southern 
Railroad enters the town from the east, and runs in a 
southwest course through the central part. Quincy village 
is il4 only station in the township. It was completed in 
1851-52. The building of this railroad was the most im- 
portant event in the history of the township, and to that 
cause may be ascribed its present prosperity. 

■ Mr. Lucas Joseph was prominently identified with the 
establishment of the station at this point, and erected the 



warehouse used for stui-age purposes at the present time. 
It is said that he assisted to line and score every stick of 
hewn timber in the building. The earth and trestle-work 
approaches to the building were built by Br. Enos O. Berry, 
who sub-contracted from Mr. Joseph. 

Quincy Chain Lake Channel Company. — By an in- 
spection of the maps of Southern Michigan and Northern 
Indiana, the reader will observe that a chain of lakes ex- 
tends in a southwestern direction from Quincy, Mich., to 
Orland, Ind., tho distance between the two points being 
about forty miles. These lakes lie five hundred feet above 
Lake Brie. Several of them are beautiful sheets of water ; 
especially is it so of Marble and Coldwater. Their waters 
are deep and clear, and to lovers of the sport piscatorial 
afford excellent fishing-grounds for taking the mammoth 
pickerel, bass, and white-fish which abound in their depths. 
Those included in the first twenty miles from Quincy arc 
all on the same level, are separated one from another by but 
short spaces of intervening land, and, no doubt, until within 
a very recent period of the world's history, wore one con- 
tinuous body of water. 

In the month of March, 1878, Mr. James Donovan, of 
Quincy, conceived the idea of connecting these lakes, and 
navigating them by dredging a channel from one to another. 
Communicating his views to R. W. Berry, Esq., they decided 
it to be practical, and at once called civil engineers and 
practical dredging men to the survey of the proposed route, 
who pronounced the scheme feasible, and a good one. On 
the 19th of April, 1878, Messrs. Donovan and Berry began 
the canvass for subscriptions to form a stock company. By 
June their purpose was accomplished, and a meeting of the 
stockholders being called, a company was then formed under 
the corporate title of " Quincy Chsun Lake Channel Com- 
pany," with nine directors, James Donovan as President, 
R. W. Berry, Secretary and Treasurer. June 24, four bids 
were received for doing the dredging, and the contract was 
finally awarded to Wilcox Brothers & Stock, of Toledo, 
Ohio. Work on the dredge-boat was immediately com- 
meoccd, and August 3 the dredge " Channel Pioneer" was 
launched from the foot of " lice's Back," there being as- 
sembled about eight thousand people, — an assemblage seldom 
if ever equaled in numbers in Branch County. August 
16, work was commenced on the channel, and steadily pro- 
gressed until the frosts of winter compelled a cessation. 
At this time about nine miles are completed, which connects 
with the Lake Shore Railroad. 

A steam yacht was launched December 3, which, when 
finished, will accommodate three hundred people, and a 
larger boat is to be placed upon the lakes the coming spring. 
According to present contract, twenty miles will be opened 
to navigation June 1,1879, and when all contemplated water- 
ways are opened, excursionists, sportsmen, and pleasure-seek- 
ers will here find a locality unsurpassed by any ietween 
Toledo and Chicago. 

ST ATISTICAI.— 1B37-1 874. 

1837.-— A complete list of the resident land-owners in 

Quincy township in 1837, showing also their location by 

sections, the number of aores owned, and the kind and 

number of live stock possessed by each at ifeati^i^Q |(^ 
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L;maD Cole, Seotion 12, 120 iwtm, une 
Ansel Nichols, Seotion 1, 240 nores, two 
P«ter Shook, Sectioa 1, 1B6 acres, 1 oon 
Benjamin Alien, Section 1, ISO acrca. 
Dttvid W. Baker, Sootiona 13 and 14, 32 
Ambrose Grow, Seotion 14, 170 acres, ti 
Ellis Ruaaell, Section 14, SO acres) one c 
William S. Rnssell, Seetion 13, 80 aares. 
GBorge Boon, Scotione 12 and 13, ISO m 
William Laughlin, Section 23, 20 lujres, 
James M. Burdiek, Se«tion 24, SO acree, 
James Darling, Seoliun 23, 20 acres, one 



Abrai 



Veas. 



n24, S 



Morrie F. llanos. 

Marcns Curtiss, Seclions 19 and 20, t acres. 

Alva Chirk, Seotion 9, SO acrea. 

Bartholomew Hcwett, Sections ir and 21, 320 ai 

Sc[uire Aigor, Seotion B, SO aoree, one cow, two i 

Bnoa G. Berrj, Sections 21 and 22, ISO aorea, one 

Joaeph Berry, Seotion 1 5, 76 aorea, three cows, t 

James Adams, Seotiona 10 and 15, 120 ocrrss, twc 

FearaoD Anson, Section 15, 1 acre. 

D. S, Bagley, Seotion 15, 1 acre, two cows, one 1 

Simeon Gager, Section 15, 1 acre. 

John Broughton, Seotiona 22, 2S, 29, IDU ai^re 



John Himrod, Section 2 




ores. 


Leat«r Bronghton, fieoti 


n2S 




Walter Loomia, Section 






John Cornish, Sections 


and 




Henry Van Hyning, Seotiona 


7 and 20, 12 


Abram Crafl, Section 2( 


40 a 




Lemuel Sowle, SeoUon 20, 40 


cres. 


James Ranaom, Seotion 20, 16 


acres, one » 


Alanson Harger, Seotion 


a 20 a 


nd 21, 120 ac 


Leti G. Rioe, Seotion 11 


80 a. 


res, two cow 


Jamea Smith, Sections. 6 


and 19, 90 acres, o 


Aieiander Reynolds, Se 


tioDS 


S and 19, 45 


horse. 






Henry MoConaell, Secti 


n19, 


SO acrea. 


David Newell, Seotions IS am 


I9,160a*res 


John Sinclair, Seotion 9 


80 ac 


res, two oxen 


Joaeph Howell, Section 


R, R( 




George Roaa, Section 7, 


lilac 


BE, ono cow. 


Barnabas Wing, Seotioa 


7.40 


acrea, two ax 


Alpheua WilUoms, Secti 


n7. 


20 acrea, one 


Philander Corleas, Beoli 


nnlS 


80 acres, two 


Hiram Corlesg, Sections 


;7, 18 


and 19, 8S0 


horse, four osen. 






David Blood, Seotion 8, 


80 oc 


es. 



Madison Brown, Seotion 3, SO aorea. 

H. Francis Babcock, Section 17, ISO acres, < 

George P. Babcook, Sections 5 and 8, 240 a< 

Chauncey E. Whitney, Seotion 8, ISO aorea, 

Simeon Babcock, Section 5, 80 acres, two co 

Caleb Burlingame, Section S, 90 aorea. 

Rnaaell Darwin, Section 5, SO acres. 

E. h. Donahee, Seotion 5, 92 acres, one cow, 

Anselam R. Arnold, Sections IS and 19, 1 



10 Otis, E 



», 10 acres. 



Population 

Number of formers.... 
Acres in farm lands... 



Bushe 
Fount 



Is potat<.es har s ed 


1873 


11113 


"i^wool sheared. 




6 OB 












2 014 


butter, 




1 5 440 


fruit dried for no k 










6B50 






1205 
822 


of fruit and regetabie ( 


ro ducts a 


tl9 440 

















ol 1 othe than 



sheared, 1873.... 



The fiiBt school-house reeled n the township was built 
in the spring of 1837. It was a log structure and stood 
upon the grounds now ow el by tl e ra Iroad con pany in 
the village of Quiney. M ^s Anna Eober s of Coldwater 
taught the first school in th s house dur ng tl e bixae sum 
mer. During the fall of 1837 a small frame school 1 ouse 
was built in the " Hog Creek d stnc and n 1838 the 
third aehool-house — a lOp, o e — was 1" It o the 1 ne of the 
Chicago road, two miles est of Quiney v lla^e \lthougli 
school commissioners and specters have been innuilly 
elected since 1836, no record of the r proceed ngs pr or to 
1847, are preserved. 

April 24, 1847, certificates to teach primary schools were 
granted to Minerva Smith, Sarah Mudge, Charlotte H. Cor- 
bus Donsta C Howe ind Miry F Beach 

From a leport made May 25 1847 we find that the 
total number of (.hildrtn of 'wihool a„e jcsiding m the 
towns-hif ind the iniount of money app rtioned was as 
fdlow* 



From the report of the school inspectors of the township, 
made for the year ending Sept. 2, 1878, we take the follow- 



Seatiug capacity of all the aohool-houaea 801 

Value of school property $21,125.01 

Children of school sge residing in the township 751 

Children attending school during the year SOI 



Male teachers employed during the year 
Female teachers employed during the year 
Aggregate number of months taught by n 



$2,0S3.5a 
. . $1,416.20 
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Moneyson hand Sept. 2, 1877 $8+3.19 

Two-mill tfti 820.25 

Primary school fund 347.T7 

Tuition, n on -resident echolara 94.62 

District lases for all purposes 3,915.24 

Raised for all other purposes 52.98 

Tot»l rOBOurees for tlie year S6,0M.05 

TaaoherB' nagas 13,478. TO 

Building and repairs 44.66 

Bonded indebtednasB 1,309.31 

All other pnrposes 771.33 

Amount on hand Sept. 2, 1B78 571.62 

Total expenditures including ivm'nt on hand. 16,075.67 

BloesB of eipanditures over reeeiptti 1.62 

Total indebtedness of the districts (which belongs 

to District No. 2) Sept. 3, J878 S1,5S0.00 

QUINCY VILLAGE. 

Quincy, an incorporated village of about 1800 Iiihabi- 
tants, is centrally located in the township of the same name. 
It is a station on the line of the Lake Shore and Michigan 
Southern Railroad, eighty-three miles from Toledo, one 
hundred and sixty-two from Chicago, and sis miles east of 
Coldwater City, the county-seat. It is also on the line of 
the old " Chicago turnpike," one hundred miles southwest 
of Detroit. 

Situated in the midst of as fine an agricultural district as 
can be found in Southern Michigan, and in direct communi- 
cation with the great markets East and West, its import- 
ance as a commercial centre increases largely year by year, 
and its business men are enabled to compete successfully 
with those of neighboriog towns and cities for the trade of 
those who reside in outlying townships. 

It contains ftye churches,— Presbyterian, Methodist Epis- 
copal, Baptist, Adventists, and Disciple, — Union School 
Building, two hotels, " Quincy" and " Payette" Houses, three 
newspapers, — Times, Herald, and LUeraary Reporter, — one 
stave- and heading-factory, one sash- aod blind-factory, one 
flouring-mill, one saw- and planing-mill, one saw-mill (ex- 
clusively), one foundry, one wire bed-«pring factory, one 
broom-factory, two carriage-fectories, two banks, four dry- 
goods stores, four drug-stores, five grocery-stores, three hard- 
ware-stores, one furniture-store, one clothing- store, two book- 
stores, one agricultural-store, two boot- and shoe-stores, two 
harness-stores, tjiree jewelry- stores, four millinery-stores, one 
picture-frame and mouhling store, two commercial agen- 
cies, three sewing-machine agencies, one bakery, two meat- 
markets, one marble-cutter, one news-depot, two pump-stores, 
two photograph -galleries, two livery-stables, three paint- 
shops, two barber-shops, three carpenter-shops, five black- 
smith-shops, two tailor-shops. United Slates ezpress-offiee, 
two photographers, one dentist, three lawyers, one under- 
taking establishment, four physicians, and four clergymen. 

The foregoing list gives a total of about one hundred dii- 
ferent branches of mercantile, manufacturing, and profes- 
sional interests, and does not include mechanics who have 
no regular shops. 

As an illustration of tlie remarkable pivsspei'ity attending 
this community, the following statistics, compiled and pub- 
lished in a Herald supplement, Jan. 3, 1879, 



In the mercantile line the sales during the past year foot 
up about 8250,000, not including produce. Of this there 
has been sold groceries, $49,000 ; dry-goods, $86,000 ; hard- 
ware, |36,000 ; boots, shoes, and repairs, 827,000; drugs, 
and fancy articles, $21,000; clothing, $17,000; furniture 
and undertaking, 87^00 ; harness and trimmings, $6800 ; 
pumps and repairs, $2900 ; i^icultural implements, 88000; 
picture-frames and mouldings, $1500 ; sewing-machines, 
$1300; books, $1000; millinery, $40110. 

The sales of the manufactories will show an aggregate of 
$100,000. The arrivals at the hotels during the year 
1878, as shown by the registers, were 6700. Daring the 
sis months ending Dec. 1, 1878, the banks report ex- 
change sold, $218,814.23 ; clearances, $1,929,000 ; de- 
posits, $669,016. 

The express-office, under the management of G. B. 
Knight, sent out during the year, 2000 parcels and received 
3000. 

The post-office, M. M. Brown, postmaster, issued 1000 
money-orders ; and sold cards, stamps, envelopes, etc., to 
the amount of $1807. 

The railroad station, Thomas R. Rathburn, agent, furn- 
ishes a report of business unequalcd by any station of the 
same population on the line. The amount of freight 
shipped during eleven months ending Dec. 1, 1878, was 
8,885,803 pounds ; freight received, 3,966,097 ; Yielding 
a revenue to the company, from freight alone, of $13,143. 
The freight shipped consisted of 3,678,705 pounds of 
grain, 1,222,950 pounds of apples, 1,891,872 pounds of 
manufactured articles, 980,325 pounds of live stock, 207,- 
700 pounds of flour, 205,470 pounds of vegetables, and 
698,281 pounds of miscellaneous freight. There were re- 
ceived from sale of tickets S7059. 

The live stock trade was represented by Messrs. E. B. 
Church, Andrew Torbron, Joseph Barnes, and David 
Preddy, who purchased during the year 3250 hogs, 408 
cattle, 795 sheep, for which they paid out $34,386. 

Messrs. Daniel Larzelcro and H. J. Scholey, representa- 
tives of the grain market, have during the same time paid 
out: for wheat and oats, 167,723 ; wool, $12,600 ; clover 
seed and buckwheat, 81455 ; and dressed pork, $1200. 

In the shops and manufactories 117 persons are em- 
ployed, and about the same number in mercantile places of 
business, hotels, livery, millinery, dressmaking and tailor- 
ing establishments. Among the special branches of busi- 
ness we find Dr. F. E. Marsh, who has gained a national 
reputation for his suscessfiil treatment of the " opium 
habit," and C. W. Bennett, who, with his " Eicelsior Club 
List," has 500 papers and magazines upon his lists, 1000 
agents, and 20,000 patrons, who are located in every State, 
Territory, and province of Norti America, while England, 
Germany, and Japan are also represented. His monthly. 
The Literary Reporter, is mailed to 500 post-offices. 

Mach else might be written concerning the business of 
the village and the activity of its inhabitants, but it will 
suffice to remark that a flne new brick hotel, a noble school 
edifice, and many tasteful private residences adorn its 
streets, while several of the brick blocks in the business 
centre would do no discredit to towns of much larger size 
and iar greater pretensions. 
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ITS PIONEERS AND EAKLT HISTORY. 

The original owners of its site were John Cornish, John 
Brougliton, Joseph Berry, Dr. Enoa G, Berry, William P. 
Arnold, and others, whose names will be found in the list of 
"first land entries," — land sections 15, 16,21, and 22. 

The first house was built by John Cornish in the fall of 
1833 and was of logs. In the summer of 1834 he erected 
a frame house on the site of Clark's Quiney House, which 
was opened bj him as a tivern He seems to have resided 
here alone until the Berrys and John Broughton came in, 
in 1836 It IS claimed that the only residents here in 
1842 were Joseph Berry Eno* G Berry, Daniel S. Bag- 
ley, blacksmith tnd pettifogger John Biou^hton, farmer, 
Alfred Wilmirth, Abel Coon, shoemiker and Wm. P. 
Arnold, farmei Joseph Berry kept tavern in the house 
erected by Cornish, md was il-o interested in i small store, 
which stood on the site of Turner's drug-store. The post- 
office was one mile west of the village, Dr. B. G. Berry, 
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uilding and completion of the Lake Shore and 
Southern Railroad and the establishment of 
e a slight impetus toward making 
this a central point. Still we- find that in 1853 the 
village contained but about a dozen dwelling-houaes,— 
a tavern on the Quiney House site, kept by Windsor 
Campbell, while Charles Caswell kept the only store, which 
was situated where the agricultural store now stands. 
Benjamin P. Wheat was postmaster ; Brs. — ■■■ Berry and 

Hewett the physicians. Mr. Wheat settled here in 

1852, and the following year built a store upon the site of 
J. C. Bennett's Block. The building then erected is now 
occupied by h. B. Vaughn, on South Main Street. B. N. 
Sheldon came from Lenawee County, and settled here in 
October, 1853. He soon after engaged in the sale of drugs 
and groceries, occupping the building before mentioned as 
standing on the site of Turner's drug-store. He claims to 
have purchased the first wheat that was unloaded from the 
top of the embankment into the storehouse,— 1500 bushels, 
at $2 per bushel. 

The wooden row on the southeast comer of Chicago and 
Main Streets, was built in 1855. The first brick store was 
erected the same year by Charles Caswell and Daniel Vur- 
num, Ebenezer Mudge doing the mason-work. Harris Wil- 
bur built his store about 1858. Martin Hawley built his 
saw-mill about three years previously. The village was incor- 
porated in 1858, and according to the voles given to candi- 
dates for the Presidency, it then contained a population of 
about 400 inhabitants. The flouring-mill was erected by 

Spearman in 1863. The stave- and heading-factory, 

— from which should be dated the commencement of 
Quincy's career of growth and prosperity,— one year later. 

The post-office was made a money-order office in 1869. 
In 1870 the village contained a population of 900 inhab- 
itants. Its population has doubled since that period. As- 
sessed valuation of real estate, 1878, $522,485; total 
amount of taxes collected during the same year, $1200. 
The village is dow free from debt, and has a fund of 
$1375,81 in its treasury. 

Among those who have done much towards building up 
the village, advanced its prosperity, and made it the pride 



of those who claim it as their residence to-day, we should 
mention the names of Joseph Berry, William P. Arnold, 
Enos G. Berry, Benj, F. Wheat, Simon Mowry, Horace 
Lownsberry, Curnelius Shear, Charles N. Wilcos, Ebenezer 
Mudge, Havens Wilbur, A. D. Young, H. D. Young, James 
Donovan, Mr. Coniey, J. C. Bennett, Thomas Clark, Wil- 
liam Joseph, Lewis P, Swift, C. V. R. Pond, M. M. Brown, 
J. B Sutton, and B. N. Sheldon. 

INCORPORATION. 

At a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors for the 
county of Branch, held at the court-house in the village of 
Coldwater, in said county, on Thuraday, Oct. 14, 1858, 
they enacted as follows: " That so much of the township 
of Quiney, in the county of Branch, as is included within 
the following boundaries, to wit : Commencing at the cen- 
tre of section No. 16, and I'unning thence east to a point 
eighty rods east of the centre of section No. 15, thence 
south to the section-line between sections 15 and 22, thence 
west on said line eighty rods, thence south eighty rodsi 
thence west to the quarter- section line running north and 
south on section No. 21, thence north on said quarter- 
section line to the place of beginning, shall be, and the 
same is hereby constituted, a town corporate, by the name 
and title of the village of Quiney.* 

" The first election of said corporation shall be held at 
the house of Emory W. Fillmore, in said village, on the 
third Monday of November nest, and William P. Arnold, 
Ebenezer Mudge, and Moses A. Hewett are hereby ap- 
pointed inspectors thereof This act to take immediate 

FIRST CORPORATION ELECTION. 

At the first corporation election, which was held on 
Monday, Nov. 15, 1858, the whole number of votes cast 
for the candidates for the office of village president being 
112, of which Ebenezer Mudge received 90, and Havens 
Wilbur 22. 

The following-named village officers were chosen at this 
election : Ebenezer Mudge, President ; Moses A. Hewett, 
Clerk ; Cornelius Shear, Havens Wilbur, David 0. Myers, 
John Sebring, William P. Arnold, Martin Hawley, Trus- 
tees ; Harlow W. Williams, Julius I. Gregory, Assessors ; 
Alien C. Culver, Marshal ; Alden Gregory, Treasurer ; 
Harlow W. Williams, Austin Brown, Charles N. Wilcox, 
Street Commissioners; Stephen Van Camp, Poundmastcr. 

The following is a tabular list of the presidents, clerks, 
and treasurers of the village of Quiney from 1858 to 1879, 
inclusive ; 



1858. Ehenezer Mudge. Mosae A. Hewett. Alden Gregory. 

1S6H. Williftm P. Arnold. " " William J. Briggs, 

1860, Alden Gregorj. " " " " 

18el, Cornelius Shear. Uenj. V. Clark. Barber N. Sheldon. 

1362. Joaeph Berry. " " Ilenj, F. Wheat. 

1863. John Sebring. Bbcnomr Mudgo. Gideon 0. Bailey. 



laOlar 



1866. Charles N. Wilcox 
1866. Cornelius Shear, 
1887. David C. Mjers. 
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Village Officers, 1879.— Walton J. Barnes, President; 
Ebenezer Mudge, Eecorder ; Cornelius Shear, Edaon Black- 
man, Lewis P. Swift, James Donovan, Edwin B. Church, 
Benjamin F, Wheat, Trusteea ; Milan M. Brown, Assessor ; 
George B. Knight, Treasurer ; Robert Martin, Marshal ; 
Robert Martin, Street CommiEsioner ; Franuis M. Rustine, 
Fire- Warden ; Philander Mead, Poundmaster. 

A TREASURY TILT. 

At a meeting of the board of trustees, held March 12, 
1860, it was resolved, " That A. Mosher be, and is hereby 
authorized to take such measures as he may deem proper 
to collect the balance of the money remaining in the hands 
of the treasurer on settlement, and which he (the treasurer) 
refuses to pay over ; and if he thinks proper may appeal 
the suit that has already been tried, wherein the village of 
Quincy was plaintiff and said treasurer was defendant. 

" Provided, That said Moaher is to prosecute at his own 
expense if he should fail in the collection. But if he 
should succeed the village is to bear the expense." 



PEACE AND ORDER UUST BE MAII 

May 19, 1866, the president was instructed by the board 
of trustees " to obtain satisfaction of A. Schofield for 
breaking the village pound, — peacefully if he can, by 
resort to law if he must." 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

Before the village was incorporated, or very soon there- 
after, it became possessed of some hooks, a ladder, and pails, 
which were kept on hand in readiness to fight the fiery ele- 
ment when necessary. But just when or how they were 
obtained the records fail to show. 

At a meeting of the board of trustees, held March 18, 
1862, it'was voted that $125 be raised to defray the ex- 
pense of building a suitable structure to be used as a jail 
or lock, and to store hooks, ladder, pails, etc., for the vil- 
lage of Quincy. This vote was rescinded at the next 
meeting. 

Jan. 21, 1863, B. Mudge was authorized to procure 8 
ladders, two to be 40 feet in length, two 30 feet, two 24 
feet, and two 16 feet in length. Feb. 2, same year, he 
was further authorized to contract for one large and three 
hand fire-books, four ladder-forks, and for ironing the feet 
of the ladders, 

Jan. 7, 1869, the recorder was authorized to purchase 
"100 feet of hose, of IJ inches diameter, three-ply, and 
in two sections, with two pipes, couplings, wrenches, etc. 

Quinty Unioit fire Company. — At a meeting of the 



board of trustees held Jan. 24, 1871, B. F. Clark offered 
the follow iog resolution; "That the Common Council of 
the village of Quincy do hereby authorize Horace Lowna- 
bcrry, Guy E. Bennett, Edward Hewett, E. S. Throop, 
George Day, H. B. Edmonston, D. W. Young, and 32 
others to organize themselves into a fire company under 
the village charter, and to be known by the name of the 
Quincy Union Fire Company ; their apparatus to consist of 
hooks, ladders, and fire-buckets." Resolution adopted. 

The following- named persona received certificates as i 
hers of this company, Feb. 13, 1871 : Horace Lownsberry, 
Guy E. Bennett, Ed. Hewett, George Day, J. W. Mi 
E. Throop, II. B. Edmonston, David Young, Whit. Lamp- 
man, James Macklcm, S. L. Dorris, T. J. Cooiey, D. D. Var- 
num, B. Bush, W. H. Cole, A. S. Hanks, Charles Hotaling, 
Moses Lampman, Green Arnold, D. W. Carey, George 
Utta, L. Tniwell, C. Cummings, J. H. Wilber, W. J. Wil- 
ber, F. Downing, M. Crater, J. Salisbury, S. Avery, E. A. 
Turner, F. Paddock, Byron Rustine, A. J. Wright, Hiram 
Bennett, C. W. Brownell, D. Harding, John Lownsberry, 
B. P. Wheat, Reuben Cole, John Greening, R. Holden, 
George Chambers, M. Rustine, W. H. Mcintosh, George 
Warren, Lyman Palmer, H- Wilkinson, Ed. West, Charles 
Haighfc, H. C. Porter, and H. H. Hunt. During the 
months of April and May, 1871, the board of trustees 
caused the construction of a house, wagon, etc., and pur- 
chased 2J dozen new fire-buckets, all at an expense of 
$395. 

June 2, 1871, the apparatus was formally turned over 
to the care of the new fire company. 

A few weeks later W. H. Mcintosh and James Mack- 
!em were paid $100 reward for the prosecution and convic- 
tion of G. W. Ryan, an incendiary. 

In November, 1873, an engine, hose-carriage, and 300 
feet of hose were purchased of the city of Adrian for $700. 
Nov. 24, 1873, Horace Lownsberry was elected the first 
chief engineer of the fire department. 

Hook-and- Ladd-m- Company, No. 1, W. J. Barnes, fore- 
man, was organized with 13 members, Dec. 12, 1873. 
" Protection En^ne Company, No. 1," J. E. Hewett, fore- 
man, with 28 members, was oi^anized and accepted by the 
village council the same date. 

Alert Horn Company, Moses Lampman, foreman, was 
organized Dec. 24, 1873. ' The fire department and fire 
apparatus was then committed to the care of Chief-Engi- 
neer Lownsberry, and the old hook-and-ladder company 
was disbanded by order of the village trustees. 

June 14, 1875, $150 was appropriated to purchase caps 
for the engine company. A fine bell, weighing 31 1 pounds, 
was purchased in May, 1876, at a cost of about $100. C. 
V. R. Pond was elected chief-engineer March 12, 1877, 
and occupies the position at the present lime. The present 
fire apparatus consists of the engine, truck, and hose-car- 
riage previously mentioned, all apparently in good service- 
able condition. 

Fire Department Officers, 1879.— -Francis M. Rustine, 
Fire- Warden; C. V. R. Pond, Chief-Engineer; Horace 
Lownsberry, Assistant Chief-Engineer. 

Proieclion Eriffliie Company, No. 1.— Thomas Lennon, 
Foreman; Andrew Shade, Assistant Foreman; Samuel. 
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Blake, Secretary ; E. A. Turner, Treasurer ; 0. J. Rebar, 
Steward; Charies Haight, Warden. 

Akrt Hone Company. —Greea Arnold, Foreman ; D. W. 
Young, Assistant Foreman ; Morris Crater, Treasurer ; 
Charles Skinner, Secretary ; Geoi^e W. Dilts, Steward. 

Hook-and- Ladder Contpany, No. I. — S. H. Loveland, 
Foreman ; A. J. Htll, Assistant Foreman ; S. A. Withing- 
toD, Secretary ; S. S. Leland, Treasurer ; William Markei, 
Steward. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

The Dewspapers of the village are the Times, Herald, 
and Liierary Repiirler. The reader is referred for further 
particulars to the chapter on the presa of Branch County. 



The banking-house of Charles R. nannaii was estab- 
lished under the firm-name of Lee & Hannan in April, 
1877. That this house has enjoyed a reasonable degree 
of prosperity is evinced by a partial statement found upon 
a preceding page. 

Mr. J. B. Sutton, merchant, also does a large banking 
3 under the title of " Citizens' Bank." 



QUINCY STAVE- AND UEADING-FACTORV. 

This estiiblishment, the most important manufacturing 
enterprise in the village, was established by H. L. and B. 
Q. Lownsberry and L. P. Aldea in the s;pring of 1864. 
Willard Kidder, J. B. Sutton, J. M. and J. B. Quereau 
have, at various periods, been interested as partners. The 
business is now controlled by Messrs. H. L. and E. G. 
Lownsberry and J. M. Quereau, under the firm-name of H. 
L. Lownsberry & Co. They use an engine of 40 horse- 
power, employ 50 men, and have a capacity for making 
20,(100 staves and 200 sets of heading per day. 

UNION SCHOOL. 

The Union Graded School of the vills^e is an institution 
of which her citizens may well feel proud. The contrast 
afl'orded between the present condition of school matters 
and the time when the little liyg school-house stood down 
near the railroad is so great that the generations of to-day 
have no appreciation of the difficulties under which chil- 
dren of forty years ago labored to obtain a common-school 
education. 

The present substantia] brick edifice was erected in 1S69, 
at a cost of $9000. From the last school report, dated 
Sept. 1, 1878, we obtain the following statistics ; Children 
of school-age in the district, 320 ; children attending school 
during the year, 280; average daily attendance, 188 ; seat- 
ing capacity of school building, 300 ; value of sehoo! prop- 
erty, 815,000 ; male teachers employed, 2 ; female teachers 
employed, 4 ; paid male teachers, $1154 ; paid female teach- 
ers, $988. 

Board of Edncatitin, 1879. — J. Kincaid, Moderator; 
Alvarado Brown, Director; M. M. Brown, Assessor ; E. 
Blackman, R. W. Berry, L. Joseph, M. M. Brown, A. 
Brown, and J. Kincaid, Trustees. 

reacAers.— Prof. H. M. Fish, Principal ; Miss Ada A. 
Newton, Preceptress; Miss Minute Gilchrist, Grammar Dc- 
parLLueiLt ; Miss Ella Gregory, First Primary Kepartment ; 
24 



Miss May Wilson, Second Primary Department ; Mrs. Belle 
Wendell, Intermediate Department. 



As before mentioned. Dr. Enos G. Berry was the first 
resident physician, and enjoyed a successful practice for 
many years. Dr. Hewett was the next to locate. Among 
other physicians who have practiced here were Drs. John 

C. Miles, J. H. Wood, Remington, L. A. Herrick, 

and Gould. The medical staff of the present is rep- 
resented by Drs. F. E. Marsh, Richard Wood, Charles E. 
Smith, Edson Blackman, and H. A. King. Dr. Marsh 
came here in I860 ; Dr. R. Wood a year or so later. 



The village bar of the present is represented by Messrs. 
Ezra Berry, R. W. Berry, M. D. Campbell, and B. F. 
Clark. 

SECRET BENEVOLENT AS«0CIATI0N8. 
Mi. V<a-HOTi Lodye, No. 166, F. and A. jlf.— Dispensa- 
tion granted Dee. 21, 1864. First meeting held under dis- 
pensation, Dec. 24, 1864. First Worshipful Master under 
dispensation, Bro. Martin Hawley, Date of charter, Jan. 
13, 1865. The first election of officers was held Jan. 16, 
1865, with the following result: Worshipful Master, Bro, 
Thomas S. Dorsey ; Senior Warden, Bro. Martin Hawley ; 
Junior Warden, Bro. Alvin W. Gould ; Treas., Bro. Jacob 

C. Bennett; Sec, Bro. Ralph D. M. Turner; Senior Dea- 
con, Bro. James H. Woods; Junior Deacon, Bro. Henry 
J>. Daggett ; Tyler, Bro. A. Judson Burroughs ; Stewards, 
Bros. Francis M. Bis.sell and John H. Jones; Chaplain, 
Bro. Levi Daggett. 

The Masonic Hall was erected in 1867. 

The following is a list of the W. M,'s from 1866 to date, 
March 1, 1879: 1866, Bro. Thomas 8. Dorsey; T867, 
Bro. Martin Hawley ; 1868, Bro. Martin Hawley ; 1869, 
Bro. Martin Hawley ; 1870, Bro. L. Jay Carrel! ; 187 1 , Bro. 
John W. Mason; 1872, Bro. John W. Mason; 1873, Bro. 
A, Reuben Knowles ; and 1874, Bro. A. R. Knowles, until 
June 24; 1874, from June 24, Bro. Edward S. Throop; 
1875, Bro. Edward S. Throop; 1876, Bro. Edward S. 
Throop ; 1877, Bro. Henry D. Pessell ; 1878, Bro. Henry 

D. PcsscU. 

The following are the officere for 1879 : W. M., Francis 

E. Marsh ; S. W., Cornelius V. R. Pond ; J. W., Warren 

J. Wilbur; Sec, Dan W. Sawyer; Treas., Henry D. , 
Young; S. D., John W. Mason; J. D., Geoige W. Dilts; 
Tyler, Alexander Cummings ; Stewards, Merritt NileB and 
Charles D. Skinner. 

Regular communications, Thursday evening on or before 
the full moon in each month, 

BUVPTIAN MASONIC RITE OF MEMPHIS. 

Hharon, Rose-Croix Ckapfer, No. 36.-. E.: M.: R.: of 
M.-. was oiganized May 10, A;L. 5878, a.d. 1878, under 
a charter dated at the Sovereign Sanctuary, in the Valley 
of Chicago, bearing same date. 

The following-named Knights were duly elected, and were 
installed by the M. W. Grand Master, Calvin C. Burt, 96°, 
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95° ; Senior Warden, Reap. Kt. F. E. Marsh, 95° ; Junior 
Warden, Resp. Kt. H. D. Pessell, 95°; Orator, Sir Kt. 
E. W, Berrj, 90° ; Archivist, Sir Kt. Dan W. Sawyer, 90° ; 
Treas., Sir. Kt. Horace Lownsberry, 90° ; Conductor, Sir 
Kt. H. H, Hunt, 90° ; Capt. of the Guard, Sir Kt. C. D. 
Skinner, 90° ; Guard of the Tower, Sir Kt, J. N. Salisbury, 
90" ; Sentinel, Sir Kt. George W. Dilt«, 90°. 

Regular conclave, first Tuesday evening each month, at 
Masonic Hall. 

C. O. LOOMIS POST,* NO. 2, DEPT. OP MICHIGAN, G. A. K. 

Post organized Jan. 32, 1876, with the following char- 
ter members : Dan W. Sawyer, B. F. Clark, D. C. Myers, 
W. H. Thurber, Thos. Lennon, C. D. Skinner, E. A. Tur- 
ner, Geo. W. Rathbun, P. M. Rustine, J. C. Nichols, Wm. 
Wilson, A. M. Turner, H. H. Hunt, and Hiram Rustine. 

At the first election of officers the following comrades 
were duly elected and installed : Post Comniander, Com- 
rade Dan W. Sawyer; Sen. Vice-Com'r, Comrade B. F, 
Clark ; Jun. Vice-Com'r, Comrade D. C. Myers ; Quarter- 
master, Comrade Thos. Lennon ; Surgeon, Comrade E. A. 
Turner; Chaplain, Comrade C. D. Skinner ; Officer of the 
Day, Comrade G. W, Rathbun ; Officer of the Guard, 
Comrade F. M. Rustine ; Adjutant, Comrade W. H. Thur- 

Post Commander for 1877, Comrade Dan W. Sawyer ; 
1878, Comrade W. H. Thurber. 

Officers, 1879. — Post Commander, Comrade H. H. 
Hunt ; S. V. Com'r, Comrade A. J. Belote ; J. V. Com'r, 
Comrade Ransom Corey; Quartermaster, Comrade Thos. 
Lennon ; Surgeon, Comrade M, D. Wood ; Chaplain, Com- 
rade B. N. Sheldon ; Officer of the Day, Comrade Wm. 
H. Palmatier ; Officer of the Guard, Comrade Ales. Oum- 



The post meets every other Friday e 
lows' Hail. 



QUINOY CHAPTER, NO. 30, O 



t Odd-Pel- 



B OF THE EAaTERN STAR. 



This lodge was instituted Jan. 12, 1875, with 20 char- 
ter members, by Deputy Grand Secretary, Sister Alma 
Mansfield, of Coldwater, Mich, The first board of officers 
was— Miss Neil E. Hannah, W. President ; Mrs. Mary 
Skinner, Sec. ; Miss Santh M. Throop, Treas. ; Mrs. S. L. 
Marsh, Conductor ; Miss E. A. Whelan, 1st Patron ; Mrs. 
E. W. Dommyre, 2d Patron ; Mrs. Josephine Cole, 3d 
Patron; Miss Jennie Johnson, 4th Patron; Mrs. Mary 
White, 5th Patron ; Miss Clara Hedge, Guard ; Mr. Lewis 
Higgins, Sentinel. 

Officers, 1879.— Mrs. S. L, Marah, Worthy Matron ; 
Mr. Lewis Hi^ns, Worthy Patron ; Mrs. Josephine Oole, 
Associate Matron ; Mrs. Mary R. King, See. ; Miss Clara 
Hedge, Treas. ; Mrs. Mary Skinner, Conductress ; Mrs. 
Wilson, Associate Conductress ; Mrs. Sarah Lamp- 
man, 1st Patron; Mrs. Alice Wilbur, 2d Patron; Mrs. 
Norah Sawyer, 3d Patron ; Mrs. Corlyn Seilick, 4th Pa- 
tron ; Mrs. Mason, 5th Patron; Mrs. E. A. With- 

ington, Warder ; Mr. Nathan Skinner, Sentinel. 



QUINCT CENTENNIAL CORNET BAND. 

This organization was formed as a regularly-chartered 
corporation, Aug. 9, 187C, with the foiiowing-named officers 
and members : Z. W. Shepard, President ; P. E. Marsh, 
Vice-President; C. W. Bennett, Leader; 0. H. Young, 
Secretary; Fred. Culver, Treasurer; W. H. Wilson, C. R. 
Wilcox, N. C. Skinner, James Donovan, B. H. Kinyon, 
Frank E. Marsh, D. W. YounJ, Ed. S. Throop, and 
Frank Thompson. 

At this date — March 1, 1879— the members are as fol- 
lows : Frank E. Marsh, B-flat principal comet ; N. C. 
Skinner, E-fiat cornet; E, S, Throop, B-fiat cornet; Hugh 
C. Alger, E-flat clarionet ; D, W. Young, solo alto ; J. 
N. Salisbury, B-flat trombone; Frank Thompson, B-flat 
baritone; Fred. Culver, tuba; 0. R. Wilcos, E flat alio; 
C. H. Young, alto; A. Delamater, B-flat tenor; E. II. 
Kinyon, tenor; Willis Campbell, tenor drum; Samuel 
Weller, bass drum ; Love Wilbur, cymbals. 

Officers.— S. C. Skinner, President ; D. W. Young, Vice- 
President ; Frank E. Marsh, Secretary ; E. S. Throop, 
Treasurer; C. W. Bennett, Leader; Frank E. Marsh, As- 
sistant Leader, The officers also constitute the legal board 
of directors. 

Though Inboring under the many disadvantages incident 
to all amati'iir bands, the organization has been quite pros- 
perous, and met with liberal encouragement from the citi- 
aens. They now have a complete set of new instruments, 
are uniformed, have a handsome wagon, a band-hall of their 
own, and are free from debt. 

Rathbun Lod^e, Ni). 167, / 0. 0. F., hold their regular 
meeting every Monday evening at Odd-Fellows' Hall. 
C. B. Hayes, N. G. ; Herbert M Lusk, R. S. 

Victoria Lodge, Nb. 56, of the Dejjee of Rehecai.— 
Regular meeting on the farst and third Tuesday evenings 
of each month. Lewis Higsms, N G ; Mrs. Laura M. 
Stuart, Reo. See. 

No further data could be obtained of these lodges, al- 
though the " N. G.'s" were reipnetfully requested to furnish 



VILLAGE CHURCHES. 
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METHODIST 

The pioneer work done in Quincy and its vicinity by the 
Revs. Peter Sabin, Roswell Parker, Levi Warriner, James 
F. Davidson, and Isaac Bennett are matters of memory 
with only a few now residents of Quincy. 

Their labors, missionary in character, extended through 
a period of eight or ten years, in which they laid the foun- 
dations of the Methodist Church in Quincy and other 
towns adjacent. 

The first religious services held under the auspices of the 
Methodists were at the residence of the late John Brough- 
ton in 1836, in which year a class was organized, consisting 
of John Broughton and wife, Bartholomew Hewitt and 
wife, James Ciizbe (called Father Olizbe) and wife, and Dr. 
Berry There was another class east of the village two and 
a half miles, then called Hog Creek class, of which James 
Clizbe, now of this village and a member of this church, 
was the piincipal supporter. This class, -Wjis organized 
about the same time, in 183f; or 1837. ,,, CjOOQ IC 
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This Quincy Hociuty from its orn-aniz if lun up U ls54 
had probably an ecclesiastical rclatioD to the Litchfield and 
Coldwater circuit, from which it received its mmisterial 
supply. 

Iq the year 1854 Quii cy appears in the conference 
minutes as an independent <,Iiar.,e ind Iiaae S Fm&h kb 
pastor. In 1855 and '5f) L W hirlo 1S57 ind 5B S 
C.Woodward; 1859 and 60, William Doust; ISbl, W. 
W. Johnson; 1862, A. Coplin ; 1803, T. J. Congdon ; 
1864 and '65, N. M. Steele; 1866, David Thomas; 1867 
and '68, Isaac Bennett; 1869, James N. Dayton; 1870 
and 71, Wm. M. Paddock ; 1872 and '73, Geo. 8. Barnes; 
1874, Thomas Lyon ; 1875 and '76, Geo. L. Haight ; 1877 
and '78, C. C. Olds. The society built the present wood 
church in 1854, at a cost of about 11800, with a seating 
capacity of 150 persons. It was dedicated on the 1st day 
of January, 1855, by Rev. J. K. Gillett, presiding elder 
of Coldwater district. 

In September, 1853 two ministets were appointed to 
Litehfield ohai^c, one residing in the former place ; the 
other, B. N. Shelden, now a merchant of Quincy, made his 
residence in the latter place and devottd bis leisure time to 
the building of the church ind through liis personal efforts 
the enterprise was a success 

Under the pastorate of Rev J N Dayton, in 1869-70, 
the church was thoroughly renovated, repaired, and en- 
larged, at a cost of $4000, Although the records show 
great changes, from deaths and removals, yet it had from 
the first a healthy and steady growth, and now has a mem- 
bership of 159. 

The Sunday-school of this church was probably organized 
when Quincy became an independent charge, with a resident 
pastor, in 1853 or 1854. It is thci^ht Dr. Hewett was the 
first superintendent. It has now a flourishing school, num- 
bering about 100, with Gkorge Tibbitts as superintendent. 

FIRST BAPTIST CHUEOH. 

The history of this society goes back to June 27, 1846, 
when the following-named membei's, to wit, Alfred Wil- 
marth, George Boon, Marcus Muckey, I. W. Pratt, Simon 
Gager, Francis Ransom, Anse! Nichols, Samuel Etheridge, 
Stillman Hedge, Mrs. T. H. Wilmarth, Mary Boon, Almira 
Brown, Lucetta H. Pratt, Rebecca Gager, Cbloe Ransom, 
Susan Nichols, Cynthia M. Etheridge, Aseneth Nichols, 
Sally Muckey, and Mrs. Asa Bowen, met in the school- 
house of Hog Creek district, and resolved to oi^nize a 
church, to be known as the Quincy Baptist Church. They 
further re.'solved, at this meeting, to request ministers and 
delegates of the Coldwater, Litchfield, Allen, Reading, and 
Algansee churches to meet them in council, at the before- 
mentioned school-house, Ai^. 20, 1846. Rev. A. Town 
presided at the fii^t meeting, and before its adjournment 
Samuel Etheridge was elected deacon, and George Boon, 
Samuel Etheridge, Francis Ransom a ministerial cjmmittoe. 

The clerk of the council records as follows : " Having 
sent their letters missive to several Baptist churches Id the 
vicinity, requesting them to meet as a council in said town 
of Quincy, on the 20th day of August, 1846, the fol- 
lowing ehurehes responded by their delegates, viz.: Cold- 
water, Rev. 0. C. Comstoek and I. T. Hayne^i; Allen, A. 



Cion Readin Re\ A. Town; Algansee, I. Kenyon and 
S Corey Rev C Frey, who was present on invitation, 
composed one ff the coaneil. The brethren of Quincy 
their articles of faith and covenant, which were 
vly appnied and the council recognized them as 
a regular Baptist church, and as such gave them the right 
hand of fellowship On this occasion Rev. C. Frey preached 
from Acts Jti. ^2. 

The society was admitted to the Hillsdale Association 
during the same year, and it enjoyed a steady growth from 
that time until September, 1855, when it numbered 127 
members. Forty members were then dismissed to form the 
Second Algansee Baptist Church. A steady decrease in 
numbers then took place until June, 1866, when the society 
numbered but 64 members, since which time a gradual in- 
crease has again been witneesed, the present membership 
being 121. 

Rev. A. Town, the first pastor, preached one-fourth of 
the time, and remained one year. Rev. Levi M. Mack 
came in 1847. He preached one-half of the time, and re- 
mained two and one-half years. Ansel Nichols, of Quincy, 
and Joel Hand, of Allen, removed Mr. Mack, his femily, 
and household goods, with sleighs, from Toledo to this 
place. Rev. L. Fuller succeeded Mr. Mack in 1849 ; re- 
mained one year, preaching one-half the time. He was 
succeeded by Rev. Truman Burroughs, who remained five 
years. J. 0. Covey, 1855 ; Philo Forbes, 1856 ; J. Kelly, 
1860; D. D. Walden, 1864; C. G. Purrett, 1865; S, S. 
Wheeler, 1866 ; R. W. Loekhart, 1867 ; H. 0. Beall, 
1870 ; Isaac Horton, 1874 ; J. H. Crocker, 1875 ; and R. 
D. Clark, the present pastor, 1877. 

Soon after the organization of the society, their place for 
holding meetings was changed to the school-house in Quincy 
village, and finally the meetings were held in the village 
school-house and the Mudge school-house, alternately. In 
1853 the present church edifice was commenced, and com- 
pleted in the spring of 1854. Dr. E. G. Berry and Wm. 
P. Arnold, although not members of the church, were active 
and earnest workers during its construction. It has since 
been repaired at various times, to the amount of about 
83000, and has sittings for 300 persons. Amount of 
contributions during the year 1878, J775. Number of 
scholars in Sabbath -schools, 112. H. M. Fish, Superin- 
tendent. 

The Second Baptist Church of Quincy township was 
admitted into the Hillsdale As.soeiation in 1851. It had 
an existence for five years ; was then disbanded, when 
many of the members joined the First Church. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

Pursuant to notice, the friends of the Presbyterian order 
in Quincy met, Feb. 27, 1857, to take into consideration 
the wisdom and practicability of organizing a Presbyterian 
Church in said town, to be called the First Presbyterian 
Church of Quincy. 

On motion of Rev. H. L. Hanley, Rev. R. S. Goodman 
was called to the chair, and Elijah Leland was chosen 
secretary. 

After due deliberation and a full expreafiioaj)f the desire 
of those present to ' - i . . > , .^ ,^ ..^ ^ 
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of fa.hh in nse in the different churches connected with the 
Presbytery of Coldwater were read and assented to by Wil- 
liam N. Carter, Julia Carter, and Mareia Potter, who pre- 
sented letters from other churches, and hj Mrs. J. W. 
Chapin, William Hughes, Jeremiah B, Whelan, and Klijah 
Leland, who were present, but had not yet obtained letters 
from tlieir respective churches. These persons then entered 
into covenant with each other, according to the usual forms 
of the Presbyterian Church. At the same meeting Elijah 
Leiand and Jeremiah B. Whelan were chosen ruling elders, 
and William N. Carter, William B. Potter, and Elijah 
Leiand, trustees. 

To this number of seven original members four more 
were soon added, of whom were Mrs. William Huf;hes, 
Mrs. J. B. Whelan, and Mrs. Withington. 

But so unpropitious was the condition of the society dur- 
ing the first years of tta esiatenee that, at one time. Dr. 
Hovej was authorized by Presbytery to disband the little 
company. But one of their number refused to consent to 
any such proposition, and instead of carrying on the work 
assigned hint, the doctor began his labors, and successfully, 
too, for the building up and enlargement of the feeble 
church. 

Dr. Hovey and Rev. Mr. (Joodman, both of Coldwater, 
often preached here subsequently. 

In 1861, Rev. Charles Adams became pastor, dividing 
his labors between this church and the church in California. 
He remained three yeara. He was succeeded by Rev. A. 
Scbofield, who also remained three years, giving only a 
portion of his time. During the summer of 1867 Rev. 
Mr. Porter, of Coldwater, preached here every other Sab- 
bath, and in the autumn of the same year, Rev. W. W. 
Collins — -whose wife and daughter are now members of this 
church — gave his undivided labors as pastor, preaching to 
them as often as an audience-room could be obtained. 
Succeeding pastors were G. B. Barnes, E. C. Olney, and 
J. H. Ritchey. Mr. Ritchey left in the fall of 1875, and 
the church was vacant until May, 1876, when Rev. Wil- 
liam Foulkes, the present pastor, was called. The mem- 
bership at present is ISS, over 60 having been added 
during the past three yeara, 

A church edifice was erected in 1869, and dedicated 
December 5 of the same year. It has sittings for 350 per- 
sons, and cost, with grounds, furnishing, etc., nearly $8000. 
A large and flourishing Sabbath-school is iu charge of Mr, 
J. B. Sutton, superintendent. 

O^kers, 1879.— Pastor, William Foulkes; Elders, J. 
B. Sutton, F. E. Marsh, C. V. R. Pond, C. C. Scare; 
Deacons, M. D. Campbell, A. B. Halstead ; Trustees, Hor- 
ace Lownsberry, J. B. Stttton, F. E. Marsh, C. V. R. Pond, 
A. B. Halstead, J. Weaver, S. Mowry, h. Cole, D. I^ir- 
aalere; Treas., J. B. Sutton, 

THE CHURCH OP CHKIBT. 

This Bociety was formed in 1867, with 14 members, 
among whom were John A. Hutchinson, T. G. King, T. 
P. Smith, Greenville Stowe, and their wives ; Henry Tay- 
lor and Lydia Brown. T, G. King was elected Elder, and 
T. P, Smith, Deacon. Their first meeting was held in the 
viilaire school-house. Rev. 1). C. Hanselman, an evan- 
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In 1871 the society purchased their present chapel, for 
which they paid $700, and have since expended upon it 
for repairs about $300. 

Present membership, EJO. The officers at the present 
writing are John A. Hutchinson, J. M. David, Joseph 
Kidred, Elders ; Thomas P. Smith and H. V, Wilkinson, 



SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS. 

During the summer of 1873, Revs. I. D. Vanhorn, of 
Battle Creek, and II. M. Kenyon, of Allegan, visited this 
locality, erected a large tent, and by their preachings cre- 
ated an intense religious feeling among many people. As 
a result, this society was formally organized, Oct. 24, 1874, 
with the following-named members : Theodore V, Can- 
right, M. M. Canright, William R. Bennett, Laura Cole, 
Gideon Ernst, Adelaide Wood, Kuth C, Melvin, Charles 
Reading, Amanda Weatlierwas, Tressa Ingalls, Ciara 
Woods, Helen Clark, Louisa Evans, Polly Williams, and 
Walter Ernst. Present membership, 25. Pupils in Sab- 
bath-school, 40. Mr. J. H. Thompson, Sabbath-school 
Superintendent; Theodore V. Canrigbt, Elder. In 1874, 
a brick church edifice was erected ; it has sittings for 250 
people, and cost $1400. Rev. J. H, Waggoner preached 
the dedicatory sermon. 

ST. John's mission (protesta.vt EPiscofAL). 

About 18i3 the rector ot bt Mirk s Church f Cold 
water hrst began preaching here winch ministrations have 
been c nttnued ly lis successors to the pr sent time 
Although no re^uhrly oi^aniztd societj ex sts a congre 
gation of sou e 25 communicants resides 1 ere feer\ices 
are held in the Baptist church the second and lo irth bun 
days in each month and they bate adopted the title i M 
John's Mission 

Among the first and most actiie members in its incep- 
tion were Mrs B F Wheat Mra Abigail Flakier Mrs 
H. Button D] Hewetf and wife and Dr Jones and wife 

Rev HibrtJ Cook,ofSt Mark s ChurLh, Col Iwater, 
present rector. 



The first board of health was appointed at an annual 
township-meeting held in 18H9, and consisted of Peter M. 
Newberry, James Smith, Bartholomew Hewett, Ellis Rus- 
sell, and John Broughton. 

At a meeting of the board of health, convened at the 
house of Joseph Berry, March 7, 1840, they contracted 
with said Berry for one acre of ground for burial purposes, 
at $30. They also contracted with John Broughton to 
clear the same, and make a good and sufficient post and 
rail fence around it for the consideration of $30, said fence 
to be six rails high, and to make a permanent gate sii 
feet wide, on the west side, and to be done by the 6th of 
April following. 

At the annual town-meeting of 1840, $60 was voted to 
pay for the ground, and the clearing and fencing of the 
same. Jan. 21, 1841, the work was examined, found done 
according to contract, and accepted. j-^-' ¥ 

This was the old burying-groui*4-.od by LjOOQ IC 
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May 2^,1855 th I did of 1 oalth pureha bd fi i I-hb. 
G. BeiTj four aoies it groui d jnd at the same date from 
Timothj Howe and D B Purinton a like amount all of 
it for the consider tion < f $50 per aore This, plat is iitu 
ated upon sectioi 31 « itl east one half mile from the vil 
lage proper, and within tl e oorp rate liii its It is de eribed 
in the survey as follows BeqiDnii f; upon the n rth wid 
south quarter line of scotion 21 in Quincy township, l^^ji^ 
south of the north quarter post, and running thenee west at 
right angles, to said line, four chains ; thence south parallel 
with Eaid line, ten chains ; thence east at right angles to said 
line, eight chains ; thence north parallel with said line, ten 
chains ; thence west at right anj^les to Siiid line, four chains 
to the place of beginning, and containing eight acres." 

Upon the completion of necessary improvements the 
bodies were removed from the old burying- ground before 
mentioned to the new-eemetery. 

A cemetery is also located upon section 25, in the south- 
east part of the township. 

We desire to return our thanks to Hon. Wm. P. Arnold, 
HorriB Willson, James Donovan, Lucas Joseph, Peter Shook, 
James M. Burdick, Ebenezer Mudge, Benjamin F. Wheat, 
B. N. Sheldon, C. V. R. Pond, A. C. Culver, C. W. Ben- 
nett, E. W. Berry, Charles R. Hannaii, J. B. Sutton, M. 
M. Brown, Thomas Lennon, D. W. Young, E. G. Lowns- 
berry, Dan W. Sawyer, Drs. P. E. Marsh, and Edson Black- 
man, Revs. C. C. Olds and William Foulkes, Mr. John 
Hutchinson, Mr. J. H. Thompson, Mr. Thomas Clark, Mrs, 
J. G. Corbus, Mrs. Ansel Nichols, Mrs. Mary R. King, and 
very many others, for the valuable information received, and 
the kindly consideration accorded us during our stay in the 
village. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 



HON. WM. p. ARNOLD. 

In 18^3, while Michigan was yet a Territory, and while 
the interior of the great peninsula was yet an almost 
unbroken forest, inhabited by Indians and wild animals, 
with here and there, at long distances apart, the log 
shanty of some adventurous settler, and while the only 
roads into the wilderness were the Indian trails, it must 
have required a vast amount of hopefulness as well as 
"pluck'' in those early forerunnera of civihzation to cut 
loose from society, friends, and home associations, and with 
nothing hut an unlimited stock of energy "pitch their 
tents" in the midst of a region many miles removed from 
all the comforts and conveniences to which they had been 
accustomed, and, with the hope of building up a comfort- 
able home in the bright future, brave the dangers and 
hardships of a pioneer life. 

One of the moat notable of these hardy old first settlers, 
now living in Branch County, is Wm. P. Arnold, of 
Quincy. He was born at Clarendon, Vt., on the 23d 
of August, 1806. His father. Rice Arnold, was a native 
of Vermont, and in 1818 removed to Niagara Co., N. Y., 
settled oil a farm, and in 1828 sold out and removed t« 
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of fifty three years His widow survived his death three 
years dytig in 18-i9 at the age of flfly-two years. They 
were the \ arents of ten children named Wm. P., Anselum, 
Jonathin Rice Oreor4,e Oireene Edward, Hannah, Sally, 
and Teresa of these Wm P *Treeoe, and Hannah alone 

The boyhood days of our subject were spent in the labors 
of farm life and in school, until he was a young man. 
After reaching his majority he worked out by the month 
for a short time, and then entered into a partnership for 
life with MisB Theresa Hewitt, of Hartland, Niagara Co. 
They were married on the 19th day of February, 1829. 
After his marriage he purchased his father's farm, and 
from that time until their death he had the care of his 
parents. In 1833 he and his brother Anselum came to 
Michigan in quest of a location for a home. They came 
to Coldwater, which at that time consisted of five houses, 
a tavern, and a barn. They each selected and " squatted" 
on eighty acres of what was known as "Univeraity lands," 
which they afterwards purchased, situated two miles east of 
the present city of Coldwater, on the prairie of that name, 
and on the survey of the United Stales military road, known 
as the Chicago turnpike, which was in course of construc- 
tion at that time. 

On their arrival in Michigan they had between them 
twenty-five dollars. During the summer they erected a 
log house, raised two acres of corn, and a small patch of 
potatoes. In the following October the father and mother, 
with the wives and children of the two brothers, came on 
from New York, and for a few months all lived together in 
the same house. 

In 1886, Wm. P. bought of the government two hundred 
acres of land in the same town, which he afterwards sold. 
In 1839 he sold out his original purchase, and bought one 
hundred acres in the township of Quincy, which is now 
embraced in the corporate limits of the village of Quincy, 
where he has ever since resided. His occupation through- 
out his long and useful life has always been that of a farmer, 
and bis plain and unassuming manners and upright dealings 
with all men, large-hearted generosity, and kindness of dis- 
position have won fur him a most enviable and conspicuous 
place in the confidence of all. As an evidence of all this 
it may be mentioned tliat, unsolicited by him and against 
his repeated protests, he has been nearly all his life until 
recently, kept in positions of official trust, such as member 
of the State Li^islature and county superinlondent of the 
poor, and has served his (own as supervisor for twenty 
terms, giving in all positions entire satisfaction to his con- 
stituents. In poiilics he has always been a Democrat, with 
liberal national views, und loyal to the government. 

Mrs. Arnold, the fiiithfiil and devoted wife and afieetion- 
ate mother, has nobly performed her full share of life's 
duties to her husband and children, and etpally with her 
husband enjoys the love and confidence of a wide circle of 
admiring friends. One of the most memorable of ail the 
days in the lues of this venemble old couple was the occa- 
sion of their golden wedding, which occurred on the 19th 
da> of February, 1879, at which over one ^ndKd>Kac|n f r> 



190 



HISTORY OF BRANCH COUNTY. MICHIGAN. 



I lu honor the oi'tiauloii, and L-ou^rutulalo 
them on attaining their fiftieth annivereary of wedded life. 
Among the guests were many old pioneers of the county, 
and the tokens of respect and esteem in which the worthy 
iJd couple are held assunied the form of many valuable and 
appropriate gifts, accompanied by congratulatory remarks. 
Nine children have been born to them, whose names are 
Edward R Geot^L Charles Charlotte Iliram, William, 
Nancy B Peirl A and Greene Of these Charles, 
Nancy Pearl and (rreene are ail that are now living, and 
they are all married and ri.«ile m tht village of Quincy 
and Its victnitv 

The patron') of this woik ib well as the numerous 
fnends md relatue* of this honored old pioneer couple, 
will be gratified to fin! on another pas:^ the portraits of 
the Hon Wm P Arnold wS hia excellent wife. 



ANSEL NICIIOLLS 
waabom at Crown Point, Essex Co., N. Y., on the 14th 
of May, 1804. His father, Asa NichoUs, died when 
Ansel was four years old. He lived with his mother until 
he was fourteen, when, owing to the fact that his mother 
was in limited circumstances, and that there was a family 
of eleven children to provide for, he sought and found a 
home in the family of Judge Shepherd, of Panton, Ad- 
dison Ci}., Vt., with whom he remained until he was 
twenty-two years of ago. During the nest two years be 
engaged in farming for himself, and married Miss Susan 
Johnson, of Panton, May 18, 1828. After his marriage 
he returned to hia old home, and managed the fanu of 
Judge Shepherd for the next three years. Then for the 
next two years he worked his own farm, when he sold 
out and purchased a small farm in Oswego Co., N. Y., 
where he remained four years, when he was seized with 
the " Western fever." He made a visit to Michigan, liked 
the country, returned to New York, sold out, and with his 
family (in 1836) came to the township of Quiney, in Branch 
County, where he purchased two hundred and forty acres of 
mostly wild land. The fiint week after their arrival, while 
they were erecting their log house, they camped out in 
the woods. Mr. Nicholis, being in possession of a strong 
and robust constitution that had been built up among the 
Green Mountains, leveled the forests under the sturdy 
stroke of his pioneer axe. A few years of toil and priva- 
tion, assisted by his active and enei^etic wife, made a great 
change in their circumstances. The wild forest had given 
place to fields of waving grain, the rude log hut to a com- 
fortable residence, bams, and out-buildiiigs, and the poor 
pioneer eniigrant of 183t> had become one of the solid, 
well-to-do farmers of Branch County. He was an incessant 
worker, but, with ail his business activity, he foand time 
and opportunity to contribute to and advance the interests 
of all enterprises of a benevolent character, such as schools 
and churches. He and his wife in early life united with 
the Baptist Church, and were among the first to organize a 
church in Quincy. 

Mr. Nioholls in after-years was quit* extensively en- 
gaged in introducing fine-wool varieties of sheep from 



Vermont, and also in the purchase and sale of wild lands 
iu his locality; but his chief occupation was lamiing, in 
which he was successful. In 1868 he sold out his farm, 
with the intention of retiring from active business ; but he 
afterwards bought some prairie lands in Goodland, Ind., 
on which he settled and lived five years. He then sold 
out and returned to the village of Quincy, where, on the 
15th of April, 1877, he departed this life at the age of 
seventy-three years, leaving his widow and children in 
comfortable circumstances, and the memory of a, life-long 
honorable character. The children are all living and mar- 
ried. Mary is the wife of William T. Perkins, and resides 
at Goodland, Ind. ; Scmantha L. is the wife of Lyman 
Cerrow, of Ovid, Branch Co., Mich.; Helen is the wife of 
Aaron Van Orthwick, of Butler, in the same county ; Lydia 
A. is the wife of William Buna, of Litchfield, Hillsdale 
Co., Mich. ; Myra, is the wife of Monroe Soulhworth, of 
Allen, Hillsdale Co. ; their adopted son, Myron G., resides 
in Goodland, Ind. 

Mrs. Susan Nicholis, the venerable old pioneer lady re- 
sides in the village of Quincy, and has a vtvid remembrance 
of the early privations and struggles of the first settlers in 
Branch County. On one ocasion she was much frightened 
by a " big Indian," who had entered the house without her 
notice. Her little daughter first saw him, and they were 
all in great fright ; but he proved to be friendly, and de- 
parted with a huge slice of bread and a smile of satis- 
faction. 

Tlie reader will find on another page the portraits of this 
worthy old couple of Branch County pioneers. 

DANIEL n. SMITH. 
The ancestors of Daniel H. Smith were English, and 
emigrated to the New World at an early date in the history 
of the English colonies. They settled in Massachusetts at 
first, but afterwards removed to the State of New York. 
Askum Smith, the father of our subject, was born and 
reared in New York, and in early life was married to Mabel 
Hayes, in Essex Co., N. Y. In 1832 he removed to Lick- 
ing Co., Ohio, where, in the following year, he died, leaving 
his wife with three children, — Daniel H., Mary A., and 
Leroy, the latter of whom has since died. The widow — 
Mrs. Mabel Smith — died in 1865, at the age of sixty-three 

Daniel H. was bom on the 10th day of December, 1821, 
in Jay, N. Y. He attended school until he was twelve 
years of age, when the family removed to Ohio, and his 
father's death, which occurred soon after, put an end to his 
School days, as from that time he was obliged to earn his 
own Hving, which he did by working on the public works 
and at various other employments. At the age of twenty 
he entered into a life partnership with Miss Ann Akin, of 
Shelby Co., Ohio. They were married on the 22d day of 
July, 1841. After his marriage he engaged in farming in 
Shelby County for two years on Tented farms, after which 
he purchased eighty acres of wild land, on which he erected 
a log house, and in a few years, by industry and good man- 
agement, ho was able to purchase an addition of forty acrss 
of partly-improved land adjoining his first purcb^Q-|C 
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In ISbtl he cret-tLJ t Ur^e frime bam and brick resi 
deuce In 1863 when the Rebellion broke out be was 
imong the first k respond to tbe call for volunteers He 
left hiB farm ind fdmily lud enlisted in the 50tli Ohio 
InfaDlry He served all thrrugh the war partiupatinj, m 
numerrus battks and skirmishes in all of which he escaped 
without A wound At the close ol tbe wir be was honor 
ibly disi?bai^p,ed tad returned to his family 

riie following year he sold hia farm in Shelby iod made 
a tiur thiou^h several of the Western States in quest ot 
anoth r location hmlly purt,lnsing a farm of one hundred 
ind forty acres in the ttiwn of Quiney Branch Cj Mich 
where he his ever siuce resided It is situjtt,d just rut of 
the western subuibs >i the vilh^e of Quincy and is finely 
idapted to the production of all the fruits and grains for 
which Quiney is so justly celebrated is provided with coti 
vonient and ctnifortable barns inl outbuildings and i 
bLautilul Gothic firm house buirounded with evcr^iecn 
tiL and shrubs makin^ altOpUhei ont, of the finest uid 
moat desirable farm homes in that part of the county 

Mr Smith and bis esteemed wif uit, the parents of thiec 
children — Miry A nh is mairied and icsides in Ohn 
James R who is niarncd and lesides in Kansas ml 
Martha J also mirned and living in Quincy 

Mr Smith has been lor oier thirty yuira au hjnoied 
member of tbe Masonic fniernity and whether as apprcn 
tice muster jr companion of the Royal Arch h is ever been 
known an I esteemed by the craft as that best and tiuest 
type f a Mason — an honest m in He has at various times 
held positii ns of trust and lesp^nsibihty amon^ which may 
be mentioned that of superintendent for many yeirs if tbt 
bheiby Turnpike Company A Republican in polities 
honorable and liberal in all his dealings a kind husband 
and lither be e mmands the conhdencc and esteem it all 
By referente to another p\,e f this work miy be kund 
the portraits (f Mr Smith ind his wife with i \iew of 
their beautiful farm home 



DR EDSON BLVl kM VISi 
Adam Blackman one of the ancestors if Ldson was one 
of the eaily emigrants from England to the New World 
He was a graduate of Oxford in lb20, and settled in 
Connecticut, where he was engaged in the ministry. The 
Blackman family remained in Connecticut until 1835, when 
Eli W. Blackman, the father of our subject, emigrated to 
Michigan, and settled at Morenui, Lenawee Co. He was 
engaged at that place in farming up to 1852, when he sold 
out and removed to Allen, Hillsdale Co., where he remained 
until his dea,th, in 1866, aged seventy. His widow died in 
1876, at the age of eighty. They were the parents of four 
children, — Sarah M., John, Edson, and Viola. Of these, 
Sarah M. and Edson are living. Edson Blackman was 
born Nov. 22, 1839, at Morenci. He was reared on the- 
farm, but obtained a fair education in tbe common schools, 
and afler he was twenty years of age, he was engaged in 
teaching schools in various places in Ohio, Indiana, and 
Michigan, and in attending the college at Hillsdale for 
several terms. He had decided on the medical profession. 



and al! his spare time in and out of college was devoted to 
that study He entered the Jclectic Medical ( ollege at 
Cmcinniti in 1864 and graduated at that institute in 
186b Soon after he cimmcneed the practice of medicine 




HUSLN BLAlkMAN 



at White Pigein Mich In Mar<h 13bb he wife united 
in marriage to Miss Melinda \ Morehouse jf Santo^i 
Ml He remained in practice at White Pigeon for ten 
years and had built up a lucrative business when he sold 
out with the intention of removing to Saratoga but the 
illness of his aged mother at Allen prevented him and he 
finally iecided to settle in Quincy where he has since re 
sided and established a lucrative practice as well as won 
tbe confidence and esteem of a large circle of friends 

The doctor is known and appreciated amjng his numti 
( us patrons as a patient sociable adviser and am ng the 
citizens generally is a t,entleman He is at this time 
supenisji of Quincy lud is regarded as a rising man in 
his prffession The doet< r md his estimable wife reside 
in a cosy hjme jn Chicago Street fliey are the pannts 
of four children — Mary G Jesse E J Morehouse anf 
Cora M — all at home with the pirent 



JOSEPH 8. SWAN. 

The ancestors of Mr. Swan were among the early set- 
tlers of New England. Nathan Swan, the father of Joseph, 
was a native of Connecticut, and in early life was married 
to Beuiah Gates, of Washington Co., Ohio, to which place 
he bad emigrated from Connecticut. He was engaged in 
farming in Ohio until 1850, when he removed to Michigan 
and bought a farm in Quincy, Branch Co., where he still 
resides. His wife died in 1865, at the age of sixty years. 

They were the parents of six children, named Joseph S., 
Amy, Elizabeth, Levi, Zebcdee, and Beuiah, who are all 
married and have families. All escept Zebedee rraido in 
tbe township of Quincy. 

I losiGd by V 
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Joseph S. was born in Washington Co., Ohio, on Nov. J chopped and 



7, 1824. He ' 

manhood with a strong, vigorous constitution, inured to 
hard labor and industrious habits. He remained with his 
father until he reached his majority, when he struck out 
for himself. He left, home in 1846, and came to Quincy, 
Branch Co., possessing, upon his arrival, two dollars and 
fifty cents. He then hired out to work by the month for 
James Clizbe, with whom he remained two years, during 






of heavy tini- 



farm, and grew up to her land in Quincj. By incessant toll and good manage- 



ment he in a few years became known as a well-to-do 
&nuer, and as he prospered in his financial resources, he 
made many improvemcntjs on his farm. In 1861 he erected 
a fine farm-residence, and at this time he has one of the 
finest situations in that part of the county. He has a finely- 
cultivated farm, on which he raises all the various grains 
and fruits and stock for which Southern Michigan is noted. 





which tuu( hi, married Miss Loui«e Mowry, the daughter 
of Sdmuel Mowry, an old settler ot Quincy, April 9, 1848. 
For the next two yi,ars he worked the farm of his father- 
in law on shirea, meanwhile haimg purchased eighty acres 
of wild land in the towrishij) of Quincy, upon which, in 
1852 be erected a lo^ hout,e moved in, and commenced to 
clear off and improve his own farm. For the next few 
years he wis engaged alternately in jobbing and clearing 
lands for himself and others He has, with his own hands. 



Id 18 _ I I im with the care of three 

young childibn, — the youngest an infant ten dd,jB old. In 
the following year he filled the \acancy in his home by a 
marriage with Misa Elizabeth Weaver, daughter of Jacob 
and Charlotte Weaker, old settlers of Quincy By this 
second union there aie no offspring The names of his 
children are Ljdu M , May A , and Nathan R Ljdia is 
a teacher in one of the Detroit schooK, and the others are 
at home with their father 



CHARLES N. WILCOX. 
Jehiel Wilcox, the father of our subject, was a native of 
Dutchess Co., N. Y., and when a young man went to Vor- 
tnont to work at his trade us a shoemaker, where he mariied 
Miss Chloe NichoUs. In 1 827 he removed to Western New 
York, and the town of Evans, Erie Co , finally became his 
home, where he and his wife still reside on their farm. They 
are the parenle of thirteen children, — seven sons and six 
daughters. Charles N. is the eldest of this large family. 
Six of the sons became engaged in the boot and shoe trade. 
Charies N. was born Get. 13, 1824, at Sandgate, Vt. He 
obtained a fair education in the English branches, and, in 
the intervals of attending school, worked at shoemaking in 
Evans and its vicinity until he was twenty-one years of age, 
when he was married to Miss Maranda U. Jackson, of 
Evans, Feb. G, 1851. Afler his marriage he commenced 
business for himself in a boot- and shoe-store in the village 
of Poutiac, Erie Co. After about two years he was obliged 



to relinijuish his business in n eq nee f 11 health. Afler 
a two years' rest he engaged n 1 m business in the 
same place, and, selling o« w f h next four years 
engaged in the same busin 4.ng I He then made 

a tour through the Western States in quest of a location 
for business, and finally decided to locate in Michigan, 
settling in the village of Quincy, Branch Co., which at that 
time was a small hamlet consisting of a hotel and a few 
small business houses. He had on his arrival a few hun- 
dred dollars with which to commence business, and was the 
first to open a boot- and shoe-store in Quincy. For the 
next twenty years he steadily pursued that bnsineas, and, as 
he was at the same time actively engaged in buying lots 
and fitting them up for sale by erecting buildings, etc., the 
growth and prosperity of the village may be considered as 
largely due to his enterprise and activity in all measures for 
the improvement of the town. He is at this time the . 
of a large amount of real estate in the villag 
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lota, residences, stores, etc. He has been a member of the 
village board almost continuously, of the school board 
for many years, and baa always boon active in the tem- 
perance reform. He is an attendant at the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, of which his wife is an honored member. 
They are the parents of three children, named Leroy De- 
forest, Francis Delos, and Ida May. Fraocis died at ten 
years of age. Leroy and Ida are at home with their parents. 
Leroy is in business for himself in the sale of boots and 
shoes in Quincy, 

The residence of Mr. Wilcox and bis worthy lady is on 
Chicago Street, and is a beautiful and cosy home. 



B. F. WIIKAT 
is of English extraction. His ancestors emigrated lo this 
country at an early date and settled in the Maasachusetts 
colony, where the fiimily remained until Benjamin, the 
paternal grandfather of our subject, removed with his 
family to the State of New York, and settled in Phelps, in 
Ontario County. He died in 1817, at the age of eighty- 
three. His son Benjamin, who was born in Conway, was 
a farmer and also a mechanic. His wife's maiden name 
was Luany Sprague. They were the parents of eight 
children, as follows: Submit, Julia Ann, Sydney, Louise, 
Benjamin F., Jane, Charlotte, and Corydon, Of these all 
are living at this time except Submit, Julia, and Charlotte, 
Benjamin was a volunteer in the war of 1812, and died in 
184i. at sixty-four years of age, his widow dying in 1859, 
at seventy-five years of age. 

Benjamin F., who was born at Phelps, Ontario Co., 
N. Y., Aug. 18, 1817, was reared a fanner, alternately 
assisting in the farm labors and attending the common 
schools until he was nineteen years of age, when, becoming 
desirous of going West, he removed to Lenawee Co., Mich,, 
and for the first two or three years was engaged in the 
carpenter business in what was known as the Bean Creek 
country. During this time he formed the acquaintance of 
Miss Mary D. Hermance, a native of Fredonia, N. Y. 
Their acquaintance resulted in marriage, and they were 
united on the 5th day of May, 1839. They soon after 
settled on a farm between Canandaigua and Morenci, where 
he remained six years, and then moved into Adrian, where 
he engaged in the lumber and saw-mill business. In 1852 
he removed to Quincy, Branch Co., where he erected a 
building for a store on the corner of Main and Chicago 



Streets, and engaged 
tion of three years, b 
ing health to relinqui 



e of goods. At the expira- 
eing compelled in consequence of fail- 
uish that branch of business, he sold 
out the store, and since that time has been engaged in buy- 
ing and selling produce. He was also postmaster for eight 
years, and in 1862 was in the mercantile trade again for a 
year, since when until a year ago, buying and selling grain 
and produce has been his principal occupation. 

Mr, Wheat has been generally successful in hie business 
ventures and has accumulated a comfortable independence 
for old age. He is held in great esteem by all who know 
him for his sound judgment, unflinching business integrity, 
and honorable dealing. In politics he is a Democrat of tho 
old school ; in religious sentiment liberal in his views, toler- 



ant and charitable to those with wboni he differs, present- 
ing in his life and character all the traits of an American 

Mr. and Mrs. Wheat are the parents of two children,— 
Luany, the eldest, being the wife of Thomas H. Smith, a 
lawyer of Los Angeles, Cal. 

In 1861, Edward S., at the age of nineteen, was one of 
the first to respond to the call for volunteers, and enlisted 
at the first call for three months' men, in the celebrated 
Loomis Coldwater Battery, and when it was found that 
the war was likely to continue he promptly re-enliated and 
assisted in enlisting the men and organizing the 4th Michi- 
gan Battery, in which he became lieutenant, and with 
which he remained during tVie war, a portion of the time 
serving as chief of ordnance on the staff of Gen. Van 
Cleve, He participated in many of the hard-fought battles 
of the war, among which were Shiloh, Perryville, Stone 
Kiver, Chickamauga, Murfreesboro', and many others, in all 
of which he proved himself a hero. At the time he was 
stationed at Murfreesboro' he became acquainted with 
Miss Emma Spence, the daughter of Hon, William Spence 
of that place, to whom, at the close of the war, he was 
married, and they settled on a plantation near Murfrees- 
boro' ; but soon after, being appointed revenue assessor, he 
ceased farming, and for the last seven or eight years be has 
resided at Nashville, serving as United States marshal for 
that district, 

Mrs. Wheat is a life-long, honored member of the Epis- 
copal Church ; she was eonfirmed in the city of Adrian 
many years ago, and is to-day a zealous churchwoman, res- 
pected and esteemed by all her acquaintances. 

The reader will find by reference to another page of 
this work the portraits of Mr. Wheat and his wife, which, 
together with this brief sketch, will stand as a tribute to 
their lives and characters. 



ALVAllADO BKOWN. 

Nicholas Brown, the father of our subject, was a native 
of Mas.«aehu8ett8, He was in early life married to Susan- 
nah Johnson in Herkimer Co,, N, Y. His occupation was 
that of a mechanic and machinist. In 1813 he removed 
to Ontario Co., N, Y., and settled on a farm In the town of 
Farmington, where he remained until 1825, when he re- 
moved to Orleans County, and the same year died at the 
age of forty-eight years. His widow died the next year, at 
the age of forty-eight years. They were the parents of 
seven children,— four sons and three daughters, — of whom 
Alvarado was next youngest. He was born Jan. 15, 1809, 
in Newport, Herkimer Co., N. Y. He attended school, 
and worked at farm labor until after the death of his 
parents, when the lamily became dispersed, and each went 
out to seek a living for himself 

After his mother's death, Alvarado attended the academy 
at Gaines for a short time, and then was engaged for about 
three years in working out by the month. During this 
time he married Miss Almina Davis, of Ridgway, July 4, 
183H, After his mari-iago he bought a small farm, c 
which he was engaged lor the next t 
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that time, determining to " go West,'' he sold out and went 
to Indiana, where, in the town of York, Elkhart Co., he 
hought five lots of government land. He remained there 
four years, and then exchanged hia lands in Indiana for it 
farm in the township of Quincj, Branch Co,, Mich., which 
has been hU home ever since, although he has sold and ex- 
changed farms and residences many times since. Mr. 
Brown has all hia life been engaged in iarming, never en- 
gaf^ng in uncertain projects of speculation, and it is entirely 
due to his shrewdne^ and sagacity, as well as his prudence 
and economy, that he has been uniformly successful in his 
business, and that he is now, in the closing years of a long 
and active life, able to retire from laborious pursuit with a 
competency for old age. About four years ago he gave up 
farming and contemplated making his home in Colorado, 
where his children are located ; but after visiting that 
country he decided that he liked his old homo best, since 
which time he and his esteemed wife have resided in the 
village of Quincy, where they are appreciated by a wide 
circle of friends and acquaintances. Mr. Brown at this 
time, although seventy years of age, has the appearance of 
a healthy old gentleman, and, with hia escellent wife, seems 
to enjoy life with as keen a eest as in their more youthful 
days. They are both honored members of the Baptist 
Church, in which they have been active workers for up- 
wards of forty years. 

They are the parents of three children, named Helen M., 
Mary M., and Florence Ina. They are all married, and are 
citizens of Colorado. Helen is the wife of Charles Lazenby, 
and resides on a farm twenty miles from the city of Den- 
ver. Mary is the wife of L. H. Cole, who is largely en- 
gaged in stock-raising, and resides in the city of Denver ; 
Florence h the wife of A. J. Williams, a banker of 
Denver. 

Mr. Brown has, at various times, occupied important 
positions, which he has filled with honor to himself and 
profit to his constituents, such as magistrate, two 
tive terms in the Sta Le 
convention that re d h 
private character i w h u 
known as a just and p I 

His wife was th d u h 
of Ridgeway, N. i , and 



d member of the 

f he State. His 

nd h has ever been 



«eph d Dolly Davis, 
1 "th day of De- 
r, 1811, at Goshen, Madison Co., Vt. She has proved 
to her husband a helpmeet indeed, fully sharing and sym- 
pathizing with him in all the toils, sicknesses, and anxieties 
through which he has passed in a long and active life, and 
it may be said of her that " the heart of her husband doth 
safely trust in her." 



LUCAS JOSEPH. 



Among the hardy old pioneer settlers of Branch County 
we notice Lucas Joseph, of Quincy. He reside^^one mile 
Bouth of the beautiful village of Quincy, on the same spot 
he first selected in 1837, and he is living in the same bouse 
erected by him in 1844, which was the first frame house 
built between Quincy and Hanchett's, in Algansee, In 
this house he was married, and has reared a large family of 
* children, and although he has bought, sold, and exchanged 



many tracts of land, It is remarkable in a Western man that 
in all these years he has never changed his residence. 
Matthias Joseph, the father of Lucas, was a native of 
Strasburg, France, and in 1817 emigrated with his family 
to the United States, and settled in Easton, Pa. Five or 
six years afterwards he removed to Tompkins Co., N. Y., 
where he remained about eight years, and then removed to 
Chili, Monroe Co., N. Y., where, in 1850, he died at sixty- 
five years of age. His widow died in the city of Rochestei 
in 1864. They were the parents of eight children, i 
lows ; Rose, Martha, Lucas, Mary, John, Elizabeth, Law- 
rence, and William. Of these all are living except Martha. 

Lucas, the eldest son, was born Oct. 14, 1817, at Easton, 
Pa. His opportunities for acquiring even a common-school 
education were very limited up to his thirteenth year, after 
which his school days were over, and he was put to wuik 
out by the month and year at farm labor, his father collect- 
ing his wages. 

When Lucas was nineteen his father gave him his time, 
and he went to work for himself He worked out a few 
months and got together a small sum of money, and then 
started for the West. He came to Michigan, and when he 
arrived in Adrian he had but three dollars, of which he 
expended two dollars and seventy-five cents for a pair of 
boots, and I he remainder for postage. 

He then went to work for Ira S, Mudge, south of Adrian, 
He made a baTgain with Mudge for eighty acres of wild 
land, in the township of Quincy. For this land he worked 
eight months, and also cleared ofi' eighteen acres of land. 
After paying for his land he went to work clearing off a 
small piece of four acres on his own land, which he put 



During the next few years he was engaged alternately in 
working out by the month and clearing and improving his 
land. In 1844 he erected the house in which he has ever 
since lived. The first year he lived alone and kept " bache- 
lor's hall," when Isaac Coon moved into his house and Mr. 
Joseph boarded with the family until his marriage with 
Miss Phebe F. Coon, Oct. 20, 1847. Mr. Joseph was for 
many years engaged in the nursery and fruit-tree business, 
he being the first to estAblish a nursery in Branch County 
and the first to sell fruit-trees. This, for about twenty 
years, was his principal occupation, although at the same 
time he carried on farming, and at intervals bought, sold, and 
exchanged lands, and occasionally dealt in land- warrants, 
bought and sold stock and produce. Mr. Joseph, although 
of Franco-German origin, presents a fine type of the uni- 
versal Yankee, in the multiplicity and variety of occupa- 
tions he has been engaged in, and in the enei^ and perse- 
verance with which he carries through to success whatever 
he undertakes. His whole life has been characterized by 
determination and push. The village of Quincy owes much 
to his energy and foresight, for soon after the construction 
of the Michigan Southern Railroad, the question of whether 
a railroad station would be located at Quincy or at a point 
three miles east depended upon the ability of the people to 
build a freight- house. Mr. Joseph, with his usual zeal, 
took hold of the matter, erected the building, and thus 
secured the location. He is widely known ovep-the county • 
as one of the solid, substantial old settlers oKfl^^jt^i^ |C 



HISTORY OF BRANCH COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 



195 



is held iQ great esteem by his felluw-townsuicn, and their 
confidence in him has been frequently manifested bj placing 
him in positions of responsibility. He is at this time serv- 
ing his second term as drain comtiiissioner. In poiitics he 
is a Democrat of the Jackson type, and believes in the 
maxims of the fathers of the Republic. 

Mr. Joseph and his worthy wife are the parents of ten 
children, named Francis J., Irvine E., Eugenia, Buella, 



May, Maud, Ray, Orr, Iva, and Clint. All are living ex- 
cept Irvine, May, Ray, and Orr. Eugenia is the wife of 
Amos Gould, and resides in the township of Quincy. 
Duella is the wife of M. S. Segur, and resides in the village 
of Quincy. Francis is at present located in California, and 
the others are at home with their parents. His home-farm 
consists of one hundred and forty-sis acres, and he owns in 
various other places six hundred and twenty-two acres more. 




PETEK M NEWBEREY. 



PriEE M NEA\ LLRllY. 



Jonathan Ncwherrj the pitemal grandfather of our sub- 
jiot wta a native of Orange Co N Y., and after several 
nmovils he finally settled m Santoga Co., where he died at 
an advancei age He reared a family of eleven children. 
Nathaniel the f ther of Peter M, was born in 1783. 
He WdS reared and i,ducated i tarmer, and in 1810 married 
Miss Jam, Mack in Sarito^i County. He became the 
owner of the old homeitead m Sarat ga, and reared a family 
of eight children named Peter M , William, Mary A., 
Nathaniel Jr John Nelson Aizim, and Phebe Jane, — 
all now IiviUg except Marj and Nathaniel. 

Peter M the eldest wis born at Northumberland, Sara- 
toga Co Dec 14 IhlO His youth was passed in attend- 
ing school and assisting n the home-farm. He remained 
at home with his father until he was twenty-six years of 
af,e He was married at the a^e of twenty-four to Miss 
Hannah berberry of the fame place, Nov. 10, 1834. In 
18o6 he decided to i,o West His mtention was to settle in 
Ohio, but their passage up Lake Erie was so rough and 
boisterous that they could not land at Toledo, and pro- 
ceeded to Detroit. They decided to settle in the interior of 
Michigan, and located in Jonesville, where Mr. Newberry 
remained one year, working a farm on shares. The next 
year he purchased eighty acres of wild land, in the town- 
ship of Quincy, Branch Co., erected a log house, and com- 
menced clearing off and improving it. He was ably assisted 




MRS. PETER M. NEWBERBT. 

by his noble and energetic wife, who, besides attending to 
her household duties, went out and helped pile and bum 
brush on their new land. She also, at the solicitation of 
her neighbors, taught school in her cabin for some time, 
until a school-house was erected. From this time Mr. New- 
berry was steadily engaged in farming up to 1869, when he 
sold his farm and moved into the village of Quincy, where he 
lived three years. He then repurchased his old farm and 
moved back. In 1870 he made a trip to the Pacific coast, 
with the intention of settling there if he liked the country, 
but he decided not to remain. On the 27th day of Janu- 
ary, 1879, Mrs. Newberry died, aft«r a brief illness of four 
days, of an attack of pleuro-pneumonia. 

They were the parents of three children, — Warren H., 
who was a soldier in the Rebellion and died in the Nash- 
ville hospital ; Clarissa, the wife of A. M. Btheridge, of 
Quincy ; and Emma, the wife of R, B. Etheridge, residing 
at the old home with the old gentleman. 



DR. ENOS G. BERRY. 

The late Dr. Enos G. Berry has a prominent place in the 
history of the State of Michigan as well as Branch County. 

Residents of the township of Quincy, who are but thirty 
years of age, know of Enos G. Berry comparatively nothing. 
The early settlers and pioneers knew his ability, worth, and 
■nfluenoe i„ He primo of lift. , |^^,^^ ^^ LlOOg IC 
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Jan. 10, 1877, the funeral services weru held at his resi- 
dence, when an appropriate, calm, auii uiiini passioned dis- 
course was delivered by the Rev. G. L. Height, of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Jacob Kincaid, Esq., in 
ohai^, Lucas Joseph, Wm. P. Arnold, Alvarado Brown, 
Nicholas Dally, Cyru.s Lask, and William Tibbitts,— early 
settlers and old acquaintances, — were pall-bearers. These 
aged men gave a solemn impression as they so carefully and 
tenderly laid him to rest where he now " sleeps his last 
sleep." The attendance was large and the occasion most 
solemn. 

Samuel H. Berry, father of a number of children, among 
whom was E, G. Berry, born Sept. 5, 1814, moved in an 
early day from the State of New Hampshire to Pennsyl- 
vania; thence to the State of New York, and in 1835 to 
Branch Co., Mich. 

The deceased studied medicine in Chautauqua Co., N. Y., 
oame to Quincy at the age of twenty-two, was admitted to 
practice as a physician and surgeon, and entered upon the 
duties of hia profession with zeal and self-sacrificing devo- 
tion. He visited the poor and destitute without charge, 
and took no mortgages or other securities of those unable 
to pay, but gave them such time as their circumstances 
required ; and, with other duties, continued the practice of 
medicine for about thirty years. 

When E. G. Berry came to Quincy there was but one 
log cabin on the prairie. 

The prominent early settlors were intimate friends of Dr. 
Berry, knew his character, influence, and ability, and many 
of them understood that the value of their property here 
wan greatly advanced by the influence of Mr. Berry, who, 
more than any other, moved the Senate, in 1849, to pass 
the Extension Bill, by which the Michigan Southern and 
Northern Indiana Bailroad, now Lake Shore and Michigan 
Soutliern Bailroad, was built. 

Dr. Berry was the first supervisor in Quincy ; was also 
justice of the peace in the town twelve years, and assisted 
the magistrates in the surrounding towns in making forms 
for conveyances and contracts, warrants, and writs of all 
kinds, and was the first to give form to legal proceedings in 
this part of the county. The constables, township, school, 
and road district officers, depended upon him for advice and 
direction, which was always freely given, and in this man- 
ner he became familiar with the Territorial laws, and also 
with the statutes afterwards passed. He was a member of 
the House of Representatives in 1842, and of the Senate 
in 1848, and well prepared in 1849 to act with a knowl- 
edge of the rules of the House and Senat*. 

He was appointed, in 1849, chairman of the Senate com- 
mittee on education. 

In 1849 he accomplished that which was the crowning 
glory of his life, viz., the passage of the Michigan Southern 
and Northern Indiana Railroad Bill, he being the leader 
of that measure in the Senate by common consent. 

In 1849, Branch County had a representation in the 
State Legislature creditable to itself, one that came conspic- 
uously to the front at the commencement of the session, — ■ 
Enos G. Berry in the Senate ; Geo. A. Coe and 0. C- 
Comstock ill the House, 

Wlien this bill came to its passage in the Senate, Mr. 



Berry was much aflccted ; when the veto message came he 
was almost paralyzed; when, on the 15th, the bill passed 
the Senate over the veto, he was unable for several days to 
leave his room ; and when the act finally became a law, he 
was completely overwhelmed. He appeared like a man in 
a trance fur two days, and was confined to his room for 
some time. His temperament proved to be so nervous and 
sanguine, and he did not know himself till this event, which 
not only surprised but alarmed him. Says the Hon. John 
W. Turner, member of the House at the same time, " I 
have listened to his appeals in the Senate in behalf of his 
constituents with much interest ; not that he was eloquent, 
for he did not aspiro to bo ; but in a deliberative assembly 
his address was impressive. Tall and commanding, with a 
clear, soft voice, a sparkling eye that fairly glowed ; and as 
he became nervous and more excited, his features grew full 
of expression, while he gave to his plain monosyllables a 
strong force, with his long and trembling forefinger that 
seemed to understand what he said, and came sweeping 
down upon the desk in support of every sentence." 

But the great object was accomplished, and proved of 
inestimable value to Southern Michigan. There is no 
doubt but what its success was due to the indomitable will, 
perseverance, and impressive eloquence of Dr. Berry. Says 
Mr. Turner, " The appeal of Mr. Berry in behalf of this 
measure was one of the most intensely interesting and 
soul-stirring speeches I ever listened to in a deliberative 



Now comes "the winter of his discontent." In 1858 
lis only daughter, Serena, fourteen years of age, affectionate, 
^nd in July died. 
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He occupied many other public positions, and was many 
times sent to the Legislature. He was at one time ten- 
dered and urged to accept the position of " Manager of 
Internal Affairs of Michigan," but this being in his later 
yeara, and the position being one of great responsibility, he 
thought best not to accept. 

He was also appointed, by President Lincoln, as Allot- 
ment Commissioner in the army, and entered upon the dis- 
charge of his duties; but being soon after taken severely ill 
in Washington, was compelled to abandon tbe"'anterprjse j 
and seek rest and quiet at home. I losiod by V^jOOv LC 
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He was an earnest worker for General Froiiiont, when 
the latter ran for President ; and in ease of Fremont's elec- 
tion, was to be appointed Governor of Nebraska. 

Dr. Berry was a man of very unconimon intellect, which, 
aided by his great energy and sleepless perseveraneo, would, 
without doubt, have elevated him to a position among the 
foremost men of the nation. He was an intimate friend 
and associate of Zaohariah Chandler, Jacob M. Howard. 
Governor Banaom, Chas. G. Hammond, and the various 
Governors of Michigan during his active days. Among his 
many intimate friends were, also, Gen. Cass, Governor Blair, 
Hon. Benjamin F. Wade, United States Senator from Ohio. 
These were among the many friends of Mr. Berry, by whom 
he was highly respected for his acknowledged superior ability 
and elevated character. 

In Dr. Berry we find a man of strong passions and of 
the keenest perceptions of right and wrong. He was a life- 



long member and supporter of the Methodist and Episcopal 
Churches, always kind and affectionate in his family, and 
a man revered and beloved by all. He left a large property, 
wife, and one son, the pride and idol of his later years, 
whom he lived just long enough to see a graduate from the 
Michigan University and a lawyer before the Supreme bar 
of his State, and just budding into l)right and promising 
manhood. 

Dr. Berry died happily, with a full and enduring faith in 
Jesus. An upright man has passed away. The All- Wise 
Father has seen fit to call him home to his haven of eternal 
rest. A life of usefulness is closed ; the places that once 
knew him will know him no more. 



" No jii 



for him 



indeed, a character worthy of emulation. 
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JOim S. ISELOTE. 
The ancestors of John S. Eelote were of French origin. 
John Belote, the paternal grandfather, was a sailor, and 
settled in Western New York, and when a young man 
married Dorcas Mack. He reared a large family of chil- 
dren, of whom Harris was the eldest. He became a 
machinist, and when a young man went to the city of 
Albany and was engaged in a machine-shop. Here he was 
married to Rebecca Spencer, and after a few years he re- 
moved to Conncclicut and then back to the State of New 
York, settling in Penfield, Monroe Co., and subse<^ucntly 
in Orleans County. In 18.^8 they migrated to Oakland 
Co., Mich., whore, in 1847, at the age of sixty four years 
he died. His widow died in 18(53, at the age of seventy 
years. They were the parents of fifteen children named 
as follows : Kliaa, John S., Caroline, Juliette, James Asa 
Boreas, Ruth, Charles, Geoi^% Adelia, Elnora Matildi 



and two mtinia not named Of this lai^e family nme are 
still living. 

John S., the second child, was born in the city of Albany, 
N. Y., Nov. 24, ] 81i!. His boyhood was spent in assisting 
his father, with whom he remained until five months before 
he was twenty-one, when he bought his time, paying his 
father thirty dollars. He then went to work for himself 
by the month. In 18;-!5 he came to Michigan, and went 
to work on the Erie and Kalamaao Railroad. He con- 
tinued at that labor five months, when he went to Branch 
County and selected and bought a government lot in the 
township of Quincy. He then worked at various places 
for two years, when he commenced clearing his land and 
bu It a log house, and on the 29th day of August, 1841, 
he was ut ited in marriage to Miss Lois M. Burleson, the 
daughter of Alva Burleson, an old settler of Quinoy, After 
h '! mirrnge he moved to " " 



itler ot Quinoy, After i 
' farm, wini:eii£)wQ IC 
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ever since resided. By industry and ceonoiny Mr. BlIuU. 
has acquired a handsome property, and is regarded as one 
of the solid and reliable farmers of Branch County. Hl 
lives Id a. fine, commodious house, and has comfortable and 
convenient barns and out-buildings for grain and at tk 
They are the parents of James W., Julia M., Alva J., Sarah 
R., Mary J., Martha G., and Amanda M., who are all living 
except James and Julia, who died in infancy. Hia son 
Alva owns and resides on a farm adjoining his father's. 

JOHN R. MORKY. 

Wm, P. Morey, the father of John R., was a nati\t, of 
Onondaga Co., N. Y. He was born in the town of Camil- 
lu8, and reared a fernjer. In 1840 he came to Michigan, 
and bought and settled on a farm in Reading, Hillsdale 
Co., on which now stands the village of Reading, then 
known as Basswood Corners. In 1842 he was married to 
Miss Lucy Rising, of the same place. He bought and sold 
several farms in Branch County, and in 1865 he died at 
his residence in the town of Quiney, at the age of fifty 
yeara. His wife died at the age of thirty-four, in 1856, 

They were the parents of three children, named John B., 
Lucinda, and William H. 

John E. was born in Reading on the 17th day of March, 
1844. He obtained a good education in the common 
schools and at the Albion College. He was reared a farmer, 
and when not in school assisted in the farm labors until 



LightLcn years f a^e whit it the call for volunteers to 
fi„ht the battles for the Unun he enlistei in Co M 5th 
Michigan C ivilry and served with honor all through the 
great struggle HebeLimLser^jPantof his compiny and wis 
s,t vinous times successively under the command tf thise 
celebrate! ^tnerals Custer Kilpatntk and '^hendan He 
partio pited in m'lnj of the hari f u^-ht battles and in nu 
m r us skirmishes and riids such as the Wilderness Get- 
tjsbut^ BoonsboroUol* Fredericksburg Winchester etc 
He WIS taken prisoner near Richm nd under Dabl^ren and 
was an inmate of Libhy pri'ion for four months until ex 
changed At the close tf the war hi, retumei to Reading 
ind engagLd in farming 

On the 17th day of March, 181)8, be was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Amanda Bickford, daughter of Charles Bick- 
ford, of Algansee, Branch Co., one of the old pioneer fomi- 
lies in that locality. After his marriage he settled on the 
old homestead of his father, in the town of Quiney, where 
he has since resided. He has made purchases, so that hia 
farm now consists of one hundred and twenty acres of fine, 
fertile land, well adapted for grain, grass, and fruit growing, 
with good, comfortable farm-buildings. Mr. Morey and 
his wife are the parents of one child, a bright little boy of 
four years of age. Mr. Morey is a man of enei^y and ac- 
tivity, and is highly esteemed by all his acquaintances for 
his integrity and social qualities. On another page of this 
work may be found a view of the beautiful farm-home of 
Mr, Morey, and the portraits of this worthy young couple. 



u N I o isr. 



The township of Union, which comprises Co 
township number 5 south, of range 7 west, of the principal 
meridian, was ot^nized from a part of Sherwood by an 
act of the Legislature approved March 11, 1837. It lies 
on the northern boundary of the county, being surrounded 
by the towns of Girard, Batavia, and Sherwood on the 
east, south, and west, respectively, and Burlington on the 
north, in Callioun County. 

This township was originally very heavily timbered, and 
was consequently not settled in the interior until after the 
prairie and oak-opening lands in other localities had all 
been taken ; for although the idea long held by settlers was 
rather in favor of timbered lands and against the prairies 
and openings for agricultural purposes, it was in time com- 
pletely overthrown by actual experience. By far the 
greater proportion of the timber in Union has been cut 
away, even though much still remains. The surface is 
usually quite level, the only depressions of importance being 
the valleys of the various streams. A judicious system of 
drainage has reclaimed some lands which were at one time 
of a marshy nature, and but very little waste land is now 
found in the township. 

The St. Joseph River crosses the northwest comer of 



1, flowing in a southwesterly direction, and uniting 
City with the Coldwater River, the outlet of 
lakes tfl the south. Both these streams, above 
their junction, were called St, Joseph at one time, the 
name having been ^ven by the Jesuits, in honor of the 
husband of the Virgin Mary, whom they regard aa the 
patron saint of " New France," as the northwestern region 
was then known. This river, also, to distinguish it from 
the " Miami of the Lakes" (now the Maumee) and the 
" Miami of the Ohio," was called for a greater or less 
period the " Miami of the North." The name Coldwater 
is also of French origin, the stream bearing that name 
being represented upon an old map under the title L'Eau 
Froid," or "Cold Water." 

In the immediate vicinity of Union City are many 
mounds, by many supposed to be the work of that mys- 
terious people, the " mound-builders," whose existence ia 
briefly discussed in the general history of the county. On 
the banks of the Coldwater Eiver are occasional circular 
mounds, whose origin was not known to the later Indiana, 
and which, from their similarity to others which have been 
examined in various parts of the country, are supposed to . 
be burial-places. On the right (or north) bank of th^^Q |(^ 
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Joseph, something over a mile above Union City, and ia 
Calhoun County, is an ancient earthwork, semioiroular in 
form, located upon a bluff which juta upon the stream, and 
the highest point in the immediate vicinity. Its position 
for defense is admirable, and testifies to the correct calouk- 
tion of those by whom It was constructed. It covers an 
area of perhaps an acre, ia about four feet in height, and 
has ijuite heavy timber growing upon it. It is well known 
tiiat these fortresses and mounds are invariably found near 
to a prominent stream or lai^e body of water, and as the 
8t. Joseph is among the principal rivers of the southern 
peninsula of Michigan, it is easy to see why it was chosen 
as a highway for the canoes or other craft of the early in- 
habitants, whoever they may have been. In other locali- 
ties are found extensive gardens, regularly laid out in beds 
and walks. Various plats of these gardens have been 
made, and printed copies are inserted in several interesting 
works pertaining to this region. They were occasionally 
hundreds of acres in extent. 

The student of history learns that early French explorers 
and missionaries traversed the peninsula forming the south- 
ern part of Michigan many years ere its settlement was 
begun by the descendants of the Anglo-Saxon race. It is 
stated — with what show of truth cannot be learned, but in 
all sincerity as far as known — that a French trading-post 
existed on the present site of Union City very early, on 
the north side of the St. Joseph River, below its union 
with the Coldwater; and immediately preceding the settle- 
ment of the place it is known that a small trading-post was 
established here by an American, who stayed but a short 
time. 

Hon. William H. Cross, of Centreville, St. Joseph Co., is 
authority for the statement that one John Clawson, from 
near Mongoquinong Prairie, in what is now La Grange Co., 
Ind,, was the first white man who made his home at the 
mouth of the Coldwater River. Clawson would therefore 
be entitled to the credit of having been 

THE FIRST SETTLER 

in what at present constitutes Union township. Judge 
Cross came into Branch County in 1829, and made his 
home in it in 1830, at Coldwater. It is stated on other 
authority that Clawson was the proprietor of a small store 
or trading-post, whore -he bartered with the Indians, this 
being the establishment mentioned above. The site of 
the early French trading-post which is said to have been 
located here is fixed at a point south of the present union 
school building in Union City, and north of the St. Joseph 

The survey of this township was made for the govern- 
ment in 1826, by Robert Clark, under instructions from 
Edward Tiffin, then United States surveyor-general. 

Settlements were made at Union City in 1833, of which 
more will be said farther on, and for a few years nearly all 
who eame into the township located there. Mention of 
them will be found in the sketch of the place a little later. 
The year 1836, however, witnessed the arrival of several 
families, who located in the dense wilderness to tlie south 
and east, a few of whom have continued their residence in 
the township until the present time. The majority of the 



first settlers in this township were very probably from Ni- 
agara and Chenango Counties, in the State of New York. 
From the former, in the spring of 1836, there came the 
following persons : Alpheus Saunders, Lewis Hawley, David 
Kilbourn, Archibald Mitchell, and W. M. Mitchell, who 
took up government laud in the southwest part of town 
and returned for their famiUes, bringing them to their 
new homes in the forest the following September. The 
families were all 'ai^e, yet, as the weather was mild, but two 
temporary habitations were erected for their accommoda- 
tion. These were conatructed out of lumber split out of 
basswood logs,-— very simple and uninviting, yet they an- 
swered all purposes for the time being, and who shall say 
that their occupants were not as happy as in more preten- 
tious edifices, with all that wealth could furnish for their 
enjoyment ? More than one of the great army of pioneers 
has expressed, in later years, the fact that he was even hap- 
pier in his rude cabin of logs or slabs, with its bark-roof 
and simple accompaniments, than in the elegant dwelling 
which his accumulated means from years of toil had enabled 
him to build and furnish. There was something in a free 
and unrestrained life in the vast and almost unpeopled wil- 
derness which possessed great charms for these builders of a 
nation, and the delight they feel in relating scenes and inci- 
dents of other days is manifest in the sparkling eye, the 
always ready tongue, and the elastic step which even the 
most aged possess on occasions calling forth from the store- 
houses of their memory (he recollections of the past. 

Alpheus Saunders, one of the above party, was bom in 
Tolland Co., Conn., March 1, 1793, and had lived in both 
Monroe and Niagara Cos., N. Y., coming to Michigan 
from the latter, as stated. The place upon which he set- 
tled in Union ia now owned by Daniel Grocsbeck and David 
L. Bucll. A line of blazed trees was followed by him to 
his farm when he returned with his family after first lo- 
cating his claim, and the same was the experience of the 
others, Mr. Saunders was one of the original members of 
the First Congregational Church at Union City, and long 
a deacon in that ot^anization. His death oecurred in Jan- 
uary, 1879. 

Honrj Blaiser and Llojd H. Sims located early in the 
eastern part of the township, — probably in the beginning of 
1836, as they had shanties built and clearings begun in 
May of that year. Two of Mr. Blazer's sons, Jacob M. , 

and Peter Blazer, yet reside in town. 

Charles A. Lincoln and Justus Buell, from Chenango 
Co., N. Y,, came together to this town in May, 1836. 
Neither of them was married, — both being young men, — 
but Buell went back to New York the same season, mar- 
ried, and returned with his wife in the fall. Mr. Lincoln 
located at Union City, and for several years worked there 
at his trade, — that of carpenter and joiner, — aiding in 
building many of the early structures in the village, 
among them the " Union City House," the " Red School- 
House," etc. He entered considerable land southwest of 
the village, and ia now residing on section 17, whither he 
removed after several years' residence in the village. 

Mr. Lincoln's brother, Caleb Lincoln, came on in June, 
1837., and stopped at Union City until fall, when he re- 
moved to land which his brother Charles 'jPfl, eitetediAlfaj j p 
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is now residing in Union City, which has been his home 
for many years. 

Darius Buell, brother of Justus Buell, came to Union 
late in the fail of 1836, leaving his family in New York. 
Two other brothers, Thomas B, and Chauncey Buell, fol- 
lowed him later in the season. All were single men except 
Darius. 

The family of the latter accompanied those of Caleb 
Lincoln and Curtis S. Youngs to Union City in the summer 
of 1837, and each of these families had an infant child. 
Mr. Youngs buried his on the way, Mr. Bucll's son, then 
an infant, is Geoige W. Buell, now in the hardware busi- 
ness at Union City, The journey was made from their o!d 
home to the new with teams, the household goods having 
been shipped by water to Detroit, from which place Caleb 
Lincoln drew them, during the summer, with his team. 
Mr. Youngs was a carpenter by trade, and he and Charles 
A. Lincoln worked together on numerous buildings in the 
village, where he is still residing. 

The house into which Caleb Lincoln moved in the fall 
of 1837 is yet standing, half a mile north of the present 
(fiirm) residence of Charles A. Lincoln, and is occupied by 
a grandson of the former. It is a frame building, a log 
house never having been erected here for the use of either 
of the brothers. 

Caleb Lincoln and the Buells brought horses with them 
to Michigan, having pnrebased them in the East at what 
were considered reasonable rates, but soon after arriving 
they sold them for about half what they had cost, and bought 
osen in their places. The reasons for such a step were 
numerous; grain of all kinds was of too great value to feed 
to horses ; oats were 12 and 13 shillings per bushel, wheat 
$2, etc. ; and salt, although comparatively cheap at Detroit, 
commanded the heavy price of $11 per barrel by the time 
it reached the embryo settlement at Union! Therefore 
oxen were substituted for horses, and did the work re- 
quired for a considerable number of years. At this day, 
however, the sight of an os-team is almcat a rarity, while 
fine horses are very common. 

David Kipley was an early arrival in the southwest part 
of the township. He was noted for being a great bee- 
hunfer, and also made considerable money by trapping 
wolves and presenting their scalps for the bounties, which 
in those days were i^uite large. He settled probably in 
1836, and is now deceased. 

Deer were exceedingly plenty in this region when first 
the white settlers began their improvements, and many a 
rifie dealt death among them, but few lulling to indulge in 
this sport,— then almost a necessity. Wolves, bears, and 
smaller game abounded, the former so thickly that the pig- 
pens suffered severely from their depredations. 

Ezra Bostwick, now of the village, settled in the township 
in 1846, coming from Onondaga County, N. Y. 

Charles A, Lincoln piloted many land-hunters over this 
town during the first years of his residence, and was inti- 
mately acquainted with all the settlers. The task of finding 
any given tract of land in a dense forest, with no other 
guides tu go by than lines of blazed trees, was by no means 
the pleasantest, as many will testify who became lost in 
their journeys and wandered miles from their destination 



before being able to determine where they were, and often 
being obliged to remain in the woods over-night. 

The first marriage in Union township was that of Charles 
A. Lincoln and Mary Ann Saunders, which occurred on 
the first day of November, 1838.* The ceremony was per- 
formed by Rev. Charles W. Gurney, and this was the first 
time he had ever been called upon for such a purpose. He 
had but a few steps to go, for the parties all lived in the 
same house, including the minister. A sister of Miss 
Saunders had been married in Niagara County (N. Y.) to 
Stewart Hawley, brother of Lewis Hawley, who is men- 
tioned as one of the settlers of 1836 in this town. 

From the best recollection, it is probably correct to state 
that the first white child bom in Union township was a son 
of Isaiah W. Bennett, his birth occurring at the village in 
1835 or 1836. 

The first death was that of the only child of a young 
couple named Oirastead, also living in the village. Some 
time in the fall of 1837 it was playing near the " tail-race" 
of the saw-mill, fell in, and was drowned. 

ORANGEVILLE POST-OFFICB. 

This settlement is located on the east line of the township, 
at the junction of the Coldwater River with Hog Creek,-j- 
and the former stream furnishes valuable power, which was 
early utilized. 

The first settler in this locality was a Quaker, named 
Abraham Aldrich, who, it is stated, came from Wayne Co., 
N. Y., in the spring of 1833. He built his house in Union 
township, but most of his land lay in Girard. He erected a 
small saw-mill, and in 1836-37 built a grist-mi!l,J one and 
a half stories in height, in which grinding was done in 
1837. This was the first grist-mill in the township, and 
supplied a great want, for the settlers had previously to go 
to Constantine, Marshall, or other distant points. A small 
mill bad been built in 1832, south of the old village of 
Branch, by Kirk, Allen, and others; but it ground so 
slowly and was such a poor apology for a mill, that people 
were fain to go farther for the sake of getting better and 
quicker work. 

The old mill at Orangeviile was known as the " Cocoosh 
Mill," from the prairie adjacent. The name was given to 
the prairie by the Indians, and means pork, or hog. It was 
evidently applied from the fact that in this neighborhood 
" hi^s ran wild without a pen," as the inimitable rhymster, 
Capt. Norton, relates in his " Restoration." The mill was 
at last destroyed by fire, and the present mammoth struc- 
ture, live stories high, was built by Roland Root in 1847. 
Mr. Aidrich's sons-in-iaw, Martin Barnhart, Benjamin 
Smith, and Hiram Shoudler, were also interested in the 
property at this place. 

The settlement took unto itself the same euphonious title 
borne by the prairie, and as such was known until the more 
expressive name of " Ilodwnh" was given it, and by the 
latter it is yet most commonly known. The name Orange- 
mile was given upon the establishment here of a post-office. 
The office was originally in the township of GJrard, north 



natiim by Mr. Lincoln. f Or " C. 

auChurity etutee thiit this mill wua built 
must have been tbe anH-mill. 
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CHARLES A. LINCOLN. 



This gentleman, one of the pioneers of the town 
of Union, waa bom in Norwich, Chenango Co., 
N. Y., Jan. 8, 1816. 

His father, Caleb, waa a merchant, and was born 
in Maine, July 9, 1769. He did business many 
years in Albany, whence he removed to Norwich 
about the year 1814, and died in Sherburne, Che- 
nango Co., in 1828. He married Miss Martha 
Hobart, and reared a family of ten children. 

At the age of thirteen, Charles, being thrown 
upon his own resources, passed the earlier part of 
his life upon a farm, receiving meanwhile a good 
common-school education. 

He learned the trade of a carpenter and joiner, 
which occupation he followed many years. In 1836 
he came to Union City in company with Curtis 
S. Youngs, Charles Gardiner, and Justus Buell. 
The party were eight days in coming from Detroit, 
and found in Union but a few shanties. Shortly 
after his arrival Mr. Lincoln b^an to work for 
Gilbert & Chase, who had purchased a tract of 
land and located the village, which Mr. Lincoln 
assisted in surveying. He continued in their em- 
ploy about one year, but continued to work at his 



trade until 1841, when he moved upon the farm 
where he now resides, and which he had purchased 
in 1836. 

Mr. Lincoln has been prominently identified 
with Union City and township. He afisist«d in 
surveying, locating, and cutting out most of the 
roads in the township. He built the first school- 
house, and helped to erect the first church, bridge, 
and hotel. He is emphatically a self-made man. 
Coming into a new country, with only his natu- 
ral resources for his capital, he has attained 
success in all departments of life. To his first 
purchase of land he has added two hundred acres, 
and is considered to be one of the thrifty and 
successful farmers of the town. He was married 
in 1838 to Miss Mary A., daughter of Martin 
Saunders, by whom he had two children. Mrs. 
Lincoln died in 1844, and he was married to Miss 
Elizabeth Cagwin, by whom he had five children, 
two of whom are living. Hia second wife died 
in 1860, and in 1861 he was married to Harriet 
L. Kilbonrne. 

Mr. Lincoln is a member of the Congregational 
Church, and a liberal supporter of church interests. 
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and east of ifs present location, and tho postmaster in 1837 
was one Mr. Parkinson. It was finally removed to " Ho- 
dunk," and a new office established at Girard Centre. The 
present incumbent of the office at Orangeville is Charles 
Sharts, who owns a good brick store building: "t the place. 
A tavern was built here early hy H. Kelso, who kept it 
two years. He settled on the soutli line of the townshij) in 
183G, and is now a resident of California township. The 
tavern has been in many hands sinee, and has recently been 
refitted and added to. 

FIRST TOWN-MEETING— TOWNSHIP CIVIL LIST, ETC. 

" At a meeting of the electors of the township of Union, 
being township 5 south, of range 7 west, in the county of 
Branch and State of iVlichigan, held at the house of Ches- 
ter Hammond, in said township, on the 3d day of April, 
1837, in conformity with an act of the Legislature of the 
State of Michigan, approved March 11, 1837, for the pur- 
pose of organizing said township, — 

" Chester Hammond was appointed Moderator ; Briant 
Bartlelt, Clerk ; and Lewis Hawley, Isaiah W. Bennett and 
Alpheus Saunders, Inspectors of said election ; all of whom 
were duly sworn in conformity with the kw in such cases 
made and provided.''* 

The following were the officers chosen, viz, : Supervisor, 
Isaiah W. Bennett; Town Clerk, Chosler Hammond; As- 
sessora, Alpheus Saunders, Solomon Parsons, James Pendell ; 
Constables, Henry Reaser, Rufus Hill, Thomns Buell; Col- 
lector, Rufus Hill (removed, and Solomon Parsons chosen) ; 
Directors of the Poor, Chester Hammond, Henry W, Potter; 
Commissioners of Highways, Lewis Hawley, James Pen- 
dell, Isaiah W. Bennett ; Justices of the Peace, James Pen- 
dell,-|- Archibald M. Mitchell, Isaiah W. Bennett, Briant 
Bartiett ; Inspectors of Common Schools, Alpheus Saunders, 
Carpenter Chaffee, Briant Bartiett ; Overseers of Highways, 
Carpenter Chaffee, Gideon Smith, Chauncey Buell. 

At this meeting it was " Voted, That the Overseers of 
Highways shall be Fence-Viewers and Pound-Keepers re- 
spectively; that $100 be raised for the improvement of 
roads ; that a lawful fence be four and one-half feet high, 
and no space more than four inches wide within two feet of 
the ground ; that a bounty of $5 be paid on each wolf 
■caught and killed in this township ; that the next township- 
meeting be held at the house of Alpheus Saunders in said 
township." 

The following jurors were chosen from Union township, 
June 7, 1839 : Asa Hawley, Archibald M. Mitchell, Shel- 
don Dunks, Solomon Parsons, Darius Buell, John D. Zim- 
merman, Hiram Marah, John N. Stickney, Hiram Shoudler, 
Franklin Burnett, Timothy Robinson, Frederick Olds, Sin- 
dall Morrell, Carpenter Chaffee, Henry W, Potter. 

At a meeting of the township boai*d, held Sept. 19, 1840, 



"netahed. That Drs. T. C. Hiiril, W. P. Hurd, and D. Wilsoo be 
requcated to furniab the towDship board with thoir opinions ro?pcctiiig 
the oHuse of tlie sicknes 
lage of Union City, pai 

•Township Rooords, 

tRemoTed from town 

filled Nuv. 8, 1837, hy V 



the mill-rnoe, or anything connects with tho laillg in said village, 
are the chubb of disease, and that tho clerli of tho bo»rd be direc'ad 
to oomuiunioale this resolution to the above-named phjaioiana." 

On the 28th of November following it was 

" Resoled, That no logs be allowed to lie in the mill-race or pond 
eonneeled with the iiiitle in Union Citj more than throe daja at e, 
time, between tho let day of May and tho Ist day of Noi-ember in 
each year, and the clerk is directed to notify the owner of the paJisage 
or adoption of Ihia reaolution." 

It seems this last resolution was finally reconsidered after 
due notice had been given as directed, for on the 10th of 
May, 1841, it was so modified as to allow logs to remain in 
the race not longer than one week. 

In the spring of 1843 a bridge was built across the 
Coldwater Kiver, near the corners of sections 14, 15, 22, 
and 23, the first one crossing the stream at that place. 
The St. Joseph had been bridged at Union City much 
earlier. (See " Memoranda," by Justus Goodwin.) 

The following is a list of the principal officers of the 
township from 1838 to 1877, inclusive: 



S-40. C 



oongg. 



1511. Hiram Marsh. 

1542. Hiram Shoudler. 
18+3-4J. Corydon P. Beaton. 
1345. Joseph 0. Leonard. 
1S4IJ. llimm Shoudler. 
1847. Joseph G. Loonard- 

1543. Mablon Barnbart. 
lS4y-5l. Joseph C. Leonard. 
1S5Z. Lloyd IL Sims. 
ISM-fll. Manna Olmsted. 
I35&. Silas n. yye. 



ia3&-39. Chesler Hammond. 
1840-42. Corydon P. Benton. 
1843-44. Joseph C. Leonard. 
ia4i. Horatio N. Blakoman. 
1840-47. Cnitis 8. Youngs. 
1843-52. Melvin L. Younga. 

1853. Joaon L. Loo. 

1854. John S. Yoongs. 
laji. Heni'j F. Eivers. 
185G. George T. Mosoloy. 



1838, Alpheus Saunders. 
Timothy Robinson. 
Darius Bnell. 

1839. Curtis 8. Youngs. 
Gideon Smith. 
Alpheus Saunders. 

1340. Charles G. Hammond. 

Archibald M. Mitchell. 

William D. Kobinson. 
184t. Briant Bartlrtt. 

A. M. Mitchell. 

H. RieliardsoD. 
1842. Noreooid. 
184.3. A.M. Mitchell. 

Hiram Richardson, 
1844. Solomon Parsons. 



18J6. Mahlon B. Barnhai 
ISiiT. Manna Olmsted. 
ISaS. Exra Bostwick. 
18SH. Silas 11. Nye. 
1800. Tfumai. Olds. 
I8BI. Curtis S.Yoongs. 
1862-60. Le Roy Judd. 



1357-80. (Jeorgo W. Shelmire. 
18ei. Jonathan O.Parbhursl. 
1302. G. W. Shelraire. 
1863. J. G. I'arhhurat. 
1804-05. James T. L.eonard. 
1806-011. CbauneeyW.Saunder 
1870-72. Ealas MoDonald. 
1873. 1). J. Easton. 
1374. Robert P. Watkins. 
1376-77. Hiram H. Chase. 



E. Wilder, Jr. 
Daniel Cornell. 
Manna Olmsted. 



1851. No record. 

1852. George W. Lin 
M. llarnhart. 



..^t^c^lc 



1S39-43. Carpenter Chaffee. 
ISU. Cajsius A. MUls. 
18+5. Wiliiom P. Hurd, M.D. 
1846-47. Soloioan Parsons. 
1348. Carpenter Chaffee. 
1849. Msnna Olmsted. 
1850-53. M. Burnett. 
1S54. M. B. Barnbart. 
1855. LorcDzo U. Linooln. 
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Bishop Burnett. 
857-60. Conetanl. A. 8 
-64. William Drum 
865-87, Henry C. Hon 
868-70. L. G. Linooln. 
■72. William C. Sm 
873-74. Chauucey W.e 



1838 


WilliBu, Aldcieli. 


1857 


Edwin Perry. 




B riant Bartlett. 




Curtis Prentiss. 


1839 


Hiram Sbeudler. 


ISGS 


Asa Waters. 


1840 


Ilirom Marsh {removed la 




Truman Olds. 




1842). 


1359 


Consiant M. S»an. 


1841 


Aroli<balJ H. Milcbell. 


1860 


Thomas B. Buell. 


1842 


John D. Ziuimennan. 


1861 


Edwin Perry. 


1843 


No record. 


1862 


Asa WftteK.. 


1844 


John W. Norton. 


1863 


C. M. Swan. 


1845 


Archibald M.Mitebell. 


1864 


Thomas B. Buell. 




Levi Lee. 


1865 


Edwin Perry. 


1847 


Daniel Cornell. 


1866 


David R. Coolcy. 


1848 


William U. Lineoln. 


1367 


E. 0. B. Wait. 




Oliver Frenob. 


1868 


Thomas B. Buell. 


1850 


Munna OlitiBted. 


1809 


Edwin Perry. 




Mnrlin BnrueU. 


1370 


Jerome Bowcn. 




Daniel Cornell. 


187 1 


Horrieon Downs. 


1852 


William Milehell. 


1872 


No record. 


1853 


Oliver French. 


1873 


Edwin Perry. 


1854 


Melvin L. youngs. 


1874 


No record. 


1855 


Cbarlee M. Whiting. 


1875 


Lewis M. Swan. 




Homce Longabury. 


1876 


Thomas B. Buell. 




William Mitchell. 


1877 


Edwin Perry. 




Charles T. Hopkins.* 




George L. Palmer. 






orui 


HWArs. 


1833 


David Kilboum. 


1849 


Hiram Richardson. 




Darius Boell. 


1850 


Charles A. LinCTlu. 




Franklin Burnett. 




Bishop Burnett. 


183B 


MarllQ Burnett. 




Henry A. Kelso. 




Chorlea 0. Hammond. 


ISSI 


HenryA. Kels-. 




A. M. Uitchell. 


1852 


Peter Grovo. 


1840 


Brian t Baritett. 




Bishop Burnett. 




Himm Shoudler. 


1853 


Silas H. Nye. 




11. L. Milcheli. 


1854 


Thomas B. Buell. 


1841 


U. L. Mitchell. 


1855 


Curtis Prentiss. 




H. Shoudler. 


1856 


Martin Knowles. 




William R. Perry. 


1857 


Thomas B. Buell. 


1842 


Mahlon B. Barnhnrt. 


1858 


Truman Olds. 




John W. Norton. 


1859 


Darius Buell. 




8indall M(.rrell. 


1860 


Benjamin Nelson. 


1843 


John W. Norton. 


1861 


James R. Vosburg. 




Humphrey L. Mitchell. 


1862 


Darius Buell. 




Hiram Shoudler. 


1863 


Beiunmin Nelson. 


1844 


Carpenter Chaffee. 


1864 


James B. Vosburg. 




G. PabuoT Olmsted. 


1865 


Sila* 11. Kye. 




Hiram Studley. 


1666 


Benjamin Nelson. 


1845 


Humphrey L. Mitehelt. 


1867 


60. No record. 




John W. Norton. 


1870 


Charles A. Lincoln. 




Hiram Shoudler. 


1371 


Silas H. Nye. 


1816 


M. B. Bam hart. 


1872 


Darius Buell. 




H. A. Kelso. 




J. It. Van Sobaick. 




George Strong. 


1S73 


Parker Hancr. 




Mahlon B. Barnbart. 


1874 


75. Sylvester Feller. 




Jeremiah Morrell, Jr. 


1876 


Sylvester Feller. 




William Mitehell. 




Robe A Merritt. 


1848 


George Strong. 


1877 


Sylvester Feller. 



o (juatify; M. L. Youngs 



Augustus Bentley chosen t( 



1838 


Alphcu 
Briont B 
Tiiuotb R 


1839 


Alphcu 
Corydo B 
Hiram 

Arobib M M 
Corydo B 
Horali N B 


IS 41 


Williai 
Horati N B 


1842 


Corydo B 
C. P. B 
W. P. 




JohnN 


184? 


llorati N B 




L. Smi H 


1844 


Theodi 


1845 


L. Smi 
W. S. H 


1847 
1849 


Horati N B 
Theodo G 
Justin 
Willia. M M 


185* 


S. G. M U m 




Henry 


1S51 


Henry b. Hurd. 



The officers chosen for this township in 1878 wero tlie 
following, Yiz. : 

Supervisor, James D. Studley; Town Clerk, H. H. 
Cliase ; Justices of the Peace, Joseph Spencer, Joha Gib- 
son ; Treasurer, Samuel A. Wilbur; School Inspector, Ira 
Dufor ; School Superintendent, George E. Smith ; Com- 
tnissioner of Highways, Sylvester Fuller (resigned, and 
Heber S. Ciissey appointed to fill vaeaucy) ; Drain Com- 
misioiier, Ira Buell ; Constables, D. E. Young, David B. 
Buell, Hiram Sabkett. 

sen 001^. 

At a meeting of (he board of school inspectors, held at 
the house of Carpenter Chaffee, April 2G, 1837, the town- 
ship of Union was divided into four school districts, as fol- 
lows : District No. 1 included sections 1, 2, 10. 11, 12, 13, 
14, 15, and the south half of 3 ; No. 2, sections 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
16, 17, 18, and the north half of 3; No. 3, sections 19,20, 
21 , 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, and 33 ; No. 4, sections 22, 2;-!, 24, 
25, 26, 27, 34, 3-5, and 36. Jan. 17, 1838, District No. 
5 was formed from parts of Nos. 1 and 4, including sec- 
tions 13, 14, and 15, from the former, and 22, 23, and 24, 
fiom the latter. District No. was formed April 21, 1838, 
from parts of No.s. 2 and 3 ; and No. 7 was formed June 
27, 1838, from parts of Nos. 1 and 4. Other changes were 
made the same year, and numerou.s others have been made 
since. The apportionment of school moneys to districts in 
Union township, in 1838, was $51.38; $35.20 in 1840; 
«27.10in 1841; 845.50 in 1842; andJ46.62 in 1844. 
The number of scholars in the first fo« 
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waa 71, "88, 138, 147 ; in 1843, four districts reportins, 
126 ; and three districts in 1844 reporting an attendance of 
118. District No. 2, wliich included Union City, waa as 
a matter of course credited with the most. 

Tile first school in the township, after the organization of 
districts, was taught at Union City. The teacher was Hiss 
Ellen E. Hammond,* daughter of Deacon Chestw Ham- 
mond, and now the wife of Dr. Henry S. Hurd, of Gales- 
bui^, III. This was a summer school, and was taught in 
the summer of 1838. Miss Hammond's brother, Heniy 
L. Hammond, taught here in the winter of 1838-39. In 
the winter of 1839—10 a school was taught immediately 
across the line in Calhoun County, 
Goodwin, by Miss Sarah Sargent. 



n the office of Justus 
attended by 



igton, and probably by several 



those lit 
from U. 

In 1837 the first school-house at Union City waa built. 
The frame was raised by Briant Bartlett, and the building 
finished by Charles A. Lincoln. Mr. Bartlett lived here 
but, a few years, finally removing to Detroit. The building 
was painted red, and long went by the name of the " red 
eehool-hoose." It is now used by Curtis S. Youngs for a 
dwelling, and occupies the same tot upon whicli it was 
built. lis position has been changed, an addition built, 
and white paint substituted fur the red. Its location is 
near the northeast corner of Ellen and Ann Streets, west 
of the Farmers' National Bank. The school-house was 
also used by the Methodist and Congregational societies on 
alternate Sundays before they built houses for worship. 
Schools and meetings had been held, too, in the building 
known as the " sub- treasury," at the northeast corner of 
Broadway and High Streets. 

The present elegant and substantial union school build- 
ing was erected in 1877, at a total cost of over |I9,000, 
although the original contract price was 314,700. Heating 
apparatus has been put in by a Toledo, 0,, firm, costing 
between $20(10 and 83000. The building is three stories 
high, including basement. The latter is of stone and the 
balance of red brick, with eut-stone trimmings. The ar- 
rangement of the interior of the building is complete and 
convenient. The attendance is over 400, of which number 
less than 100 are " foreign" pupils, or those residing outside 
of the district. The departments are six in number, with 
teachers, as follows : High School, M, V, Kork, Principal ; 
Webster Cook, Assistant ; Grammar department, Misa 
Mary Proudley ; Intermediate, Mary Whiteomb ; Second 
Intermediate, Miss Adelle Sager ; Primary, Miss Imogene 
Cross; Second Primary, Miss A. M. Coleman, The pres- 
ent school board consiats of Joseph C. Leonard, Moderator ; 
Silas H. Nje, Director; Dr, H. F. Ewers, Assessor; 
Chaunccy Saunders, M. F. Buell, M. D. Slocum. Dr. 
Ewers has been a member of the board nearly twenty 
years. Mr, Leonard served about fifteen years without in- 
termission, and is now a second time a member, having 
served two years. 

In the summer of 1838 a school waa taught in the cham- 
ber of Caleb Lincoln's frame house, southwest of the vil- 



lage, by Margaret Baxter. This house was the first frame 
dwelling in this part of the town. The nest year a frame 
school-house was built in what is now District No. 6, 
the women helping to raise it, and preparing a supper in it 
afler it was up, to which all present did full justice. At 
the school held in Mr. Lincoln's chamber 11 children at- 
tended, being sent from three families. Among the early 
teachers in the sehool-liouse were Miss Charlotte Reynolds, 
Misa Abigail Mitehell, and Miss Eliza Sims, Miss Reynolds 
probably being first. 

UNION ORANGE, NO, 07, PATRONS OF HUSBANDRY, 

was organized Oct. 27, 1873, with 22 members, by a dis- 
pensation from the National Grange, and soon afterword re- 
ceived its charter. Its first principal officers were : Master, 
Thomas B, Buell ; Overseer, Ithamar B, Craw ; Lecturer, 
Charles A. Lincoln ; Chaplain, Elijah Kilbourn ; Sec, Wil- 
liam E. Day. It now occupies the school-house in District 
No. 6, has a membership of about 40, and is officered as 
follows: Master, Charles A, Lincoln; Overseer, Ira Buell; 
Lecturer, Thomas B. Buell ; Chaplain, Ithamar B. Craw ; 
Steward, Alfred Armstrong ; Assistant Stewaixl, D. R. Lin- 
coln ; Sec,, James D. Studlej ; Treas., D. V, H. Groesbeck ; 
Gatekeeper, S. E, Lee ; Cores, Mrs. A. Armstrong ; Pomona, 
Mrs, Ithamar B. Craw; Flora, Mrs. Elizabeth Clay; Lady 
Assistant Steward, Mrs, Charles A. Lincoln. 

RELIUIOUS SOCIETIES. 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, UNION CITY. 

The Methodists and Congregationalists organized them- 
soives into bodies for public worship at nearly the same time, 
the former, however, preceding the latter by a few weeks. 
The first Methodist class in the township was organized at 
Union City in the winter of 1836-37, and its leader was a 
man named Hull, a cabinet-maker by trade, who had arrived 
in the place the same winter. Among the members of this 
class were Isaiah W. Bennett and family and Mrs. Carpen- 
ter Chaffee. The presiding elder of the district when the 
Union City class was organized was Rev. Mr. Uttenberg, 
and some of the early minister were Revs. Subin, Tibbetts, 
and Crippon. The present frame church was built subse- 
quent to 1840. The membership of the church in Febru- 
ary, 1879, was 90, and its pastor, Rev, Amos M. Gould. 
A flourishing Sunday-school is sustained, with from 80 to 
100 members and 12 classes. It ba^ a good library and is 
superintended by J. I. Copelin. 

It is said that when the first quarterly meeting was held 
at Union City there were scarcely enough Molliodisls in 
the place to entertain their guests, and the hospitality of 
other families was made manifest when they aided them in 
their predicament by offering food and shelter to such as 
were unprovided for. 

A Methodist society in the south part of the township 
b of much later origin, and has a fiiir membership. A neat 
brick church has been erected and services are held by the 
pastor at Union City. 

FIKST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UNION CITY. 

In 1844 the manual of this church cont^ned^the folio w- 

i)f 1837. iig historical items ; 



y Google 
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" SisteeD persona, having letlcrs uf dianiissidD and recom- 
mendation from other churches, were constituted the ' First 
Congregational Church of Union,' March 7, 1837. A 
standing committee wits chosen, and the church became 
connected with the Marshall Presbytery, on the ' Plan of 
Union,' March 16, 1839, and this relation was sustained 
until Dec. 5, 1840. Jan. 13, 1841, the church united 
with the ' Marshall Conference of Congregational Ministers 
and Churches.' 

"■At the ot^anization of the church, Chester Hammond 
was elected deacon, and in the July following, Alpheus 
Saunders was also chosen to the same office. 

" In November, 1837, Rev. Charles W. Gurney was era- 
ployed by the church to labor in the ministry, which he 
continued to do until June, 1839. During the first year 
of this period he preached but half the time. In the fol- 
lowing October, llev. Elijah Buck was employed, and con- 
tinued his labors until September, 1840 T e u n y of 
Rev. L. Smith Hobait commenced the fi t Sabb h n No 
veraber, 1840. In the ensuing Jauua y he w o d d 
by on ecclesiastical council, and installed a pa o o 1 

"The house of worship occupied ly I 
completed and dedicated Dec. 24, 1840. It 
with abeil in May, 1843." 

This church stood on High Street; it Wi. 
1850, and sold in 1869, after the erection of the new chureh. 
The latter, a fine brick structure on Broadway, was begun 
in 1858, and completed and dedicated Feb. 5, 1802. Its 
cost was about 814,000. 

The original members of this society were Chester Ham- 
mond, Fanny Hammond, Ellen E. Hammond, Alpheus 
Saunders, Lucinda Saunders, Lewis Hawley, Charlotte 
Hawley, David Kilbouru, Olarinda Kilbouni, Justus B. 
Buell, Kmeline Buell, Thomas B. Bucll, Charles A. Lincoln, 
Charles II. Coates, Esther Maxfield, Sarah Jane Hurd, 
Mary Ann Saunders, Charlotte Bernard. July 22, 1837, 
the list was increased by the reception of Curtis S. Youngs, 
Lucy Youngs, Caleb L 1 (.1! L In Briant Bart- 



lu 1 w 
'as furnished 



laired i 



M J n f the early 

J f n 18 8 to 1842, 

was 131 I r prominent 
M nz C 11 n and Deacon 

ice Mr. Hobart'a time have 



lett, and Comfort D B 
settlers became raenib 
and in 1844 the mem! 
members were J. N. S 1 
Israel W. Clark. 

The successive pastors 
been Revs. C. H. Morae, from November, 1848, to March, 
1853 ; A. C. Kedzie remained till September, 1854 ; Mr. 
Edwards, supply in winter of 1854-55; Reuben Hatch, 
pastor from late in 1855 to April, 1859 ; S. W. Streeter 
came late in 1859, was installed in Pebrnary, 1863, and 
stayed until November, 1869 ; E. G. Chaddock began labors 
Jan. 25, 1870, and was installed May 5, 1871, during 
which latter year the church was reseated and the galleries 
raised and extended. Mr. Chaddock was succeeded by 
Rev. W. F. Day, and he by the present pastor, Rev. H. H. 
Van Auken, who came Jan. 1, 1878, 

The membership of this church on the 11th of February, 
1879, was 240. A Sabbath -school is sustained, with 16 
officers and teachers, and 200 members. Horace Corbin 
ia superintendent. The school possesses a library of about 



300 volumes. I 
raised for varioui 
early records ha\ 



the past five years the chUi'di has 
annual sum of $2800. Its 
destroyed by fire. 



GRACE OlItlBCU (episcopal), UNION CITY. 

The oi^aniaation of this society was effected Dec. 23, 
181)4, in a room in the house of H. F. Ewera, eighteen per- 
sons (ten males and eight females) becoming members. Late 
in the same year, or early in 1865, the present frame chtireh 
was begun, and was finished and dedicated in the latter year. 
Its cost was about $4000. The first rector was Rev. Geoi^o 
Verner, from Detroit, who came in the spring of 1365 and 
stayed about two years. Lay services were then held until 
some time in the year 1868, when Rev. S. W, Frisbie as- 
sumed chaise as second rector. He remained about a year 
and a half, or until early in 1870, and was succeeded, in 
1871, by Rev. Charles R. Ilughson, who remained also 
bou ay da half. Since then lay services have 

uos ly been held with occasional clerical service, and the 
I a h s w I a rector at present. 

Tl e chu ch 1 as a capacity for seating about 400 persons. 
Tl p es n umbe of communicants is about 30,^16 fam- 
1 ^ b loUg n^ he parish. Sunday-school has been sus- 
tained most of the time s nee tl o ^ zat on and now has 
four teachers and a 1 b a y of s n e 50 volu I su- 

perintendent is Dr. H r Lwers 

POPCLAT ON — bTiri 1 AL 

The following figu es a e f o th "5 h u of 1 4, 

and show the growth of the towns j fo hrs forty 

years of existence : 

Population (I15I mn 090 f ma. 

No. of atiea of tiixab and. 2 33 

" " lam w od by ndi da a d 



" bushels of nbeat 36 2 

" "CO d 3 86 

p at ea 
" tons of h»j c I Ml 

" lbs. of wool ab d 8 

•' " pork 1 a k d 1 8 fit 

" butterma. S 

" " fruit d ed r ma k D S 21 

" bbla. of eidor n ade 4 

" lbs. of maple- uga mad n 874 30 

" acres in oroha d 5 

" " busbes. n m n and ga d n 

" buahela of app e sed n 8 2 9 

Value of all fruit and gn d n g ab e ST2 $S 

" " n S $ 9 

Naiif horBeB,oDe?ea dand wn d n 8 4 



" neat cattle, one jear old and oior, other 

than oxen and toirs 841 

" swine over ail months old _ flS4 

" ' "^^ Bboared in 117J _, 4;535 , 

" "^-""'"""Ti^^'d h. Google 
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No. uf persons euiploj'ed in same 11 

Ainuunt of capital invested t2B,20« 

No. of runs of El«ne 11 

" bbls. of flour made in 1873 8,615 

Value of products uf fiourlng-miils in 1873 146,305 

No. of san-mille In operation in 1873 _ 5 

- '■ periiOUB employed in same 1& 

Amount of capital invested S23,0UU 

No. of tbet of lumber sawed a2U,00« 

Value uf products *2B,750 

Nu. of plu Ding-mi lis, 1873 1 

" persons emplojed 5 

Capital invested $5,5(10 

Value of produola $3,600 

No. of agricultural implement works and found- 

Ho. of persons employed li> 

Capita! invested $lS,(iili) 

Value of produeta $2(1,(100 

Ho. of oarriage-fnctorics - 1 

" persons employed l:i 

Capitul invested SO lUU 

Value of products _ lU 10 

No. of furniture nnd oholr-flKtoriBS. I 

" persons employed i 

Capital invested _ $4 000 

Vttino of products So 00(1 

No. of ctothes-pin- and stave- fact oiies 1 

" persons emplojed 10 

Capital invested 88(100 

Value of products $1(1 jOO 

Total number of mnnofaoturin;; esiabliabments 

■ 1873 n 

Total number of persons employed in sa ne SS 

•■ ainountof capital invest, d $15 00 

" valuo of products «1 o-ioj 

VILLAGE OF UNIOS CITY. 

John Clawson baa been mcntioTicd as the first white 
man who ]ix»te(i at the mouth of the CoMwater Itiver, 
now witliiii the limits of Union City. The place was very 
early noticed for its elegibility as a village site. As early, 
perhaps, as 1831, Isaiah \V. Bennett, a native of the State 
of New York, a man possessed of considerable ability, some 
means, and a rovinj; ijisposition, passed on a prospecting 
tour along the St. Joseph River, and was greatly struck 
with the advantages for a village site which this locality 
possessed. Here was the junction of the two rivers, botli 
of which would furnish extensive power ; here all the In- 
dian trails centred ; and here, in all likelihood, would be 
the point at which a canal from the E<ist would lock into 
the river. He and Jeremiah Marvin purchased a consid- 
erable tract of government land in the vicinity.f Bennett 
was the founder of Jacksonburg, now the fiourishing and 
beautiful city of Jacitson, in the county of the same name, 
and had become a man of prominence in that place before 
coming here. He had kept public-house also, both at Jack- 
son and Ann Arbor, and was among the earliest settlers in 
the interior of the Slate. He bad the unfortunate habit of 
occa'iionilly taking rather a iatgcr tjuantity of li(]uor than he 
eoul 1 c rry w th e se and at such times was very loquacious. 
Hi= uosit com uon ren ark was, " Boys, I came here on a 
B juaw tra 11 No hw thetanding his faults, however, he 
WIS well I ked aul w s several times elected supervisor of 
U on townsh p He was commonly called " Jack" Ben- 
nett an iblir va o of " Ctieraokamin Chief Jackson," 
wh cl t 1 1 d b p en him by the Indians, on some oc- 
cas on wl en 1 e hid del ercd to them an address, in which 
th nam of Jack on hen President, was oflen spoken. 
Mr Ben tt kept tl e o! 1 Union City House a short time 



in 1837. His first location was on the flat where the Nye 
Minufacturing Company's works now ire There he built 
a I g house and lived in it for a time subse juentlj moving 
north of the rner ipin property now owned by Thomas 
B Buell and 1 iter to the southeast corner ot Broadway 
and High btieets He lived also m numerous tther parts 
>t the vilhge He finally removed to Westem V, wonsin, 
wl ere he died His old I „ h use was used in ISSS as a 
blacksmith shop b\ J hn D Zimmerman Bennett did 
not Lttle here till 1834 

The first permanent settler upon the site of Union City 
was Justus Goodwin, a native of Lenox, Mass., and after- 
wards a resident of Oneida Co., N. Y., where he was grad- 
uated, in 1821, from Hamilton College, afterward reading 
law for a time, and finally entering into practice In 1831 
he emigrated to Ann Arbor, Washtenaw Co., Mich , where 
he remained two years. In 1833 he purchased of Jeremiah 
Marvin 568 acres of land, located on sections 4 and 5 in 
what are now Union township. Branch Co., and Burlington 
township, Calhoun Co., paying for (he same the sum of 
$2000. He immediately moved hero and began improve 
menls, his purchase including the site of Union City He 
built a house — or small shanty — immediately on the county 
line north of the village, and lived in it until a more pre- 
tentions frame structure was raised on the ground where 
now stands the residence of Isaac N. Tower. Part of this 
house is yet in use as a dwelling, having been moved to a 
location near the entrance to Riverside Cemetery. He dug 
a narrow raceway from the Coldwater River to the present 
site of the plow-works and foundry, and there, in the spring 
of 1834, began building a saw-mill, finishing it that year 
or the nest. 

Mr. Etheridge, an early settler at Coldwater, now de- 
ceased, used to tell of making a trip on horseback from the 



the wonderful village he 

t ) ospecfive condition, had 

rs as a very metropolis. 

f th Coldwater, he saw a man 

d pproaching him, inquired 

urprised at being told he 

I was Justus Goodwin, at 



latter place down li 
had heard of, or wl 1 
been made to appe 
Arriving below th 
at work upon a bu Id d 

the way to the v II H wi 

was then in it« midst I The n 
work upon his saw-mill.* 

The following memoranda W' 
win to Chester Hammond, about I84(), the latter preparing 
a history of the place up to that time, which he read before 
the lyceum which then existed. Mr. Hammond's article 
cannot now be found, Mr. Goodwin wrote : 



) furnished by Mr. Uood- 



" 18SI.— Union City, embracing the west half of ai 
irth half of northeast quarter of section 6, in tonn 
nge 7 iteft, and also the west half of the eoBt half of 



,ip 5 south 



township 4 south, range 7 weet. 

"The former location embraces the preaeot site of most of Union 
City and the farm of Chester Ilaiwmond. The [alter description is 
now pnrt of the farm of J. Goudnin. The same year the entire farm 
of B. Wilder was located by Gentlemen Swain and Marsh. The same 
year also the east half of southeaat quarter of section 5, the nest half 
of soDlhcast quarter and cost half of southwest quarter of section 6. 
township 5 soulh, range 7 west, were located by 0. Brown. The 



I of exaetnesa, for the saw-mill was begun in 183t-3ntd the villa^I 
! nut laid out till 1S3&. Sea further description. (^-,^(^Q |(^ 
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"In 1832, about July, Eleaser MoCamly bought the MoCnmlj 
Prairie of Mr. Stoddard, tho original purohnstr, nnd commoncei 
plowinB and improving ; bnilt a log oabin,-thc one now occupied bj 
P. MoCamly,— and in the following fall moved ita to it, followod by 
Mr. R. Tuek, who built another cabin at tho present Phelpa place. 

"In March, 1833, J. Goodwin bought all the Marvin low, and In 
May of that year oame to Union City to cominenco operations. With 
the eiception of MoCamly and Tuck, (he country from Homer to tho 
farm now occupied by Mr. Kellogg, and a few familiea on Dry Prairie, 
was an unbroken wilderness, ohieily government land, nnd no road 



oodttin 






lo thepi 



Horton War 
he first thr 



IS of land w 



ent C. JIammond farm, with a, small farming ostaUishmcnt, under 
charge of Nnhum Sargent, who was hired by the year, assisted ijy 
md wife, who kept shanty and did the cooking for 
lonlhs. A ahanty, the first one in Union City, wiis 
F rods west of C. Hammond's present residence, by 

plowednnd got into wheal, and in the fall the shi 
and removed to near where C. Hammond resides. In the menu time a 
small board building was erected in the northenst corner of what is 
now the Hammond front yard, into which Goodwin put up a small lot, 
say from $1000 to 11500 worth of staple goods. 

"About this time the present French lot was located by L. Fish, 
and soon after the Parsons place wns located by one Hamilton, and 
the lot west of it by Wui. M. Lamb. The lot where D.widaon now 
resides was ioonted this year by E. Olmstoad, who commenced a small 
improvement on it in 1833,— in the fall,— and built a cabin on it in 
IB.f*. After tho commencement of 1834 locations began in Tekonsha, 
Olrard, Sherwood, Ac., and also in Burlington, which would require 
too long a time to mention,— I shall Ibcrefore only notice Union City. 

" Through tho wint«r, spring, and summer of 1833-34 J. Goodwin 
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"About the 1 



d J. Goodwin np 
It arrived at Oni, 



. of December of this yei 
liehed, by the name of Qoodwinsville, an 
P. M., who held that office until 1846. 

" On the 28th of December, I. W. Benne 
his family, and immediately tho old log house just west of the fn: 
(now torn away) was erected in three days, in the dead of wintei 
moved into tbe third day. 

"During all this time there was no bridge across the rirer, 
nothing buta footway, made upon wooden horses. In January, 1835 
this foot-bridge was carried away by tho rise of the river and anehoi 
ice. The river rose to a great height and froie over. All hand; 
Tolucteored to build a bridge and at once went at it, framed and raised 






a bridge on the ioe in the very coldest of the winter, and covered it 
with logs, and finished the whole in four days. This bridge stood 
until 18*2. 

" In the fall of 1835, Mr. Jeffries came with hie wife to the place, 
and built a log cabin just in front of D. Buell's house, and occupied 
it a few months and then ran away. In November, 183+, the family 
of J. Goodwin arrived, and occupied his honae until ho sold lo C. G. 
Hammond, which was on the 30th day of January, 1836. 

"About this time tho maaa of tho country was absorbed by locations 
and settlements, which would take a long rime to notice, and which 
are probably known to others as well as by mc. 

Tiie localities mentioned by Mr. Goodwin in this article 
are now occupied by different persons, but they were mostly 
within the present limits of Union Ctty, and this fact is 
sufficient far all purposes. 

On the 8th of November, 1833, Mr. GocNlwin sold to E. 
W. Morgan the west half of section 4, township 5 south, 
range 7 west, — 322 acres,* — and the latter person laid out 
the village of GoodwinwUle Id 1835, as the following t«s- 



"Tehritohv of MiCHioiN, 1 

WiSHTENAW CotlMTl', J 

I hereby certify that the 30th day of June, 1835, E. tt M rgin 
rbor, in said county, personally nok now I edge I 



e propne 



■oof Qoolwin^vilk 



of the villag 
before me that hi 

e-tecuted this pint for the uses and purposes therein oxprei 
"Oiven under my hand. "W. R. Tnoiipsjv 

•' J(i>rlie of Ihe Peace iu laid Cu«al^. 

This plat was recorded in the Branch County records Aug. 
27, 18:55, by Seth Dunham, regiater. In shape it wa^ much 
different from that now laid on the samo ground. It was 
located on both sides of tho St. Joseph Kiver, estending 
north to the county line, and south to include a small por- 
tion of the southwest quarter of section 4. 

In the early part of 18H6, James Crane, of Elizabeth town, 
N. J., purchased water-privileges and various tracts of land 
in this vicinity from K. W. Morgan, William R. Thompson, 
Henry Potter, and Hiram Thompson, and in January, 
1836 (same season), Charles G. Hammond purchased a 
large tract here, including tho site of the village, as agent 
for a company which had been formed in New York City 
for the purpose of improving the water-power at this place 
and founding a village. This firm, Messrs. Crane & Wood- 
ruff, finally sold to another company from the same place, 
composed of Messrs. Richard L. Clark, Lyman W. Gi!bei-t, 
Isaac M. Diamond, and Israel W. Clark. The latter two 
soon became proprietors, and finally Mr. Clark obtained 
Diamond's share. In time he added to tho original prop- 
erty for the purpose of securing more water-power. He 
also sold a large portion to Crane & Woodruff, and they in 
turn disposed of it to Co!. Thomas Moseley, who became a 
prominent man in the place. 

The four proprietors — the Clarks, Diamond, and Gil- 
bert—laid out on the " two-hundred-aore tract," as it was 
called, the village of Uniott Citt/, in the spring of 1837, 
the acknowledgment to the plat being dated April 10 of 
that year. It was surveyed by O. Wilder, who made the 
following minutes upon the inai^in of the map : 
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n dam of Iwo feet high will give n fall of ahout eighteen feet,— a 
jioncr equal to the greatest requirements of the country. 

"The eounlry nruunii is one of surpassing heauty and of great 
faitilily, whont heing the staple product, but equally good for wool- 
growing. Climate in healthy ; waters pare, lively, nnd transparent. 

"0. WlLUEH. 

" There is also a quarry of building stone of excellent quality, 
vleinitj." 

Messrs. Israel W. Clark and Isaac Diamond came liere 
in 1838, with a large force of men, and began makiny im- 
provements. The old saw-mill race was enlarged and length- 
ened, nnd a, nevr saw-mill and a grist-mill hnilt. The saw- 
mill occupied the site of the present one, below the grist- 
mill, and the latter is yet standing, now the property of 
I'jzra Boslwick. It has been refitted and improved in the 
interior, while the frame remains the same.* The saw-mill 
built by the company was burned down. Their master 
builder was Jojin W. Norton, from Rochester, N. Y., who 
remained in the village. His death occurred in the fidl of 
1878, from the effects of injuries received from a runaway 

Mr. Clark, after getting his improvements well under 
way, went to New York for his family, leaving John N. 
Stickney, then in the company's employ as clerk, in charge 
of affairs. Mi'. Clark returned with his family from New 
York City in the spring of 1830, and has remaioed here 

The company had brought on a considerable stock of 
goods for the use of their men, and after they were dis- 
posed of Mr. Stifkney established a store on his own ac- 
count, the building he occupied standing very nearly on 
the present site of Henry Seymour's brick store, on the 
east aide of Broadway. Stickney afterward returned to 
the Jjiast. Ho is now at Kockville, Conn., editing the 
ToUaiid Cuutifff Jvmiial. 

The store of Mr. Stickney was the Brst one of any note 
iu^tho village. A man named Hiram Mai'sh,f who settled 
here as early, probably, as 1835, owned a small store. The 
one owned by " the company" stood on the northeast cor- 
ner of Broadway and High Streets, opposite the "Union 
City House." It was a heavy, hewed I'rame building, and 
its upper floor was used foi' school- room, meeting-house, 
court-room, and every purpose which a public room was 
needed for at that time. The supply of good money in 
time became somewhat limited, and a general system of 
bartering was conducted at the store, which place came to 
be known as the " Subtreasury," by which name it is yet 
fiimiliarlj remembered. 

Josiah Judd, from Cortland, N. Y., settled in Union 
City in the month of May, 1838, with his wife, two sons, 
and one daughter. Tliey had stopped a short time in Bur- 
lington, until they could finish a house in Union City 
which had been framed. The elder son, Ira J. Judd, was 
married and brought his wife with him. He died in Sep- 
tember following their arrival. The younger son, Le Roy, 



was then but eighteen years of age. The family lived in 
the village until 1353, and then moved to the place now 
occupied by L. R. Judd, half a mile east, at the turn of 
the Coldwatcr road. Here the latter has since resided. 
His mother died many years ago, and his father's death 
occurred in February, 1865. They moved upon this place 
in July, 1858. 

John D. Zimmerman, from Fairfield Co., Conn., came to 
Union City in the early spring of 1838, bringing with him 
a set of blacksmith's tools. Isaac M. Diamond, Mr. Clark's 
partner, had promised that a shop should be all ready for 
him upon his arrival, but the only eligible building he found 
ou reaching here was the deserted log shanty which had 
been erected on the flat by Isaiah W. Bennett. In this he 
began work, and had all the custom of the company, with 
whatever outside business that happened to come in, After 
two months' stay he went after his family, returning with 
them in the following September. In the spring of 1839 
he built a shop of his own. 

Mr. Zimmerman, in common with all the early settlers 
of the village, was imbued with a hatred of slavery and its 
attendant disgraceful features, llnion City was one of the 
many stations on the famous " underground railroad," and 
Mr. Zimmerman was a self- constituted station -master, for 
more than one refugee from the " land of chivalry" escaped 
through his instrumentality. The spirit of the New Eng- 
lander rebelled against an unholy traflic in human flesh and 
blood, and even though the Fugitive Slave Law was in full 
force, many a descendant of Revolutionary heroes set it at 
defiance by aiding in every possible way the escape of the 
unfortunate from bondage. 

Daring the year 1839 a mulatto named William Smith, 
from the banks of the Pedee River, in North Carolina, came 
to Union Cily ; and, being a blacksmith by trade, was hired 
by and worked in the shop with Mr. Zimmerman. The 
owner of the plantation he had lefi was his own father. 
The latter, thinking very much of him, had given him fi'ee- 
papeiB and sent him North. He finally came to Union 
City, and in 18-±2 his son, Andrew, who had escaped by 
having his own name substituted in the free-papers of his 
father, also appeared upon the scene, with two or three 
others The man who had helped him get away was a 
neighbor to his master, and had been made to pay the price 
of the runaway to his irate owner. The man came North 
to claim his prupeTly and take him back, and was eulcr- 
taincd for several days at Mr. Zimmerman's, for all of 
which kindness he never paid a cent. Ho left sAir a vain 
attempt to induce Andrew to go back with him ; and the 
latter was then sent to Canada, where he remained fill the 
atmosphere was more quiet, when he came back. The 
pompous slave-holder was armed with revolvers and a huge 
bowio knife, and took great pains to exhibit them oflen ; 
but was too shrewd to attempt to frighten anybody with 
them in the land where already the iron heel was becoming 
uneasy to set itself with crushing force on the neck of 
slavery. Yet it may bo imagined how great was his dis- 
appointment at the necessity of returning empty-handed. 

Mr. Zimmerman in recent years prepared a long article 
on this subject for insertion in the village pajif 

unable to complete it, and it never was, put 

^ ' I rosiod By 
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foregoing account contains the main fads in the case, and 
evinces the pluck and deterniinatioo of not only Mr. Zim- 
merman but all who were ever interested earnestly in simi- 
lar schemes. Mr. Zimmerman is still a resident of the 
village. 

Joseph C. Leonard, from the town of Smyrna, Chenango 
Co., N. Y., came to Michigan in June, 18+2. From De- 
troit to Ann Arbor his trip was by rail ; thence to Marshal! 
by Btaf^, from which latter place he walked to Athens, or 
Dry Prairie, where a cousin of his w;is Uvinf;. Athens 
seemed to be an unknown locality to the farmers along the 
road, and the few that had heard of it imagined it to be a 
great distance away. But when asked tlie whereabouts of 
Dry I'rairie (in Athens township, Calhoun Co.) they knew 
instantly. Soon after reaching the Prairie, Mi'. Leonard 
came over to Union City to visit some friends from the 
neighborhood of his old home. He finally concluded to 
stay here, purchased the lot upon which ho now lives, 
cleared it up, and has lived upon it ever since. 

Mr. Leonard has held numerous positions of importance 
in the village and township, and was twice postmaster, his 
commission being the second one sent to this place. 

Homer C. Kurd, brother to Dr. W. P. Hurd, of Union 
City, visited this region in 1832, The nest year he en- 
tered a quantity of government land in the adjoining town- 
ship of Buriington, and received his patent therefor in 
1834, in the spring of which year he settled. Justus 
Goodwin was then making preparations to build his saw- 
mill at the village. Mr. Hurd is now deceased, and his 
widow has moved from her farm to a lot near the residence 
of Dr. W. P. Hurd. She came very cariy to Michigan 
with her father, Thomas McGee, from the shore of Lake 
George, in Warren Co., N. Y., settling in what is now the 
township of Concord, Jackson Co. 

Deacon Chester Hammond, also from the town of Smyrna, 
Chenango Co., N. Y,, came to Union City in T83G, and 
became lately interested in the affairs of the place. His 
son, Charles G. Hammond, has already been mentioned. 
The latlor is now a prominent citizen of Chicago, 111. 
Another son, Henry L. Hammond, who taught the second 
winter school in the village, became a noted divine, and the 
family was one of the most influential ones which found a 
home in this locality. 

Solomon Parsons, who had been here in the spring of 
183(5, settled with his wife in the fall of the same year. 

Carpenter Chaffee, a blacksmith by trade, located early 
in the sHl^g of 1836, and during the same season Chai4es 
A. Lincoln helped him build a shop which was one of the 
first frame structures in the place. 

Curtis S. Youngs, who settled in 1837, coming from 
Chenango Co., N. Y., in company with the families of 
Caleb Lincoln and Darius Buell (Mr. Buell having come 
in 183C), was here in 1836, and built a two-story planked 
house, into which his own family and that of Mr. Lincoln 
moved upon their arrival the next year. This house was 
on the north side of Hammond Street, east of Broadway, 
and east of the present marble-shop. Mr. Buell's family 
moved into the log house he had built, which stood in 
what is now the middle of Broadway, west of the Congre- 
gational church. He' afterwards built the house opposite, 



in which his wjdow now resides. Mr, Lincoln, as has been 
stated, soon moved upon his farm. 

The few cows owned' in the village in 1837 were " free 
commoners," and at night were wont to congregate around 
the house of Mr. Youngs, which had the eSijct of disturb- 
ing the slumbers of his family. If the cows were driven 
away they took up a " bee-line" for Darius Buell's house, 
and would lie there the balance of the night, and conse- 
quently these two families had nightly benefits from the 
horned prowlers. 

Charles A. Lincoln had a couple of pigs in a pen, and 
one night he was aroused from sleep by a terrific squeal from 
one of them. Springing from bed and putting liis head 
out of the window, he was just in time to see a huge wolf 
lift one of the pigs from the pen and trot off with it toward 
the west. Thus the supply of pork in that immediate 
neighborhood was lessened one-half. 

In the days of the early settlement of {his place wild 
strawberries grew in great profusion in the openings north 
of the river, and, while their season lasted, supplied the in- 
habitants with at least one luxury. The woods south of the 
river contained great numbers of the sugar-maple, and each 
spring witnessed numerous settlers wending their way into 
the forest, guided by lines of blazed trees, for the purpose 
of making maple-sugar. Mr. Youngs and Mr. Buell made 
theirs together, and excellent sugar it was, too. The town- 
ship is still noted for the amount of maple-sugar it produces. 
In the year 1874 Union manufactured over 30,000 pounds, 
or nearly one-half the entire amount made in the county, 

Mr. Youngs served one term as register of deeds for 
Branch County. 

PHYSICIANS. 

In the year 1834, Dr. Theodore C. Hurd, from Genesee 
Co., N. Y., purchased a farm in Burlington, Calhoun Co., 
and settled upon it in 1837. He had come first with 
his brother. Homer C. Hurd, who has been previously men- 
tioned. The doctor moved into Union City afterwards, 
and died here in 1845. Previous to 1810 he was the only 
practicing physician in this vicinity. In the latter year his 
brother, William P. Hurd, also a physician, and still a 
prominent citizen of the place, located here and began prac- 
ticing. These two had a lai^ ride, especially in the fall of 
the year, when there was much sickness. Another brother, 
Henry S. Hurd, came here in 1838, and after some time 
spent in reading medicine he retunied to New York and 
attended lectures, subsequently settling at Homer, Calhoun 
Co., Mich. In the spring of 1846, after the death of Dr. 
T. C. Hurd, Henry removed to Union City, whore he lived 
and practiced until 1854, in which year he went to Gales- 
burg, Knox Co., III., where ho still resides and enjoys an 
extensive practice. His wife is a daughter of Chester 
Hammond, and, as mentioned, taught an early summer 
school in Union City. Henry M. Hurd, M.D., a son of 
Theodore C. Hurd, is the present superintendent of the 
Eastern Asylum for the Insane, at Pontiao. For eight 
years previous to taking that position he was one of the 
physicians at the Kalamaaoo Asylum. 

One Dr. D. Wilson lived and practiced here one season, 
— 1810 — and is now in the south part of the county. Dr. 
W. P. Hurd was one of the five original ^em 
los-odriyViC 
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" Brauch County Medical Souiuty," organized iu the wiuter 
of 1841^2, and after some years allowed to lose its identity. 
Dr. H. P. Ewers came here in 1854 from ODOodaga Co., 
N. Y., and has been engaged in practice in this locality 
since. His hrother, C, E. Ewers, came in 1855, and these 
two gentlemen comprise the well-known drug firm which 
has been so long in business here. 

Dr. W. P. Hurd has not practiced since the close of the 
Rebellion (1865). Numerous physicians of the botanic and 
other schools have been located in the village at different 
times, and those now in practice here are Drs. H. F. Ewers 

J. W. Wellman, Fitzgerald, Hale, — Brom- 

filed (eclectic), F. Baker (homeopathic), Claflin, and 

E. H. Burd, the latter a nephew of Dr. W. P. Hurd. 

LAWYERS. 

The first member of the legal fraternity who settled here 
was Justus Goodwin, who became a man of much promi- 
nence in both the county and State, and but for several 
serious faults might have been honored even more. It is 
not in the province of tlib work to speak disparagingly of any 
man, and those who best knew him can discuss his merits 
or demerits as they choose. As the founder of Union City 
he is at least eniitled to a considerable share of credit. 

Charles 0. Hammond (now Col. Hammond, of Chicago) 
was the second lawyer who made his domicile in Union 
City, and to him is due more credit, perhaps, for estab- 
lishing the town and furthering its enterprises than to 
any other man. He purchased the village site in January, 
1836. 

Justin Lawyer, a barrister by name as well as by pro- 
fession, had an office early where the barber-shop now is, 
between the "Union City Hoiiso" and the drug-store of 
the Messrs. Kwers. About 1863 he went from here to Cali- 
fornia, returning subsequently to Coldwater, where he is at 
present residing. 

The lawyers now in practice in the village are George 
Styles, George E. Smith, Marc A. Merrifield, and W, E. 
Ware. Of these the first named is a native of " Merrio 
England." 

UHION CITY POST-OFFICE, 

A post-office was established at this place in December, 
1834, and named Goodwinsville, by which title the village 
was then known. The first postmaster was Justus Good- 
win, under whom Chester Hammond, Corydon P. Benton, 
and Joseph C. Leonard acted at different times as deputies. 
Mr. Benton was subsequently elected county cierk, and re- 
moved to Coldwater, Mr. Leonard was Goodwin's suc- 
cessor, his commission having been sent in 1845 or 46. He 
held the office until 1849, when H. H. Smith was ap- 
pointed. Melvin L. Young was also a deputy at one time, 
Mr. Smith's successor was probably Jasou L. Lee, who in 
turn was succeeded by Dr. Smith Rogers. i^Ir, Leonard 
was a second time appointed (to succeed Rogursj, and held 
the office until the beginning of Lincoln's administration, 
when Edwin Perry, Esq., received the appointment. The 
next incumbent was Jerome Bowen, and the eighth and last 
Mortimer Vosburgh, who is still in office. 

The first mail contractor was Henry Blazer, father of 
Jacob M. and Peter Blazer, and one of the first settlers in 
27 



the township outside of the village. A good story is told 
relating to the time when the office was first established, and 
during Goodwin's term as postmaster, 

A certain person named John Palmer was going to Cold- 
water, and Goodwin gave him a pair of saddle-bags, and told 
him to bring back any mail which might be there for Good- 
winsville. The trip to Coldwater was made in safety, the mail 
secured, and the journey back begun. Somewhere in the 
neighborhood of what is now Orangeviile or " Hodunk," Pal- 
mer became aware that he was lost, and as twJHght was deep- 
ening into darkness he concluded not to go farther till morn- 
ing. He was quite a musician in his way, and never went 
onany trip without hisfaithful violin. Therefore, turning his 
pony loose, leaving the saddie-bags and radl upon him, he 
sat down on a log, tuned up hia fiddle, and woke the forest 
echoes with strdns of music that must have delighted the 
wild animals which there abounded. His tireless arm 
wielded the bow, while his voice kept company, and not till 
the " streakings of the morning light" tinged the Eastern 
sky and showed him his position did he cease his efforts. 
With dawn came a knowledge of his location ; but the pony 
and saddle-bags were nowhere in sight, nor within hearing 
distance. Placing his fiddle under his arm he started for 
home, and in due time arrived at the bank of the St. Joseph, 
about where the south end of the bridge in Union City now 
is. His story was soon told, and Goodwin and another man 
started aftor the missing pony and the saddle-bags, which 
were finally found in different places late in the afternoon. 
Palmer seemed not very anxious about the mail, for he said 
ihere was " only one letter, and that was a dunning letter 
for Jack Bennett!" No members of Bennett's or Good- 
win's fiimilies are now living here. 

The first frame house in Union City was the dwelling of 
Justus Goodwin, which has been described. Carpenter 
Chaffee's blacksmith-shop was one of the first frame struc- 
tures in the place, but the most important among the early 
ones was the "Union City House." The residence of 
Curtis S. Youngs was built about the same time. The 
■' Union City House" was erected iu 1836 by the proprie- 
tors of the village.* In August 1837 Israel W Clark 
and his wite tame tj Union City on a short visit and 
stopped overnij,ht it this hotel whiih was at that time 
kept ly Isaiah W Bennett The buildin^ was tot yet 
finiihed the utet d is wer., hun„ but the partitions ai d 
i( ner do rs w re all of cotton cloth wind ilthounh but 
ineflettudl barriers a,nsweri,d xll the |urp ^es required ind 
travelers were as 'wfe behind them as thDu^h the partition 
walls weie of sol d masonary Israel W Clark was not on 
f the company when this was built 

In March ISW previous to the time Bet nett was keep 
in,, the h tel it was in cha^e of Chester Hammond f 
The first rej,ular hndlord of this ho 1*4, — or the first t stay 
m It dny r at length f time— wis Thom s L Acker who 
was a well known h tel Leepei of those days D iring the 
day^i t the fim ui steamboat exc tement its landlord wis 
a man named M rton who changed its name to The 
St«ambcat Hotel A hrge four-sided sign bearing those 
words WIS set ujon i pole in the middle of the street in 

»Inf Biflf nb^rharleaA L d pin "bo heli^VbitW^,-^ I /> 
tiDl mat nbyM Hu.ncr I ifW^ ' 'V^lVJO^IL 
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front of the building, wliere it stood for a number of years. 
Kzra Wilder afterwards kept it for a time. The present 
proprietor is Stephen Paddock. The long addition in the 
rear of the main building was erected bj John J. Free- 
myre and the upper part was long used as a hall. It has 
since been partitioned off into rooms, and the sound of 
music and the tripping of merry feet are heard in it no 

On the corner, one block oorth of the " Union City 
House" (southwest comer of Broadway and Ellen Streets), 
a frame hotel was built in 1842 by Thomas L. Acker, who 
has been mentioned as the first regular landlord of the 
" Union City House." It was but a small building, and 
went by the names of '■ Acker House," " Cottage House," 
etc. It is at present in use as a dwelling, and has been 
removed to the western part of the village. Mr. Acker 
was afterwards engaged in tavern- keeping both in Marshall 
and Kalamazoo. 

The hotel now known as the " Titlow House" was built 
in 1845 by Jacob Blazer and Silas Marble, for use as 
stores. A store and a meat-mai'ket were long located in it. 
In 1867 the building was purchased by J. 8. Rowell, who 
converted it into a hotel. He at present occupies the base- 
ment. After some time ho sold the property U> Isaac 
Maltby, of Sherwood. The present proprietors, Messrs. 
Titlow Brothers, have owned it seven years. The build- 
ing is a large frame structure, located on the corner south 
of the " Union City House." 

J. S. Howell, who established the building as a hotel, 
came to the township of Sherwood in 1845, with his father, 
Jared M. Rowell, from Naples, Ontario Co., N. Y. The 
elder Rowell was a veteran of the war of 1812, and for 
many years postmaster of Sherwood. He died Jan, 13, 
1874, at an advanced age. 

The " Johnson House," located near the railway station, 
in the southern part of the village, has been erected within 
recent years, — since the completion of the railroad, — and 
from the fact that it is a new building is the best in town 
for hotel purposes, although its custom is perhaps not as 
great as ii' it were nearer to the business of the place. Its 
location is a pleasant one. 

John J. Freemyre, for some time the proprietor of the 
" Union City House," is now a resident of Cass County. 

Numerous internal improvements were projected during 
the infancy of Michigan as a State, and all were to be made 
at enormous cost. As the population was very meagre it 
became necessary to stop such legislation or sacrifice every 
acre of public lands, for otherwise the people would have 
been placed hopelessly in debt, and immigration must have 
ceased. The scheme of a ship-canal across the southern 
peninsula was long a matter of discussion, and various 
routes were surveyed. One of the projects early enter- 
tained was that of the "improvement of the St. Joseph 
River to Union City, and a canal by the way of Homer, 
and across the counties of Jackson and Washtenaw to the 
Huron, at Dexter." Under the direction of the Committee 
of Internal Improvements of the State of Michigan, Charles 
F. Smith, in the summer of 1838, made a survey of the 
river, from which it appears (see his report, page 262, 
Senat* Documents, 1838) that at Branch County, in town 



7 west, a distance by the river of one hundred and sixty 
miles,— forty- three of which were through the State of In- 
diana,— the elevation is two hundred and eighty-five feet. 
The survey to determine the feasibility of a canal to Homer, 
and the use of the Kalamazoo River and lakes in that vicin- 
ity as feeders, in a distance of twenty miles of further 
ascent, was made, making the Katamaaoo and lakes near 
Homer, in Calhoun County, three hundred and seventy-five 
feet above the level of Lake Mieh^an, which is fifteen feet 
higher than Lake Eric. 

" Mr. Cyrus Holmes, a gentleman of this party, ran for 
the citizens of Jackson and vicinity a line to the Huron, 
from Homci', and favorable report mas made without a cut 
of more than twenty feet. The report of that portion of 
the suivey we fail to find in the archives of the State, but 
from the surveys as shown since for railroads we have no 
doubt that the report is correct, and that the summit on 
that route is about three hundred and ninety feet, instead 
of four hundred and ninety feet, as given by railroad sur- 
veys."* 

At Union City, then, was declared to be the " head of 
navigation on the St. Joseph river," and the inhabitants for 
a time were nearly delirious with excitement over their 
prospects, especially as an appropriation of $50,000 was 
made for clearing away obstructions and improving naviga- 
tion in the stream, $10,000 of which were actually ex- 
pended at this place, being the proceeds of the sale of a 
certain amount of public lands. Justus Groodwin was the 
agent appointed to oversee the work and attend to the ex- 
penditure of the funds. So confident were the people that 
their pet scheme was to be realized, that Deacon Chester 
Hammond, on the 7th of March, 1838, laid out a large 
addition on the west side of the village. The route of the 
proposed canal is shown on the recorded plat, together with 
a " steamboat basin." The following title explains itself; 
" A map of Hammond's addition to Union City, at the 
head of steamboat navigation and proposed junction of 
Erie Canal with St. Joseph's River, Branch Co., Mich. I" 
Portions of this addition have since been vacated by order 



it Court, and others have since been made by 
Moseley, and Vosburgh. 
of excitement over the contemplated canal 
ssly over, and for a time the subject was al- 
:■ Other influences were quietly at work, 
a new plan for increasing the prosperity of the 
In the vicinity of the place 
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rolled harm 
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however, am 
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considerable quantities of " bog" and " kidney" iron ore 
were found, and the townships of Girard and Butler were 
even, richer in the deposit. Therefore a blast furnace should 
be construcl«d which should accomplish the salvation of 
the city of the St. Joseph. The " Union City Iron Com- 
pany" was formed, having among its stockholders Deacon 
Chester Hammond, Theodore C. Kurd, M.D., Charles G. 
Hammond, Darius Buell, Col. Thomas Moseiey, and others/f 
A. M. Hurd was the company's agent, and the stockholders 
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were all residents of this tooality. The furnace was built 
in 1846, and iu the month of May, 184:7, it ia stated that 
the first pig-iron ever made in MiohigaD wais manufactured 
here. Col. Moseloj afterwards became sole proprietor of the 
furnace, and was one of the most prominent business men in 
the place for maiiy years. His remains lie in the Riverside 



The old furnace continued in operation a number of years, 
during the last seven of which Silas H. Nye was its man- 
ager. Mr. Nye ia a native of a locality near Painesville, 0., 
and learned the trade of a moulder at Brownton, Lorain 
Co., working afterwards at Cleveland, when twenty-one 
years of age. In 1847, when twenty-two, he came to 
Union City, and worked from their start in business with 
the Union City Iron Company. He finally purchased Ihe 
property and continued the manufacture of plows, which 
had been b^un under his maniigement, the furnace not 
having proved the great source of profit its projectors had 
calculated New buildings have been erected, and the ca- 
pacity of the works greatly enlarged. The present firm is 
known as the " Nye Manufacturing Company," and has a 
capital stock of $50,000, with a paid-up capita! of $26,000. 
FroTa twenty to thirty men are employed, the prineipaJ 
article manufactured being the Nye chilled plow. Some 
job-work and machine-work is also done. The officers of 
the company are Thomas B. Buell, President ; H. P. 
Ewers, M,D,, Vice-President ; George W. Buell, Secretary ; 
S. H. Nye, Treasurer. The manufactory is located on the 
"flat" at the site of Goodwin's old saw-mill, which build- 
ing now does duty as a machinery-room. The manufac- 
tures of this firm are first class, and many years' experience 
has won a wide reputation for them, of which the com- 
pany is justly proud. 

Union City had an equal chance with other places for 
securing both the Michigan Southern and Michigan Cen- 
tral Railways ; but the ideas of the people were yet flied 
on a canal, and nothing else would satisfy them. When, 
however, the two railroads mentioned passed, one to the 
south and the other to the north of them, and Coldwater 
and Marshall and Battle Creek became of such importance 
among the cities of the State, the citizens of Union City 
realized their mistake. The old hobby of a canal and 
steamboat navigation was not lost sight of, and in the 
neighborhood of the year 1850 it was proposed to at least 
utilize the river, and a company was formed, with a capital 
of $3000, for the purpose of building a steamer. The 
boat was completed at this place, ready for the machinery. 
She was 95 feet keel, 10 feet breadth of beam, and on the 
day she was launched pushed ofi' with 156 persons on 
board, drawing with that load but 13 inches of water. 
They poled her down to the bend, half a mile or more, and 
back again. It is estimated that the draught would be 
but 15 inches with a full load after the machinery was in 
place. The mode! was excellent, and much credit was 
reflected upon the builder. The boat was floated down to 
Mishawaka, Ind., and there received her machinery, the 
boiler having been procured at Cleveland, Ohio. For some 
time she plied as far up as Three Rivers, never returning 
to Union City. She was finally capsized and sunk, caused 
by her stern swinging around and striking a bridge. One 



person^the captain — was drowned, and others escaped but 
narrowly. This ended the navigation of the upper St. 
Joseph. Among the stockholders of the company that 
built the boat were Darius Buell, Ezra Wilder, Curtis S. 
Youngs, Sylvester Strong, Chester Hammond, and Dr. 
Theodore C. Kurd. 

The Michigan Air-Line Railway was finally constructed, 
and from the time its route was definitely settled the vil- 
lage has grown and prospered. Mixed trains were run 
over the road in the fall of 1870, and the nest season it 
had put on regular trains, and a new era had dawned upon 
the region it passes through. Its route is said to be nearly 
identical with one surveyed many years previous for the 
Michigan Centml Railway, which now owns and controls 
this road. 



i sent to the Board of 



OF VILLAGE, ETC, 

In the tall of 1865 the following petition, signed by 
numerous citizens of the place, 
Supervisors of Branch County : 



" 7'u the H-maiablt H;a,d of S«pp.n 
Michigan: The undereigned citlwDB 
would renpectfull J petition your hono 
City, Bti prescribed b; law, tabiDg i: 
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west parallel with the county Line three-fourths of one mile; thence 
north parallel with the qunrter rine to the county line; thence east 
to the quarter line rrom the plaae of starting." 

The territory included contained a population of 545, 
and in pursuance of an act entitled " An Act to provide 
for the Incorporation of Villages," approved Feb. 17, 1857, 
the petition was granted by the board and the place incor- 
porated under the name of '■ The Village of Union City." 
The starting-point of the survey of the territory incorporated 
was at the quarter-post on the north line of section 4, town- 
ship 5 south, range 7 west. It was ordered by the board 
that George W. Buell, David B. Cooley, and James T. 
Leonard be appointed inspectors to hold the first corpo- 
ration election, at the town-hall in the village. This elec- 
tion was held Jan. 25, 1866, and choice made of the 
following officers, viz. : President, Isaac Jones ; Trustees, 
H. F. Ewers, J. D. Hathorn, J. W. Smith, Caleb Lin- 
coln, Anson Knowles, Richard Avery ; Assessors, E. Bar- 
ber, Hiram Crissey ; Clerk, George W. Buell ; Street 
Commissioners, S. B. Sims, C. E. Ewers, I. Roweil ; Treas- 
urer, C. A. Seymour. 

At the regular election, held March 6, 1866, the follow- 
ing officers were chosen : President, Silas H. Nye ; Trus- 
tees, J. C. Leonard, H. F. Ewers, A. P. West, A. B. 
Aiken, S. Parsons, Charles M. Whiting; Assessors, Ed- 
ward Barber, Hiram Crissey ; Street Commissioners, Sin- 
dall Morrell, Asa Hawley, J. M, Roweil ; Treasurer, Jaa. 
T. Leonard ; Clerk, Chauncey W. Saunders ; Fire- Wardens, 
C. E. Ewors, G, W. Buell, Richard Carpenter ; Pound- 
master, Sindall Morrell. 

1867.— President, Silas H. Nye; Trustees, A. P. West, 
H. F. Ewers, Joseph C. Leonard, A. B. Aiken, Charles M. 
Whiting, Solomon Parsons. 

1 868.— President, H. F. Ewers ; Trustees, Silas H Nye, 
Hiram Crissey, Edwin Perry, A. B. Aiken, S-§. Wample,, . 
George W. Buell, ' "' ' 
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1869.— President, Solomon Parsons; Trustees, William 
Kennebroofc, David Uifford, Charles Whiting, David 
Church, Silas Luaic, Lawrence Eheuliottotii. 

The village was granted a nevf charter by the Legislature 
March 23, 1869. The territory incorporated included thi, 
west half of section 4 and east half of section 5, town 5 
south, range 7 west. At a special election under the new 
charter, held April 13, 1869, the following officers were 
chosen, viz. ; President, Ezra Bostwick : Trustees (tw 
jears), John B. Tucker, Joseph C. Iveonard, William 
Kennebrook (one year), Charles M. Whiting, David Gif 
ford, Solomon Parsons. The newly-elected board met 
April 20, and appointed James T. Leonard, Clerk Ch^un 
cey W. Saunders, Marshal ; James Antisdale, A'S'ie'fsor 
Sindall Morrell, Street Commissioner and Poundmastei 
The presidents and trustees of the village, since 1869 have 
been the following, but tliree trustees being elected earh 
year, and those for the term of two years : 

1870.— President, Ezra Bostwick; Trustees, David R 
Cooley, Silas H. Nye, Edward Barher i 

1871. — President, Henry F, Ewers, M.D. ; Trustees 
George E. Aiken, Ames P. West, Lawrence Rheahottom 
The latter removed from the village in the fall of 1870 
and Joseph C. Leonard was appointed in his place 

1873.— President, M. A. Merrifield ; Trustees (^two 
years), Martin F. Buelt, Samuel M. Chase, Morris Zim- 
merman (one year, to till vacancy), James T. Leonard. 

lS73.^President, Ezra Bostwick ; Trustees, A. P. 
West, Edwin L. Lee, H. P. Skinner. 

1874. — President, Ezra Bostwick; Trustees, Morris 
Zimraermaii, M. F. Btiell, S. M. Chase. 

1875. — President, Ezra Bostwick; Trustees, Amos P. 
West, Henry F. Ewers, Edwin L. Lee. 

1876. — President, Silas H. Nye ; Trustees, Isaac Tower, 
Martin P. Buell, Silas H. Lynn. 

1877.— President, Silas H. Nye; Trustees, Stephen A. 
Warren, Joseph Spencer, H. F. Ewers, 

1878.— President, Charles W. Crocker ; Trustees, Frank 
C. Rheubottom, Hiram H. Chase, Asa Hawley ; Clerk, D. 
J. Easton; Treasurer, Henry T. Carpenter; Attorney, M. 
A. Merrifield ; Marshal, Dwight E. Youngs ; Fire-War- 
dens, Judson W. Buell, Heher S. Crissey. 

FIRE COMPANY. 

Union City has suffered severely upon several occasioiis 
from the ravages of the fire fiend, much valuable property 
having been destroyed. After considerable preliminary 
manoeuvering, an appropriation of $1500 was voted by the 
town council on the 28th of May, 1872, for the purpose 
of procuring a hand fire-engine. In the following month 
one was purchased of Messrs. Eumsey & Co., of Seneca 
Falls, N. Y., together with 500 feet of rubber hose, neces- 
sary hose-couplinga, and a hose-cart, the latter costing 
$150. The engine arrived in July, and was named " The 
St. Joseph." Several capacious cisterns had previously 
been constructed for use in eases of emergency. The total 
cost of the engine and its appurtenances was $1489. 

A fire company was oi^anized Feb. 4, 1873, composed 
of 43 persons. Its officers were M. F. Rowe, Foreman ; 
George W. Hinkle, Assistant Foreman; E. B. Wheeler, 



Secretarj F. C. Rheubottom, Treasurer ; Henry Seymour, 
Pipeman R. F. McCoy, Steward. A hose company was also 
formed and the two were uniformed in June, 1873. In Sep- 
tember lb74, 300 feet of new rubber hose were purchased. 

A new fire company, with 33 members, was oi^anized 
in January 1875, and called the "St. Joseph Fire Com- 
puiy of Union City." In 1876, a lot was purchased of 
Mrs A P We?t, and an engine-house built thereon at a 
cost Df 8'*I50. A reorganization of the company was 
<.ftL(,ted F b. 13, 1877, when the lis! of members was in- 
creised to 49 The engine house is located on High Street, 
east of Broadway and is a substantial two story brick 
buildin„ It I" surmounled by a small belfry, in which t 
tri ingie his been hung in lieu < f a bell The danger from 
fire in the business p rtion of the \iilage his teen greatly 
lessened bj the erection of brick buildings 

The newspapers of the vilhge have been the Uiuon 
Ci'ff ladepetulent Union (\ty Register and Agenh Pass 
poit (with several other names subsequently] Of these, 
the only one now in existence is the Uhinn Oity Register, 
published by Maj D J Easton, formerly of the Sturgu 
J juiiial and OoNn. ifei RepMican which latter he estab 
hh-hei in ISbb Mtrc partituUr mention of these papers 
will be found in a general chapter on the press of this 

THE UNION CITY CORNET BAND 

was organized early in 1878, under the leadership of Wm. 
H. Barsby, who is still its teacher, and under whom the 
band is making rapid advancement in the musical arena. 
It consisla of twenty-one pieces, and the members have a 
very neat and tasty uniform. 

The township owns an excellent library, the volumes of 
which are for free circulation among its residents. It is 
located at the music-store of Mr. Gulliford, in Union City. 

The present iron bridge across the St. Joseph River, on 
Broadway, was built in the fall of 1878, by the King Iron 
Bridge Company, of Cleveland, Ohio. The total cost, 
including mason-work, was about $2000. Its length is 
one hundred and four feet, width, twenty-one feet ; and it 
has two sidewalks. Before this bridge was built the one in 
use was a double-span wooden-truss bridge, which had stood 
about eight years. 

THE UNION CITY NATIONAL BANK 

was organized in April, 1871, with a capital of $50,000, 
Its first officers wore David R. Cooley, President ; Wm. P. 
Hurd, Vice-President (and acting President) ; Ira W. Nash, 
Cashier, The present officera are William P. Hurd, Presi- 
dent; Ezra Bostwick, Vice-President; Charles T. Allen, 
Cashier. During the period from 1872 to 1875 this bank 
put up a surplus of $10,000, aside from paying annual 
dividends of ten per cent. Its capital is the same as when 
oi^anized. Interest has always been paid on deposits. The 
directors are William P. Hurd, Ezra Bostwick, Israel W. 
Clark, Isaac Tower, Alexander C. McCreary, John B, Ham- 
mond, and Samuel P, Williams, 

THE farmers' national BANK OF UNION CITY 



was organized Oct. 12, 1877, with a capitial.<»f 850,001 
the same as at present. Its first officer8|^l^p(sy^(iS 



m 



HISTORY OF BRANCH COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 



positions were Tliomas B. Buell, President ; H. F. Ewers, 
M.D., Vice-President ; H. T, Carpenter, Cashier. The board 
of directors consists of Thomas B.BueiI,H. P. Ewers, H. L. 
Bisbee, Homer Ramsdell, and I>. K. Crawe. Before cither 
of these banks was established a general eschanpie business 
was conducted by Messrs. Buell, Bowen & Co. 

THE UNION AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 

was oi^anized in 1867, consisting of the following ten per- 
sons as stockholders : Samuel Howe, Franklin Burnett, Wm. 
Kennebrook, H. F. & C. K. Ewers (as firm), Amos P. 
West, Thomas B, Buell, Ezra Bostwick, a. W. Bueil, J. J. 
Freemjre, and A. C. Moseley. Twenty acres of land were 
purchased of Charles Wilkes, for the sum of 8:3000, and 
about the same sum was expended in preparinj^ a racing 
track, inclosing and fitting the grounds for use. With the 
single exception of the year 1878, from one (o three fairs 
have been held here annually. For the first five years the 
fairs were held by the society in the int«rest of the town- 
ships of Union and Sherwood, in Branch County, and 
Burlington and Athens, in Calhoun, and additional terri- 
tory was subsequently taken in. The society is not at 
present sustained, and the grounds are owned by Ezra 
Bostwick and Thomas B. Buell, who purchased them in 
1874, and rent them to parties desiring to hold fairs. 
Trotting exhibitions have principally been held here, and 
some of the finest coursers in this region have tested their 
speed upon the track at Union City. 

UNION LODOE NO l'^ F. AND A, M., 

was ot^anized under dispenvttion, Sept. 14, 1848. Its 
officers were: WorBhipfd MvsUr, Harfey P. Wood; Se- 
nior Warden, George b Nichols; Junior Warden, Marlin 
Burnett; Sec., H H Smith, Treas., Justin Lawyer. The 
latter gentleman, now of Coldwater, where he was long en- 
gaged in the banking business, is the only one of the above 
five officers now living. A. B. Aiken, a prominent member 
of the lodge, was eleoted Master twelve years in succession. 
He came here in the spring of 1846 with his father, John 
Aiken, from Vermilion, Erie Co., 0. His father and two 
sons (John and Spencer) were employed at the old furnace 
owned by the " Union City Iron Company." M. L. Youngs, 
a member of the old lodge, has been (since about 1858) 
Grand Lecturer of the State of Wisconsin. Kdwin Perry, 
Esq., came here in 1851, from Concord, Jaekson Co., Mich., 
and through his influence the lodge was placed upon a firm 
footing and brought to a condition of prosperity. Mr. Perry 
was seven times elected Master. In 1855 he was chosen 
Sergeant-at- Arras of the State Legislature, and representative 
in 1857 and 1859. In 1862 he received the appointment 
of postmaster at Union City, and held the office about ten 

The present membership of the lodge is 125, and its 
officers are: Worshipful Master, C. B. Knight; Senior 
Warden, J. D. Black ; Junior Warden, George W. Buell ; 
Sec, Frank Caughey; Treas., E. Roe. 

UNION CITY CHAPTER, NO. 53, a. A. M., 

was organized under dispensation in 1867, with Edwin 
Perry as High-Priest. In 1868 a charter was received, 
mid Dr. H. F. Ewers chosen High-Priest, which position 



hold. The officers under the dis- 
pensation were : High-Priest, Edwin Perry ; King, Rodney 
Simons; Scribe, W. H. Kerr; Captain of Host, Albert 
Ferris ; P, S., A, B. Aikeo ; R. A. C, S. Rogers ; M. 3 V., 
Ira E. Hitchcock ; M. 2 V., 0. A. Cogswell ; M. I V., J. 
I>. Spoor. The present membership is 70, and the officers 
are: H. F. Ewers, High-I'riest ; R. Simons, King; George 
W, Buell, S.; M. A. Merrifield, C. of H. ; John Black, 
R. A, C. ; John R. Ix«, M. 3 V. ; U. K, McDonald, M. 2 
V. ; David Merreil, M. 1 V. ; Elmer Roe, Sec. ; A. P. 
West, Treas. ; Lewis Merrifield, Sentinel. 

UNION CITY COUNCIL, NO. 52, 

was organized in 1870. Its membership is something less 
than that of the chapter, and its principal officers are : 
Rodney Simons, T. L G. M. ; H. F. Ewers, D. I. G. M, ; 
A. B. Aiken, P. G. W. 



UNION CITY LODGE, t 



). 41, I. O. O, F., 



was organized in the winter of 1848-49. About 1853 the 
California gold-fever reached its masimuni here, and more 
than half the members of the lodge left to pick up their 
fortunes in the " diggings." This so crippled it that the 
charter was surrendered, and it was not until April 21, 
1871, that a new charter was received. The present mem- 
bership of the lodge is about 30, and its officers are F. C. 
Rheubottom, Noble Grand; D. T. Wilson, Vice-Grand ; 
H. R. Daniels, Permanent Sec. ; A. E. Ripley, Recording 
Sec. ; M. Vosburgh, Treas. and District Deputy. 

STAR ENCAMPMENT, NO. 51, I. 0. 0. P., 

was organized December 21, 1871, and has a present mem- 
bership of 21. Its first officers were Silas H. Nye, C. 
P. ; W. A. Moseley, H. P. ; P. D. Wilbur, 8. W. ; D. B. 
Morehead, Scribe ; N. B. Bnglc, Treas. ; Samuel Gar- 
man, J, W. The present officers are Silas H. Nye, C. P. ; 
D. B. Morehead, H. P. ; Mortimer Vosbui^h, S. W. ; F. 
C. Rheubottom, Scribe ; Joseph Failing, Treas. 

The rooms occupied by the Odd-Fellows are in the fine 
brick building known as the " Cooley Block," at the south- 
west corner of Broadway and Ellen Streets. The Masonic 
Hall is in the brick block on the opposite (east) side of the 
street. Both are very neatly fitted up. 

Union City contained, in February, 1879, about 25 
stores of various descriptions, several saloons, cigar-stores, 
meat-markets, livery-stables, and the usual complement of 
mechanic shops. Among her manufactures, aside from 
those mentioned, are those of lumber, bee-hives, carriages, 
wagons and sleighs, ete., all of greater or less extent. A 
lat^e steam grist-mill was built south of the river in 1873, 
by the " Union City Flour Company," composed of Elmer 
Roe, C. W. Crocker, and D. A. Huyck, the latter remain- 
ing in the firm but a short time. The building is a frame 
structure, containing four runs of stone. Merchant and 
custom business are both conducted, and five pereons con- 
stantly employed. The present proprietors are Hoe & 
Crocker. 

RIVERSIDE CEMETERY. 
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the boundary of the place, and lying on the St. Joseph 
River, and another acre was purchased from Eliza Wilder, 
in the adjoining township of Burlington, and the whole 
suryeyod in May, 1845, into 448 lots for burial purposes, 
by L. S. Hobart. The lota, avenues, and alleys were laid 
out on the rectangular plan. Long before this survey was 
made the ground had been used for cemetery purposes, the 
first burial being that of little Sally Gifibrd, the three-year 
old daughter of Isaac and Roxey Gifford, her death occur- 
ring July 11, 1838. Soloma, daughter of Carpenter Chaf- 
fee, died Dec. 3, 1838, and her brother William on the 
3d of January, 1839. 

In 1864 an additional lot of land was purchased by the 
township from Henry F. Ewers, Joseph C. Leonard, and 
Coi. Thomas Moseiey, and a new survey made. In malting 
the new plat, that part of the old cemetery which lay in 
Burlington was changed materially, having been but little 
used, while the portion in Union remains the same. The 
total amount of land now inclosed is about 7 acres, of 
which I acre is owned by the township of BurUngton, Cal- 
houn Co., that being the amount puvchnsed of Kzra Wilder 
in 1845 or previous. 

When the addition and new survey were wade, the name 
of " Riverside Cemetery" was given as most appropriate. 
Col. Moaeley died in 1865, and lies here, as do many of 
the pioneers of the town. A more fitting resting-place 
could not, perhaps, be found than this one in sight of the 
village they founded and built up, and the carved marble 
bears full many a name which awakens fond recollections 
of the past, when Union City was much greater on paper 
than in reality ; when the forest surrounding it had scarcely 
echoed the ring of the woodman's axe, and when the wild 
boasts were so plenty in the vicinity that the occupants of 
the few pens in the settlement were in constant danger. 
Peace to the ashes of the brave pioneers ! Their memory 
will long be cherished, for the days of their deeds of valor 
in subduing the wilderness are but shortly past. 

In compiling the foregoing article many of the older 
residents of the township and village have been consulted, 
and it is with much confidence in its accuracy that it is now 
submitted. Among, those who have opened the store- 
houses of their memory and gleaned tlierefrom ftcts and 
incidents here incorporated are Deacon Israel W, Clark and 
wife, William P. Hurd, M.D., H. S. Kurd, M.D,, and 
wife, of Galesbui^, III., Mrs. Homer C. Hurd, John D. 
Zimmerman, H. F. Ewers, M.D., Caleb Lincoln, Charles 
A. Lincoln, Curtis S. Youngs and wife, Edwin Perry, Esq., 
Joseph C. Leonard, Silas H. Nye, L. R. Judd, the pastors 
and various members of the churches, proprietors of manu- 
factories, members of difterent societies and orders, and 
many whose names are not recollected. To all are ten- 
dered sincere thanks. 

Aside from personal interviews, the records of the vil- 
lage, township, county, and State have been examined, and 
by reference to the " pedigree" of Union City, as here 
given, it will be seen that the facta derived from the county 
records are of a somewhat difierent nature than the general 
opinion of the origin of the villi^e of " Goodwinsvillo" and 
the subsequent stages passed through before Union City 
blossomed out in all its glory. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 



EZRA BOSTWTOK 
was born in Otiseo, Onondaga Co., N. Y., Feb. 27, 1826. 
He was the son of Oliver and Hannah Bostwiok, who had 
a family of eight children. The elder Bostwick was a 
native of New Milford, Conn. But little is known of his 
early history fiirther than that his parents were poor, and 
he thrown upon his own resources at an early a^e. Shortly 
after he attained his majority he married Miss Hannah 
Goodwin, emigrated to Onondaga County, and settled in 
Otiseo, where he resided unril his death, in 1866. He was 
possessed of more than ordinary amount of business ability, 
and was a man of infiexible integrity, and extremely ener- 
getic and industrious. In 1835 he came to Michigan 
and purchased two thousand acres of land in the town of 
Union. Ezra spent the early part of his life upon his 
father's farm, and, like many of the prominent and suc- 
cessful business men of to-day, received the rudiments of 
his education at the district school ; and although the edu- 
cational advantages of those early days were meagre, still 
he succeeded well, and subsequently entered an academy 
where he acquired a thorough education that well fitted 
him for his subsequent successful business career. After 
completing his education, he worked as a farm hand by the 
month until 1846, when he was mari'ied lo Miss Marietta 
McFarlin, of his native county, and came to Union, and 
settled upon his ftrm previously purchased. The land was 
entirely new and heavily timbered, and the construction of 
a Ikrm and a home was a task of no small magnitude. As 
showing what can be done by energy and industry, it can 
be said that he has improved over one thousand acres of 
new land, most of which is in the town of Union. 

Mr. Bostwick has been prominently identified with Union 
City and township, and has filled many positions of trust 
and responsibility, the duties of which he has discharged 
with fidelity, with honor to himself, and to the satisfac- 
tion of the public. In 1869 he was elected to the repre- 
sentative branch of the Legislature. Four years he repre- 
sented Union upon the Board of Supervisors, and for the 
same length of time has officiated as the president of the 

Mr. Bostwick is possessed of more than an ordinary 
amount of perseverance, industry, and ambition. He has 
conquered success, and it may be truly said of him that his 
entire career is one worthy of the emulation of young men. 
He has not only witnessed the transition of a thin settle- 
ment into a busy and populous community, of a semi- 
wilderness into a fertile and productive region, but in his 
own person has typified so admirably the agencies which 
wrought many of these changes, that no history of Union 
would be complete without some sketch of his life. 



H. FRANCIS EWERS, M.I), 
Branch County is noted for the proficiency and big 
standard of its medical men, and none occupy a more d( 
servedly popular position than Dr. H. F. Ewers, of Uni 
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during which titue he has be«n in the autlve praotiue uf his 
profession, has fully demonstrated his general worth, md 
assigned him a conspicuous place in the history of Union 
City. H. Francis Ewers, son of Henry Ewers, one of the 
prominent oitizens and pioneers of Onondaga Co., N Y , 
was bom in the (own of Manlius, Onondaga Co., Feb H, 
1830, second in a. family of three boys and two girls He 
received an aoademical education, and at the age of seven- 
teen entered the Sophomore class of Hamilton College, 
where he graduated with honors in 1850, receiving the 
degree of M.A. After his graduation he made a choice of 
his profession— that tif a phytiician— ami commenced the 
study of medicine with the late Dr. A. B, Shipinan, of 
Syracuse, one of the mcisi cnjinent surgeons of New York, 
with whom he remained four years. He then took a course 
of lectures at the Albany Medical Collie, graduating, 
however, at the Castlcton Medical College of Vermont. 
In 1854 ho came to Union City, where he immediately es- 
tablished himself in the praclico of his profession, in which 
he has been eminently successful. In 1857 he waa elected 
president of the Branch County Medical Society, a member 
of Southern Michigan Medical Association, and a perma- 
nent mcniber of the American National Medical Associa- 
tion. The doctor has been proniinently identified with 
Union City. He was one of the originatoi's and promi- 
nently connected with the construction of the Air-Line 
Uailroad. He has taken a deep interest in educational 
matters, and has been a member of the board of education 
since 1858. In 1855, in company with his brother, C. E. 
Ewers, he opened the first drug-store in Union City. In 
his reli^ous and political affiliations he is an Episcopalian 
and a Democrat. In January, 1858, he married Miss JjOtIa 
B. Wagoner, of Syracuse. He has two children, — Lotta 
E. and Lizzie A. Dr. Ewers is a gentleman well and favor- 
ably known, and one who is highly respected and esteemed. 
He possesses the necessary iiualifications of a physician 
other than knowledge, — geniality of disposiiion and firm- 
ness blended with kindness and compassion. In his do- 
mestic relations he is kind and aflfectionate, a ffood husband, 
father, and friend, and in every sense a worthy citizen. 



THOMAS B. BUKLL. 
The Buell family are of English extraction. Thomas 
BuclJ, the grandfather of our subject, was a native of New 
Hampshire. He was a farmer and miller by occupation, 
and had a femily of twelve children, — -ten boys and two 
girls. The eldest, Darius, was the father of Thomas B., and 
was born in New Hampshire in 1784. From New Hamp- 
shire the elder Buell removed to Lebanon, Madison Co., 
N. Y. Here Darius married, and shortly after removed to 
Sherburne, Chenango Co., N. Y., where he ^-esided until 
his death, in 1866. He was blessed with a family of fifteen 



(.hildrcn, thr^L of whom ^rew to maturity Thomaa B 
was the seventh, and w is born it Sherbumt, Chenango Co , 
N Y , m 1S15 At the agi, of tin ht went to ]i\e with a 
piternal uncle, a man of remaikable energv and thrift 
Thomas early imbibed much of his zeal and enei^, and 
attributes much of his success to the Ipssods taught him by 
his untl Like ino-it Ijimcrs buys he had the advantages 




of the district school for about two months in the winter, 
and finished his education at the Sherburne Academy. At 
the t^e of twenty he started in life for himself, and for a 
time worked on the Chenango Canal and as a farm hand. 
In 1836 he resolved to come to Michigan, and the spring 
of that year, in company with his brothers Chauncey and 
Justice, came to Union City. With his brother Chauncey 
he purchased three hundred and twenty acres of land in 
section 30. In 1840 he was married to Miss Mary E. 
Blakeman, of Union City. She was born in Burlington, 
Ofs^o Co., N. Y., March 20, 1814, and came to Michigan 
in 1838, with her father, David W. Blakeman. He set- 
tied in Union City, where he died in 1848, and where his 
wife died in 1863. 

, Mr. Buell has been a very successful farmer, and has 
been prominently identified with Union City. He was 
elected president of the Fanners' National Bank of Union 
upon its organization, which position he still holds. He is 
also president of the Nye Manufacturing Co., of Union City. 
In political matters Mr. Buell is a Republican. He has 
been blessed with five children, three of whom are now 
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The present township of Bronson iocludes Congressional 
tflwnship 7 south, in range 8 west of the principal merid- 
ian of Michigan, and is but a small part of the original 

By an act of the Legislative Couucil of Michigan, ap- 
proved Nov. 5, 1829, the township of Green was organized, 
including the counties of "Branch, Calhoun, and Baton, 
and the country lying north of the county of Eaton, which 
are attached to and compo.se a part of the county of St. 
Joseph," and the first township- meeting was dii'ected to be 
held at the house of Jabez Bronson.* 

By an act, dated June 29, 1832, the township of i'rainc 
River was formed, including " all that part of the county of 
Branch known as townships numbered 5, 6, 7, and frac- 
tional township numbered 8, south of the base lino, in 
ranges numbered 7 and 8, west of the principal meridian," 
or the west half of Branch County. The fii'st township- 
meeting waa also to be held at Bronson's house. 

The stream flowing through Bronson township, south of 
the Chicago road, waa called Hog Creek, or in the Indian 
dialect " Cocoosh-sepee." Another stream in G-irard bore 
the same name, and when Mr. Farmer made his early map 
of Michigan he corresponded with Wales Adams, of Bron- 
son, asking what name should be given the stream in his 
township, in order not to confound the two, Mr. Adaiua 
wrote him to call it i'rain'e Rivei\ and as such it was put 
down on the map. The township, being subsequently 
formed, received the same name. Just when the town- 
ship was changed to Bronson wc have not been able tti 
learn, but it was done in honor of the first settler, Jabe 
Bronson 

Prairie River, or " Hog Creek," furnishes very good 
power, but as even a small dam causes considerable over- 
flow it is but little utilized. Swan Creek, flowing across 
the northern portion of the township, is a much better 
stream in this respect. A grist-mill and a saw-mill have 
been built upon it near the iine between Bronson and 
Matteson townships, and farther down are the mills of 
Jonathan Holmes. 

The surface of Bronaon is usually quit* level, although a 
sandy ridge cros-ses it diagonally from northeast to south- 
west. The village of Bronson is located in the midst of 
what is called " Bronson Prairie," although, strictly speak- 
ing, the name is inapplicable, from the fact that it was origi- 
nally a burr-oak plain and not a prairie. 

The famous " Chicago road" crosses the township from 
east to west, and was the first highway laid out within its 
limits. Along it passed the emigrant trains of the early 



days, and in after-years the rumbling of the stage-coach 
and the merry winding of the driver's horn resounded along 
ita course. The " Chicago road" was for many years the 
main thoroughfiire of this region, but the stream of human 
freight which passed over it has never been equaled since 
the time when the West was being peopled by families from 
New York, New England, and other portions of the East. 

Railway facilities arc afforded by the main line of the 
Lake Shore and Michigan Southern road. For a number 
of years the settlers were obliged to go to Adrian, and after- 
wards to Hillsdale, to find a railroad-market for their pro- 
duce. Whatever of surplus was raised by the farmers 
commanded but a very small price, and it, was necessary to 
transport it a long distance to get anything. But the ad- 
vent of a railroad changed the aspect of afiairs, and pros- 
pects brightened. Prices raised, and market facilities were 
to be had close at home, and from that time the growth and 
development of the township have been very steady. 

The following statistics from the census of 1874 will 
give an idea of the present status of the township, although 
in many respects the figures have changed : 



by his own signature, i 
Jabei, but simply Jahe, 



who knE 



Populnti 


n (mnles, IIOI teioulss, lUH) 


3,114 


Namber 


of acres of taxable land 

" land avned bj lodiiiduals and 


22,a33 




cnnjpaniBS 


23,000 






9,8S0 




" land exempt from tamtiaii 




Value of 




«17,200 


Number 


of acres in sohool house "ites 

" burjing grounds 

R R right of ff»v and depot 


3 
li 




grounds 






farms in tovnihin 


242 




aoreB in farms. 


21,465 


Av-eragB 


nauber of acres id farms 




Number 


of acre! of wheat ra.sed in 187i 


2,879 


II 


■ harvested in 1871 


2,fil9 
1,893 




bHsLels of Bheat 1873 


33,681 






39,947 


" 


ail D'her grains raised in 
1873 


14,010 




" potatoes raised in 1873 


6,854 




tens of hay oat in 1873 


1,130 




pounds of Hool "beared in 1873 


5,884 




" pork markeled in 1873 


61,380 




cheesa made in 1873 


400 




butter made in lB7'i 


43,630 




fruit dried for marketin 73 


11,134 




barrels of older made m 1873 






pounds of maple sugar made in 1871 


300 




acres in orcbanls in IS71 


350 




bushels of apples raised in 1872 

' 187^ 

peaches 1872 


12,481 




^*'l41 






28 




poare " 1«72 


40 










cherries 1872 


106 




1873 




Value of all fruit and Rarden vecetablea raised in 




1872... 




$4,942 


Value of 






1873.. 




$5,713 


Number 


f horsns In toiruship one ytsx oliL-snd 


^i*B»f 



HISTORY OF BRANCH COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 



ir of III 



" " sheareil in 1873 l,4Cy 

" fluuring-mills In tawnsbip 1 

" perKODS employed in Biimo S 

Amount of capital invtstad 56,000 

Number uf barrels ol' flour nuulo G,OU(> 

Viilueof produota S4S,0«0 

Mulnbor of BBW-mills (inoluding 1 BtttVC-faotorj').. 7 

pursona omplojcd in Bamo 27 

Amount of oapititl invBBtcd SIB.OOO 

Number of fett of Jutubcr saned" 1,7H5,0I)0 

Valne of pvoiuetj $24,680 

Other saw- and grist-mills liad previously been in opera- 
tion in the township, but from various causes had been 
discontinued, and posisibly there are other manufactories 
which were not enumerated in the census returns. It will 
be seen by reference to the figures that a larger amount of 
lumber was cut in the saw-mills of Bronson in 187it than 
in any other township in the county except Quincy, which 
cut over 2,000,000 feet. The gristmill jrivcii is tlie one 
operated by steam at Bronsou village. 

EARLY SETTLERS. 

The first permanent settlement within the limits of the 
county of Branch was made in 1828, in Bronson township, 
by the man whose name it bears, — Jobe Bronson. More 
extended notice of him will be given in another place. The 
beauty of Bi'onson Prairie, and its advantages for a village 
site, together with the fact that it was located on the route 
of the Chicago road, made it a desirable place at which to 
locate, and although the surrounding reo;ion began soon to 
fill up, it was not until after many had located at the Prairie 
or other places along the road. Coldwater was the next 
township to attract attention, but Bronson was for eomo 
time the place of most importance in the county, and from 
it were chosen many of the firet county officers, its settlura 
being generally men of marked ability. 

The following " Historical Stetohes of Branch County" 
were prepared by Hon. Wales Adams, and inserted in a 
directory of Branch County published in 1871 : 

" About the middle of Septeinbei', in the year 1830, two 
young men, travelers, who had experienced varied adversities 
in the Eastern States, halted for the uight at the door of a 
log house situated two miles east of where the city of 
Coldwater now stands. The house was occupied by A. F. 
Boulton and John Morse, and supplied with everything 
comfortable for the accommodation of man or beast. A 
lodge of several hundred I'v/tawatlamte Indians was en- 
camped about one and a half miles in a northwest direc- 
tion, to which place the travelers, who had stopped for the 
night, repaired. The Indians occupied their time in smok- 
ing, dancing, and speech-making alternately. They were 
discussing the subject of their removal beyond the Mis^iis- 
sippi. The earnest appeals of several young orators to 
their superiors to resist the aggressions of the United 
States Government were strikingly beautiful. It was a 
lovely evening ; the moon shed a pale and melancholy light 
upou the wild and picturesque landscape. The occasional 



jcljin^ot the Indima (heir guttural chan tings the mo- 
iioti nous rjU of the dium and the rattling of bones rever- 
beiiting through the forest idded enchantment to the 
seine At this time not more than 10 or 12 (arailies lived 
in the ccunty of Br mth Thtre was not a atreim bridged 
w '.tot theiillm-ot Clinton A sohtirj log houae stood 
a shirt distance east of where the cily of Coldwater now 
stands -ind was occupiid by Mi Bonner x WJahman. 
Mr Bonner first settled m the town of Bitivn on the 
bink of Piui Mile Cieek a fiw miles below where Mr, 
Slunnaraon now Ines Cipt Kirk a millwright from the 
State ot Mirylind lued with bis fimiiy in an evacuatod 
tndin,hou.so on tin, west biiik of Coidwiter Kiior He 
was a iirst-class mechanic, a man with fine proportions, with 
a cultivated intellect. U n fori u mil ely, Capt. Kirk had be- 
come accustomed to tlie habit of tippling, and before the 
close of the succeediiif! October he died with the dtlirium 
tremens. His bones now rest on the west bank of the 
river. Mr. Toole, a gentlemanly young man from the 
State of Vii'ginia, was then engaged in building a saw-mill 
on a site now called Black Hawk. Ho had brouglit a few 
hundred dollars with him, purchased 80 acres of land, but 
before the mill \isa completed his money was exhausted. 
He became disheartened and abruptly left the Territory, 
and never again returned to claim any portion of his 
property. 

" At this dale there were tl families living on Bronson 
Prairie, to wit : Setli Dunham, supervisor of the town of 
Green;* Jabe Bronson, justice of the ppjiee ; John J. 
Richardson, constable and collector; Samuel Smith, Jere- 
miah Tillotson, and Samuel Hazlet. A Mr. Snow boarded 
with Mr. Tillotson, and was cultivating a patch of corn and 
potatoes without a fence about three miles east of Bronson, 
at a place now called ' Snow Prairie. 'f . . . 

" The following morning the travelers above mentioned 
proceeded on their journey. They were in search of some 
quiet nook or dell, where tliey hoped to pass the balance of 
their days in peace, away from bustle and strife. Their 
natures were the same, and their appearance so similar that 
one was often mistaken for the other. They liad been reared 
from infancy without the softening influences of parental 
care. They were orphans. They had become familiar with 
the cold gaze of the world, and had no desire (o mingle 
with it again. They traveled through the counties of St. 
Joseph and Kalamazoo, and saw many beautiful and unoc- 
cupied locutions ; but unaccustomed to agricultural pursuits 
and country life, they knew not in what business to engage. 
After much reflection they concluded to retrace their steps. 
Accordingly, about the 1st of October, they left Prairie 
Ronde in (he morning, followed the trail through Nottawa, 
and reached the Chicago trail about an hour after sunset, 
five miles west of Bronson Prairie, and near where the 
Chicago i-oad now crosses Hog Creek. The road to Bron- 
son was circuitous and difficult to follow ; the moon shed a 
pale and mellow light through a hasy atmosphere, but tlie 
dense forest and thick foliage along their pathway hid the 
light from their view. They groped their course along the 

» Tiia townsbip of Green ineluded the entire oounlj. 

t Here Mr. Adams gives a rtesonption of Mr. SnowrfftB* made (he I 
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gloomy way ; no noise was heard except the oc«usional 
shrieking of the owl or the hellish yelping of the wolves. 
Thej had not proceeded fur before they were aroused from 
their reveries by the tinkling of a cow-bell. They knew 
from experience that an emigrant family had encamped not 
far distant ; directly they saw u bright light gleaming 
through the interstices of the forest-trees ; they approached 
cautiously within a few rods of the encanipinent in order 
to take a view of the arrangement. The trunk of a large 
dry ash was well on fire ; the blaze and smoke aseended to 
luid-heaven, which contrasted beautifully with the surround- 
ing forest. Two men in red shirts were seated at a respect- 
ful distance from the blazing mass, earnestly engjged in 
conversation. One of tlicni was a tall, lunk, lantern-jawed 
man, apparently twenty-five or thirty years of age. The 
other w^ of common size, with a sedate and interesting 
countenance, a few ycara the senior of the first. A large 
mastiff lay growling in the rear. Two females also occa- 
sionally appeared from behind a blanket, which was sus- 
pended upon two poles. The older, about twenty-five years 
of age, appeared to be a good, solid, serviceable woman, 
dressed in Unsey-wooke}/. The other was about eighteen 
years of age, and was the esact opposite of the first. Her 
model figure was robed in the most approved style ; the 
graceful and majestic ease with which she swept along 
among the foliage, the wit<;hing smile which played around 
her lovely lips, the Bushed and dimpled cheeks, the lustrous 
eye, the profusion of jetty locks which swept her well- 
developed bust, gave to her, amid the wildncss and beauty 
of the scene, an exceedingly interesting appearance. The 
artist could not have imagined a more lovely view for his 
pencil. The two travelers, although they were nearly ex- 
hausted with fatigue and weak for the want of proper 
nourishment, gazed from their place of concealment upon 
the interesting group before them with wonder and admira- 

" They did not remain in that situation long, but emerged 
from the brush, approached the emigrants, and asked to be 
supplied with refreshments and for permission to remain 
by their fire till morning. The men looked upon the ti'av- 
elers with unconcealed suspicion. The dense forest in 
which they were located, the gloom of the night, and the 
distance from habitation, all went to confirm their fears 
that banditti were lurking around. After a long consulta- 
tion with the women, it was decided that the request should 
be complied with, and soon a panful of well-di-essed squir- 
rels was in condition to satisfy and refresh the travelers. 
Confidence was restored, the parties became social, and 
their intentions wore made known. The names of the trav- 
elers mentioned at the commencement of this article were 
Willard Pierce and Wales Adams. They came direct to 
Michigan from New York City, where they liad lived 
several years. The names of the emigrant party were 
Kesin Holmes and Thomas Holmes. They were from 
Marion Co., Ohio. 

" The nest morning the parties examined the surround- 
ing country, and before night it was stipulated that Pierce 
and Adams should build a saw-mill where the Chicago 
trail at that time crossed Hog Creek, and that the Holmses 
should settle in the immediate vicinity. Accordingly, in 



the course of a few days, Pierce went on foot to Monroe, 
where the land-office was then located, entered the land, 
returned by the way of Detroit, purchased the mill-irons, 
and shipped them around the lakes to the mouth of the St. 
Joseph Uivcr, and from thence up the river to Mottvilie. 
The following July the mill was in operation. Mr. Pierce 
became dissatisfied with the country and with the business 
of making lumber, sold his interest in the saw-mill to Wil- 
liam A. Kent, and returned East. Mr. Piei-ce, in his de- 
poi'tment, was gentlemanly and dignified. He was a first- 
class machinist, had been employed in some of the best 
msinufacturing establishments in New England, and was 
capable of superintending the construction of the most com- 
plicated machinery. As a draughtsman lie could not bo 
excelled. He had not been long East before he was em- 
ployed by a company of rich Quakers, who were engaged 
extensively in building cotton machinery, at Cumberland, 
R. I. They soon appreciated his services, and gave him 
unlimited control of their establishment, and also a large 
interest in their profits. 

" In the course of two years Mr. Pierce married an ac- 
complished and lovely daughter of one of the Quakers, and 
at once embraced their unostentatious form of worship. 
In the year 1840 he retired from business rich, and the 
same year came to Michigan with his wife, to show her 
where he had suffered the inconveniences of frontier life, 
and to induce Adams to return East and occupy the posi- 
tion in business he had left. Since that time he has not 
been engaged in any kind of business, except as director 

of the Pawtuckeb Bank There are now not more 

than four men living within the bounds of the county who 
recollect him as a citizen. All others who knew him here 
have emigrated, or their bones are now mingling with 
mother earth. The names of those four men are Harvey 
Warner, Allen Tibbets, J. B. Tompkins, and Wales Adams, 
llesin Holmes the following spring sold the land he had 
entered, to BnosGragg, and emigrated to Kalamazoo County. 

" The first inhabitants of every new country are generally 
composed of every variety of character, from those who have 
moved in the most refined society to those who have never 
moved in any. The latter are well adapted to the enjoy- 
ment of a forest life ; they have no wants except such as 
are within their grasp, and seldom any aspirations except 
such as are connected with the chase. They are bold, gene- 
rous, and sympathetic. Although they will avail themselves 
of the opportunity to make an honest penny out of a traveler, 
they will not turn from their doors those who are destitute. 
They look with unutterable contempt upon those who assume 
conseijuential airs, unless they are fully satisfied that they 
are abundantly supplied with pecuniary means. The real 
pioneers have received but little, and perhaps no hook edu- 
cation, but their conversational powers are often good. They 
cuitivalo from infancy a propensity to relate long, prosy, 
egotistical yarns, and whatever may be the character or 
taste of their auditory, they will not willingly submit to in- 
attention during the rehearsal. The natures of the females 
are similar to those of the men ; they are generally coai'se 
and masculine in their appearance, but, nevertheless, are 
exceedingly prolific, and produce a vigorous OTOgeny. The 
loud, sliarp voices of many of them conti'fe 
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the soft, musical accents of city and village bred females. 
But they have good Iwngs; they know nothing about dys- 
pepsia nor neuralgia, nor any of the fashionable and high- 
sounding diseases which now prevail in liigli life. Many of 
them are industrious and frugal, but the lai^ families by 
which they are surrounded occupy their whole attention and 
prevent them from cultivating & desire for drcsa and adorn- 

" The writer was aci^uainted with a pioneer woman who 
lived in Branch County in the year 18S0. She was bom 
and raised in the woods in the State of Ohio. She knew 
nothins about society. She cared but little about the color 
or cut of her dresa, whether it was long or short waisted, 
high or low neck ■ whether it wis drtwn snug around her 
person so ai to espuse her renl form like a squaw's petti- 
coat, or hun^ with a p,raceful and lovely well ; whether it 
concealed or exposed her extremities whether her feet 
were bare or shod But she had an uneon<]uerable desire 
to be the pis essor of a clein white cip, peculiarly con- 
structed none of ll e close fittmg ly p h' 1 
often adorn the heads of females fash bl I f w Id 
answer but tl e enwn of hers mu b f d 
sions, which would sweep, as she w Ik d h b f I 
log house, and when she had her cap f ly dj ed d 
placed upon her head, she assumed rs I h p d f 
the present day could imitate. 8h I d Ij 
boys receiving some education, — i Id b p j 
for them to read and write, — but n p d "u 1 IJ 
the heads of her girls with books; 1 yl 1 II 
attend to. 

"As soon as the country begin fill p d 
tion takes place the pioneer becon I Tl 

range for his cattle and hogs ; he ff If h 

restraints and annoyances of society ! p I 

gator of Divine laws, with his bl k II d 

countenance, designates a place f ? 1 

gatherer haunts his house ; a disc pi f G I pp 
the neighborhood with his stove-pipe hat, capacious pill- 
bags and fiddle-back pony ; the peddler, with his tin trunks 
filled with nostrums and tape, solicits patronage; the petti- 
fo^er, with liis head fllled with quotations from Blackstone, 
is clamorous for a client. The pioneer will stand it no 
longer, his peace is at an end ; he sells at the first opportu- 
nity, and departs for a Western Territory. 

" The county of Branch was organized into a township by 
the name of Green, In the year 1829, and was attached to 
St. Joseph County for judicial purposes. The county-seat 
was located at White Pigeon, where all legal business was 
transacted for the two counties. The law made it obligatory 
upon theTerritorial Governor to appoint justices of the peace. 
Jabe Bronson -received the appointment from Governor 
Cass, and was consequently the first judicial officer in Branch 
County. Esquire Bronson located in the county of Branch, 
on the prairie bearing his name, in the year 1828. The 
thin, gray locks which hung in disorder over his shoulders, 
his furrowed cheeks and dimmed eyes, furnished unmistak- 
able evidence that ho had seen at least half a century. He 
was small in stature, and walked with a firm and measured 
step. He was unostentatious in his bearing, i 
no prominent trails of character. In firranet 



fully deficient, but, like many great men of a more modern 
date, ' he watched the breeze and set his sails accordingly.' 
Esquire Bronson was born in the State of Connecticut, 
and had received a very limited education. He learned 
the trade of a ship-carpenter, and followed it for nearly a 
quarter of a century. He had been employed several years 
in some of the beat ship-yards in New York, and had helped 
caulk and repair many an old hulk in the dry-dock. Situ- 
ated as he was, he permitted the fire of his youth to ooze 
out without joining in wedlock. At length he commenced 
rambling, and in the course of time reached Canada, where 
he met a buxom and wholesome-looking widow who had 
four children with her, and he soon contracted a perma- 
nent matrimonial engagement. They turned their faces 
West, lived several years in Brownstown, in the Territory of 
Michigan, and finally landed in Branch County. Kaquiro 
Bronson was not studious. He seldom opened the lids of 
his Territorial Statute, unless his attention was directed to 
some particular section or act. He presumed that he should 
not have been appointed to ■» responsible situation had he 
be f lly d by to d sch h d f 
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" The justices, litigants, pettifo^ers, and jurors were the 
actors. The pettifo^ers personated the tragedian and 
comedian in the same play, and often performed their parts 
admirably well, amid tumultuous applause. Justices' courts, 
therefore, were formerly places of resort for all classes of 
people. The clamor of one suit scarcely died away before 
another was commenced more interesting than the former, 
which had the happy effect of keeping the inhabitants in a 
constant state of excitement, thereby rendering them con- 
tented, however straitened may have been their pecuniary 
condition. In a community where there wore a score or 
more of male adults, generally two or three of their number 
assumed to be advocates. Although at that time they knew 
little about law or common sense, yet they had learned sev- 
eral law terms, which they used with fluency on ail occa- 
sions, whether they were adapted to the points at issue or 
not. The incomprehensible language and ostentatious man- 
ner in which they were quoted had a tremendous and tell- 
ing effect upon the court and audience. 

"The Territorial law of Michigan would not permit a 
tavern-keeper to hold the office of justice of the peace, nor 
would it allow a justice to hold, h^^^con^t(hLa/lft^i*^ffi.l r> 
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Bat justices of tlie peace found liltle or no difficulty in 
evading this law when occasion required, 'Si|uire Brunson 
was manifeatly a tavern-keeper, a ju&tice of the peace, a 
postmaster, and he invariably held liis court, in a bar-room ; 
but never, according to his construction, in the slightest 
degree violated the law. Abicl Potter, who lived with 
Bronson and was his step-so», claimed to be landlord. 
When the time arrived for a suit to commence, the bottles, 
glasses, and toddy-sticks were removed from the bar to the 
kitchen, and when all was clear Bronson would cxclnlm, in 
B, loud and distinct voice, ' Abiel Potter, is (his a bar-rooni 
we now occupy?' Abiel Potter answered, unequivocally, 
' No, sir; It is not.' Bronson would then call the suit and 
proceed to trial. When the court adjourned the bottles 
were replaced, and the hall of justice was instanter con- 
verted into a bar-room. Justices' courts were held in 
Bronson Prairie more than a year anterior to any other 
place in Branch County, and they were rigorously con- 
tinued. Consequently the inhabitants of that vicinity, in 
the course of time, became familiar with all the nice in- 
tricacies of law. Bronson's Prairie, for more than a dozen 
years after the days of 'Squire Bronson, was emphatically 
the law focus for the county of Branch, during which time 
several men of acknowledged genius had made the practice 
of law in justices' courts their principal business, and had 
become notorious adicocates. Their fame extended beyond 
the precincts of Branch County. They relied, however, more 
upon innate knowledge of the fundamental principles of 
law and common justice than upon laborious research in 
voluminous and antiquated books. Many of the sharpest 
lawyers in Coldwater, who plumed themselves upon their 
pre-eminent sagacity and depth of l^al knowledge, occasion- 
ally attended the Bronson sessions. They went full of 
assurance ; returned humiliated and crestfallen. They could 
not successfully face a Bronson Cicero. Kvery point they 
attempted to make was met with logic and unanswerable 
arguments, condensed and beautiful, and unless pecuniary 
considerations had a controlling influence, scarcely a lawyer 
in Coldwater could be found who had the audacity to hazard 
a second effort. The law focus was finally removed to 
Quiiicy, where the sessions have been kept up with tolerable 

When Mr. Bronson came to the Prairie he built a good- 
aized log house, and in it kept tavern. Jeremiah Tillolson 
followed the same business, as, in fact, did nearly every 
man who located here,— not from choice alone, but from 
necessity. 

An amusing anecdote is related of 'Squire Bronson, 
which occurred during his residence and official term here. 
He was at one time called upon to marry a man named 
Hunt and the Widow of Moses Allen, of Allen's Prairie, 
and, proceeding the twenty miles to that place, performed 
the ceremony to the satisfaction of all concerned. In the 
mean time, Esquire Benaiah Jones, of Jonesville, heard of 
the af&ir, and it caused him much uneasiness and excited 
him not a little. Mounting his Indian pony, he rode over 
to see about it. The newly-married couple had retired 
when he arrived, and he found Bronson sitting by the fire 
drinking hot punch and making himself generally comfort- 
able. He burst forth escitediy in speech with " Bronson, 



what have you been about? You are out of your juris- 
diction ; this is Lenawee County ! I am the magistrate. 
Mrs. Allen is not legally married, and I will contest it 1" 

The anxious bride overheard Jones' remarks, and soon 
made her appearance en ihithnliilie in the bar-room, eiying, 
" O dear ! 'Squire Jones, what shall I do ? My reputa- 
tion is ruined I Can it be possible that I ain't legally 
married ?" 

Jones pacified her, however, by replying, " Never mind, 
Mrs. Allen ; just stand up here, and for ten dollars I will 
marry you over again and make it all right.'' 

By this time Hunt appeared on the scene; the pair stood 
up, and Jones soon performed the ceremony, pocketed bia 
fee, took a "nip" of "something warming," and departed 
with satisfaction beaming in his countenance. The repu- 
tation of the widow was preserved, her lord was twenty 
dollars out of pocket, and two worthy m^iatrates were 
made happy by the acquisition of fees and the draught of 
hot punch. 

The heroine of that occasion — whose first husband, 
Moses Allen, had been one of the surveying party which 
traced the route of the Chicago road, and afterwards (in 
1827) became the first settler in Hillsdale County, lo- 
cating on the prairie which bears his name — was, at the 
date of the latest in formation, -7 January, 1879, — living on 
her husband's old farm near Brownstown, below Detroit, 
aged over ninety years. 

" Dr. Alvah Randall, the first physician in the town- 
ship, came to Bronson in 1835. He was a graduate of 
Castleton, Vt., College, from which State he came to Bron- 
son. Ho waa a fine scholar in general matters, especially 
history. He had a retentive memory, and read history 
from boyhood up. He died in the year 1851, at the age 
of fifty-one. He waa a very ardent Methodist, and one of 
the most straightforward and conscientious men that could 
be found. He was a man of strong physical constitution, 
and really died from overwork. His ride was immense, 
there being no other physician within ten miles of Bron- 
son either way. 

" There was a great amount of sickness in those early daya, 
— ague, fevers, etc., — and tho Ciiro of patients, combined 
with tho responsibility of having the chai^;e of the clear- 
ing, up of a large farm, undermined his constitution at that 
eai'ly age. He belonged to a long-lived race, his mother 
living to the age of eighty-seven. His wife still survives 
him, having reached the advanced age of seventy-six years. 
He was the father of Hon. C. D. Randall, who was only 
four years of age when they moved to Bronson. 

" He waa always identified with the old Whig party, and 
was once a candidate for the Legislature on their ticket. 
His farm was just east of Bronson village,' where Stephen 
Reed and some other parties now live. The old house in 
which they lived in that early day is still standing."* 

Michael Smith, from the State of New York, settled oil 
the farm where he now lives, in 1835. 

Hon. Wales Adams, one 0^ the wheel-horses of the 
Branch County Democracy, served twenty years as super- 
visor of Bronson, took the census of ten townships in 1860, 
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was county treasurer one term, represented his district in 
the Ijegialatnre two terms, ami whs a member of the Con- 
stitutional Convention of 1850 Hp k elsewhere mentioned 
as holding the office oi ensign in the company which was 
raised in this town for the hmous Blacli Hawk war. Of 
this company Seth Dunham was captain und Jeiemiah Til- 
lotson lieutenant. 

Levi Calhoun settled in Bronson in 1837, and m 1 840-41 
worked in a saw-mill at Coldwatcr, whieh stood on the 
present site of Coombs' grist-mill. Upon his farm in 
Bronson have been disinterred the remains of five persons 
of gigantic stature, undoubtedly belonging to that almost 
mythical race called " prehistoric," whose mounds and 
occasional fortifications are found in this intei-eaiing I'egion. 
Nelson Russell settled in the township in 183C, when 
Indians were yet numerous, locating on his present farm. 

Enos Gre^ was one of the earliest settlers of Bronson 

township, coming in 1832. The family was accustomed to 

trade with the Indians for venison, sugar, and buckskin. 

Mr. Gregj; died in 1856, aged sixty-eight yea ra. His sons 

, James and Charles still reside in the township. 

David Taggart and Jonathan Holmes passed throu-;;!! 
some exciting experiences during their first year in Bronson. 
On ono oceasioii they were returning fi-om the vilhige with 
a quarter of beef on a pole, and a noisy pack of wolves 
kept up a none too melodious serenade, while the feet of 
the men beat quick time to the music until ihcy had 
reached home, 

Ephraim Lindley has lived in the county since 1836. 
His father was one of the pioneers of Matteson township, 
and cut the road loadinj; north from Bronson village to 
Swan Creek,— two and one-lialF miles. Mr. Lindley moved 
into Bronson township in 1SG5. Before Holmes' grist-mill 
was built, milling was done at Three Rivers. 

J, K. Palman came to the township with his father in 
June, 1842, and even at that day deer and wolves were 
exceedingly plenty. J. H. Green came with his father in 
1843, and settled where he at present resides. His father 
built a Baw-mill, but died before the farm was cleared. 

D. J. Sprague arrived with his family in 1843. They 
were accompanied by three other families, and for some 
time all suffered severely from sickness, several dying. Mr. 
Sprague and his brother-in-law were kept busy making 
coffins and burying the dead. Mr. Sprague's wife died in 
1848. 

D. S. Lockwood, now of Bronson, settled in Ovid in 
1836, and removed to this township in 1874. 

Isaac Holbrook moved to Bronson in 1833, and settled 
in the heavy timber two miles from any human habitation. 
His first house was a temporary log hut covered with bark, 
and but little better than no shelter at all. He cleared 30(1 
acres of land. 

Jonathan Bureh first settled in Sherwood in 1835, and 
at the time the Indians were removed (1840) he went 
with them as far as Sturgia, St, Joseph Co. Mr, Burch is 
now a residcTit of Bronson. 

Stephen Reed, living on a part of the old farm of Dr. 
Randall, settled with his father in Bethel township in 1838. 
Mr. Reed's present residence was built by Hon. C. D. Ran- 
dall, and, as a remarkable circumstance, was raised without 



the aid of whisky, to the chagrin of the topers and the 
triumph of the temperance men who aided in the work. 
It bad been said that his timber would lie and rot before it 
would be raised, unless whisky jras plenty, but the result 
proved the contrary. Mr. Reed helped raise the frame. 

Morgan Thompson settled in Bronson in 1834, and, in 
common with many others, suffered privations of serigus 
nature. One winter he was forced to cut the dry marsh- 
grass over the top of the ioe, in order to obtain fodder for 
his stock; and his wife lived three days on water-gruel on 
one occasion, while he was away hunting employment. Her 
four small children were taken as good care of as possible 
at the time, the mother depriving herself that they might 
not sufi'er. 

Daniel Tice Settled with his parents at Fawn River in 
1843, and is now living in Bronson. His wife is a daughter 
of Morgan Thompson, now of Nebraska. 

Asa Milliman settled in the southwest part of the town- 
ship in 1835, purchasing his land of a Mr. Stewart. He 
was accompanied by his wife and one child. He paid twelve 
dollars for the first barrel of flour whieh he bought, and the 
first wheat he sold brought him but tliirty-seven and a half 
cents per bushel. 

Hon. Wales Adams is now the oldest living settler of 
Itrjnch County, and is a native of Meiiway, Norfolk Co., 
Mass. In 1828, when twenty-four years of age, he went to 
the city of New York, where he remained two years. On 
the second day of September, 1830, he left New York, and 
arrived in what is now Bronson the same month. He and 
his partner, Willard Pierce, came together and entered the 
west-half of the northwest quarter of section 20, upon which 
their saw-mill was built. This saw-mill was the second one 
in the county (the first being at " Black Hawk," or Branch, 
west of Coldwater), and did quite an extensive business 
for some years, but was finally abandoned on account of the 
overflow caused by the dam. Nothing now remains of it, 
but a portion of the old dam is yet to be seen. 

William A, Kent, who purchased the interest of Pierce 
in the saw-mill, came here in the spring of 1831, with Mr. 
Adams, who had been East at that time on business. 

Alfred L. Driggs, from the State of New York, came to 
Michigan at an early day, and in the winter of 1831-32 
made his appearance at Mr. Adams', and was hired as a 
sawyer, and commenced work in the mill. He was a man 
of much energy, but possessed no means with which to 
enter into business of any nature. He finally conceived 
the idea of building a saw-mill, and was aided in his plans 
by Mr. Adams, who signed a note with him in order that 
he might procure mill-irons at Detroit. They were shipped 
around the lakes to the mouth of St. Jc«eph River ; thence 
boated up to Mottville, from which place Mr. Adams brought 
them up for him with a yoke of oxen. Driggs built the 
frame of his mill on Swan Creek, where Holmes' mill ' now 
stands, and went to White Pigeon for nails to be used in 
roofing. The merchants at that place refused to trust him, 
and in high dudgeon he walked back, bored holes in the 
timbers, and fastened the roof on with wooden pins. He 
was chosen justice of the peace for the township of Prairie 
River, and afterwards represented his district onog or twice , 
in the Lcgislafurc. He finally sold bis mill^ '"" ~ — - 



nH»j®<!i>4^IC 



HISTOKT OF BRANCH COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 



Holmes, and removed tfl Constantine, St. Joseph Co., where 
he now resides. 

The following, from the county records, esplains itself: 

COUHTY- 0^ BniNCH. '('"■ 

"I do hereby eertify that oq the 12th da-j of August, 1B3.^, Wolea 
Adams and Polly Wfttcrm»n, both of Rmnch County, IVnirLe River 
tcwnshl|J, flnme before me, Alfred L. Rrigga, one of the justices of 
tho penee in and for the county of Brunch, and were lawfully joined 
in marriage. 

"Alpked L. Dniofis." 

This was the first marriage whieh occurred in the town- 
ship, nnd is the first recorded in the county. The next in 
Prairie River was that of Abiel Potter and ClarisSii J. 
Booth, July 3, 1834. Joseph D. Fields and Eliza Strectcr 
were married July 31, 1834. 

In tho fall of 1831 a man named Judson arrived in 
the township with hia family, and was finally engaged 
by Wales Adams. Before leaving the Stale of New Tork 
ho had been employed as teacher and clerk, and was pos- 
sessed of a good education, but no means. He came into 
Bronson with one horse, his wife, and several children. He 
boarded Messrs. Adams and Pierce and the men employed 
by them around the saw-mill. Durin;; the memorable 
" Black Hawk war," in 1832, he enlisted as a volunteer, 
and soon after was taken sick with the cholera and died. 
He was buried in the woods close by his home, and as no 
stone was ever erected at his grave its location is at present 
an uncertainty. 

Wales Adams, who received in the spring of 1831 the 
appointment of ensign in the Bronson militia,— the officers 
of which were appointed by Governor Cass, — was too sick 
to go with his company when tho Black Hawk war broke 
out. He had then lived here a year and a half, and was 
utterly prostrated with (be ague. He thought when he 
first came and worked in water up to his waist, helping 
build the dam and doing other necessary work around the 
mill, that the ordeal was too severe for him to survive ; but 
he was fortunate enough to bear up safely under it, and 
now, at the age seventy-five years, can look back upon the 
experiences of his younger days and wonder that he had a 
sufficiently strong constitution to weather tho necessary 
hardships of a pioneer life. 

In the spring of 1832, Bishop Chase, of Ohio, in com- 
pany with Mr. Wells, an extensive manufacturer of tho 
same State, and father of Hon. Hezekiah G. Wells, then 
of Prairie Itonde, called one Saturday at tho house of Mr. 
Adams, and stayed over Sunday. On the morning of the 
following Monday the three, together with Tom Hohnes, 
started on a journey into what is now the township of 
Gilead. The bishop was in search for land, and finally 
selected a section in that town, entered it at the land-office 
at White Pigeon, built a log cabin upon it, contracted for 
having 80 acres broken, and moved upon it with his family 
in the fall. To Bishop Chase does Gilead owe its name 
also, as will be seen by reference to the history of that 
township. 

The first white child born in Bronson was one in the 
family of John G.Richardson, some time in the year 1829. 
Mr. Richardson was the first collector for the township of 
Prairie River, in 1832. ' 



A man named Crawford squatted early on the place 
where James Rugbies now lives, and one of his children 
was the first white person who died in the township; this 
was previous to 1830. 

On the 8th of June, 1836, the property of Alfred L. 
Driggs, including the saw-mill and 400 acres of land, was 
purchased by Jonathan and Samuel Holmes, from Peter- 
borough, N. H. Tlie elder brother (Samuel) never settled 
hero, but Jonathan returned for hia family and brought 
them back with him, arriving at tho new home Sept. 19, 
1837. David Taj«;art had been left in charge of the mill 
during Mr. Holmes' absence, and had come here in June, 

1836, from Dublin, N. H. His wife, who came with him, 
was a sister of Jonathan Holmes. He is now living south 
of Mr. Holmes' place, on the Chicago road. 

In the fall of 1837 timbers for a grist-mill were made 
re;idy, and a raceway commenced, but sickness in the 
family necessitated the abandonment of tho work until the 
nest year. The raceway was finally finished, and in the 
month of August, 1838, the frame of the mill was raised. 
Two runs of stone were set in place, and in 1830 it was 
ready for use. It was extensively patronized, as there was 
no other custom-mill for many miles. People canic from 
near Coldwatcr, and from all the surrounding towns, to get 
their grinding done, and the mill proved profitable. After 
being run about thirty years the machinery was taken out 
and the grist-mill was transformed into a planing and turn- 
ing-mill and chair-factory. At the present time it is not 
in use for any manufacturing purposes. The saw-mill now 
standing is the third one on the ground, the original struc- 
ture and one other having been worn out by much use. 
The present miil cuts an annual average of 300,000 feet, 
manufacturing oak, whitewood, ash, black walnut, maple, 
beech, and lynn (basswood) lumber, of which the greater 
part is of whitewood. A very heavy growth of timber 
extended through this portion of the township, and a large 
part of the trees consisted of whitewood {tulip) and black 
walnut. Heavy inroads have been made in the succeeding 
years, and although there is yet considerable left, the 
supply is Hmited. 

Mr. Holmes' brother, Samuel Holmes, was for some 
time interested in a machine-shop and cotton -factory at 
Springfield, Windsor Co., Vt., but subsequently returned 
to Peterborough, N. H., where he died. He left hia son, 
David A. Holmes, in charge of his interest in the saw-mill 
property in Bronson upon his return to New England. 
Jonathan Holmes is yet living on the old place, and has 
been a man of much prominence in the township. When 
he came to the farm but 2 acres had been cleared upon it. 
The nearest neighbor on the north was Amos Matteson, 
Esq., on the west shore of Matteson Lake, in the township 
of the same name. Between him (Mr. Holmes) and Burr 
Oak not a house bad been erected, and the forest was here 
in its virgin beauty. The nearest house south or south- 
west was that of Wales Adams, near the spot where the 
Chicago turnpike crossed Prairie River. 

The first persona to settle between Holmes' mill and 
Matteson Lake were Robert Smith and a man named Cor- 
nell, who located on the north line of the township about 

1837. Smith died many years a 
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occupied by Cliristopher Shafimaster. Cornell moved out 
of the tonnsliip. The first to locate nearer the mill was 
Robert Thompson, who settled (hree-fourths of a mile north 
about 1844, and afterwani removed from the township. 

Considerable parties of Indians were wont to encamp on 
the banks of Swan Creek, near the mill, and hunt and fish 
for a number of days in the neighborhood. They were 
always peaceable and friendly, and upon tiieir removal, in 
1840, were greatly missed by the settlers. 

Solomon Haight settled one and a half miles west of the 
villajre of Bronson in 1842, and for several years owned 
part of the old French farm and hotel. 

William Lamoreux came to Detroit in 1828, and while a 
resident of that county (Wayne) was a portion of the time 
deputy-sheriff and constable. He removed to Branch 
County in 1844. 

The iiicords of Prairie River township, and those of 
Bronson up to 18C7, were destroyed by fire in the latter 
year when the store of Messrs. Powers & Gillam was burned. 
Oillam was at the time township clerk. It is therefore im- 
passible to give a list of officers previous to this date, or any 
items of interest which would undoubtedly have been found 
in the eai'ly records could they have been preserved. The 
first supervisor of Prairie River township was Jeremiah 
Tillotson. The following are the principal offiwra of the 
township of Bronson from 1868 ; 

Snpervisor.—lSQS-'n, Christopher G. Babcock. 

Townx/dj} G/erf:s.—18G8, R. Van Ness; 1869, B. R 
Trigg; 1870, no record; 1871-72, Lucicn J. Driggs; 
1873-77, W. H. Compton. 

Justices of tite Feace.—lS6S, II. Williams, M. Clark; 
1869, J. Holmes; 1870, no record; 1871, Smith Wood; 

1872, Wales Adams; 1873, Muvshall Morrill; 1874, Jona- 
than Holmes; 1875, Smith Wood, Henry Brooks; 1876, 
M. D. Wolff, David Taggart ; 1877, David Taggart, C. L. 
Filch. 

IVeosHrers.— 1868-69, Leonard D. Cinrk ; 1870, no 
record; 1871-74, Cyrus J. Kcyes; 1875-77, Spencer E. 
Bennett. 

School Iitspectors— 18S8, John T. Holmes; 1869, B. 
P.Tagjart; 1870, no record; 1871, B. P. Taggart; 1872, 
Xenophon Gilaon ; 1873, John T. Holmes; 1874, Ben- 
jamin Taggart; 1875-77, John T. Holmes. 

Township Siiperinlendeuis of Schools. — 1875-76, Ben- 
jamin P. Ta^art; 1877, John Taggart. 

(hmmissionm-s of Highways.— l^Q, J. 0. Sheffield, C. 
Hinebaugh; 1869, M. Bloss; 1870, no record; 1871, 
Allen Turner, James G. Sheffield ; 1872, Michael Bloss ; 

1873, George Carpenter; 1874, Allen Turner; 1875, Al- 
bert Russell; 1876, Amos J. Anderson; 1877, same. 

Draia Commissioners.— 1872, Henry Brooks; 1873, 
Christopher G. Babcock; 1874-76, Allen Turner; 1877, 
Benjamin P. Taggart. 

OJicers for 1878.— Supervisor, ChrUtopher G. Bab- 
cock ; Town Clerk, W. H. Compton ; Treasurer, S. E. 
Bennett; Justice of the Peace, J.Kline; Commissioner 
of Highways, Henry Brown ; Drain Commissioner, Charles 
Moase; Superintendent of Schools, J. Taggart; School 
Inspector, C. A. Gay ; Constables, D. Hinebaugh, G. Ellis, 
William Ide, D. Post. 



SCHOOLS. 

The first school in the township, as welt as in Branch 
County, or in the entire distance between Clinton and 
White Pigeon, was taught at Bronson Prairie in the win- 
ter of 1830-31, by Columbia Lancaster. It was supported 
by the six families then living at the Prairie, and some 15 
pupils attended, — among them throe young lady daughtera 
of Mrs. Bronson and Mr. Tillotson, and a son of Benaiah 
Jones, Esq., of Joncsville. The school was taught in a 
log tenement which stood near the present residence of 
James Iluggles. Mr. Lancaster was here three months, and 
officiated as pedagogue, lawyer, physician, and theologian. 
In 1830 he practiced law at White Pigeon, and in the fall 
of 1831 built the first log house at Centreville, St. Jo.seph 
Co, He afterwards became a prominent lawyer, and Pi'csi- 
dent of the St. Joseph County Bank. In 1838 he was 
elected to the Legislature, and about 1840 sold out and 
started overland for Oregon Territory. While in the 
Rocky Mountains his child died, and the party of emi- 
grants with whom he was traveling deserted him, or left 
him to the tender mercy of the Indians. Very fortunately 
for him, they proved friendly, and aided him in returning 
to the settlements. He located for a time in Pennsylvania, 
but finally came back to Michigan, and about 1845 went 
through to Oregon, and settled on the shore of the Colum- 
bia River. In 1856 he was a delegate in Congress from 
Oregon, and became promiuently identified with the inter- 
ests of bis adopted State. 

It is stated that the first summer school on Bronson 
Prairie was taught by the wife of David Waterman. Her 
maiden name was Cynthia Lloyd. In September, 1836, 
her hu'iband owned the first and only frame building which 
hid been budt at the Praine up to that time 

The piesent school distntt No 4 was organized by 
Jonathan Holmes in the (all of 18j9 vA a school was 
t iught the foUowin, winter by a Mr Ward who w is fiom 
New Hampshire and lued at Thri-e liiveis St JfSLfh 
t He had frcMou ly taught in Canada Miss Sjrah 
femith taught i sch x 1 in the neighborhood during the 
summer ind iall of IS-'S in i frame school house on the 
Chicago road. This was the first school building in the 
district, and was used until the increasing number of pupils 
demanded that a new and latter house should be erected. 
The site was changed, and the present school-house built 
on the cross-road, a short distance northwest of the location 
of the old one. Both Mr. Ward and Miss Smith are 
remembered as having been excellent teachers for that day. 

The union school at Bronson village was organized 
about 1858, when a two-story frame school-house was 
erected. In 1878 a briek addition, also two stories high, 
was built in front of the old edifice, and cost about $3500, 
making the total value of the building as it now stands 
some $4500. The enrollment of pupils in 1878 reached 
300, and in March, 1879, was about 250. The school 
consists of four departments, — high school, grammar, inter- 
mediate, and primary. The teachers are J. P. Borton, 
Principal; Elizabeth McMann, Grammar Department; 
Louisa Lowell, Intermediate Department; Mary Brown, 
Primary Department. Mr. Borton is now serving his 
second year as principal. 

I losiGd by V 
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Cliristoplier G. Bab<«ek,fortwenty years a resident of the 
county, aud a supervisor of Bronaon township since 1868, 
has been a member of the school board a number of years, 
and Jason Shepard, who has resided here aioce 1856, was 
also long a member. He retired in the fall of 1877. The 
present board consists of A, J. Anderson, Moderator ; AVil- 
liam H. Carpenter, Director ; C, J. Keyes, Treasurer ; and 
Christopher G. Babcoek, Elijah Holbrook, aud Henry 
Knott, other Trustees, 

VILLAdB. OF BRONSON. 

Jiibe Bronson, tiic first settler in the township and 
county, 1 1 as been mentioned; also Jeremiah Tiliotson, one 
of iho earlier arrivals here. John G. Rieliardson and John 
Potter settled in 1830. 

Among those who came later and became prominently 
identified wilh the place were David and Alonzo Water- 
man, who settled in 1833, erected a building in one part of 
which they lived, and in the other established the first 
store of any kind at the Prairie. This was io the eastern 
part of what is now the village, and their father afterward 
kept a small grocery establishment still farther east. 

Conceiving the idea that a town mast sooner or later 
spring up and flourish at this locality, the Watemians 
platted a village to which they gave the name of York ; 
the portion owned by David being situated on the south 
side of the Chicago road, and tljut of Alonzo on the north. 
This plat is the eastern portion of the present village of 
Bronson, and when property is transferred within its Hraits 
it is stated as being in the " old village of York." The 
Watermans finally disposed of their property here and re- 
moved to Coldwater. Alonzo s<)ld to E. G. Bennett and 
David to other parties. The latter died at Coldwater some 
thirty years since, and Alonzo's death occurred at the same 
place in 1877. He had amassed considerable property. 

The place at Bronson now owned by Joseph E. Earl 
was the property of Mrs. Waterman, Sr., mother of David 
aud Alonzo. 

Additions have been made to the village by E. G. Ben- 
nett, C. G. Randall (now of Coldwater, and son of Dr. 
Alvah Randall), S. C, Rose, and Mi's. Hofbrook. The 
name Bronsoa was adopted in honor of the pioneer of the 

Samuel Smith, a native of Acton, Mass., who settled at 
Bronson about 1829, and purchased a farm owned afterward 
for some years by Lorenzo Rose, and now by Mr. Randall 
Smith, was a cooper by trade, but worked at it little, 
if any, after coming hero. He lived at Gross Isle, near 
Detroit, four years previous to his removal to the Prairie, 
and was there employed in making fish-barrels. The land 
he purchased on coming to Bronson is now within the cor- 
porate limits of the village. He subsequently traded it 
with S. C. Rose for a farm in Noble township, to which 
he removed and where he died. About 1837-38 be sold 
two acres of land at Bronson to E. L. Rose, who, in 1838, 
built upon it the present frame hotel, on the corner diagon- 
ally opposite the " brick block," Mr. Rose kept this hotel 
during his life, and after his death it was conducted for 
some time by his son, Lorenzo Rose. Joseph D. Field sold 
half an acre in addition to that purchased of Mr. Smith, 



makmg the hotel }i>t contiiin two and one-half acres. The 
piesent jrcpnetir f the house is Mr. Hart. 

Smiths land all hj west of I he north and south road 
eitendiOf, through the village. His daughter, Mrs. Eliza 
lield ntw living at the village, came here with two chil- 
dicn from Lrit Pa in 1831).* Her husband, Valentine 
Streeter hid died with the cholera in 1832. After coming 
to Bionson she wis marned to Joseph D. Field, who died 
in April IS'iO He had come several years previous to 
ISiib and aided in the cmstruction of the Chicago turn- 
pike. He and his brother, Horace W. Field, came here 
together ; the latter then married, and is living at present in 
Rockford, 111, Joseph D. Field was a blacksmith by trade, 
and had a shop on the turnpike two miles west of the vil- 
lage. He afterward moved into and kept the " old log 
tavern," a short distance east of the residence of Wales 
Adams. 

The Pottaioattamiei used to camp in large bands along 
the northern edge of ihe prairie. They would go to Bron- 
son's tavern, which stood about opposite the present grist- 
mill, fill themselves with whisky, and then proceed to make 
night hideous with their demoniac yells and drunken orgies. 
They always walked into the settlera' houses without cere- 
mony, and stretched themselves by the fire without asking 
leave. Mr. Smith never objected to their entering his 
house at any time, but Mrs. Field never could repress a 
feeling of fear when they were present. They called Mr. 
Smith "good chemokaman" (good white man). 

James Ruggles, from near Toronto, Upper Canada, pre- 
viously a resident of New York and Massachusetts, came to 
Branch County in October, 1835, and bought land near the 
village of Branch, in Coldwater township. His wife had 
died in Canada before he left there. In 183(i he moved 
his mother to Michigan. His brother, Charles Ruggles, 
who had bought land in Michigan in 1834, settled in Steu- 
ben Co., Ind., in 1835. In 1836, James Ruggles pur- 
chased 1000 acres of land, principally from the govern- 
ment, and tying mostly in Steuben Co., Ind., with a small 
portion in La Grange. It included an Indian camping- 
ground in what is now Otsego township, Steuben Co. In 
the winter of 183(J he moved to Bronson, trading land 
in Indiana for a part of the present homestead, and pur- 
chasing the balance. In 1837 he built the frame house he 
now occupies, and kept tavern in it for sixteen years. A 
barn was built at the same time. The material was hauled 
from Detroit by a team of two yokes of osen. All the 
hotels were full, so that BIr. Ruggles found it impossible to 
get accommodations, and was forced to camp out. Oats 
were then 22 shillings per bushel. The round trip occu- 
pied two weeks, including two days in Detroit. 

In 1811, Mr. Ruggles' parents were living on St, Joseph 
Island, sixty miles from Mackinaw, and during that year he 
was in Detroit and saw Governor Hull and his family. Al- 
though but a boy at the time, he remembers the incident 
well. He visited Put-in-Bay Island, in Lake Erie, the 
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same year, on tho British brig " Caledonia." Mr. Kuggles' 
father was a native of Massachusetts. 

Elijah Uanka, from near PainesviJle, 0., settled in tho 
village in the spring of 1836, and bought out Jabe Bron- 
Bon, who removed in ISitli. Mr. Hanka' son, George W. 
Hanks, is at present living in the northern part of tho place, 
near the railroad. 

E. L. Rose, from Pekin, in the town of Cambria, Niagara 
Co., N. Y., came to Bronson in the fall of 183(!, and 
soon moved into the log hotel which had been vacated by 
Jabe Bronson, and which stood on the north side of Chicago 
Street, in the eastern part of the village. Tho first house 
they occupied on their arrival was one which was owned by 
DaviU and Alonao Waterman. It had been occupied a few 
days by the family of Jeremiah Tillotfion, who rented it, but 
they moved to Batavia, and the Roses took possession of 
the house. They afterwards moved into a house which 
Elijah Hanks had purchased of Bronson. Mr. Rose, in 
1838, as mentioned, built and occupied the hotel on the 
corner, which still bears his name. This was a " stage- 
house," and here the stages stopped to change horses and 
feed their teams, and business was quite extensive. 

Jabea Clark, originally fnnn the State of Connecticut, 
and after I81E> a resident of the town of Norwalk, Huron 
Co., Ohio, came to Bronson in 1835, arriving on the 
evening of Christ mas-duy. He was accompanied by his 
wife, two sons, and three duufihtcrs. The sons were Milo 
(the elder then fourteen years of age) and Leonard, now 
both in business at Bronson. From their home in Ohio 
they came through in sleighs drawn by horses. In the 
summer of 1836 the whole family, with the exception of 
Milo, was sick for nearly three months, the entire care de- 
volving upon hira. Liite in the fall of the same year, Mr. 
Clark, who had become somewhat discouraged on account 
of sickness and other causes, and whose means were limited, 
went back to Ohio with bis family, and stayed one year, re- 
turning to Bronson in 1837. 

When he firet came to the place (winter of 1835-3(() 
he went into a hotel in tho eastern part of the village, which 
had been built about 1834 by David Ilartsaw. After a 
short time he removed to another, which stood two and one- 
half miles east, near Swan Creek. The latter was built of 
hewed logs, and was not disposed of by Mr. Clark until 
aft*r his return from Ohio. The hotel he had first occu- 
pied was a frame building, painted with Venetian red. Tho 
elder Clark died Feb. 14, 1851. 

When the Clarks came to Bronson village, it is said there 
were but eight houses in it, and these were occupied by 
David Waterman, Alonzo Waterman, E. L. Rose (?), John 
G, Richardson, David Lermont, Mr. Jones, Dr. Alvah Ran- 
dal!, and Daniel Powers. Jabe Bronson bad just moved 

Milo Clark and a Mr. Sellers were at one time out to- 
gether on a hunting expedition. They had become a siiort 
distance separated, and Mr. Clark suddenly heard a suspi- 
cious noise near him. He made ready to shoot, but could 
see nothing. A stick snapped, and on looking around he 
beheld a panther standing within eight rods of him Al- 
though an excellent shot he dared not risk firing, but walked 
along, keeping his eye on the animal, until he reached a 



neighboring clearing, when the panther ran off into the 
forest, uttering angry screams. To say that Mr. Clark was 
frightened would undoubtedly be "putting it mild." Aa 
for Sellers, his senses nearly left him in toto, and he ran all 
the way to Holmes' mill and reported that a panther was 
after Mr. Clark, with what other stories is not known. It 
is very likely tho latter gentleman did not wish a repetition 
of the experience. 

Both Mr. Clark and his brother are the proprietors of a 
successful business, — Milo dealing in hardware, drugs, etc., 
and Leonard in dry-goods. Prom the fact that their father's 
means were very limited, they deserve great credit for achiev- 
ing so much success in the face of difficulty. Milo Clark 
has a very fine collection of specimens of minerals, ancient 
stone and copper implements, etc., among them a stone 
pipe and a piece of copper from a mound on the farm of 
Noah Shaw, in Matteson township, at the foot of the lake. 
The various stone axes, fiint aroiw-heads, et«., have been 
mostly gathered in the country immediately surrounding 
Bronson. 

On one oecasion, while following the track of a doer, 
Joseph Hanks came upon the animal so suddenly that it 
jumped into a fallen tree-top in such a manner as to be 
unable to extricate itself. Hanks seized and attempted to 
hold the deer, and succeeded in doing so; but his victory 
was dearly bought, for the alarmed and infuriated animal 
used its feet to so good advantage that it kicked Mr. 
Hanks' clothes clean from his body, leaving nothing but 
his boots and shirt-bands. 

Daniel Powers, from Otselie, Chenango Co., N. Y., came 
to Bronson in the summer (probably) of 1835, and for a 
time lived in a log house owned by Samuel Smith, which 
stood where Geoi^e Ellis' frame residence now is. After 
four or five weeks he purchased the farm east of the village 
now owned by Lewis Earl, and moved upon it. He had 
started from home with the mtention of locating in tho 
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and the daughter is Mrs. George F. Gillam, of Lansing. 

Dr. Alvah Randall, who was also intending to settle in 
Illinois, had shipped his goods to Chicago, and on his way 
overland stopped at Bronson to rest. Finding it a good 
point for a physician he determined to locate here, and 
hired Mr. Powers to go to Chicago and bring back his 
goods, which was done. The widow of Dr. Randall is now 
residing at Coldwater, and their son, C. D. Itandall, is a 
prominent banker of the same place. The doctor enjoyed 
a very extenrfve practice throughout this portion of the 
State, and is remembered gratefully by those who required 
and received his services, and with great respect by all who 
had the honor of his acquaintance. 

In tho winter of 1866-67 Henry Powers entered into 
business at Bronson with Georj:e Gillam Their store was 
burned Jan. 9, I'^bT and after this disister the firm re- 
moved to anothei buildin.; Subsequently Mr Powers 
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Mr. Powers' brother, Charles Powers, who had been serving 
as sheriff of the county, at the expiration of his tei'iii pur- 
chased Kean's interest, since which time the firm has been 
known under the name of C. & H. Powers. 

Samuel Koyes, from Rutland Coanty, Vt., came with his 
family to Michigan in the spring of 1835, the journey being 
made by team tlirough Canada, and settled at Adriiin, 
Lenawee Co., where he lived until 18-14. In the latter 
year he removed to Batavia, Branch Co., and bought the 
farm known as the " New York farm," now owned by To- 
bias Shirlz. About 1848 he came to Bronson, and engaged 
in hotel-keeping in the old village of York, in a building 
which had been erected by a man named Tisdell. It hud 
been in use several years at the date of Mr. Keyes' arrival. 
In 1856 he entered into mercantile business in the village, 
and in 1B61 the property passed into the hands of his son, 
C. J, Keyes. The latter has in his possession the patents 
which were is.sued by the government to his father-in-law, 
Joseph D. Field, and to Elias L. Rose, the former dated 
Sept. 10, 1838, and the latter May 1, 1839, both signed by 
President Martin Van Buren. Samuel Keyes has been 
dead but about four years. The double store occupied by 
C. J. Koyes was built in 1857-58, by Samuel Keyes and 
Joseph E. Earl. The latter gentleman is from Monroe 
Co., N. Y., and lived for some time also in Ohio. In 
1842, while a resident of the latter State, he visited (his 
region, and in 1847-48 came to Branch County and settled 
in Batavia. He is now living in the southern part of the 
corporation of Bronson. 

Aa early as 1829-30 a post-office was established at the 
village, with Esquire Bronson as first postmaster. E. L. 
Rose held the position while keeping tavern, and was suc- 
ceeded by his son, Lorenzo A. Rose, David F. Gates was 
postmaster a short time, and was succeeded by Charles Carr, 
who died in office. His widow next held the position. After- 
ward L. A. Rose was a second time appointed, and remained 
in office from 1860 to 1863. He was succeeded by Mar- 
shall Morrill, and he by the present incumbent, C. W. Al- 
bertfion. 

Another post-office, called Prairie River, was established 
in the Adams neighborhood early in 1832, and Mr. Judson, 
who has been previously mentioned, received the first ap- 
pointment as postmaster. After his death William A. Kent 
was appointed, and held the office until the construction of 
the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railway, when it 
was disconlinued This was a distributing point for several 
offices — Colon Limi etc — tl c niad bung carried to them 
on horseback This office was of much convenience to 
settlers in the neighborhood at that time 

One ff the first stores in Bronson ullage was tpenel by 
David r Gates who placed a board fHT<y> one (orner f a 
room in his log hi use and kept a smaii stock — a few 
dollars worth of tobacco pipes etc He afterward kept a 
much larg r estalli^hment havin^ in extensive ,,eneril 
store and was in business a number of year* He is now 
living siulh of the village 

Bronson was ii corpor^ied by the Boird at Supervisors 
of Branch County in the lill of 18U the ti.rritoiy in 
eluded beiUj, one mile squart. At the first village election 
held Nov 2b lbb6 the folk win_ officers weie t! osen 



President, Warren Byrns ; Trustees, C. J. Keyes, Jason 
Shepard, A. Pixley, Lorenzo A. Rose, Leonard D. Clark, 
Henry Powers ; Corporation Cierk, Andrew S. Parrish ; 
Treasurer, Joseph E, Earl; Marshal, Spellinan Dennis; 
Assessor, George F. Gillam ; Highway Commissioner, 
Joseph E, Eail. 

For tbe government of the village, the by-laws of Burr 
Oak, St. Jo.seph Co., were adopted, with some slight amend- 
ments, A new charter was received in 1873, and since 
then but three trustees have been elected annually to serve 
two years. Tbe presidents and trustees of the village, from 
18(57, have been the following persons, viz.; 

1867. — President, Cyrus J. Keyes; Trustees, Lorenzo 
A. Rose, Milo Clark, Joseph E. Earl, Allen Turner, Eli 
G. Bennett, Iveonard D. Clark. 

1868.— President, Oscar B. Nichols; Trustees, Milo 
Clark, Lorenzo A. Rose, R. Van Ness, D. A. Whittaker, 
William H. Compton, Joseph E. Eail. 

]8t)9. — President, Lorenzo A. Rose; Trustees, Jason 
Shepard, Joseph Kcau, E. W. Benton, Cyrus J. Keyes, 
0. B. Nichols, Milo Clark. 

1870. — President, Jason Shepard; Trustees, Oscar B. 
Nichols, Darius Monroe, Augustus Pixley, Henry Powers, 
David H. Whittaker, Charles Moase. 

1871.— President, Milo Clark; Trustees, Amos J. An- 
derson, Joseph Kean, Leonard D, Clark, Xenophon Gilson, 
Darwin S. Fellows, Albert J. Tri^. 

1872. — President, Oscar B. Nichols; Trustees, Anson 
J. Ilorton, Hentj Powers, C. A. Bartlett-, James Ruygles, 
Darwin S. Fellows, William Lameraus. 

1873.— President, Oscar B. Nichols; Trustees, C. A. 
Burtlelt, Henry Powers, Anson J. Horton, Leonard D. 
Clark, Joseph Kean, Amos J. Anderson, 

1874.— President, Oscar B. Nichols ; Trustees, Fernando 
Knapp, Augustus Pixley, William H. Teller. 

1875. — President, Anson J, Horton; Trustees, Elijah 
Holbrook, Leonard D. Clark, George H. Warner. 

1876._President, Milo Clark; Trustees, Amos J. An- 
derson, Jacob Slailey, Anson J. Horton. 

1877.— President, Jason Shepard; Trustees, Henry 
Powers, Quincy A. Drew, D. B. Winegar. 

1878, — President, Christopher G. Bahcoek ; Trustees, 
Lafayette Coi'ej, Joseph E. Earl, L. M. Godfrey. 

1879.— President, Dr. W. Byrns; Trustees, Henry 
Powers, Amos J. Anderson, Milo Clark ; Clerk, W. Ira, 
Bee*mer ■ Treasurer Jason Shepard ; Assessor, Oscar B. 
Nicboh 

The territory inuirporaled includes the south half of the 
n rtheist (ju rter anl the southeast quarter of section 11 ; 
the s ulh half of the northwest quarter and the southwest 
quarter of section li; the north half of the northwest 
qunrter of section 13 and the north half of the northeast 
qujiter of sectiin 14 

HOTELS. 

Of these there are three in the village at present. The 

Rose Hou e his been mentioned. About 1852-53 a 

hotel was built by a man named Foster, now of Coldwater, 

on the ground where the " Bronson House" now stands- 

The buddin{, was de,itroyed by fire, and subsequently At 
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front part of the present atructure, which hitd heeii huilt 
and used as a store by Wesley Wright, was moved to the 
sume site and converted int« a hotel. It has been enlai^cd 
bj an addition in the rear, and has recently been repaired 
and painted, and numerous improvements added. The 
store stood a short distance east of Iho site of the hotel. 
The latter is now the property of John Q. Adams. The 
first house was built immediately after the route of the 
railroad was definitely Iocat«d, but about two years before 
the track was laid. The "Esuhange Hotel" was built 
previous to the war of the Rebellion, by James Bonnie, 
now of Giicad township. His son-in-law, J. Sweeting, 
was its first landlord. The present proprietor is George 
Farr. 

Both the " Exchange Hotel" and " Bronson House" are 
large frame buildings, located near the depot, and about 
half a mile froni the business portion of the village. For 
a place no larger than Bronson, these hotels are well kept 
and deservedly popular. 

The present steam grist-mill in the eastern part of the 
village was built about 1858-59, by Hansom Compton. It 
contains two runs of stone, docs a large business, and is 
owned by Mr, Crippen. 

Soon after the close of the war a foundry was started 
here by a man "named Van Every, now of Coldwat«r. It 
stood south of the corners, on the east side of the street, 
below the site of the present brick block. Mr. Van Every 
afterward sold the building to a Mr. McNett, and moved 
his tools, moulds, etc., to the east part of the village, where 
the foundry of Reynolds & Fowler is now located. This 
firm is doing a good business, operating in connection with 
their foundry, a saw- and planing-mi!l. 

About 1863 a tannery was built south of the village, by 
Charles R. Garrison, who had previously kept a store in the 
building now occupied by C. J. Keyes, which he rented. 
In time he sold his tannery to Williams & Whittaker, and 
it was afterwards destroyed by fire. The present building 
is the third one on the ground, and is not now in operation. 
Quite an extensive business was conducted in this line for 
a lime, but it was finally abandoned. 

The fine brick business block on the south side of Chi- 
cago Street, east of the Corners, was begun by L. A. Rose, 
in 1867. He that year built the east fifty feet, and the 
balance was erected in 186!>, by James Weatherby, Milo 
Clark, and Leonard D. Clark, Weatherby, after partially 
completing his share, sold to L, A. Rose, and that part is 
now owned by Lafayette Corey. Messrs. C. & H. Powers 
own and occupy the next room east, and Milo Clark owns 
the easternmost room, and the one he occupies. The west 
room is owned by L. D. Clark. These are all on the ground 
floor. The building is three stories in height. Over L. 
D. Clark's store the second floor is occupied by offices and 
the third by the Masonic fraternity, Milo Olurk occupies 
the three floors in his part of the building with hardware- 
store, store-room, and tin-shop. Over Corey's store are 
justice' s-office and Grange HaJl ; over C. & H. Powers, 
offices and Odd-Fellows' Hall ; over east part, law-ofiBoe 
and public hall. The block is an ornament to the place, 
and reflects much credit upon the enterprise of its 
men. 
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Mffstic Lodge, Ifo. 141, F. and A. if., i 
18(12, with 11 members, under a dispensation from the 
Grand Lodge. Its master was Darius Monroe, and the first 
one under the charter was Charles R. Garrison, who was 
succeeded by Milo Clark, The latter held the position six 
years, and was at the same tlma high-priest in the chapter. 
The present membership of the Blue Lodge is about 150, 
and its ofiicers are the following, viz. : Worshipful Master, 
B. P. Taggart; Senior Warden, Ira D. Hull ; Junior War- 
den, Oral Crampton ; Senior Deacon, J. K. P. Kcyes; 
Junior Deacon, Anson J. Horton ; See., George Ellis ; 
Treas., Henry Powers. 

Siroc Chapter, No. 41, R. A. M., was organized with 
10 members in 1866. Its first high-priest was Milo Clark. 
The membership at present is about 40, and the oEGcers are : 
High- Priest, Ira D. Hull ; King, Jason Shepard ; Scribe, 
Leonard D. Clark ; Captain of Host, George Ellis ; Princi- 
pal Sojourner, Milo Clark ; Royal Arch Captain, Henry 
Powers; Master 3d Veil, William H. Compton; Master 
2d Veil, L, W. Lewis ; Master 1st Veil, Amos J. Ander- 
son ; Sentinel, Peter Potts; Sec, G. H. Warren; Treas,, 
Milo Clark. 

Bronson ComicU, No. 40, 
with Ira D. Hull as T. I. G. M. 
ent is in the neighborhood of 2 
Illustrious Grand Master, Henry Powers ; Deputy Illustri- 
ous Grand Master, L. W. Lewis ; Principal Conductor of 
the Work, Joseph E. Pullman; Captain^ of the Guard, 
Milo Clark ; Sentinel, Peter Potts. 

Among the Masons at Bronson and vicinity are a few 
£niffkts Templar. These are Milo Clark, Ira D. Hull, 
Leonard D Clark, Cyrus J. Keyes, B. J. Trigg, and John 
T, Holmes. They are members of Jacobs Commandery, 
No. 10, K. T., of Coldwater, with the exception of Mr. 
Holmes, who belongs to Columbia Commandery at Sturgis, 
St. Joseph Co. 

ODD-FELLOWS, 

Bronson Lodge, No. 227, 7. 0. 0. F., wa.s instituted 
April, 14, 1874, with 14 members, of which number 5 
had taken their degrees at Burr Oak, and were instru- 
mental in organizing the lodge at Bronson. The first 
principal ofiicers were : Noble Grand, D. R. Sherman ; Vice 
Grand, E. A. Gay; Recording Sec., A, F, Clark; Perma- 
nent Sec., Seth Monroe; Treas., Jason Shepard. The 
present membership is about 35, and the following are the 
present officers : Noble Grand, J. Q, Adams ; Vice Grand, 
8, Dennis ; Recording Sec,, J. P. Borton ; Permanent See,, 
Thomas James ; Treas., Charles Giison. 

THE BRONSON CORNET BAND 

was oi'ganizod in the fall of 1877, and at present consists 
of 11 members, with Samuel Holmes as leader. For some 
time after its organization the band employed Charles 
Kugers, of Constantine, St. Joseph Co., as teacher, and 
made rapid advancement under his tutorship. For the 
length of time it has been in practice it has become re- 
markably efficient. 
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KELIGIOUS SOCIETIES. 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 
The first religioua organization in Bronson was a class 
formed by the Methodists about 1836, with Peter Jones as 
leader. Gabriel Smith, now deceased, was tho preacher at 
that time, and organized the society. The old class was 
allowed to lose its identity, the members uniting with 
churches at Burr Oak and elsewhere, and for some years 
there was no Methodist organization in the place. The 
present society was formed in 1857 by Rev. John Cliibine, 
its pastor at this time. It was then a station on the Burr 
Oak Circuit, from the east half of which the Bronson Cir- 
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$5500. This is the first church the Methodists have 
erected here, their meetings having previously been held 
in the school-house or in Clark's Hall. At the other two 
appointment, services are conducted in school -houses. The 
menibersbip of the Bronson society in March, 1879, was 
8C, A Sunday-school is sustained, with an average attend- 
ance of 62 ; S. S. Reed is superintendent. The member- 
ship of the entire circuit is 112, and the pastor is Rev. 
John Clubine, who came with his father, John Cliibine, 
from Pittsbui^h, Pa., to St. Joseph Co., Mich., in 1836. 

BAPTIST CHURCH. 

Tlie first Baptist society at Bronson was organized about 
1860, at the house of Wildman Bennett, where the first 
meetings were held. The school-house was subsequently 
used, as it was also by other denominations. The present 
frame church owned by the society was built in the sum- 
mer of 1864, those mainly instrunientul in having it done 
being Mr. Bennett and his son, Eli G. Bennett. 0. B. 
Nichols, although not a member, aided largely, and Dr. W. 
Byrns and Deacon D. M. Johnson were also prominent 
and influential members. , They are yet residing in the vil- 
lage. The first pastor was Elder Monroe, who remained in 
charge about two years. The pastors since have been 
Elders Southard, Pease (now of Burr Oak), John Kelly, 
Rodan, Post, ~— — Gay, and the present in- 
cumbent, Elder William Remington, who came in 1875. 
Elder Fish had preceded him for a short time as supply. 
The church has been repaired at considerable esponse (cal- 
cimined, frescoed, and. paintedj, and in 1878 a pipe-organ 
was purchased of the Baptist Society at Culdwiter, which 
cost, when new, 8650 The present membership of the 
church IS 152. The attend mce at the Sabbath school 
avenges about 70, and the superintendent of the latter 
IS Wesley Dunn, who'ie wife is a diu^hter of Wildraan 
Bennett. 

CONOBEQATIOHAL CHURCH. 

A meeting to take into consideration the organization of 
a Congregational Church in Bronson was held at Rose's 
Hall, May 7, 1868, numerous delegates being present. 



The church was organized in the afternoon of the same day 
with five members, viz., Mrs. Isabella Waite, Mrs. Mary 
Shepard, Mrs. Harriet Nott, Mrs. Harriet Fellows, and 
Mrs. Cornelia Babeock. A Congregational society was or- 
ganized March 21, 1870, the first officers chosen being the 
following : Treasurer, Christopher G. Babeock ; Clerk, P. 
A. AVait« ; Trustees, Geoi^e P. Gillam, Reuben M. Rob- 
erts, Jason Shepard. The first pastor was Rev. J. R. Bon- 
ney, who had previously been in charge of a small congrega- 
tion in Matteson township,themembersof which united with 
the church at Bronson upon its formation. Meetings in 
Matteson had been held in a school -house, Mr, Bonney 
aided m or.^nizing the Bronson church, and was its pastor 
ten years His successor is the present pastor, Rev. Frank 
B Olds The membership is now about 60. A Sabbath- 
school IS sustained with an attendance of about 50 ; its 
snpenntendent is John V Allen. The present frame 
chapel, standing west of the school-house, was built in 
1S72 The entire cost of the property, including the lot 
($-Mi)i, was a trifle less than $1000. 

ST. mart's catholic CHURCH 

was built in (he summer of 1877, during the pastorate of 
Rev, Father C. Corst, of Coldwater, w^o has been in 
charge about thirteen years. The lot on which the church 
(a frame building) stands, had been purchased a year before. 
Meetings were first held in a small building which stood 
near the depot. 

Bronson contains at present in the neigiiborhood of twenty 
stores of various descriptions, with the usual complement of 
shops, such as are found in a place of the size. The vil- 
lage has a population of nearly 1000. Aside from the 
manufacturing estabHshments already mentioned is an ex- 
tensive stave-factory near the depot, which turns out a lai^e 
amount of work. The physicians of the place number five. 

Among those who have imparted information, which has 
been woven into the foregoing account, are Hon, Wales 
Adams, Jonathan HoIm<s and wife, James Ruggles, Mrs. 
Eliza Field, Milo Clark, Henry Powers, L. A. Rose, C. J. 
Keyes, Revs. William Remington, F. B. Oids, and J. Clu- 
bine, other members of churches and societies, George Farr, 
William H. Corapton (town clerk), and numerous others 
whose names are not recollected. To all am returned sin- 
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WALES ADAMS, 
the youngest son of Eliakim Adams by hia second wife, 
was born the 2d of March, 1804. in Medway, Norfolk Co., 
Mass., twenty-five miles from Boston. His father was a 
Revolutionary soldier and died in the fall of 1808, aged 
fiiVy-four years. His mother died soon after. His guard- 
ian, who waa 8 fatherly, philanthropic man, and deacon of 
a Presbyterian church, sent him to a country district school 
three months each year, till he was sistcen years of a^. 
From that time (1820) till the spring o(j.§^)l^')^ f^^ 
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guged in meehaiiical employment, moat of the time in ma- 
chine-shops, constructing cotton machinery. Finding that 
(he business was injurious to his health he abandoned it 
a\id went to New Yorlc City, where he lived uniil the 2d 




WALES ADAMS. 

of September, 1 830, at which time he started for Michigan, 
and reaciied Branch County abont the middle of the same 
month. In the winter of 1830-31, in company with Wil- 
lard Pierce, they built a saw-mill, which was propelled by 
the water which meandered along the classic Prairie River. 
The saw-mill was located on the west half, northwest quarter 
of section 29, in town 7 south, range 8 west, in the town 
of Bronaon. Since that time, for more than forty-eight 
years, the place he first settled has been his buiue. 



JONATHAN HOLMES. 

In a volume composed principally of biograhpical sketches 
of pioneer families in Peterborough, N. II., mention is made 
of Nathaniel Ilolmes, the great-grandfather of the gentle- 
man whose name appears above. He and his wife, Jane 
(Hunter) Holmes, lived and died in Coleraine, Antrim Co., 
Ireland. They were the parents of five children, of whom 
one, Nathaniel, emigrated to America in 1740, and settled 
at Londonderry, N. H., where he married Elizabeth Moore, 
of the same place. Their son, Deacon Nathaniel Holmes — 
father of Jonathan— was the ninth of a family of twelve 
children, and was born at Londonderry, N. H., Sept. 5, 
1759, the same year that witnessed the fall of the citadel 
of Quebec and the death of the gallant officers, Wolfe and 
Montcalm. He married Catherine Allison, daughter of 
Samuel and Janet (McFarland) Allison. Mr. Allison waa a 
native of Londonderry, N. H., where he was born in 1743, 
and his death occurred at Wealhersfield, Vt., in 1809. His 
wife, also a native of Londonderry, died April 29, 18.31, 
aged sevenfy-one years. 

In 1784, Deacon Nathaniel Holmes removed to Peter- 



borough, N. II., soon after his marriage, and there ho and 
his wife continued to live until their death. His title of 
" Deacon" was given to him from the fact that he held that 
position in the Presbyterian Church. When quite young 
he rendered much service during the war of the Revolution. 
In 1775 he went out as a waiter to Lieut. Henry Ferguson, 
to Cambridge and afier that to his own fnther-in-law, Maj. 
Duncin, of Londonderry. In September, 1776, he was 
urjied by his brother-in-law, William Moore, to enlist in 
Ldpt Finley s company, Mr. Moore promising to make his 
pay as good as ten dollars per month. However, he declined, 
on the plei th \t his clothes were worn out. His sister, Mrs. 
Moore, overhearing the conversation, said, " Billy, you fur- 
ni^-h the shoes and I wil! furnish the clothes." As there 
Here but two pounds of wool in the house, it was a mystery 
how she could do so. But the next morning the sheep 
were brought to the barn, and four early lambs shorn of 
their fleece The woo! was colored, spun, woven, and made 
into clothing within twenty days, and when Capt. Finley 
f.im<3 through town on his way to Saratoga, the young 
soldier was ready to join the company. He returned safely 
and Mr Mooie made good his promise regarding the young 
man's piy Deacon Holmes died in Peterborough, Sept. 
10, lB3i He and his wife were the parents of eleven 
children, of whom Jonathan Holmes, of Bronson township, 
is the youngest, his birth occurring at Peteiborough, N. H., 
June 8, 1807. On the 4th of February, 1830, he was 
married to Jane F. Moore, who waa born Feb. 8, 1810. 
She survived but a few months, her death occurring April 
19, 1831. In the winter following, on Dec. 24, 1831, Mr. 
Holmes married Mary Tap^^art, widow of Cicero Robbe. 
She was born Oct. 10, 1807, and is now living with her 
husband in Bronson township. Their children are aii in 
number, as follows : Mary Jane, born Oct. 15, 1832 ; mar- 
ried Truman Surdam, June 1, 1854, and removed to Cali- 
fornia in 1856 ; had two children, Ellen A. and Emma A. 
Her husband died and she married William C. Dougherty, 
and is now living in Winona Co., Minn, John T., born 
Dec. 4, 1836 ; married first to Helen McMillan, since de- 
ceased ; second, to Sarah Van Alstine ; now living near his 
father. His two children are Nat. Leeson and Mary Louise. 
Byron Nathaniel, horn Oct. 10, 1840 ; died March 11, 1842. 
Cicero J., born Nov. 13, 1844; living with his father. 
Sherman, horn Nov. 24, 1848 ; died Aug. 24, 1850. Flor- 
ence Amelia, born Deo. 16, 1853 ; married to Ezra Beard- 
slcy, Oct. 21, 1874 ; now living south of her father's place. 
Their children are Walter Holmes and Jesse Gertrude. 

Jonathan Holmes lived on his father's &rm at Peter- 
borough until he was nearly twenty-nine years of age. The 
care of his parents devolved upon him, and most fiuthfully 
did be attend to their comfort until the last sad rites had 
been performed for them and they were consigned to their 
final resting-place. Afler their death he sold his property, 
and in company with his brother, Samuel Holmes, came to 
Michigan. The two purchased four hundred acres of land 
from Alfred L. Driggs, including the place where Mr. 
Holmes now lives, the water-power, and the saw-mill which 
Drigga had erected. This purchase was effected the day 
Mr. Holmes was twenty-nine years of age, — June 8, 1836. 
Samuel Holmes never settled hero. He w^ ^''^Y'^ft^^f^ I C 
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in a machine-shop and cotton -factory at Springfield, Windsor 
Co., Vt., but subsequently returned to Peterborough, N, H., 
where he died. 

Jonathan Holmes returned to New Hampshire for his 
fiimily, leaving the saw-mill in charge of David Taggart, 
and arrived with them at their home iu the wilds of the 
Peninsular State on the 19th of September, 1837. Samuel 
Holmes' son, David A. Hoi 
father's interest in the property in I 
grist-mill was ready for use, and thi: 
thirty years. 

When Mr. Holmes came to this pli 
been cleared upon it. The nearest h< 
that of Amos Matteson, on the west shore of Matteson 
Lake, in the township of the same name. Westward it 
was a complete wilderness until Burr Oak was reached, and 
the nearest house south or southwest was that of Wales 
Adams. The Chicago road was the only one in the neigh- 
borhood. The members of the household were made 
familiar with the sight of numerous bands of Indians, who 
CDcampcd often on the banks of Swan Creek, and fished 
and hunted in the vicinity. They were always peaceable 
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and quiet, and no trouble was experienced with them at 

Politically, Mr. Holmes is a Democrat, his first vote 
having been cast for the electors of Andrew Jackson. He 
has served four terms as justice of the peace, two as super- 
visor, several as highway commissioner, etc. He has nearly 
reached the age of seventy-two years, forty-two of which 
have been spent in his present home. He is surrounded 
by comforts, the product of his untiring industry, and lives 
in the quiet and serenity of a happy old age, one of Nature's 
greatest blessings. 

Mrs. Holmes' great-graud father, John Taggart, was born 
in Ireland in 1720, and settled in Roxbury, Mass., whence 
he removed to Peterborough, N. H., in 1752. He died in 
Dublin, N. H., in 1813, aged ninety-three. Her grand- 
father, John Taggart, Jr., was bom in Roxbury, Mass., 
Feb. 11, 1750, married Anna Eames, removed to Dublin, 
N. H., in 1797, and died there Nov. 15, 1832, aged eighty- 
two years and nine months. He was an ensign in the 
Revolutionary war. 

Her father, John Ta^art, was born May 20, 1781, and 
died Sept. 20, 1835, aged fifty-four years. 



G I R A R D. 



This township, which is designated by the United States 
survey as township 5 south, of range 6 west, is situated 
upon the north border of the county, east of the centre. 

It is joined on the north by Calhoun County, and east, 
south, and west by the townships, respectively, of Butler, 
Coldwater, and Union, in Branch County. 

It has a uniformly level surfiice, yet sufficiently elevated 
to afford good surface drainage into its natural water-courses 
and lakes. The principal streams are Coldwater Kiver and 
Hog Creek. The former flows from the lake of the same 
name, and dividing in its course sections 29 and 30, leaves 
the township on the west border. The latter stream enters 
the town from the east, and running in a general westerly 
direction, passes through the central part, and effects a 
junction with the former river, just over the border, in 
Union township. The major portion of Coldwater Lake is 
situated within sections 29 and 32, while Vincent Lake 
lies mainly within section 4. The lake surface in the 
township comprises an area of about 650 acres. The soil 
is a gravelly loam, alternating occasionally with clay loam. 
It is very productive, easily cultivated, and bounteous crops 
annually reward the husbandmen for their toil. The people 
are chiefly engaged in agricultural pursuits, stock-raising, 
the cultivation of corn, potatoes, fruits, and the various 
cereals being the specialties ; and it is but fair to say that 
in the quality of its productions, and the amount produced. 



it stands second on the list among Branch County town- 
According to the census of 1874 (the latest) it contains a 
total area of 22,502 acres, of which 12,740 were improved, 
and had a population at that period of 1313 inhabitants. 
THE PIONEERS OP OIRARD. 

In the summer of 1828, the brothers Joseph C. and 
Richard W. CorbuB, accompanied by their mother,* and 
the wife and seven children of Joseph C., started from De- 
troit, — the place of their nativity, — -and, with OK-teams and 
heavily-loaded wagons, slowly wended their way to the 
southwest in search of a new home. Their route led them 
along the Indian trail, afterwards known us the " Chicago 
road." After passing Saline, but very few settlers were to 
be found. At Jonesville, Hillsdale Co., was found Benaiah 
Jones, alone in his glory, and Moses Allen, the sole white 
inhabitant ou Allen's Prairie, Here, on Sand Creek, and a 
short distance east of Allen's, the Corbus family first set- 
tled, and remained together one year. 

Early in the spring of 1829, Richard W, Corbus, a young, 
unmarried man, accompanied by his mother and his niece, 
Sarah Ann Corbus,| then a child of about seven years of 

" Mrs. Snrah McCumbs. She «a« ono nf «ii of the first cIoeb in 
Methodism formed in the Territory of Michigan. 

I Nun known as Mre. Sarah A. Smith, aniLa resident of Qaincy, 
"-"'■ llos-cdby\jOOQlC 
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nge, removed to the territory now known as Girard. Tliey 
located temporarily near tlie northwest corner of section 22, 
and thereby be«ame tlie first wliite residents in the town- 

Tho Potlawatainie Indians had a small village on the 
prairie, about one-fourth of a mile east of the corners, and 
here for the first six weeks Corbus, his mother, and niece 
lived \a an unoccupied wigwam io the Indian village. 
During thia time jounj; Corbus had prepared a sufficient 
quantity of logs to build a log house, which was finally 
erected with the assistance of his Indian neighbors and his 
brother Joseph, who came over from Allen Prairie for that 
purpose. Mrs, Smith relates that the Indians were very 
friendly to the early settlers, and freely divided their store 
of provisions with their newly-arrived white neighbors, who, 
but for this timely aid, would many times have suffered for 
the most common necessaries of life. " On the south side 
of the road, or near the northwest corner of section 22, was 
an Indian village of some twenty huts, nnd a large dunce- 
house; opposite the village, on the north side of the road, 
was a small cornfield, and near the creek, north of the coin- 
field, were four apple-trees. Their burial-ground was 
situated on section 15, about midway between the present 
residence of Mrs. B. II. Smith and the cornel's of Girard 
village."* 

The house built by Riobard W. Corbus was situated 
upon section 21, near the present residence of Mr. Joseph 
Vanblarcom. Here he remained until the spring of 1831, 
when, having exchanged claims and property with his brother 
Joseph, Richard returned to Alien, while Joseph took up 
his residence in Girard. 

In October, 1830, Edward S. Hanchett settled upon sec- 
tion 22, and Henry Van Hyning, of Medina, Ohio, upon 
section 20. Mr. Van Hyning's wife was the first to depart 
this life among those who settled upon the " West Prairie," 
her death he deeded one-half acre of land to the 
lie for burial purposes. The plot is now inclosed, and 
idjoins the grounds of the West Girai'd Cemetery. 

Martin Bamhart, from Wayne Co., N. Y., settled upon 
section 17, Jan. 1, 1831, and during the month of March 
of the same year John Parkinson, from Wayne, N. Y., 
settled upon section 18, Benjamin H. Smith upon section 
20, and the brothers Samuel and James Craig upon the 
same section. 

Joseph 0. Corbus, his brother John Corbus, and John 
Cornish settled in the central part, or on the " east prai- 
rie," during the same spring, 

Benjamin 11. Smith was a native of New Jersey. At 
an early period of hia life he removed to Wayne Co., N. Y, 
He settled in Ypsilanti, Mich., in June, 1829, and from 
thence came to Girard in 1831. His daughter Sophronia 
was the first female child born on the " West Prairie." He 
built the first framed house in the township during the &ni 
year of his residence, and, assisted by Abram Aldrich, built 
the first framed house in the city of Coldwater. He also, 
in company with J. \V, Mann, Lyman Fox, and James B. 
Tompkins, built the first saw-mill, in 1837. He served bis 
townsliip in various official capacities, and was an active 
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participant in all matters relating to the public welfare. 
His widow and several sons survive him, and are residents 
of the township at the present time. Mrs. B. H. Smith 
says that during the first years of their residence in Girard 
no grist-mills were nearer than White Pigeon, and that 
people very often ground their buckwheat in a oofiee-mill 
and pounded their corn, with which they made "samp" and 
hominy. Subsei^uently, Benjamin H. Smith, Abram Al- 
drich, and Martin Barnhart erected a small grist-mill on 
Hog Creek, on the " West Prairie." John Parkinson was 
the first postmaster. 

Samuel Craig came froni Morristown, St. Lawrence Co., 
N. Y., and settled in Allen, Hillsdale Co., Mich., 1829, 
his being the third family to settle in that vicinity. In 
the spring of 1831, together with his family and his 
brother James Craig, he removed to Girard and settled 
upon the West Pi'airie. The family moved into a log house 
which had been partially completed by Henry Van Hyning 
the fall previously. When occupied, it contained neither 
doors, windows, nor floor. His son, Samuel Craig, Jr., 
who was born Sept. 4, 1831, was the first white child born 
in the township ; the second birth being that of Rhoda, 
daughter of Joseph C. Corbus, who was born Sept. 16 
of the same year. Mr, Craig built the first log barn in 
1833, and to erect it required the strong arms of nearly all 
the inhabitants of Girard and Coldwater townships. 

Joseph C, Corbus and his brother John, with their 
families, settled upon the north part of section 21 in 
March, 1831. John Corbus died about 1833, from an 
awkwardly-performed amputation, necessitated by an injury 
to his leg, received on a public conveyance, while en-route 
of his wife occurred 



from Detroit to Girard. The de 
but two weeks later than his owi 
Corbus," as he was more famili; 
of the township for many years 
was the first town clerk electe 
(1832), when its territory 



Joseph C., or " 'Squire 

ly known, was a resident 

or until his death. He 

in Coldwater township 

ised the east half of the 



the county, and was also the first clerk elected in Girard 
township in 1834. He served in the latter capacity, and 
as justice of the peace, forascore or more of years. Through 
his care and keeping a large portion of the records of the 
old township of Green are stiil preserved in the town records 
of Girard township. 

John Cornish did not purchase any land in the township. 
He removed at an early day to Quincy, where he became 
prominent as one of the first settlers in that township. 

James B. Tompkins came from Schoharie, Schoharie 
Co., N. Y., and in the fall of 1830 arrived in Tecumseh, 
Mich., where he remained until July, 1831, passing sis 
months of this time in the wilderness, while following his 
occupation as a surveyor. At the date last mentioned he 
removed to Girard, and bought 80 acres upon section 15, 
where he now resides, and the same number of acres on 
section 22. His recollections of the Indians and the white 
families then residing in the township are as follows: 
Upon the " West Prairie" were the families of Benjamin 
H. Smith, Martin Barnhart, Samuel Craig, Henry Van 
Hyning, and John Parkinson, Upon the " East Prairie" 
were those of Edward S. Hanchett, Joseph C. Corbus, 
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section 22, where they had some 12 or 15 shanties, and 
about 8 acres of nice corn growing. After the removal of 
the Indians their shanties were torn down by the early 
settlers, and used to make shelters for their cattle. Upon 
that portion of section 15 purchased by Mr. Tompkins the 
squaws had planted four apple-treea. A year or so had 
passed away after his settlement ; many other white families 
were coming in ; and the Indians had learned that at a day 
not far distant they were to be removed away, and forever, 
from ihe scenes of their childhood days, their village, and 
the beautiful little prairie they had ever considered as all 
their own. A fate they so much dreaded very naturally 
exasperated them to such a degree that they determined to 
destroy the apple-trees, and all other things which they 
thought might be of value to the whites. Mr. Tompkins 
was accosted by a neighbor one day, and informed that the 
squaws were cutting down his apple-trees. He hastened 
to the spot and found that three trees were already hewn 
intfl fragments, while a young squaw, with axe in hand, 
and urged on by an older one, had already made an attack 
upon the fourth and only remaining tree. He shouted to 
them to stop. They did stop, and then the old squaw 
began a noisy harangue and denunciation of the white.^; 
how the Indians had been cheated, their lands taken away 
from them, and old squaw had not received a drees. In 
the mean time sevural of the bucks had gathered around. 
Anger and hatred were depicted by face and gesture. The 
squaws demanded to be paid for sparing the tree. At this 
juncture William McCarty came up, and as he understood 
the Indian dialect he acted as mediator, and peace was 
once more restored by Mr. Tompkins agreeing (o give the 
equaws a certain amount of fiour. 

In February, 1832, Mr, Tomftkins proceeded to Tecum- 
seh and married. On his return, via the Chicago road, he 
found Hog Creek so swollen by rains and a recent thaw 
that at the point whero he wished to cross it was some 
twenty-five rods in width. Reed's tavern was situated one 
and one-half miles east of the creek, where the newly- 
married pair tarried overnight. Mr. Tompkins relates 
that his financial resources were in a depressed condition 
just then, and he fell it incumbent on himself to cross and 
resume his journey homeward as early as possible. To 
another unwilling guest at the tavern, who also wished to 
cross, Mr. Tompkins proposed that a ruft should be con- 
structed, and thus ferry themselves and their effects to the 
opposite bank ; the man assented, aud promised assistance 
until wife, horses, etc., were safely over. At daybreak nest 
morning Mr. Tompkins was up and at work on a raft, 
which was completed a few hours later. A trial trip was 
made to test the capabilities of the eraft, but the very 
instant they touched the opposite shore his assistant leaped 
off and made rapid strides towards Willson's tavern, leaving 
Mr. Tompkins alone. Scion, however, the mail-carrier from 
Eronson's Prairie rode up and volunteered his assistance, 
while at about the same time Bcnatah Jones, with the mail 
from the East, appeared on the east bank, also Dr. Enoch 
Chase. With all assisting, the crossing of the mails, the 
female, and the horses (by swimming) was finally effected 

Nearly half a century has elapsed since Mr. Tompkins 



made Girard his home, and during all these 3'eurs of a con- 
tinuous residence he has ever taken an active part and 
been prominently identified in all matters looking to the 
welfare of his township. He was the first supervisor elected 
in the township (1834), and has served his townsmen in 
that capacity for a period of sixteen years. He also rep- 
. resented his county in the State Legislature in 1854. 

In the fall of 1831, William McCarty, of Wayne Co., 
Mich., settled upon section 15, and soon afterwards served 
as the first sheriff of Branch County. Joseph Fowler, a 
soldier of 1812, from New York State, settled upon section 
^1 at about the same time. 

Abram and Asa Aldrich, brothers, each with families of 
sons and daughters, came from Macedon, Wayne Co., N. Y., 
and located in the town in 1833. Chauucey Barnes and 
Stephen Hickos also settled here at about this time. 



Among others who came in 


n years prior to 18;^5 were 


Samuel and Chiistian Estio 


V, John Worden, John B 


Mason, Lyman Fox, Stephe 


Birdsall, David Staunton 


Timothy Robinson, the last si 


t all from Monroe Co., N. Y 


Allen Cobb, John Moore, Ser 


no B. Ames, David B. Og- 



den, Thomas Brewer, William D. Eose, Beal H. Randall, 
and John Strong. 

In the fall of 1835, William Vanblarcora and his son 
Joseph started from Andes, Delaware Co., N. Y., and, with 
a single horse and light wagon, drove the entire distance to 
Girard. Their route was taken via Queenstown, through 
Canada to Detroit ; thence along the Chicago road to near 
their point of destination. Their expen.ses during the 
journey amounted to 8H,42. Joseph asserts that this 
amount would have been considerably lessened had they 
not fallen among thieves at the tavern kept by one Osborn, 
whose house was located on the Chicago road, near the 
line dividing Hillsdale and Branch Counries. In a strong 
box, which was strapped upon the back part of their wagon, 
young Vanblarcom had placed his wearing apparel ; in fact, 
the major portion of his earthly possessions were packed 
therein, as he had intended to remain in Michigan perma- 
nently. During the night some one broke open the box 
and stole its contents. The landlord tendered his sympathy, 
and, apparently, was much concerned and interested in 
hunting up those who had committed the robbery upon his 
premises. Many people were then emigrating Westward 
over this road, aud several families had encamped in the 
vicinity during the night-time. The tavern-keeper assured 
young Vanblarcom that, beyond a doubt, some among them 
had stolen his clothing, and advised that he make search 
among their wagons. This was done, but he met with no 
success. Some two or three days were passed in hunting 
for the lost goods, but nothing resulted other than to swell 
their expenses at the house of the rascal who perpetrated 
the robbery himself. After viewing the country in Girard, 
and concluding to settle his family here, the father started 
on his return to New York, accompanied by his son, who 
was in a condition worse than Joseph of old. He had a 
coat, though it was " of many colors," while our Joseph 
had none at all. In December, after procuring another 
outfit, Joseph began another journey to Michigan. He 
paid ¥5 to ride in a cutter with a man who was going as 
far as Erie Pa. The remaining distiince was traversed on 
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PETEK I. MANN. 



pETTBE I. Mann was born in Schoharie, Scho- 
harie Co., N. Y., Feb. 27, 1815. His father was 
bom in the same county. His greatr^randfather 
came from Gfermany, and settled in Schoharie 
County about 1711. Mr. Mann's mother is of 
Dutch and Scotch extraction, her ancestors having 
also been early ^ttlers in Schoharie. Her father 
was a soldier in the Revolution. In 1836, Mr. 
Mann's parents, himself, two brothers, and sister 
came to Branch County, and settled in the town of 
Girard. Mr. Mann lived with his parents till 1843, 
when he built the house where he now lives. Jan. 
13, 1842, he married I^vtna, daughter of Peter and 
Elizabeth (Putnam) Grove, of Girard. Mrs. Mann's 
parents emigrated from Herkimer Co., N. Y., to 
Western New York, and from there to Miobigwi, in 
the winter of 1835-36, passing through Canada with 
« aldgh, and settling near Orangeville. Mr. and 



Mrs. Mann have had eight children, whose names 
are as follows : Catharine E., who died at five 
years of age ; Mary, married to John B, Wil- 
liams, merchant, at Girard Centre ; Jacob W., 
married to Emma Prentice, farmer, near Girard 
Centre; Belinda, married to Lester Newland, 
living at Coldwater; Mark, who lives at home; 
Charles F., who died in infancy ; Charles, who 
died in infancy ; and Nina, who lives with h«- 
parents. 

His father died September, 1846. His mother, 
Polly Mann, still lives at Girard Centre, aged 
eighty-two, hale and hearty. Peter is the only 
remaining child who came here forty-three yeus 
^;o. Id politics Mr. Mann is a Republioan, 
having cast his first vote for James G. Bim^, in 
1840. Mr. Mann owns four hundred and seventy 
acres of finely improved land. 

Hosted by LiOOgle 
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foot. The followms spnng n836) William Vanbl m 
—the father,— ac com p tilled by his sons John, Abr m d 
William W., returned to the township and made a p ra 
nent setlleraent 

During the years 1830-37 the population of th t w 
ship was largely increased by the arrival of new tl 
principally from the State of New York. Amon h m 
were Jacob W. Maun, from Schoharie Co., N. i wh 
purchased a large tract of land. His son, Petei' I M 
is a most worthy citizen of the township at the j. se t 
time. James Pierce, from Rutland, Vt., who dr h 
own team the entire distance. A. N. Bradley and R w 11 
Crippen, from Jackson Co., Mich, Aura and Rod y 
Smith, brothers, from Saratoga Co., N. Y. \b 
Tompkins, Samuel Butcher, William Bidwell, Israel H 
William Barker, B. McDonald, William Eldridge, Th 
Olney, Backus Fos, George Eosecrana, Cornelius V k 
Andrew Shaver, Levi Kingston. John Rose, from G m y 
John Abram, Robert Gorball, Benjamin P. Wright, J h 
Whitney, Samuel White, Moses Johnson, Archibald Lew 
Blias Gage, Duncan MeVean, — the latter from Mou m y 
Co., N. Y. James Pendill and Sanford Sherman, fro G 
csee Co., N. Y. Daniel C. Bennett, from Jefferson Co., N. Y. 
James G. Gorball, Wayne Co., N. Y. Robert Rowley, Scho- 
harie Co., N. Y.,settled on section 10. James Barney, from 
Monroe Co., N. Y., settled on section 27, in 1840. Moses 
Tompkins settled on section 15, in 18i!8. Philander. 
Gould, from Steuben Co., N. Y., settled on section 26, 
in 1840. George A. Russell, the first blacksmith, from 
Cheshire, N. H., settled in 1844. Dr. Moses E. Chauncey, 
the first resident physician, came from Galway, Saratoga 
Co., N. Y., and located in the village in 1843. He is in 
active practice at the present writing. 

Many worthy Kpi-esentativcs of those whom we have 
mentioned still reside here. Their lands are in an advanced 
state of cultivation, and their farm-houses and outbuildings 
indicate a degree of taste, thrift, and prosperity which 
would astound the pioneers of forty-five years ago, could 
they once more revisit the scone of their early toil and 
hardships. 

FIBST LAND EN Till ES. 

The first purchase of lands of the United States govern- 
ment in township 5 south, of range 6 west, was made Sept. 
30, 1 830, by Robert Clark, Jr., of St. Joseph Co., Mich., 
and Edward S, Hanchett. Clark's lands were situated upon 
sections 15 and 22. Hanchett s upon ', In October of 
the same year Abram F Bolt ma] a purchase of land 
upon section 15, Martin Birnl art ipon 17, Henry Van 
Hyning upon 20, John C rbus and H i^h Campbell upon 
section 21. 

During the year 1831, Will am McCirty, in June, made 
purchase upon section 15; John Parkinson, the same month, 
upon 18 ; and Benjamin H. Smith and James Craig upon 
20. In November of the same year Lot Gage, of Barn- 
stable, Mass., purchased upon sections 15 and 22 ; Maria 
Fowler and Smith & Corbus upon 21. 

The following is a list — arranged by sections — of those 
who made the first purchases in the township. The land 
was bought for the most part during the years from 1831 



!8 d the list embraces tiie names of the owners of 
during that petiod : 
1 1836.*~John S. Rockwell, Jesse W. Doolittle, 
h O Dennis, Sanford Sherman, Jacob Fegles, David 

1835— Asa Aldrich, A. N. Bradley, Sanford 
I R well Crippen, Erastus Allen, Martha Osboro. 

3 1835.~William Fraaer, Daoie! T. Olney. 

4 1835.— Abram Aldrich, William Ball, Jacob 
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5 1835 Thomas Dougherty, Asa Aldrich, Ai- 

m H Wl te, Clinton Olney. 

& 6 1836.— Egbert N. Edmonds, Charles Buek- 

h m Aim n H. Whit«, Daniel E. Lewis, Thos. Olney, 
CI les D Smith, Clinton Olney. 

S f m 1S35 Ezekiel Barnhart, Levi Butler, Stephen 

Gra Tl s Dougherty, Asa Aldrich. 

Se 8 1834.— Asa Aldrich, Christian Eslow, Abram 

Aid I \ White. 

S t 1835.— Jacob W. Mann, James B. Tompkins, 

D d S t , Asa Aldricli, Harlow S. Wright, William 
V bl m 

Section 10, 1835. — Sereno B, Ames, Duncan McVean, 
Jacob W. Mann, Robert Rowley, Linard Boon, David D. 
Whitney. 

Section 11, 1835. — Duncan McVean, Abram Tompkins, 
Frederick Turner, Hiram Barnes, Artemus Humeston, 
Moses Johnson, Erastus Allen. 

Section. 12, 1836.— Wm. N. John.son, Klias Gage, Uriah 
B. Church, Nathaniel Swarthout, Sanford Sherman, Patience 
Sherman, Wm. B. Con ant. 

Section 13, 1835. — Ezra F. Fason, Archibald Lewis, 
Eiias Gage, Moses Johnsofi, Thomas Olney, Asa White, 
Milo White, Wm. N. Johnson. 

Section 14, 1835.— Wm. D. Rose, Elder Taylor, Abram 
Tompkins, Frederick Turner, Artemus Humeston, Nathaniel 
Swarthout, Samuel T. Sheriff. 

Section. 15, 1830.— Robt. Clark, Jr., Abram F. Bolton, 
William McCarty, Lot Gage, James B. Tompkins, John 
Strong. 

Section 16, 1837. — Aura Smith, Joseph Vanblarcom, 
Aaron P. Rose, Backus Fox, Harvey Spring, Franklin 
Barnes, Job Jordon, Benj. H. Smith, E, C. Jacokes. 

Section 17, 1830.— Martin Barnhart, Benj. II. Smith, 
Abram Aldrich, James Spencer. 

Section 18, 1831. — John Parkinson, Chauncey Barnes, 
Timothy Robinson, Abram Aldrich, Martin Barnhart, Isaac 
Barnhart. ' 

Section 19, 1833.— A. and W. Aldrich, Martin Barn- 
hart, W. Aldrich, E. S. Barnhart, Wm. Kelso, Content 
Smith, James Pendill, John Root, Wm. Rose, Hannah M, 
Allen. 

Section 20, 1830.— Henry Van Hyning, Benj. H. Smith, 
James Craig, Samuel Eslow, John Worden. 

Section 21, 1830.— John Corbus, Hugh Campbell, Maria 
Fowler, Smith & Corbus, Joseph C. Corbus, Jno. B. Mason, 
John Lyon, Octavus Mason. 

Section 23, 1830. — Edward S. Hanchett, Robert Clark, 
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Jr., Lot Gage, Stephen Hicltox, John Worden, Joseph L 
Oorbus, Joseph Vanblarcom. 

Section 23, 1835.— James B. Tompkins, Jacob \\ 
Mann, Obediah Dowuing, Ambrose W. Downing, Jonath 
Tajlor, Robert Gorball. 

Section 24, 1835. — Ambrose W. Downing, Joseph Va 
blarcom, Ezra T. Faxon, Jacob W. Mann, David Riley 
Cephas W. Clapp. 

Seclimt 25, 1836.— Lorenzo Wlnalow, Geoi^e Nethawa 
Peries Lincoln, John Worden, Jobn Abram, Jacob (_ 
Birtcli, Jehosapbat Grorball, Joel Chaffee, 

Section 26, 1836. — Margaret Beckman, Lorenzo Wit 
low, Geoi^e Nethaway, John Cole, E^jbert Gorbali, 

Seeli'm 27, 1835.— Real H. Randall, Daniel Brons. 
John Worden, Benj. P. Wright, Anthony Beckman, L 
renzo Winslow, Mason Chase, Aura Smith. 

Section 28, 1834.— Stephe [I All C bb J ro 

Pierce, Lyman Fox, James B T pk J h H 
Daniel Bronsoa. 

Section 29, 1831.— Henry V H D d B 

Ogden, James Craig, Asa A d h All C bb II m 
Brewer, John Moore. 

Section 30, 1833.— William Aid 1 8 ph B d ii 
Job Barnhart, Abram Aldrich 

&c(ioit 31, 1833.— Asa Aid h I ra I H H 
Aldrich, H. H. Aldrich, Lym SI J IW d d 

Section 33, 1835.— Israel H W !! Aid I 
tavns Mason, Elijah Murray, A AH h 

Section. 33, 1836.— Octavus Mason, Elijah Murray, 
Philo Dibble, Joseph Vanblarcom, Samuel Kingston. 

Section 34, 1836.— Cliarles P. Dibble, George Turner, 
Cornelius Vanaken. 

Section 35, 1836, — Andrew Shaffer, Aura Smiih, Backus 
Fox, Lorenzo D. Crippen, Philo H. Crippen. 

Section 36, 183G George Nethaway, Lyniau Fox, 

George Roseenina, David L. Hutchinson, Horatio N. Mon- 
roe, James H. Vanaken, Zelick W. Baker. 

CIVIL HISTORY. 

By an act of the Legislative Council of the Territory of 
Michigan, approved March 7, 1834, Girard was formed 
from Coldwater and Prairie River townships. 

Its boundaries originally, and the place for holding the 
first township-meeting, were by that act defined as follows : 

"SECTins 9. Al[ that part «f tUo *ounty of Rmnch oomprieed in 
HUTi'eyod townships 5 aoulh, in ranges 5, A, 7, and 8 west, he n tnwa- 
shlp by the name of Girard, and the Btst towns hip -meeting be held 

We thus find that, beginning with the old township of 
Green,* Girard was the fourth township oi^anized in the 

• Until June 2a, 1832, Green township inoluaad oil tbe lerrltorj 
in the county of Branch. The Legislative Council of Michigan 
Teiritory, bj na not apprOTSd at the date aforesaid, enacted as 
faltowe : 

"All that part of the county of Branch known and dietinguished 
on the survey of the United States as townships nninllercd 5, 6, 7 
uid fractional township 3, south of the base line, in ranges numbered 
5 and 8, west of the principal moritiian, bo a township by the name 
of Coldwater, and the Bret town ship- meeting shall be held at the 
hoase of John Morse, in said township." 

The romaindet of the county was formed into a township called 
Pr^rie Biver, and the flret town ship -meeting therein was ordered to 
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B Tompkins, Supervisor; Joseph C. Corbus, Town < 
a. Smith, John Parkinson, Justus Ooodwi " 
8; James G. Corb us, William Aldrioh, Robert Waldron, 
ames MeCarty, Collector nnd Constable : Stephen Hickoi, 
g, Asa Aldrich, Commissioners of Schools; James Crnig, 
. Overseers of the Poor; Benjamin H. Smith, James B. 
Of eph C. Corbus, Martin Barnhart, John Parkinson, In- 
Sohools; District I, Stephen Hickox ; District 2, Martin 

District 3, Asa Aldrich, Overseers of Highways. 

and carried that the Overseers of (he Poor he Pound- 

"Renhed, That for all wolves killed within the town, over four 
onths old, there be paid one dollar, and for all under four months, 50 



" Ilfivlvfii, That the ni 



" JonN PahbinsOS, Moderator. 
"Joseph C. Corbus, Clerk. 
"James B. Tompkins, /, P." 

At an election held in Girard township, April 4, 1835, 
for a delegate to the convention to form a State constitu- 
tion, Lewis T. Miller received 15 votes, and Silas A. Hol- 
brook, 14 votes. 

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS. 
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niel T. Olney. 


Aura Smith. 
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eph C. Corbus. 
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S44. " " '■ " Kobcrt Rowley. 

845. " " " " " " 

i. Martin Barnhart. " " Harvey L. Worden 

847. Elias Gage. Daniel T. Olney. Moses Tompkins. 

James B. Tompkins. Peter I. Mann. Aura Smith. 
Sol. L. Lawrence. Joseph C. Corbns. " " 

Aura Smith. " " Moses Tompkins. 

85!. James B. Tompkins. " " Aura Smith. 



be held at the house of Jabez Bronson. In otherwords, the i 
of the county was formed into a town called I) 
half was Ptairie Biver townshif 



other words, the east nail 
i (jfoidwatw, JUJ^-th^wajt 
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i862. Enoa T. Todd. 



ifl. George W, Viuiali 



Town CJerka. TroBeuren. 

Joseph C. Corbus. Joseph Hudson. 

" " Slephen D. Rainie 

Jeremiah Hnrdiog, David Chaunco;. 
JededLfth ToHipUiua. George B. Johnsor 
" " " Asa Perry. 

i] Shannon. 



Mid 



Wm. 8. Vunbli 





James B. Tompkins. 


ISSJ 


Allen C. Shcpardson 


83G 


James fl. Tompkins. 




John H. Clements. 




John B. iMasoa. 


1858 


John Demarest. 




Joseph C. Corbus. 




Joseph C. Corbus. 


8.ir 


James B. Tompkins. 


1357 


Ambrose B.ildwin. 


338 


Joseph C. Corbus. 


1858 


Enoe T. Todd. 


839 


Allen Cobb. 


1859 






William Aldrioh. 


1860 


Jededlah Tompkins. 


840 


Cornelius Vanaken. 


1881 


Philander Ueorge. 




A, N. Bradley. 


1862 


Enos T. Todd. 


8J1 


Blias Gngc. 




J. D. Smith. 




Joseph C. Corbus. 


18B5 


J. C. Picrec. 




A. N. Bradley. 


1861! 


Enos T. Todd. 


844 


Allen Cobb. 


1887 


A. R. Day, 




Peter 1. Monn. 


18118 




845 


Ambroae Baldwin. 




S. E. Speneor. 




George W. Stray. 


186il 


Sylvester E. Spenoer 


B4I) 


Joaeph C. Corbus. 




Ames Markham. 


847 


Philip Manehester. 


1870 


George A. Russell. 


818 


Thomas E. Cbnmpion. 


1871 


A. L. Smith. 


849 


Allen Cobb. 




John Walker. 


850 


Joseph C. Corbus. 


18J2 


A. K. Day. 




Ambrose Biild«in. 




Amos Marlihaui. 




Joseph Sponoer. 


1874 


lienry Pioree. 








C. E. Peer. 




Alexander C. Williams. 


1875 


Jonathan D. Smith. 


S&2 


Alexander C. Williams. 


1878 


Amasa R. Day. 


85R 


Ambrose Baldwin. 


1877 


Reuben A. Milligan. 


854 


BnoB T. Todd. 


1878 


George A. Russell. 




Allen Shep:irdson. 




C. E. Peer. 




Joseph Hudaun. 







ohn Wordcn. 
leojamin H. Smith. 
1. N. Bradley. 



38. Joseph Vanblaroon 
Martin Barnhart. 

39. Solomo r I 
Benjam H Sm I 

40. James B T mpk 
Peter I M 
Abram \ hi m 

1841. James B T pk 

Joaeph \ bl a 
Corneliu \ k 
!. JolinH LI m t 



1842. Harris Aldrich. 

1844. John H. Clement. 
Elias Gage. 
Josejih Vunblaroom. 

1845. LeviBntlor. 
Henry Pioroe. 
Corncliua Vanaken. 

184G. Philander Gould. 

Joseph Vanblareom. 

1847. Joseph C. Cotbua. 
George W. Stray. 
David C. Gould. 

1848. Abram Tomjikins. 
David C. Gould. 

1849. Daniel Cornell, Jr. 

1850. Bodney O.Smith, 
indcr C. William, 



1851. A 



n Tompkini 



1357, John H. Clement. 

1858. Rodney 0. Smith. 

1859. Backus Pox. 
Sylvester E. Spencer. 

1860. Backus Pox. 
1881. Ambrose Baldnin. 
1362, Allen C. Shcpardson. 



Baldwin 



1867. Ambroao Baldwin 

1868, Sylvcstor B. Spon 
1889. Allen C- Shepardt 
ISTO. Ambrose Baldwin 



1852. James Sper 

1853. Robert Gorball. 
1954. Edwin Wheeler. 

1855. James Spenoor. 
Ira Mnrkham. 

1856. William Biibcock 



INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

Rr/ath.~-Th(3 following is the description of tlie first 
highway laid out by township authorities : 

" Coninienting at the county line at the corners of sec- 
tions 33 and 34, township 4 south, range 6 west, and sec- 
tions 3 and 4 of township 5 south, range G west, and runs 
thence south on section line nine miles to the corners of 
15, 16, 21, and 22, of township 6 south, range 6 



" Surveyed by J. H. Tompkins, July, 1831. William 
H, Cross and Edward S. Hanchett, Highway Commissioners 
of the township of Green, St. Joseph Co., Territory of 
Michigan." 

Ruihoad: — The road-bed of ttie proposed MansSeld, 
Coldwater and Lake Michigan Railroad enters the township 
from the south, and intersecting sections 33, 28, 21, 16, 9, 
8, 5, and 6, leaves it near the northwest corner. The 
work was performed in 1872. Residents of Girard by 
subscriptions paid in about $17,000 to assist in its con- 
struction. 

Ditches. — -Of late years a system of ditching has been 
inaugurated, which has greatly increased the value of lands. 
The work is superintended by a drain commissioner, who 
is elected annually. 

STATISTICAL— 1 839-1 874. 
A comparative statement of the number of inhabitants, 
acres owned and improved, live stock, agricultural 
etc., of 1839 ts. 1874, 



Smith, 320 acres wild, 120 improved, i 
Bidwell, 1 horse, 1 wagon. 



yL-oogic 
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Abii Aldrich, 680 acres 
Lyman Aldtioh, 130 ai 



wild, 2 horses, 1 wttgon, S 
I Estlow, 102 noree wild, 8 improved, 2 eo 
n Aldrioh, 386 aorea wild, 15 improved, 1 



David Stonton, 30 acrea wild, 2 h 


rses, 1 oow. 


Samnel and Jnmfa Craig, 130 ac 




wagon, 2 oien, 15 cowa. 




John Strong, 120 ncrea wild, 3 oowa. 


Denois Daj, 2 oows. 




Allen Cohh, 120 acres wild, 2 oso 




B. McDonald, 2 cows. 




Christian Estlow, 200 acres wild. 




William Eldridge, 160 aeres wild 


2 horses, 1 wagon, 


William Rose, 110 acrea wild, 10 


niproved, 1 wagon 


Chaunoey Barnes, BO norcs wild, 


horse, 2 oxen, 1 c 


M. B. Bornhart, 179 acres Wild, 1 


wagon, 2 oxen, 1 . 


John Worden, 100 acrca wild, 2 


improved, 3 horst 


John Moore, 120 acres wild, 2 ho 


ses, 1 wagon, 2 oi 


Thoniaa Wnej, 840 acres wild, 2 


liorsea, 1 wagon, 2 


Bockua Fos, 80 acres wild, 2 hor 


les, 1 wagon. 


B. U. Randall, 80 aores wild land 




Stciihen Hiokok, 120 acroa wild, 


oxen, 2 oowa. 


Jamea Pierce, 2J0 acrea wild, 1 w 


agon, 2 oien, 1 co 


George Boseorans, 40 nores wild. 


loow. 


Aura Smitb, atore and goods, va 


ued at $380. 


Rodney 0. Smith, 80 iwrea wild 1 


md. 


Corneliua Vaoflken, 240 acroa wi 


d, 1 wagon, 2 oien 


Andrew Shaver, 200 aoree wild, 


wagon, 2 oxen, 2 


Joseph C. CorhuB, 154 acrea wild 


U improved, 2 h 


John B. Maaon, 160 acres wild, 2 


oxen, 1 cow. 


Jacob W. Mann, 905 acrea wild. 


ia improved, 1 w 


Joseph Vauhlaroom, 160 acres « 


Id, 2 horses. 


Abram Vanblarcom, 150 acrea w 


d, 10 improved, 1 


John Vanblarcom, 160 acres wild 


2 horses. 



w^ons, 4 cowe. 

Levi Kingston, 2 horses, 1 wagon, 1 oow. 

James B. Tompkins, 305 acres wild, 25 improv 

John Rose, 80 acres wild land. 

Robert Gorball, 120 acres wild, 2 o.\en. 

Lvman Foi, 405 acres wild, 25 improved, 2 hor 



John Corbus- eelate, 1 


6 acrea wild, 45 acres improv 


d. 


Benjamin P. Wright, 


acres wild land. 




Peter I. Mann, 160 ao 


■es wild land. 




Addiot Bradley, 200 ft< 


res wild, 2 oxen, 1 cow. 




Eoswell Crippen, 73 a 


res wild, 1 oow. 




Joahna Whitney, 475 


rfirca wild, 1 wagon, 2 osen, 1 


eow. 


Abram Tompkina, 240 


aeres wild, 2 oxen, 2 cows. 




Samuel White, 80 aore 


a wild, 1 cow. 




Mosea Johnson, 120 0* 


res wild, 1 wagon, 2 oxen. 




Archibald Lewia, 80 a 


res wild, 2 oxen, 1 cow. 




Bliaadage, 200 acres wild land. 






1874 




Populnt on 
Number ot fa m 




1313 


farm lands 


22 518 


01 








bar ested 18 J 


3 073 
1 ^5 


buahelB 


of wl e t 










„ 


ali otbe g a n 


' 712 
7 76S 






2 074 




w ol sheared 






pork ma ketod 


1 4 812 






24 49S 




butter made 





Number ot pounds of fruit dried for market, 1873. 30,273 

barrels eider made 677 

" pounds maple-sugar 5,003 

Horses over one year o^ 1874 708 

Mules *• 

Work-oxen 16 

Milk cows. '™ 

Cattle other than oowB and oxen 88S 

Swine over sii months old 1,017 

Sheep " ■' '■ S.SfiS 

Sheep sheared, 1873 3.' 40 

VILLAGES. 

The village of Uirard occupies a central [loaition in the 
township. It is built upon llio corner of sections 15, 16, 
21, and 22, and is on tlie line of the proposed Mansfield, 
Coidwater and Lake Michigan Railroad, six miles due 
north from Coidwater, It contains throe church edifices 
(Methodist Episcopal, Baptist, and Free-Will Baptist), three 
stores of general merchandise, a post-office, which receives 
a daily mail, a district school-house with two departments, 
several small mechanic-shops, and about 150 inhabitants. 
The first settlers on or near its site were Kichard Corbus, 
Edward S. Hanchett, who ei'eetcd the first frame bam in 
the township, on the northwest corner of section 22. John 
and Joseph C. Corbus, William McCarly, and James B. 
Tompkins. Aura Smith located on section 16, and sold the 
first goods in the township, about 1837. Dr. Chauncej, 
the first physician, came in September 19, 1843. Dr. 
Cliabe has been a resident physician since 1870. Drs. 
Arnold, Coleridge, Burnham, Allen, Brewster, and Baasett 
have also practiced here at different periods. 

SCHOOLS. 

It is st,ited by ciiily residents that thi- first j-chool -bouse 
in the township was situated near the northwest corner of 
the village, and was built about 1832 or 183!!, and that 
the first teachers wove Miss Laura Tibbetts, Miss Ames, 
and John B. Mason. 

The following is the earliest written record we can find 
concerning schools : 

" At a meeting of the inhabitants of school district No. 
1 , in the town of Girard, called for the purpose of taking 
action in n^ard to building a school-house, John Parkin- 
sun was elected moderator, and John B. Mason clerk, 
whereupon it was voted to build a school-house 20 feet 
long and 18 feet wide, said house to be built of logs, and 
erected on the northwest corner of lauds now belonjrfng to 
John B. Maaon. The building is estimated to cost 8G7. 

"GiBAttn, Nov. 19, 1834." 

The following statistics are gathered from the report of 
the board of school inspectors, made Sept. 1, 1878: 

Whole No. of districts and parts of distriola 10 

Wumber of whole diatiiets 6 

" parts of diatricta 4 

" stone Bohool-housM. 4 

" brick " " 2 

framed " " * 

Seatine oanaoity of all the honses 4S0 

Value of school property $8800.00 

Number of ohildren of school age residing in 

the township ^^ 

Number of children attending school during the 

year ■ ^^J 

Kumbcr of graded schools. I 

" male teaohers employed during the 



HISTORY OF BRANCH COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 



237 



Aggrvgnts uumbvr of montlia tuught b; ninlo 

Aggregate number of moaCbe tnught by female 

teaehflri 60i 

Amount of eolary ya.id to male Uachere : S11IS.76 

" anlarj paid to female leaeherB 784.50 

Total Bmouiit paid to teocheie $ISM.2S 

Whole number of volumes in tannehip librar;.... 236 

" " " added during the jear. 28 

Amount of tiote received from oountj treasurer... SI8.78 

Amonat paid for books for tovnship library 133.95 

Total reaeipta for the year, including eaah on bund 
Sept. 2, ISTT, two-mill tax, primary school fund, 
tuition of non-resident Echolars, and direct 

tftXfttion , S326C.68 

PATR0N9 OP HUSBANDEY. 

Girnrd Gt-ange. No. 136, P. of II., was ot^anized by 
Grand Deputy C. L. King with 60 charter members, Nov. 
25, 1873, and the following offieere were dttly chosen by 
ballot and installed for the year 1873 : G. \V. Vanakin, 
Master; G. A. Russell, Overseer; S. B. Spencer, Lecturer; 
G. W. Jones, Steward ; T. L. Whit-e, Asst. Steward ; R. 
B. Hollinbeck, Chaplain ; Amos Markham, Treas. ; A. L. 
Smith, Sec; J. M, Baldwin, Gatekeeper; Mrs. G. W. 
Vanakin, Ceres; Mrs. I. L. Nye, Pomona; Miss Eva 
Paddock, Flora; Mrs. J. M. Baldwin, Lady Asst. Steward. 

The grange has elected the same Master and Secretary 
each succeeding year to and including the present one. 

Tlie following persons compose the board of officers for 
the year 1879: G. W. Vanakin, Master ; R.F.Parker, 
Overseer; G. W. Jones, Steward; Warren Walker, Asst. 
Steward; J. M. Walker, Chaplain; S. E. Spencer, Lectu- 
rer; Wm. V. Worden, Treas.; A. L. Smith, Sec; M, 
Dyon, Gatekeeper ; Misa Ida Vanblarcom, Ceres ; Miss 
Cynthia Downs, Pomona ; Miss Adie Phillips, Flora ; Mrs. 
J. M. Baldwin, Lady Asst. Steward; G. L. Palmer, 
Business Agent ; B. H. Smith, Chorister ; G. A. Russell, 
Asst. Chorister; Miss Eva Paddock, Organist. 

Number of present members, 102. 

The grange meets in the Girard Union town-hall on 
Wednesday evenings once in two weeks. 

CHURCHES. 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

The Methodists were the first to hold meetings of a re- 
ligious character in this township. As early as 1831 and 
'32, meetings were hold at the residence of John Cornish, 
and iu the school-house in later years. At these meetings 
the pioneers listened to the preachings of Allen Tibbetts, 
Rev. Mr. Colclasure, and other circuit preachers, as well as 
to several of their own local preachers, John B. Mason 
being among the latter class. 

The oi^anization of the church as it exists to-day goes 
back to about the year 1 840. The records kept arc in- 
complete and meagre. From thein, however, we learn that 
the first board of trustees was composed of the following 
members ; Lyman Fox, Mason Chase, Joseph C. Corbus, 
John Parkinson, Lyman Aldrich, Benjamin H. Smith, 
John Worden. 

The first church edifice was erected in the year 1844, 
costing not far from $1000. Levi Butler, one of the first 
members, was the builder, and Rev. Mr. Hudson pastor 
during the same time. 



The circuit in which the Girard charge was situated, 
thirty-five years ago, embraced the following appointments ; 
East Girard, West Girard, Bronson, Clizbe's (now Quincy), 
Brooks School-house, York's house, Branch, Day's, and 
Union, 

The first quarterly conference for the Girard circuit 
was held at the Girard meeting-house, Nov. 28, 1846. 

After the usual exercises, on motion, Joseph C. Corbus 
was appointed secretary. The following brethren, whose 
names are marked " p," were present; A. M. Fitch, P. E., 
p, ; W. E. Biglow, P. C, p. ; Jacob Hamlin, Ex., p. ; Ma- 
son Chase, C. L., p. ; E. Barker, C. L., p. ; 8. White, C. 
L., p. ; John Reynolds, a. ; D. Powers, a. ; Abram Smith, 
p, ; Eiisha Day, p. 

At this conference the following persona were elected 
stewards of the church : Lyman Fox, Hiram Clizbe, John 
Parkinson, David Powers, Jesse Brooks, Joseph C. Corbus, 
and John Bassett. 

The following receipts were reported to this conference; 
East Girard, $8.45 ; West Girard, $14.35 ; Brooks Class, 
81.00 ; York House, $0.00 ; Bronson, $0.00 ; Clizbe, $0.00 ; 
Public Collection, $3.36. 

The settlement of the board of stewards with the pastor, 
Rev. W. E. Biglow, at the close of the same year (1846) 
was as follows : " Quarterage, $216 ; table expenses, $50 ; 
house-rent, $10 ; moving and fire-wood, $29." 

Mr. Biglow has been succeeded by the following-named 
pastors; Revs. D. C. Jacokes, 1847; H. Pcnfield, 1849; 
V. G. Boynton (who was promised, in addition to a small 
salary, "a glorious good donation"), 1851 ; Nathan Mount, 
1853 ; Noah Fassett, 1855 ; I. I. Buell, 1857 ; I. N. 
Thomas,1858; I. Taylor (the Chrysostom of the Michigan 
Conference), 1859 ; T. J. Hill, 1860 ; George Lee, 1861 ; 
J, J. Clubine, 1862 ; T. J. Congdon, 1864 ; Isaac Bennett, 
1865 ; I. Taylor, 1867 ; W. H. Ware (the boy-preacher), 
1868 ; A. A. Dunton, 1869 ; F. Gage, 1871 ; E. H. Day 
(who, because of his genial qualities, remained three years), 
1872; W.M. Paddock, 1875; and W. M, Colby, the pres- 
ent pastor, 1878. 

The church edifice was repaired in 1848 at a cost of 
about $700 ; and again in 1876, making it substantially a 
new structure, at a cost of $3000. It has sittings for 300 
people, which are all taken. The present membership 
numbers 160. Number of pupils in Sabbath- school, 80. 
Ira Nye, Sunday-school Superintendent. Mr. George W. 
Stray served as superintendent of Sabbath-schools for a 
period of twenty years. 

THE FIUBT BAPTIST CHUaCH. 

The firat meeting of this society was held at the house 
of William Vanblarcom, in Girard, Wednesday, June 8, 
1851. Those present formed themselves into a conference, 
looking to the formation of an independent church. Rev. 
Edwin Eaton, of the Coldwatcr Church, ofi'ered prayer, 
and delivered a brief discourse as to their duties. The 
constituent member of this society, thirteen in number, had 
all been members of the Coldwater and Tekonsha Churches, 
Their names were as follows : " William Vanblarcom, E. 
M. Waldo, Geoi^e B, Johnson, Amasa R. Day, E. T. 
Todd, Mary Smith, Harriet C. Day, Sirah Buhv l*Jv-> 
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Vanblarcom, Matilda B. Waldo, Alvina Todd, Eunice L. 
Burr, and Mary Olney. 

E. T. Todd was the first deacon elected, and remains as 
Buch at tlie present time. During the first year of its 
esiatence, Elder Eaton preached to the ixicitty once in four 
weeks; Rev. John Sage was called in December, 1860; 
Daniel Peace came 1862 ; Thomas Rohinson, 1863 ; H. C. 
Reals, 1868; William H. Prentiss, 1870; A. M. Buck, 
1872; William Remington, 1874; J. H. Crooker, 1875; 
and E. R. Clark, the present pastor, in April, 1878. 

Soon after the formation of the society Mr. William 
Vanblarcom hought the old district school-house for the 
snm of $300, and presented it to the church. It was re- 
paired, reseated, and, until the partial completion of the 
new church -edifice, was in use as their house of worship. 

The lot on which the present church edifice is built was 
purchased of H. E. Carle, in October, 1872, at a cost of 
8200. Nov. 27, 1875, E. T. Todd, Reuben MHligan, and 
J. J. Hudson were appointed a building committee, " to 
mature and carry out plans for building a church edifice." 
The structure was commenced in 1876, and at the present 
time the exterior and basement story only are completed. 
It has cost thus fer about $2000. Present membership, 
40. Number of scholars in Sabbath-school classes, 50. 
Mr. 0. L, Smart, Sunday-school superintendent. 

FREE-WILL BAPTIST CHURCH. 

This society was organized May 10, 1849, by Elders 
Elwood, Whitoumb, and J. J. Wilkins. The origii.al mem- 
bers were thirteen in number, as follows r L. Y. Limbocker, 
Diadama Limbocker, John Loriog, Mary Loring, N. M. 
Millard, Cynthia Millard, ChaFfes Lane, Henrj Aurend 
Matilda Aurend, Alexander Ladow, John Smart Anna 
Cutler, and Mary E. Cutler. The present church edi!i;,e 
was erected in 1856. It cost, with bell, $1600 and has 
sittings for 225 persona. The building committee consisted 
of Elder Elijah Cook, James B. Tompkins, H. Coddington 
A. Hoard, and S. Kingston. 

Their first pastor was Rev. J. J. Wilkins, who rcmaintd 
four years. He has been followed in subseijuent jears by 
Revs. Elijah Cook, L. B. Whitcomb, F, P. An^er F G 
Chadock, H, E. Whipple, M. R. Kenaey, E. J Reiille 
and Elder Morey. 

The society is small in numbers, and without a pastor at 
the present writing. 

Our acknowledgments are due to Hon. James B. Tomp- 
kins, Peter I. Mann, Joseph Vanblarcom, Dr. Moses E. 
Chauncey, Rev. W. M. Colby, A. R. Day, Henry E. Carle, 
N. M. Millard, James E. Perry, Mrs. B. H. Smith, Mrs. 
S. A. Smith (of Quincy), the Misses Craig, and many 
others, to all of whom we desire to return our sincere 
thanks for the valuable information derived from them. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

DR. MOSES B. CHAUNCEY. 

Among the prominent physicians for whom Branch 

County is noted, none occupy a more enviable position 



than Dr. Moses E. Chauncey. A residence of over thirty- 
sii£ yeara in Girard, during which time he has been actively 
engjged in the duties of his profession, has not only fully 
demonstrated his ability as a physician, but his worth as a 
citizen 

He was born in Galway, Saratoga Co., N. Y Nov 15 
1809 His parenis were New England people and early 
settlers in Saratoga Mr Chauncey lived at home assisting 
them on the farm summers, and attending school winters 
^cl]ul^lng a fair education In the winters of 1842 md 
184vJ he attended the Albany Medical College, graduating 
with honor, and afterwards graduated at the Cincinnati 
Eclectic College. 

He came to Girard, Mich., Sept. 19, 1843 and com 
m en ced practice immediately. He marriedLucindj, d tugh 
terof Abraham andSally (Cook) Hudson, of Ualwiy N Y 
who died Nov. 8, 1860. He married again in May, 1862. 

In polities Dr. Chauncey is a staunch Democrat of the 
Jaoksouian type. 



HENRY PIEROK. 
Henry Pierce was born among the Green Mountains of 
Vermont, Dec. 5, 1808, the eldest of ten children. He 
accompanied his father, when a lad of eight years, to 
Orleans Co., N. Y., where they were occupied with fanning 
pursuits. He was married Nov. 9, 1834, to Miss Betsey, 
daughter of Silas and Lavinia (Clark) Beebe, at Claren- 
don, Orleans Co., N. Y. Mrs. Pierce was also a Vermont 
lady, having been born in Clarendon, in that State. Mr. 
and Mrs. Pierce wore lured by the charms of the West 
to <,mi_rite and in 1839 time to the township of Girard 
and purchased forty atres of hnd on section 7 establishing 
Thome at that point They have had three childien all 
of whom are njw dectased Mr Pieri-e pissed through 
some luterestin^ experiences dunng his early pioneer life 
Iht land he purchased cost two hundred and fourteen 
dollars and when paid for left hira but fourtun lollars 
the mooL.y being m biUa of a broken bank Foi months 
they were reduced to one sdier sixpence whieh emhriced 
all their cash capital He cleared twenty acres witl out a 
team and the rem under with a pair of joung oxen J^aler 
he disposed of his farm which contained one hundred and 
five acres, and moved to Girard Centre, in 1868. Mr. and 
Mrs, Pierce are now in comfortable circumstances, and en- 
joying in advanced years the result of their industry and 
enterprise. 



MRS. ELIZA CRAIG. 
Among the pioneers of Branch County the name of Mre. 
Eliza Craig, of Girard, deserves conspicuous mention. She 
was the daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth Downes, and was 
born May 25, 1795, in the county of Armagh, Ireland. 
Determining to emigrate to the new country across the 
Atlantic, she sailed in April, 1821, and took up her resi- 
dence in Morristown, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y. While 
there she married Samuel Craig, Dec. 2, 1823. In 1829, 
having a desire to explore the prairie lands of Michigan, 
they started for the West, and firat Ipcat^ wtha-ts^sbip 




DR-MOSES E CHAUHCa. 




^RS EUZA CRAIQ. 



y Google 



y Google 



!#'■ 
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of Allen, Hillsdale Co., two years later coming to Girard. 
Mrs. Craig enjoyed the proud distinction of giving birth 
to the first white male child in Girard, who was born the 
4th of September of the same year. We clip the follow- 
ing from a leading county paper, as giving a fair estimate 
of the charactftr of Mrs. Cmig : " She has always been an 
upright, conscientious. Christian lady, joining the Presby- 
terian Church in this city in 1843, She was a kind and 
considerate mother, an excellent, neighbor, and a woman 
whom all of her acquaintances loved. She was a good 
specimen of the pioneer mothers of our county, ever ready 
and milling to extend a helping hand to the poor and needy, 
and God had spared her lile to see the praiiie that was her 
home for ao many years become one of the most populous 



and fertile parts of our county, dotted with happy homes 
and surrounded by schools and churches, whose bells rang 
out sweet music to this aged Christian mother. May her 
memory remain green in the hearts of all who knew her I" 
Mr. and Mrs. Craig had six children, namely, Mary Jane, 
James, David, Daniel, Samuel, and Eliai. James and 
Daniel died the 28th of August, 1841, in Girard. Samuel 
died the 2d of January, 1856, in Eureka, Cal. The three 
remaining children are residents of Girard, and live on 
property left them by their parents. Samuel Craig emi- 
grated from the same locality with his wife some years 
earlier, and died March 2, 1847. Mrs. Craig at the lime 
of her death had reached the good old age of eighty-three 
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Algansee, designated in the United States survey as 
township No. 7 south, of range No. 5 west, is situated 
upon the east border of the county, southeast from Cold- 
water City. It is bounded on the east by Hillsdale County, 
north by Qtiincy, west by Ovid, and south by California, 
townships in Branch County. 

Its surface is rolling, and well drained by numerous small 
creeks. Originally it was heavily timbered, except the 
southwest corner, where were found several hundred acres 
of burr-oak openings. 

The principal streams are known locally as Hanchett and 
Bickford Creeks, deriving their names from those of early 
settlors. The former flows in a northwest course through 
the centre of the township, and empties its waters into 
Marble Lake. The latter takes its rise from a small lake, 
situated upon section 27, and flows thence westerly across 
the southwest corner. 

Bartholomew Lake lies wholly within section 7, while 
Middle Lake and the southern part of Marble Lake occupy 
portions of sections 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8. Other small lakes 
are found upon sections 9, 23, and 27. The entire lake 
surface of the township includes an area of about 700 

The soil consists of a sandy loam, intermixed with a 
dark vegetable mould. It is of good quality, and in the 
amount and nature of its products compares favorably with 
other townships in the county. 

FIRST LAND ENTRIES. 

The first entries for lands in this township were made by 
Jedediah Jessup, of Monroe Co,, N. Y,, Sept. 12, 1835, 
being the northeast one-fourth of section 30 ; Charles But- 
ler, of New York City, bought all of section 1, and the 
north one-half of section 12, Nov. 9, 1836; Asahel Brown 
pait of fcotions 31 and 32, Jan. 1, 1836 ; Nathan Austin, 



the same date, 160 acres of section 32; Luther Styles, 160 
acres on section 9, Jan, 6, 1836 ; and Ludovicus Robbins 
720 acres on sections 15 and 22, Mar. 31, 1836. 

The following list embraces the names of those who pur- 
chased of the government subsequently : 

Section 1, 1835.* — Charles Butler. 

Section 2, 1835.— Allen Hubbard, Sumner & Clark, 
Jason Ransom, George Smith. 

Section 3, 1836,— Moses Hill, Jesse Hill, Elijah Hill, 
Nelson N. Sprague, Sumner & Clark. 

Section 4, 1836.— Sumner & Clark, Zenas C. Conley, 
Ralph Grow, Zina H. Hastings, Mary Ann Wright, Lucas 
Joseph. 

Section 5, 1857.— Silas Crane. 

Section 6, 1836.— Eli Gray, Boswcll J, Hayward, John 
Easton, Norman Barber, Alexander S. Berry, Isaac Wethey, 
Charles W. Felt. 

Section 7, 1836.— Hiram Alden, Roswell J. Hayward, 
A. S. Moss, Sardis Johnson, Kli Culver. 

Section. 8, 1836.— William S. Hawkins, Horace New- 
comb, Sumner & Clark. 

Section 9, 1836.— Luther Stiles, James H. Hanchett, 
Ira S. Mudge. 

Section 10, 1836.— Daniel Williams, Cicero Webster, 
Peter D. Post, Cornelius Post, Jr., Jacob Nichols, Isaac 
Ambler. 

Section 11, 1836.— Abraham Phillips, Charles Powell, 
Sumner & Clark, Almon H, White. 

Section 12, 1835.— Charles Butler, Charles Powell, 
Samuel H. Gale, Harvey Carpenter, Thomas B. Palmer. 

Section 13, 1836, — Morris Crater, Lazarus Culver, 
Henry Phelps, William Johnson, David Johnson. 
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Section 14, 1836.— Abraham Phillips, Sumner & Clark. 

Section 15, 1836.— Ludovicua Ikibhins, Benjaniin Stout, 
William R. Hawkins, Sumner & Clark. 

Section 16, 1849.— L. B. Robbins. 

Section 17, 1836. — Richard Abbey, Horace Neweomb, 
William Easton, Nancy Barber, Alpheus Hill. 

Section 18, 1836. — Roswell J. Hayward, Suiuuer & 
Clark, C. B. Jones, John F. Packard, Jonathan Bick- 
ford, Jasper Underbill, Charles Bickford. 

Section 19, 1836.— Orriii Wylljs, Benjamin Tindall, 
Azam Purdj, Isaac George, Samuel M. Dennison, Stephen 
Whiteliouse, Oliver Fuller, Reuben J. Champlin. 

Section 20, 1836.— John Ackerson, Philip H. Jewell, 
Henry Buell, H. D. Mudge, Anson Beardsley, Carlton V. 
Clark, Aaron Tompkins. 

Section 21, 1837.— William Prentiss, Eleazer Baker, 
Jonathan Bickford, Hiram Thompson, Lucas Joseph, 
Aaron Simpkins, Benjamin Craig, Bnoa O. Berry. 

Section 22, 1836.— Ludovieus Robbins, Allen Hubbard, 
William R. Hawkins, Josiah Burge. 

Section 23, 1836.— Allen Hubbard, Isaac Bradle, Thomas 
Dougherty, Silas Crane, William Johnson, Isaac F, Camp 

Section 24, 1836. — James Patterson, Honry Phelps, 
Ezekiel Gardner. 

Section 25, 1836. — James Patterson, Orange Dean, Jr 
Ansel Nichols, Ezekie! Gardiner, Henry Phelps, David 
Johnson, Elias Hakes. 

Section 26, 1836. — James Patterson, Jason Cowles 

A. Moscly, Avory Farnham, William Lawson Coe, Harry 
Teal. 

Section 27, 1836.— Joseph R. Williams, Ezekiel Gard- 
ner, Alvah N. Jones, Isaac Quimby, Samuel Mowry. 

Section 28, 1836.— Joseph R. \Villiams, Horace Purdy, 
Joseph Farrar, Silas Crane, Isaac George. 

Section 29, 1836.— William Martin, Horace Purdy, 
Jesse Craft, Otis Wilter, David Tift, Benjamin F. Rioli- 
moud, James Nichols, Isaac George, Benjamin Craig, 
Daniel Bickford. 

Section 30, 1835. — Jcdediah Jossup, William Martin, 
Orrin Wyllya. 

Section 31, 1836.— Asahel Brown, Samuel Mulhollcu, 
Joshua Baker, Jasper Underbill. 

Section 33, 1836.— Nathan Austin, Asahel Brown, 
Thomas Blackwood, 

Section 33, 1836.— Thomas Pratt, Ezra 8. E. Brainard, 
Abigail Shumway, Asahel Brown, Joseph R, Williams. 

Section 34, 1836.— Sumner & Clark, Joseph W. Law- 
rence, Jr., Joseph W. Lawrence, Ezekiel Gardner, Joseph 

B. Williams. 

Section 35, 1836.— Sumner & Clark, Ezekiel Gardner, 
Jesse Doyle, Orsamon Horton, Gideon Draper, Arunah 
Mosely, Charles Peaslee, Joshua Pridgeon, Carlton V. 
Clark, John Doyle. 

Section 36, 1836.— Rodolp bus E. Knight, William Bar- 
row, Eaekiel Gardner. 

FIRST SETTLEMENTS, 

From the best sources of information now obtainable, it 
is believed that Luther Stiles and Ludovico or Ludovieus 
Robbins were the first settlers in the territory now known 



as Algansee township. They had visited the locality pre- 
viously, had purchased their lands of the government, and 
erected, or caused to be erected, each a good, substantial log 
dwelling-house. Stiles' purchase consisted of 240 acres 
upon section 9, and Robbins' of 560 acres upon sections 
15 and 22. Although not traveling together, nor from 
the same locality, nor in any way concerned as partners, by 
a curious coincidence, both moved their families into the 
township the same day. 

Until after leaving the Chicago road the elder had the 
lead, but by his team becoming " stalled," — a very frequent 
occurrence in those days, — Stiles passed him, and reached 
his domicile— which had neither floor, doors, or windows 

Mr. Robbins came from Erie Co., N. Y., and was accom- 
panied by some four or five sons. He was a Presbyterian 
minister, a tall, muscular man, a devout Christian, and 
noted among the eai'ly settlers for his many eccentricities. 

Luther Stiles in the fail of 1836, in partnership with 
Morris Crater, began the construction of a saw-mill, which 
WIS Gaishtd in February, 1837. This was the first mill 
er(,Lted in the township, and stood upon the site of the 
jresent old mill, known a.s the Tompkins saw-mill. During 
the jtir 1837, Stiles sold out bis one-half interest in the 
mdl to Crater, and removed from the township. 

Moins Crater came from Lima, Livingston Co., N. Y., 
and arrived in the township " the day after the Fourth 
lI JuI> I did," 1836. He purchased lands upon section 
13, but after a period of about five years be sold out and 
removed to his present residence in Quincy township. 

Asahel Brown, for many years the one prominent man 
among all others in the township, came from Monroe Co., 
N. Y., and settled in Lenawee Co., Mich,, in 1832, where 
he remained for about four years, when, having purchased 
800 acres of the government, situated upon sections 31,32, 
and 33, he removed his .family to their present location, 
July 3, 1836. His purchase was largely composed of burr- 
oak openings, easily brought into cultivation, and being the 
possessor of two strong yoke of oxen, seed, and the neces- 
sary amount of capital, which he had gained by the sale of 
his property in Lenawee, he was enabled to plow and sow 
to wheat forty acres during the fell of 1836. He was the 
first supervisor of the township, and was re-elected, and 
served in that capacity for a period of twenty-one years. 
He also represented Branch County in the State Legislature 
and in constitutional conventions, reference to which is 
more particularly made in a biographical sketch accompany- 
ing his portrait. 

John Ackerson, who purchased the first land upon sec- 
tion 22, came from the southern part of Ohio, and settled 
a few weeks later than Mr. Brown. His son Abraham and 
an adopted daughter, Katy, were the first to be married in 
the township. They were married by Samuel Beach in 
the spring of 1837. 

In September, 1836, Ezra S. E, Brainard, accompanied 
by his wife and two small children, started from Gaines- 
ville, Wyoming Co. (then Genesee Co.), N. Y., and with 
an OS-team and wagon drove to Buffalo ; from thence to 
Detroit the journey was accomplished by steamboat ; then 
with the same team and wagon to John Ackerson's house, 
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where he arrived Oct. 7, 1836. His family remained 
under Mr. Ackerson's roof for five or six weeks, or until he 
could put up a. log dwelling on the 80 acres at present 
occupied by him. Thomas I'ratt. a brother-in-law of Mr. 
Brainard, had visited Michigan in the spring of 1836, and 
bought of the government two 80-acre iots, upon section 
33, one for himself and one for Brainard. 

Mr. Pratt settled in the township about sis weeks later 
than Mr. Brainard. 

Jesse Crafl and his step-son, James Nichois, eame in 
during the same season, and sowed wheat upon section 29. 
But they did not settle permanently until the spring of 
1837. 

David Tift came from Niagara Co., N. Y., in 1831, and 
settled first near Saline, Washtenaw Co., Mich., where he 
remained until the summer of 1836, when he removed to 
Kinderhook, in this county. In the fail of the same year 
he sold out to John Waterhouse, purchased of the govern- 
ment 160 acres situated upon section 29 of this township, 
and became a permanent resident soon after. He died at 
the age of fifty-three years. During the war of the Rebel- 
lion, five sons, viz., Allison A., Albert J., Horace, Jerome 
B., and Roswell D,, served in the Union army. Horace, a 
member of the 5th Michigan Cavalry, was starved to death 
in the Andersonville prison -pen. 

The year 1837 witnessed the arrival and settlement of 
Leonard Nelson upon seclion 13, Almon Nichols upon sec- 
tion 25, Nathan Austin upon section 32, Horace Purdy 
upon sections 28 and 29, and Isaac George upon sections 
la, 28, and 29. 

Daring the year 1838 the settlement was still further 
increased in numbers by the settlement of John Vander- 
hoff and Eli Gray, upon section 6. Seth E. Hanchett and 
Samuel B. Hanchett, brothers, upon section 9 ; Barney 
Smith, section 13; Andrew Crater, a brother of Morris, 
section 15 ; Jasper UnderhiU, section 31 ; Daniel Bickford, 
section 29 ; S. L. Bradley, section 25 ; H. Hildreth, section 
25 ; Thomas Goodman, section 22 ; Jesse Doyle, upon sec- 
tion 35, and George Tift. 

Among other quite early residents who settled in subse- 
quent years were Jonathan Bovee, Roswell J. Hayward, 
Jesse Doyle, Ascl Withey, John Kenyon, Jonathan K.. 
Bickford, Charles Bickford, James Nichols, Benjamin 
Craig, Ralph Bailey, Samuel T. Pales, Ebenezer Adams, C. 
T. Goodman, Sylvenus Clark, Harrison Scott, Carlton V, 
Clark, Benjamin Ilobbs, Sylvester Canfield, Nathaniel 
Fisher, Erastus Bradley, Thomas Clark, William M. Clark, 
Thomas Clark, Jr., Samuel M. Dennison, John Whitney, 
D. J. Sprague, John P. Pettibono, William Houck, and 
Orton Hosie. 

Thomas Clark, a soldier of 1812, accompanied by five 
sons and three daughters, came from Erie Co., N. Y., in 
1833, and settled first near Amden's Corners, now Bellvue, 
Ohio, where he remained three years. He then removed to 
Lagrange, Ind., and remained five years. 

In 1841, William, one of the sons, settled at Fisher's 
Corners, in Algansee township. The following year the 
fitther and Thomas, Jr., came into the township. Thomas, 
Jr., worked for Nathaniel Fisher one year, and at the ex- 
piration of his time was assigned to take for his pay forty 
31 



acres of land, where Samuel H. Keeler now resides. In 
1851 he sold out his farm and removed to Reading, Hills- 
dale Co., where he opened the first store in 1854, After 
a short residence in Van Buren County, he removed to 
Quincy village in 1860, and for some years was engaged 
in keeping an eating-house, also a drug-store, which he 
traded for the Barnes farm. Two years later ho traded his 
farm for the hotel property where he now resides. He 
built his present commodious hotel, "The Quincy House," 
in 1877, which supplies a want long needed in that thriving 
villa^. 

Francis D. Ransom, the first settler upon the four sec- 
tions which comprise the northeast corner of the township, 
came from Elbridge, Onondaga Co., N. Y., and located 
where he at present resides, in 1842. His nearest neighbor 
on the north, for some years, was John S. Belote, John 
H. Ransom, a brother, settled south of him in 1847. 
Jason, another brother, had visited Michigan in 1836, and 
purchased lands upon section 2, but did not settle until 
years later. Daniel Ransom, a fourth brother, settled in 
the same vicinity in April, 1842. He was killed in July 
following, by a tree falling upon him. 

Samuel H. Keeier, from Sterling, Cayuga Co., N. Y., 
settled upon his present place of residence in 1852, pur- 
chasing of Thomas Clark. 

Dr. James A. Williams, the first resident physician in 
the township, came from Conquest, Cayuga Co., N. Y., 
and settled where he now resides in 1854. He is an 
honored and respected citizen in the community of which 
he is a member. He has served his townsmen as super- 
visor for a period of ten years, the county as superintendent 
of schools, and two terms in the State Lef^lature. 

Isaac George built the first framed house. Frederick T, 
Gallup the first brick house, in 1873. Aaron Hall opened 
the firet store, in 1878. 

The Wakeman steam saw-mill was erected by John and 
his son, Eli Wakeman, in 1854. They came from Huron 
Co., Ohio. 

The gris^mill now in operation and adjoining the saw- 
mill, was erected by Eli and his son, Mortimer B. Wake- 
man, in 1878, at a cost of $5000. The structure is com- 
modious, fitted up with the best and latest improved 
machinery, and supplies a want long needed in the town- 
ship. As a comparison between the present condition of 
affairs and forty years ago, we here make mention of Mr. 
Andrew Crater's milling experience. 

About 1840, grist-mills were few and at long distances 
from many of the settlements. The farmers had been 
blessed with an abundant harvest, grain was cheap, and 
the millers were unwilling to do work and receive for their 
pay the customary toll ; they could make more money by 
flouring grain for shipment to distant markets. As a result 
of their cupidity, many of them combined and refused to 
do grinding for those living near them until such time as 
suited their convenience, or a lack of orders for flour to be 
sent abroad permitted. Many neighbors had visited the 
nearest mills only to return with their grists unground. 
It became a matter of necessity to Mr. Crater that he 
should have some flour and meal, and be determined to 
have it. In the early part of the week he placed^Jk^^ (^ 
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wagon some thirty buhhela of wheat, com, and buckwheat, 
and, with an ox-team which ho was wintering for their 
work, departed, after telling his family that he should not 
retnrn until hie grain was converted into flour. He pro- 
ceeded to Coldwater, thi'n to Branch and to Girard, hut 
was refused at each mill in Buccession. He then journeyed 
on to Union Oity, where he met with partial success, the 
miller refusing to grind the wheat and com, but not the 
buckwheat. On his return homeward, and when crossing 
a bridge over the stream which connects Bartholomew and 
Middle Lakes, at three o'clock Sunday morning, his team 
and wagon broke through. But, as the bridge, a log struc- 
ture, rose but three or four feet above the bed of the 
stream, he was enabled, by throwing aside the logs, to es- 
tricate his team, wagon, and precious load in safely, and 
finally reached home all right, after an absence of some 
five or six days. 

CIVIL HISTORY. 

By an act of the Legislature of the Ktate of Michigan, 
approved April 2, 1838, Algansee was formed from Quincy 
township. The act was as follows : 

"All that portion of the county of Branch dejagnatsd 
in the United States survey as townships Nos. 7 and 8 
south, of range No. 5 west, be and the same is hereby set 
off and organized into a separato township, by the name 
of Algansee, and the first township-meeting shall be held 
at the house of Horace Purdy in said township." 

The inhabitania, in their petition when asking for the 
formation of a new township, sent forward the name of 
Carlton as the one which beat suited them. But, for some 
UDexplained reason, the august legislative body which then 
represented the State selected its present name, Algansee. 
Its significance is unknown, 

California — township 8 south, range 5 west — was set off 
as a separate township March 25, 1846. 

First Township-Meetinffg. — The first township-meeting 
for the election of officers was held, as ordered, at the house 
of Horace Purdy, early in May, 1838. But the records 
of this meeting, as well as of subsequent meetings to 1843, 
inclusive, cannot be found. 

Ogkers Elected in 1844.~Asahel Brown, Supervisor; 
Ezra S, E. Brainard, Township Clerk ; Samuel Beach, Jus- 
tice of the Peace ; George Monlus, Treas. ; James H. 
Lawrence, Jonathan K. Bickford, Samuel B. Hanchett, 
Highway Commissioners ; Benjamin Hobbs, J. T. Bailey, 
School Inspectors ; Ira Cass, Morris Crater, Directors of 
the Poor ; C. T. Goodman, S. Jordan, James McNitt, Con- 
stables j Morris Crater, Asahel Brown, J. W. Lawrence, 
Jr., Joseph T. Reynolds, S. L. Bradley, Andrew Crater, 
S. P. BroDson, James T. Bailey, John Vanderlioof, Cyrus 
Gillett, David Tift, Stephen Noble, John Kinyon, William 
G. Scott, Jesse Doyle, Harvey Brockway, James Craig, 
Nathaniel Fisher, S, Jordan, Jr., Samuel Beach, Nehemiah 
Boss, Overseers of Highways. 

TOWNSHIP 0PPICEK8. 

The following is a list of the supervisors, township 
clerks, and treasurers, from 1838 to 1878, inclusive : 

1838. Aaahel Brown. .T^isp.-r Umierhill. ileorge Mr.nlux. 

isaa. "" '■ " " " '■ 



Jajipcr Umiurhlll. 



I. ■' '■ Boiijarain Holibs. 

!. Ljman Witter. LomuEl Pratt, 

i. Asahol Bmnii. Abijab Mosher. 

I. James Undprhill. Isaac F. Camp. 



. Asaliel litown. 



" " James Undcrhill. 

Henry Walhridgc. Levi P. Fuller. 

Nathnii Nivisun. Eira S. B. Broinar 



Oluej W. Drape 



ronn Kraillej. EoBwell D. Tift. 



James K. Crawford. 
Robert Crawford. 
Mort. li. WalieDian. 



;. Nathaniel Fisher. 

D. J. Spragui;. 
. Stnrgis L. Bradley. 
1848. D, J. Spragua. 
I. Asahel BroWD. 
I. John P. Pettibone. 
. S, L. Bradley. 

8. B. Haachett. 

Willidm Tibhitls. 



SH. Babert Mngden. 
SaS, Brastus Bradley. 
James Waltrbury. 



1844. James H. LawrencB. 
Jonatban K. Biol 
Beth B. Hanohett. 

1849. Samuel B. Hanohett. 
Jonathan K. Bickford. 



I. Franklin Roundj. 



imuel H. Keelur. 
suhel Brown, 
ureno Bradley. 



18fi9 


Samuel H. Keeler. 


mu 


Joseph Poats. 


1S?( 


Francis D. Ransom 


1872 


James H. Htowe. 


187.? 


Samuel K. Keeler. 


1874 


Joel Barnes. 


187S 




1876 


Joseph Wilmarth. 


1877 


Samuel H. Keeler. 



:kford. 



1346. Jon 



1847 Jonathan h. Bickford. 
Benjamin HobbB. 
Sylvester Canfield. 
i Nathaniel FiEber. 
1841 J hn Whitney. 
1-1511 J nathan k Biekfurii, 

1852 William M cIehYS I ^ 
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John RuBsell. 
Cftinpbell. 
in V. Clark. 
'. Jonathan K. Bickford. 
i. Orfon Hoxie. 

> S. E. Bminaril. 
I S. E. Bramnrd. 
Samuel H. K««]er. 
Harrison Craig. 

60. Da rid R hoaxes. 

61. Cornolius Streeter. 



1864. Ortan Husie. 

D. S. SillimaD. 

Joel Cumpbelt. 

S. Samuel H, Keeler. 

3. Thomas Ni*on. 

1867. Orton Hoxic. 

i. Jonathan K. Bickford. 
1869. Oeorgo Brigg?. 

70. Orton Hoiie. 

71. Thomas Nixon. 
1872. Benjamin Culver. 



A town -h fill V 
cost of $600. 



3 erected upon section 16 in 1877, at a 



STATISTICAL — -1837 VS. 1874. 
Alganaee residents of 1837, showing their location by 
sections, the number of acres owned, and the number and 
kind of live-atook possessed by each at that date : 
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The foregoing list comprises all who were resident knd 
owners in the township at the period before mentioned 

During the year 1838 the following additional nimLS 
together with those just mentioned, appear u[. tu the fars,t 
assessment-roll of Algansee township : 

John Vanderhoff, section fi, 73 acres, two cows, two oseti. 
Eli Gray, seotion 6, 80 acres. 

Seth E. Hanclictt, section a, 125 ]tcres, one oow, two oxen. 
Samuel B. Hanohett, section 3, 125 acres, two oien. 
Barney Smith, section 13, 160 acres, one cow, two oxen. 






, sectior 



Geoi^e Tift, one cow. 

Jasper Underhill, section 31, 80 acres, two c 
Daniel Bickford, section 2'J, SO acres, two co 
Horace Purdy, sections 28 and 2S, 160 acre? 

Abram Ackcrson, section 20, 30 acres, one c 
S. L. Bradley, 80 acres, 
n. inidretb, section 25, 40 acres, one cow. 
Thomas Goodman, section 22, 80 acres, thre 
Jesse Doyle, section 3S, 80 acres, one cow, t 



croB of wheal growing June 1874 
ushels wheat harvested, IB73 
" other grain harvested, 187J 



Pounds wool sheared, 1873 10,236 

pork marketed, 1873 14B,STfi 

" clieeSB made, 1873 300 

" butter made, 1873 47,680 

" fruit dried for market, 1873 31,657 

Barrels cider made, 1873 1,045 

Gallons wine made, 1873 600 

Pounds maple-BOgar, 18T4 7,225 

Acres devoted lo fruits. S76 

Value of fruit product, 1872 $11,000 

Horses over one year old, 1874 1,2B3 

Mules " " " " 10 

Milch cows 1,230 

Cattle over one year old, other than milch cows and 

oxen 2,341 

Swine over six months 2,560 

Sheep " " 3,126 

Shocp sheared, 1873 2,569 

The township has no village. Alganaee, a post-office 
station, is situated in the southern part, eight miles south 
of Quincy village. 

The road-bed of the proposed Mansfield, Ooldwater, and 
Lake Michigan Railroad crosses the extreme southwest 
corner. 



It is probable that the first school in the township was 
taught by Miss Jane Woodard, in the summer of 1838, in 
a small log shanty, which stood near the present residence 
of Wesley Merritt. Among her pupils were Mrs. Emily 
Barnes, Alonao George, Roswell D. Tift, Erial Purdy, Mrs. 
Erial Purdy, Alexander Purdy, Mary Underbill, and Wes- 
ley Brown, all of whom are living at the present time. 

The first school house ■! log structure wis built near 
Asahel Brown residence in I84S Mr Ezra b E Briin 
ard was an eaily teicher in this house, also Miss ^aiih 
Beach. 

At a meetin^ of the board of school inspectors hi,ld Maj 
16, 1846 certifacates to teacli primary schools Wert, granted 
Misses ArMlla H Chrk 'idena Hard Mary L Beach ind 
iAizA Ann Bryant Benjamin Iljbbs was dcsi^iiated as 
the on(, to tiait schools during, the je'ir At the same 
meeting the following apportDnmcnt of school moneys wis 



133.17 

School statistics for the year ending Sept. 2, 1878 : whole 
districts, 9 : fractional, 2. Children of school age residing 
in the township, 473 ; children attending school during the 
year, 430. School-houses in the township, 11, — brick, 1 ; 
framed, 10. Seating capacity of school -houses, 621 . Value 
of school property, $8800. Male teachers employed during 
the year, 8 ; female, 14. Aggregate number of months 
taught by males, 29 ; by females, 49. Paid male teachers, 
$765 ; female, 1588.20. 

Receipts. — Total resources from moneys ou hand Sept. 
3, 1877, two-mill tax, primary-school fund, district tases 
for all purposes, and raised from all other sources, $2864.24. 

Expenditures. — Teachers' wages, 81353.20 ; building and 
repairs, $336.17 ; on bonded indebtedness, $901.80 ; for all 
other purposes, $129.07 ; amount on hand S^t. 2, 1878^ 
»122-2«^ lloslcdbyLlOO'^lC 
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I SOCIETIES. 

As early as 1838 the Methodista held religious 
at the house of Andrew Crater, Their preachers were Revs. 
Roswetl Parker, Peter Sabin, and James Clizbe. Among 
the members of the first class wore Jesse Craft, who was an 
exhorter, David Tift and his wife, and Mrs. Asahel Brown. 

The present society of the North Algansee Methodist 
Episcopal Church was oi^anized in 1854 or 1855, as part 
of the Quincy charge, Rev. Isaac S. French pastor, and 
their meetings for several years were he!d in the Fisher 
school-house. 

In 1870 a commodious church edifice was erected. It is 
a brick structure, has sittings for 300 people, and cost with 
furniture, furnaces, etc., complete, 84400. C. B. Newton 
was the builder. The church site of 98 square rods was 
donated by Samuel H. Keeler. 

The society forms part of the Quiney charge at the 
present time. Rev. C. 0. Olds, pastor. 

BAPTIST CHDROH. 

At a meeting of certain members of the Baptist Church 
of Quiney, held at the Jordon school-house, Dee. 29, 1853, 
it was unanimously resolved to request letters from the 
Quiney Church for the purpose of organizing a church in 
Algansee. In pursuance of the same, letters were granted 
to the following- named members, viz.: Francis D. Ransom, 
Phares Chittenden, Jason L. Ransom, John H. Ransom, 
John Ransom, Zebina G-. Trim, Joel Campbell, David Hill- 
man, John C. Perring, Benjamin BisSiop, Amoa Hough, 
Peter Leighton, Nathan Leighton, Spencer Cory, John 
Cory, Henry W, Waterbury, James A. Ransom, William 
W. Potter, David Robb, and sisters C, Ransom, L. Chit- 
tenden, C. Ransom, H. Ransom, U. Trim, M. Campbell, 
H. Hillman, Ij. Perring, L. Bishop, 0. Hough, S. Jordon, 
L. Fisher, 0. Cory, 8. A. Barber, J. A. Kansom, Margaret 
Hillman, M. Hosie, and L. R«bb. This organization was 
first styled the Second Baptist Church. At the first cove- 
nant-meeting Francis D. Ransom was chosen deacon, and 
Phares Chittenden church clerk. The church was recog- 
nized March 13, 1856, by a council of ministere and dele- 
gates, representing the First Quiney, Second Quiney, First 
Algansee, Reading, Ovid, and Butler Churches; Rev. 
Truman Burroughs presided as moderator, and D. B. Pur- 
riuton served as clerk. 

Rev. Truman Burroughs, the first pastor, came soon 
after the organization was effected, and preached one-half 
the time. He was followed by Elder Philo Forbes, who 
remained about two years. Other pastors were Revs. B. 
McLouth, who came in 1858 ; G. Terry as a supply ; W. 
N. Welkcr, January, 1861 ; Truman Burroughs, Decem- 
ber, 1862, who remained until January, 1866 ; then Elders 
Schofield, Conover, and Prentice as supply ; B. W. I^ck- 
hart, January, 1868 ; H. K. Simpson, January, 1870 ; E. 
M. Ney, January, 1871 ; W. M. Weiker, August, 1873; 
W. B. Chapel, January, 1877: R. P. Jones, present pas- 
tor, April, 1878. 

A church edifice was erected in 1868 at a cost of «2000. 
It has sittings for 200 people. Present membership, 56. 
Scholars in Sabbath -school, 56. Cornelius W. Myers, Sab- 
bath-school Superintendent. 



In 1840 or 1841, a Baptist society was organized in the 
east part of the town. Their usual place of meeting was 
at the house of Nathaniel Fisher, and at one time they 
numbered about 40 members. Among them were Na- 
thaniel Fisher, wife, and three daughters ; Ebenezer Kelly 
and wife, James Waterbury and two daughters, John 
Kinyon and wife, the elder Mrs. Reynolds, Seneca Can- 
field and wife, Horace Avery and wife, Samuel Cory and 
wife, and Deacon Lewis and wife. 

The First Baptist Church of Algansee was organized in 
1854. Their meetings were held in the Wakeman school- 
house. Nathan Nivison and wife, Ebenezer Kelly and 
wife, James Dewitt and wife, William Hungerford and 
wife, James Waterbury and daughters were constituent 
members of the society. It was disbanded after an exist- 
ence of about twelve years. 

CEMETERIES. 

The first buriai-ground in the township was upon grounds 
owned by Jasper Underhill, and the first interment therein 
was a child of Undcrhill's. After some years the bodies 
were removed to the present cemetery, situated upon sec- 
tion 30. 

The North Algansee Cemetery Association was incor- 
porated in 1856, with Andrew Crater, Samuel B. Han- 
chott, Sydney W. Snyder, Lyman B. Robbins, John 
Streeter, J. Wright, Cornelius Streeter, Francis D. Ran- 
som, and John Joseph as members. Samuel B. Hanchett, 
President; Samuel H. Keeler, Clerk. The inelosure con- 
tains li acres, and is situated upon section 10. The 
first interment was that of the body of Mrs. H. D. Her- 



In the preparation of Algansee township history we have 
received much valuable information and the greatest cour- 
tesy from Messrs. Andrew Crater, Morris Crater, Ezra S. 
E. Brainard, Roswell D. Tift, Francis D. Ransom, Phares 
Chittenden, Samuel H. Keeler, Mortimer B. Wakeman, 
Mrs. Asahel Brown, Mrs. Jane Tift, and others, to all of 
whom we take this manner of returning our sincere thanks. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 



D. L. GRAY. 
This gentleman, one of the prominent citizens and 
pioneers of Algansee, is descended from good old Revolu- 
tionary stock. His grandfather, Robert Gray, was a native 
of Pelham, Mass., and served with distinction throughout 
that sanguinary struggle. At the close of the war he set- 
tied in Ashfield, Mass., where the father of our subject 
was born. He reared a family of eight children, Betsey, 
Lydia, Sarah, May, Darwin L., Jerome, Ralph, and Edwin. 
In 1827 the elder Gray emigrated with his family to Wash- 
tenaw County, where he remained eight years, when they 
removed to Toledo. After a r^idence of two years there, 
they came to Branch Countv and ,^^'^0(3'^?'^^' 
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where 1 e p in,l ased iho farm upon which Darwin L. now 
resides. Here the li people died, full of jears and highly 
respected by a Ur^e c rcle of friends. He was a gentle- 
man of sterl g ab hty and possessed of many of the 
virtues and hut tew of the laulta of humankind. His 
worthy wife was a devoted helpmeet, a kind mother, and a 
valuable friend. She was horn in Connecticut. Mr. Gray 
was married, in 1869, to Mrs. Julia A. Fales, daughter of 
Eenjam ID Archer, Esq., one of the oldest settlers of Branch 
County. They have been blessed with two children, Perry 
D. and Cynthia J. Mrs. Gray was first married at the 
age of sixteen to Mr. Fates, of Algansee. He was one 
of the honored dead who went to do battle in our country's 
defense. 

Mr. Gray is an admirable type of the original settler, 
and possessed of that indomitable energy and hardihood 
that was nccesaarj to remove the original foreat and to lay 
the foundation for the present wealth and prosperity of the 
county. It is to such as he that the present generation 
are indebted, and it is with pleasure that we give him a 
position in this work among the representative men and 
pioneera of Branch County. 



S. E. BRAINARD. 
More than a. century ago the father of Mr. Brainard 

was bom in the good State of Connecticut, the date of his 
birth having been 1744. He followed farming pursuits, 
and at the age of twenty-one removed to Madison Co., 
N. Y., where his son was born. At the expiration of a 
few years he removed to Genesee County, and engaged in 
labor incident to the life of a pioneer, such as logging and 
clearing the land. On becoming of age he left home, and 
labored for four years ; and Feb. 28,' 1832, was married to 
Miss Sabina Woodman, of Orleans Co,, N. Y. After his 
marriage he purchased a farm in Genesee County, and re- 
mained upon it four years. Not being satisfied with their 
condition, they determined to come to Michigan, and in 
accordance with this purpose began the journey with all 
their household goods. On reaching Detroit they loaded 
an ox-wagon with their possessions, and started for Branuh 
County, where Mr. Brainard purchased eighty acres of 
land in Algansee, arriving in 1836, and stil! residing on 
the same tract. At the first township-meeting he was 
elected commissioner, and the nest five years filled the 
office of township clerk. Later he was elected township 
treasurer, having filled each successive office with credit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brainai'd had two children bom in New 
York State and five in Branch County. The first two 
were Malilon W. (who married Miss Duffee, and resides 
in Coldwater) and Frances L. (who is married to John 
Wood, and resides in Madison township) ; Caroline died 
shortly after her maiTiage; Rosby I. married George Rice, 
and lives in Algansee township ; Ann Augusta married 
George Caldwell, and resides in Coldwater ; Corlon married 
Sarah Dewey, and lives in Algansee ; while the younger 
son, Schoonville, resides with his parents on the homestead, 
having married Delia Birch. Mr. Brainard is a staunch 
Republican in polities. 



WILLIAM KRAISBR. 

Casper Kraiser, the father of the gentleman whose name 
appears above, was born in Lebanon Co., Pa., and followed 
the pursuits of a farmer. He was the father of eleven chil- 
dren, — -five sons and sis daughters. 

William Kraiser remained on his father's farm until he 
became of age, when he went to Northumberland County, 
in the same State, and engaged with a farmer at ten dol- 
lars per month. He stayed with him five years. In 1838 
he was married to Miss Mary Ann Sell, daughter of Jacob 
Sell, who was one of the pioneers of Berks* Co., Pa. He 
came the same year to Boss Co., Ohio, and worked for two 
years at the same wages as above, his wife proving her de- 
votion by washing and sewing, in order to earn her share 
of their scanty livelihood. In time Mr. Kraiser possessed 
a team of his own, and for three years farmed on shares. 
In 1843 he took a lease to clear a form in Sandusky Co., 
Ohio, and stayed upon that place eight and one-half years. 
In 1861 he drove through to Michigan, with his family of 
seven children, and settled where he now lives. Four chil- 
dren have been born in this State to Mr. and Mrs. Kraiser, 
the names of all being as follows : Amos Franklin, now 
married and residing in Wilson Co., Kan. ; Christian, 
married and living in Genesee Co., Mich. ; Benjamin Wil- 
liam, married and living in Quiney, Mich, ; Sarah Jane, 
deceased ; Solomon Henry, living in California township. 
Branch Oo. ; Mary Jane, married, husband now deceased ; 
David Porter, deceased ; Granville Washington, married 
and living near his father; Randolph Rodgers, married 
and living in Quiney ; Lavinia and Matilda, both deceased. 

In 1866 Mr. Kraiser was so unfortunate as to have Ms 
house destroyed by fire, together with all the household 
goods. He is the owner of a fine farm, containing two 
hundred and sixty-five acres, and although serious misfor- 
tunes have at times befallen him, he has been generally 
prosperous since his removal to Michigan, and is surrounded 
at present by many comforts. 



DAVID TIFT 



was a native of Allegany Co,, N. Y., and a farmer. His 
children were six in number, viz,, Fanny E,, Roswald D., 
Albert J,, Jerome B., A., and Horace N. In the fall of 1831, 
Mr. Tift left New York and settled in Calhoun Co., Mich., 
where he entered laod and resided four years. He finally sold 
out and removed to Kinderhook township, Branch Co., where 
he entered eighty acres of land. About three months later 
he disposed of his place to Mr. Waterhonse, and removed to 
Algansee township. In the latter he" took up" one hundred 
and sixty acres of land, and upon it passed the remainder 
of his days. Politically he was a Kepubiican, and in re- 
ligion a Baptist. His wife, whose maiden name was Mary 
Mainier, was born in Seneca Co., N. Y., Dec. 20, 1809, 
and married to Mr, Tift in Niagara Co., same State. She 
was the daughter of a farmer and one of nine children. 
During the trying days when her husband was rearing for 
his family a home in the wilderness she was ever at his 
side, a faithful wife and a devoted helper, through all the 
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struf^gles incident to the life of a pioneer. Slie died in 
November, 1858, and he who had so long held her dear 
bowed beneath the stroke and closed his days of mortality 
Feb. 21, 1859, surviving her loss but three months. 

Roswald Tift, who had lived with his father until of age, 
moved at that eventful period upon the place where be now 
resides. At the age of twenty-seven bo was married to 
Permelia A. Mason, a widow, by whom he had one child — 
Eliaabeth E. Part of his present farm is land whieh be- 
longed to her. Mrs. Tift died April 3, 18B6, and May 15, 
1870, he was married to Lucy R. Shumway, daiighter of 
Alfred and Nancy Shumway, a pioneer couple in this 
township. By this marriage he has had three children: 
Levi S., Eli D., and Riley D. Until the autumn of 1878 
Mr, Tift was a Republican, but at that date he was elected 
township clerk on the Greenback ticket, Although a 
professor of religion, he is a member of no particular sect. 
MrB. Tift is a member of the Advent Church. 

Jerome B. Tift was born upon the old homestead in A!- 
gansee, and upon it he still resides. On the 18th of No- 
vember, 1860, he was married to Frances A. Grice, daugh- 
ter of Peter Grice, one of the early settlers of Kinderhook 
township. He is the father of three children: Clara M,, 
Dora A., and Horace J. Both be and his wife are mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Tift is a 
Republican in polities. 



ALFRED SHUMWAY. 

History records the persecutions to whicK the French 
Huguenots were subjected nearly two hundred years ago, 
and the flight of many of them to climes where the religious 
atmosphere was more congenial to their belief. In the year 
1695 a vessel arrived at Boston, Mass., and landed Peter 
Shumway, Pet«r Faneuil, the Sigourneys, and others. 
Shumway was one of the devoted baud of Huguenota, 
and in company with others of his own people founded a 
colony at Oxford, where are yet standing the remains of a 
fort they built for defense against the Indians. Peter 
Shumway, it seems, assumed this name after arriving in 
this country, as none such can be found among the French. 
He married an English lady, a Miss Smith, and they became 
the parents of seven sons, viz., Oliver, Jeremiah, David, 
John, Jacob, Samuel, and Amos. Undoubtedly all persons 
in the United States bearing the name of Shumway are 
descended from the worthy Peter. 

Levi Shumway, son of Oliver and grandson of Peter 
Shumway (1st), was born at Oxford, Mass., April 8, 1727. 
His son, Isaac W. Shumway, was born at Belcher, Mass., 
Oct. 12, 1761. When seventeen years of age, or in 1778, 
he volunteered in the American army and served until 1782. 
He was present at the esecution of Maj. Andr^ and at the 
surrender of Oornwallis. Dec. 18, 1785, he was married 
to Patience Pratt. 

Their son, Levi Shumway, was born at Belcher, Hamp- 
shire Co., Mass., June 11, 1788, and in 1804 removed to 
Macedon, Wayne Co., N. Y., where, on the 16th of Sep- 
tember, 1817, he was married to Abigail Smith. In 1829 
he removed to Lenawee Co., Miob., and died Aug 3, 1834, 

Alfred Shumway, a son of the above, was born in 



Macedon, Wayne Co,, N, Y,, July 12, 1818, and came with 
his parenl-s to Lenawee Co., Mich., in September, 1829. 
At that time it Is stated that but two log houses were 
standing where now is the flourishing and beautiful city of 
Adrian. Mr. Shumway was married, Jan. 22, 1845, to 
Nancy M. Davis, of Palmyra, Lenawee Co., Mich., and 
removed to Branch County, Feb. 19, 1849. Mrs. Shum- 
way, who was a daughter of Charles and Polly Davis, was 
born at Palmyra, Wayne Co., N, Y,, July 24, 1823, and 
was one of a family of seven children. Her parents re- 
moved to Palmyra, Lenawee Co., Mich., in July, 1836, and 
there, as above stated, she was married to Mr. Shumway. 
Their children were three in number, — Mary E., born in 
Madison, Lenawee Co., Feb, 19, 1846 ; I^vi A., born at 
the same place, Oct. 25, 1847 ; and Lucy R,, bom in Pal- 
myra, Lenawee Co., Sept. 10, 1850, 

Levi A. Shumway was married to Annie M. Gallup, 
Sept. 17, 1873, Their children are Alfred T., born in 
Algansee, Branch Co,, Dec. 9, 1876, and Dennis Burr, 
born in the same township, July 5, 1878; died Feb. 13, 
1879. 

Lucy R. Shumway was married to Roswell D. Tift, May 
15, 1870. 

Alfred Shumway was in his religion anAdventist; in 
politics, a staunch Republican and an untiring worker. He 
was the oldest of a large family of children, and when but 
sixteen years of age was left to care for them by the death 
of his father. His first crop of com in his Michigan home 
was entirely destroyed by wild game. This descendant of 
a zealous Frenchman lived a comparatively uneventful life, 
yet his death was a most tragic one, being caused by a 
buEa-saw, and occurring April 26, 1874. He was a worthy, 
upright man, and an esteemed citizen, and his death was 
sincerely mourned. 



ANDREW CRATER, 

Mathuyas Crater, the father of the above, was bom in 
Geneva, N. J , and became the lather of sixteen children, 
— nine sons and seven daughters. In the spring of 1825 
be removed with his fiimily to Wayne Co., N. Y, 

Andrew Crater, who was born in Hunterdon Co,, N. 
J., June 28, 1813, went West with his father to New 
York, and remained with him until twenty-one years of age, 
when he started for the then " far West" to make for himself 
a home. In the spring of 1837 he came to Algansee town- 
ship. Branch Co,, Mich., bought eighty acres of land, and 
then returned East and was married oil the 28th of Decem- 
ber, 1837, to Hannah Waterbury. In the fell of 1838 he 
brought his wife to Michigan and settled upon the eighty- 
acre lot he had purchased in Algansee. By this marriage 
Mr. Grater became the father of four children, viz., Reuben, 
Martha R., Henrietta E,, and Deios. Mrs, Crater died in 
1848, and in 1851 he was married to Elizabeth Craig, by 
whom be also had four children, and on the 28th of June, 
1861, he was again left a mourner by the death of his wife. 
March 12, 1863, he married Catharine Depue, and by her 
had two children, A third time the fell destroyer of 
human happiness entered his household, and the third time 
he mourned the loss of a faithful partner, for on^^Ml^ 
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of August, 1869, his wife was caJled to the " land of the 
hereafter." His present wife was Mrs. Caroline E. Bul- 
lock, to whom he was married Feb. 1, 1873. Her maiden 
name was Wright, and she was born in the town of Clay, 
N. Y. At the age of fifteen she removed with her parents 
to Brighton, 111., where she was married to Mr. Bullock. 
After his death she moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, thence to 
Saginaw, Mich., and finally to Quincy, Branch Co., where 
she was " wooed and won" by Mr. Crater. 

Mr. and Mrs. Crater are members of the Baptist Church, 
of which they are ardent supporters. Mr. Crater has, in 
the course of nearly half a century of patient Industry and 
close economy, become the owner of a farm of four hundred 
and seventy-eight acres, of which and its improvements he 
is justly proud. He has seen the wilderness " blossom as 
the rose," and in his age is enabled to peacefully enjoy the 
fruits of his laboiB. 



S. B. 11 IN* IILii 
The father of Mr. Han htft was reared m Connecticut, 
and at the surrender of Bur_,oyne his niolh( 
years of age. The subject of 
at(^ Co., N. Y., and was the 



sketch WIS born in Sar- 
;e8t of three children. 



His father and mother died early, with an interval of but 
two days between them, the first being seventy-nine, and 
the latter sixty years of age, 

Mr. Hanciiett remained upon the farm for two years 
after the death of his parents, and during that time his 
eist«r and brother were both married, Seth eventually re- 
moving to Gibraltar, about twenty miles from Detroit. 
Having some desire to take up his residence farther West, 
he started, at the age of twenty-one, on a prospecting tour 
in Ohio. Not being well pleased, he repaired to Canada 
and engaged to work with his half-brother, Mr. Wood, and 
later was employed in a saw-mill. He sufiered severely 
with the typhoid fever and the smallpox in succession. 
With eighty dollars in silver he emigrated to Michigan, his 
brother Seth having meanwhile sold the homestead and 
eome to Algansee township. Mr. Hanchett arrived in 
Coldwaler in Miy 183S and went directly to Algansee. 
After some pioneer experiences incident to the settlement 
of a new country, at the age of twenty-eight, he married 
Ruth C Thompson diu^hter jf an old resident of Califor- 
nia townihip They ha\e had seven children, three of 
whom are dead Mr Hanchett was formerly a Whig, and 
afterwards espoused the principles of the Republican party. 
He has hold many offices of trust in his township, and is 
highly esteemed as a eifciaen and a man. 




FRANCIS 1). RANSOM. 
Francis D. Ransom was born in Onondaga Co., N. Y., 
Jan. 5, 1816, and was the son of James Ransom, whose 
birthplace was New London, Conn., and who was a ship- 
carpienter by trade. His grandfather was a machinist by 
occupation, and in the Revolutionary war ranked as ser- 
geant under Col. St. Leger. Mr. Ransom, who followed 
farming In early life, at the age of twenty-one traveled 
through Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, exploring the country, 
and finally returned and married Miss Chloe, daughter of 
Benjamin Stinter. They have seven children. Mr. Ran- 
som bought of his brother, John Ransom, forty acres of 




HRS. F. D. RANSOM. 

land in 1837, and continued to add to his landed posses- 
sions until he had accumulated two hundred and fifty, which 
he now owns in Algansee township. He connected himself 
with the Baptist church at Elbridge, N. Y., when he was 
nineteen years of age, and has been an ardent worker in 
its cause since that period. He was one of the builders of 
the Baptist church in Algansee, and has continued to fill 
the office of deacon since that time. Mrs. Ransom has 
also been a member of the church since the age of fifteen 

They reside in Algansee township, and are enjoying the 
regard of the many friends that a life of integrity, and re- r 
plete with kindly deeds, has woo tfjeWrj hy CjOOQ IC 
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F. T. GALLUP, 
one of Algansee'a worthiest citizens, was born in Caoada, 
Mareli 11, 1823. His father, Ezekiel Gallup, was born in 
Hartland, Vt., August, 1787, and at the age of twenty-one 
removed, with his father, Joseph, to Canada. 

In the autumn of 1834 he migrated to Monroe Co., 
Mich., and settled on Stony Creek, whence, after a brief 
stay, he rnored over to Medina, Lenawee Co., in the fiill of 
1837, and died in the latter place, January, 1860. 

His son, F. T. Gallup, accompanied him to Michigan in 
1834, and in 1849, marrying Miss M. L. Sanderson, took 
possession of a new farm in Medina, and entered upon an 
active agricultural career. 



Mrs. Gallup was the daughter of Jesse and Lucretia 
Sanderson, who were born in Hartland, Vt,, in 1787. Her 
father served through the war of 1812, and not long after- 
wards removed to Oneida Co., N. Y., where he died in 
1843. Mrs. Sanderson went, in 1866, to Algansee, and 
there died, June 19, 1878, in the ninety-first year of her 
age- 
Mrs. Gallup was bom in Oneida Co., N. Y., in 1825, 
and in 1847 took up her residence in Michigan. 

After remaining upon their farra in Medina until 1853, 
Mr. and Mrs. Gallup located in Algansee, where, upon the 
broad acres of their rich agriculturai domain, they have 
ever since continued to reside. 




AS AH EL BROWN. 



ASAIIBL BROWN. 

Asahel Brown, one of the earliest settlers of Algansee, 
Mich., was born in Stafford, Monmouth Co., N. J., April 
9, 1803. He was the eldest son of Abner and Hannah 
Brown, and with his parents removed to the State of New 
York. 

His father was born in Stafford, March 14, 1781 ; and 
that loo was the birthplace of his mother, — her maiden 
name being Birdsal,and thedateofher birth, Sept. 22, 1782. 

Young Asahel spent the early years of his life in the 
then new country of Western New York, and save an occa- 
sional term at a district school, enjoyed no educational 
privil^es. 

He labored on his father's farm the most of his time 
until he reached his thirtieth year, — in 1833, — having 
meanwhile married Deborah, daughter of Jesse Comstock, 
who assisted in the construction of the first canal-locks at 
Lockport. 

In that year he determined to " go West" in search of a 
farm, — for his ambition had long been to own one, — and 



HO he set out with his wife and four children for Michigan, 
transporting them as well as his household goods in a lum- 
ber-wagon. 

They settled first at Palmyra, Lenawee Co., where Mr. 
Brown bought an eighty-acre ferm, but becoming dissatis- 
fied with the location, removed, in 1836, to Algansee, pur- 
chased a farm there, and became a permanent settler. The 
first town-meeting was held in his log cabin, which stood 
near the old " State road." He grew prosperous as time 
passed, and became a man of mark as well as substance. 
For twenty-one years he served as supervisor, and for many 
years he held the office of justice of the peace. 

He was a strong anti-slavery Whig, and in 1849 was 
defeated, by a small majority, as a candidate of that party 
for the Legislature, 

In 1850 he was a member of the State Constitutional 
convention, was State Senator in 1856 and 1858, and 
served also, in 1867, as a member of the State Constitu- 
tional convention. 

He was for some time president of the Branch County 
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Farmers' Mutual Fire Insurance Company, and in all his 
business and social relations commanded wide and earnest 
recognition as a man of iiterling integrity, staunch business 
principles, and unflagging industry. 

To his original farming possessions he added from time to 
time, and at the period of his death he owned five hundred 



acres of iand, of which three hundred « 

religious belief he sympathised with Unitj 

deeply revered the faith of his Quaker ancestors. After 

a long life of active usefulness, Mr. Brown died, June 8, 

1874, leaving to survive him his widow, who still resides 

upon the old homstead at Algansee. 



G I L E A D.* 



ToWNsinr 8 south, range 7 west, as designated hy the 
United States survey, is a fractional township, six miles 
long from east to west, and three and one-half miles wide 
from north to south, lying on the southern border of 
Branch County, adjoining the State of Indiana, and con- 
tjiina an area of about 13,500 acres. It is bounded on the 
nortlT by Bethel, east by Kinderhoolt, south by James- 
town and Mill Grove, townships of Steuben Oo., Ind., and 
west by Noble. For purposes of description, the town 
may be divided into three portions. A line drawn across 
it from north to south, beginning two miles from the 
northwest corner, and terminating two and one-half niilca 
from the southwest corner, and another starting near the 
middle of this line and running to the eastern boundary ; 
separate these parts from one another. The part west of 
this first-described line is lightly-rolling in its nature, being 
of the class of lands known as burr-oak plains or openings, 
and has a mixed soil, composed of a sandy or gravelly 
loam, which is easily tilled and very fertile. The north- 
east part of the town is mainly heavily-timbered lands, 
with a level surface, and quite wet and swampy in many 
places. The soil is a dark, sandy loam, iutemiingled 
with some pretty heavy clay. The southeast portion of the 
town is composed of white oak or timbered openings, a 
little timbered land, anil about one-quarter of the whole 
is open marsh. Its surface is varied, being quite hilly 
in the west and more level in the east, and the soil is also 
quite diversiBed. The soil of the town is somewhat mixed 
with loose stones of many kinds, some of which are plainly 
the work of some animal like the coral insect, while othei's 
are quite as evidently petrifactions. Among others are 
often found large bowlders, from one to two feet in diame- 
ter, formed of smaller stones, varying in size from a, pea to a 
butternut, which seem to have in some manner become so 
firmly cemented together, as to form a solid and concrete 

Among the natural curiosities and peculiar natural fea- 
tures of the town are some relics of the past, whose origin 
is hidden in the dark recesses of the prehistoric ages. 
That they indicate, and indeed substaTitially prove, that 
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some race of intelligent people once lived, loved, and died 
upon these fertile and beautiful plains must be apparent to 
every one who will give the subject careful consideration. 
The Indians have no traditions which relate to these relics, 
and have always shown perfect ignorance regarding their 
origin and significance. On the shores of Gllead Lake, 
and at other places in the town, arc found reuiains of what 
have been generally r^arded as ancient fortifications. Tliey 
are invariably circular in form, and elevated, at present, 
fram one to two feet above the general surface of the 
ground. The principal of these are the two which are 
found on the shores of Gilead Lake, one on the west and 
the other on the east side, very nearly opposite each other. 
A description of the one on the east side, which was visited 
by the writer, will answer as a general description of them 
all. The one on the west shore is the lai^est one. Near 
the north end of the lake an arm runs out to the eastward, 
and on the south shore of this bay lies the work we are 
about, to describe. The shore at this point is a sleep blujf, 
about fifteen feet above the average level of the waters of 
the lake, and a plateau extends fi-om the edge of this 
blufi" some thirty rods in every dii'ection, and then gradu- 
ally descends to a lower level. On this plateau, with its 
two extremities touching the edge of the blufi^, is a semi- 
cireular arc, eighteen or twenty rods in diameter, aud drawn 
on so true a circle that it proves almost conclusively that it 
Wiis laid out before the trees which now occupy the site grew 
there. Along this line is an elevation about six or perhaps 
eight feet in width and eighteen inches high in the middle. 
The great age of this work is attested by the trees growing 
upon the top of the elevation, whose appearance shows that 
they sprang into csistenee after it was made, and whose size 
evidences an undisturbed growth of from one hundred and 
fifty to two hundred years. That they are remains of for- 
tifications is by no means clear to the mind of the present 
*riter, and can never be conclusively shown until the 
habits and mode of life of their former inhabitants shall be 
made known. That they may simply mark the site of 
some dwelling-place of a gregarian race seems quite prob- 
able when we consider the fact that they are generally 
largely built up of the shells of fresh-water clams which 
abounded in these lakes. But whatever ti 
I los"od by V 
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iiife, W(i are left to look upon them in a purely speculsitive 
liffht, and the imaginalive mind may weave about tliem a 
web of romance, and liream of the lives and espeiiences, 
the liopcB and fears, the loves and hates, of the unknown 
people who once roamed these plains and forests, and lived 
upon the products of the soil and upon the animal life that 
peopled its woods and waters. In other parts of the town 
are found buiial-niounds siroilar lo those so frci^uently 
found in this seetion of the State, and relics of the Indian 
race, and pieces of ancient pottery that have lain long iji 
the soil, are frequently brought to light by the farmer's 
plo,. 

Another natural curiosity, and one which may possibly 
be connected with the history of this past race, is what has 
always been known as the " Gilead Sugar- Woods." Whether 
it had its origin in some natural cause, or whether it re- 
sulted from human effort, is a matter of conjecture. This 
piece of maple- woods stands upon section 17, but orijjinally 
extended upon sections 7, 8, and 18, It was, in 1830, a 
fine piece of maple woodland in the form of a circle, and 
about three-quarters of a mile in diameter. The Indians 
used to tap the trees every spring and make maple-sugar in 
iheir rude way, and the whites also loll into the same prac- 
tice, and continue it down to the present time. There was 
but a very light sprinkling of other trees in those woods, 
and the maples were of an apparent growth of a century and 
a half. The soil at this point does not seem to differ mate- 
rially from that of the rest of the west part of the town, 
except that it is freer from stone, and the vegetable mould 
formed by decaying leaves and timber has added to its 
depth and richness. 

The principal water-course of the town is the outlet of 
Hog Lake and Lake Pleasant. It is culled " Prairie Uivcr" 
on the maps, but has locally obtained the name of " Hog 
Oreek." We are inclined to look upon this as a misnomer, 
for " Hog Creek" proper rises in the town of Reading, in 
Hillsdale County, flows through the towns of Allen, Quincy, 
Butler, and Girard, and empties into the Coldwater River 
at Orangeville. Prairie River is also the outlet of Lavine, 
Pleasant, and Crooked Lakes in Kinderhook. Throughout 
most of its course in this town it is bordered by wide 
mai^hes. In section 3 its course becomes moi'e rapid, and 
sufficient fall is afforded to make a mill-site, which was 
occupied as early as 1835, and has continued in use until 
the present spring (1879), when the pond (which is believed 
to have been an obstacle in the way of securing proper drain- 
age of the swamps and marshes) was condemned as a nuis- 
ance, and the dam is about to be torn down. The system 
of drainage, here incidentally referred to, was introduced in 
the town some eight or ten years ago, and has been ex- 
tended more or less every year since that time. By reason 
of it the level of the waters of the lakes has been lowered 
about three feet, and a lai^ quantity of hitherto waste land 
has been redeemed, and is, or soon will be, under cultiva- 
tion. This system has also had a maiked good effect upon 
the health of the citizens, for the draining of the marshes 
and swamps has relieved the air of a load of malarial vapors 
that each spring and fall used to bring with great r^uiarity. 
This result alone is ample recompense for all the expenses 
incurred in cutting ditches and deepening the channels of 



the streams. In the outset, this work met with much oppo- 
sition from some of the citizens, who looked upon it as in- 
volving great expense without securing any permanent good 
results. One of these was Samuel Arnold, who embodied 
his views on the subject in a short poem, which, having a 
local interest, we here give for the benefit of our readers: 

" isl. The Eiist Giltail Ciinal, jou will yileiEo underaland, 
Ig n wondi^rful work, tu; brave boys I 
Fer it iliuins tlie foul water (Vom nil our Ion land, 
And our idle j-oung men it employs. 

" 2d But this great Cnnii,!, though it woiidarful thing, 
leetill but u foolish afTuir: 
'Xwas plnnncd bv the uiighty Eust Cliload Xing 
To favor Iha gmy -headed Squire. 

"3d, But thie gray-heiided Squire will now havo work to do, 
To keep out the dirt nnd quicksand, 
As along tho Cnnal he walks U> ond fro, 
Ills long-hnndled hoe in bis hand. 

" 4th. A very wine man made this slatement of la(«,— 
Speaking like eotne honest Quaker^ 

Is worth sisty dollars per nore.' 

" 6th. Itut, ir this swampy land has riron »> high 
Sineo Ihie wonderful ditth was couipleted, 
'Tis plain to l)e soon, if thej sell, swap, or boy. 
Our farmers are hound to be oheotcd. 



And 
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The only large body of water lying wholly in this town 
is Gilead Lake, which lies in sections 6 and 7. It is 
irregular in form and covers an area of about 200 acres. 
Itfl waters are clear and cold, and overlie a bottom composed 
principally of clear, white sand or gravel. The average 
depth of the water is probably not far from forty feet. The 
great peculiarity of this lake is that it has no visible inlet 
or outlet. It is undoubtedly fed by hidden springs ; but 
what becomes of its overflow is an unsettled question. 
About a mile and a quarter distant, in a southeasterly 
direction, a large and never-faifing spring burata from the 
ground, which is looked upon by many as the outlet of the 
lake ; but this theory, though plausible, is altogether specu- 
lative, as no means have yet been tried to verify the suppo- 
sition. The banks of the lake rise in bluffs from ten to 
fifVeen feet high, and the shores are bold and composed 
mostly of sand and gravel. Through the efforts of the 
" Grangers" of this town, some two years ago the lake was 
stocked with 20,000 young white-fish, which were supplied 
by the Pish Commissioner of this State. 

In the south part of the town, in section 24, lies the 
greater part of Hog Lake, a portion of which extends be- 
yond the ^tate line into Indiana. This lake is surrounded 
by marshes, and has a muddy shore and bottom. In sec- 
tions 22 and 23 is a part of Lake Pleasant, which lies 
mostly in Indiana. It is like Gilead Lake as regards its 
main features. 

The township, taken as a whole, ranks well in fertility 
and adaptability to the raising of general crops with any 
other town, and in the western part are sou^e as fine fanns, 
a-f well stocked, and furnishe' 
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SAMUEL ARNOI-.D. 



It has ever been the aim of the historian to preserve iu 
history the names and deeds of kings and emperors, states- 
men and warriors, and it is meet that the names and 
deeds of tlie pioneers, to whose endurance, energy, and 
perseverance we of the present a^e owe so much, should 
be preserved and handed down to the coming generations. 
Of the pioneers of Gilead none are deserving of more 
credit, or are bold in higher esteem, than Samuel Arnold, 
the subject of this sketch. He was born in Middletown, 
Conn., where his parents resided until he was eleven years 
oid, when they moved to Granby, Oswego Co., N. Y. Mr. 
Arnold's education was obtained at the district schools, 
except one term at the Cazenovia Academy ; yet he ac- 
quired what was then considered a fine education. Ar- 
riving at manhood, he worked on the farm of his father 
summers and taught school winters, his wages for teaching 
being from nine to twelve dollars per month. He taught 
in all thirteen terms. After his maturity he started out 
in life, at times jobbing in the woods winters, and running 
a canal-boat owned by him during the summer ; at other times 
teaching district schools. After his marriage he bought 
a small farm. In the fall of 18;S6 he was seized with the 
western fever, and sold his &rm and came to Michigan ; 
where the ensuing winter he taught school at Waterhouse 
Corners, which was the first school taught in Kinderhook 
township. In the spring of 1S37 he bought of the govern- 
ment the west half of southeast quarter section eleven in 
Gilead, upon which he at once moved his family, and living 
four years in a smiili shanty, exchanged it for a comfortiible 
log house, which Mrs, Arnold declares was better than the 
frame house they afterwards built. 

Mr. Arnold was a great worker, and in clearing new land 
and cutting hay in the marshes (often to his waist in water) 
ho engendered the diseases which culminated in his death, 
Sept. 30, 1838. Mr. Arnold was a member of the Meth- 
odist Church fifty years. Before the days of school- houses 
and churches religious services were oft«n held in his 
shanty by the pioneer circuit riders. During the last ten 
or twelve years of his life he was a great sufferer, hut hia 
sufferings were borne with true Christian fortitude. In 
early life Mr. Arnold was a Democrat, but on the formation 
of the Republican party he joined its ranks, and was ever 
afterwards an ardent member. He held for many years 
the office of school inspector and justice of the peace, and 
was also town clerk and postmaster. For his' first wife he 
married Miss ^Hnldah Kemington, who lived but a year 
after her mariiage. April 10, 1831, he was married to 
Miss Catherine 8. Huganin, who was born March 20, 1805. 
There have been born to them six children, as follows : 



•William W., Aug. 25, 1832; Catherine E., May 5, 1834; 
Mary A,, Feb. 18, 1836; Adeline S., Dec. 18, 1838; 
John W., Dec. 13, 1840; Samuel A., July 2, 1845, died 
in the Union army, at Chattanooga, Tenn., March 24, 
1865. 



On PljinoutU Boek ouc fatheis landed 
In sixteen hundred and twenty ; 

The Indians then were able-handed. 
And lived in peaes and plenty. 

Our fathers drove Ihem from their innd, 
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The Indians have hsen driven haob. 

And shamefully been treatfld; 
Although in courage they ne'er lack. 

They've often been defeated. 

Tbey onoe roamed over these beautiful plaii 

Without molestation or fear ; 
They trapped and fished, enjoyed their smal 

And hunted their favorite deer. 

Will they ever revisit this spot 

Where the bones of their fathers now lie ? 
Ah, no! they surely will not 

O'er them cast a tear or n sigh. 



et the Great Spirit walch 
Till He ahal! hid it arise 
11 iht great human famil; 
Soon meet their dear Lo] 



must 
i in the skies. 

d iFd to inquire, 

ill the Indians retire, 
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If they go lo the plains of New J 

May the good Lord pity and hi 
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uur flinu, compassionate raLuer auove 

Doth all His red children survey; /'~* | 

Have we a better claim tp.Hls love,, ( -.OOOlf 
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any in the country. la tlie quantity of wlieat and corn 
raised in proportion to its area Gilead takes the first place, 
according to the returns of the census of 1874. 

The tflwn of Gilead received its name at the liands of 
Biahop Chase. Coming here in the spring-time, when the 
openings were carpeted with the verdant grass, and decked 
with a glorious profusion of bright-hued and fragrant 
blossoms, he saw tlio country at its best. As he stood 
upon a gentle eminence in the early morning, and looked 
through the vistas of the woods, marking the swelling 
knolls and undulating hollows into which thu surface was 
broken, he is said to have expressed his admiration and 
ej:all:ation in the words, " This is surely the fairest coun- 
try mj ojes ever beheld ! Here will I make my home, 
and I will call this beautiliil spot Gilead." And the name 
was and is still very appropriate, when we consider that 
it was fir»t applied to the fairesit portion of the '' Land of 
Promise." It was probably suggested to the bishop by 
the place from which be came. Mount Gilead, Ohio. 

The first settler in this town — and he was also the first 
settler in the southern tier of towns— was John Croy. He 
was a young man about twenty-five years of age, and had 
a wife named Margaret, who was a rosy and well-favored 
young woman, and two or three children. He came with 
a party from Monroe, and turned north at Bronson's 
Prairie. When nest heard of lie was at White Pigeon ; 
went from there to Pretty Prairie, and from that place 
came to Gilead early in the spring of 1331. He built a 
small pole shanty near the north line of the southeast quar- 
ter of section 7, about one hundred rods west and a little 
south of the present Methodist Episcopal church. It was 
a rude and rough affair, about twelve feet square, and fur- 
nished the pioneer family with shelter for several months, 
when it was supplanted by a log bouse built on the north 
side of the road, about fifty rods east and north of the 
shanty. While Uving in the shanty, and but a few weeks 
after their arrival, the young wife g.ive birth to a daughter, 
who was the first white child born in the town. She was 
chiistened Mary, and, reaching maturity, was married to 
Andrew Puller, of this town, and both are still living here. 
Croy did not long remain a resident of this town, but in 
1834 removed with his family to Iowa. At a later period 
he returned to Williams Co., Ohio, but finally went back to 
Iowa, and died there some four or five years ago. He was 
very eccentric in bis ways, — restless, uneasy, of fickle and 
changeable mind, and much given to moving about. It is 
said that he went West three times, and twice did not re- 
main long enough to unpack his goods. 

The ncKt settler was one who figured lai^ely in the early 
history of the town, and whoso name, from its wide noto- 
riety, is perhaps the best known of any which ever was 
connected with the town. We refer to Bishop Philander 
Chase. He came from Mount Gilead, in the State of Ohio, 
where he had been interested in a denominational school. 
His object in coming here was to found an Episcopalian 
college, and he thought that here he could, by starting 
from the very foundation, build up not only a school, but 
also a community, over which he, by virtue of liis priority, 
authority, and superiority, could wield a controlling influ- 
ence. He eame quite early in the spring of 1331, and was 



accompanied, or rather piloted in, by Wales Adams and 
Thomas Holmes. They found Croy on bis place, and the 
bishop selected his land and entered it at the land-office at 
White Pigeon. He took up somewhere from 800 to 1000 
acres of the choicest lands in the township. Procuring 
boards frou) Wales Adams' mill in Bronson, the bishop 
erected a shanty in the form of a letter A, in which he 
lived, using liis carriage for sleeping apartments. On the 
5th of May he went to White Pigeon and engaged Amasa 
Miller. Hiram Humphrey, and Thomas Tburber to come 
and build Inm a bouse. This bouse was the first frame 
house erected in Gilead, and stood on the southwest quarter 
of section 0. One peculiarity of this house lay in the fact 
that it was built without the use of liquor. From an es- 
perimental knowledge, in his own family, of the evil effeeta 
liquor drinking produces, the bishop had learned to hate it 
with a lioly horror, and would not allow it to be used on 
the premises, saying he " would not dare to live in a bouse 
in which liquor bad been used." The materials for this 
house, such as nails, screws, glass, putty, etc., were brought 
from White Pigeon by a man employed for that purpose. 
His name was Raymond, and, with the rest of the things, 
he brought an old wagon-cover, under which the party slept 
and stored their utensils and provisions during their stay 
of three weeks. The water to satisfy the thirst of the men 
had to be brought from Gilead Lake in a six-quart tin pail. 
The bishop's family at this time consisted of his wife and 
four children,— Dudley, Henry, Mary, and Philander, Jr., 
— the eldest being about twenty, and the youngest about 
eleven years of ago. During this same season be built a 
housu near the middle of section S, for a tenant, James 
Glass, who assisted him in his farming operations. It stood 
there many years, and was called the " Glass House." The 
next seasoTi the bishop erected another and larger dwelling 
and moved his family into it, and that year he harvested 40 
acres of wheat, wbiuh he had sown the fall before, which 
was the first 40 acres of wheat grown in Branch County. 
In furtberjnce of the object which brought him here the 
bishop built a school building in 1833. It was about 20 
by 30 feet square, and two stories high. In this a small 
school was taught by the bishop's nephew, Samuel Chase. 
The bishop's niece, Mrs. Russell, and her daughter Sarah, 
were at this time members of bia family, and an ardent 
affection sprang up between the nephew and grand-niece, 
which resulted in their marriage. This wedding — the first 
in the town — occurred on a Sabbath morning in the latter 
part of the summer, imcnediately after the usual service. 
The attendance on that occasion was unusually large, many 
coming from a distance, among them several from English 
Prairie, Ind. Of those present at the ceremony — which was 
performed by the bishop, clad in all the dignity of his offi- 
cial robes, and which lasted a very long time— but one per- 
son is now living in Gilead. That one is Mr, Samuel Booth, 
Soon after tins Bishop Chase went on a mission to England 
to solicit aid to build his college, and while still absent his 
dwelling caught fire, and in spite of all ■efforts to save it 
burned to the ground, A large share of the furniture and 
liousebold effects were saved by the exertions of the family 
and servants. News of this disaster at last reached the 
bishop in the mother-country, and the ri 
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that Bishop Chase's " mansion" in America had burned 
with all its contents. 

Tho result proved beneficial to the bishop's project, for, 
through sympatiij, many large suras of money were do- 
Dated to assist him in rebuilding and in carrying out his pet 
project, One widow lady is said to have given $1100 in 
a lump. To secure such munificent donations as this the 
bishop could well afford to lose even a much more preten- 
tious " mansion" than the one he had erected in Gilead. 
When he came to this country from Ohio, the bishop 
brought a lai^e drove of cattle numbering about one hundred 
head, and also brought some grass-seed, which he sowed 
broadcast in the openings as he rode through them on horse- 
back. This grass was different from any of the native 
grasses, and resembled somewhat the famous "blue grass" 
of Kentucky. It was easily propagated and hard to kill, 
soon spread throughout tlie region, and became known as 
" bishop grass." It is still found here, and is considered a 
valuable grass. In person the bishop was tall and portly, 
and when dressed in the flowing robes of his office pre- 
sented a dignified and majestic appearance. His disposi- 
tion was a little inclined to haughtiness, especially toward 
those who refused to show what he considered proper rev- 
erence for "the bishop." He had a full appreciation of 
the dignity of his office, and In requesting favors of his 
neighbors never used any other formula than this : " Tell 
such a one that ' f Ae bielii/p' wnnts such a thing." Tliis 
air of superiority no doubt had a marked effect upon the 
state of feeling esistbg between the bishop and his neigh- 
bors, many of whom were Methodists, and had no sympathy 
with anything that savored of aristocracy or hinted al. dis- 
play, and made the opposition to his enterprise more stern 
and uncompromising. No doubt this apparent hostility 
and spirit of independence had something to do with the 
bishop's change of location, when, in the spring of 1836, 
he sold out his interests here and removed to Robin's Nest, 
near Peoria, lU., where ho succeeded in establishing his 
college and received the appointment of bishop of that dio- 
cese. Although his enterprise here was in a great measure 
unsuccessful, yet the effect upon the people was very bene- 
ficial, stimulating them to live upon a little higher plane 
than the frontiersmen generally felt called upon to adopt. 
Who shall say how much of the intelligence and cul- 
ture, the advanced moral and religious feeling, and the 
public spirit and thrift which mark the town of G-ilcad, 
found their birth in the spirit of emulation which the 
bishop's life here fostered and encouraged ? The seminary 
building which was erected by the bishop remained stand- 
ing on the present farm of Joseph Keeslar, on section 9, 
until about two years ago, when it was torn down. The 
bishop also built the first saw-mill in town, on Prairie 
River, near the east line of section 4, in 1834-35. 

Following Bishop Chase, in June, 1831, came Abishai 
Sanders, with his wife, Rachael, and children. Charity, 
Keturah, Josiah, Levi, John, Jesse, Elijah, and Benja- 
min, the youngest being only two or three years old. They 
came from Big Island, Marion Co., 0. Their conveyances 
consisted of two wagons, one of them drawn by two yokes 
of oxen, and the other by one yoke of osen and a horse. 
Traveling by the way of Sandusky and Toledo, they fol- 



lowed the Territorial road and the Chicago turnpike to Bron- 
Bon's Prairie, and then turning southward, followed the 
Indian trail leading to Jackson Prairie, Ind., till they came 
to the land Mr. Sanders had entered in the fall of the 
previous year. This land was on sections 8 and 18, and 
consisted of 240 acres. The faniily hastily constructed 
a pen of rails, covered it with a shake roof, and in this 
pi'imitivo dwelling found shelter while they prepared some 
ground, planted some potatoes, and sowed some turnips. 
They had brought with them a " bull-plow," which had 
to be wooded before it could be used, and the crops wore 
not got into the ground until the 4th of July. Then 
logs were cut and prepared and a comfortable Ic^ house 
built, into which the family moved early in the fall, and 
found it an agreeable change from their former cramped 
and uncomfortable quarters. Abishai Sanders was one of 
the substantial citizens of the town for about twenty years, 
and was the first supervisor, holding that office six suc- 
cessive years. He sold his property here and removed to 
Vermilion Co., III., where he died about twelve years ago. 
His widow returned to this town and made her home with 
Josiah till her death, in 1873. In the fall of 18i6 there 
was a great deal of typhoid fever among the people, and 
John and Jesse Sanders died of that disease. Keturah 
married Elsley W. Fuller, removed to Steuben Co., Ind., 
and died there. Charity is still living near the line be- 
tween Indiana and IlUnois. Levi became a minister of the 
gospel, was appointed chaplain of the 125th Illinois In- 
fantry, and was killed in a skirmish at Park's Ford, on the 
Tennessee River, during the Rebellion. Elijah is now a 
resident of Nebraska, and Benjamin lives in Oregon. The 
only one of the family still residing in Gilead is Josiah, 
who, in 1840, married Mary Miller, of Indiana, bought a 
farm of eighty acres on section 17, and has since lived 
there, reaving a family of children and improving the land. 

About the same time with Sanders came a bacheloi' 
named - — — Downer, from some of the New England 
States, and entered three lots of land on the north shore 
of Gilead Lake. He built the first log house in the town, 
on section 6, about twenty rods south of what has since 
become widely known as Marsh's Corners. This bouse 
stood there for several years, and furnished a temporary 
homo for the families of several of the pioneers, among 
them the Booths, Clarks, and Eastmans. It was torn 
down about 1842. Downer did not remain here long. 
The Clark here mentioned built a house on the opposite 
side of the road, and soon alter removed to near Elkhart, 
Ind. 

In this same season, or early in the succeeding year, 
Benjamin Leverich settled in the southwest part of the 
town. Tho family consisted of father and mother and 
eight children. One of the daughters was Mrs. Wm. 
McClerg, and her husband and two children also belonged 
to the party. They came from Columbiana Co., Ohio. 
Benjamin and his oldest son, Thomas, were prominent mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The former, 
especially, was highly esteemed by his neighbors, and was 
a thorough farmer as well as an energetic and consistent 
Christian. In 1852 the entire family (with the eseeptipu 
of one daughter who had married Daniel Marsh) removed' 



y Google 





^Rs. Daniel Marsh. 



Daniel M'^RSH, 



DANIEL MARSH. 



Among the early settlers of Gilead was Daniel 
Marsh, who came to Michigan from the town of 
Clay, Onond^a Co., N. Y., in the fall of 1834. 
He was born in Erie Co., Pa., May, 1812, and 
while Daniel was yet a lad his father moved to 
Onondaga County, where he worked at day labor to 
support his family. As soon as Daniel was old 
enough he, too, was compelled to go out to work, 
and his earnings went to help support the family. 
His chances for an education were very limited, as 
he attended school but three months; still he was 
a great reader and a close observer, and in time 
fitted himself to do any ordinary business. 

When he arrived in Michigan his worldly pos- 
sessions consisted of fifty dollars in money and a 
half-interest in a yoke of oxen. In the spring of 
1834 he entered the southeast quarter of northwest 
quarter section 18, in Gilead, and bought, second- 
handed, the northeast quarter of nortliwest quarter 
same section. The land was unimproved, bnt the 
energy and perseverance of Mr. Marsh soon over- 
came all obstacles, and the wilderness was made to 
" blossom as a rose," 

Soon after his arrival he was married to Miss 
Mary Leverich, whose father was one of the first 



settlers in the township. She was born in Ohio, 
February, 1817. Their union has been blessed 
with four children as folloivs: Martha J., born 
Jan. 16, 1837; Cilicia A,, born September, 1840; 
Ijester M., born Oct. 6, 1846; and Alma 8., bom 
Aug. 4, 1855. All are now living, 

Mr. Marsh is spoken of by his neighbors and 
friends as an upright, industrious citizen, a kind 
friend, and an esteemed neighbor. To the small 
tract he first bought he has added, until at this 
time he owns a well-improved farm of two hun- 
dred and sixty acrts, acquired by hard work and 
good management. 

In early life he was in politics a Whig; he is 
now and since the organization of the Republican 
party has been an ardent Republican. He has 
been several times supervisor of his township, and 
has always taken a deep interest in educational 
matters, his own experience making him desirouB 
that his own and his neighbors' children should have 
the advantages of which he himself was deprived. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marsh are members of the Meth- 
odist Church, to which they have belonged over forty 
years, during all which time their daily walk in life 
has been that of devoted, earnest Christians. 
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to OreKon. While crossing tlie Humboldt River on their 
way to the Pacific coast one son, Abishai, was drowned 

In the spring of 1832, Benjamin Booth left his former 
home in Manlius, Onondaga Co., N, Y., and came as far 
West as Miles' Corners, in Oakland County, where his 
stepson, William Pui'dj, was living, and leaving his family 
there, ho and Purdy started West to look for land. When 
they arrived at Bronaon they heard of Bishop Chase, and 
decided to make him a visit. They did so, and when they 
had looked upon the openings Booth said ho desired to go 
no farther, for thin country was "good enough for hini." 
They then procured a map, and finding what lands were not 
yet taken up, made their selections, and going to the land- 
office entered them in July. Mr, Booth then returned 
and brought his family from Oakland County, arriving in 
Gilead in August. Tliey first moved into the Downer 
house, and about two months later into the house they had 
built on the south shore of Gilead Lake. A couple of 
years later Mr. Booth built the second frame liouse in the 
town, and the principal I'oom was for a few years used aa 
a place for holding elections and religious meetings. The 
Methodists, of which denomination Mr. Booth was a mem- 
ber, held circuit-preaching there very frequently. Mrs. 
Booth died in 1850, and Mr. Booth in February, 1853. 
Their children were five in number, — two sons and three 
daughters. One daughter died in Gilead, and two are 
living in Iowa. Of the sons, Jesse removed to Oregon in 
1854, and is now living there, and Samuel is an honored 
citizen of (jrilead, having a fine farm and residence on sec- 
James Kelly, whose wifo was a sister of the first settler, 
John Croy, settled near the southeast corner of section 7 
in the spring of 1833. He came from Marion Co., Ohio. 
In 1836 he sold his faiin to Elisha B. Williams, resen-ing 
a crop of 11 acres of wheat, which lie harvested before 
leaving the town, and then went to WilUams Co., Ohio, 
where he died some thirty years ago. 

John McKinley was a descendant of seven generations 
of John McKinley's, each of whom was an eldest son, and 
all of whom were blacksmiths. He came from Scotland in 
1826, and lived at Amsterdam, Montgomery Co., N. Y., 
until he came here in 1833. He was accompanied by his 
own family and his wife's mother, brother, and sister, 
Mat^aret, James, and Christina Bennie. James Bennie 
went to work for Bishop Chase, and three years later 
settled on the farm in Bethel which is now occupied by 
his son-in-law, Judson Sweeting, Mr. McKinley lived on 
the farm he took up on section 8, till his death, which 
occurred Feb. 5, 1876. His wife died in 1878. Their 
children, John McKinley, Jr., and Mrs. Margaret Love, 
are living on the estate, the latter occupying the old home- 
stead. Two children, born after the family came here, died 
some ten or fifteen years ago. 

Francis Bull, with his wife and three children, came here 
in 1833 or 1831, from Manlius, Onondaga Co., N. Y., and 
settled near Gilead Lake, on the town-Uno between Noble 
and Gilead. Two daughters were bom to them after they 
settled here, and the youngest, Emma, was drowned in the 
lake when two or three years old. Iler mother was down 
beside the lake doing her washing, and went to the house 



after some soap, leaving the children on the beach. While 
she was gone Kmma ran out on the plank on which they 
stood to dip the water, fell into the lake, and drifted out 
of reach. Help was secured as soon as possible, and she 
was taken from the water, but life was extinct, and every 
effort to resuscitate her proved of no avail. She was the 
only person ever drowned in Gilead Lake. Francis Bull, 
his two sons, George and William, and his daughter, Mrs. 
Mary Merritt, died in this town at different times from 
1852 to 1860. His other daughter, Ellen, married Dwight 
C. Marsh, a physician, who served in the army as a surgeon 
during the Rebellion. After the close of the war he was 
appointed collector of customs at El Paso, on the Rio 
Grand River, in Texas. He died in Ooldwater about five 
years ago, while on a visit there, and his widow and children 
still live at El Paso. Mrs. Bull went there to live with her 
daughter and died soon afterward. 

At about the same time that Mr. Bull settled here, fami- 
lies named Cmin and Sterne came in ; but they stayed only 
a short time before they again "moved on." A man by 
the name of Charles Richards settled on the town-line in 
the southwest comer of the town in 1832. His house was 
built in the town of Noble, but, lest it should escape men- 
tion, we notice it here, for it is still standing, and is used 
as a dwelling. It is the oldest residence in the vicinity, 
having been in constant use in that capacity for upwards of 
forty-six years. 

The Marsh family, consisting of Mrs. Marsh, her fimr 
sons, Wallace, Daniel, Ebenezer, and John, her daughter, 
Polly, and her son Wallace's wife and two or three children, 
came from Ciay, Onondaga Co., N. Y., in the fall of 1834. 
They lived in the unoccupied Clark house through the win- 
ter until Deceniber, having Isaac Freeman and his family 
with them. Daniel Marsh and his mother took up and 
purchased 200 acres in the north part of section 18. A 
year later he married Mary Leverieh. They are now living 
in Oregon, where they went in the fiill of 1873. Wallace 
settled on the west half of the northwest quarter of section 
18, and died here but a few years later. Ebenezer and 
John also secured farms and became respected citizens of 
the town. The former died here in February, 1856, and 
the latter removed to Oregon. Lester M. Marsh and Mrs. 
Alma S. Luce ai'e the only representatives of the family 
remaining in Gilead. They are children of Daniel Marsh. 

Lyman W. Lyon also settled here in 1834. He was a 
one-le^ed shoemaker, and built himself a shop on the town- 
line road, a little south of Gilead Lake, where he worked 
at his trade. He was the first shoemaker in the town, and 
died here many years ago. 

William Sweeting also settled in the northwest corner of 
the town that same season. His son Judson is now living 
in the adjoining (own of Bethel. The Sweeting came 
from Manlius, Onondaga Co., N. Y. 

In the year 1835, Jeremiah Bogardus, his nephews, Eli 
and Joseph Bogardus, and Ezekiel Fuller, with his wife, 
his sons, Elsley W., Jared, Merrill, Franklin, Andrew, and 
Chauncey, and his daughter Lucia, bccanie residents of 
Gilead. The Pullers settled in the east part of the town, 
adjoining Kinderhook. Ezekiol afterwards moved to Indi- _ V.,, 
ana, and died in that State. 
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Andrew, removed from the town, but tliej still remaio 

William Purdy was one of the pioneers of the State, 
landing in Detroit on the 4th day of July, 1824. He 
eame from Ovid, Seneca CO., N. Y., and, with his wife and 
one child, settled in Oakland County, near the present vil- 
lage of Auburn. A year lat«r he moved to the town of 
Troy, in that OJunty, and lived ataplae.* now called" Niloa' 
Comors" till he came to Gilead in January, 1835, and oe- 
capied the land he had taken up in 1832. He rented the 
vacant house built by Francis Bull, and lived there one 
year, during which time he had a log house built on his 
land, and twenty acres broken up and sown to wheat. He 
then moved on to his place He wks the fir^t blicbsmith 
in the town, and by working; for the ssttleis ind taking a 
portion of his pay in " breaking, he managed very soon to 
get his farm under cultivation His land was thi, eiL-t hall 
of the southwest Cjuarter of section 9, md Ins house, barn, 
and shop were built so that when an accurtte survey w is 
made, they were found to be putially m the highway 

Mr. Purdy is still living on the same plice, with hi^ son 
Wheeler and daughter Mary A His wife died some twelve 
years ago. Two sons died in Oakland County, and four — 
George, James, Blue, and Robert—died here. The last of 
these died of consumption, and at the time of his duiitli, 
in 1869, was serving hia seventh term as town elerk. An- 
other son, Thaddeua, studied law and was admitted to the 
bar, but getting the California fever, emigrated to that 
State, and was soon after elevated to the office of prosecut- 
ing attorney. A man had committed a murder and was 
placed under arrest, and a crowd of miners had gathered 
for the purpose of taking him from the officers and lynching 
him. The officers, among them being Purdy, were prepar- 
ing to defend the life of the prisoner, when, in handing 
about the firearms, a revolver was accidentally discharged, 
and the bullet struck Purdy in the back of the head, making 
a fatal wound. Cornelia, one of the daughters, mari'ied 
Benjamin Sanders, and Ls now living in Oregon. The last 
of this family of children, Edward, is now living in Ala- 
bama. He was town clerk of Gilead for several years, and 
held the office of constable for eighteen successive years. 

Job Williams became a resident of this town in 1836, 
arriving here with his wife and his children, Elisha B., 
Warren C, S. Zelotus, Lawrence B., Edward M., Char- 
lotte II., and Susan J., on the 25th of May. Ho had 
previously bought 300 acres of land on tlie north shore of 
Gilead Like, and hero ha built a log hou.sB, into which ho 
moved with all of his family escept Elisha B., who, with 
his wife and three children, moved into the house on the 
Kelly place, which he had purchased. The house Job 
built stood about twelve rods from the lake-shore. He 
bought his land of a lawyer living in Manlius, N. Y., who 
had allowed Bishop Chase to have what he could raise upon 
it, to assist in carrying out his college scheme. The bbhop 
had allowed James Bennie and John McKinley to sow a 
part of it to wheat. Williams, however, not having bar- 
gained to do so, would not allow the bishop to harvest the 
crop, and this made the bishop very angry. When the 
bishop sold out, WiOiams wanted to buy a cow of him, but 
be would not sell to him under any consideration. So 



WiUiams got William Purdy to buy the cow for him, 
which he did, and when the bishop found out how he had 
been circumvented his righteous indignation knew no 
bounds. In the spring of 1837 Mr. Williams purchased 
a cast-iron plow at Clinton and brought it to Gilead. It 
was the first improved plow brought into the town, and did 
a great amount, of work that season, running from eariy 
dawn till dark, and on moonlight nights running all night 
long. Job lived in this town until March 24, 18B7, 
when he died of heart-disease in the old house, then used 
as a shop, where ho had gone to fis something pertaining to 
the farm. His wife died October 1, 1852. The oldest 
and the youngest sons, Elisha B. and Edward M. Williams, 
are still residing in Gilead, engaged in farming and in man- 
ufactunng a pi istLr ind grissseed sower, invented by the 
htter, and patented June 13, 187C. The first-named of 
these brothers claims to have raised the largest field of 
wheat ever sown in Branch County. It was on what is 
known as ' Kines Piairie, on section 32, in the town of 
Bethel. The first year he broke up and put into wheat 
100 acres, and the nextyear he broke up 150 acres, plowed 
the other 100, and sowed the whole 250 acres to wheat. 
Charlotte D. and Susan J. aro both living in Kansas, Simon 
Z. in Coldwater, and Lawrence B., when last heard from, in 
California. The other son, Warren C, died Feb. 14, 1843, 
and was buried in the ground near the Union church. His 
was the first interment there. This burial-ground, contain- 
ing about one acre, was given for the purpose by Job and 
Edward M. Williams. 

Benjamin S. Wilkin?, from Marion Co., Ohio, was the 
first settler (except the Fullers) east of Prairie River 
in Gilead. Ho came first in the summer of 1831, and 
located some land on the southeast quarter of section 13. 
He then returned to Ohio and was miiriied there, coming 
to Gilead again in the month of September, 1836, and ho 
and his wife hired out to work for Abisliai Sanders for a 
year. Before commencing work for Sanders he built a log 
house on his land, his wife meanwhile remaining at the 
house of a relative in Indiana. At the expiration of their 
year at Sanders' they moved into their house. The bouse 
was not a great distance from Hog Lake, and, when short 
of provisions, Mr. Wilkins often went to the lake and re- 
turned in a few minutes with fish enough for an abundant 
meal. Mr. Wilkins, assisted by his son John, cleared and 
brought under cultivation his farm of 160 acres, and added 
to it by subsequent purehases. He died on the homestead, 
Aug. 17, 1872. His wife, Melinda, still survives him, and 
lives on the homestead with her son John H. Two other 
children, Mrs. Keturah E. Walter and Mrs. Susan Bixley, 
are also residents of the town. Four sons and two daughters 
have died in this town since the family settled here. 

Samuel Arnold, in the fall of 1836, left his wife and three 
children in NewyorkandcametoKinderhoolt, where he lived 
through the winter with his wife's uncle, John Waterhouse, 
at what is known as " Waterhouse Corners." That winter 
he taught the first school kept in the town of Kinderhook. 
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with Ilia family and lived for a few weelts in a house on the 
Bhores of H<^ Lake, whicli liad been built in 183)i by a 
niiin named Brady, who soon after left the town. He then 
built a shanty on his land, moved into it, and lived there 
four years, when he moved into a log house he had built a 
little east of the shanty, near the State road. Mr. Arnold 
was the first settler at East tiilead, and the locality received 
its name — still in common use — of " Arnold's Corners" after 
him. His farm was on the timbered opening, and he changed 
it, so (hat at the time of lits death he owned the south half 
of the southeast quarter of section 11 and the 40 acres ad- 
joining it on the west. His widow and son, John W., are 
at present living on the homestead. For a more detailed 
sketch ofSarauel Arnold the reader is referred to the ohapter 
of biographies. 

Obed Dickinson was a native of Massachusetts, and came 
from Amherst, Hampshire Co., to Michigan in the spring 
of 1836. Leaving his family with a son, who was living 
in Macomb County, he came on West in search of a loentioii 
till he reached Taylor & Stephens' tavern, on the Chicago 
rood, ill Batavia. There he was told that they had some 
desii-able land to dispose of, and they brought him to Gilead 
and sold him four 80-acre lots, two in Bethel and two in 
Gilead. Mr. Dickinson then purchased an acre of land at 
Marsh's Corners, and built there the largest Ic^ house in 
this part of the county. His family, consisting of hia wife, 
Experience, and his children, Obed, Jr., Abigail 0-, Joel 
B., Richard C, and Julia A., theu came on and moved 
into the house. The eldest son, Obed, was educated at 
Andover Theological Seminary, near Boston, Mass., was 
ordained as a Congregational minister, and in 1853 went to 
Oregon as a liomo missionary. He is now living at Salem. 
Joel, with his brother Oeram, who never resided here, Settled 
in Iowa a few years later, and is now living at Muscatine, 
in that State. Richard devoted his life to mercantile pur- 
suits, and is now engaged in the produce trade at Toledo, 
Ohio. Abigail, now Mrs. Samuel Booth, and Julia, now 
Mi's. Cyrus G. Luce, are still residing in Gilead. Obed 
Dickinson died in the fall of 1838, of disease caused by the 
climate, and his wife survived him about seven years. 

Peter Keeslar, who, with his wife, is still living in the 
south part of Gitead, on the farm he originally settled, came 
here with his wife and four sons in 1837. Two children, 
Joseph and Mrs. Sarah Immels, are also living in this town, 

Don C- Mather also settled in the south part of the town 
in 1837. He was a mill-wriglit by trade, and was a reliable 
man and an estimable citizen. He died here about ten 
yoara ago, leaving a son, Frederick, who lives on the home- 
stead, and a daughter, Mrs. Loretta Wheeler, who lives at 
Orland, Ind. 

Burr D. Gray was also a settler of 1837. His trade was 
that of carpenter and joiner, and ho assisted in the erection 
of many houses and other buildings in Gilead. He died in 
Coldwater several years ago. His children all removed from 
town. Mrs. David If. Green, of Coldwater, was one of them. 

Emerson Marsh, after whom " The Corners" on the north 
line of the town was named, was the first merchant in 
Gilead. He came from the town of Camden, in Oneida 
Co., N. Y., in the spring of 1838, and brought with him a 
■peddler's n;igoii, well stocked with such goods us he thougiit 



would be in demand among the settlers. With this rig he 
traveled about the country for two or three years, and then 
traded his horses and wagon for forty acres of land in the 
north part of the town. This land he subsequently traded 
for forty acres in the northeast corner of section 6, and on 
that, in 1841 or 1842, he built a large store, and filled it 
with a fine stock of goods. He continued in business there 
till 1856, buying large quantities of grain and produce, and 
running a large "ashery" in connection with the store, and 
then removed to Coldwater, where he is now living. While 
living here his wife (formerly Maria Dickinson) died, and 
he was afterwards married to Mrs. Haynes, of Coldwater, 
He was a valuable citizen, being a man of energy and ex- 
cellent judgment in business matters, and a firm and con- 
sistent member of the Presbyterian Church, of which he 
was a deacon. The store building has been removed about 
one mile and a half south of its former location, and is used 
by Mr. E. B. Williams as a dweUing. 

Horace B. Williams, who was a nephew of Job Williams, 
settled here about the year 1838. He was for many years, 
a prominent citizen of the town, and held several town 
offices, among them super\'isor, treasurer, and justice of the 
peace. He is now living in Bronson. He is said to have 
introduced the first ihTcshing-machine, ever used in Gilead, 
about the time of his settlement. 

Jared Fox, Isaac Adams, and Chester Adams settled in 
the east part of the town in the fall of 1838, and James 
Ferguson and Ueoi^e D. Lods in 1839. The latter was the 
first blacksmith in this part of the town. He now resides 
in the west part of the town. 

Rev. Jehiet H. Hard settled here about 1840. He was 
a local preacher of the Methodist Church, and the second 
supervisor of the town. He held the office three years. 
He was also what is known as "side-judge" of the court, 
He subsequently removed to the north part of the State, 
and was killed by a kick from a horse. 

Joshua Galium was one of the " characters" of the east- 
em part of Gilead. Settling here about 1840, he devoted 
his time and attention to hunting and trapping, and was 
very successful, having command of the mysterious arts of 
woodcrafts in a degree seldom po^essed by any, even among 
those children of the forest, the Indians. 

The Green family left Akron (Ohio) on the 19th of 
April, 1841, arrived in Gilead on the 9th of June, and 
moved into the half-finished house of D. C. Mather. 
" Uncle Dave," as the head of the family was familiarly 
called, had bought 200 acres of land on the State line at 
13.80 per acre, of David Waterman, But five acres of this 
had been improved. Assisted by Cornelius Irving, Mr. 
Green built a small frame house, into which the family 
moved about the middle of July, The eldest son, David 
N,,had come West with his father, when the land was pur- 
chased, and, while his father was gone Bast after the family, 
he plowed and planted the improved land. Mr. Green was 
a man of great powers of endurance and possessed uncom- 
mon enet^y. For twenty-sis years he resided in this town, 
and then removed to Coldwater, where he is now living. 
David N. Green has risen to considerable prominence in the 
field of political and public life. He removed to Coldwater 
about twenty years ago, and is still I 
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held the offices of sheriff, ITnited States assessor, deputy 
provost-marshal, and judge of probate, which latter office 
he now holds, having entered upon bis "thin! term" in 
that position. Another son, Elijuh G. S. Oreen, is a suc- 
cessful farmer, and has a fine farm and pleasant location on 
section 9. His brother, Alexander R., lives in the south 
part of the town. 

Constant Voinett, Warren Tjler, Peter Gino, and Jesse 
Barrett settled in the east part of the town in 1842, 
Leander Merrill in 184^, Wm. J. Phelps in 1844, John G. 
and James Bartlett in 1845, and John, Peter, Cornelius, 
and Benoni Sinclair about that time. These all took up 
and improved, new farms. The Phelps here mentioned 
was blessed with a religious experience rather more varied 
and extensive than fulls usually to the lot of mankind. 
He was converted and baptized three times before he left 
Gilead. The first time he was baptized as a Methodist, 
then immersed as a Free- Will Baptist, and lastly bapiized as 
a member of that immaculate sect, the Latter-day Saints or 
Mormons. As a member of this denomination he ex- 
hibited great zeal, and anxiously sought the conversion of 
his friends to that peculiar belief. Among others he ear- 
nestly pleaded with Samuel Arnold and his wife to join 
the Mormons. Mrs. Arnold, somewhat curious to learn in 
regard to such matters, said to him, "Mr. Phelps, you 
have been baptized as a Methodist, Baptist, and Mormon. 
Now, where is the difference in the efficacy of the ritoV" 
" Mrs, Arnold," he replied, " the difference is this : when 
I was baptised as a Mormon I received the Holy Ghost in 
the water." Considering the habits of life and the un- 
savory practices of the Mormons, it seems very improbable 
that many of the members of the sect ever met with the 
same experience. 

Lemuel L. Graham came from Scui^is to Gilead in 
1845, and bought a laq^e tract of land that had formerly 
belonged to Bishop Chase. He had lived in Sturgis eleven 
years, and died the year after he settled here. His son, 
Lemuel L., now lives on the homestead, which is the 
southwest quarter of section 17. Professor Daniel Graham, 
once president of Hillsdale College, and now a resident of 
Chicago, and A. J, Graham, of New York, the eelebraled 
short-hand reporter, author of a number of works on pho- 
nography, and inventor of the phonographic system which 
bears his name, were sons of Lemuel L., 8r., and lived 
in Gilead a portion of their lives. The history of A. J. 
Graham is quite peculiar. It is thus briefly and graphic- 
ally sketched by Mr. T, Cowall in a scries of articles pub- 
lished in the Coldwater Republican in the winter of 1879: 
" With a great love for study and mental improvement he 
had no aptitude or liking for farm work, and acquired the 
reputation of heing lazy. He was, however, trying to dis- 
cipline his mind and store it with useful knowledge, and 
when finally, by accident, ho came across an old pamphlet 
treating upon the art of stenography, he at once set at 
work, without any tutor, to master the science. To a 
young friend he said, ' I have commenced the study of the 
art of phonography, and I shall never rest satisfied until I 
have sealed the loftiest heights of the profession.' The 
results have more than justified the assertion. No author 
in the old world or new has ever achieved more orominence 



in this line than he. His disciples can be numbered hy 
thousands." 

Among the later settlers we find Hon. Cyrus G. Luce, 
who first took up his residence in Gilead in August, 
1849. Ha has become the most distinguished citizen 
of the town, one of its most successful farmers, and 
receives, even as he merits, the affectionate regard, perfect 
confidence, and hearty esteem of his neighbors and ac- 
quaintances. A sketch of his life will be found in another 
part of this work. 

The experiences of the pioneers of Gilead were neces- 
sarily very like those of all pioneers. They had their 
peculiar trials, troubles, hardships, and privations to 
undergo, and enjoyed, also, their peculiar pleasures. These 
reminiscences will long be preserved as traditions among 
their descendants, but their preservation in the pages of 
history would involve a superhuman task, and load down 
the library shelves with unread volumes. Consequently, 
we are obliged to confine ourselves to mentioning only the 
most essential facts and the most unusual incidents. 

One Indian trail crossed this town from east to west, 
leading from an Indian camp or village in Kinderhook to 
English Prairie, in Indiana. There were many Indians 
here, pursuing their peculiar occupations, associating freely, 
and always on perfectly fiiendly terms, with the whites, and 
trading with them whenever opportunity oflered. Befoi'e 
the whites had been long here these Indians were removed 
to their reservation in the Indian Territory. 

About the first and most important work that the settlers 
had to perform was that of breaking up the soil for crops. 
This was usually done with what was called a " bar-share" 
plow, a brief description of which may not be considered 
out of place here. The base, or foundation, of the plow 
was a fiat plate of iron about 30 inches long, 20 inches 
wide, thick on one edge and thin on the other, the thick 
edge forming a landside. The forward end of this was 
laid with steel and made very sharp. On this a strong 
wooden post stood, reaching to, and mortised into, the 
beam, the whole being fastened fii'mly together by strong 
bolts. This beam was of wood, about 9 feet long, and 
some 5 by 7 inches in size. A coulter, made of steel and 
ground sharp, was clamped to the beam and reached to 
a notch in the share. To the beam and share a mould- 
board, rived out of a log having the proper twist, was at- 
tached. This mould-board was generally protected with a 
covering of sheet-iron. The handles were attjiched to the 
beam and to the mould-board. A clevis and wheel at the 
forward end of the beam completed this heavy and cum- 
brous piece of agricultural machinery. It would weigh 
between 200 and 300 pounds, and, when drawn by from 
6 to 12 yoke of oxen, would break up from 1 to 2 acres 
of land in a day, cutting a furrow about 18 inches wide 
and from 6 to 10 inches deep, and cutting off roots and 
stumps up to the' thickness of a man's thigh without 
seriously checking the progress of the team. It required 
two men to use it, one to drive and the other to hold the 
plow. It is said that a man named Chaunoey Morgan ran 
the first breaking plow in Gilead. Elisha B. Williams, 
Samuel Booth, and others, also did a good deal of this 



kind of work. 
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Bishop Cliiiat! hi'ought tho firat carriage iuto this town 
yihen he came, id 1831. Benjamin Booth brought the first 
sinffle carriage when he eanie, in 1832. Thia vehicle waa in 
great demand throughout the region hy those who desired 
to tide out in style. It met with a tragic fate about two 
years after. Mr. Booth kept it sheltered in a small shed, 
near wliieh stood a large black-oak tree. This tree it be- 
came necessary to cut down, and the work being done the 
tree began fo fall. But (the best-laid plane, etc.), contrary 
to expectations, the tree in falling met with some obstruc- 
tion that caused it to sway from its proper direction, and 
fall with a thundering crash upon the shed and ill-fated 
carriage. A couple of ycare later Mr. Booth replaced the 
carriage with another, after which he drove fo Syracuse, 
N. Y., and then drove back here, driving all the way, except 
from Detroit to Buffalo and from Buffalo to Detroit. This 
carriage lasted him as long as he lived. 

As illustrating the perfect confidence existing between 
the early settlers, we relate the following incident: Elisha 
B. Williams once wished to use $11)0 in his business, and 
went to Abishai Sanders to borrow that amount. Mr. San- 
ders was at work at a distance from the house, and, when 
Mr. Williams had made known his errand, said to him, " I 
guess I can let you have it. You'll find the pocket-book on 
the mantel-shelf over the fireplace. Go and get it, take out 
what you want, and then put the- book back." Mr. Wil- 
liams preferred to have him go and get it, but he refused 
to do so. So he went to the house, took down the pocket- 
book, which contained 8500, and counted out the amount he 
wanted. Mrs. Sanders was present, but refused to get the 
money, saying she was " no hand to count it." When Mr. 
Williams went to pay back the borrowed money, ho found 
Mr. Sanders in the woods, and tendered him the money. 
Sanders refused to take it, saying, " You borrowed the 
money of the pocket-book, now you must pay it hack tu the 
pocket-book." And so he did. In the present age of the 
world such a method of conducting business transactions 
would seem very novel indeed. Is it because people are 
less honest now than they were then ? 

The first post-office in town bore the name of G-ilead, 
and was established in 1834, with Bishop Chase as the 
postmaster. It was kept afterwards for many years by 
Emerson Marsh at his store at "The Corners." His suc- 
cessors were Robert Ward, Theron Spring, and Dr. N. B. 
Ilewett, who is the present incumbent James Glass took 
the first contract for carrying the mails over the route, 
which was then only from Bronson to Gilead, and he sub- 
let it to Samuel Booth. The compensation was $30 per 
year. This office is now on the route from Bronson to 
Orlaiid, Ind., and is supplied with a daily mail. The East 
Gilead post-office was established in May, 1857, and Sam- 
uel Arnold was first commissioned as postmaster. He 
served ten years, and was succeeded by Almond S. Graves, 
who is the present postmaster. 

The first school in the town was the one kept by Samuel 
Chase; but the first public school was kept by James Mc- 
Kinley, about I83G-37, in the first schooi-houae erected in 
the town, a primitive structure occupying the site of the 
present residence of D. 0. May, near the east shore of 
Gilead Lake. The building was not over 15 by 20 feet in 
33 



size, and built of logs hewed to some semblance of smooth- 
ness upon the inside of the room. Miss Charlotte Hum- 
phrey was also an early toacher there. The first school in 
the east part of the town was kept by Viola Collins, about 
a mile east of Arnold's Corners, as early as 1810. In the 
matter of education Gilead keeps pace with the times. Her 
schools are numerous and well sustained, and her school 
buildings indicative of good taste as well of a deep interest 
taken by the people in the cause of intellectual improvement. 

It is told by some people, whose powers of memory reach 
back to the earliest existence of the town, that Bishop Chase 
once platted a village>on the shore of the lake ; and they 
find much amusement in recalling the fact that on his plat 
a lot reaching to the lake was designated " a mill-seat." It 
is probable that the bishop referred to a steam-mill seat. 
But, however this may be, no village ever esisted there. 
Within a few years a little hamlet sprung up at Arnold's 
Corners, which bears the name of East Gilead, and boasts 
a dozen dwellings, a store, blacksmith -shop, church, and 
steam saw-mill. The saw-mil! was a portable one, and 
was brought to its present location in the summer of 1870, 
by Messrs. Quimby Bros. It is now owned by Luke J. 
Carpenter and Thomas Clay, and is doing a good business. 
The blacksmith -shop was opened in 1871, by Adam Baker. 
A wagon-shop was added by Franklin Piatt, in 1873. 
John Haynea opened the first store (a small grocery), and 
kept it a year, commencing in the winter of 1875. The 
present store of Charles Carroll was opened by him in 
June, 1878, in the building fitted up in 1877 for that 
purpose by L. J. Carpenter. 

The town of Gilead waa separately organized by the 
Legislature of 1836-37. Previously it had been first a 
part of the town of Green, and then either of Batavia or a 
township called Prairie Kiver. There are no records or 
traditions that have enabled the writer to exactly determine 
what its political and civil relations were previous to its 
erection as a town by itself 

The first town-meeting was held on the third day of 
April, 1837, and, though the place of meeting is not 
recorded, was probably held at the house of Benjamin 
Booth. Abishai Sa ridel's was elected Supervisor, and 
Albert W. Glass, Town Clerk. The names of others 
elected to office will be found elsewhere. Among others 
the following resolution was passed : " That all the officers 
elected at that election should (so far as they were entitled 
by virtue of their offices to draw compensation from the 
town) serve gratis." The record shows that the highest 
vote polled by any one candidate waa 35. William Purdy 
was elected Poundmaster, and Jesse Booth and Daniel 
Marsh, Fence- Viewers. 

The bounty on wolves waa fixed at one, two, and three 
dollars, respectively, for whelps, males, and females. 

A cursory examination of the records reveals a few 
amusing entries, among them the following in the record 
of " estraya," via. : " A dark sorel or light Chestnut mare 
with dark mane and tail supposed to be three or four Yeara 
Oald." And, again, " a bay mare three white feet Star in 
the forward ;" and also, " one heifer Read white under 
her," etc. In the record of the town-meeting of 1 
the following lucid paragraph ; " 1 
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be restrained from running at lai^e ; voted, that every sutch 
Rreach thereof, after one day's Notice, Shall forflt five 
dollars for the same for every day it runs at large," and, 
further, " voted that it ahail be fifty cents penality ahead 
for every horse runing at large," The school inspectors, 
too, do not seem to have been selected entirely for their 
educational acquirements, for they are reported to have 
granted certificates to persons whom they, "the under- 
sighned," had esamiaed in " Othography, Gramnier, Geog- 
raphy, and Arithmatic." Swd certificates were to be good 
for two years, unless " anuld aeording to law." At least 
once in the past the town is credited with having elected 
" Overceers" of highways. 

On the ([Ue.stion of liquor selling, and liquor drinking as 
well, the town of Gilead has ever opposed the traffic and 
taken a bold stand fur temperance. Shall we say that this 
fact, coupled with that of the materia! growth and pros- 
perity of the town, has no significance, and teaches the 
oi>servaDt student of cause and effect no useful lesson? 
In 1850 the town voted against license, and June 20, 1853, 
the vote on the adoption of the Maine law stood (!5 to 14 
in favor of it. 

When the question of adopting the first State constitu- 
tion was being ^itated, a convention was called to meet in 
Branch, and this town sent Elisha B. Williams and Jesse 
Booth as delegates. They traveled with one horse. One 
of them would ride it a couple of wiles, then dismount, 
hitch the horse beside the road, and press forward on foot. 
The other one coming up would then mount the horse, 
pass the first, and riding a couple of miles dismount and 
leave the horse for the other when he came along. In this 
way they progressed till they reached tlieir destination. 

The political history of Gilead has not been of a very 
exciting character. Moving, along in the even tenor of her 
way, paying more regard to the personal qualifications than 
to the personal political affiliations of candidates for town 
officers, she has, in the main, chosen wisely, and escaped 
any serious maladministration of her affairs. Previous to 
1854 the political sentiment in the ascendancy was the 
Whig principle, though the strength of the parties was 
pretty evenly balanced. In the fall of 1854 some Gilead 
people became inquisitive to know something about the 
" American" party, but their queries were always met with 
the stereotyped phrase, " I don't know." This served to 
stimulate their curiosity, and some of them resolved to 
solve the mystery by bearding the bugbear in his den, — that 
is, they resolved to go to Coldwater, where a lodge had 
been started, and join it. In pursuance of this resolve 
David a. Green, George J. Langs, and Benjamin Sanders 
presented themselves at the proper time and received three 
degrees each, and were vested with authority to organize a 
lodge in Gilead. Upon their arrival home they began to 
talk privately with their friends and a meeting was agreed 
upon, which was held in an upper room in the Seminary 
building erected by Bishop Chase, and a lodge was oi^anized 
with twenty-five members. The meetings were held weekly 
and the membership rapidly increased, until before the fali 
election came off they had a majority of the voters of the 
town in their ranks. They carried that election by a fair 
majority. But the thoughtful members of the party, after 



a careful and painstaking investigation of its principles, 
became convinced that they were pemieioua in their tend- 
ency, and would, if carried out, result in the overthrow of 
free republican institutions. They therefore abandoned it, 
and oi^nizing the Republican party marched to victory in 
the spring election, with Daniel Marsh heading their ticket. 
From that time on the Republicans gained in numbers and 
strength, and the Democrats met with corresponding losses 
until they became so reduced as to maintain but a nominal 
existence. During the war, Gilead was the banner town 
for the Republican party in Branch County. In the spring 
of 1878 the National party was organized in a manner very 
similar to that which characterized the formation of the 
" Know- Nothings," and they carried the town by an average 
majority of about eight votes. At the election last fall, 
however, the tables were reversed, and the vote stood, Re- 
publicans, 106; Nationals, 89; Democrats, 9. 

While the " Know- Nothings" were in full blast an amus- 
ing incident occurred which still remains fresh in the minds 
of those who were witnesses. Rev. Silas Headley, a minister 
of the Free- Will Baptist denomination, had been prevailed 
upon to send in his name, and being accepted, presented 
himself for initiation along with Robert Purdy and several 
other candidates. The meerings were then being held in a 
partially finished house, and the floor of the first ante-room 
was covered with shavings. One of the workmen had in 
some way injured himself, and on the shavings which 
strewed the floor there was considerable blood. Headley 
was a somewhat nervous and timorous man, and Purdy was 
quite a wag, so, to bi^uile the weary muments of waiting, 
he detailed, for the benefit i>f his auditors, and especially of 
Headley, all the horrible tales he could invent regarding the 
awful and lawless procedures of the " Know- Nothings." 
Headley grew nervous and fidgety under this treatment, 
and several times declared that he thought perhaps he had 
better " back out." At last Purdy began to comment upon 
the sanguinary appearance of the shavings, and said he had 
no doubt that it was caused by the blood of some traitor to 
the order, whose throat had been cut to punish him for his 
duplicity and treachery. Just at this moment a door opened 
and the candidates were ushered into another room, Headley 
being in a free perspiration and fairly shaking with fright. 
As they entered, a sepulchral voice from some unseen corner 
rolled forth the words, " Guards, do your duly !" This 
capped the climas, and with a yell of fear, and a promise 
not to reveal anything he had learned, Headley sprang 
through the doorway, rushed down the stairs mounted his 
horse, and dashed away through the night as if pursued by 
a thousand spirits of darkness. 

During the war of the Rebellion, Gilead sent out 72 of 
its citizens to battle for the Union cause. Of that number 
about one-third never came back, but gave their lives as 
noble sacrifices upon the altar of their country. By refer- 
ence to the list of soldiers published in another part of this 
work, their names will be seen. But in the hearts of their 
friends and grateful fellow-citizens they need no other tablet 
than the love and honor with which their names are ever 
cherished. The town also expended about $3000, besides 
what money was raised by private Bubsctiptioii 
cuting the war. | |oR-od by V 
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The following civil list of Gilead allows the names and 
dateof election ofall the town officers from 1837 to 1878: 


1870. Lester M. Marsh (s. v.). 

1871. John W. Arnold (f. t.). 
Bmanuel Gilbert (1. v.). 


1974. Squire 0. Beers, 

1875. Allen Weaver. 

1876. Lester M. Marsh (f.t.). 


CIVIL 


LIST. 


E. C. 8. Green (8. v.), 
1872. Lester M, Marsh, 


1876-77. E. C. S. Green (y. and 
f.t.). 


BUPEHYiSOna. 


1873. Albert A. Luce. 


1978. John II. Wilkins. 


1837-12. Abishai Sanders. 


1859-59. Edward Webb, Jr.f 






1843-45. Jehiel H. Hard. 


1860-62. Job A. Smith. 


C0MM1S3I0NEKS 


OF HIGHWAYS. 


1846-47. Daniel Marsh. 


1863-65. Cyrus G. Luce. 


1837-39. Daniel Marsh. 


1951. Johnston Fergason. 


1343. Blalej W. Fuller. 


1866. Lemuel L. Graham. 


Eliaha B. Williams. 


1952. Edward Webb. 


1S49-51. JahD Mareh. 


1867. Albert A. Luce. 


Benjamin S. Wilkins. 


1853. Major D. Williams. 


1852. Cyrus G. Luce. 


1889-71. George J. Langs. 


1838. James Mills. 


1954. Isaac Adams (f. t.). 


1853. David N. Green. 


187S. Jared Fuller. 


Jesse Booth. 


Silas Ileadley (v.). 


1854. Lewis J. Whiloomb. 


1873. George J. Langs. 


1839. Joseph Freeman. 


1855. Benjamin S. Wilkins. 


1855. DttiiiBl Marsh (res.). 


1874-75. Cyrus «. Luoe, 


Samuel Arnold. 


1866. A. W. Miller (f. t.). 


David N. Green (app.). 


1876. Thomas Laxenby, 


1840. Chester Adams. 


James Foglesang (v.). 


I8&6. Iloraee B. Will auiE. 


1877. Cyrus «, Luce. 


Wm. McClerg. 


1857. George Mott (f. t.). 


1857-58. Cyrus G. Luoe.« 


1878. Joseph Keeslar. 


Benjamin Loveriob. 


Joseph Keeslar (v.). 






1341. Lean der Merrill. 


Samuel Arnold (^p.). 






Daniel Marsh. 


1858. Constant Voinett. 


1837-38. Albert W. Glass. 


1955, George J. Langs. 




1369. Jobo Feller (f. t.). 


1839. Levi Sanders. 


1856. Elijah Sanders (rem.). 


1842. David Green. 


1859-60. J.FergU6on(v.andf.t.). 


1340. Blsley W. Fuller. 


Benjamin Sanders (app.). 


Jared Fix, 


1861. Virgil Little. 


1941-42. Bmerson Marsh. 


1857-58. Eiiab S. Hilton. 


Jesse Booth. 


1862. J.A.J. Metzgar. 


1S43-46. William MoClerg. 


1859-62. DwightO. Marsh (res,). 


1843. Joseph Freeman. 


1863. Benjamin S. Wilkins. 


1847. Blsley W. Fuller. 


1862-63. R. Purdy (app. 1962). 


John Mar»b, 


1364. Squire G. Beers. 


1848. Lorenzo C. Ilnrd. 


1864. Edward Purdy, 


Benjamin S. Wilkins. 


1365. Daniel Marsh. 


1349. Abishai Sanders. 


186i-6a. Robert Purdy (died). 


1844. Daniel Marsh. 


1866. Virgil Little. 


1850-51. Mltebell Bxree. 


1869-75. E, Purdy (app. 1869). 


Horace B. Williams. 


1SB7. Squire 0. Beers. 




1878-77. Giles A. Biiler. 


Samuel Arnold. 


1868. Job A. Smith (f. t.). 


185.t. Homer A. Loomis. 


1878. George J. Langs. 


1845, James McWethy, 


William Meek (v.). 


1854. Jared Fuller. 




1845-46. Jesse Barrett. 


1889. George J. Langs. 






Benjamin Leveriob. 


1870. Squire G. Beers. 


Hi HAS 


TREHS. 


1846. Harrison Nash. 


1871. Job A. Smith. 


1839-41. Abishai Sanders. 


l8o7. Joseph Baker (res.). 


1847. Benj. S. Wilkins |3 years). 


1S72. William Meek (f.t.). 


1842-46. William Purdj. 


Daniel Marsh (app.). 


David N. Green (2 years). 


Darwin A. Thompson (v.). 


1847. Joseph FreeioBu. 


1858-59. Jared Fnller. 


Mord. Leverioh (1 year). 


1373. Sqniro G. Beers. 


1848. Edward Webb. 


1860-01. Benjamin S. Wilkins. 


1848. Joseph Keeslar. 


1874. Darwin A. Thompson. 


184B. John Campbell. 


1862-63. Virgil Litlle. 


1849. Simon Z. Williams. 


1875. Miles Wheeler. 


1850-51. Horace B. Williams. 


1364^68. Hugh W. Martin. 


1850. Isaac Adams (f. t.). 


1876. Hiram Brown. 


1852. David N. Green. 


1869. William Keeslar. 


Isaac Freeman (V,). 


1877, Chauncey II, Brooks. 


1853. John Whilcomb. 


1870-71. Bdward Webb, Jr. 


Jobn Freeman (app.). 


1878. Bdward M. Williams. 


1954. Lorenzo C. Ilurd. 


1872-74. Alosandor R. Green. 






1855. Edward Webb. 


1875-77. Darwin A. Thompson. 






1S56. Joseph Keeslar. 


1878, Chauncey H. Brooks. 


1837. William McClerg. 


1642-43. Samuel Arnold. 






1837-39. Thomas Leverich. 


1843. John MeKinley. 






1837-39. Joshua W. Marsh, 


1844. John Marsh. 


1837. James Glass {4 years). 


1855. J. A. J. Metigar (f. t.). 


1938. Blisha B. Williams, 


1844-47. Esekiel Fuller. 


Thomas Gothrop (3 years). 


Arunah Ransford (v.). 


1839, Samuel Arnold. 


1845. Thomas Leverioh. 




1856. Mitchell Biree (f. t,). 


Jesse Booth. 


1846. Blsley W. Fuller. 


Wm. MeClorg(lyear]. 


JamesMorrelMv.). 


1940. F. C. Ball. 


1847. Jared Fuller. 


1838, Horace B. Williams (f. t.]. 


1857, Almood S. Graves (f. t.). 


Isaac Freeman. 


1848^9. John MeKinley. 


Benjamin Booth (v.). 


Arunah Ransford (v.). 


William McClerg. 


Jared Foi. 


1839-40". No record. 


1858. Johns, Merrill (f.t.). 


1841-42. John Marsh. 


1850. Bzekiel Fuller. 


1841. Samnel Arnold. 


James Foglesang (v.). 


Chester Adams. 


Loreoio C. Hurd. 


1842. Horace B. Williams. 




John MoKinloy. 




1843. William MoClerg. 


Benjamin Sanders (v.). 






1844. Bmerson Marsh. 


1880. MitoheU Birce. 






1845. Bzekiel Fuller (f. t.). 
John Marsh (v.). 

1846. Horoee B. Williams. 


1861. James Fogleaang (f.t.). 
Ijoorge J. Langs (1. v.). 
1861-62. A. Blass (S.V. and f.t.). 


1837-38. Lyman W. Lyon. 
1839. Samuel Booth. 


1840. Lyman W. Lyon. 

1841. Jareii Fuller. 


1847. Lorenio C. Hurd. 


1883. Benjamin S. Wilkins. 


OVERSEE aa 


F THE POOIt. 


1848. David N. Green. 

1849. Samuel Arnold, 

1850. Mordeoai Levorioh. 

1351. C. G. Luoe (res. 1852). 

1352. Adam Blass (f. t.). 
John A. J. MeUgar. 

1853. John H. Wilkins (!. t.). 
Loren«, C. Hurd (v.). 

1854. John S. Merritt (f. t.). 
ArunahRansf«rd(v.). 


1864. Stephen Krum (f. t.). 
Robert Purdy (v.). 

1865. James Foglesang (f. t.). 
8c[uire G. Beers (v.). 

1866. Horatio N. Richards (f. t.). 
Jan,ea Foglesang (l. v.). 
Joh A. Smith (s. v.). 

1867-69. Noreoord. 
1870. John WaterhoBSB (f. t.). 
Robert Ward (1. v.). 


1937. Job Williams, 

Benj. Leverich, 
1338. John MoKinlej. 
1838-59. Benjamin Booth. 
1840-41. Benjamin Leverioh. 
1841-42. Bzekiel Fuller. 
1842-44. John MeKinley. 
1943. Benjamin Leverich. 

1844. Emerson Marsh. 

1845. William Pnrdy. 


1846. Elisha B. Williams. 

1847. John MeKinley. 

1848. David Green. 
1948-50. Emerson Marsh. 

1849. Abishai Sanders. 
1850-51. David Green. 

1851. Horace B. Williams. 

1852. Robert Hard. 
John Campbell. 

1854. John MeKinley. 


n Elected county tr 


Murer II ml resigned. 


Daniel Marsh. 


1855. Blisha B.Wii;iHins. 


f A|jpointcd iu 185 


, m-ce Luee, resigned. 


1816. John Marsh. 
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ISSr. William HoClerg. 


1856 


H, A. Loomia (remo 


ThomaB Oothrop. 




George J. Langc (ap 


1S3T-3S. Obed DickiDSUD. 


185? 


Robert Purdy (app.) 


1838. Albert W. (JlitBa. 




Cyrus a. Luec (app. 


1838-.19. Le.i Sanders. 


1958 


Daniel Spring (f. t.) 


ISS9. EmeraoD Marab. 




Samuel Arnold (v.). 


1839-40. Elalej W. Fuller. 


1559 


Job A. Smith. 


1840. William McClerg. 


ISflO 


John A. Blaes. 


I84l)-il. Obed Dickinson. 


1861 


Milo H. Molt. 


1841. B. D. Ornj. 




Gideon D. Baggerly 


W. J. Phelps. 




James M. Bircc. 


1842. Bsley Fnller. 


1963 


Squire G. Beers. 


William MnClerg. 


1864 


William Hague. 


1842-44. Samuel Araold. 


1865 


Albert A. Luce. 


1843. Jared Fuller. 


1866 


Milo H. Mott. 


1844-45. Jebid H. Hard. 


1867 


Albert A. Luce. 


1846. Samuel Arnold. 


!868 


Lester M. Marsh. 


1847. Elijah Sanders. 




JohD W. Arnold. 


1848. Bdward Webb. 


1870 


Lester M. Marab. 


Abiahai Leverioh. 


1871 


Jobn W. Arnold. 


1849. Robert B. Sawyer. 


1872 


Daniel Spring. 


Samuel Arnold (app.). 




Albert A, Luce (f. t. 


1850. James B.Robertann. 




74. Lester M.Marah( 


1851. Samuel Arnold. 




f, t.). 


1852. Clark R. Dowling. 


1876 


Sewell May. 


1853. Jared Fuller. 


1376 


Byron Huopiogarner 


1854. Lewie J. Whitcomb. 


1877 


Edward Pardy. 


1855. E. E. Marsh. 


1878 


Charlea B. (Jriffin. 



1876-77. Sewell May. 



[eoty H. Glass, 1837 ; Josiah San- 
eeD,1838; Samuel Booth, 1838, '38 ; 
Mi^or D. Williams, 1838, '41, '42; Jared Foi, 1839, '45; Obed 
Dickinson, 1840 ; Lyman W. Lyon, 1840-42, '48, '4B ; Jared Ful- 
ler, 1841 ; James Sneeting, 1841, '44 ; Cornelius Freeman, 1842 ; 
Perry H. Bower, 1842, '61, '52; George Ferguson, 1843; Law- 
rence B. Williama, 184S, '44; John G. Bartlett, 1844; Don G 
Mather, 1845; Cbauacey H. Blanchard, 1845, '46; John Robert- 
eon, 1845, 'M,'»2; Carpenter T. Williama, 194S ; Isaac Adams, 
1846-50; Philip Lent, 1846, '47, '49, '50; Elijah Sanders, James 
Bartlett, 1347; Edward H. Williams, 1848; Judson Sweeting, 
1848-51; Bbenczer Marsh, 1S50; Hiram Stilea, 1851, '52; Charles 
H. Blass, 1852, 'S3 ; Hiram Palraateer, CouslanC Voinett, Samuel 
Davis, 1853; Heman B. Williama, Clarkeon BlaBs, Henry Shan 
1864; John Skinner, 1854, '55, '57 ; G. D. Blaas, 'rimolby Lam 
1855; Robert Purdy, 1855-59; George J. Langs, Richard B 
Clark, Willie Carpenter, 1856; Noah Nash. 1857; Barton ( 
Robinson, 1857-60; Virgil Little, 1858, ■59 ; Lewis Pierton, 1851 
'60; Edward Purdy, 185B-77 ; James Piereun, 1859; Walter S 
Bmat, 1860 ; Lorenzo Taylor, Gideon D. Baggerly, Enoob Davii 
1861; William Martin, Daniel Marab (2d), 1862; Hugh W.Mai 
tin, 1882, '66, '67; Humphrey Poster, Benjamin S. Wilkini 
Franklin Smith, 1863; Philip Marquett, 1864; Truman 0. Taj 
lor, 1864, '95; William A. Hague. 1866; Charles S. Dean, Danit 
Spring, 1868; Charlea W. Hartwell, 1866, '67; John W. Arnold 
1869-70; Bpbraim Deeds, Job A. Smith, 1870 ; George Inmac 
F. E. Headley, 1S71 ; Jonathan Knight, 1871-73 ; William Har 
ria, 1872; Samuel S. Rupright, 1872-75; Luka J. Carpentei 
1873; Emanuel Gilbert, John Beers, 1874; Theodore Carpenter 
Daniel Immel, 1875; Aaron Davia, 1876 ; Charles H. Carpentei 
Albert W, Fogieaang, 1876-77; Jerwme B. Vandevanter, 1977 
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The first religious meetings held iti Gilead were those 
conducted by Bishop Chase, at his house. Soon after, 
Methodist itinerants began preaching at the houses of the 
settlers, maiij of whom belonged to that denomination. As 
a result of this, about the 20th of May, 1836, a cJaas was 
formed at the house of Benjamin Booth. There were then 
but three members, and these were Benjamin Booth and 
Mary, bis wife, and a Mrs. Jones, who afterwards moved to 
Ohio. The nest Sabbath the class was increased by the 
adding to it of Job, Philenia, Elisha B., Eleanor, Major D. 
and Warren WiUiams, Eli and Maria Bogardus, and Mrs. 
Elsie Smith. E. B. Williams was appointed class-leader 
and steward, and held these positions, the former fifteen 
years, and the tatter ten years. This class then formed an 
appointment on the Coldwater circuit, and preaching was 
held once in two weeks at school-houses or private lnjuses 
in the west part of the town. Since that time it has be- 
longed to Gilead, Burr Oak, and Bronson circuits for a 
time, and in 1869 was organized in connection with four 
other appointments as Gitead circuit. The pastors whose 
names we have been able to ascertain have been Nathan 

Mount, Corey, Seth Finch, John Olubine, Albert H. 

Torrey, William Doust, N. M. Steele, Swift, John 

Hojt, B. W. Smith, F, N. Jaynes, E. A. Tanner, G. W. 
Hoag, J. \V. White. The latter has been pastor since 
September, 1878. 

The class steadily increased in numbers, and about 1860 
began to think of building a church. In the fall of that 
year a meeting was held at the house of B. B. Williams, 
and the following board of trustees elected, viz, : Daniel 
Marsh, Elisha B. Williams, Samuel Booth, John Feller, 
Edward M. Williams, Don C. Mather, Horace B. Wil- 
liams. The incorporation being thus effected, Mr. E. B. 
Williams donated a site, containing 100 square rods, on 
which to build a church, and work was begun on it the 
following spring. The foundation was laid, the frame 
raised, and the building inclosed that season, and the 
inside work and plastering was done during the winter and 
spring of 1862. The building is 32 by 50 feet in size, 
and cost about $2000. It was dedicated by Rev. Thomas 
M. Eddy, of Chicago, — at that time editor of the North- 
western, Christiaii Advocate, — on the 19th of August, 1862. 
His test was from the First Epiatle to Timothy, 3d chap- 
ter and 16lh verse; "And without controversy great is 
the mystery of godliness : God was manifest in the flesh 
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory." 

At this time a division of the class took place, and what 
is known as the North Gilead class was formed. Tliey 
united with the Congregational Society in the erection of 
a union church, a mile farther north, a year or two later. 
This class is now under chaise of Warren W, Williams, 
class-leader, and has a membership of about 25. It forms 
one of the appointments on Gilead circuit. 

Under the preaching of Eev. William Doust a revival 
occurred, which, in the interest manifested, in the number 
of conversions, and in its far-reaching and lasting influence 
for good, was never equaled in this town. It occurred in 
the winter of 1864-65. The present membership Is now S3. 

A parsonage was bought in the sprinji^tt l§VO*Jl»C 
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B. F. Brown, at a cost of $850. It is located near the 
north end of Gilead Lake, in a very pleasant situation. 

The present officers of the church are Samuel Booth, 
L. M. Marsh, Daniel Sharp, Miles Wheeler, Thomas J. 
Foster, Orlin Dean, Nathan B. Hewett, Trustees ; Nathan 
B. Hewett, Class -Leader ; Samuel Booth, N. B, Hewett 
Warren Sajles, J. E. Hathaway, Stewards ; Nathan B. 
Hewett, Recording Secretary. 

The Sunday-school connected with this church was the 
first one organized in the town. It was formed about the 
spring of 1840, in what was called the Leverich school- 
house, and Elisha B. Williams was elected as the fii^t 
superintendent. The attendance varied according to the 
state of the weather and the roads, sometimes being as low 
as 30, and again running up to 80. Upon the completion 
of the church edifice, the school was reoi^anized in the 
spring of 1864, with Charles Williams as superintendent 
and a membership of 70 scholars. At present the athool 
numbers about 40 scholars, and has a library of about 200 
volumes. Its present officers are Emoiy G. Luoe, Supenn 
tendent ; Nathan B. Hewett, Assistant Superintendent and 
Secretary ; Mrs. Alma Luce, Treasurer and Organist 

THE CONGREGATION A I, CHURCH AND SOCIETY OF GIIE^D 

was nest formed. A meeting was held at the school-house 
near John McKinley's residence, on Christmas- day, 1847, 
at which a number of persons belonging to the Presbyterian 
church at Orland, Indiana, decided to ask lettere of dismis- 
sion and organize a church in Gilead. At this meeting 
Rev. Jacob Patch acted in the capacity of moderator, and 
Emerson Marsh officiated as clerk. 

On the 30th of the month another meeting was held, at 
the house of Emereon Marsh, and a church was duly or- 
ganized, with the following members : Emerson, Maria and 
Martha E. Marsh, Gfeot^e W., Francis C, Mary, and Re- 
becca Bull, William S. and Sarah W. Evans, Jason and 
Polly R. Harris, John, Jeanette, and Mai^aret McKinley, 
Stephen and Mai^aret McMillan, Emeline, Caroline, and 
Polly Ried, Katharine and Dehoiah Freeman, Betsey, 
Clarissa, and Electa Smith, Richard C. Dickinson, Walter 
0. Richards, Elizabeth Hale, Eunice Fuller, and Hannah 
Gaines, in all 29 members. They (hen adopted the " Con- 
fession of Faith and Covenant" recommended by the 
Marshall Presbytery, but also adopted the Congregational 
form of government. 

Jan. 22, 1848, the church met at the school-house near 
Esquire Hale's, and elected William S. Evans and Emerson 
Marsh as a standing committee, and E. Marsh as secretary. 

The first deacon, Stephen McMillan, was chosen to that 
office April 1, 1848, was ordained on Sunday, April 2, 
and is still holding the office, whose duties he has so suc- 
cessfully and worthily performed for a period of thirty-one 
years. His associates in office have been Hiram O. Tibbets, 
Theron Spring, Thomas Martin, and Albert A. Luce, the 
latter being the present associate. 

Rev. Jacob Patch was the first pastor, and he has been 
succeeded in regular order by Revs. Isaac C. Crain, Jacob 
Patch, A. G. Martin, William Kllera, A. G. Martin, Jacob 
Patch, C. Kidder, John R. Bonney, and Mr. Olds, who is 
the present pastor. 



In 1876-77 the church withdrew from its Presbyterian 
connection, and became a purely Congregational society. 

The meetings for several years were held principally at 
the school-house in District No. 1, Bethel and Gilead, 
until, in 1863 or 1864, an arrangement was made with the 
Methodists, and a union church built half a mile south of 
Marsh's Corners, on section 5. Tliis church is about 30 
by 45 feet in dimensions; cost about $1800; and was 
dedicated in the November following its completion, by 
Rev, Mr. Gallagher, of Hillsdale. The church property is 
held by a board of 9 trustees, 3 elected by each church 
and 3 by the society. 

The present membership of the church is eighteen or 
twenty, and its present clerk is Mrs, Mary K, McCourtie. 
The Sabbath- school was organized many years ago, and 
Emerson Mai-sh, H. 0. Tibbets, and Theron Spring were 
imong its eailiest superintendents. At present the mem- 
bership IS about 40, but in the summer season the attend- 
ance averages from 611 to 75. The present officers are 
Willis Brown, Superintendent; Parmenio A. Cranson, As- 
siiftint Supenntendent ; George Brown, Secretary; and 
Gpor.re Lazenby, Treasurer. 

ZIOK rHLR<II OP THE EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATICN 

IS looitid it I'ast Gilead, The society was oi^nized in 
the winter of 1859-60, by Rev. Frederick Geisel, a mis- 
sionary on the De Kalb Mission, Indiana Conference. There 
was then a member.«hip of about 15 persons. The first 
meeting was held in the sihool-house in District No. 4. 
Chandler 8. Brown was appointed class-leader. 

The first pastor was Rev. Frederick Geisel, followed by 
Revs. George Hartle, William Buckman, and Charies 
Sharno. About this time the Michigan Confei-enee was 
organized, and (his appointment was detached from the In- 
diana Conference, and Rev. M. Alspach was sent to serve 
until the conference met in April, 1865. Then the Fulton 
Circuit was established with this as one of its appointments, 
and Revs. Jonas Boroughf and Joshua Paulin were suc- 
cessively preachers in chaise, with Rev. C. S. Brown as 
junior preacher. Then the circuit was divided and the 
present Fremont Circuit organized, (o which this church 
has since belonged. Since that change the pastors have 
been Revs. Samuel Copley, B. F. Wade, and Jacob Rote, 
C. S, Brown and Jacob Rote, C. S. Brown and D. C. Row- 
land, Christian Thomas, E. K. Dewitt, Ehas B. Miller, J. 
W. Loose, and George Heltar, R. Reagle, J. A. Fry, Wash- 
ington White, and C. S. Brown, the present pastor. 

The meetings were held in the school-house at Arnold's 
Corners — which was purchased soon after the oi^nization 
was effected — until the church was built, in 1867, This 
building, the dimensions of which are 33 by 46 feet, cost 
about (51800, and was built under the supervision of 
Jacob Doer, William Kanouse, and Thomas Davis, build- 
ing committee. It was dedicated in February, 1868, and 
on that occasion Bev. M. J- Miller, presiding elder, 
preached the sermon. The incorporation of the society 
was not effected until about eight years ago, when Jacob 
Doer, William Kanouse, Thomas Davis, Josiah Snyder, and 
one other person, whose name we have not beeii^able to a 
certain, were elected trustees. 
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At tlie present time the membership is about 40, and 
the followiDg persons are officers of the church, viz. ; Enoch 
Davis, C lass- Leader ; John Doer, Steward; Jacob Doer, 
J. J. Doer, Levi Davis, John Doer, Chas. Davis, Trustees. 

Previous to the formation of the church the Sabbath- 
school was a union school, but at that time it became an 
Evangelical school, with C. 8. BrowQ as superintendent, 
and has existed in a prosperous condition till the present 
time. J. J. Doer is the present superintendent. 



This society was organized at the Zion Church, Eaat 
Gilead, by Rev, Jacob Patch, on tho 6th of May, ISCS, 
with 10 members. In July following it assumed the name 
of the Presbyterian Church of East Gilead, and adopted 
the articles of faith of the Presbytery of Coldwater, and 
the Congregational form of government. 

Their first meeting for public worship was held on July 
30, and on that occasion Rev. Jacob Patch preached, ad- 
ministered the sacrament, and baptiaed Edgar Vir^l, 
infant son of Stephen and Rebecca Tiift. 

Feb. 20, 1867, a meeting was held at the house of 
William N. Carter, at which the present name was adopted 
and new arliclcs of faith and covenant agreed upon. At 
this time William N. Carter and Hugh W. Martin were 
chosen as deacons. Theodore J. Carpenter has since been 
chosen in- place of Mr. Martin. 

The pastors have been Revs. Jacob Patch, C. Kidder, 
L. P. Rose, and the present one, John R. Bonney. 

The society incorporated about ten years ago by electing 
three trustees, but no steps toward erecting a house of wor- 
ship have yet been made. 

Foi' a couple of years after its organization meetings 
were held alternately ut East Gilead and Bethel, but since 
that time they have been held at the school-house in 
Gilead, a mile north of Arnold's Corners. 

The present menibership is about 25, and the present 
officers, aside from those already named, are William T, 
Amraerman, Clerk; Stephen Tifi't, Treasurer; William N. 
Carter and Theodore J. Carpenter, Trustees. 

There are three cemeteries in Gilead ; the one already 
mentioned, near the union church ; one on the Hoopin- 
garner farm, in section 18; and one called the East Gilead 
Burying-G round, near Arnold's Corners. This latter was 
taken from the farms of Samuel Arnold and Mr. Carpenter 
several years aj^o and the title vested in a bo ird of trustees. 
These grounds are all pleasantly located, and show marks 
of the taste and care btatewed upon thtm by those whose 
loved and lost he slumbering quietly beneath their gently- 
waving verdure 

aiLBAD anANQE, NO. 400, p. OP H. 

This society was instituted April 18, 1874, by George 
W. Vanakin, special deputy, with 50 charter members. 
The meeting was held at the Webb House, on section 16. 
Regular fortnightly meetings have been held from that time 
to the present. The meetings were held at various places 
until June, 1876, when a room in the Don C. Mather 
bouse, then owned by Albert A. Luce, was fitted up by 



the grange, and has since been occupied as their hall. 
The grange has proved to be a source of great interest 
and profit to its members, and has eserted a healthful in- 
fluence upon the community. Owing to removals its list 
of members has become reduced to 38, which is the present 
number. The following list shows the names of the first, 
and also of the present officers : 

First Officers.— Master, Cyrus G. Luce ; Overseer, Dar- 
win A. Thompson ; Lecturer, George J. Langs ; Steward, 
Squire G. JJeers ; Assistant Steward, J. B. Keeslar ; Chap- 
lain, Albert A. Luce; Treas,, Alexander R. Green; See., 
Lester M. Marsh ; Gate-Keeper, Sewcil May ; Ceres, Mrs. 
A. R. Green; Pomona, Mrs. J. Sweeting; Flora, Miss 
Louisa Keeslar ; Stewardess, Mrs. D. A. Thompson. 

Present Officers. — Master, Darwin A. Thompson ; Over- 
seer, Alexander B. Green ; Lecturer, Lemuel L. Graham ; 
Steward, W. H. Olmstead; Assistant Steward, J. B. Van- 
devanter; Chaplain, Albert A. Luce; Treas., E. C. S. Green; 
Sec., Cyrus G. Luce; Gate-Keeper, Judson Sweeting; Ceres, 
Mrs. J. Sweeting ; Pomona, Mifl. A. R. Green ; Flora, Mra. 
E. C. 8. Green ; Stewardess, Mrs. L. L. Graham. 

We now come to the closing words of our sketch of the his- 
tory of Gilead We have traced its rise and progress through 
nearlj \ halt century of ita existence, and have witnessed 
its wild lands — prauie forest, or swamp — improved, brought 
under cultivation, and made to produce the fruits of the 
earth for the use ot its citizens. We have seen how the 
hardships and privitions that beset the pioneers have been 
met, endured, and overcome, and how from poverty, or at 
least from lowly circumstances, these same people have risen 
to competence or wealth. The rude log hut and pole shanty 
have given place to comfortable houses and commodious 
bams, and the evidences of a permanent prosperity are 
patent to even the most casual observer. But the hand of 
the grim destroyer has not been spared, and but few of the 
original settlers remain to testify to the facts and relate the 
tale of the firet opening up of this country. We mentiott 
a few of ihem in the order in which they settled in Gilead : 
Mrs. Mary Fuller, Josiah Sanders, 18.^1 ; Samuel Booth, 
1832; William Purdy, 1835 ; Andrew and Jared Fuller, 
Elisha B. and Edward M. Williams, Mra. MeUnda Wilkins, 
Mrs. Abigail C. Booth, Mrs. Julia A. Luce, 1836 ; Mr. and 
Mrs. Peter Keeslar, and Mrs. Catharine S. Arnold, 1837. 

The writer desires to acknowledge his obligations to those 
who have rendered their assistance iu the preparation of 
this history, and returns them hearty thanks, hoping that 
their experiences in Gilead may be aa pleasant as his have 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

HON. CYItUS G. LUCE. 
About the middle of the seventeenth century, among the 
emigrants coming across the ocean to found homes and 
eventually governments in the then newly-discovered coun- 
try which now holds first rank among the nations of the 
world, came a family hearing the name of Luce, who set- 
tled in Tolland Co., Conn., and the homestead they then 
established remained in the famUy for nearly two centuries, ' 
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passing from their poHsessiofi only about twenty years ago. 
One of the deaeendants of this family was Walter Luce, 
who was bom and lived till he became of age upon the 
homestead iu Tolland. His grandfather had served in the 
Revolutionary army, and at the age of nineteen he, too, 
enlisted in the army of his country and served through the 
war of 1812, during most of his term of service being 
stationed in garrison at New Ijondon, Conn. At the close 
of the war, in 1815, Walter left his home and became one 
of the pioneers of Ohio, settling among the first in Wind- 
sor, Ashtabula Co. In 1820 he tnarried Mary Gray, and 
from this union sprang the subject of this biography, wlio 
was bora at Windsor, July 2, 1834. In 1836 the family, 
then consisting of the parerjts and sis sons, caiue farther 
west, and settled in the town of Mill Grove, Steuben Co., 
Ind., near the present village of Orland. While living 
there two other children, both daughter, were born to 
them. Walter died on this farm April 20, 1872, at the 
age of seventy-eight yeai's, and bis wife survived him until 
Feb. 12, 187!t, when, at the age of seventy-six years, she, 
too, passed from life. 

During bis boyhood and youth Mr. Luce was obliged to 
work hard and long, as always falls to the lot of boys in a 
pioneer settlement, and yet, by making a good use of the 
not overabundant educational privileges afforded by the 
common schools, he was at the age of fifteen prepared to 
enter the Northeastern Collegiate Institute, at Ontario, 
Ind., where he studied through three winter terms, working 
on the farm the rest of each year. In looking back upon 
this period of his life, Mr. Luce feels great satislitction from 
the knowledge that he wasted no time, made the most of 
his opportunities, and, in the fiice of much that was dis- 
couraging and vexatious, succeeded in obtaining an educa- 
tion which has proved a great help to him in his various 
undertakings, and has helped materially to make his life 
successful. When he was seventeen years old his father 
placed him in chaise of his carding- and fulling-mill, and 
he occupied that position seven years. He then, in 1848, 
purchased eighty acres of land in Gitead, the farm on which 
he now lives, and a year later, in August, 1849, married 
Julia A. Dickinson, a daughter of Obed and Experienee 
Dickinson, and commenced housekeeping on his farm. Mr. 
Luce's children have been five in number, and four of them 
are living. These are Mrs. Almira J. Parker, of Orland, 
Ind. ; Emory G., who owns a fine liirm of one hundred and 
sixty acres in Gilead, and being an enthusiastic and ambi- 
tious follower of his chosen occupation, bids fair to attain 
high rank as a thorough and successful farmer ; and Florence 
A. and Homer D., who live at home with their parents. The 
other child, Dwight D., died when two years old. 

Throughout his life Mr. Luce has been a practical and 
scientific former, and prides himself more on his well-tilled 
fields and sieek, well-fed stock, than anything he has accom- 
plished in other enterprises. He has added to his landed 
possessions from time to time until he now owns four hun- 
dred acres, besides having started his son Emory in life 
with one hundred and sixty acres. For a period of seven 
years he was engaged in company with others in the mer- 
cantile and produce business, at Orland, Ind., and was 
successful there. 



Hut Mr. Luce's fame is not confined to the town nor his 
usefulness to the Inrm. In public life he has made his 
mark and established a wide and enviable reputation. His 
first appearance tn this field was as a candidate for represen- 
tative in the Indiana Le^slature, in 1848, when in a noto- 
riously strong Democratic district he ran for ahead of his 
ticket, and was defeated by but & small majority. After 
removing to this town he was called to office, and has served 
nine years aa supervisor, in 1863, '64, '65, being unani- 
mously elected. In 1854 he was made the Republican 
candidate for representative in the Legislature ; was elected 
by three hundred and fifty majority, and look his seat as a 
member of tho first Republican Legislature of Michigan. 
In the fall of 1858 he was elected trensuier of Branch 
County, and removed to Coldwater, where he remained four 
years, being re-elcu(«d in 181)0. After his return he, as 
supervisor of the towji, was very busy in attending to war 
matters, raising men and money, and attending to the busi- 
ness connected therewith. The exciting presideiitial election 
of 1864 was also pending, and all combined, proved too 
great a strain upon his powers of endurance, and he was 
prostrated by an attack of typhoid fever that kept him down 
for two months. Meantime he had been nominated as a 
candidate for the State Senate, and was elected ; and again 
iu 1866 was elected to the same office. In the spring of 
1867 he was elected as a member of the convention to re- 
vise the State constitution. In the fall of 1878 he was a 
candidate before the Republican State Convention for nomi- 
nation as their candidate for the office of State Treasurer. 
On the informal ballot he had a majority of some sixteen 
votes, but on the formal ballot was defeated by nine votes. 
In all the official positions he has been called to fill, Mr. 
Luce has acr|uitted himself with great honor, and has per- 
formed his duties with great fidelity and care, and his repu- 
tation as a competent and conscicniious officer is equal to 
that of any citlsen of the State. He has also been quite 
largely engaged Ui public speaking, the meetings he has ad- 
dressed being political meetings, war meetings, temperinoe 
meetings, farmers' meetings, and Sunday school assemblages 
Having reached the age of filty-five years with unimpaiied 
health, vigorous constitution, and well truned mtellect he 
may well look forward to many long hippy, useful jcjra of 
life. 



MRS. CATHARINE 8. ARNOLD. 

This estimable lady, who deserves rank among the pio- 
neers of Gilead, was born in the town of Volney, Oswego 
Co., N. Y., March 26, 1805. Her parents were James and 
Evelyn (Quaekenbuah) Huganin. April 10, 1831, she was 
married to Samuel Arnold, and with him came to Oilead iu 
the fall of 1837. She was well versed in the use of the 
common herbal remedies, and had had much experience in 
nursing the sick, and since coming here has duvoted cou- 
siderable time to the work of relieving the sufferings of the 
afflicted among her neighbors. Her father and mother, 
both of whom died in Oswego County, lived to the respect- 
ive ages of ninety-two and eighty-six years. She si 
her husband, who died in 1878, and bids fair to live t< 
good old age, as she is still strong, 
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MRS JOSEPH KFESUR 



JOSEPH KEESLAR. 
Joseph Keealir the aub|ect of thia sketch, was born in 
Suihyati Madison Co N Y April b 1835. His father, 
Peter Kee'ilar was a native of Monlgomery Co., N. Y., 
where he was born in IfiDO In 18S8 he emigrated to 
Gilead Branch Co Mich and settled on section 20, 
where he still lesides a hale and heaity man of severity- 
nine Joseph KeeaUr (.ame to Mti^hi^an with his father 
when ho WIS a lid of thirteen and was at once set to work 
with hif brothers cieanns the new f^rm His chances for 
an education were very limited yet ho obtained enou);h to 
fit him for the active business life he has pursued since ar- 
riving at man's estate. Arrived at maturity he commenced 
life for himself, working on a farm, and receiving for his 
first year's wages one hundred and thirty dollare. He then 
bought forty acres of new land, running in debt for the 
same. This land was a part of section 8, and was cleared 
and improved by him. Here he commenced his married 
life. This small farm he afterwards sold, and then bought 
ninety acres where he now resides. To this he has added 
until he now owns a farm of one hundred and seventy 
acres, under good improvement, with a fine house and good 
outbuildings. Among his fellow-townsmen Mr. Keeslar 
very deservedly stands high as a neighbor and business 
man. In politics ho was formerly a Republican, but iu 
the spring of 1878 he joined the National party, and be- 
came its standard-bearer at the ensuing town election, and 
was by them elected supervisor, filling the office to the 
entire satisfaction of his party. Prior to this he was 
elected town treasurer by the Republicans. He has always 
taken an active interest in school matters, and is a member 
of the school board. On the 29th day of February, 1849, 
he married Miss Mary Ward (daughter of Alexander and 
Rebecca Gray Ward). This estimable lady was born in 
Ashtabula Co., O., Feb. 12, 1831. This union has been 
blessed with seven children, as follows : Julia, born Jan. 5, 
1854; Eliza, born Aug. 17, 1857 ; Charles, born Dec. 3, 



1859 , Adelia, bom Jan 1, 186^ , Kdwin, born Feb. 18, 
1865; Homer, born Nov. 6, 1869, and Willie D,, born 
Oct. 30, 1872. 

E. C. S. GREEN. 

David Green was born in Queenstown, N. Y., Jan. 5, 
1802. Here Mr. Green resided until after liis marriage to 
Miss Miranda Chalker. To them were born nine children. 
After his marriage he moved to Chautauqua Co., N. Y., 
and thence to Savona, in the same county, where for a year 
he kept a hotel. Two years afterwards he moved to Port- 
age Co., Ohio, and for two years had chaise of the infirm- 
ary, afc a salary of six hundred dollars per annum. We 
nest find him in Akron, Ohio, where he resided until 
1841, when he came to Gilead and bought two hundred 
acres of land on the State line, paying for it three dollars 
and eighty cents per acre. This he cleared and improved, 
but has since sold it to different parties. Mr. Green is 
still a resident of the county, living in Coldwater. 

E. C. S. Green, the second of nine children, was bom in 
Tyre, Seneca Co., N. Y., Sept. 16, 1825, and resided with 
his father until after they came to Michigan. He received 
a fair education, enough at least to fit for an active and 
successful business fife. July 16, 1850, he married Miss 
Nancy N. Kejes, who was born Feb. 15, 1831. Their 
union was blessed with three children, as follows : Isabel 
G., born Feb. 16, 1851 ; Ann Eliza, born Sept. 18, 1853 ; 
Biiscum R., born Dec. 21, 1854. Mrs. Green died Feb. 
28, 1861. Mr. Green remained a widower until April 15, 
1863, when he married Miss Ljdia H. Thurston, daughter 
of George and Sally S. (Jones) Thurston. She was bom 
Jan. 22, 1837. To them have been born two children: 
Harry J., April 1, 1867; and Homer J,, Nov. 18, 1874. 
At the age of twenty-three Mr. Green commenced life for 
himself, teaching school in the winters and working a rented 
farm during the summers. The farm he then rented is 
now his oWu. His first real estate purchase was the eighty 
acres now owned by his brother, A. R. ( ^f! "^^■JOW'* 
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toward this farm two hundred dolhirs, and hired it cleared. 
He had given his father two years' work after he became 
of sjifi. He kept the farm five years, and then sold it for 
two thousand two hundred and eighty dollars, which was a 
fair start for a young man at that time. He then went to 
Glintfln Co., Iowa, and bought over two hundred acres of 
land, part of which was improved. This farm he kept 
nine months, and then sold it at a profit of over seven hun- 
dred dollars. Mr. Green then returned to Bethel, Branch 
Co., and bought a heavj-timbered farm, entirely new and 
unimproved, living in a log house which he built on the 
same. In one winter he placed upon the line of the Lake 
Shore and Michigan Southern Railroad three hundred and 
eighty cords of wood, and then sold land and wood to L. 
n>. Crippen, making by the transaction more than five hun- 
dred dollars. He then bought one hundred and eleven 



leres of the farm he now owns, to which he has added 
intil he owns one hundred and seventy-four acres, one of 



the best farms i 
house, and a barn t 
finished inside and oi 
success has been i 
was hot." Few mi 
fying their homes a^ 



town. On this he has built a fine 
eventy-two by fifty-four feet, finely 
out. The great secret of Mr. Green's 
1 his always " striking when the iron 
:n have taken as much pride in beauti- 
; Mr Green, who has exhibited fine taste 
grounds, whuh now prettnt a beauti 
ful appearance. We take great pleasure in presenting our 
readers with a fine Mew ol thih home on another page 
In politics Mr. Green is, and has alwiys been, an ardent 
Republican, believing it to be the pirty of progress and 
pure government. He has held at different times township 
o£Gces, was four years deputy sherifl', and has many times 
been a delegate to its conventions. 



B A T A V I A.* 



The township which now bears the name of Batavia is 
situated in the third tier of towns from the eastern bound- 
ary of Branch County, and is the second town north from 
the northern boundary. It is designated in the United 
States survey as township 6 south, range 7 west, and com- 
prises a territory sis miles square, bounded on the north by 
Union, on the east by Coldwatcr, on the south by Bethel, 
and on the west by Matteson. The surface of the town is 
generally flat, or gently undulating, in no place approauhing 
to anything rough enough to deserve the name of hills. In 
its original state the town was quite equally divided between 
the kinds of land known as "timbered" and "openings." 
Through the centre of the tflwn, running from near the 
northeast corner to a point a little east of the southwest 
corner, was a strip of low, marshy, or swampy ground, trav- 
ersed by a sluggish stream, and containing several small 
ponds or lakes. Running nearly parallel with this, and a 
couple of miles farther east, was another similar tract. Be- 
tween these, and extending a little ways beyond them to 
the east and west, was a tract of oak openings, covered with 
a scattering growth of fine white-oak trees. On sections 13 
and 14 was a "burr-oak opening," containing about 100 
acres, and on sections 32 and 33 was another of about the 
same size. Beyond the growth of oak timber the character 
of the timber changed to a heavy and dense growth of all 
the kinds of hard woods indigenous to this part of the 
country, maple and beech being the predominent varieties. 
A good deal of black walnut of a very superior quality was 
also found, and a moderate sprinkling of basswood and 
whii«wood. Adjoining the open marshes considerable 

« Prriptiruii by C. W. Btuwn. 



quantities of tamarack grew. The timbered land occupied 
the northwest part and the southeast comer of the town. 

The sijil is of the varied character usual to Michigan 
lands, the openings being of a sandy or gravelly nature, 
while the timbered lands have a black-loam soil, in places 
mixed with a little clay, and in some parts quite stony. In 
point of fertility, the lands of Batavia will compare very 
favorably with those of any other town in the county. 
Tlie waters of the town divide on a line running from the 
southwest corner of section 2 to the southeast corner of the 
town. Rising in section 10, and passing through the town 
till it enters Swan Creek in section 31, is a stream called 
Mill Creek. It was formerly known as " Mud Creek," and 
forms the outlet of Cook's Lake, and also of a couple of 
small ponds lying in section 15. For several years it fur- 
nished power to operat-e a saw-mill on section 28, and this 
fact gave it its present name. Rising in section 28, and 
passing through section 'A'S into Bethel, where it empties 
into Swan Creek, is a small stream (the outlet of three 
small lakes in section 33) which received the name of Flag 
Creek from the fact that along its course a dense growth of 
flags was found by the early settlers. Another stream rises 
in section 26, forms the outlet of Lime Lake, and empties 
into Gary's Lake in section 34. It is known as Four-Mile 
Creek, and probably derived its name from the fact that the 
place where it crosses the Chicago road is about four miles 
west of the Coldwater River. There are ten ponds or lakes 
In the fflwn, the largest being Gary Lake, which lies in 
the south part of section 34, and estcnds acro.=s the town 
line int« Bethel. Its outlet is Swan Creek. The next 
largest is Cook's Lake, near the centre of the town, in sec- 
tions 22 and 27. Its outlet is Mill,( 
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2, 11, and 12, is a body of water known as Miller's Lake, 
whose outlet runs north and ea^t, and fiually unites with 
the Coldwater River, The only other lake which has been 
given a uame lies in the northwest corner of section 26. It 
was called Lime Lake, because along its shore is found a 
deposit of marl, which, upon being burned, yields a very 
good quality of lime. The most of these bodies of water 
are characterized by a marshy shore (in somes places, how- 
ever, presenting a bold, sandy shore), and have a muddy or 
sandy bottom. By the improved system of drainage intro- 
duced a few years since, the level of the waters of these 
lakes has been lowered about two feet, and the rank v<^e- 
tation about their shores is making more or less encroach- 
ment upon their size, so that there is a prospect of their 
eventually being filled up entirely, or, at least, lai^jj!:ely re- 
duced in size. This system of drainage has also resulted 
in greatly improving the lowlands of the town, I'cndering' 
them fit for cultivation. In the first years of the settle- 
ment of this country these takes obtained the reputation of 
being almost or quite unfathomable; but since the intro- 
duction of more modern and more effective sounding-appa- 
ratus than the clothes-lines or bed-cords then used for such 
purposes, this reputation has in most cases been proved false. 
Tile average depth is probably from thirty to forty feet, 
though the small pond near the turnpike in section 33 is 
very deep. The waters of these lakes formerly teemed 
with fish of various kinds, and there are still many of them 
remaining to tempt the angler to attempt their capture. 

While the primeval forest yet held sway over this tract 
of country, it was one of surpassing beauty. The Umber 
was dense and full of underbrush, hut when the openings 
were reached everything was changed. Tiie trees were 
large and grew widely apart, and the sward between them 
—kept clear of underbrush by the annual burning by the 
Indian hunters — was smooth and green. Wild flowers of 
bright colors and beautiful forms grew in great profusion 
and loaded the air with their fragranoe. In the spring- 
time the grass sprung up fresh and green, and oftentimes, 
before tlie frosts of autumn came to stop its growth, reached 
a height of seven feet. Before the grass grew high enough 
to obstruct the view, the eye could glance down the aisles 
and passages of the forest and note the vai'ied colors of 
the flowers, the verdant herbage, the mystic and mys- 
terious flickering lights and shadows, the flitting birds, the 
wide-eyed deer, the leaping rabbits, the chattering, frisking 
squirrels, and the ear could listen to the thousand voices of 
the woods, while the nostrils drank in the perfumc-ladeti 
air, and the eoul reveled in the soft, mysterious delight 
afforded by so much of beauty, sweet concord, and har- 

Sueh was the situation at the time when these lands 
were thrown open for settlement, and the rapidly swelling 
tide of emigration was sweeping so steadily onward from 
the East. The government had opened a turnpike road 
from Detroit to Chicago which entered this town near the 
quarter-line of section 24, and, crossing it in a southwest 
direction, passed into the town of Bethel, at the south- 
east corner of section 32. This was the only improve- 
ment made in the township. Along this road the settlers 
came, some stopping along the route when they found a 



location to suit them, but most of them passing on to the 
prairies of Illinois and Iowa to settle there. To accommo- 
date this constantly-moving throng many puhlic-hnuaes were 
needed, and the first settlers in this town chose locations 
here which they deemed to be valuable as sites for inns. 
From the fact that most of the earliest settlers havo either 
died or removed to other localities, it cannot be definitely 
ascertained to whom is due the honor of having been the 
first settler in the town, so we are obliged to leave this as 
an uncertainty, and pass on to the time when settlers of 
whom we know came and began their pioneer lives here. 
The new-comers generally chose land on the openings, re- 
garding them as superior in quality of the soil as well as 
being so much easier to subdue and bring under cultiva- 
tion, but once in a while some bolder man struck out into 
the timber and located a farm far away from neighbors and 
from the line of travel. 

The settlers found on section 22, on the farm at present 
owned by L. R Austin (and also in other places), a curi- 
ous formation of the surface of the soil, and one which has 
never been fully explained. The soil was there thrown up 
in a manner similar to the arrangement of beds in a v^eta- 
ble garden, the raised parts being about fifteen feet square, 
and elevated about a foot above the general surface. Be- 
tween these beds ran paths about two feet wide, and from 
each corner a wider path opened to the centre. Scattered 
about were several white-oak trees, the lai^est being from one 
and a half to two feet in diameter, which would indicate a 
growth of something near one hundred years. It is generally 
supposed by the inhabitants that it was an Indian garden, but 
this is by no means certain, and what it really was, — forti- 
fication, garden, or foundation for dwellings, — what its use, 
its age, and by whom it was made, are interesting ques- 
tions, the answers to which are still shrouded in mystery. 

Timothy R. Wallace is supposed to have settled on the 
Chicago road, in seetion 25, as early as the year 1832. He 
came from some place in the State of New York, and was 
the owner of the first hotel in the town, which was built on 
his land, but whether by him or by some other person is 
not definitely known. It was for some years called by the 
names of its successive landlords, and in later times became 
known as the "Batavia House," The hotel, or rather tavern, 
was a log building, some eighteen or twenty feet square, with 
a "lean-to" some twelve feet wide at the back; the front part 
being a story and a half high. Mr. Wallace did not keep 
the inn himself, but rented it to others, and finally sold it. 
He devoted his life to clearing and cultivating his land, and 
remained a respected citizen of the town till his death, which 
occurred July 14, 1847. None of his descendants remain 
here. His wife died March 18, 1849, and his children, 
four sons and one daughter, removed to Oregon a year or 
two afterwards. 

A year after Wallace's settlement, a man by the name of 
Jeremiah Tillottson entered a piece of land on " the island," 
which is now known as the York farm, and on it he built a 
log tavern that became a famous stopping- place on the route 
from Detroit to Chicago, and was called the " New York 
House." The stages running from Teeuroseh to Niles both 
stopped over night at this tavern. Tillottson kept it a year 
or two, and then sold it to the Reynolds', he removing to' 
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Willow Prairie, Ind. His two brothers, Marius and Samuel, 
wlio had accompanied him here, also removed from town 
about the s:tme time. 

In the fall of 18l!3 a family by the name of Shay came 
from Orangeville, Uenesee Co., N. Y., and settled on some 
land near the Reynolds tavern. The party was made up 
of Perkins Shay, his sons Geoi^e W., William, Stephen G., 
Aroos, David, Perkins, and John, and their families. George 
and Stephen were married, and William married Melissa 
Cook, at Oibow Prairie, Ind., soon after coming here. The 
old man died in September, 18S4, and it is believed his 
was the first death in the town. He was buried near the 
York House corners, and it is supposed the road running 
north from the Chic^oroad passes over the spot where his 
bones lie. All the sons except George remained here a few 
years, and then removed at different times to other localities. 
George went to Bronson in the spring of 1834, lived two 
years on the Rubles farm, removed to Bethel, from there 
to Branch, and in the spring of 1837 settled on the south- 
east quarter of tho northeast c|uarter of section 28, where 
he remained. His widow is now living with her daughter 
Mrs. William R. Card, in the south part of the town. This 
wliole family were great lovers of the chase, and prided 
themselves upon their quick and accurate aim; never it is 
said, shooting a deer escopt upon the run. 

Abel Olds seliled on tho west half of the southwest qu ir 
ter of section 24 in the spring of 1834. He had como to 
Michigan about four years previous, and lived at Jone'iville 
till he came here. In 1848 he removed to the town of 
Ovid, and died there about a year later. His brother 
Martin Olds, was the next settler, and, as he was one of the 
most prominent of the early pioneers, we tiave selected his 
experience as a typo of the experiences of the pioneers, and 
relate it somewhat in detail. He was a native of the old 
"Bay Stat«," being born in the township of Bolton, in 
Berkshire Co., Mass., and lived emphatically a pioneer 
life, taking an active and somewhat prominent part In 
the settling up of the country in four different States. 
His boyhood was spent in the town of Pompey, Onon- 
daga Co., N. Y., and he then came with his father's 
family to Huron Co., Ohio, and after the death of his 
parents located in Seneca County in that State. From 
that place he emigrated to Michigan, and later crossed the 
great plains of the West, and became a citizen of the (now) 
State of Oregon. While living in Ohio he was married, 
and at the time of their removal here, the family consisted 
of father, mother, and five sons, the eldest a lad of eleven 
years. Having decided to ieavo Ohio for Michigan, prepa- 
rations were made accordingly. A " Pennsylvania" wagon 
was procured and loaded w h h h u h Id goods, a canvas 
covering being stretched ab 
sun and storm ; two yoke f 
two cows to assist in furnish n ] 

little cavalcade moved slowly 
on its way to the West. Ih 
The season was quite dry, d 
were unusually good. Ei I 
Swamp was passed with ve j I 
weeks were consumed in tb i 
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draw the load, and 
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their destination on tho 7th of June, They found no 
bridges across any of the streams until they reached the 
Coldwater River, and there (at Masonville) they found a 
bridge had been completed the day before their arrival. 
They reached the top of an elevation a short disfeince west 
of the river just as the summer's sun was sinking below 
the western horizon. In front of them, at the foot of the 
hill, was a tamarack swamp, and the thick vapors of evening 
were already rising in a cloud from the marsh. On this 
the sun oast its ruddy beams, giving it the form and color 
of sulphurous flame and smoke, which rolled and seethed 
among (he trees as the light breezes tossed it hither and 
thither in gentle play. Mrs. Olds, who was very tired 
from the long journey, and not exceedingly well pleased 
with tho country, looked upon this lurid picture, and finally 
said, " I have often heard of ' Tophet,' but I never expect- 
ed to see it before." They descended the hill, and an hour 
later, in the twilight of the long summer evening, drew up 
at the door of Allen's tavern (at Wallace's stand), and 
baited for the night And here too thoy remained until 
about the list of June or the fir^t ot July , Mr Olds, 
m the mean timt, being mgageJ in bctetting and en- 
ttrin' his hnd and in building a home for the family 
lesidenee The land ho selected wii ICO acres on the 
openings on sections 13 and 14 He entered the west 
half of the smthwc'^t quarter ot seidon 13 ind the east 
half oi the Boutheist quarter of section 14 When he 
went to the land-offiee at Bronson (now Kihmazoo), he 
had three locatuns in view the one most pieihing to his 
Uste bt-ing the Lock wood place in the northwest part of the 
town of Ovid but be found th it two of the pieces he bad 
selected had already been entered, and he had to take " Hob- 
son's choice," " this or none." The house be built was a 
slab shanty, which was to give them shelter while the work 
of preparing ground and planting and sowing was going on. 
A little piece of ground was prepared, and some com, po- 
tatoes, and a little garden-sauce planted. Then the work 
of preparing for fall-sowing began. The land being on the 
burr-oak openings, the work of fitting it for crops was 
comparatively slight, and before seeding-time came, fifteen 
acres were ready for sowing. But there was no seed 
to he had nearer than at Pigeon Prairie (now White 
Pigeon), and Mr. Olds prepared to go there for some. His 
family was also nearly out of flour, and he must get some 
at the mills at that place. So, hitching up bis ox-team, he 
started off, expecting to be absent three days. But when he 
arrived at his destination be found that the wheat had not 
yet been threshed, and be was obliged to assist in the per- 
formance of that operation. It was done in the Scriptural 
fashion. A piece of ground was leveled and the surface 
pounded smooth with heavy mauls. Then the wheat was 
strewed upon this floor, and the osen driven round and 
round upon it until their continued tread had separated the 
wheat from the stalk. It was then winnowed in the wind 
by tossing in a basket, and finally put into bags for trans- 
I t n On ccount of this extra and unexpected labor 
h th day had lengthened into six before Mr. Olds 
pp d h abin with fifteen bushelsof seed-wheat and 

w I m upply of flour. The wheat was s_Qwn at the 
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to be harvested the next sumtncr, yielded an average of 
thirty bushels to the acre. After the wheat was toinniittcd 
to the care of mother earth, the nest business was to put 
up a ioj; house for the use of the family. The slab shanty 
answered very well for a pioneer summer residence, hut the 
storms of autumn and winter would inevitably find every 
crack and creviee, and render it an uncomfortable habita- 
tion. So a log house of comfbrtable dimensions was put 
up a few rod.i east of the southwest corner of section IH, 
and the family moved in. No other settlers are known to 
have eome in until the next spring. Then Leonard Taylor 
and John H. Stephens came in the month of March, and 
rented the tavern of Timothy R. Wallace. Ethan Allen 
had been keeping it for a while, but he now moved away. 

Leonard Taylor, accompanied by his wife and thi^ee 
children, left his home, twenty miles east of Buffalo, N. ¥., 
in March. 1834, and came to Michigan. He lived at Clin- 
ton a year, and then came to this town in company with 
John H. Stephens, as above related. Mr. Taylor kept the 
lavem about ten years (having purchased it in 1837 or 38), 
and then moved on to a fann near Lime Lake and devoted 
himself to agriculture. He coniinued in this business 
throughout his life, living in different parts of the town, 
and finally settling on section 2!), where he died in 1S77. 
His widow, two sons, and a daughter arc still living in this 

John H. Stephens remained in the tavern a while and 
then removed to a farm on the State road, in section 14, 
the one now occupied by Jacob Daharsh. Upon his elee- 
tion to the office of sheriff he removed to Branch, from 
there to Coldwator, and a few years later to some place in 
the West. 

In August (oilowing Taylor and Stephens' eomin-r, the 
Reynoldsfamily came and bought the York farm and tavern 
stand of Jeremiah Tillottson. The party was made up of 
Alpheus Reynolds and his wife, hi.s son John and his wife, 
and his other children Alpheus, Jr., William, Lewis, Mary, 
Phoebe, and Betsey. They eame from Batavia, Genesee 
Co., N. Y. On this farm Tillottson had built another log 
house beside the tavern, so the party divided, William and 
his wife occupying the tavern, and the rest of the family 
moving into the other building. Jacob, another son of 
Alpheus, came on with his family a few years later. Of 
this family, but one, John, is now living in this town. 
Alpheus, Sr., and Jacob died hero, and the others removed 
to different parts of the country. 

In the spring of 1835, Martin Olds returned to his former 
home in Ohio, to buy a drove of cattle to bring into this 
country. He collected a small drove and hired John Ens- 
ley to assist him in driving them to this town. Upon his 
arrival here Ensley was so well pleased with the looks of 
the country that he entered the southeast fractional quarter 
of section 15, in June, and then returned to Ohio to make 
preparations for removal. In September he came with an 
oK-team, bringing his wife and two children, the youngest 
a babe which Mrs. Ensley carried in her arms most of the 
way. She traveled all the way on foot, and made the jour- 
ney from Jonesville to this place in one day, the 9th day 
of September. Arrived here, they built a log house and 
commenced clearing the land. 



Sutne time during this same fall Allen Stoddard settled 
about a mile north of Mr. Olds' clearing, and John Bas- 
sett moved on to his land, the northeast fractional quarter 
of section 34. John Bassett fonnerly resided in the town 
of Andes, Delaware Co., N. Y., and traveled the entire 
distance to this place in a covered wagon drawn by one spau 
of horses. He was accompanied by his wife, six sons, and 
one daughter. He had started West with the intention of 
seeking a home on the fertile prairie lands of Illinois, and 
bad shipped most of his goods by way of the canal and 
lakes to Chicago. It was afterwards an expensive and vex- 
atious task to get them back to this place. The party, in 
due time, arrived at Barney Wing's tavern, about three 
miles cast of Coldwater, and stopped there for the night. 
They were then traveling iu company with six other wagon 
loads of emigrants, and two besides their own stopped at 
Wing's, while the rest pressed on to the New York House, 
and stopped there. William Reynolds, whose wile had 
formerly known the Bassctls at the East, while conversing 
with the new arrivals learned that Mr. Bassett was stopping 
nt Wing's, and was looking at the land along the route 
with a view of possibly settling here. So he sent word 
back by some eastward bound traveler for Mr. Bassett to 
conic on to his place and look around from that base of 
operations. In accordance with this invitation, the family 
came on the next, day, and in a few days the farm was 
selected and entered, and the work of preparing a home 

At about the same time a blacksmith by the name of 
John Woodruff came and built the first blacksmith-shop in 
the town on section 28. Ho was an ardent lover of fiicld 
sports, and devoted a considerable part of his time to roam- 
ing the forest with his gun, in search of game, or sitting 
beside the lakes with rod and line, endeavoring to catch the 
finny inhabitants of the waters. In pursuit of these sports 
he traveled over almost every foot of the s 
country, and learned the fact that the " openi 
southern centre of the town was almost or quite si 
by water-courses and marshes. From this fact he at once 
gave it the name of " The L*!and," by which name it has 
since been commonly known. Some ten or fifteen years 
later he removed from the town to some point farther West. 

Shirlock Cook came to Michigan in company with the 
Shay family, the party in all numbering seventeen persons, 
and having one wagon drawn by a yoke of oxen. He at 
that time went to Osbow Prairie, Ind., and lived a couple 
of years, returning to this town and settling on section 28 
in the summer of 1835. The lake to which his land ran 
was named afier him. He died in this town about thirty- 
two years ago. 

The spring of 1836 brought in other settlers. Among 
them were Timothy Miller, who settled on section 26, near 
Lime Lake; John M. Chapin, on the cast half of the south- 
east quarter of section 29 ; Benjamin Olmstead, on section 
27 ; aud Philo Porter, on a farm of 120 acres, lying in sec- 
tion 27. 

Timothy Miller died while still a resident of this town, 
some twelve or fifteen years ago. Benjamin Olmstead, who 
was a prominent Methodist, and ever active in the eause.of 
religion, and who was regularly the candidate f<^|)!faSI|^ 
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n^uUrij tkcted to, the office of poirmaster for several 
years died here about twenty-seven yenr< ago John M 
f hapm w la J single man when he cdme here hut w-ia mar 
ri<.d ID Julj following hia arrival to Miss Barthcna Smith 
a mete of Mirlin Olds, who v/ns Imn^ with h(,r uncles 
family He remained here but a few yiari before he moved 
to IliiiitM He returned to this town severil years lat«i 
and died here ibout 1845. Philo Porter came here from 
the town of Alt,jiander, Genesee Co,, N. Y. He once (in 
18i4) came West to look up a location, and traveled most 
of the way on foot. He had heard much said about the 
beauty of the country near the Coldwater River, and also 
about the beauty of the river itself. He reached the river 
bank weary, footsore, discouraged, and, seeing the rank- 
growing flags and rushes that covered its banks, and reached 
far out into the stream, he became disgusted ; and, telling 
his companions that, '■ if that was a specimen of the beauty 
of the country, he wanted to see no more of it," turned on 
his heel, and started on hia return to New York. But he 
was desirous to secure a homo of his own, and the com- 
paratively high price of land at the Kast rather forced liiin 
to take his second journey to this State, which be made in 
the fall of 1835, and on whii:h occasion, in November, he 
entered the land on which lie afterwards settled. He was 
married iUarch 17, 18S0, in Byron, Genesee Co,, N. Y., to 
iMisa Martha Hosmer, and a few weeks later. May 9, 18;i6, 
they started for their home in the wilderness, having a 
wagon loaded with provisions and household goods, drawn 
by a yoke of oaen. At Buffalo they embarked on a steamer 
for Monroe, and from there came to this town with their own 
conveyance. They arrived at their new home, and found 
the rude log hut which they had purchased of Stephen 
Shay occupied by a family of squatters, whom tbcy warned 
out, but allowed to remain there till the nest day. This 
house was covered with a bark roof, which Mr. Porter re- 
])laced with a shako roof, and otherwise improved the build- 
ing before the next winter came on. Mr. Porter's wife 
died soon after their pioneer life began, and a second wife 
lived but a year after her marriage ; so that it will be seen 
that he has been called upon to suffer great losses, and much 
pain and sorrow, in his efforts to carry on the work of re- 
deeming this country from the domiuion of the forests. Re- 
garding his experiences, more will be found in the bio- 
graphical k h p br h d ■ h p h w k. He 
is now 1 whhhdw p hfist took 
up, in t m p d ff of his 
fellow-n d d pe h h so well 
eArned h d d d dvanee- 
ment of b h mm w h and its 
citizens. During the two terras he held the office of sheriff 
he resided iu Coldwater, but all the rest of the lime has 
resided on his farm. 

As early as this, and perhaps earlier, Jabez Bronson bad 
settled on section 35, He settled in the town of Bronson 
(which was named after him) in 1328, and sold out there 
when he came to this town. He remained here the rest of 
his life. 

In the fall of 1836, Francis Bassett, a brother of John 
Bassett, settled on section 35. His wife and seven chil- 
dren, five sous and two daughters, came with him. They 



were from Kortwright, Delaware Co., N. Y. He died a 
jear after coming here (Aug. 24, 1837), and his descend- 
tnts have all removed from the town. Two sons and one 
d mghter are living in Coldwater. 

The settlement of the town had thus far progressed 
rather slowly, but for the next few years it was more rapid. 
We refer briefly to a few of these later arrivals. 

Morgan L. Tyler came io Michigan in the spring of 
1836, and selected a fkrm in the timbered land on the 
south half of the northeast quarter of section 5. The 
journey here and back to his home in Mexico, Oswego Co., 
N. y., was made on foot, except occasional rides he was 
fortunate enough to catch. Having completed hia prepara- 
tions for removing his family, he left his former home, 
and came as fiir west as Monroe Co., N. Y., in the spring 
of 1837, and remained there till the fall, when he continued 
his journey, in company with Archibald Grove, Daniel 
Sprague, and M. B. Barnhart. After crossing the lake, 
they landed at Toledo, and came from there by ox-teams, 
traveling by way of Adrian, Jonesvilie, and Coldwater, 
leaving the Chicago road at the latter place, and proceeding 
eight mites northwest to "Hodunk," now called Orange- 
vilte, where Peter Grove, a brother-in-law of Mr. Tyler, 
was living. At this point they left their families while 
preparing homes for their reception, and then moved upon 
their places. Mr. Barnhart settled in Union, the others in 
this town ; Archibald Grove on section 4, Daniel Sprague 
on the northwest quarter of section 4, and Mr. Tyler on 
the land he had previously entered on section 5. 

Mr. Tyler's family at that time consisted of a wife and 
four children. Their daughter met with a narrow escape 
from serious injury or painful death while on the way here. 
She was sitting in the front part of the wagon, when the 
forward wheels ran into a deep rut and thi-ew her out of 
the wagon into the road. The wheel ran over her foot 
and threw her again to the ground, and the heavy hind 
wheel passed so close to her bead as to catch some of her 
hair beneath its iron circumference, and tear it from her 
head. Mr. Tyler and his wife are still honored residents 
of the town in which they settled at such an early day. 

Daniel Sprague was accompanied by his wife, one child, 
and his brother John. Daniel continued to live in this 
town until his death, which occurred in 1873. John went 
away and served in the Black Ilawk war. He afterwards 
returned to this town, settled on section 4, and died hero 
several years later. 

Archibald Grove died in Batavia about 1853-54. His 
brother, Peter Grove, came from Orangeville about 1840, 
and located at North Batavia. Some ten or fifteen years 
later he removed to Girard, and died there in 1876. 

Evan Davis located a farm on the northeast quarter of 
section 5 in the spring of 1838, returned to his home in 
Pittsford, Monroe Co., N. Y., was married, and in the fall 
came on to his place. After living here a few years he 
removed to Wisconsin. 

Samuel H. Cary, with hb wife, three children, and his 
wife's sister, Miss Lucy Woodard, came from Ithaca, 
Tompkins Co., N. Y., and in June, 1838, settled on sec- 
tion 34, where he opened an inn, and kept it for several 
years. About the year 1850 he removed^to Q'^''H'^|(> 
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and subsequently to a farm south of the village of Branuh, 
where he died about ten years ago. 

Elijah Thomas was a, son-in-law of Moses Paine (who 
settled in Bethel at an early day), and eame here from 
Genesee Co., N. Y., in the fall of 1838, for the purpose of 
engaging in the mercantile business at York. He brought 
a family consisting of his wife and two children, and rent- 
ing the addition that Reynolds had built on the east end 
of the tavern (which had been used as a stove for nearly 
a year), opened a stock of goods there. About tea years 
later he removed to Miahawaka, Ind., where ho died, 

Hiram Brink and his wife came to this town in May, 
1839, from Urbana, Steuben Co., N. Y., and settled on the 
west half of the soutiiwest quarter of section 33. The 
journey was made by way of the Brie Canal to Buffalo, 
from tliere to Detroit by steamer, thence to Ypsiianti by 
railroad, and the rest of the distance by stage-coach. The 
land had previously been entered by a Mr. Ferguson. Mr. 
and Mrs. Brink still live to enjoy the home they built up 
in the wildernees. 

Among the other early settlers we find the names of 
Samuel Woodard, Amasa W. Miller, Mr, Porrin and throe 
sons, James Ij. Young, Ira Gifford, Geot^e D. Babbitt, 
Horace Field, Benjamin Parker, Jeremiah Newville, and 
David Fonda, who settled here as early as the year 1836 ; 
Lot Whiteomij, Samuel Fairbanks, Augustus Miller, Smith 
Pow, Joel and Commodore P. Woodard, as early as 1837 ; 
Ira P. Strong, as early as 1838 -, Charles W. Weatherby, 
Hiram Hadley, Geoi^e Hoag, Lewis Kingsbury, and Na- 
thaniel Woodard, as early as 1S39; and Albert Dudley, 
Thomas Davis, and Hiram C. Welch, as early as 1840. 

Benjamin Parker died in June, 13-14, from the effects of 
a gunshot wound accidentally received. He owned a piece 
of land in the north part of the town, and that day went to 
look at it, carrying his axe on his shoulder. Af)«r com- 
pleting his survey he started homeward, taking a course to 
bring him around the north end of the marsh, and, as he 
was passing throngli the bushes, was shot by a man named 
John White, who mistook him for a deer. White had, 
while out hunting only the night before, seen a disturbance 
in the bushes at the same place, and waiting to be sure that 
it was a deer, lost his game. So, on this occasion, he Hred 
at the first indications of the presence of game. The ball 
entei-ed Mr. Parker's right side just above the hip, and 
passed through the abdomen in a quartering course, sever- 
ing the intestines. The shooting occurred about three 
o'clock in the afternoon, and help being procured, Parker 
was taken t« Mr. Millers and a physician summoned from 
Coldwaler. It was all in vain, for, in spite of all efforts to 
prevent a fatal result, he died at two o'clock the next morn- 
ing. Before his death he exonerated White frum all blame 
in the matter, declaring the shooting to have been purely 
accidental. 

It is related of Joel Woodard that he came to this 
town dressed in ragged and uncouth clothing, with his 
shoes under his arm instead of upon his feet. Going to 
Martin Olds, he told him he was a tola! stranger to the 
country, and, not having had any experience in the select- 
ing of land, desired his assistance and judgment to enable 
him Ifl select a good piece of land for his future home. 



Mr. Olds was "truck by the nppeimnce of the man, and, 
believing him tD be a poor man ansious to do the best he 
could with the little mcins he had U invest in land, took 
great pains to ^o bout with him sh wing him the most 
desirable lands in the vicinity, and carefully explaining to 
him the qualities of each particular piece that made it more 
or less valuable than the others. After the " looking" was 
done he rested in the self-conscious satisfaction of having 
done a good, kind, and generous deed. What, then, was 
his surprise and chagrin when, after Woodard's return from 
the land-office, it became known that his " little home" was 
to consist of eighteen lots selected from the best lands in 
the vicinity. The land thus entered included, among others, 
the present farms of L. R. Austin, Samuel Smith, John M, 
Gray, H. S. Hill, and Ira Holdrldge. 

We will now gather up the threads of our story and 
trace the subsequent history of those of the early settlers 
whose record has thus far been left incomplete. 

Martin Olds at once became a prominent man in the 
town and county. Elected as the first surpervisor of the 
town, he continued to hold that office for seven successive 
years. He also held several other town offices. At the first 
election of county officers, in November, 1836, he was elected 
to be probate judge, and held the office for two terms, eight 
yeai's in all. In the session of 1843—14 he represented 
this district in the State Legislature. In polities he was 
a Democrat, and unflinchingly maintained the doctrines 
held by that parly in the face of all opposition. In busi- 
ness he was energetic and industrious, and conducted his 
affairs with good judgment. His simple, downright honesty 
of purpose and strict integrity of character is well illus- 
trated by an incident connected with the history of the 
" Bank of Branch." While that village was the prospective 
metropolis of the county a bank was oi^nized there, and 
the stockholders elected Mr. Olds as its president. All the 
preliminaries connected with the opening of the bank had 
been gone through with, the bills had been engraved and 
printed, and only lacked the officers' signatures to make 
them ready for issue. A meeting of the stockholders was 
called to complete the business, and they met at the ap- 
pointed time. The State law under which the bank was 
organized required that a certain percentage of the amount 
of bills issued should be deposited in specie by the stock- 
holders as a guarantee fund to provide for the redemption 
of the bills. That this provision of the law was very gen- 
erally disregarded is conclusively shown by the subsequent 
history of the panic of 1837. In this case the meeting 
was held, and Mr. Olds went to it with his share of the 
guarantee fund in his pocket ready for deposit. The others 
did not come similarly prepared, and, when the bills were pre- 
sented to be signed, he refused peremptorily to sign a single 
one until the required deposits had all been made. From this 
position neither threats nor persuasion could move him, and 
the result was that the bank came to naught. In his in- 
tercourse with his fellow-men Mr, Olds was kind, consid- 
erate, and obliging. Through the troublous times of the 
first three or four years after the settlers began to come here 
he was often called upon to render material assistance to 
the poor families who had not yet been able to provide 
themselves with the necessaries of life, a4L^(w>Qi@Ja(^ 
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willingly and generously furiiishwl. lie well deserved llie 
name he bore, of a kind neighbor and a generous friend. 
By his enterprising public spirit he was led to take a prom- 
inent part in schemes for advancing the interests of the 
county, and entered heartily into the efforts to build up a 
village at Branch, then the county-aeat. He owned sev- 
eral lota there, and was elected president of u stock com- 
pany organized for tlie purpose of puhiishiiig the " Eastern 
Star," a paper devoted to news, polities, and literature. 
The inception of this project is to he credited to him. 
This paper, the first in the county, was edited by Jarcd 
Pond, and had hut a brief existence. In the spring of 
1851, Mr. Olds and his son, James H., went by the over- 
land route to Oregon, with a view to settling there. Being 
satisfied with the cnuntry he sent his son back to this State 
in Februury following, and the next spring (1852) all of 
the family except one son, Martin P., who still remains a 
resident of tliis town, emigrated across the plains to their 
new homo on the Pacific coast, in Yam Hill Co., Oregon. 
The overland journey occupied eight months' time, the 
party often traveling farther from the trail in seareh of pas- 
turage and water than they advanced along their course on 
the same day, Mr. Olds held the positions of postmaster, 
probate judge, and member of the constitutional conven- 
tion in his new home, and died in the fall of 1873, full of 
years and honors, loved and respected by all who knew him 
and who hold his many virtues in fond remembrance. 

John Enslcy continued to reside in this town until the 
spring of 1852, when he was taken with a desire to go to 
Oregon, and, with one of his daughters, joined the company 
of emigrants then starting across the plains and acconipanied 
them to the Pacific coast. He never returned to the East, 
and is still residing in Oregon, where he has since been 
joined by others of his children, Mrs. Ensley, with five 
sons and one daughter, remained on the farm, and, with 
their assistance, has succeeded in making it one of the 
finest in the township. She is still living on the home- 
stead, and two sons and one daughter stili remain residents 
of the town. 

Allen Stoddard's wife died soon after they settled here 
and he then returned to his former home. 

John Bassett lived in this town till his death, which 
occurred April 27, 1874. He was an excellent citizen, a 
man of great and untiring energy, and of the utmost prob- 
ity of eharactor. One son, Adam, is still a resident of 
this town, and another, George H., resides in the adjoining 
town of Bronson. The rest of the children have removed 
to different parts of the country. 

At the time of settlement the woods were well filled with 
wild game of the variotis kinds usual to the countiy, and 
the lakes and streams were full of fish. There was also an 
abundance of the small fruits, including, in the list, straw- 
berries, blackberries, cranberries, crab-apples, wild cherries, 
wild plums, and frost-grapes. From these sources the 
pioneers drew largely for their sustenance, and were there- 
by relieved oftentimes from the pangs of hunger, which, 
without them, would have been inevitable. For a year or 
two it was impossible to raise sufficient crops to supply food 
for the subsistence of the inhabitants, and it was often ne- 
cessary to dispatch teams to White Pige 



Adrian, or even sometimes to Detroit, for provisions. 
Trading-posts were soon established at nearer points, and 
thus these long and tedious journeys were rendered unne-' 
cessary. There were a good many roaming Indians about, 
who came from their village at Nottnwa to hunt, fish, and 
make raaple-sugar. They were always friendly and peace- 
ful, and ready to trade with the whites. When they came 
to visit the taverns, and could exchange some of their com- 
modities for " fire-water," they often made the forest resound 
through the hours of the night with the hideous yells that 
accompanied their drunken orgies, but they never came into 
collision with the whites, and were a few years later trans- 
ferred to their reservations west of the " Father of Waters." 
The woods were full of nut-bearing trees, the beech, hickory, 
walnut, hazel, and oak, and their annual crop of mast af- 
forded the settlers the means of fattening their hogs both 
cheaply and without any extra labor. 

During the progress of the work of reclaiming these wild 
lands there was a great and genera! prevalence of malarial 
diseases among the families living here. Indeed, it came 
to be looked upon as a matter of course that as soon as the 
fall opened, sickness should break out in the settlement. 
This was supposed to result from various causes, or from a 
combination of them. The extensive marshes, where the 
frost-killed v^elation lay and rotted, the breaking up of the 
crude, rank soil, the decaying timber in the clearings, — 
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especnlly mirked by a more 
jkly sca'ion Eieiy family was in- 
persjn in the settlement escaped the 
At the period when the sickness 
e were searcely well people enough 
&evera! deaths occurred. One in- 
stance IS related of a family, composed of a man and his 
wife and three children, every member of which was sick 
with the fever. All were lying in one room, the father and 
mother in one bed, and the children in another. During 
the night the wife died in her husband's arms, and he, 
being too sick to allow of his helping himself in any man- 
ner, was compelled to spend the weary, sorrow-burdened 
hours till the morning, lying beside the cold remains of the 
companion of his joys and sorrows. In this situation they 
were found by the neighbors, who came the next morning 
to see how they were getting along. Other similar in- 
stances, though perhaps none of such a harrowing nature, 
could be related describing the hardships endured by the 
pioneers of this town ; but it is not necessary to do so, for 
all know of these things, and are not likely soon to forget 
them. 

Regarding the scarcity of food at certain times, it is 
asserted that, while waiting for the first wheat harvest, 
some of the settlers' families lived on greens for several 
days ; and before the wheat was dry enough to thresh, 
took some of it, and picking the unripe wheat from the 
straw, boiled and ate it, I'ork at some times was sold as 
high as twenty-five cents per pound, and was not always to 
be had even at that price. 

The winter of 1843-44 was especially hard upon the 
settlers, because of its extreme severity and ttie ^^'<'if'4^Uc I /-> 
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of snow The '<now fell to a depth of about tw feet -ind 
the cold froze a hard (.ni«t over ita surfioe so thtt the 
cattie could n t pit at the grass in the openings on which 
they weie usually dependent tor a hrge part of their wm 
ter a subsistenie iiid the supply of iodder giving out 
manj perished of cold and 8( irvjlion and the rest, were 
kept throUj,'' oi'v by fe'liOt? maple elm and basswood 
trees and leltiOj, th(,m browse the tender twi^a in thiir 
tops 

The settlers started orchards as soon as the lind was 
cleared and under cultivation, some by sowing seeds brought 
with them from the East, and others setting out joung trees 
brought from the same quarter. Among the first to set 
out an orchard was John Ensley, who bought twelve trees 
of a man who brought a lot to the " New York House," 
and set them out near the corner of section 15. Three of 
these trees are still to be seen in that orchard. 

The first hotel, as has been said, was the Taylor Tavern, 
afterwards called the Batavia House. It was almost in- 
variably the stopping-place for intending settlers, and the 
place for holding public meetings of the citizens. During 
the sickly season before referred lo, many people stopped 
there ; though, the most of Mr. Taylor's household being 
sick, they had to attend to themselves and do their own 
cooking. Some of these people died there before having in 
reality begun their pioneer lives. The nest hotel mas the 
" New York House," and this was followed by " Gary's" 
and then by " Dudley's" taverns. For many years these 
were the only hotels in the township. They were all on 
the Chicago turnpike. 

In the fall of 1835 the few fiunilies in the eastern part 
of this town and the western part of Coldwater made up 
their minds that they needed a school for their children. 
The towns had not been organized, and such things as 
school districts were as yet unknown ; so the men of the 
neighborhood met together, at a time appointed for the 
purpose, and put up a small log house, finishing it oif with 
a puncheon-floor and a chamber-floor of the same descrip- 
tion, covered with leaves, and over them a coating of earth. 
The chinks between the logs were stopped in the usual 
manner', the seats were mide ot slabi flu side up with 
round sticks for legs ; the desks were loimed of boirds laid 
on pegs driven horizontally into the walls anl one end 
of the building was devoted to i huge fire place Heri, in 
the winter of 1835-36 a Mr Southworth kept the first 
school in the township and though the scholirs had to 
come long distances afoot bringing with them very often 
but the scantiest and most frugal mid day mea! and had 
but few books (Websters spelling book being the only 
text-book used, and an tvera^e of halt a book to each 
scholar rather being over than under the actual supply") 
stiEl they derived a greit benefit from even ihia rude 
primary, pioneer school Ihis school house stood on the 
quarter-tine a quarter of a mile south of the north line ot 
section 13. David Fonda taught there the next winter 
It is related regarding tins school that a fatnilj named 
Dobson, who lived some distance from (he school owned a 
mule, and all the five childnn they sent to school very 
of^n rode the mule to the school house and then turned him 
loose and let him return home As the s<.hool was small 
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half of twenty-one & tirentj-tna, in totrnablp Six Soutb, Range Seven 
ve3t. And tlie tasabli iuhabitantB of Said District are hereby Noti- 
fled to Meet at the Ilouee of £eftj«.min Olmstad'a, in Said District, on 
Wcnadny, the eighth Day of Juno Neit, at one o'clock P.M., to ohooae 
the offleers of Said District for Ihe Ensuing Year, and Ui Transact 
snob other business 39 may Come before Said meeting. 
" BatAvi* Township, May the 2rth, 133fl. 

" Joil.i Basseti, 1 anamUiioveia of 
■■.lOHS M. CllAPIN, 1 tbuiuiou Si:hQoh. 
" J. II. Stevess, T. Clerk." 

In the fall a site was purchased on the Chicago road, in 
section 27, of Benjamin and Catharine Olmstead, for the 
sum of 825. The deed was dated Nov. 15, 1836, and the 
title »as to revert to the original owners when the premises 
should cease to be occupied for school purposes. 

District No. 2 was also formed that year, and held its 
first meeting on the 12th day of December, probably at 
Taylor's tavern. The record of its action reads as follows, 

" Choso Leonard Taylor moderator, and Francis Bassctt 
clerk of the meeting. 

'•Reiolmd, That the site of the ecbool-house he on the Land of 
Timothy R. Wallaoe, Nearly opposite the Porrina, and e'd Wallace 
agrees to Give sufficient Land to nooommodato s'd House. 

"Iteaohed, That Abel Olds, Timothv B. Wallaoe, and Ira Gilford 

llsa^r e I That thirlj Doilnrs by Tax build 'a I H use, to be of 
Logs IC bv I*" feet 

It' I el That Leonard Tavlor "-one lus I Itrii and lolleotor the 
I re>ent year 

!!'■•<>! tf Thiit<lBof (hoTa^bBpadinoaal and the Remainder 
in Labor and Mat«nals if Performed by Satur lay even ng Kext, un- 
less the TrusUes Sive fnither ndulge ce 

Jlei iKil ThatthoTructeeamaLeonttheappomtment byThura- 
da» Nest 

This plan was subsequently modified and a small frame 
house was substituted for the proposed lo.? house In this 
Mias Caroline Brink kept the first school 

From time to time as the increase of the population de- 
manded and the deielopment of the country warranted, 
new districts were formed until at present there are nine 
districts and sis fractional districts in the town Of the 
nine school houses three arc of brick the rest trime build- 
ings The first ipporlionraent of school mone\ of which 
any reccrd is in existence was made July 10 1843. The 
number ot scholars was then 134 and the amount dis- 
tributed was $49 58 The amjunt cspended for school 
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John D, Imber was bom in Dorsetehire, Eiig- 
land, Nov. 24, 1815. His father and mother were 
oatives of the same place, 

James Imber was married to Miss Sarah Burt, 
and the result rf that union was a family of fif- 
teen children, Mr. John D. Imber being the 
youngest of the family. All are deceased except 
John D. and one sister, Ann, who resides at New- 
bury, Berkshire, England, the wife of a Methodist 
clei^man. Mr. Imber was apprenticed at the age 
of fourteen to a carriage-maker in Shrofton. He 
remained there five and a half years, when he went 
to the city of Salisbury and worked at his trade. 
He remained there about four years, and from 
there went to Andover, and continued to work at his 
trade in that place about three years, whence he 
returned to Dorsetshire, In 1849 he set sail for 
America in the " Royal George," and landed in 
New York City, March 20, 1849. Remaining 



only a few days in the city, he went to Pekin, 
N. Y., and engaged in carriage-making. Remain- 
ing there a year, he went to Royaiton Centre, follow- 
ing his trade. Shortly after he returned to Pekin, 
and July 5, 1852, married Juliet, daughter of Orrin 
and Camille Sayles, The result of this union is 
a family of four children : Sarah, born March 
20, 1853; Thyrza A., born Jan. 13, 1855; Eliza- 
beth C, bom Jan, 6, 1857; Jamea O., born Aug. 
2, 1858. All of whom are Uving. He resided 
in Pekin about two years, and then removed to 
the town of Batavia, Branch Co., Mich., in the 
year 1854, settling on section 2. Hb fifty acres 
of unimproved land lie purchased of Elijah Grove. 
By perseverance and energy Mr. Imber has ac- 
cumulated an abundance of this world's goods, and 
is now enjoying the fruits of his labor. He is 
in politics a Republican. He has been justice of 
the peace for eight years. 
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1 1878 was 82395.74. Among the early teachers 
of the schools in thia town were Amancia Porter, Bethany 
Smith, Caressa Smith, C. P. Woodard, Martlia Slierwin, 
Peter B. Porter, Joseph A. Albertsoii, Harriet E. Twichell, 
Rosana Hoag, Philo Porter, Miami Putchen, Amelia Bas- 
aett, Amelia Woodard, Evan Davis, Samuel Taber, Harriet 
Demarest, Julia Brink, and Lucindit Fairbanlts. 

Probably tlie first white chiid born in this town was 
Nancy A., daughter of Martin Olds. She was born in Octo- 
ber, 1834, and grew to young womanhood in this town. 
At the age of eighteen she went with her father's family to 
Oregon, was there married to H. S. Jacobs, and in 1860 
returned East. After living a couple of years in Now Yoi'k 
they removed to Clyde, Ohio, where she now resides with 
her husband and three children. 

The marriage of Israel Mudgo to Miss Melissa Olds, a 
sister of Martin Olds, is supposed to have been the first 
wedding in Batavia. The affair took place at the residence 
of Martin Olds in the fall of 1835. The records show that 
there were two other weddings the next summer, as witness 
the following extracts : 

" July 27, 1836. Gave Jirris Parker License to Mary* 
Snrah Wilder." 

'■ July 29, 1836. Gave John M. Ghapin License to Miiry 
Bethany Smith." 

Among the earliest deaths was that of Franklin Taylor, 
a son of Leonard and Caroline Taylor, which occurred in 
August, 1835. 

The first Siiw-mill in the town was a water-mill on Mill 
Creek, then called Mud Creek, and was built by Alpheus, 
William, and John Reynolds, in 1836, The mill was built 
under the supervision of Charles W. Weatherby, who was 
an accomplished millwright. It was subsequently twice 
rebuilt, and owned by several difierent parties, among them 
Philo Porter and Samuel Woodard (from whom the mill 
obtained its name, " the Woodard Mill"), and is now owned 
by Henry C. Lewis. In 1871-72 the mill was fitted with 
steam machinery. For nearly twenty years It was the only 
mill in the town, which now boasts four, all run by steam 

The population of this town has ever been classed as 
rural, no villages having grown up within its borders. 
Probably its proximity to the city of Coldwater, and to the 
thriving village of Bronson, is largely responsible for this 
state of things. In the first few years after the New York 
House was opened a Httle hamlet grow up about it, which 
at one time contained about a dozen or fitleen buildings of 
various characters. This has, however, all disappeared, and 
the old tavern itaelf has been out of existence more than 
a score of years. 

At a subsequent date an attempt to found a village on 
section 28 was made. A plat of ground was surveved and 
laid out in streets and lots. It was near the pond of the 
Woodard saw-mill, and was named " Lawtonviilc," after the 
man who owned the land. It is said that William Rey- 
nolds was also interested in the project to some extent. 
That the scheme was entered upon in good faith is 
probable when the nature and location of the land is 
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sidered. The lots were largely sold to Eastern people, who 
bought them probably in most cases for purposes of spec- 
ulation. No village ever had even the most incipient ex- 
istence there. 

It is said that one afternoon a weary, travel-stained, and 
dusty individual, mounted on a jaded horse, rode up to the 
Woodard saw-mill, and, hailing one of the men, asked 
where the village of Lawtonvillo was. The man ques- 
tioned pointed in the direction of the pond and said, " It 
lies right out there, sir." The traveler looked incredu- 
lous, and then, as the truth of the situation dawned upon 
his mind, — di^usted and muttering angrily to himself,^ 
wheeled his horse, ejaculated the single but expressive 
word " sold," and rode away in the direction whence he 

Is it possible that the immortal Dickens was familiar 
with the history of Lawtonville and drew therefrom the 
lugubrious aituition which aflfoided Tapley the satisfaction 
of knowing that at last he had rejchcd i point in his ex- 
istence where, there wis some merit in being "jolly?" 

The next sjmptim of vilhge growth was manifested in 
1855, at th centre of the town F A. Hall, of Cold- 
water, in thjt year built a steam saw mill there. Three 
or four VLirs before Mekhor Reik built m addition to his 
log housi (foinierly built by the first settler on the place, 
John Grablej and >pened it as a tavern It was afterwards 
kept by Peter Grove and was discontinued when the pres- 
ent hotel was built by Curtis* «terne m 1865-66. From 
this the himlet has grown until at present it has a saw- 
mill, bl itksmith shop, hotel fine brick school-house (built 
in 1869 at a cost of $2200) and about a doacn dwellings. 

The nest effort at forming a village was made when the 
railroad station was established at the northwest corner of 
section .35, in 1875. The railroad company required 10 
acres of land to accommodate their buildings, and agreed 
to make a stopping-place in the town if the citizens would 
furnish the land, A subscription was started, and some- 
thing over S200 raised. There were two locations in view, 
one at Barnes' Crossing, on the turnpike, and the one 
finally fixed upon. Barnes, whose location was considered 
the most desirable, would not accept the amount raised in 
payment for his land, and the other site was purchased of 
Aaron J, and Hubbard F. Buffham, The railroad com- 
pany have done but little to improve the site thus gener- 
ously donated for their use. 

Soon after this, E. C. Bowers put up a small store near 
the station, where he opened a small stock of goods. He 
was also the railroad company's agent at this place. The 
other store was built and occupied by Benjamin S. Wilcox, 
who was then appointed postmaster, A biacksmith and 
wagon-shop was also erected by a Mr. Wesaell, and a little 
hamlet has sprung up there containing some half a dozen 
dwellings in addition to the buildings already mentioned. 

About 1837 or 1838 the State authorized the laying of 
a State road, which passed through the centre of the town 
from east to west. It was surveyed by Jared Pond, and 
Martin Olds was one of the commissioners in charge of the 
work. The line was surveyed and marked, but the road . 
was not improved very much until some years later. 
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Mieliigao Southern Railroad reaclii, 1 Hillsd ilc ijuite a 
traffic passed over ihia road frim the mills t> the weitwird 
which It nt iheir flour by te^ma to HiUadiie tleie to be 
shijpcd enst on the lailr ad In bal weather the teams 
wiuld come with fjur Krrels if flour till ihey had f,ot 
through the timbered Unda when they wculd unload and 
return for four mole When they returned with that thoy 
would reload tlie first lot and proceed on their way to Hills- 
dale with the ei^ht barrels. The road through the timber 
was generally bad, while on the openinga it wia totiipin 
tirely good. 

The first post-office was established at the house of Samuel 
H. Gary, who was the postmaater, about 1840, It wjatillLii 
Eatavia, and has been located in that part of thi, town evir 
since. Upon the completion of the railroad the office wis 
removed to the "Dudley" tavern, near the crossing, and 
Mr. Barr was coram iasioned as postmaster. He wis sue 
ceeded by William Barnes, and upon the estabiisl ing of the 
railroad station at its present location, the post-office wis 
removed there. The only other post-office iu the town was 
established at North Butavia in the spring of 1877, with 
Gideon D. Baggerly as postmaster. 

IDE CIVIL AND POLITICAL IIISTOEY 

of this town properly begins with the meeting held at the 
New York House in the fall or winter of 1835-36, at which 
it was resolved to petition the Legislature to oi^nize (his 
town under the name of BaUvia. This name was selected 
in aecordance with a request of William Reynolds, who de- 
sired to have the town named afler his ibrmer home in 
western New York. In accordance with this petition the 
Legislature passed an act erecting the town, and appointing 
the first town-meeting at the house of William Reynolds. 
The meeting waa held accordingly, and the following tran- 
script from the town records shows wliat action was taken 
at it. Following this will be found a civil list of the town, 
showing the names and dates of election of all (he town 
officers from 1836 t« the present time. The record of the 
first meeting is as follows : 



" At a Tgwnsbip Moetiag held at Iho llouae uf Wm. RojDoldB, in 
the Tu»n of BaUivia, April 4th, 1836, Whereas Alphciis Kcynuld?, 
Exq., was cnllrjd to Che chair. MurCin Olds chonn Muderalur. J. H. 
Stevens, Jabea Bronson, Clerks, nnaQinioualj ehoeen to form the Bonrd 
of Eleolion, the following Persons were duly Elected to Office, To Wit 
ADSxed to their Ntuoee : SamBel Woodard, L. Taylor, Able Olds, 
Asaeasorsj Morgan Smead, Shirloek Cook, Amasa Miller, Commis- 
sioners of Highways,- Miirtin Olds, Supervisor; T. R. Wallif,« Con- 
stable and Collector,' James L. Youag, Ira Gifford, George 1). Babbet, 
Constables; Horraco Field, L. Taylor, John Baasett, Martin Olds, 
Mngislrates; J. H. Stevens, Town Clerk; John M. Chapin, John 
Bassett, Moses Olmated, School Commissioners; Abel Olds, Moses 
Olmsted, Directors at Poor: and on farther consideration it was Re- 
solved, that the town be Divided into Distriets for the Aceoumodation 
ofthe Path Masters. 

"In District No. ], Benjamin Parker, Path Master; No. 2, T. R, 
Wallis,* Path Master; No. 3, Shirloek Cook, Path Master; No. i, 
John Woodruff, Path Master; No. 5, Moses Olmated, Jr., Path Master; 
Mo. 8, Ita Gifford, Path Master ; No. 7, John Woodruff, Path Master. 

" On motion, Beeolved, that Constables are elected fence viewers. 

"On motion. Resolved, (hat there be A Bounty on wotf soalpsto the 
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Amount of one dollar for each and every scalp, if Provided Neverthe- 
less, that it be caught within the County of Branch, and by a Citizen 

" On motion, Resolved, that thiR Mooting Adjourn to L. Taylor's, 
n Bolavio, for the nest ensuin 



CIVIL 

836-42 Martin Olds. 
i- Ph lo Porter. 
8-18 SmthDow. 
849 Ph lo Porter. 
S50 •>! Nathaniel Woodard. 
a " Sm th Dow. 
f51 S4 James Murphy. 
185* Dav i Fonda. 

.6 Ph lo Porter. 

-7 58 Morgan L. Tyler. 

■B W 1 am Skinner. 
H(iO Da d Fonda. 



u H.St 



19. Bin,. 



840-41. Samuel H. Cary. 
842-44, Lewis Kingsbury. 
845-46. Martin Olds. 

■iS. James Marjihy. 
1850-51. D. G. Olds. 

f-5n. Harrison Cary. 

-. Martin P. Olde. 

.. Harmon M. Loomis. 

I. Martin P. Olds. 
.857. Ciirlos Dunham. 



;i9-41. Shirloek Cook. 
842. Siirouel H. Cary, 

Timothy L. Miller. 
817-48. Martin Olds. 
S40-52. George Iloag. 
853-54. Samuel I). Parker. 
James D. Cole. 
Samuel D. Parker. 
Jesse C. Marlin. 



S. Hin 



S50. ' 



1. Horace Field, 
Leonard Taylor. 
John Basaett. 



Saml. Woodard (a years), 

Tim. R. Wallace (2 years). 

Elijah Thomas (1 year), 
). Smith Dow (f. t.). 

Samuel H. Cary (v.). 
.. Timothy R. Wallace. 
I. Timothy Larrabee, 



U Smith Dow. 

I. Timothy R. Wallace. 

i. Timothy Larrabee. 



I. Morgan L. Tyler. 
-70. Jamoa Campbell. 
-72. Charles W. Fairbanks, 

. William M. Tyler. 
. .Tames Campbell. 
-77. Willinm M. Tyler. 
. Mahlon W. Brown.» 
Bennett L. Tripp, t 



I. Hirnm Simmons. 
8BI-62. Luther C. Stone. 
;-66. James Campbell. 
-69. Fuller Alchinaon. 
970. Marshall D. Bonnej." 
AaronJ.Bulfham.t 
Benjamin F. Bolph. 
872-74. George Miller. 
875-76. Admiral Burch. 
Piiny W. Titus. 
Libbeus M. Bowers. 



I. JobEldred-t 
1884. William Nivlson.f 
David C. Fonda-t 
1865. David C. Gould. 

>. Hiram Simmons. 

r. George Miller. 

t. Marshall D. Bonney. 

1-70. George Miller. 

1-72. Leroy E. Graves. 
873. Jeiiediah Wileoi. 

I. Admiral Bureh. 

). Archibald R. Grove. 
87B. Homer F. Saunders. 
377. Peter Manguse. 
878, Boiijainin S. Wilcos. 

i. Timolhy L. Miller. 

I. Smith Dow. 

I. Morgan L. Tyler (f. t.). 

Benjamin F. Pond (v.). 
.. William L. Parker (f. t.), 

Jesse C.Martin (I. v.). 

James Murphy (s. v.). 
;. James Murphy. ■ 
1853. Smith Dow. 



Smith Dow (f. t.). 
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I. Northrni) Sweet. 

.. Daniel Miller. 

1. Leonard Adams (f. t.). 

Fuller Atobinaon (1. v.). 

David Fonda (a. v.)- 
i. David Fundn. 
■, Delanaun J. Sjirngne. 
I. Daniel Miller. 
I. Leonard Adams, 



1837. Samuel Fairbanka. 

Abel Olde. 

Auguatns Miller. 
183S, Leonard Taylor. 

Joei Woodard. 

John ReynuMs. 



Abel Olds. 
I. Albert Dudley. 
Joel Woodard. 



1842. Morgan L. Tyler. 

Abel Olds. 

Samoel Woodard. 
13J3. Leonard Taylor. 

William L. Parker. 

Lew la Kingsbury. 



184». Peter Grove. 

Nathaniel Woodard. 

laaao Sprague. 
1B46. JeasB C. Martin. 



Abel Olda. 
1837-S8. No record. 
IS39. John Baseett. 

Samnel Fairbanks. 

Charles W. Weathoi 

1840. Evan Davia. 
Samuel Woodard. 
Martin Olds. 

1841. Joel Woodard. 
Samuel Woodard. 
Evan Davis. 

1842. No record. 

1843. Samuel Woodard. 
Elijah Thomas. 



Austin Nores(r.(.). 
Leonard Adams (v.). 
Jobn Reynolds. 
John 1). Imber (f. t.). 
James Wilson (v.). 
Leonard Adams. 
Sidney Field (f. I.). 
Dn»idJ. PBrrin(v.). 
Jobn Whitcorab. 
John H. Imber. 
David J. Perrin. 
Lor, D. Wdlsworfh (f. t.). 
Uennett L.Tripp (v.). 



7. Sath. Woodard (1 y 

8. Nathaniel Woodard. 

9. Jesse C. Martin. 

0. William L. Parker. 

1, Smith Dow. 

■2. Joaae C. Martin. 
3. Archibald Ilanki. 
■i. Smith Dow. 
5. Jacob Reynolds. 

■7. Isaac Sprague. 
8. Northrup Sweet. 
.9. Uiram Barrett. 

10. Isaac Sprague. 



;, David C. Fonda. 
.. Uiram Brink (f. t.). 
Ira Martin (t.). 
SeS. Daniel Miller. 
1. John C. Thnyor. 
r. William K. Card. 
i. David C. Fonda. 
). John C. Tbayor. 
). William R. Card (f. t.). 

Edward P. Gates (v.). 
1. EHJah Grove. 
i. Jobn C. Tliayer. 
5. H. F. Buffhain. 



i. Morgon L. Tyler. 
John H. Stevens, 
gan L, Tyler. 



[. N. Hubbard, 
lorgan L. Tyler, 
lenjamin F. Pond 
.rabibald Hanka. 
amea Murphy. 



1840-*!. Com'dore P. Wood 



Shirlook Cook. 
Benjamin Olmsl 
Leonard Taylor 
Abel Olda. 
Joel IVomlard. 
Abel Olils. 
George lloag. 
Abel Olds. 



1839 


Samuel II. Gary. 




Lewis Kingsbury. 




Smith Dow. 


1840 


Lewis Kingsbury. 




Smith Dow. 




Phllo Porter. 


1841 


42. Samuel H. Gary. 




Lewis Kingsbury. 




Philo Porter. 


1843 


Evan Davis. 




Smith Dow. 




Timothy Miller. 


1844 


Phiio Porter. 


1845 


Sinitli Dow. 


1846 


Philo Portor. 


1847 


David Thompson. 


1848 


Timothy Larrabee. 


1849 


Philemon S. Field. 


ISiO 


Philo Porter. 


1851 


Philemon B. Field (f. t.) 




David J. Perrin (v.). 


1852 


David J. Perrin. 


1875 


Loren R. Austin. 


I are 


-71. Orrin A. Vanderbill. 



1850 


I. W 


Hovfd. 


18J1-52. William Webb. 




Geo 


ge Hoag. 


1853 


Leon 


ard Taylor. 




Will 


am Webb. 


1854 


Jess 


0. Martin, 




Morgan L. Tyler. 


I8M 


John 


Reynolds. 


1850 


Will 
Isaa 


am P. Morey. 
Sprague. 








IH57 


John 


Reynolds. 




Bcnj 


amin Buell. 


1858 


Dav 


d Fonda. 




John 


Reynolds. 


13i9 


Job 


Eldred. 




Joh 


Reynolds. 


PF.CI 


ons. 






Ilor 


nan M. Loomia, 


185* 


Will 


am Skinner. 


1853 


Carlos Dunham (r. t 




Phil 


ndet H. Spragu 


1850 


Lore 


Q R. Austin. 


1847 


No record. 




Phil 


nder H. Sprag 


lass 


Joh 


R. Bonney. 


1880 


Cari 


s Danham. 


180 


Lore 


n R. Austin. 


1362 


No I'eoord. 


180, 


Full 


r Atchineon. 


1864 


Joh 


K. Bonney. 


186a 


Dav 


d II. Crittenden 


1866 


John B, Bonney. 


1867 




n J. Biiffliam. 




John R. Bonney. 


186' 


Lore 


ni<o D. Walswor 


1870 


II. F 


. Buff ham. 


187 


Nets 


on H. Saunders 




Cha 


lea B. Noyes (t 


137 




am M. Tyler. 




Nels 


on II. Saunders 


1874 


-76. Pliny W- Titua. 


187 


Bennett L. Tripp. 


187 


. Phi 


Porter. 



I 1875. George Whiloomb {res.). 
I John Bowers (appt'd). 

1876-77. Avery S. Prout. 
' 1878. Admiral Burob. 



Timothy E. Wallace, Jamea L. Young, Ira Giflord, George D. Bab- 
bitt, 1830; Uiram Hadley, 183H, '40; Nathaniel Woodard, 1839; 
Commodore P. Woodard, 1839-42; Hiram C. Welch, 1840, '41, 
■51; Albert Burgess, 1841; Evan Davis, 1842, '43; Matthiaa 
Woodruff, 1842; Ephraim Case, Benjamin H. Parker, 1843; A. 
W. Miller, L. Warner, Peter Grove, 1844; George Hoag, 1844- 
52; Samuel D. Parker, 184S, '48, '53, '54, '56; D. Wileoi, 1845; 
Job Eldred, 1845, '40, '55, '57, '64; John Reynolds, 1846; John 
BoBsett, 184r ; Lewis Wilcox, 1847, '48, '52, '54, '50 ; Darwin G. 
Olds, 1847, '48; Horace Wilkinson, 1848, '49, '63; John Sprague, 
William Smith, 1849; Martin P. Olds, 1850-52; John C. Thayer, 
1350, '58-60; Marshall Miller, 1850; Ira Martin, 1851; James 
Martin, 1852, '53; Nicholas Van Alatine, 1853, '69; Philo Mar- 
tin, George Purdj, 1854; Jamea D. Cole, M. C. Powers, C. C. 
Brown, 1855; Jacob Daharah, James S. Mille, 1856; Wm. Rey 
Qolda, 1857, '60; Peter Manguae, George Cl»rk,A86j:,'«j» 
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Tyler, 



, '67, '; 



; Hin 



monii. 



1S5B; Joseph K. Hurria; 1860; leaac C. ilair, 1S6I, '6S; John 
Skinner, Lucius Hibbw-a, 1861 ; Lyman Grove, IB63i Charles C. 
Lippincott, 18B3, '64 ; Leonard Taylor, 1 883, 'T6 ; Elijsh Grove, 
Jr., ISfil.m'IT; AlonM01mstead,1864,'7B,77; Truninn Ter- 
rlll, Hiram Simmons, Da.id C. Gould, 1865! Oeorge Miller, 1887, 
*6!); Ezra Boir, 18B7, '74, '75; Silaa P. Wilkinson, 1867; Mar- 
ahftU D. Bonney, Henry H. Halleek, 1868; Allen C. Andrews, 
18BS, 'ru, '72; Murlin Castlo, Ira Holdridge. 1S6B; Alphonso 
Tyler, Sylvester D. Bailey, 1870; Mahlon W. Brown, 1871 ; Ed- 
ward D. Smith, 1871-73; Bronson Mawley, 1371, '76; Alfred 
Williftms, 1871; Leroj E. flravef, John I. Martin, 1872; Nelson 
E. Willis, Jedediah Wileos, WillUm Wileoi, 1873; Aaron J, 
Buff ham, Peter Pitchor, Philo Porter. 1874; Daniel W, Bal*a, 
Edwin Fox, 1875; Archibald R. Grave, 1875, '78; Homer F. 
Saunders, 1876; Lewis Pieroe, Simeon Cnlver, 1877; Alaoson 
Miller, Peter Sprsgue, Miuon Shennemon, 1878. 
Mo record exists o{ the constAbies eloctcJ in 1337, 1833, 1362, and 



The bounty on wolves was increased to |5 per head in 
1839, to $10 in 1840, and to 825 in 1841. This rapid 
increase was owing to the fact that the settlers were tlien 
introducing sheep- husbandry as a branch of their business, 
and, as the flocks increased in size and number, the wolves 
were enabled to do much greater damage, so that it became 
necessary Co exterminate them. 

May 13, 1841, the assessors met and made out the 
following jury-list to serve at the sessions of tlio Circuit 
Court, viz. ; " Isaac Sprague, Timothy Larrabee, Smith 
Dow, Bsq., Leonard Taylor, Esq., f^rand jurors; Martin 
Olds, Esq., Elijah Thomas, Esq., Timothy K. Wallace, 
Esq., Wiliiam Webb, Esq., petit jurors." 

In 1842 the town granted licenses to keep taverns, and 
oF comisc to sell liquors, to Samuel Keyos, A. G. Moore, 
and Samuel H. Cary; and again, in 1844, to William 
Reynolds and Samuel H. Cary. A vote was taken at the 
town-meeting, April 7, 1845, on the questions of licensing 
the sale of liquor and of building a jail. The vote stood, 
for license, 65 ; against license, 6 ; for a jail, 27 ; against a 
jail, 59 ; thus showing conclusively that the people either 
held very crude notions regarding the relations of dram- 
drinking and crime, or desired that there should be no re- 
straint of personal liberty on account of offences against 
good order and the laws. 

In its political status the town was for many years 
strongly Democratic. Indeed it was exceedingly difficult 
for a candidate of any other political organisation to be 
elected to office previous to the organization of the Know- 
Nothing or American party in 1854-55. The first re- 
corded vote at a general election was in November, 1839, 
when the Democratic candidate for governor received 47 
votes, and the Whig candidate received but 6. In the 
year above mentioned the opposition to the Democratic 
party resolved to form an organiiation to overthrow it, and 
a Know-Nothing club was formed in the south part of the 
town, which held its meetings at the house of Jacob Rey- 
nolds, and also at the " Cary" tavern, then kept by Joiin 
Acker. The membership was quite large and widely dis- 
ti'ibuted throughout the town. It formed a nucleus about 
which the entire opposition to the dominant party erystal- 
liaed, and, at the town-meeting of 1855, swept the town, 
and elected David Fonda as supervisor. It also carried 
the town at one general election. In 1856 a sort of reac- 



tion set in, and the Democrats were once more victorious. 
But now the Republican party sprang into existence, and 
received large accessions from the Know-Nothiugs. It at 
once assumed politiciil control of the town, and maintained 
it until the National party was otganized. Since the spring 
of 1878 that party has had a majority of from 50 to 80 

The first religious meetings in Batavia were held about 
the summer of 1836. Elder Parker, who lived near the 
town line in Coldwater, held preaching services in the 
school-house in what is now district No. 8, and almost 
simultaneously. Rev. Georgo Shay and Rev. Israel Millard 
held services in different private houses iu the south part 
of the town. As a result, two Methodist Episcopal classes 
were formed, with Jesse Brooks and Benjamin Olmstead as 
class-leaders in their respective localities. Meetings were 
kept up in the school-houses for several years, — in the east 
part till about 1869, and in the south part till 1856-60, — 
the ministers being supplied from neighboring circuits, 
principidly the Girard circuit. Another Methodist Epis- 
copal class was formed at Batavia Centre, in the fall or 
winter of 1876, by Rev. A. Eldred. It consisted of 10 
members, and Philo Porter was appointed class-leader. 
At present the class numbers 11 members, and the preach- 
ing is supplied from the Bronson Church, Rev. J. Clubine 

being the present pastor. Revs. D. S. Ide, Geot^e, 

Gage, and ■ — -— Bonney preached here previous to 

the regular oi^ganization. In the north part of the town 
there is a large number of members of this denomination 
who belong to the North Batavia class, whose church is 
located in the town of Union, This class numbers about 
50 members, and in 1873 erected their very fine brick 
edifice at a cost of about $7000. 

The only other denomination that has entered upon this 
field is the Wesleyan Methodists, who formed a class about 
1858-59 in the south part of the town. It was organized 
by Rev, S. B, Smith, and Daniel Olmstead was the first 
class-leader. They kept up regular meetings once in two 
weeks, at the brick school-house near the station, until 
1877, when, by the removal and death of many of its 
members, the class became so reduoed in numbers as to bj 
no longer able to sustain preaching, and was disbanded. 
The society was incorporated about 1867, and intended to 
erect a church, but having some trouble about securing a 
suitable site, no churah was built. The pastors of this 
church were generally hired in connection with other 
churches of the denomination in this vicinity. Among 

them were Revs. S. B. Smith, Albert Olmstead, 

Wheelock, Ross, J. K, Wellman, Pryor, 

Pixley, Joseph Hagu J sepl b Heck 

The Sabbath-school w k b "ua y early, and schools 
were organized at ev y h 1 h as fast they were 

built. Among the ea 1 es wa 1 connected with the 

Methodist Episcopal diss dis n No. 8, of which Jesse 
Brooks was the first s pe d Many of the schools 

were organized throu h h fi' ta f Deacon Upson, of 
Coldwater, who was v y n 1 work. For several 

years the several school f h w were in the habit of 
holding an annual pic to 1 nd out of this grew a 
town Sunday-school a 1 1 was ot^nized about 
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ten years apo, and of whieli Philo Porter was president fur 
several jcara. Ila annual meetings are still held regularly, 
but the monthly meetings have been abandoned since 
1875-76. 

The order of Patrons of Hushandry had one society in 
this town. It was callecl 

BATAVIA GRANGE, NO. 95, P. OP II. 

It was iTiatituted at the house of James Taylor, in Oeto- 
her, 1873, with 47 eharter members. The first officers 
were Philo Porter, Master ; M, H, Brown, Overseer ; Loren 
R. Austin, Leeturer; L. M. Bowers, Steward ; B. R. Clum, 

Assistant Steward ; Card, Chapldn ; James Murphy, 

Treas. ; C. H. Austin, Sec; Mrs. Eunice Austin, Ceres; 
Mrs. J. Shenneman, Pomona ; Miss Ooa Murphy, Flora ; 
Mrs, Emma Clum, Stewardess. 

The grange held its meetings at the hall of Mr, Sor- 
dine's house, and was very prosperous for about three jeara, 
after wliiuh time the interest bi^n to deciine, and con- 
tinued to do so till the charter was surrendered during the 
present winter (^1878-79). At one time the membership 
was 113. 

During the war of the Rebellion this town, liku its sister 
towns throughout the land, gave liberally of its citizens and 
trea'^ure to sustain the Union cause. A list of its soldiers 
will be found in another part of this work. The ladies 
of the town, too, took a very active part by furnishing 
supplies of clothing, and similar articles for the use of 
the soldiers, which contributed lai^ely to their comfort. 
The first war-meeling in Branch County was held at the 
Union Bchool-houso in this town soon after the fall of Fort 
8umt«r, in April, 1861. It was pecuHar, and deserves 
particular notice from the fact that it was called and con- 
ducted under the auspices of the Democratic party of the 
town. L. K. Austin took the initial move, and rode 
through the town notifying the inhabitants of the proposetl. 
meeting. At the time set, a large and enthusiastic gather- 
ing was assembled at Uie place of meeting, and were ad- 
dressed by General J. G. Parkhurst, Hon. Geot^e A. Coe, 
Dr. I. P. Alger, and otiiers. The excitement was intense, 
and the patriotio spirit manifested at^^ued well for the 
patriotism and devotion to the Union cause of the citizens 
of Batavia. Quito a number of enlistments were made, 
among them being Joseph Harris, Asa Covey, and the two 
Knappins. 

Many of the brave boys who went into the army did not 
escape seotfree, but_ eithar left their bodies lying on the 
sanguinary field of battle, or returned to their homes maimed 
and disfigured by wounds, broken down by the I'avages of 
disease, or wasted to skeletons by the horrors and starva- 
tion endured in the " prison -pen," those damning blots 
upon the escutcheon of the South, whoso memories will 
never " down at its bidding," but will rise continually in 
its patli, like Banquo's ghost, reminding of the cruelty and 
inlmmanity of the past. We have not the means at hand 
to enable us to give a list of the heroes furnished by this 
town, but mention a few of them. Hiram C. Sweet was 
killed at Gettysburg, and William L. Parker at Kesaca, 
Ga. Two Knappins and two sons of M. L. Tyler died in 
tlio service. Loroj E. Graves, Charles Webb, William R. 



Card, Fonda, and Dunham were wounded in 

action, Ezra Bair, the only dratted man who entered the 
service, was present at the capture of Jefferson Davis. 
Upon his return home the town voted to pay him a bounty 
of $100 for his military services, to place him upon an 
ecfuality with all other soldiers credited to the town, and 
who received a similar bounty. 

With this we bring to a close our brief skctoh of Batavia, 
satisfied if we have boon able to put into a preservabie 
shape something that may prove of benefit to any of its 
residents or their descendants. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

HENRY MILLER. 

George Miller, father of Henry Miller, was born in Penn- 
sylvania about, the year 1769, and died in Portage Co., 
Ohio, March, 1839. He was married to Miss Elizabeth 
Barber. By this union was born a family of eleven chil- 
dren, five sons and sis daughters,— Jacob, Polly, Sally, 
Susan, Henry, Samuel, Catharine, Rebecca, Elizabeth, Gid- 
eon, and George, — all deceased except Henry and Samuel. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Miller died in Portage Co., Ohio, Oct. 9, 
1856, aged seventy-six years. 

Henry Miller was born in 1813 in Lancaster Co., Pa. 
He came with his parents at an early age to Trumbull Co., 
Ohio. He resided there until he reached the ago of fifteen, 
when his parents again removed to Portage Co., Ohio, and 
resided there until the death of his father. He then pur- 
chased the old lioraostead, which he afterward sold and re- 
moved with his family to Branch Co., Mich., about the year 
1360. Ho married Rachel, daughter of Frederick and 
Rachel Caris, the 22d of September, 1839. A family of 
eij^ht children blessed the union, — Geoi^,fe, Mary, Lauretta, 
Henry S., Joel F., Laura, Dorcas V., and Hiram W.,— all 
living except ^oel and Laura. Joel was killed in Tesias by 
a man in whom he reposed confidence as a friend. He was 
buried at Paris, Texas. 

Mr. Miller has always followed the oeeupation of a farmer, 
and has by his industry succeeded in obtaining a compe- 
tency sufficient to place him in easy circumstances, and is 
surrounded by the surviving members of his family. He 
has always been a staunch Republican in polities. On an- 
other page are the portraits of himself and wife. 



PHILO PORTER. 
Philo Porter was born in the town of Attica, ( 
Co., N. y., April 26, 1813, and lived with his father in 
that town until about his thirteenth year. His father then 
moved to the town of Alexander, and March 17, 1836, 
Philo was married to Martha, daughter of Simeon and 
Aehsah Hosmer, of the town of Byron. May 9 they 
started with an ox-team for Batavia, Branch Co., Mich., 
where in November previous young Porter had purchased 
of the government one hundred and twenty acres of land. 
Mr. Porter thus relates their experle 
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" We reached our destination May 17. Now commenced 
the realities of settling a new country five hundred miles 
from any person with whom we were acquainted. We 
commenced to paddle our own canoe, with nothing partic- 
ular to mar our prospects until June 17, 1837, when my 
wife died and was buried in the town of Batavia. 

" I was married again, March 26, 1838, to Marietta, 
daughter of Timothy and Harriet Miller. She died Jan. 
6, 1839. I was married a third time to Mrs, Elizabeth 
Wheeler. We have raised a I'amily of five children, — three 
daughters and two sons, — all of whom are married. 

"April, 1838, I was elected a. justice of the peace in 
said town. In 1844, 1845, 1846, and 1847 I was elected 
supervisor. In November, 1850, I was elected sheriff of 
Branch County, and re-elected in 1852. My flrat vote was 
cast for Andrew Jackson at his second election, I was 
i with the Democratic party up to 187t!, and am 



now supporting the 

greenback dolls 

little more con^ 

'■ At the break' 



of the party that believe a 
a gold or silver dollar, and a 



f the Rebellion I was 
if my ability i) 



Democrat, and assisted to the extent o: 
taining the Union. 

"Last, but not least, when about fifty years old I made 
a profession of religion as a member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church of Batavia. My sympathies have been greatly 
with the Sunday-school cause, where I have labored as su- 
perintendent for the last sixteen years ; and now, at the age 
of sixty-six years, I say to my co-laborers in the Sunday- 
schooi, to brothers and sisters in the church, and to the 
friends whose kindness and tokens of respect I highly ap- 
preciate, if my efforts have been acceptable to you and 
pleasing to my Heavenly Father, the height of my ambition 
has been attained." 



BETHEL. 



The township of Bethel was a wilderness till the year 
1830, wiien the first white man began the work of reclaim- 
ing the land from its wild state and bringing it under cul- 
tivation. The only public improvement in the town was 
the Chicago turnpike, which had been laid out and opened 
by the government to facilitate travel from the East to the 
great, and at that time wholly undeveloped. West, which 
has risen in one generation to high rank among the differ- 
ent sections of our glorious Union. Tliis road, then but a 
mere trail tlirough the woods, entered Bethel at the north- 
east corner of section 5, and ran a crooked course to near 
the middle of the west line of section 7, where it passed 
int the town of Brinson Along this hi^hwiy the tide of 
emigration swept on its westward course marking it^ line 
of piogress by an occasion il cabin where some emigrant, 
pleised with the looks of the country or weary of the toil 
and pn\ations of the slow and tedious journey had left the 
company of hi'^ fellow travelers and commenced a home in 
the fore«t or on the openinj,s The lurr oak openings, of 
whii,h there was a considerable area in this town, were, to 
the eyes of these weary tra^e 
and delightful Arcadia ; or, to us( 
very commonly used to describe the 
country the sun over shone upon.' 
forests, in which wild game of all d< 
great abundance, with small lakes of cool, pure, and limpid 
water, in which myriads of fishes of various kinds disported 
themselves in playful gambols, or darted swiftly in pursuit 
of the smaller fry that served for their food, with the beds 
of many crystal-clear, rippling, babbling brooks crossing its 

* Prepared bj C. W. Brown. 
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surface in divers directions, and with a groat variety of wild 
fruits and nuts to furnish palatable food for man and beast, 
it surely was a country possessing many attractive qualities, 
and offered many advantages as inducements for the emi- 
grants to make for themselves and their descendants homes 
amid such beautiful surroundings. And these advantages, 
and tliese pleasant scenes, did not display their worth and 
beauty in vain, for, at an early date, the most desirable 
lands began to be occupied, and, as soon as the lands wei-e 
placed in the market by the government, were rapidly 
taken up by the incoming pioneers. The first bit of turf 
turned over by a white tiller of the soil was located a little 
north of the centre of the town, on a very lightly timbered 
burr-oak opening, so nearly devoid of trees that it was 
called a prairie, and was first brought under cultivation in 
the summer of 1830. 

The man who thus became the first inhabitant of this 
town was Eleazer Snow. He was a former resident of 
some part of New England, and had a wife and family 
there. For some reason best known to himself, perhaps 
through a restless desire for change, which seems to have 
been a eharacteristic of his life, or possibly because he had 
drunk to satiety of the cup of matrimonial bliss and family 
joy, he had determined to shake off the ties that bound 
him, and came to the Western wilds, leaving his wife and 
children in their Eastern home to mourn or rejoice over his 
departure, as the circumstances of the case might warrant 
them in doing. He came to Eronson's Prairie and made 
his home with Jeremiah Tillotson, who was then keeping 
a tavern there. He was a man who took particular delight 
in hunting and trapping, and, looking about for a place to 
grow some corn and potatoes, ho found this small piece ot 
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open land above referrud to, and set about getting it broken 
up and planted. This pteee of land was near the north- 
west corner of section 16, and he subsequently built a \og 
hut, about 12 feet square, on it, and lived there by him- 
self for a time. From him the loealify received the name 
of " Snovf Prairie," and has ever since retained it. In the 
fall of 1831, Snow sold hLs claims and improvements (o 
Moses Olmstead, a native of New Knpland, who had been 
a resident of Oakland County, in this State, for a few years 
previous to his removal here. For a while (his family 
seems to have been the only one living in the town, but 
after a little, others began to settle, and in a few years there 
were a number of families residing in different parts of the 
township. The names of these settlers, given as nearly as 
may be in the order of their settlement, with the date of 
their arrival (where it has been ascertained) following the 
name in each case, are as follows, viz. : 

Eleazer Snow, spring of 1830 ; Moses Olmstead, fall 
of 1831 ; the Youngs family and Isaac Freeman in 1834, 
— the latter in the fall ; Albert Dudley, Milton Beesmer, 
John J. Kichardsoo, Moses Paine, and David M. Clark iu 
1835, — the two former in the spring ; Daniel Smead, Mor- 
gan L. Smead, Lyman Smead, Lauristou Smead, Ebenezer 
Green, Amos Green, Silas S. Green, in the spring ; James 
Bennio in June, and Mrs. Margaret McMillan, her sons 
Stephen and James, and her daughter Hai^ret, Philiinder 
Olds, Heman Lake, Thomas Judson, Lyman Seymour, 
Timothy Colby, Otis Davis, Caleb N. Bates, Peleg Bates, 
Hiram G. Wiser, Origin Bingham, and Adam Bower in 
the fill] of 1836; Jjemuel Bingham and Matthew H. 
Bingham in the winter or spring, Ebenezer McMillan in 
January, William Reed, David Curamings, and James 
Thurston in (he spring of 1837; Uriah Mallory, Levi 
Thompson, and Charles M. Gailap in 1838,— the latter in 
the fall ; Walter Roe in the fall of 1839 ; Willard Cranson 
in 1840 ; William Bradway, George Gailap, and James 
Gallap in 1842 ; Rosweil J^arabee in 1844 ; John Wiser in 
1847 i and William T. Ammerraan in 1853. 
Of course this list does not inelude the ns 
settlers in each year, but for the first fei 
settlement it lias been our aim to make the 
niplete as possiblt 



mes of all the 
I years of the 
list as full and 



Of the first settler, Eleaae 
was a very restless individual, 
his location. Upon selling hi 
Olmstead he purchased 
County, and lived there i 
Hawk 1 



Snow, we can say that he 
nd was constantly changing 
property in Bethel to Mr. 
acres of land in St, Joseph 
the breaking out of the Black 
1 1832, when he became frightened and went 
as far east as the State of New York, having previously dis- 
posed of his land for two yokes of stags and an old Pennsyl- 
vania wagon. Upon the return of peace and good order he 
returned, and repurchased the land he had parted with at 
such a low price. Subsequently, he owned for a time the 
land upon which the village of Burr Oak now stands, but 
under ihc impulse of his desire for change, disposed of it, 
and catered upon a wider range of travel. He first went 
to Iowa, from there to the hills of Arkansas, and some 
years later rclurned from that State to his old home in 
Branch County, poor, deerepid, and infirm from the cfTects 
of age and the hardships he had been called upon to 



endure. A short time after, he once more loft this part of 
the country and went to Minnesota, since which time 
nothing has been heard from him. He was, at the time 
of his settlement here, apparently between forty and fifty 
years of age. Tall and spare in build, with sloping shoul- 
ders, tiglitly-eom pressed lips, and deep-set, black eyes, which 
furtively glanced at one from underneath his shaggy brows 
and always evaded the gaze of those he chanced to meet, 
his appeaniiice was, on (he whole, singular, disagreeable, 
and almost repulsive. His life was mainly devoted to 
hunting and trapping, the solitude and seclusion of the 
forest seeming best to accord with his taciturn, morose, and 
hermit-iike disposition. While in this locality the principal 
scene of his operations was along the course of the Prairie 
River, sometimes called " Hog Creek." 

Moses Olmstead, who purchased Snow's improvements, 
came originally from some of the Eastern States, quite 
probably from New Jersey, and settled in Oakland County, 
in Michigan, at an early day. From that county he came 
here, late in the lall of 1831, with his wife, his sons, — 
Moses, Jr., Philip, Gideon, and Lyman, — and his daughters, 
— Abby, Eliza, and Hannah. They moved into the log hut 
built by Snow, and built another hut of rails, covered with 
hay, in which the men found a lodging-place while the 
women occupied the log hut. In this manner the first 
winter was passed, and then a larger and more convenient 
house was built for the accommodation of the family. 
Moses Olmstead was a thorough -going man, resolute and 
energetic, and carried these qualities into his farming opera- 
tions. By reason of this he rapidly brought his farm into 
splendid condition, and his stock was always noted for the 
sleek and well-fed look that characterised it. Ho erected 
the first frame building in the township. It was a large 
and commodious barn, built in 1834^35. He was prom- 
inently connected with the work of organizing the town, 
but died soon after the first town-meeting, in the spring or 
summer of 1837. His wife died about a year la(«r. Of 
his children, Gideon died about two or three years after the 
family settled here. His was in all probability the first 
death of a white person in this town. Lyman Olmstead 
was married to Sarah Ann Cummings, and this wedding 
was, so far as now known, the first one occurring in the 
township. The necessary license was procured of the town 
clerk, David M. Clark, on the 25th of April, 1837, and 
the ceremony was performed at the residence of the bride's 
father, David Cummings, on the present Vanalstiue place, 
by David M. Clark, Esq. (who bore the dual official char- 
acter of town clerk and justice of the peace), on the 30th 
day of the same month. The bridegroom was nineteen 
years old and the bride was fifteen. The party, made up 
of the families of the bride and groom and a few invited 
guests, numbered thirty persons, of whom only two are 
now living. These two are the bride—now Mrs. Gideon 
Lease, of Bethel— and Solomon Smith, of Gilead. Lyman 
Olmstead died in this town in October, 1864. Moses 
Olmstead, Jr., removed to Missouri many years ago, and 
died there in 1872. Philip Olmstead at about the same 
time removed to Utah, and is still living there. Moses 
Olmstead's three daughters all died in Bethel. 
The Youngs family consisted of a mother ii 
I losiod by V 
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—James, John, Benjamin, David, and Seth. The mother 
and the three sons first named camo from some part of 
Indiana and squatted on Snow Prairie in 1834. They 
built a small cabin there, and the men spent their time in 
the woods and along the banks of the streams and lakes, 
hunting, trapping, and fiBhing. The other sons eame to 
this town about five or six years later. None of them 
remained here any great length of time. They were good 
citizens, but not at all active in the work of bringing tlio 
wild lands of Michigan into their present fine state of cul- 
tivation. The mother, it is thought, died while they lived 
here. James was a married man, and afier remaining here 
a few years returned to Indiana. The rest also removed to 
different parts, David returning to Indiana. Benjamin died 
in the town of Bronson a few years since, and Seth is still 
living in that town. 

Isaac Freeman started from the town of Clay, Onondaga 
Co., N. Y., in the fall of 1834, ou his way to this Slate, 
wliere he had, in June of that year, entered a quarter-sec- 
tion of timbered land in the Bean Ci'eek Valley, in Lenawee 
County. The party consisted of Mr. Freeman and wife, 
and their family of eigbt children ; his mother-in-law. Mi's, 
Marsh, and her sons and daugliter,--Bbenezer, Daniel, 
Wallace, John, and Polly ; and Walloee Marsh's wife and 
two or three children. The route traveled was over the 
Erie Canal, and up Lake Erie to Detroit. There Mr. Free- 
man hired a t«am of horses and a wagon to convey his 
family and goods to Ypsilanti, expecting to go south from 
that place to his land in Lenawee County. He there met 
I Prairie, Ind., who, learning of his 
)uld be folly to go iiito the timbered 
> suffer the necessary hardships and 
me before the land could be cleared 
and made to produce anything, when, by going a few miles 
farther west, till he reached the burr-oak region, he might 
have his choice of the fairest lands the eye of man ever 
looked upon, where the soil was all ready ibr the plow, and 
where suSicient crops could be raised the first season to 
furnish subsistence for the family. Being influenced by 
these statements, he leli the family at Ypsilanti, came on to 
Bronson, and from there went south along the road leading 
from Bronson to Jackson l'rairi& His most sanguine ex- 
pectations were fully realized by the looks of the opening, 
and he immediately returned to Ypsilanti for his family. 
The Marshes had come on with him, intending to settle 
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now," and the bargain fell through. For five or six weeks 
the cabin occupied by Mr.. Freeman and the Marshes pre- 
sented something like the appearance usually credited to 
the tenement- houses of the great cities of the world. It 
swarmed with life, for twenty persons would fill to over- 
flowing a much larger mansion than the first settlers of 
this country usually indulged in. Mr. Freeman selected a 
site on the Bronson road, in section 30, and immediately 
began building a cabin, which was completed sufficiently to 
allow of the family's moving Jnto it in December. In that 
winter he purchased the northwest quarter of the northwest 
quarter of section 5, in Gilead, and the southwest quarter 
of the southwest quarter of section 32, in Bethel, of a man 
who had previously entered the land. He gave him $150 
for the 80 acres. In June he entered 40 acres adjoining 
it on the north, and a year later traded his Lenawee County 
land for the 80 acres on which he had built his house, which 
had been entered, meantime, by another person. Mr. Free- 
man lived in this town about two years, and then moved on 
to his land in Gilead. Some seventeen years ago he removed 
to the town of Quincy, and died there in Mareh, 1870. 
Two of his children are now residing in this county, — Cor- 
nelius, in Bethel, and Mrs. Hannah Adams, in Coldwater. 
Another son, John, who was a respected citizen of this town, 
died in 1877, from the eifocis of a kick from a horse. Five 
of the ten children are still living in different parts of the 
country. 

Albert Dudley lived on section 8, near the place where 
the highway crosses Swan Creek, and the bridge across the 
creek has always been called Dudley's Bridge on that account. 
He removed to the adjoining town of Batavia,and kept the 
public-house known as the Dudley stand for several years. 

David M. Clark was one of the most peculiar men of 
the town, and was also one of its most prominent citizens- 
Being a man of fair educational attainments, he was thereby 
fitted for the posts he held among them : being school- 
teacher, clerk, magistrate, and surveyor. By nature he was 
quick-tempered, imperious, and irascible, and many stories 
are told of him that illustrate these traits of his character. 
Among them the following : a man named Isaac Adams 
purchased a farm in Indiana, and hired Clark to survey it 
for him. Some time afterwards Adams and Clark hap- 
pened to meet at the York House, where Samuel H. Gary 
was then keeping tavern. Adams, in the course of the 
conversation that ensued, said to Clark, in a bantering 

" Well, Clark, do you remember the time I saved your 
life?" 

" No," said Clark. " When and where was it? I should 
like to know." 

" Why," said Adams, " it was the time you came down 
to Indiana to survey my farm for me. Don't you recollect 

" Oh, yes," said the unsuspicious surveyor, " I remember 
that perfectly well ; but what has that to do with your 
saving my life?" 

" Why, can it be possible," replied the incorrigible joker, 
as he cast a sly look over his interested audience, and 
winked to some of his cronies, "can it be possible that you 
have forgotten how you, with all your compasses aadjjtUw^ 
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apparatus, got lost in the woods, and would have starved 
to death if I hadn't piloted you out?" 

The crowd hurst into a loud laugh at this original sally, 
which so irritated Clark that he seized a billet of wood from 
the wood-box, and rushed at his tormentor, intent upon 
sudden vengeance, Gary spranfr from hehtnd the bar, and 
interfered in time to prevent a collision, and the commotion 
was soon quieted down. 

Mr. Clark came from Grosso Islo, near Detroit, and was 
the county surveyor fur saveral years. He did a great do;tl 
of surveying for the inhabitants of this region during his 
life-time. The land he entered was on the northwest quarter 
of section 7, and there he lived, died, and was buried. 

Milton Beesmer settled on the east haif of the northeast 
quarter of section 16. It being school-land ho could not 
enter it, but had to wait till the lands were offered for sale 
before getting « title. He built a small log house on it 
and lived there till his deatli, which occurred some ten 
years later. 

On the fifth day of September, 1835, a party of eiiiigranis, 
consisting of eleven persons, — Daniel Snicad and his wife 
(father and mother of the others), Morgan L. Siuead and 
wife and one child, Lyman Smead and wife and two chil- 
dren, and Lauviston Smead and wife, — left their former 
home in Middletown, Delaware Co., N. Y., and started on 
an overland journey to the West, intending to locate at 
Kock River, in the State of Illinois. They traveled by 
leisurely stages, stopping frequently at the homes of friends 
living at different places along their route, and reached 
Taylor's Tavern, in Batavia, about tlie 2l)tli of November. 
Here the progress of the party was checked by the sudden 
prostration of Daniel Smead, who was attacked by a dis- 
ease that prohibited any further travel, and seriously threat- 
ened his life. So the party made themselves as comfortable 
as possible under the circumstances, and settled down for 
t1ie winter. Of course, the Son.s spent a good portion of 
their time in looting about the country, and tliey grew to 
like it pretty well, — enough so, at least, as to lead them to 
think of abandoning the idea of going on to Illinois, and 
settling here instead. 

As soon as the old gentleman had sufficiently recovered 
from his sickness they took him to see some of the land 
they had selected, and he, too, was pleased with its appear- 
ance. They then determined to stop here, and sent Morgan 
to Bronson (now Kalamazoo) to enter the land. He went 
early in January, 1836, and oiitored 44Ci acrea lying in 
sections 3, 4, and 9. This was divided up, Lyman and 
Lauriston having 63 acres each, and Morgan living with 
the old folks on the east half of section 4. The party 
remained at Taylor's through the winter and George 
Dunham and John Masters were hired to build a house, 
which they got finished about the 7th of March, but the 
family did not move into it until the 5th of April. After 
ii was finished and before the family moved in, the an- 
nua! burning of the marshes and openings took place, and 
the new house was endangered. Daniel Smead and David 
Worden luckily happened to visit it at this juncture, and 
started a counter-fire that saved the dwelling. As soon as 
the family had got settled in their new home, Lyman and 
Lauriston set at work to prepare homes of their own. Ly- 
36 
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:till living on their original 
} two oldest surviving 



man moved into his house during the succeeding si 

but Liuriston did not get to living in his until the spring 

of 1837. Daniel Smead died March 9, 1847; his wife, 

Lucy, died Oct. 9, 1848 ; and Lauriston died April 2, 1845. 

Morgan L. and Lyii 

farms in this town. 

settlers of the town. 

Ebcncior Green was the father of Amos and Silas S. 
Green. He came in company with them, bringing his wife 
and a younger son. He settled on the south half of the 
northeast quarter of section 30, and died in ihis town a 
few years later. Amos Green and his wife located on the 
north half of the same quarter-section, and subscquenlly 
returned to Ohio, from which State the Greens all earae. 
Silas S. Green, with his wife and two children, took up the 
northwest quarter of section 30. He lived here until about 
twenty years ago, when he removed to Cass County in this 
State. 

In the year 1828 a vessel crossed the Atlantic, which 
brought from Gla^ow to New York a Scotch emigrant 
named James Bennie. Upon landing in this country he at 
ODce went to Amsterdam, on the Mohawk Kiver, in Central 
New York, and engaged in doing fann work. He remained 
there for about five years, and then, having accumulated a 
sufficient amount of money to pay the espensos of their 
passage, sent to Scotland for his mother and an unmarried 
sister, who, as soon as possible, joined him at Amsterdam, 
and then all came on to this State, where a married sister, 
Mrs. Jeanette McKinley, was then living, in the town of 
Gilead. 

They arrived in this locality in 1833, and Mr. Bennie 
hired out to work for Bishop Chase, his mother and sister 
going to live with Mrs. McKinley. Mr. Bennie arrived in 
this vicinity without a dollar, having expended all his earn- 
ings to get here. He became quite an important member of 
the bishop's household, and was intrusted with the manage- 
ment of a large part of his business affairs. While Bennie 
lived with him, the bishop went on a visit to England, and 
during his absence the residence was destroyed by fire. 
A lai^e part of the furniture and household effects were 
saved fi'iim the conflagration. The news went across the 
sea that Bishop Chase's mansion had been destroyed, and 
he was presented with large amounts of money (aggr^t- 
ing several thousand dollars) by his English friends and 
acquaintances, who seemed to have no definite knowledge 
of the intrinsic value of a maiisi/iii in the " wilds of Michi- 
gan." In this fire Mr. Bennie lost all the property he pos- 
sessed escept the clothes he was wearing. He continued 
working for the bishop till he had saved enough to por- 
chase an eighty-acre lot of the government, and then, id 
June, 1836, he wont to the land-office and entered the east 
half of the southeast quarter of section 31, and became a 
resident of Bethel, his unmarried sister Christiana keeping 
house for him. In 1352 ho was married to Mrs. Susan 
Bobinson, formerly of Syracuse, N. Y., who still survives 
him and resides on the homestead. He was a very indus- 
trious and energetic man, careful and thorough in business, 
kind and considerate to all with whom he came in contact, 
and benevolent to a fault. During his life ho acquired a 
competency of worldly goods, and added ti 
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■no from BatavJa, N. Y., in tho early 
nd went aa far West as Pij;t'OTi Proiiio 
i), where he bought a fiinn. He grew 
in A few months, and, instead of bring- 



eesaiona until he owned 160 acres of the choicest lands In 
this part of ihe county. He was often intrusted with the 
management of public business in the town, and disehai^ed 
his duties with careful fidelity. While on a visit to rela- 
tives in Utah he was taken sick, and died there May 1, 
1872. 

Moses Paine ca 
SBPinier of 1830, a 
(now White Pigeor 
dissatisfied with it 
ing his family West, he returned to the East and remained at 
his former home for the space of sis years. At theespira- 
tioTi of that time he had onee more made up his mind to 
come to Michigan, had completed his preparations for re- 
moving his family, and having performed the journey in 
safety and without any unusual incident, arrived in October 
on the place his son Thomas had entered for him during 
the preceding winter. Mr, Paine's family consisted of a 
wife and six children. Thomas had preceded him ; Eph- 
raim, Mases, Jr., and Cathai'ine accompanied him ; and his 
wife and daughters June and Sophia followed them a year 
later. The land on which he settled was on the north part 
of section 5, adjoining the Chicago road, and consisted of 
80 acres of timbered opening land. As soon as the land 
was got in proper condition Mr. Paine planted some apple- 
seeds he had brought from the East. The orchard thus 
conimenced was one of the earliest raised in the township 
and is now a fine and fruitful one. Moses Paine died in 
this town in August, 1871, at the ripe age of ninety-one 
years. Of his children, Ephraim lives on the homestead, 
Thomas in Batavia, Moses in California, Jane in Girard, 
Sophia in Plymouth, Ind., and Catharine in Nebraska. 

Heman Lake, Origin Bingham, Adam Bower, and Lem- 
uel Bingham, with their respective families, traveled in 
company from their homes in Erie Co., N. Y,, till they 
arrived at Coldwater, when Lemuel Bingham left tho parly. 
The others came on along the State road till they reached 
this town. 

Heman Lake entered the northeast quarter of the south- 
west quarter of section 13. In the summer of 1839 Mr. 
Lake was taken with a severe attack of tho bilious fever, 
and was attended by Dr. Corwin. He took an emetic pre- 
scribed by the physician which it is thought hastened his 
death, which occurred in the latter part of August. 

Origin Bingham located on the west half of the south- 
east quarter of section 25, and died there some six years 
later. His widow, hia son Origin, and a daughter are now 
residents of Coldwater. 

Adam Bower took up 40 acres in the northeast corner of 
the southeast quarter of section 25. He died there about 
the year 1847. His family of ten children have ail died or 
removed from the town. 

Lemuel Bingham remained in Coldwater through the 
winter of 1836-37, while his son, Matthew H., was build- 
ing a log house on the land they had entered on the north- 
east quarter of section 25. They owned in addition to 
this a 40-acre lot in section 30 in Ovid. The lake on that 
section was called Bingham Lake on that account. The 
family moved on to their place in the spring of 1837. 
Matthew married a daughter of Heman Lake, and about 



two years afterwards died. Lemuel then sold the farm and 
went to live with liia son, Seymour, in Coldwater. 

During the same fall (1836), Thomas Judson, Lyman 
Seymour, Timothy Colby, Job Devol, and Otis Davis came 
from the town of Collins, Erie Co,, N, Y., and settled in 
this town. 

Thomas Judson settled on section 25, and remained about 
seven years, when he returned to his former home, and is 
now living there. Otis Davis, who located on section 24, 
sold his fai-m to Peleg Brownell, Jan. 1, 1846, and then he, 
too, returned to New York to live. 

Lyman Seymour took up the southeast quarter of sec- 
tion 23, and lived tliere till tho summer of 1839, when he 

Timothy Colby entered the east half of the northeast 
quarter of section 2G, and lived there rill about 1850-51. 
He became somewhat prominent in town matters, and was 
treasurer of the town for three years before he removed to 
Ottawa County. At the time of leaving he was indebted 
to the town to a considerable extent. A few years ago 
he left this State and settled in Oregon. 

Caleb N. Bates came to Michigan in 1835, and bought 
five and a half 80-acre lots, located on sections 2, 13, 14, 
and 23 in this town, and then went back to prepare his 
family for removal. The nest fall (1836) he, with his 
wife and five children, his son Peleg, with a wife and two 
children, and his son-in-law, Hiram G. Wiser, with his wife 
and three children, all embarked on a steamboat on Lake 
Erie, at Buffalo, with all their household goods, three wagons, 
two horses, and two yokes of oxen. When the vessel had 
arrived within sight of the Toledo lighthouse, a heavy 
head wind sprung up, which rapidly increased to a gale, 
and drove the vessel back down the lake. While the furious 
storm was at its height, the rudder of the vessel gave way, 
and the boat was driven helplessly at the mercy and will of 
the winds and waves. After many hours of anxiety and 
terror to the crew and passengers, the vessel drifted ashore 
at Port Clinton, near Sandusky, 0, The passengers were 
taken ashore in boats, and the cattle and horses, being thrown 
overboard, swam ashore. The wagons, too, were thrown 
into the water and towed ashore by means of ropes. Our 
company of emigrants hitched up their teams, and leaving 
their goods to be carried to Toledo by the boat after the 
storm should have subsided, pressed on by land toward their 
destination, where they arrived in due time, having expe- 
rienced all the pleasures of a passage through tho Black 
Swamp in the muddy season. They came from the town 
of NcH'stead (then a part of the town of Clarence), Erie Co., 
N. Y. Caleb was a vetoran of the war of 1812, and drew 
a pension for his services. He died in this town Sept. 5, 
1867. Peleg lives on the farm on which he first settled. 
Benjamin, another son, lives in the town, and Hiram G. 
Wiser and his wife are still living, though well advanced in 
years, on a farm on section 14. 

Mrs. Margaret McMillan, with her sons Stephen and 
James, and her daughter Margaret, came from Batavia, 
Genesee Co., N. Y., and arrived in Bethel early in the fall, 
stopping temporarily with Silas S, Green, while they were 
preparing a home for themselves. Tliey bought their land 
(the southwest quarter of s ' "" ■ - . .- .. 
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f|aarter of seolion 30) of a Mr. TuUle, who lived in 
Biitavia, N Y., and had purohased it from tlie j^vern- 
metit. The McMillans built a. hoube on the Broristin 
road abuut forty rods north of the section line. The 
house was 18 by 23 feet in size, and was ready for its occu- 
pants in tlie latter part of October. In the latter part of 
the season, Philander Olds (a son-ln-Iaw of Mrs. McMillan) 
with his wife and four children, joined the party, and in 
January, 1837 Ebenezer McW illnma and hw wife cinie 
also During the winter (he little cabin teemed nilh hf<., 
for, in addition to those alreidy mentioned Wilham and 
Andrew Reed, Anson Vau„'hn, and Jo'ipph Campbell olcu 
picd It, making in all a fimily of 16 persons The land 
coat them $-± ptr acre and it was divided through tlio 
centre Kbenezer takin^^ the north half and Stephen the 
■jouth half Kbenezei built i house about eighty rods north 
of the first one, and moved into it some time in M^rch. 

Philander Olds purchased a couple of acres on section 
2!), and built a dwelling and cooper-shop there. Hero be 
worked at his trade for a couple of years, and then, his 
wife having died, he removed to Union City, and is now 
living there. James, some time about 1840, moved on to 
a farm on section 17, in Batavia, and lived there till he 
went on a visit to some relatives in Washington Co., N. Y., 
about nineteen years ago, and while there was taken sick 
and died. Ebenezer sold his land in 1850 and bought 255 
acres on section 31, where lie is now living, at the ago of 
sixty-eight years. Stephen still lives on the place where 
he first settled. His mother died about thirty years ago, 
and he was married about the same time to Miss Jeanette 
Urover. He was the second supervisor of the town, and 
held the office four successive years. He is now nearly 
eighty years of age. 

Of the others mentioned as members of this party, An- 
drew Reed and Anson Vaughn returned to the State of New 
Yort, and Joseph Campbell went farther West. Only one, 
William Reed, settled here permanently. In the spring of 
1837 he bought the west half of the southeast quarter 
of section 29. He went East, was married, and returned 
with his wife in the fall of that year. About four years 
la(«r he sold his properly here and moved to Lansing, where 

Duvid Cummings came from Niagara Co., N. Y., to 
Ypsilanti in the fall of 1832. In December, 1835, he 
came to Bronson, and kept a tavern there on the Pierce 
place. About a year later he moved to this town, and 
lived on the Van Alstine place, on Snow Prairie, In 1838 
he went to Indiana, and remained about fourteen years, 
then returned here for a short time, and then moved to 
Masonville, where he kept the Sellick tavern for about 
three years. He then removed to Quincy, and died there 
upwards of twenty years ago. Several of his children, 
among them his son William, removed to California; one 
is living at La Grange, Ind., and another, Mrs. Gideon 
Lease, is residing in this town. 

Charles M., Geoi^e, and James Oallap, three brothers, 
came from Clarence, Erie Co., N. Y., the first in the fall 
of 1838, and the two latter in tho fall of 1842. Soon 
after his arrival here, Charles married Miss Olive Bates, of 
Ovid, a daughter of Francis Bates, and settled on the west 



half of the southwest quarter of section 23. He is now 
living in the northeast part of the town. George returned 
to Erie County, N. Y., and is now living there. James 
married a daughter of Roswell Larabee, in 1846, and is 
now living at Bethel Centre. He has been intimately con- 
nected with the conducting of town affairs, having held 
several of the most important town offices, among them 
that of town clerk for ten years. 

Levi Thompson, formerly u citizen of Canaseraga, Madison 
Co , N Y., came to this town from Rome Centre, Lenawee 
Co , in 1838, and settled on 120 acres on the southeast 
quirter of section 13, where he lived till his death in 1863, 
He has two sons and one daughter still living in this town. 

Walter Roe, in the fall of 1839, settled in the southwest 
part of the town. lie died in 1850. His wife survived 
him miny years and died in 1873, at the age of eighty-four 
years. A son, David, is now living on the homestead. 

Wiilard Cranson came from Parma, Monroe Co., N. Y., 
in 1831, and settled in Lenawee County, near the present 
city of Adrian, where he remained five years, removing, at 
the espiration of that time, to Moscow Plains, in Hillsdale 
County. In the spring of 1840 he again changed his loca- 
tion, and settled on a farm of 240 acres lying on sections 
32 and 33 in this town, which he purchased of Uriah Mal- 
lory, who had bought it of the government about two years 
previous. His family at that time consisted of his wife, 
two sons, and one daughter. Mr. Crauson is still living on 
the farm he then bought, has reached the age of ninety 
years (on the 7th of April, 1879) and is the oldest citizen 
of the township His wife dieil April 24, 1855. His 
sons, Parmeiiio A and Aaa, and his daughter, Mrs. Cor- 
nelius Freennn, are still living in this town Another 
daughter, who marned before the family left Lenawee 
County, IS now living in Wisconsin 

Charles W. Weatherby settled in the adjoining town of 
BaUvia, as early as 1835-36, and after living there a few 
years removed into this town. He lived here until about 
fifteen years ago, when he removed to Shelbiua, Shelby Co., 
Mo. During his residence here he was frequently elected 
to official positions, and is the only person who, while living 
in Bethel, was honored with official position outside of the 
town offices. He was elected a representative in the State 
Legislature in 1860, and served two terms. 

Koswell Larabee was a settler in Lenawee County at an 
early day, and came from there to this town in 1844, locating 
on section 13. In 1850 he returned to Lenawee County. He 
brought to this town a wife, four sons, and three daughters- 
Of these sons, Roswell P., Horatio B., and Austin settled 
in this town, and Erastus in Ovid. Roswell enlisted in the 
Union army during the war, and died of typhoid pneumonia 
at Cumberiand Gap on the 23d of April, 1864. Horatio 
was killed by the cars while crossing the railroad at Branch. 
Austin and Mrs. James Galiap are stil! residents of Bethel. 

During the first five or six years of the experience of the 
pioneers in this town, they were called upon to suffer many 
privations and to endure many hardships. But the lands 
were soon brought to produce an abundance of material for 
food, and the settlers grew into easier circumstances, though 
they had to make long journeys to reach a mill, where their 
com and wheat could be made into meal a 
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thus fitted fur tiicir use. Hogs, which were allowed to roiiin 
the WDOds at will, fatted upon the acorna and olher nuts, 
and the Rettiers, to wcure their supply of pork, had hut to 
go into the forest aud shout what hogs they needed. 

There were unmerous families of Indians livinj:; about 
the town, who were fiiendly towards the whites, always 
ready to go with them upon fishing or hunting escursioiis, 
and ever open to trade. One morning Lyman Olmstead 
arose very emly and went out to a runway to watch for 
deer, leaving his wife ii 
fasten the door after hi 
rise she again awoke, 

'• Indian standing at the 
iug her fears, she inquired wliat 
ranted to get warm, and she told 
then, and not be standing there 



a forididahle 
hedside. Without i 
he wanted ? He said he w 
o the fireplac 



She neglected to get up and 
d soon fell asleep. About sun- 
ind was very muEh startled at seeing 



to frighten her. He obeyed, and her husband returning 
soon after, relieved her fears. Upon another occasion her 
husband had gone away in company with a young Indian 
with whom he was on very fticndly terms, and did not 
return. Bed-time came, and Mrs. Ohnstead retired with a 
female friend who had come to spend the night with her. 
Some time in the night there was a rap at the door, and 
Mrs. Olmstead, arising, went to the door and asked what was 
wanted. A voice, which she thought was her husband's, 
repticd in the Indian language (whieh he could talk quite 
fluently, and oft«n used in conversing with her) that lie 
wanted her to open the door. She did so, and tlie door 
was scarcely opened, when the Indian who had gone out 
with her husband glided in, and, closing the door behind 
him, went to the fireplace to warm. Being questioned as 
to Olmstead's whereabouts, he replied that he did not know. 
Tlic women were frightened at his strange behavior, and 
made preparations to leave the house on pretest of going 
for water, intending to go to some of the neighbors for 
protection. Before they left, however, the door again 
opened, and Olmstead, who had been standing outside all 
the time, stepped in, and he and the Indian enjoyed a 
hearty laugh over the effect their ruse had produced upon 
the women. 

These Indians drew a pension from the British Govern- 
ment for services rendered during the war of 1812, and 
made an annual pilgriniiige to Canada to draw their annuity. 
In the month of August, 1837, a party of them were 
returning home from this annual pilgrimage, and camp^ 
for the night near the present residence of James Tayior, 
in Batavia. A party of whites, consisting of Morgan, 
Lyman, and Lauriston Smead, Heaekiah Terry, and Pliilip 
Olmstead, had been to Coldwater, to Cross & Holbrook's 
store, for a keg of whisky to use while cutting hay on 
the marshes. They were in a lumber-wagon, and coming 
along the Chicago road, on their way home, saw the light 
of the Indian camp-fires, and the shadow-like figures of the 
dusky aborigines flitting to and fro before them, Terry, 
who was a new-comer, and curious to learn all about the 
Indians and their ways, proposed that they should st£ip and 
see them for a while. So they all alighted, hitched the 
team, and went forward to the camp-fire. White they were 
conversing with them, the Indians, who had in some way 
learned that there was whisky in the vieiuity, asked the 



whites for some of their much-loved " fire-water," and were 
each given a small drink from the keg. All then returned 
to the camp, and the visitors stood by looking at the squaws 
as they prejiared the food for their evening meal. All was 
apparently quiet and peaceful, when suddeidy Oluistcad, who 
was leaning against a tree, felt something strike his side, 
followed by a sharp pain. Looking around, he saw that an 
Indian had struck him with a knife, penetrating his clothes 
and inflicting a slight cut in his side. Instantly a battle 
began, in which fists, clubs, and knives were freely used, 
and in which the whites were victorious, driving their 
enemies from the field. Terry especially distinguished 
himself by his activity and prowess. At the close of the 
engagement the whites mounted their vehicle and pioceedod 
to their homes. Benjamin Olmstead, of Batavia, visited 
the camp the next morning, and he described the Indians 
as very much demoralized and badly punished. The In- 
dians seemed to have a good sense of justice, and never 
held a grudge against any one for a punishment justly 
inflicted upon thein. This is illustrated by the case of an 
Indian who went to the house of Mrs. Corwin, at Mason- 
ville, and asked for something to eat. Mrs. Corwin refused 
his request, telling him that what little food she had she 
nqeded for her own and her children's use. He grew angry 
at this, and telling her that he would have it, began search- 
ing for it. Mrs. Corwin ran across the road to Mr. Stewart's 
for help, and Mongan Smead, who had just driven up, went 
over to see to the mutter. He found the Indian with his 
head and shoulders in the cupboard, and his position being 
vei-y favorable, made a very efiective attack upon him, pun- 
ishing him severely before he succeeded in making his 
escape. Some time after, he again met the same Indian, 
who, to show his friendly feelings, made him a present of 
some pewter finger-rings, — ornaments which the Indians 
were fond of wearing and which they highly prized. A 
few years later, these Indians were removed to their reser- 
vation in the Indian Territory. 

In the fall of 1835 some of the settlers clnbbed together 
to buy salt for the purpose of putting down their yearly 
supply of meat, and sent u man with a team of horses to 
bring it froni Detroit. He came back with a load of eight 
barrels, which cost the settlers ten dollars a barrel. 

The scarcity of wheat was greatest in 1835-3G, when it 
sold for two dollars a bushel. In 1842 it was the lowest it 
ever has been here, being drawn to CoMwater and sold for 
two shillings and sixpence per bushel. 

Among the later settlers was William T. Anmierman, who 
came from Chesterfield, Fulton Co., 0., and, afler living 
two years in Ovid, settled, in January, 1853, on the fine 
farm he now owns, in the east part of the town. In addi- 
tion to the important town offices to which he has been 
elected, he has held the office of notary public for twenty- 
four years, and has always been foremost in all enterprises 
tending to advance the interests of the town and of its 

Another was William Bradway, a settler of 1842, who is 
still Hying in town on a fine farm in section 9. 

Tlie town of Bethel is designated in (he United States 
survey as town 7 south, range 7 west, and ,c(ijnprises a tet- 
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Ovid, south by Gileiicl, and west by Bronson. It was 
originally pretty evenly divided bcivfeen timbered lands 
and opeiiiiiga. The timber lands extended in a strip 
nearly three miles wide from near the northeast corner of 
the town to the south lino lu section i!4. Another strip, 
about a mile iind a half wide, started from a point a little 
west of the centre and extended west into tlie town of 
Bronson, The rest of the town was either timbered or 
burr-oak openings. The timbered openings lay nearest the 
water-courses, and in the eastern part, along the State road. 
The burr-oak opening on section 16 bus before iKxn men- 
tioned as Snow Prairie. Another, on section 31, is loyally 
known as Kane's Prairie. The best lands in the town are 
in the southwest part. The land along the course of Swan 
Creek was quite marshy, and was bordered witli tamarack. 
Back from this was a lijiht growth of black-oak timber. The 
surfaee of llie ground ia generally level or gently undulating, 
with a little land of a more rolhna; nature m the east centre 
of ihe town, along the St-ite roid The soil on the open- 
ings is a sandy or gravelly loim ind on (he timbered lands 
it id a rich black loam, often somewliit intermingled with 
clay. The subsoil is a heivy blue (,hy of a great depth. 
The soil is fertile, easily worked, and suited to the eultiva- 
lioii of general eropa. It is i|uite stony in some places, 
mo.sily on the limbered land. 

At the time of settlement the marsh lands eoiistitutcd 
about one-sixth of the area of the town, but by the clear- 
ing of land, the reniovaJ of obstmctions in the form of 
fallen and decayed timber, and tiie improved system of 
drainage, a large share of these have been reclaimed, or are 
now undergoing a process that wiH eventmilly fit them for 
cultivation. Though some parts of the town are still com- 
paratively new, Bethel is not j^reatly behind the other towns 
of the county in the value of its lands or the amount of crops 
annually produced. 

The principal stream is Swan Creek, which forms the 
outlet of Cary's Lake, the southern portion of which ex- 
tends a little into this town. The creek enters the town at 
the northeast corner of section 4, runs in a semicircular 
course, and, al^r a brief detour in Batavia, passes into 
Bronson half a mile south of the town line. Stony Creek 
is its principal tributary in this town. Prairie River crosses 
the southwest corner of the town, touching sections 30, 32, 
and 33. It is sometimes called Hog Creek, hut, we are led 
to think, incorrectly. A small part of Bingham Lake lies 
in section 25 in this town. There are three small lakes in 
ihe north part of the town, the lai^est being in section 4, 
and bearing the name of Smead's Lake. They are all about 
30 or 40 feet deep, and have a mucky bottom. The waters 
have lowered considerably since the lands of the vicinity 
have been bettor drained, and there is firm, tillable ground 
now on the very sites where the first settlers used to anchor 
their boats to fish. 

Of the causes which led to and the steps taken to bring 
about the organization of the town we are left in ignorance. 
The name " Elizabeth" was selected, and it is thought most 
probable that this name was selected by Moses Oimst^ad, 
and that the name was taken from that of the town of the 
same name in New Jersey. It was erected into a separate 
townithip under that name by the Legislature of 1836-37, 



and the first town-mooting was held in accordance with the 
provisions of the act. The following transcript of the 
records shows what transpired at that time ; 

FIRST TOWN-MEETINO. 

"At a meeting held at the home of Miieed OoiBlsad, being the first 
townahiii-mBoting fur the tuwnahip of Eliiabeth, for tho purpose of 
elocling offioers for the year 1837, Mondny, April S, ISSr : 

"Elijah ThoiniiB wnaeleoledModorator; Dfi'id M. Clni-lt and Siliia 
8. Green, Clel-liB ; Isuao Ireemnn, Dftvid Cuinminga, Asaiatant Judges. 

" The fullowing were elected by ballot to sarre as offiwra for the 
eaauing year: Elijah Thomas, Soporviaori Datid M. Clart, Town- 
fliip Clerk i Dasid M. Clark, Ebeneier Green, Daniel Sioead, Aaaea- 
aora; laaao Freeman, Moses Ointtead, Jr., L'lreston* Smead, Com- 
iniesionora of Highwnyj; Stephen MoMillan, David Cumminga, 
Elijah Thomas, David M, Cl.irk, JaaticoJ of the Peace; Morgan 
Sinend, David M, Clark, Elijah Thomas, Suhool Intpeolora; Mosea 
Omstead, Sr., Daniel Smend, O'ersoera of the Poor ; Philip Omsitnd, 
ConatabiB and Colloetor ; Morgan Johnalon, 0. Dickinaon, ConBtablea ; 
Sumuei llnndj, Stephen McMillan, James Thurelon, and Blijali 
Thomas, Mosea Omatead, Overseers of Illghwuys. 

,iJAi! Tno3T*s, S.'pl. 



On the 10th of April the justices met and citst lots to 
determine their respective terms of office. The result 
will be seen by relerring to the civil list published else- 
September 23 a caucus was held " at the house of the 
widow omstead, for the purpose of sending Two deli^ates 
to the convention at Taylor's tavern." Samuel Fowler 
was chairman, and Elijah Thomas secretary of tho meet- 
ing. Elijah Thomas and David M. Clark were the dele- 
gates selected. 

The following extract from the town records shows a 
rather curious way that people then had of surmounting 
difficulties met in the work of conducting elections. It 
reads: "Aug' Notify'' the Township for an election for 
a Keprescntativc to Congress, to be held at the widow 
omsteads. the Supervisor being sick, and not sufficient 
officers to form a board, ■wlierenj>on mid election loiie dis- 
conttnued." 

The town raised $75 by tax " to meet all Expences and 
charges against the Township" for the year 1837-38 ; and 
even this sum was found too lai^e to be all expended, for 
the bills audited amouted to but $50.37i. 

The first general election occurred on the 6th and 7th 
days of November, 1837. The polls were bold open for two 
days, — the first day at the widow Olmstead's house, and 
the second day at the house of David M. Clark. Ebenezer 
Green, Stephen McMillan, and David M. Clark were the 
inspectors of election, and Samuel Handy and Silas 8. 
Green were the clerks. Notwithstanding this formidable 
array of officials, and the length of time consumed, the vote 
polled was not csceedingly heavy. For the office of Gov- 
ern or,, Stevens T. Mason received 18 votes, and Charles C. 
Trowbridge received 11 votes. On the other officers voted 
for, the vote was about the same. 

The Legislature in 1838-39 changed the name of the 
town, and called it Bethel. The reasons for the change, as 
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well na the derivitioo of the new name are not known 


CI\II 


LIST 


thoui^h It IS said it was br u-ht about mainly through tho 


S PER 


Oli^ 


effoita and influence if Djvid M Clark 


IS? F jah TI n as 


186! ThonaaOoodrich. 


There were mary ipfhcations presented to (be town 


1833^1 Stephen MoM llan 




board for licenses to keep tavern by the aettlere lu differ 


1842-47 JercBi ah Holly 


I860 Da d Stephenson. 


ent localities durin., the four or five years fjllowing the 


1848-49 James Beo e 
1850 Jerem h Holly 


1366 Christopher 0. Babcook. 


erection of the town lu 1840 the board refusel to hcen^e 


ISjI S4 W 11 am Lamoroiins 


18 Natbonid Piatt 


Ben ni Burch and Perez A Tisdall 4] n! 23 1842 


1855 Charles W W eatherby 


1371 James Gal lap. 


thty heensed John Punter ar J Timothy \ an V itam 


1S5G 57 Roensll P Lnr bsc 


18 2 3 Nathaniel Piatt. 


burgh to keep public houses but madea jrovno that they 


1S53 N (i Ella 

J 5 111 H II mT AmnerniB 


187 R hardT. Martin. 


were not to soil ard nt spirrets This poli:,y d es not 


l<<6 KoBwe 1 I Larabee 


18 a Lumw J,ampu,an. 


h wevci seem to have leen in aecfrd with the wishes of 






the peiple or else their \iews met with a radical change 


T HB 


IFltKl 


f r at the h wn meeting held Apiil 5 1S4T a vote ww 


183 Da dM Clark 


1855 6 Wm.T.Ammerman. 


taken o i thi, iucstion with thi, iolbwmg resuh lor li<.f.n=!e 


183S I)av d Larmont 
18 g-40 John Prondfit 


18o3-'.9 Myron F. Giddinga. 
\*S» JameaGallap. 


61 vjtes against license 10 \ote8 


1841 Jerem ah Holly 


1861 Times 11. Rippey. 


The foIlowin„ table compiled from the census, returns of 


1«4''_44 John ProudHt 


1862-65 Myron F. tiidJings. 


13^*^ and 1874 t«nds to show the mtterul grjwth of the 


1845 Richard Saulsl ury 


lSb6 70 James Onllap. 


town during the first fmy years of ita eiistcnoo 


1840-47 Samuel keies 
1S48-49 WlUn Lamoreaui 


1871 lldw n 8. Wheeler. 
18-2 74 Jamea Gallap. 




ISIO RanTOm 1. mpton (rex 1) 


18 5 JB William G. Thurber. 


lipul t n 177 I iH« 


Nc-at stock lb7 1 4''4t 


AmasaW Miler(aptl) 


18 7 James Gallap. 


Wloat bu raael Ub 28 5s 


II ga 15 1 4 1 


I85I fharleBW Weatherby 


1873 W II an. G. Thurber. 




She^l 41 J 


Hi" 54 Pa e \ Or nton 




O^u I'ssin 19 


Mule' 






Bu«kwh«.t 10]}" ** 


Mlhro«e CSl 






Horeea 37 (>00 


lUrbo^en 4U 








18 9 Otslavf 


IRF R B ell P. Lnrabee. 




13411-41 bamuel Fowler 


If>ai Job Freeman. 


18 42-4 J Hilton Uecemer 


1862 John Webb. 


ized assessed i iluation of the real estate in Bethel is about 


tbii Nathan cl Woodard 


1861-64 J ilius L. Hart. 


$-00 000 and ihit the t til \m unt if tixes tor the jcir 


1845 &ter hen MeM lian 




1878 was «44 ^7 68 Of this amount 8J ^0b hi were raised 


1846 UcorgoOollap 


1366 Albe t Hart. 


for seh ol purposes and 89-4 06 for town p« poses in lu J 


181 49 T mothy Co b> 

1850 'il Par nen A tran nn 


1 67 L man W. Harris. 


in^ $154 6b for buildin^ dnins 


185. j5, Roswell P. Larabee. 


ISBD ro. George W. Jolea, Jr. 


In 1857 steps were taken towards building a town-bouse, 


1856. A. W. Plomley. 


1871-72. Juliua L. HarL 


and $200 were voted for that purpose. It was not com- 


1857. James tiallap. 


1873-74. Charles Allen. 


pleted till the fall of 1859, and was built by Leverett 


1358. John Carter. 


1875. Henry Fowler. 
1876-78. Edgar A. Miner. 


Keyes for the sum of $369.75. The site selected was on 




the Cranson road, eighty rods west of tho centre of the 


JdSTICES OF 


THE PEACE. 


town, and the building committee consisted of Calvin J. 


1S37. David M. Cliirk (4 yrj.J, 


1851. James Thompson. 


Dart, _ James Oailap, and Samuel Fowler, under whose 


David Cnmminga (S jrs.). 


1852. Elwood Bandull. 


supervision the building was planned and built. This 


Elijah Thomas (2 yra.). 


1353. Jeremiah Holly (f. I.). 


building is still used for town purposes, and ail of the 


Stephen McMillan (lyr.). 
1833. Silas S. Green (4 yrs.). 


1854. William Lamorcaux (v.).-|- 


elections are held there. 




A. C. Terry (v.).t 


At an early day the State opened a road from Marshall 


Ilcsekiuh Terry (1 jr.). 


OeorgeSmith(f. t,). 


to Fort Wayne, Ind., which passed through the southeastern 
part of this town, and furnished a highway along which the 


1839. John Proudfit. 
1849. Adam Thurston. 
1841. Thomas Judson (f. (.). 


Jamea Turnar (v.). 

1855. William Harknesa (f. t.). 

It. 0. Pickel (1. V.) 

0. F. Parker (s. r.). 


pioneers of that part of the town passed on their way to 


Jeremiah Holly (v.). 


their homes. 


1842. Willard Cranaon. 


1858. Choe. W. Weatherby. 


Along this road, in the town of Ovid, a settlement 


1843. Origin Bingham (f.t.). 


1857. George Smith. 


was made by the Bateses, Cards, and Lanpheres, which 


Silas S.Green (v.). 
1844. Roawoll P. Larabee (f. t.). 


1859. William llarkness (f. t.). 


received the name of " South America." This settlement 


John Proudiit (v.). 


has extended southward into this town, and the name 


1845. Jeremiah Holly. 


R.G. Pickel {v.). 


has followed it, until it is now commonly, though incor- 


1846, James Foster (f. t.). 


1860. David Stephenaon (t, t). 


rectly, applied to the eastern part of this town. 


Newman Canfield (v.). 
Joseph D. Field (y.).* 
She rod Moore (v.).» 


Silas H, Card (v.). 
1361. Nenman Canfield (f.t.). 


The following list shows the names of (be oflicers of the 


town from ita oi^anizalion to the present, and also the date 


1847. Pelcg Brownell. 


1862. William Lamoreaox (f.t.). 


of their election to the respective offices. It has been com- 


1348. Cbna.W. Weatherby (f.t.). 


Lorenzo C. Kurd (v.). 


piled with great care, and may be relied upon as correct in 


Dennis Horton (v.). 
1849. Jeremiah Holly. 


1883. Silas K. Card (f.t.). 


all particulars : 


1850. Oscar F. Parker. 


1864. Robert Stephenson. 


» iDcludtng ail other grains. 


• Special eleotio 


n, Oet. 4, 1848,'"^ | 


t Including mile 


co«-5 and oxen. 


t Special electio 


..!..., .mi^^OOQh 



ISfiS, Alvah A. Philbrick. 

NewnumCanfiBld(l.i 
Wm. T. AramBrronn (i 
'. Silaa K. Card (f. t.). 
Eli Bsldnin (r.)- 

1R0K CharlvaM Strong 

Ncwionn Cnnfietd (f < 
JnmpB (J(i.llitp (v ) 

ISrO JohnQ AduiDS 

837 Isaao Preoman 

Moses 01m''l«ad,Jr 
Lnnriston Smead 

8dS N P Filkine 

John Q RKhardsuii 
Origin Bingham 
ISifl N P.Fllkins 

Origin Bmshant 
bamuel Fnwlcr 



1840. I 



i] Fowlur. 



John G. RiL-hardaUD. 

Caleb S. Sati^a. 
I. Nathaniel Woodard. 

Jamee Bcnnie. 

Timothy Colhj. 
i. Matthew H. Binghnm. 

Nathaniel Woodard. 

James Bennio. 
I. Stephen McMillan. 

M. H. Bingham. 

Nathaniel Woodard. 
i. Willard Cranson. 

Moses Faine. 

M. H. Binghnm. 
1, Willard Cranaon. 

Nenmon CanSeld. 

Jamea Gallap. 
■. Charles Webb (3 jears 

Sherod Moore (2 yean 

Jamea Bennie (1 year) 
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'. Morgon Siuead. 

David M. Clark. 

Elijah Thomaa. 
;. Heiekiah Terry. 

Thomaa Judaon. 

David Larmont. 



sn 


William G. Thurber. 


872 


Silaa N. Card. 


873 


Newman Canfield. 


874 


Martin L. SwcoL 


87S 


William N. Carter {f. t.). 




Lueiua Williama (v.). 


678 


fellas N Card(f.t.). 




Fr.nk llofaeker (v.). 


S77 


KeorgB Fuller. 


878 


John E Sli-onE. 


"Z 


James B™nic(f.t.). 




John Dunlap (v.). 


852 


John Carter. 


853 


Jamea Gallap. 




John Freeman. 


815 


J R Brown. 


t>5b 


Jaino, Bonnie (f.t.). 




M 1 Bower (v.). 


Sj7 


Henr-i liowker (f. 1.). 



Geo 



,0 (v.). 



•ISS An 

Hal Corneliua Freeman (f.t.). 

Chorloa Gallap (v.). 

George Smith (f. L). 

John Webb (v.). 

Heman Harris (f. t.). 

Lucius Williams (v.). 
882. Aaa Craneon (f. t.}. 
Sfi2-6S. Major Tultlo. 

884. George W. Webb (f. t.). 
Hentj C. Fowler (v.). 

885. Parmenio A. Cranaon. 
808. David 8. Lockwood. 
S07. W. A. Chamberlain, 

Chae. F. Houseman (f. t.). 
George W. Webb (v.). 
sea. George M. White (f. t.). 
George W. Jolea, Jr. (v.), 

870. Perry H. Bower. 

871. George II. Halt (f. t.). 
Andrew Zuver (v.). 

873. JOBiah Walker. 

87i. Edward Odren. 
875. Oral Cram ton. 

-77. John Prtoinon. 
878. Benjamin Pond. 

]8.-i9. Alfred Luee. 
I. A. II. llaneliett. 

E. McMilLin. 

Job.1 Proudfit. 
18-tl. Jamea Bcnnie. 

Aahbel Thorp. 

rhomae Judson. 



H sesOlmateid Sr 
Daniol Smead 
J3.S8. Moses Olmatcad. 
Ebeneier Green. 
39. Levi Thompson. 
Mosea Olm stead. 

1840. Jamea ThuratOD Sr 
Samuel Fowler 

1841. James Thur-t u 
Joseph Ho^ie 

1S42. Jamea Thuratjn 
Daniel "smea I 

1843. MosesOlm'^leal 
0. S DiLkinson 

1844-45. Jieephllo^ie 
James ThuMton 



I. Stephen MeMill 





Uri.ih Mallory. 


SJO 


Stephen MeMillan. 




Jeremiah Holly. 




Ashbol Thorp. 


s« 


Thomas Judson. 




Ashbel Thorp. 




H. S. Dickinson. 


842 


Thomas Jadaon. 




G. R. Grant. 




Jeremiah Holly. 


843 


Jomes Bennic. 




Jeremiah Holly. 


841 


Jamea Bennie. 


844 


Jeremiah Holly. 


846 


Newman Canhcld. 


847 


Harlow Jnekaon. 


848 


David M. Clark. 


S4» 


John Dunlap. 


850 


Thomas J. Brownell 


851 


Nowmnn Canfield. 


853 


R. H. Drake. 


875 


7fl. EliasB. Oreon. 


877 


Orlando D. Cure. 



I. John Dunlap. 

Mortimer Horton. 
). Alvarns Derthick. 
i, R. G. Piokel. 
'-5S. James H. Rippey. 
t-5tf. William Harkneas. 
I. Jamea It. Bippey (resg'd). 

James Gallap (opp'td). 
I. William Harkneaa. 
!. Daniel Spring. 
1. Gideou D. liaggcrly. 
1. A. W. Plumley. 
i. Gideon D. Laggerlj. 
i. C. G. BabcoQk. 
■. W. A. Chauiberloin. 

Wm.T.Ammerman(app.). 
1. George Fuller. 
I. Perry H. Bower. 
I. George M. While. 
. William G. Thurber. 
;. William H. Page. 
I. George W. Webb. 
I. Wm. G. Thurber (f. t.). 

Hen " 



,r (v.). 



1878. Corles Pond. 



. Matthew II. Bingham. 



Philip Olmsteud, Morgan Johnston, 0. Dickinson, 1837 ; K. P. Filkins, 
Alford Bingham, Zehulon Durall, Samuel Handy, 1838; Ashbel 
Thorp, 1839, '50 ; Albert Glaaa, 1S3S ; Mallbew II. Bingham, 18.19, 
'41 ; Aaron C. Terry, 1839, '40; A. D. Bales, 1840, '42; Ebcnen 
Gifford, 1840; Seth Young, 1341, '42; Riehard S. Cook, 184 
'43, '45, ■48; Benoni Bnroh, 1841; Thomas Smith, 1842; V. 
Smith, Alvin Leech, Jainee Thompson, Hosea Har 
John Painter, J. J. Richardson, Hiram Tripp, 1844; Orrin B. 
Cummings, 1844, ■4r,- AlanBOn Gifford, Orlow Jacl 
Augustus Piiley, 1845-47; Jacob Gordinier, 1846, '63; Perry H. 
Bower, 1846-48; Parmenio A. Cranaon, 1847; Jacob Hoe, Eph- 
raim Paine, ISJ8; Nelson Richardson, 1848, '54; Henry C. Wil- 
,1849; CoUina Fenner, 1849, *fl5; Perry Larabee, 
F^bilmao, 1849-52; Stukely Hoxie, 1850; Edwi 
56,- Abram Gordinier, 1851, 'Bl, '62; Roswell P. Larabce, 
'55; J. G. Stone, 1853, '53, '56, '57, '58; James Gallap, 
1852; George Kennedy, Levi Thompson, 1853; Henry Smead, 
H. B. Avery, 1854, '57, '59, '60 ; K. Fowler, 
a Olmstead, 1855, '58; Sherod Moore, 1856; H. H. Smith, 
'58; Hiram Eggleslon, C. h. Bates, 
'59; Auatiu Larabee, 186it-61, '66, '( 
William A. Buffham, 1859, '63; S.D.Sowle, Hugh Martin, 1860; 
George Harris, S. S. Brocklebank, 1861; Daniel Tice, 1862; 
Gideon D. Baggerfy, 1862, '63; Rowland Martin, PerkinJ 
1883 ; John Brown, Millard Olmstead, David Dickinson, V 
Goodrieh, 1884; William Short, Julius L. Hart, 1885; Philo D. 
Smith, 1865, '77 ; Levi Gifford. Nioholaa Vinals^e, Andrew J, . 
Bair, 1866; John Q. Adams, Samuel Trayer, " " - - ' - 
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Webb, 1367; Edgar A. Miner, 1888-71, 75; DRnid C. Lardbee, 
1868, '69; Silaa N. Card, 1B63, '70; Hirnm A. Swan, 1888, '89; 
C.J. Bates, 1870, '73; Daniel C. Card, 1871, '72, '76, '77; Chtster 
S. CanBeld, 1871 ; Benjamin Sweet, Henry H. Troutwine, Win- 
field Honeywell, 1872; Tbooiaa Fuller, William A. Bower, 1873 ; 
CbaHes Jordan, John B. Allen, Adrun Bnrteeon, 1874; Henry S. 
Hart 18-4 '76-78; Asft Biiffham, Gilbert Roseboom, 1873; Mar- 
tin Lower Stopben McCurley, 1376; Jackson Chapin, 1877; 
llenrv briok, Renben Cole, Voltaire Rose, 1373. 

Ful many years the political complexion of the (own was 
geiierilly Democratic, but by a small majority. Ah before 
stjted tt the first general election the vote was 18 Demo- 
cratic and 11 Whig. Still closer was the vote in 1847, 
when It WJ1 33 Democratic, 32 Whig, and one vote was 
cast for another candidate. At the to wli- meetings the qucg. 
tion of political affinity was not regarded as of the utmost 
importance, and more regard was paid to the fitness and 
qualifications of the candidates. In the early part of the 
winter of 1854-55, a Know-Nothing society was organized 
under the leadership of Charles W, Weatherby and Ros- 
well P. Larabee. They fitted up a vacant house owned by 
Austin Larabee, on the farm now owned by Morrill Elliott, 
and held their meetings there. They steadily increased 
their tnerobership until they bad a majority of the voiers 
of the town in their ranks. Ou the Saturday night before 
the town-meeting they initiated no less than 75 new mem- 
bers. At that meeting a " slate" was made up, and on the 
day of town-meeting much merriment was created among 
the knowing ones by the appointing of a " committee to 
make nominations" according to the usual practice. But 
the strength of the Know-Nothings waned as rapidly as 
it had waxed, and from dissatisfaction and internal strife 
their organization was quickly broken up. Its brief exist- 
ence had, however, served to create a partial political chaos, 
from which the Republica-n party, when it came into exist- 
ence, like a magnet in a box of mixed iron-filings and sand, 
drew to itself the best and most valuable part. It soon 
gained the political control of the town, and held it — 
sometimes having a majority as high as K-SO— until the 
spring of 1878, when the National party, which had been 
ot^anized in a manner very similar to that of the Know- 
Nothings, carried the town by a majority of 73. At the 
fall election of 1878 they were again victorious, having a 
plurality of 16 votes, and a majority of 7. 

In the winter of 1857 a case of smallpox occurred in 
the southeastern part of the town, which created great con- 
etemalion among the authorities, who met in their capacity 
of a board of health, and took measures to prevent the 
spread of the disease. Highways were blockaded, a bos. 
pital established, travel over the blockaded roads or past 
the hospital forbidden to all who were not vested with a 
permit from the physician or the authorities, and a special 
constable was appointed to enforce the rules adopted by the 
board. The disease obstinately refused Ui spread, and in 
spite of all the formidable array but one arrest was made. 
This unlucky individual, who sufiered restraint of his lib- 
erty for one night, had not the feat of the smallpox or of 
the constable before his eyes, and attempted to walk past 
the house where the disease was located. Again, in 1871, 
the disease broke out in town, and proved more fatal, as 
three persons died from its ravages. 



The first school in Bethel was kept by Miss Abigail 
Perrine in the summer of 1837 and i subsequent one by 
David M. Clark, durin^ the wmter ol 18i7-38 in a log 
house that had formerly been u ed by the Youngs family 
as a residence. It stood on the eist bink of SU ny Creek. 
In tho following summer M rgan I Smead -ind Milton 
Beesmer built the first schoolhouse m the town, in the 
same locality. It was a log buildmg, and the bricks for 
tho chimney were brought from Barney Wing's brickyard, 
east of Cold water. 

The fii'st post-office in the town was established in May, 
1857, at the house of the postmaster, William T. Ammer- 
man. It was called Bethel, and was on a special mail-route 
from Coldwater to Flint, Ind. Mr. Ammerman's commis- 
sion was signed by Aaron B. Brown, who was postmaster- 
general under Buchanan. The postmasters who have suc- 
ceeded Mr. Ammerman have been Daniel K. Briggs, Ben- 
jamin Pond, Allen C. Townsend, and David F. Misenar, tho 
present incumbent. The mail-route was changed to a 
" regular" one in 1867. Another post-office was established 
at Bethel Centre in 1868, with L. B. Van Valkingburgh 
as postraaater. It was called Bethel Centre for a time, and 
then the name was changed to Snow Prairie. In 1870 this 
office wag discontinued. 

Among the earliest enterprises having for their object the 
material growth of the -town was one which was most pecu- 
liar in its inception and carrying out. It proposed to re- 
deem a quantity of waste, marshy land, and build thereon 
a populous and ihrtving city. To William Reynolds, of ihe 
Island, the credit of this scheme is due, and the steps taken 
to bring it about were also made by him. Becoming pos- 
sessed of a quantity of land near the place where Swan 
Creek crosses the Chicago road, be caused a fine map to be 
prepared, showing the streets, alloys, blocks, etc., of a laige 
towD, and arming him with this map, he dispatched an 
agent to the East to sell lots in the "city of Wheeling on 
the Swan River, a navigable stream," etc. Whatever else 
may he said of the place it is certain there could have been 
no misrepresentation as to the number of " water lots" the 
city contained. The agent was quite successful, and re- 
turned from the East with the price of many lots in his 
pocket. The sequel may be inferred from the following 
incident ; One day a nicely- dressed gentleman alighted from 
the stage-coach at the New York House, and quietly pur- 
sued his way along the turnpike on foot. At last be came 
to the place where Morgan L. Smead was engaged in tho 
work of breaking up a piece of land on the openings, and 
the stranger, accosting him, said, — 

" Can you tell me where the city of Wheeling is lo- 
cated?" 

" About a mile west, where the road cros.ses the creek, is 
the place where they have platted a village," replied Mr. 
Smead. 

" Are there n y d n the place ?" 

" No, sir ! n I 1 y h vc come very recently." 

The travele w ted 1 lo more, but, determined to 
know the full ten f h po r bargain, went on down the 
road. Not lo ^ I* ^"^ *''*^ ™^' ^^- Smead 

again. He paused and said, " Is it possibl^hat you have 
such barefaced, shameless awindletfl here, fc l^fehj^^ I f* 
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Mr. Smead replied, in Yankee fushion, with the i|uestion, 
" You don't see a great miny holdinj; the plow, do yoa ?" 
" No," was the reply ; " you are the first one I have 
saen." And then, as his thoughts turned to his disap- 
pointment and loss, he continued, " It is the most trans- 
parent swindle I ever heard of. City of Wheeling, indeed ! 
Why, it's nothinj!; but a tiiniarack swamp!" 

This closed the interview, and the would-be purchaser 
of city lots returned on his homeward way, a poorer and 
sadder, but evidently a wiser, man. 

In the matter of villages the town is very defieient, 
though in two localities small settlements have grown up. 
The settlement near the centre of the (own, called Bethel 
Centre, was first started by Timothy Colby, who settled 
there in 1844. He was the first settler on the Cranson 
road, between Milton Bcesmer's place ;ind tiie Cransons' 
place. 

The saw-mill, which was the first in the town, was built 
by Benjamin PettengiU about 1851-52. In 1862 it was 
burned, and in 1863 was rebuilt by Tliomas Goodrich. 
It is now owned by James Stevenson, About the same 
time that the mill was built, Hiram B. Avery opened a 
blacitsmith-shop there. A tavern was opened by Leonard 
Bowker in 1864, in the house he had purchased of Avery, 
and to which he built an addition. L. E. Van Vaiking- 
burgh started a store there in 1868. At present there are 
about eight dwellings, one tavern, one saw-mill, one black- 
smith-shop, one store, and & school-house in this settlement. 
Three-quarters of a mile north another steam saw-mill was 
built in the spring of 1856, by Calvin J. Dart and John 
Ayres. Dec. 24, 1856, on account of imperfect working 
of the safety-valve, the boiler exploded and seriously dam- 
aged the mil!. Of the persons about the mill, all five were 
injured to a greater or less extent. Mr. A. Dart received 
the most serious injury, his lej; being broken near the hip, 
and he being also badly scalded by the escaping steam. 
Adalbert Short had his wrist broken and skull fractured, 
Calvin J. Dart was blown about ten rods by the force of 
the explosion and injured about the head, and William 
Short and Lyman Hart were slightly injured. The mill 
was repaired and commenced running again in June, 1857. 
About 1867-68 the mill burned and was rebuilt by John 
Kent and Michael Hofaeker. It is now owned by W. H. H. 
Bates and C. S. H. Austin. 

There aretwoother steam saw-mills in this town. John 
C. Dubendorf has one on the State road, in section 13, 
which is also a shinglemill, and Arthur H. Sherman has 
one on section 35, which also manufactures fork-bandlea 
and lath. 

A small hamlet bos sprung ap on the State road, in sec- 
tion 25, which bears the name of Bethel, and contains 
half a dozen dwellings, a church, a school-house, and a 
harness-shop. The post-office Is located a quarter of a mile 
south. The first settler on the site of the settlement was 
Benjamin Rolf. 

The war record of Bethel is very similar to that of other 
towns. It held special meetings, voted bounties, and sent 
out over one hundred of ita citizens to fight under the starry 
banner of the Union. Roswell P. Larabee, George and 
Stephen Bates, Henry Wiser, Samuel Fowler, Martin F. 
37 



Bower, Charles Jordan, and no doubt others, whose names 
have not been given us, died noble martyrs in a noble cause. 
Their memories will ever bo cherished by their grateful 
fellow-citizens, and their achievements will ever adorn the 
pages of their country's history. 

" How sleep the brave, nho Bink lu rc)tt 
By all their Country's wifhfie blest ! 
When Spring, with dewy fiiigere colj, 
Returns to deob their Imllowed mould. 



The first church organized in the town was of the Free- 
will Baptist denomination, and is known as 

THE NORTH BETHEL FttEE-WILL UAPTIST CJIITKCH. 

It was oi^anized Aug. 28, 1853, with four members. 
Two others were baptized and added to the church the same 

The council which organized the church was composed 
of Revs. Daniel Durmond and Silas Hoadley. 0. B. Cum- 
mings was elected clerk. 

Among the earliest members were Orrin B, and Martha 
S. Cummingfi, James and Abigail Thurston, Arwin, Peieg 
C, and Mercy Bates, Alanson and Anna Harris, Hiram 
Olmatead, and Mrs. Mary Carraer. 

On the 10th of September James Thurston was elected 
deacon, and he and 0. B. Oummings were appointed as 
delegates to attend the Steuben quarterly meeting and re- 
quest membership in that body. The request was granted, 
and the church was connected with that meeting. Since 
that time changes have been made in the quarterly-meeting 
boundaries, and at present the church is connected with 
Branch quarterly meeting and St. Joseph Valley yearly 
meeting. 

Pelcg C. Bates was elected treasurer at a meeting held 
Nov. 5, 1853. 

The pastors of the church have been as follows : Reva, 
Silas Headley, Stephen Clark, Silas Headley, S. G. Cook, 
E. G. Rosencranz, William B. Chaple, A. B. Taylor, Calvin 
Cummings, R. Cooley, E. J. Keeville, and William Taylor, 
who is the present pastor. 

James Thurston, Arwin Bates, John Webb, Henry Sibley, 
L. A. Curmer, and 0. J. Bates have served as deacons, the 
three last named holding the position of assistants. 

The present membership is 20. 

The present officers are John Webb, Deacon and Clerk ; 
C. J. Bates, Assistant. 

The meetings have always been heid at what is known 
as the Butcher school -house. 

A Sunday-school was oi^anized about t*n years ago, of 
which Collins Fenner was the first superintendent. It has 
been kept up, down to the present time, and now numbers 
about 40 scholars. Its officers are L. A. Carmer, Superin- 
tendent; C. J. Bates, Secretary; and Charles Dewatter, Li- 
brarian. 

The Methodist Episcopal denomination first held meet~ 
ings in this town about 1854. A missionary by the name 
of Mosier preached a few times, and Charles Warburton, a 
local preacher, held services until the class waa formed, in 
th. M of 1857, b, E.V. Jota <3f^^a by LlOOt^ IC 
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It was oi^anized in November i d look 1 



THE SNOW PRAIBIB 



EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 



The first class numbered fi\e i embers Their names 
were, Mr. and Mrs. Charles W bu t M and Mra. 
Jobn Dingraan, and Mrs. Will am L oreaux The first 
named was the ckss-leader and steward 

AnioDg tbe most prominent of tbe early members were 
Charles Warburton and wife, Father Wallace, Charles Brook 
and wife, Stephen Brook and wife, Frederick Brook and wife, 
Charles Brook, Jr., and wife, Charles Allen and wife, S. N. 
Card, Mrs. Ira GifforJ, Mrs. William Bradwaj, Mrs. Polly 
Larabee,M. M. Olmstead and wife, Thos. Wilson and wife, 
Lucius Williams and wife, and Owen Falraatier and wife. 

Although 80 small at the bof^inning, tbe class soon grew 
to a respectable size. Under the preaching of Rev. Albert 
Torrey, io 18i>2, tliere was a spirited revival, which brought 
30 converts into tbe fold of the church, and this was fol- 
lowed by another, under Rev. William Doust, which in- 
creased the membership to about 60, the highest point it 
has ever reached. At present (1879) tbe number of mem- 
bei-s is about 20. 

In 1863 the church was incorporated, a chilrch site con- 
tainini; about one-eighth of an acre, on tiie southwest corner 
of the four corners on section 16, was donated by Major 
Tuttle, and a church, c p ble of ffo d ng comfortable sit- 
tings for from 250 to 30 pe-si was erected, at a cost of 
about $1700. Itwasded ed h fii!, and the sermon 
on that occasion was p ea 1 d by he p esiding cider, Rev. 
Mr. Jacokes. 

The first and present u ees t re, and are, as follows : 

First Jhiislees.—John Reynolds, Lucius Williams, John 
Bassett, Chas. Brook, Charles Warburton, Nicholas U. Ellis, 
Ebcnezer McMillan, Collins Fenner, Moses M. Olmstead. 

J'reseat Trustees. — Collins Fenner, Charles Brook, Jr., 
Stephen Brook, Frederick Brook, Charles Allen, Henry 
Fowler, Thomas Wilson, M, M. Olmstead. 

Stephen Brook is the present class-leader, and Fi'ederick 
Brook the steward. 

The pastors have been, in the regular order of their serv- 
ice, Revs. John Clubine, W. M. Copelin, E. C. Chambers, 

George D. Lee, Albert Torrey, William Doust, Steele, 

W. J. Swifl, J. Hojt, I. Bennett, B. W, Smith, J. E. 
White, J. W. White, John Clubine, George W. Hoag, and 
J. W. White, the present pastor. 

This was formerly an appointment on the Burr Oak 
circuit, but is now on the Gilead circuit. 

In 1857 the denomination known as United Brethren 
began to operate in this field. Rev, J. N. Martin preached 
once or twice in the early part of the year, and in Decem- 
ber Rev. Richard T. Martin began a protracted meeting 
that lasted three weeks, and resulted in the conversion of a 
number of peraons. These meetings were held at what 
was known as the Block School-house, and at first met with 
a deep spirit of opposition from the ungodly and irreverent 
portion of the community. As a result of the revival tbe 

BETHEL CHURCH OF THE UMTED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 

was ot^nized in January, 1858, by Bev. R. T. Martin, 
with 46 members. Among the most prominent of these I 



were George Misanar and wife, Andrew Zuver and wife, 
Geoige ZuU and wife, George F. Witter and wife, Hiram 
Lake, Mrs. Heman Lake, Mrs. Mary Smith, Elizabeth 
Palmer, and Richard T. Martin and wife. 

George Misenar was chosen class-leader, and Andrew 
Zuver steward. 

For a space of ten years the meetings continued to be 
held at llie school-house, and the membership increased. 
It then began to be felt that a house of worship was needed, 
and steps were taken looking toward the accomplishment of 
that object. The society was incorporated by the election 
of James Foglesang, Edward Jones, and George F. Witter 
as trustees ; a site was procured of Alexander Olmstead, 
containing half an acre of ground, for which $50 were 
paid, and work begun on the church in 1867. This edifice, 
which is 34 by 46 feet in size, and affords sittings for 
about 300 people, cost about $1800, and was not completed 
till the summer of 1868. It was dedicated on the 1st day 
of August by Bishop Weaver, of Dayton, 0. His text 
was the twelfth vei'se of the thirteenth chapter of the First 
Epistle to the Corinthians : " For now we see through a 
glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; 
but then shall I know even as also I am known." A bal- 
ance of debt incurred in building, which amounted to 
about 8700, was lii^uidated by subscriptions taken at this 
meeting. The church is located at Bethel, on the Slate 
road, in section 25. Soon after the completion of the 
building a bell was procured and placed in the belfry. 

The membership at one time rose to over 100, and at 
present is about 40. There were revivals under the preach- 
ing of Revs. C. Crossland, D. Bender, B. T. Martin, J. 
Waldorf, Andrew Zuver, and J. N. Martin. 

The church is an appointment on the Branch Circuit, 
and belongs to the North Ohio Annua! Conference. 

The names of the pastors of this chureh from its organ- 
ization to the present time are Revs. Richard T. Martin, 
Andrew Zuver, J. W. Martin, ■ — — Barnard, Richard T. 
Martin, Andrew Milkr, Joseph Brown, C. Crossland, D. 
Bender, Joseph Waldorf, J. Johnston, S. W. Redman, J. 

Johnston, Richard T Martin, McLouth, G. W. Hill, 

J. P Kester, and J Waldorf. 

The present ofiieeis are Henry Frick, Class-Leader; John 
C. Dubendoif, Steward ; L. W. Cure, John C. Dubendorf, 
Geoq-e Zull, Thomas Clay, B. T. Martin, Trustees. 

A Sab bath, school was organized in the spring of 1858, 
which has kept up its oi^anization until the present time. 
During the winter season its meetings have generally been 
suspended for a time. 

The first superintendent was George Misenar and the 
present one is Rev. R. T. Martin. 

In December, l877, the late pastor. Rev. G. W. Hill, 
withdrew from the church, and was eventually followed 
by about 20 of the members. The reason of this was that 
he held views and advanced ideas that did not accord with 
the established usages and doctrines of the denomination. 
He was subsequently tried for these offenses by the North 
Ohio Annual Conference at its meeting held at Poplar 
Grove, Fulton Co., Ohio, and the charges being sustMned, 
his name was erased from the conference-roll for nop- 
couformity. i loR-od by V^jOOQLC 
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A class of (he denomination known as the 

EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION 

was oi^anizetl at Bethc! a year or two ago, and held r^ular 
fortnightly meetings at the school-house there. Their pas- 
tor is Rev. Mr. White, who resides at Fremont, Ind. Their 
class-leader ia Josiah Snyder, and John Kanouse is the 
steward. 

THE SOUTH BETHEL FREE-WILL B.4PTIST CHURCH 

was formed at the sehool-house in District No. 6, by Res. 
Silas Headley, in May, IStiO, with 9 members. It grew 
out of a protracted meeting he had commenced in March 
previous. 

Tiie first officers were Austin Larabee, Deacon ; William 
T. Amraerman, Clerk and Treasurer. 

Rev. Silas Headley was the first pastor, and continued 
to supply the pulpit throughout the existence of the church 
which was disbanded in l&U. 

THE PREE-WILL BAPTIST CHUKCS OF SNOW PRAIRIE 

was organized in January, 1871, by Rev. A. B. Tajlor 
with about 30 members. He had been holding a suies 
of meetings for some six weeks, which had been very ant 
cossfiil. Ausel Norton and Austin Larabee were chosi,n 
deacons and Nicholas Yanalstine clerk. 

Tlic services hare been held regularly once in two weeks 



at the Methodist church. At present the membership is 
reduced to 10. 

The pastors have been R«v8. A. B. Taylor, Henry Cod- 
dington, Calvin Cunimings, R. Cooley, E. J. Keeville, and 
William Taylor, the present incumbent. 

The deacons have not been changed, but Hiram Swan ia 
the present clerk. 

The Sabbath-school at Snow Prairie is a union school, 
and was organized in April, 1852, by Deacon Upson, of 
Coldwater. Newman Canflcld was the first superintendent, 
and Frederick Brook has held that position for several yeara. 
It now numbers about 40 scholars. 

The burjing-ground on the State road, in section 24, is 
the principal as well as the oldest one in the town. It was 
formerly a part of the farm taken up by Otia Davis, in 
1836, and was given by him for a public burial-ground, if 
the citizens would clear and. fence it. This they did, but 
the woik was nut completed and the deed given until 1853, 
whtn Richaid Salabury, who then owned the land, deeded 
it to S K Burleson Levi Thompson, and Charles B. Lake, 
who were appointed to receive it. The present oflicers who 
have char^o of it ure Gurdon Patch, President; Wm. T. 
Ammennan Sutrelary ; Daniel Dubendorf, Treasurer. The 
first burial wi*. that of Heman Lake, who died Aug. 24, 
18^9 

With this we close our sketch of Bethel's history, happy 
if it shall reeeive the approval of its readers. 



KINDEEHOOK 



The township of Kinderhook is what ia known as a 
fraotional township, comprising but twenty-four sections, 
and lying on the southern border of the county on the In- 
diana line. It ia known as township S south, range 6 west, 
and was originally a part of Ovid, but the residents of the 
township being ambitious to fonn an individual organiza- 
tion, the portion now embraced in Kinderhook was set apart 
as a distinct township, with a separate civil government, in 
1842. There are various speculations as to the origin of 
the name. The correct facts having been given by one of 
the older residents, who held official position at the time, 
can bo vouched for. The Van Buren presidential cam- 
paign was then at its height. A bill was presented to 
the Legislature praying that the portion of Ovid township 
set apart as a new township be granted a name. Several 
names, some of them more or less absurd, were proposed 
and voted upon, when one of the members facetiously sug- 
gested Kinderhook, the birthplace of Martin Van Buren, 
as not only appropriate, but as a happy compromise. View- 
ing the matter in a humorous light, the name was voted 
upon and unanimously adopted, and has since been borne 
by the township, though the result of the merest accident. 
The impression, which haa obtained some d^ree of popu- 
larity, that it was called by some of the early 



after their native village in New York State is, therefore, 



The following land was originally entered from the 
government, and Is embraced in the present township ; 



ahun Bnbcr, 80 aorca, JqI; 19, 1S36. 
shuQ, Baker, 80 iicrea, Julj 19, 1836. 
ahUH Baker, SO ocrsB, July 19, 1836. 
ma II. White, 158.S,1 acres, July 19, 1836. 
iiiry C. Lewie, iO acres, Dec. 13, 1853. 
illiiim B. Whitehead, 80 acrES, March 30, IS 
LampaOD, 81.55 aores, April 21, 1836. 
Lampson, 80 acrea, April 21, 1836.. i 
Lam)iaen, 80.65 acres, July 16, 1836. 
as Cram, 16,81 acres, June 16, 1837, 
lyid Tift, 80 aorea, Aug. 24, 1835. 
orga Tripp, 69.65 acres, Dec 7, 1835. 
lorgo Tripp, 80 acres, Dec. 7, 1835. 
laz Larapson, 01,47 acfea, April 21, 1836. 
.us Lnupson, 80 aoreg, April 21, 1S36. 
Bhua Baker, 30 aeres, Not. 17, 1836. 
lorgB Tripp, 69.70 aorea, Jan. 17, 1838. 
riLO] Canwright, 80 acres, June 5, 1B35. 
as Lampson, 30 acres, June IS, 1835. 
ithau Louk, 80 acres, Sept. 5, 1835. 
orge Matthews, S9.61 acres, Nov. S, 183S. 
■urge Matthews, 40 acres, Nov. 5, 1835. 
as A. Holbruok, 80 acres, March 28, 1836. 



Google 



HISTOKY OF BRANCH COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 



Joshua Bakor, iO aerei 


July 19, 1836. 


Joshua Bakflr, 80 acres 


Nov. 17, 18Sn. 


Gewge Torrj, 40 acres 


Feb. 1, im. 


William Chaw, 40 acre 


, Nov. 21, 1845. 


Alma H. White, 40 nor 


a, July 19, 1830. 


Aaron Baglpy, 40 aore 


, Sept. 18, 1837. 


John Grooves, 40 aire 


March 9, 1846. 


William Chase, 40 aor 


B, Aug. 20, 1S46. 


John K. Chnso, 67.72 a 


ores, Feb. 4, 1S4S. 


A. C. Hough, 4f> acres, 


Feb. 4, 1848, 


Ferdinand Lewis, 40 n< 


res, Aug. 21, 1848. 


Hiram Eddy, 80 aorcj. 


Aug. 13, 194M. 


Bi-Dry C. Lenis, 80 aor 


es. Dec. 16, 1853. 


William Chase, 4B ocr< 


s, Sept. 13, 1853. 


Henrj C. Lewis, 40 ivcr 


•a, I>ee. 16, 1853. 


Uora™ Whita, 80 sorts 


April 20, 1836. 


Uorace White, SO acres 


April 20, 1836. 


Alma H. White, 80 aer 


s, July IB, 1836. 


Wiley K. Peiroe, SO aor 


Bs, March 17, 183T- 


Harvey G. Fos, 40 aon 


a, A«g. 23, IS44. 


Heary Lootwood, 40 acres, April 15. 1863. 


William P. Morey, 40 acres, Jnno 20, I3&3, 


Jacob Upp, 38.64 acres 


Oct. 13, 1S5S. 


Eli Foglesang, TS.tfl »e 


es,Ocl. 17, 1S6.1. 


Clinton B. Fiah, 40 acres, Oct. 21, 1853. 


C. C. Coal, 80 n«-es, Ja 


. 1, 1836. 


C, C. Cox, 80 8or«, Ja 


. 1, 1836. 


Nelson L. Bowen, 80 ao 


rea, Majch 10,1836. 


John Lane, 75.37 nores 


Jane 7, 1837. 


John Boyd, li.bb acrea 


Oct. 24, 1846. 


LoreoM D. Crippin, 40 


acres, Oct. 24, 1860. 




, March 15, 1853. 


Clinton B. Fiek, 40 acr 


B, April 2, 1853. 


James Fergnson, 40 aor 


es, June 20, 1853. 


Bamael A. Whitoomb, 4 


Oncrea, Oct. 16, 1853. 


ClintonB. Fisk, 40acr 


8,Oot. 21, 1853. 


Howard Bradley, 58.34 


acres, Jan. 21,1636. 


Joshua Baker, 54.23 ao 


res, July 19, 18.^6. 


Joshua Baker, 94.59 aores, July IS, 1836. 


Alma H. White, 128.60 


acres, July 19, 1836. 


J. W. Curtis and De G 


asse Thornton, 40 aon 


Henry C. Le«is, 37.89 


ucrcE, Doc. 10, 1853. 


Joshna Baker, — acres 


June 5, 18.15. 


A. B. Williams, 80 acres, Jane 5, 1S35. 


A. B. Williams, 40 acre 


, JnneS, 18S5. 


Boai Lampaon, 109.65 acres, June IS, 183S. 



s, Jan. li,lS53. 



Boai Lampson, 80 acres, Deo. 7, 1835. 
Sheldon Williams, 40 aores, Dec. 22, IS35. 
Howard Bradley, SO acres, Jan. I, 18-30. 
Rachel Williams, 40 acres, July 26, 1836. 
John WaterhousB, 40 acres, Hov. 17, 1836. 
Joshua Baker, 80 acres, June 5, 1835. 
Joseph Hawks, 151.54 acres. July 21, 1835. 
Oliier Johnson, 156.22 acres, Sept. 17, 1835. 
George Tift, 80 acres, Oct. fi, 1836. 
Wm. Martin, 80 acres, April 20, 1838. 



Asa Pai 



sh, 30 a< 



!, 183 



es, Nov 
res, Aug. 24, 1835. 
OS, Aug. 24, 1335. 
^, Aug. 24, IS36. 



es, Nov 



, 1835. 



Thomas Ilnrborson. 160 acres, March 17, 13S 
Lothrop G. Fish, 40 acres, March 23, [8.^6. 
Oliver M. Ross, 30 acres, April 20, 1S36. 
Joshua Baker, SO aorea, July 10, 1836. 
m. Wlthington, 40 acres, Nov. 18, 1836. 



Dwight Q 

Dwight Gilnore, 40 a> 

F.T.Eildy, 40 acres. 



■es. May 4, 1837. 
es, Dec. 21, 1849. 



Roger W. Holton, 80 acres, Feb. 25, 1836. 
John Voohres, 80 aerea, March 17. 1836. 
Abram Andrews, 80 acres, March 17, 1336. 
Lothrop U. Fish, 90 acres, March 23, 1836. 
IVilliam Martin, 80 acres, July IB, IS:i6. 
Joshua Baker, 80 acres, July 19, 1836, 
John Walter, 40 aorea, Nov. 24, 1852. 
Oliver Johnson, 20.75 tt«res, Sept. 17, 1835. 
Jotbuu Baker, 160 acres, July 13, 1836. 
Abram Andrews, 154.31 iwres, Mardi 17, 1836. 
Joshua Baker, 88.42 acres, July 19, 1S36. 
Wra. Gardineer, 40 acres, Oct. 20, 1843. 
Iniittc Ealow, 46 acres, Feb. 17, 1847. 
Charles M.Cooper, 40 acres, July 15, 1835. 
Charles M, Cooper, 46,42 aeres, July 15, 1835. 
Clark C. Baker, 40 acres, Deo. 22, 1335. 
L. D. Crippin, 74.42 acres, July IS, 1836. 
Oliver Burdict, Jr., 42.23 acres, No». 1, 1853. 
Oliver D. Corbin, 57.75 acres, Nov. 1, 1853. 
Hiram B. Alden, 111.46 aores. Dec. 15, 1853. 
Oliver Bunlick, Jr., 29 acres, Feb. 24, 1854. 
John Waterhouse, 135.58 aeres, Aug. S, 1837. 
John Walflrbousc, 80 acres, Nov. 14, 1845. 
A. G. Gray, 40 aores, Maroh 6, 1352. 
Asa WuterbouBi^, 40 acres, Feb. 14, 1853. 



a Wat. 



ise, 40 ax 



A. C 


Burdioh, 40 aores, June 2, 1863. 


A. Flint, 40 


Kres, Sept. 10, 1853, 


Wm 


Low, 4 


aeres, N 


V. 2, 1853. 


Oliv 


r Burdi 


k, 40 acr 


B, Nov. 2, IR63. 


J. R 


Graves 




Feb. 9, 1854. 


Oliv 


r BurJi 


k,Jr„40 


aeres, March 16,1854. 


J.R 


Groves 


40 acres. 


April 15, 1354. 


Will 


sM. Bo 




res, Dec. 22, 1835. 


Him 


mBake 


80 ai'res 


Dec. 22, 1835. 


Jaoo 


Peer, 


21.22 acr 


s, Dec. 22, 1335. 


Wlltia M. Bowen, 40.80 acres, March 10, IS36 


Will 


M. Bo 


*en, 42,1 


acres, Maroh 10, 1836 


Will 


M. Bo 


»en, 78.7 


acres. May 4, 1336. 


Wm, 


Ingalls, 


75.13 aer 


s, July 13, 1838. 


Jesse 


Smith, 


03.54 ac 


es, Feb. 2.3, 1836. 


Beuj 


Tucker 


160 acre 


, May 26, 1836. 


Ashe 


Moon, 


61.40 acr 


s, July 19, 1836. 


Harv 


ey G. F 


X, 73.32 


acres, Aug. 23, 1844. 


John 


DePue 


79,74 a« 


es, Jan. 2.1, 1836, 


Ashe 


Moon, 


171.60 aa 


cs, July 19, 1836, 


Ashe 


Moon, 


86.79 aor 


s, July 19, 1836. 


Denn 


s De Pue, 85.86 acres, Nov. 3, 1835. 


Ashe 


Moon, 


125.68 ao 


ros,July19, 1836. 


Ashe 


Moon, 


85.90 acr 


s. July 19, 1836. 


Wra. 


Bancroft, 53,70 aores, Sept. 13, 1835. 


Denn 


B DeP 


ae, 99.11 


wres, Nov. 3, 1835. 


ILD 


Maaon 


57.20 ao 


es, Nov. 21, 1836. 


L. D 


A P. H 


Crippin 


328.54 acres, July 19, 


Josh 


a Bake 




ores, July 19, 1836. 


Ellery Palteraon, 90.95 


acres, Sept. 16, 1841. 


Roge 


W. Holl..n, 80 a. 


res, Feb. 25,1836. 


joah 


a Bake 


8«.32acres, July 19, 1836. 


Jame 


0. Ma 


on, 88.01 


acres, Nov. 19, 1846. 


James 0. Mason, 40 ao 


es. Fob. 9, 1847. 


John 


Walter, 


40 aores. 


June 17, 1853. 



It 19 our purpose to give the record of township officers 
ou!y sinee the orgaoization of Kinderliook, though in 
tracing tlie first settlement and following the course of 
emigration it will be necessary to recall an ea.r]ier dute, 
when its neighbor, Ovid, claimed the tcrritorj it now 
covers. The oldest living resident of the township is 
George Tripp, wbo may be regarded, if not absolutely the 
first settler, as among the first wbo came and made a per- 
njonont location here. He left bis home in Otsego Co,, N. Y.. 
in 1&35 and located in Branch Countj, | 
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acrus on sections 'i and 4 in the present township, and at 
that time a part of Coldwater In 1837 Ovid waa set apart 
fiuh I h dl Kdhk d 
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a home embracing all the comforts ab&olntely necessary to 
their primitive life. The wolves at tbia time could be dis- 
tinclly beard at night, and deer and wild turkey were so 
abundant as to bave lost all sense of fear, and were fre- 
quently Been feeding with the cattle. Mr. Tripp was soon 
followed by his brother David, who, in 18i(l>, located on the 
north -central portion of section 4, where he died after a 
useful life, during which time he filled many offices of trust 
in the township. His son, Lester Tripp, who cauic with 
his father in 1836, now resides on the old homestead. 

Three families had already located here when Mr. Tripp 
aiTived, — Joshua Baker, Sheldon Williams, and Boaa 
Lampson ; the latter having located on section 9, and until 
his death filled many responsible offices in connection with 
the township. His widow subsequently located on land 
erabraced in section 3, and at present owned by Henry 
Knausa and Charles D. Brown. In 1836, John Water- 
houae came from Pulton, Oswego Co., N. Y., and purchased 
the land surrounding the present Kinderhook post-office. 
The presence of Mr. Waterhouse and his family formed the 
nucleus around which a little settlement grew, and derived 
additional importance from the fact that a post-office was 
established, a school-house built, and much business actively 
introduced into the hamlet, As a matter of deference to 
ila founder, it was by common consent known as Waterhouse 
Corners. It is now known as 

KINDERHOOK POST-OFFICE, 

and boasts two churches, a Baptist and Methodist Episco- 
pal, each of which has a parsonage with the pastor residing 
in it ; a school-house, with Mr. Langworthy as the teacher 
in charge of the school ; one physician, Dr. B. D. Jocelyn, 
who is in active practice, and another. Dr. David Fox, who 
has given up the busy cases of tlie profession for a business 
life ; one store, kept by Osborn & Jones, Mr. Osborn being 
also the courteous postmaster; one blacksmith-shop, kept 
by John D. Cornell; one wagonmaker; one shoemaker, 
David Patterson ; and a machine-shop and cider-mill. 

BAPTIST CHURCH. 

The first organization of a Baptist Church in Kinderhook 
occurred in 1837, and embraced 12 members, with the Rev. 
Freeman Burroughs acting as pastor. He was succeeded 
by Rev. E. K. Spear. When the township was divided 



the church was transferred to North Ovid, and the town- 
ship was without a Baptist Church until the present regular 
B p is f h ch of Kinderhook was organized, Oct. 25, 
5 n constituent members were Hiram McNail, 

J h Polly Stokes, Charles R. Levering, and Betsey 

L The first pastor was Elder George Terry, who 

m ed the chaise until 1860, when he waa followed 

by Eld N ■dham, who remained but one year, and was 
d d by Elder H. C. Schofield, who continued aa pas- 
1 , and his successor, Elder Benjamin McLouth, 
ffi d i 18C7. Elder W. N. Welker came after him 
d d two years, and was succeeded by Elder H. 

K ? p in October of that year, who labored in the 
fi Id 1 Aug. 19, 1871, when Elder O. D. Taylor was 
I d astor, Jan. 6, 1872, and remained until Jan. 

18 C 1 the 29th of March, 1873, Elder Nathan 

Wnght succeeded, and filled the pulpit for one year. After 
him came Elder A. VJi^il in May of 1875, who resigned 
Aug. 29, 1876. Rev. J. C. Lemon was called as pastor, 
Jan. 13, 1878, for one year. The present incumbent is 
Kev. A. W. Gower, who was settled Feb. 23, 1879. The 
first meeting tor the election of a board of trustees waa 
held Dec. 23, 1867, and the following officers choaen: 
Daniel Hoyt, Alfred Cheney, Hiram McNall, William 
Chase, George Tripp, and E. J. Welker. 

METHODIST CHURCH. 

Wo legret ( h obh..,ed to omit the history of the Meth- 
odist (.huich of Kmderhook other than the few meagre 
facts It command An eifnrt was made to obtain a history 
of the ort,nnizition from seme older church members and 
from the pastor without success In the winter of 183()— 
37, Israel Millard an oshorter connected with what was 
known as the CoHwater Circuit, formed the first class of 
the Methodist Church in Kinderhook. Preaching was 
supplied by the Coldwater Circuit for a period of eight 
years until Nov. 15, 1845, when the Gilead Circuit was 
set apart and organized, and the class of Kinderhook in- 
cluded in this circuit. Rev. George Smith being presiding 
elder at the time, and Rev, Peter Sabin, circuit preacher. 
The class has from that time continued to increase in num- 
bers and influence until a flourishing church oi^anization 
is the result. The present pastor is Rev. Mr. George. 

John Waterhouse died in 1867; but his son, John 
Waterhouse, Jr., survives, and still resides at what was 
known as the Comers. Though a gentleman of advanced 
years, he retains a vivid recollection of pioneer days and 
Ilia early experiences. He has been active during his long 
life in promoting enterprises for the growth of the town- 
ship, and has occupied many official positions, having been 
postmaster for nearly thirty years. 

The year 1836 is memorable not only for the advent of 
many families who became permanent settlers, and largely 
identified with the interests of the township, but for the 
erection of the first school-house. This building, though 
erected bj public enterprise, was no departure from the 
prevailing style of architecture of those primitive times, 
but was built ol logs, and its inmates were subjected to all 
the discomforts incident to so rude and unfinished a struc- 
ture. We are, however, informed that tb4 puviW^&ml^ 
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number — made rapid progress under tiie direction of the 
pbueer pedagogue, one S»Qiuel Arnold, who was the first 
instructor in the vicinity. Thia rude school building, which 
stood near the place dow occupied by the Baptist Church, 
later gave place to one of more considerable proportions. 
The first, religious meeting was held April 18 of the same 
year at the house of Joshua Baker, the officiating clergy- 
man being Israel Willard, a Methodist eshorter. Services 
at this early period were held at the homes of the settlers, 
there being no houses of worship at that early day. 

The writer has made considerable effort to aseertain 
the first death in the township, and has received from 
different sources, facts which conflict. From one source we 
learn that the death of Miss Ann Lock was the first that 
occurred. She was a young lady of seventeen years, and 
redded with her family on a farm located on section 4. 
From another source we learn that the first death was that 
of a child of Ijueas Withington ; and one informant brings 
several eircumatanccs to corroborate the statement, men- 
tioning among other facts that the family resided in a log 
house on the farm now occupied by Amos Flint, and that 
ut this funeral were present sixteen os-teams and one team 
of horses owned by John Waterhouse, and which were 
regarded not only as a novelty but a positive luxury in 
those days. Notwithstanding the detailed statement of 
our latter informant, we are inclined to the belief that there 
is an error with regard to time and not to facts, and that 
the first statement may be regarded as correct. 

The first marriage service was performed by Goorgj Tripp, 
JEaq.,then justice of the peace, in June, 1837. The parties 
made happy on this occasion were Mr. David Sines and 
Miss Craft. We are not informed by the justice what fee 
he received, but it was doubtless in keeping with his pioneer 
surroundings. 

Joseph 8. Hawks came from Otsego Co., N. Y., in 1836, 
and located one mile from the corners, and nearly at the 
geographical centre of the township. His farm was bor- 
dered by Silver Lake. Mr. Hawks, after a long and useful 
life, during which time he filled a considerable position in 
the township history, died in the fall of 1868. His widow 
still survives him and resides near the post-office, and her 
recollections of pioneer life are very interesting. When she 
arrived in the county, her husband and herself, accompanied 
by a young lady, rode from Toledo on a wagon laden with 
goods which wero designed as a part of their housekeeping 
equipment. Their path, if not rough and thorny, proved 
at least a very muddy one, for during the progress of the 
journey the wagon lipped over, and this episode has aiForded 
Mrs. Hawks to this day a very lively recollection of the 
quality of the Michigan soil. At one time the water across 
the road was so deep that Mr. Hawks was obliged to ford 
the place with Mrs. Hawks under his arm. With the busy 
cares attending the first settlement these inconveniences 
were soon forgotten, and are only now recollected as among 
the novel experiences of pioneer life, and related for the 
diversion of inquiring friends. Mr. Hawks with his family 
returned to the East after a four years' residence in Kinder- 
hook, or Ovid as it was then called, and after remaining ten 
years moved again to his Western possessions. With all the 
deprivations incident to their first settlement, the family 



I from Livingston 
n the northeast portion 
; the first pio- 



were not only again attracted to Michigan, but found the 
charms of a Western life superior to the comforts they had 
left behind. 

Among the names that figure conspicuously in the town- 
ship records, the bearers of which may be regarded as among 
the oldest residents, is that of Silas Bret, who came to the 
township before it was set apart from Ovid, and located 
upon section 24. He later purchased and now resides on 
section 14. Mr. Eret, by perseverance and industry, has 
gained a competence, and has followed farming pursuits 
during his Ufetirae, having been actively engaged in thresh- 
ing in early days. Mr. Eret has vivid recollections of the 
deprivations endured by the pioneers, and regards the diet 
of those days as more frugal than li 
not so abundant as was desirable. 

A. W. Case, who died in 1877, « 
Co., N. Y., very early, and located o 
of section ii, and may be regarded 8 
neers of the township. William Chase came from G 
Co., N. Y., and located in the north-central portion of the 
county, on section 4. Having been a pioneer in New York 
State, he was inured to the hardships involved in the first 
settlement of a new country. Ho was by trade a carpenter 
and joiner, and though following agricultural pursuits dur- 
ing bis lifetime, never relinquished his trade. He is the 
architect of both the Methodist and Baptist churches, and 
turned his skill to good account in many other instances. 
Besides many minor offices in the township, Mr. Chase, in 
1860, represented his district in the State Legislature. His 
memory is well stored with interesting facts gathered from 
an experience of nearly forty years. A life of industry 
has gained for him an abundance to which he was a stranger 
in early days. 

John V. Chase and family came from Genesee Co., 
N. Y., in 1848, and they have since that time lived on the 
farm he at first purchased, where Mr. Chase died in the 
fall of 1878. 

Samuel N. Whitcomb came from Vermont to thia State 
.in 1840, but did not at once come to Branch County. He 
chose the township of Kinderhook as his home, and located 
on section 5, where he still resides. He cannot be regarded 
as a pioneer, but Ja quite familiar with the early history 
of the locality, and has an extended military experience, 
having served in the Mexican war and also in the Rebellion, 
where he passed through some bitter experiences as a pris- 
oner at Andersonville, but they have not obliterated from 
his memory still earlier experiences as an early settler in 
this State. 

Another pioneer is Henry Huyck, whose advent in the 
county occurred in 1844, having been in the State two 
years before choosing his present home. He remembers 
distinctly the early struggles of the pioneer and the depriva- 
tions he endured. Mr. Huyck frequently appears on the 
records as the incumbent of offices of truat 

Charles D. Brown came to the township when it was still 
a part of Ovid and the country was one vast wilderness. 
No roads had been cut, and the Indian trail, consisting of 
blaied trees, was the only guide that directed the traveler. 
The laud he and his father purchased, it was impossible to 
reach until they bad fought their wayii&f&ugh IheJlen^ 
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Among the Iioiiorwl few wlio liy tliuir energy aiic! i 
industry laid the finiiidatioii nl' tlie [m'sent wcaltli 
and enterprise of Branch Comity, none tlefterve more 
prominent mention than Georfre Tripp. He was 
born in tlie town of Deeatnr, Otsego C'o., N. Y., 
April 10, 1809. His father, Diivi<l Tripp, was 
among tlie prominent men for'wlireli Otsego is justly 
noted. He was a meniljcr of the repi-esentative 
brancli of the Legislature of New Yoi'k for several 
terms, and served in many other offifial eapacities 
with fidelity to the tnist reposed in him and with 
credit to himself. He married Miss Mary Dickin- 
son, and reared a family of fifteen children, ten 
girls and five boys. George lived in Otsego County 
until he attained his majority, when he went to Sara- 
toga County; whence, after a stay of five yeare, he 
moved to Genesee Co., N. Y. There he stayed until 
1835, when he decided to emigrate to Michigan, and 
came accordingly to Kinderhook, and ])nrchased the 
farm where he now resides. At that time there were 
only three permanent settlers in the town, none of 
whom are now living, thus leaving Mr. Tripp the 
oldest living resident of the town. Mr! Tripp was 
at this time unmarried, and at the expiration of two 
years lie paid a visit to the old home in Otsego 
County, and on his return he married, in Livingston 



MRS. {JKORriK TnU'P, 
TlilPP. 

Co., X. Y., Miss Marv, dungliter of AV'illiain and 
Ijovis (Humphrey) Winaiis. Itetnrning to his new 
liome with his yonng wife, they commenced the 
improvement of the farm. Life at this early day 
was beset with many ol>stacles and replete with 
privations and iiardshijis, of which they had a full 
portion. 

Mi-s. Trip|> was iiorn in Rensselacrville, A.lliany 
Co., N. Y., Feb. G, 1812. She is a splendid type 
of the pioneer woman, and is in fact all that is 
expresseiJ in tiie term "amiable and intelligent." 
Ttiis venerable couple have had two sons, Judson 
and George, bolh of whom are deceasetl. 

Mr. Tripp has been prominently identified with 
the deveIo[>ment of Kinderhook. He lias filled 
many positions of trust and responsibility to the 
satisfaction of his fellow-citizens. He was the first 
township clerk; has lieen justice; the latter offiee he 
filled acceptably many years. Mr. Tripp is emphat- 
ically a self-made man. Starting in life with only 
his natnral resources for his capital, lie has achieved 
success and secure<l a competence, the result of a long 
life of strict integrity and honorable dealing. His 
record is nntarnished, and he has earned the position 
he holds among the pioneers and representative men 
of Brand) County. 

HosmdbydOOt^lC 
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timber-land with axe in liand. Mr. Brown, however, soon 
cleared this tract, aod ultiioatcly not a veatige of its former 
wild condition was to be found. He is a skillful hunter, 
and his stories of deer-stalking in early times would delight 
the ears of the modern hunter. On one occasion, liaving, 
as ho supposed, killed a deer, ho proceeded with his knife 
to dress him for food, when the buck recovered from the 
shock the wound had given him and sprang upon him. 
None but an experienced liuuler understands tlie ferocity 
of the deer when driven to defense, A fierce conflict was 
the result, and for a time the chances of life with the cour- 
ageous marksman were extremely uncertain, when finally 
a dexterous use of the knife dispatched his opponent ; not, 
however, until ho had inflicted sundry wounds as memen- 
tos of the struggle. Later, Mr. Brown removed from his 
original location and purchased his present farm, which h 
not only large, but well cultivated. 

Another old resident Is John Boyd, familiarly known 
08 Father Bojd, who is now advanced in years, and can 
distinctly recall a life of thirty-five years in Kindcrhook, 
and has during that period resided upon the farm ho at 
present occupies. Calvin Strong is also un early settler, 
and numhers more years than Mr. Boyd above mentioned. 
He had a suceession of unfortunate experiences during his 
early Hfc in Branch County, but has survived them all and 
reached the good II f ' 1 1 tw ra J hn Brad- 

ley may with t u 1 b pok n p oneers of 

Branch County h me 4 n Wayne 

Co., N. Y. H d w y rs n d he later 

camotoKinde h k d d mh till occu- 

pies Ho relates som n with wild 

animals during h y in f h try, and 

entertains a liv n n u w h a hear 

in which he bo w h p f y 

Oliver Burdick came in 1845, purchasing the mills built 
by John Waterhouse and improving them. He located 
on section 10, one mile south of the post-office. A. Mosher 
came to the State in 1835, and to the township in 1846. 
With the exception of an interval of a few years, ho has 
resided there since that time. Hiram Canright came early 
and located on section 4, and Ira Bonner settled on section 
7. Ho has been dead many years. William Johnson 
located on section 10, on the farm now occupied by James 
Bichey. His father resided on section 3. Timothy Clark 
owned a tract of land on section 6, which he improved and 
lived upon. Calvin Strong came in 1843 and located on 
what is known as Strong's Island, in the northwest portion 
of the township. Jacob Miueer established himself on the 
extreme northwest corner, and William Lewis occupied for 
years the farm now owned by Martin Manger. He was a. 
prominent official in the township, having for years held the 
honorable position of justice of the peace. Abram Walter 
owned a farm in the extreme southeast, and established a 
reputation as a successful farmer. 

Hiram McNall, who died some years since, came in the 
fall of 184:i, and purchased 40 acres on section 11. By 
industry and frugality he increased his possessions until his 
farm numbered 300 acres. 

Another old resident was Oliver D. Colvin, who was a 
citinen of much prominence. 



We have thus given a brief review of many of the older 
settlers in the tcwnship, not attempting by any means to 
make the list a thorough one, and perhaps omitting some 
names quite as deserving of mention that have not been 
suggested to us. Most of these individuals, with their 
families, have endured privations and want, and by perse- 
verance and toil succeeded in bringing the township of ' 
Kinderhook to the degree of prosperity it now enjoys. 
Though having the roputiifion of being the smallest of the 
townships of Branch County, it is by no means the most 
inconsiderable in importance or enterprise. 

The surface of Kinderhook is rolling, with stretches of 
level land varied by occasional slopes and interspersed with 
several small lakes, chief of which are Silver Lake, Crooked 
Lake, Fish Lake, Sabine Luke, Pleasant Lake, Lake George, 
and a portion of Coldwater Lake on the northern boundary 
line. There is considerable marshy land, but the quality 
of the remainder is excellent. The soil is a sandy, gravelly 
loam, with very little elay. There is not a superabundance 
of timbered iand, and oak is tlie prevailing wood, although 
other varieties are to be found. 

Coldwater being within easy reach of the residents of 
the township, and the roads usually in excellent condition, 
ic absorbs the larger portion of Its mercantile patronage. 
There is no hotel in the township, the wayfarer generally 
finding a welcome at the inviting home of any or all of the 
townspeople, where hospitality is regarded as one of the 
caidinal virtues. The temperance sentiment is strong in 
Kinderhook, and no trafficker in ardent spirits finds favor 
in the eyes of its virtuous residents. 

The first annual election was held in the township on 
Monday, the 4th day of April, 1812. Oliver D. Colvin 
and George Tripp were, in accordance with the statutes, 
authorized to act as inspectors of election, and John 'Wa- 
terhouse, Jr., was elected as a third inspector. 

We give the result of this election, together with each 
Bueceeding one to the present time : Oliver D. Colvin, Su- 
pervisor; Geoi^e Tripp, Township Clerk; Aimeron W. 
Case, Treasurer ; William Chase, Ira Bonner, David Tripp, 
Justices of the Peace; Ellery Patterson, George Tripp, 
Inspectors of Schools ; Isaac Eslow, John D. Depue, Arba 
L. Ijarabson, Highway Commissioners ; Bentley Reynolds, 
Lathrop G. Fish, Directors of the Poor; Ira Bonner, Jr.,- 
Hiram Canwright, Duvid Tripp, Ira Bonner, Jr., John 
Waterhouse, Jr., John Bradley, L. G. Fish, 0. D. Colvin, 
Overseers of Highways, 

1843.— George Tripp, Supervisor; William Chase, Town- 
ship Clerk ; Aimeron W. Case, Trcasuier ; Oliver D. Col- 
vin, David Tripp, Assessors; Ellery Patterson, Augustus 
P. Tucker, Inspectors of Schools ; Isaac Eslow, John D. 
Depue, Hiram Canwright, Commissioners of Highways; 
George Tripp, Justice of the Peace; Alba L. Walworth, 
Lathrop G. Fish, Directors of the Poor ; Alfred Lambson, 
James Winter, ArbaL. Lambson, Constables; David Tripp, 
Assessor ; Arba L. Lambson, Freeman Waterhouse, Charles 
Home, John Waterhouse, Augustus P. Tucker, Ellery 
Patterson, Overseers of Highways; Oliver D. Colvin, Ira 
Bonner, William Chase, Inspectors of Election. 

1844.— Oliver D. Colvin, Supervisor; William Chas& 
Township Clerk; Aimeron W. Case, TreMu*r;IkTid5M|lp 
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Joseph S. Hawks, Assessors; Oliver D. Colvin, Justice of 
the Peace ; James H. Hugenen, School Inspector ; Alba 
L. Walworth, Augustus P. Tucker, Normao Van Winkle, 
Highway Commissioners ; William Withingtoo, John John- 
son, Pirectora of the Poor; Anson Hough, Arba Ji. Lamb- 
son, William P. Lawrence, Edwin Withington, Constables; 
Ebenezer P. Stuart, Freeman Waterhouse, John Bradley, 
Ira Canmrif;ht, Augustus P. Tucker, Ellery Patterson, 
Dewitt McKinstry, Overseers of Highways; Oliver D. 
Colvin, George Tripp, Wra. Chase, Inspectors of Election. 

1845.— Oliver I>. Colvin, Supervisor; William Chase, 
Township Clerk ; Luman Gibbs, Treasurer ; John D. Depue, 
Justice of the Peace ; Joseph T. Hawks, Ira Bonner, As- 
sessors ; Alraeron W. Case, School Inspector ; David 
Tripp, Lyman Tripp, Samuel A. Towsiej, Highway Com- 
missioners ; A. Bonner, C. Havens, Overseere of the Poor ; 
Dwight H, Gilmoro, Harmon Towsley, A. Bonner, Hiram 
Canwright, Constables ; Dwight H. Gilmore, Ira Bonner, 
Jr., Freeman Waterhouse, Hiram Eddy, Dwight C. Mc- 
Kinstry, Joseph Towsley, Samuel A, Towsley, Henry Her- 
rick, James 0. Mason, Overseers of Highways ; Ira Bonner, 
George Tripp, Oliver D. Colvin, Inspectors of Election. 

1 8-16. —Oliver D. Colvin, Supervisor; George Ti-ipp, 
Township Clerk ; William Chase, Deputy Clerk ; Luman 
Gibbs, Treasurer ; James 0. Mason, School Inspector ; 
Jojieph S. Hawks, Arba L. Lambson, Assessors; Alviuaa 
Bonan, Constable. The record further than this is incom- 

1847.- David Tripp, Supervisor; A. W. Case, Clerk; 
Luman Gibbs, Treasurer ; P. 0. Hopkins, Justice of the 
Peace; Henry Huyck, Joseph Hawk, Assessors ; William 
Cathcart, School Inspector; Ira Bonner, Jr., Calvin Strong, 
Orange Potter, Highway Commissioners ; Luman Gibbs, 
Joseph Towsley, Directors of the Poor ; Henry Huyck, 
Luman Gibbs, Orange Potter, Constables ; Curtis Wiiliaras, 
H. McNall, Wm. F. Waterhouse, Hiram Eddy, William 
Chase, S. Whitcomb, J. Waterhouse, Jr., Aaron Dobson, 
Edwin Withington, James Winters, Overseers of Higli- 

1848.— Oliver Burdick, Jr., Supervisor; James H. 
Hugenen, Township Clerk; Henry F. Huyck, Treasurer ; 
Daniel Ent, Justice of the Peace ; Wm. F, Waterhouse, 
•School Inspector; John D. Depue, Hiram Canwright, 
John Waterhouse, Jr., Highway Commissioners; Luman 
Gibbs, Joseph Towsley, Overseers of the Poor; Lumau 
Gibbs, Asher Ent, Hiram Towsley, Anson Hough, Con- 
stables ; H. N. Walworth, P. C. Hopkins, H. Canwright, 
D. Tripp, D. C. McKinstry, J. B. Potter, A. T. McCanry, 
John Groves, Henry Huyck, A. W. Case, Geo. D. Avery, 
Overseei's of Highways. 

1849. — David Tripp, Supervisor ; Geoi^e Tripp, Town- 
ship Clerk ; Henry F. Huyck, Treasurer ; Samuel A. Whit- 
comb, Oliver D. Colvin, Arba L. Lambson, Justices of the 
Peace ; William Cathcart, School Inspector ; Calvin Strong, 
Highway Commissioner; Daniel Ent, Joseph S. Hawks, 
Directors of the Poor; A. P. Cutter, Alex. Cole, Hiram 
Towsley, Avery Ferguson, Constables ; Solon Cathcart, A. 
W. Case, D. C. McKinstry, Samuel A. Whitcomb, Abraham 
Gray, Daniel Ent, Joseph S. Hawks, Overseers of High- 
ways. 



1850.— Oliver Burdick, Supervisor; George Tripp, 
Township Clerk; Henry F, Huyck, David Tripp, Justices 
of the Peace ; Solon M. Cathcart, School Inspector ; Silaa 
Ent, William Chase, Assessors ; L. J, Gibbs, John Johi 
Timothy Clark, John D. Depue, John Groves, Silas Ent, 
James K. Howell, Wm. F. Waterhouse, Overaeera of High- 

1851.— Oliver Burdick, Jr., William Waterhouse, Jr. 
Township Clerks; William Chase, Treasurer; John V. 
Chase, Highway Commissioner; David Tripp, Willard H, 
Pond, School Inspectors ; William Lewis, Justice of the 
Peace ; Baldwin B. Waterhouse, Director of Poor ; John 
Groves, William R. Pierce, William Chase, B. B. Water- 
house, Constables ; William Lewis, A. W. Case, Samuel A. 
Whitcomb, Abram Gray, Oliver Burdick, Stephen Kirby, 
Alfred A. Bates, Overseers of Highways ; Oliver Burdick, 
George Tripp, Abram L. Lambson, Inspectors of Election. 

1852.— Oliver Burdick, Supervisor; William Chase, 
Township Clerk ; Joel D. Lindsay, Justice of the Peace 
Lewis Whitcomb, School Inspector; A. Flint, Archibald 
Dunn, Highway Commissioners; David Tripp, John Water- 
house, Overseers of the Poor ; William R. Pierce, Andrew 
J. Critchficld, Willard H. Pond, Silas Ent, Constables 
Archibald Dunn, Almoi'on M. Case, John Waterhouse, 
Samuel Whitcomb, Abram Gray, John Groves, Stephen 
Kirby, Alfred C. Bates, Timothy Clark, Joseph S. Has 
Overseers of Highways; Oliver Burdick, Oliver D. Col' 
Wm. F. Waterhouse, Inspectors of Election. 

1853.— Oliver Burdick, Supervisor; William Chase 
Township Clerk : Almeron W. Case, Treasurer John D 
Depue, Justice of the Peace ; James K. Howell School 
Inspector ; Archibald Dunn, Highway CominLasioner , 
Daniel Tripp, John Waterhouse, Jr., Directors of the 
Poor ; Alexander Odrin, Myer Rutter, Orange Potter, 
Abram L. Reamer, Constables; Hiram Cannght, A. W. 
Case, A. Flint, Avery Ferguson, Wra. R. Pierce, Angelo 
Dobson, Abraham Holbroke, Lester Tripp, Timothy Clark, 
H. F. Huyck, Overseers of Highways; Oliver Burdick, 
S. A. Whitcomb, Wm. Chase, Inspectors of Election. 

1854. — David Tripp, Supervisor ; Wm. Chase, Township 
Clerk ; Almeron W. Case, Treasurer ; George Tripp, Oliver 
D. Colvin, Justices of the Peace ; Antbrose C. Burdick, 
School Inspector; John V. Chase, John Walter, High- 
way Commissioners; David Tripp, Edwin Withington, 
Directors of the Poor ; Ales, Colvin, Lester Tripp, Alvin 
C.Lawrence, Nehemiah Rutter, Constables; Peter Grice, 
A. W. Case, John Waterhouse, John Bradley, Wm. R. 
Pierce, Joel D. Lindsay, John Walter, A. C, Lawrence, 
Calvin Strong, H. F. Huyck, Overseers of Highways. 

1855. — Oliver Burdick, Supervisor; William Chase, 
Township Clerk ; A. W. Case, Treasurer; William Lewis, 
Justice of the Peace; James K. Howell, School Inspector; 
Daniel Hoyt, Highway Commissioner; David Kipp, Alfred 
S. Bates, Directors of Poor ; Alvin C. Lambson, Nehemiah 
H. Rutter, Farmer Gapp, James Groves, Constables ; Hi- 
ram Canwright, A. W. Case, Lester Tripp, A. Fei^uson, 
Wm. R. Pierce, N. H. Kuttcr, James K. Howell, Freeman 
Waterhouse, Calvin Strong, Oliver D. Colvin, Overseers of 
Highways. 




HON. WILLIAM CHASE. 



In compiling the history of the township of Kin- 
derhook, we find that the subject of this narrative 
has been prominently identified with all its interests, 
and to such an extent that it would not be complete 
without a sketch of his life. He was born in the 
town of Westford, Ots^o Co., N. Y., Nov. 12, 
1816. He was the son of John Chase and Lucy 
Houghton, both natives of the " green mountain 
State." When William was eight years of age his 
father removed with his family to Grenesee County, 
where he died at the age of sixty-three. William 
was thrown upon his own resources at an early age, 
and his educational advantages were limited to the 
district school. At the age of twenty he learned the 
trade of a carpenter and joiner, and followed it many 
years. 

In 1839 he was married to Miss Marcia M. Flint 
of his native county, where she was born Nov, 16, 
1816, Two years after their marrit^ they came to 
Kinderhook, and purchased tlie farm upon which 
they now reside. 

Mr, Chase's settlement in Kinderhook was prior to 
its organization as a town, in which he took a promi- 



nent part ; and was elected its first justice, which 
office he filled acceptably eight years. From that 
time until his age and business cares forbade his 
serving his constituency, he faithfully filled many 
positions of trust and responsibility. In 1860 he 
was elected to the Representative branch of the 
Legislature. For seven years he was superintendent 
of the poor, and for eight years represented the town 
upon the Board of Supervisors, officiating as chair- 
man in 1860, where he was considered a valuable 
and efficient member. For over thirty years he 
served his town, county, or district in some official 
capacity, and his record as a public officer is un- 
tarnished and worthy of emulation. He is a man 
entirely devoid of ostentation; Industrious, eco- 
nomical, possessed of good judgment and keen per- 
ception, and as a consequence successful ; he is enj*^- 
ing a competency the result of a long life character- 
ized by strict integrity and honorable dealing. Mr, 
Chase is emphatically a self-made man. He has 
won success in all departments of life, and is an 
example of the capabilities of character and miia- 
hood. 
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Clerk ; John Waterhouse, Sr., Treasurer ; James K. How- 
ell, Justice of the Peace ; Ambrose C. Burdick, School In- 
spector; John Walter, Highway Commissioner; Alfred S. 
Bates, Israel Lucas, Directors of Poor ; Alfred S. Bat«s, 
Lafayette Hctdgea, Silas Eiit, John J. Lewis, Constables ; 
Peter Grice, A. W. Case, Israel Lucas, John Bradley, 
Ahram Gray, Lafayette Hodges, Willard Howell, Henry 
P. Huyck, Stephen Hungerford, Timothy Clark, Overseers 
of Highways. 

1857 — William Chase, Supervisor ; Bavid Tripp, Town- 
ship Clerk; John Waterhouse, Sr., Treasurer ; Oliver D. 
Colvin, Justice of the Peace ; Amos Flint, School Inspector ; 
Peter Grice, D. Ent, Directors of Poor ; Hiram Canwright, 
Freeman Waterhouse, Nehemiah H. Butter, Wm, Doty, 
Constables ; Peter Grice, Israel Lucas, Lewis Buck, Abram 
Gray, Lafeyette Hodges, Edwin Withington, Henry Hoyt, 
Robert Lucas, Henry F. Huyck, Stephen Hungerford, 
Overseers of Highways. 

1858.— William Chase, Supervisor ; Farmer Gaff, Town- 
ship Clerk ; John Waterhouse, Treasurer ; Oliver Burdick, 
David Tripp, Justices of the Peace ; Henry 0. Hodges, 
School Inspectoi' ; De Witt Hoyt, Henry F. Huyck, High- 
way Commissiouers ; Alfred 0. Bates, Farmer Gaff, Di- 
rectors of Poor; Theodore Lucas, William Doty, M. P. 
Mott, Hugh Harrison, Constables; Hiram Norton, Jona- 
than Frow, Israel Lucas, David John, Abram Gray, N. K. 
Butter, Seth Hansford, George Tripp, Calvin Strong, J. 
8. Hawks, Hiram Canwright, Overseers of Highways. 

1859.— Wm. Chase, Supervisor; George Tripp, Town- 
ship Clerk ; Daniel Hoyt, Treasurer ; William Black, Eiios 
Michael, Wm. Lewis, Justices of the Peace ; Lindly H. 
Gripman, School Inspector; Hiram Norton, Highway Com- 
missioner ; Alfred S. Bates, Abram Gray, Directors of 
Poor ; Noah Jones, Woodbury Sooks, George Whitcomb, 
Joseph Miller, Constables; Joseph Miller, A. W. Case, 
Israel Lucas, Wm. H. Black, Abram Gray, N. H. Butter, 
John Walters, Henry Hoyt, Jacob Tripp, Heniy P. Huyck, 
A. C, Lawrence, Overseers of Highways. 

I860.— Wm. Chase, Supervisor ; George Tripp, Town- 
ship Clerk ; Daniel Hoyt, Treasurer ; Stephen Hungerford, 
School Inspector ; Knos Michael, William Ijewis, Justices 
of the Peace ; John Walter, Highway Commissioner ; John 
W. Stokes, Joseph Miller, Noah F. Jones, Geoi^e W. Whit- 
comb, Constables; Hiram McNall, Wm. Miller, Noah H. 
Jonea, A. Ferguson, John Graves, N. K. Butter, Abram 
Walter, Henry Hoyt, Timothy Clark, Joseph S. Hawks, A. 
C. Lawrence, Overseers of Highways. 

1861.— Stephen Hungerford, Supervisor; Z. G. Osborn, 
Town Clerk ; William Walters, Treasurer ; L. Gripman, 
School Inspector ; Enos Michael, Justice of the Peace ; A. 
S. Bates, A. Gray, Directors of Poor ; N. H. Jones, J. 
Miller, 8. Stales, U. Gripman, Constables; Hiram Norton, 
A. W. Case, Rollin Flint, John Bradley, Bobert Goodliff, 
John W. Stokes, David L. Phenieie, Henry Hoyt, H. F. 
Huyck, Frank S. Sprague, Overseers of Highways. 

1862. — George Tripp, Supervisor; Z. G. Osborne, To vrn- 
ship Clerk ; William Walters, Treasurer ; George Tripp, 
Justice of the Peace; U. Gripman, School Inspector; 
Abram Gray, Highway Commissioner; John Campbell, 
Rollin Flint, David Boyd, J. W.Stokes, Constables; Peter 
38 



Grice, A. W, Case, Bollin Flint, John Bradley, Adam 
Ireland, J. W. Stokes, David Miller, M. E. Osborne, Myron 
Strong, Joseph Hawks, Charles Brown, Overseers of High- 

1863.— George Tripp, Superv 
ship Clerk ; Noah H. Jones, Tre 
comb. Justice of the Peace; David i 
Charles D. Brown, Highway Com 
Henry Gripman, Jacob Burk, . 



William Chase, Town- 
Samuel A. Whit- 
School Inspector ; 
L. B. Brown, 

E. Osborne, Constables ; 



Peter Grice, A. W, Case, Rollin Flint, Watson Burk, 
Adam Ireland, Silas ISnt, A. Walters, H. Hoyt, Timothy 
Clark, Jos. Hawks, Chester Porter, Overseers of Highways. 
1864.— William Chase, Supervisor; Zelotes G. Osborne, 
Township Clerk; Noah H. Jones, Treasurer; Charles D. 
Brown, Justice of the Peace ; Uriah Gripman, School In- 
spector ; Joseph 8. Hawks, Highway Commissioner ; L. 

B. Brown, Joseph Miller, Albert Flint, David Jobn, Con- 
stables ; J. W. Sweetland, Abraham Mosher, Noah Jones, 
S. A. WhiMomb, Wm. W. Case, Cliarles Ritchie, D. L. 
Phenieie, Lester Tripp, M. W. Strong, Hiram Colvin, A, 

C. Lawrence, David Pcrinc, Overseers of Highways. 

1 865.— William Chase, Supervisor ; Z. G. Osborne, Town- 
ship Clerk; Noah H. Jonea, Treasurer; Enos Michael, James 
Richey, Justices of the Peace ; David Boyd, School Inspec- 
tor ; Joseph Miller, Highway Commissioner ; Noah Jones, 
Peter Outwater, Lindley Gripman, Joseph Miller, Consta- 
bles ; Peter Grice, N. H. Jones, Watson Burk, Jobn Burk, 
N. H. Butler, Abram Walters, Geo, Tripp, Timothy Clark, 
Joseph Hawks, Freeman Waterhouse, Alpheus Mclntyre, 
Overseers of Highways. 

1866. — William Chase, Supervisor; Amos Flint, Town- 
ship Clerk ; James Bichey, Treasurer ; Gcoi^e Tripp, James 

D. Conklin, Justice of the Peace ; Uriah Gripman, School 
Inspector ; William Branyan, Highway Commissioner ; 
Marvin C. Munger, William Branyan, George Brown, 
William H. Lemraon, Constables; J. Alexander, George 
Brown, Samuel Whitcomb, Thomas May, 0. N. H. Butler, 
David Miller, Z. G. Osborne, Harley Jones, Henry Huyck, 
M. C. Munger, Dana Perrine, Overseers of Highways. 

1867.— William Chase, Supervisor; Amos Fhnt, Town- 
ship Clerk ; James Bichey, Treasurer ; Wesley Beynolds, 
Joseph Miller, Justices of the Peace ; Wm. H. Lemmon, 
School Inspector ; Noah H. Jones, Highway Commissioner; 
Albert Flint, Jacob Terry, Chas. B. Taylor, Constables ; J. 
W. Sweetland, N. H. Jones, Uriah Gripman, Thomas 
Mugg, Woodbury Stokes, K. Bowlson, Z. G. Osborne, 
Harley Jones, Joseph S. Hawks, Isaac Bichey, Dana Per- 
rine, Overseers of Highways. 

1868. — Amos Flint, Supervisor ; James Bichey, Town- 
ship Clerk; Z. G. Osborne, Treasurer; Harley Jones, 
School Inspector; Charles D. Brown, Highway Commis- 
sioner; Wm. H. Lemmon, Justice of the Peace; Albert 
Flint, David L. Phenieie, John W. Stokes, Erastus J. 
Welker, Constables; Chas. Alexander, Noah H. Jones, 
S. A. Whitcomb, David Johns, Enos Miehael, Abram 
Waltera, Z. G. Osborne, Chas. B. Taylor, Hiram Colvin, 
Isaac Bichey, J. J. Crandall, Overseers of Highways. 

1869. — Amos Flint, Supervisor ; James Richey, Town- 
ship Clerk; Z. G. Osborne. Treasurer; Enos Michael, 
Charles D. Brown, Justices of the Peace 
I losiGd by 
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dall, School Inspector; Z. G. Osborne, Highway Commia- 
sioncr ; Noah H Jones, Sylvester Jones, John J. Craodall, 
Ira Phnt, Constables ; J. P. Alexander, N. II. Jones, 
Samuel Whitcomb, Thomas Magg, Enos Michael, Joseph 
Langworthy, Henry Hoyt, Alva Jonea, Joseph Hawks, 
Jas. D. Conkling, John Bachinan, Overseers of Highways. 

1870. — Amos Flint, Supervisor; James Eiuhey, Town- 
ship Clerk ; Z. G. Osborne, Treasurer ; Geo. Tripp, Enos 
Michael, Justices of the Peace ; Ilarlej Jones, School In- 
spector ; Noah H. Jones, Highway Commissioner; Noah 
H. Jones, Joseph Miller, John W. Stokes, John Piynn, 
Constables; John Flynn, John V. Chase, Samuel A. 
Whitcomb, Wm. W. Case, Enos Michael, Daniel Melends, 
Henry Hoyt, Alva Jones, Silas Ent, A. C. Laurence, John 
Bachman, Overseers of Highways. 

1871 . — Amos FUnt, Supervisor ; William Chase, Town- 
ship Clerk ; Wallace Clark, Treasurer ; Samuel A. Whit- 
comb, Justice of the Peace ; David Fox, School Inspector ; 
Charles D. Brown, Highway Commissioner; Alvin D. 
Bonner, Noah H. Jones, Overseers of Highways. 

1872.— Z. G. Osborne, Supervisor ; Wm. Chase, Town-' 
ship Clark ; Wallace Clark, Treasurer ; Clias. G. Brown, 
Justice of the Peace ; David h. Phenicie, School Inspector ; 
John V. Chase, Highway Commissioner ; Lindley Gripman, 
Drain Commissioner ; Noah H. Jones, Elmer Boyd, Horace 
Stocking, Levi Rifles, Constables ; Royal Alexander, Wal- 
lace Clark, S. A. Whitcomb, Daniel Wedge, Enos Michael, 
Ellis C. Mandy, George Tripp, Harley Jones, Moses Hawks, 
M. C. Munger, John Bachman, Overseers of Highways. 

1873. — Z.G.Osborne, Supervisor; William Chase, Town- 
ship Clerk ; Wallace Clark, Treasurer ; Enos Michael, Jus- 
tice of the Peace ; Amos Fhnt, School Inspector ; Noah H. 
Jones, Highway Commissioner ; Enos Michael, Drain Com- 
missioner ; Noah H. Jonea, Levi Biggies, Horace Stocking, 
D. L. Phenicie, Constables ; Hiram Adams, Wallace Clai'k, 
Harlo S. Parraalee, Henry Quint, Enos Michael, D. L. 
Phenicie, Henry Hoyt, Timothy Clark, Silas Ent, James 
Richey, Wm. Hunt, Overseers of Highways. 

1874. — Enos Michael, Supervisor ; James Richey, Town- 
ship Clerk ; Wallace Clark, Treasurer ; Enos Michael, Al- 
bert Flint, Justices of the Peace ; David Fox, James D. 
Conkling, School Inspectors; Charles Richey, Highway 
Commissioner ; Enos Michael, Drain Commissioner ; Peter 
Cutwater, John Flynn, Noah H. Jones, Judson Bradley, 
Constables ; John Babb, Wallace Clark, S. A. Whitcomb, 
John Burk, Enos Michael, David Miller, Alfred S. Bates, 
Alva Jones, Silas Ent, Marvin C. Munger, Wm. Hunt, 
Overseers of Highways. 

1 875. — Not recorded. 

187G. — Z. G. Osborne, Supervisor ; James Richey, Town- 
ship Clerk; Wallace Clark, Treasurer; Martin S. Upp, 
Justice of the Peace ; Lindley Gripman, School Inspector ; 
Martin Upp, School Superintendent; Alva Jones, Drain 
Commissioner and Highway Commissioner ; John D. Cor- 
nell, Noah H. Jones, Judson Bradley, Wm. W. Case, Con- 
stables ; James P. Alexander, Wallace Clark, Henry Hoyt, 
Thomas Osboru, Judson Bradley, John Burk, Daniel Hoyt, 
Samuel Kanauss, Bnos Michael, Dana Perrine, Overseers 
of Highways. 

1877. — Zelotus G. Osborne, Supervisor; James Richey, 



Township Clerk; Wallace Clark, Treasurer; David L. 
Phenicie, Justice of the Peace ; Martin L. Upp, School 
Superintendent ; L. H. Gripman, School Inspector ; Noah 
H. Jones, Highway Commissioner; John D. Cornell, Wil- 
liam Walters, Thomas Osborn, Judson Bradley, Constables ; 
Charles D. Brown, Henry Hoyt, Elmer Bond, Uriah Grip- 
man, Ira A. Flint, Daniel Hoyt, Silas Ent, Barney Ding- 
man, Enos Michael, Christopher Whistler, Overseers of 
Highways. 

1878.— Z.G.Osborne, Supervisor; James Richey, Town- 
ship Clerk ; Samuel Knauss, Treasurer ; Albert Flint, Jus- 
tice of the Peace; Lindley Gripman, Superintendent of 
Schools ; Harlo S. Parmalee, Drain Commissioner ; Abra- 
ham Walter, Highway Commissioner ; John D. Cornell, 
Judson B. Bradley, George N. Jones, Barney Dingman, 
Constables ; George Ely, Wallace Clark, Henry Hoyt, 
John N. Norcott, Lindley Gripman, William Case, Albert 
Flint, James Patterson, William Crooser, Enos Michael, 
William Hunt. 

With this brief sketch we take leave of one of Branch 
County's most progressive townships, wishing it all the 
prosperity that earnest industry and steady virtue will surely 
bring to it. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

ENOS MICHAEL. 

Enos, son of Philip and Susannah Michael, was born in 
the town of Susquehanna, Dauphin Co., Pa., Nov. 4, 1824. 
The elder Michael was a weaver by occupation, and gave 
his children such advantages as his hmited means would 
allow. Enos was the eldest in a family of thirteen children, 
eleven of whom grew to maturity. He learned the trade 
of a weaver and dyer, which occupation he followed several 
years subsequent to his emigration to Tremont, Ind., In 
1848. In 1858 he moved upon the farm where he now 
resides, which embraces four hundred and seventy-five acres 
of highly-productive land under a high state of cultivation, 
a view of which is presented elsewhere in this work. 
Upon his removal to Kinderhook he at once took a prom- 
inent and influential part in the political affairs of the town. 
He was elected justice of the peace, and filled the office 
aeceplably until 1878. In the years 1875 and 1876 he 
represented the town in the Board of Supervisors, where he 
was considered an able and efficient member. 

Mr. Michael is one of the prominent and successful 
farmers of the county, and in connection with his agricul- 
tural operations he is extensively engaged in the real estate 
and loan business, which reaches into Ohio, Indiana, and 
Michigan. 

In 1848 he married Miss Barbara Duokle, of his native 
county, where she was born July 14, 1825. She is one of 
the most thrifty, energetic, and industrious of women, and 
in every sense a worthy helpmeet. 

Politically, Mr. Michael is a Republican; religiously, a 
Methodist. All in all, he is one of those public-spirited, 
enterprising men whose identification with any community 
is always productive of good. 

I losiGd by V 
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ALMERON WEBSTER CASE. 



This gentleman, for many years one of tlie es- 
teemed and valued citizens of Kinderliook, was 
born in Livingston Co., N. Y., Feb. 6, 1808. He 
was the son of Lieutenant and Polly (Webster) 
Case, who had a family of four children, — three 
boys and one girl. The maternal grandfather of 
our subject, Aaron Websttr, was a Revolutionary 
soldier, and served as a scout under General Put^ 
nam. He fought through the war, and settled in 
Livingston Co., N. Y., where he died at an ad- 
vanced age. 

Lieutenant Case, our subject's father, was a soldier 
in the war of 1812, and was killed in the battle of 
Lund^s Lane, July 25, 1814. But tittle is known 
of his history, farther than that lie -waa a brave 
soldier and a valued citizen. Almeron was reared 
by a maternal uncle, and worked at his trade 
of a carpenter and joiner many years. 

In 1836, Mr. Case was united in marriage with 
Miss Marcia M. Tripp, of Decatur, Otsego Co., 
N. Y., where she was born May 13, 1813. They 



remained in Livingston County one year, when 
they decided to emigrate to Michigan, Mrs. Case's 
brothers, George and David Tripj), liaving already 
located there. Upon his arrival in Kinderhook, 
Mr. Case puri'liased from the government one hun- 
<Ired and twenty-five acres of land, now the prop- 
erty of Walter Musselwhite. Here he resided 
until his death, in November, 1877. 

The life of Mr. Ca.se was comparatively un- 
eventful. Unostentatious, he shunned rather than 
courted political preferment. Socially he was 
genial and courteous, winning the regard of all 
with whom he came in contact. He was a man 
of much public spirit, and his hospitality was 
proverbial. His whole life was devoted to his 
family and his business, and in his death Kinder- 
hook lost a valuable citizen. Three children were 
born to him, and of them two died in infancy. 
The remaining child, Mrs. Walter Musselwhite, 
was born in April, 1849, and was married in 
March, 1866. 
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JOSEPH S. HAWKS. 



Tliis gentleman, foe many years one of the promi- 
nent farmers and valuable citizens of Kinderhook, was 
born in RichfieH, f>t8^oOo.,N.'Y., April 19, 1814. 

His grandfather, Daniel Hawks, emigrated from 
Worcester Co., Mass., in 1788, and settled in Otsego. 
He had taken an active and zealous part in the 
struggle for independence, and had lost an ample 
fortune in upholding the credit of the government. 
He bore an active and influejitial part in the political 
afi^irs of the county, and for eight years represented 
the district in the State Ijegislature. He died at the 
ripe old age of eighty -three years. 

Moses Hawks, father of our subject, was also 
prominently identified with the county. He married 
Catherine Striken, and reared afamily of six children, 
Joseph being the eldest. 

The early life of Mr, Hawks was uneventful, and 
marked by few incidents save such as occur in the 
lives of most men. 

Ho remained with his father until he was twenty- 



two years of age, when he was married to Miss Naomi 
Potter, of Burlington, Otsego County, where she was 
born June 24, 1813. Shortly after their marriage 
they came to Kinderhook, and purchased from the 
government one hundred and fifty-seven acres of 
land on Silver Lake, where he resided until his death, 
Oct. 6, 1874. He was a model farmer, and was 
prominently identified with the development of the 
town, and his name is indelibly stamped upon its 
early liistory. He was one of those men whose con- 
nection with any community is always productive of 
good, — a man of broad charity, generous liberality, 
and manly honor. 

In politics he was a Republican, but had no desire 
for political preferment, the cares of his family and 
his business receiving his whole attention. Mr, and 
Mrs, Hawks were blessed with two children, both of 
whom are living in Kinderhook. Mary C, the eldest, 
was born in Otsego ; Moses L. was born in Kinder- 
hook. 
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SILAS KNT. 

This gentleman, one of the old settlers of Kinderhook, 
was born in Essex Co., N. J., Nov. 20, 1820. He was tlie 
son of Enoch and Sasan (Gorden) Eid, who had a femily 
of eight children. When Silas was four years of age his 
father emigrated with his family to Cayuga Co., N. Y. 
After remaJDing there six years, he went to Livingston 
County, tarried there about the same length of time, and in 
1835 removed to Michigan with his family, settling in 
Wayne County. Thence he passed over to Lenawee County, 
where he died. Silas remained in Washtenaw County, but 
upon the decease of his father went to Lenawee. In 1843 
he came to Kindorhook, and in company with his brother 
David purchased eighty acres of land in the southeast part 
of the town. They were suceessful in their operations, and 
to the first purchase added two hundred and forty acres. 
In 1869 they purchased the property where Silas now re- 
sides, a view of which is presented on another page, and 
which is justly considered to be one of the most valuable 
and productive farms in the town. In 1850, Mr. Ent 



1851. 
1854. 



married Miss Louisa Dobaon, of Kinderhoofc. She was 
born in Lorain Co., Ohio, in April, 1832. They have been 
blessed with a family often children, five of whom are now 
living. Mary (now Mrs. Henry Flint) was born Jan. 1, 
s born in September, 1853, and died in 
a was born in December, 1854, and died 
Oct, 21, 1863. Hattie L. was bom in March, 1857, and 
is now the wife of Charles Smith, of Kinderhook. Floyd 
was born March, 1860, and died in August, 1863, Florine 
was born in September, I8(i2. Aldera was born December, 
1864. Viola was born October, 1867. Ernest was born 
January, 1872, and died in infancy. Mr, Ent has never 
sought political preferment, preferring the retirement of his 
farm, and devoting his life to matters of personal concern. 
He started in life with only his natural resources for his 
capital, and by his own energy and industry has secured a 
competence, and although his life has been comparatively 
uneventful he has won a proud position in the history of 
Kinderhook, and is in every way worthy of the place as- 
signed him among the old settlers and best men of Branch 
County. 





DAVID TRIPP. 



MEfi. DAVID TRIPP. 



DAVil) TRIl'P. 
was bom in Otsego Co., N, Y., July 1, 1807 ; son of David 
Tripp, a prominent man of that county, who raised a family 
of fifteen children ot whom the subject of this sketch was 
the tenth In lb29 he married Miss Sally Flint. They 
removed to Branch County in 1836, with their two chil- 
dren, settled in what is now the town of Kinderhook, and 
commenced the arduous task of making a farm from the 
unbroken forest Upon this farm Mr. Tripp resided until 
Got. 2, 1875, when he departed this Hfe, leaving a wife 
and two children, — Lester H., who lives on the old home- 
stead, and Helen E., now Mrs. J, Wesley Brown, of Cold- 

Politically, Mr. Tripp was a Democrat, and a warm sup- 



porter of General Gi'ani during the late war of the Rebel- 
lion. He held several offices of trust, among which were 
supervisor and justice of the peace for several terms. 



SAMUEL A. WltlTCOMB. 
Samuel A. Whitcomb was born in the town of North- 
umberland, Saratoga Co., N, Y,, March 4, 1815. He was 
the youngest of the family of Samuel and Nancy (Jacobs) 
Whitcomb, which consisted of eight children. In 1835 
the elder Whitcomb emigrated to Michigan, and settled on 
Cook's Prairie, Calhoun Co., where he lived many years. 
He was a Baptist minister, preached in different -{iarte,«^| /--t 
ilos-odby VjC.H_T^?Ic 
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the county, and was everywhere known hs an estimable man 
and a devout and consistent Christian. 

At the age of seveiiteen Samuel was apprenticed to the 
trade of a tanner and shoemaker. At twenty he purchased 
his time of his employer, and had a balance of two shil- 
lings and sixpence, with which to start business for him- 
self. In 1339 he eame to Miohif^n, and purchased in 
Kiaderhook one hundred and sixty acres of land, after- 
wards a part of his prcMcut farm. He worked at his trade 
for about five years, and employed a man to improve the 
farm. In 1854 he was married to Miss Anna Mugg, of 
Steuhen Co., Ind, She died in 187^, and in 1876 he was 
married to Mrs, Mary E. Turner. 



Mr. Whiteomb is one of the suecessful and enterprising 
farmers of Branch County. To his first purchase of one 
hundred and sistj acres he has added over five hundred. 
Commencing Jife at twenty, with a capital of two shillings 
and sixpence, his success is an evidence of what can be 
done by enei^tie industry and good Tnanagement. In his 
political belief, Mr. Whitcomb is a sincere Republican and 
an inveterate enemy of human slavery in every form. He 
was formerly an Abolitionist, and voted the first Abolition 
ticket polled in Kinderhook. A friend of improvements, 
every enterprise having for its object the advancement of 
tlie interests of his town finds in him a generous sup- 



BUTLER. 



BnTLEa, the northeast corner township of Branch 
County, is designated by the first survey as township No. 
5 south, of range No. 5 west. Its boundaries are Calhoun 
Connty on the north, Hillsdale County on the east, Quiney 
and GJirard townships respectively on the south and west. 

Its surface is a rolling upland, which, with the exception 
of SOine 300 acres of oak-openings, known at an early day 
as Shock's Prairie, was covered originally with a dense, 
heavy growth of timber. 

The water-courses are St. Joseph River, Hog and Te- 
konsha Creeks. The former takes its rise from Quaker 
Lake, and flows noi'th, crossing section 1. Hog Creek 
enters the township east of the centre on the south border, 
and, flowing in a northwest course, leaves it south of the 
centre on the west border. Tekonsha Creek rises in the 
north part of the township, and flowing westerly, crosses 
the northwest corner. 

Quaker Lake, comprising ati area of about 150 acres, is 
situated upon section 12. 

The soil is of a productive quality and similar to that of 
surrounding townships. The people are chiefly engaged in 
agricultural pursuits, and are noted, many of them, for their 
proficiency in and the encouragement given the practice of 
wrestling. 

The township contains a total area of 22,t>42 acres, and 
in 1874 had a population of 1389 inhabitants. 

FIRST LAND ENTRIES. 

Jonathan Hart, of Washington Co., N. Y., who after- 
wards settled in Calhoun Co,, Mich., entered the first lands 
in this township July 25, 1835. His purchase included a 
part of seotiou 1. 

During the months of October and November of tlie 
same year, Lyman Rogers, Soiander Rossraan, Levi Man- 
ley, Ambrose J. Nicholson, Jeremiah Behnett, Robert 



Wood, Jacob Devoe, Jacob Shook, Jr., and Benjamin 
McVey became purchasers. All the remaining lands in 
the township were bought of the general government sub- 
sequent to Jan. 1, 1836. 

The following list embraces the names of tlie original 
owners of the township : 

Seetfon 1, 1835.*— Jonathan Hart, David F. Farley, 
Fitzalan Gardner, John Hart, William D. Popple, Samuel 
L. Howard, Joseph Merritt. 

SefJioit 2, 1835. — Lyman Rogers, Jacob Rosecrantz, 
John Redfield, Robert Brown, David F. Farley, Asher 
Tread well. 

Swtiou 3, 1335.— Lyman Rogers, Nelson Rogers, Jacob 
Rosecrantz, Henry Bowers, Abraham Letts, Benjamin 
Richards. 

Section 4, 1836.— Henry BoweiB, Joseph Gibbs, Victor 
D. Riggs, Abraham Letts, Jr., Ori'in Stringham, Orseno 
Hadlock, Cook & Waldron. 

Secfiou 5, 1836.— Michael Briggs, John S. Rockwell, 
Nelson Aldrich, Jedediah Tompkins, James V. Burch, 
Charles Curtis, Orrin Stringham, Bussell Aldrich, Michael 
Briggs. 

Section 6, 1836.— Michael Briggs, Artemus Humeston, 
Ira Dennis, Ira Sheldon, Porter Sherman, 

Section 7, 1836. — George Brig^, Michael Briggs, John 
S. Rockwell, Artemus Humeston, Timothy A. Hopkins, 

Section 8, 1836, — Abraham Letts, John 8, Rockwell, 
William Stearns, Levi Mead, William Letts, Jr., John 
Tompkins, Delia Jane Curtiss, James B. Tompkins. 

Section 9, 1836. — William Stearns, David Decker, Benj, 
Bader, Benjamin Richards, John Fabrique, David Patter- 
son, Linus Weller. 
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Section. 10, 1836.— John S. Heath, Amy Livingston, 
Henry Bowers, Fanoy Stearns, Alexander Coon, John S. 
Heath, Milton Barney. 

Section 11, 1835.— Solander Itossman, Nathan Haren- 
den, Nelson Rogers, John Hart, David F. Farley, Hiram 
Ward, Jonathan Hart. 

Section 12, 1835. — Levi Manlej, Solander KoBsman, 
David F. Farley, Joseph Merritt, John M. B. Wealherwax, 
David Decker, Jonathan Hart. 

Section 13, 1835. — Amhvoae J, Nicholson, John A. 
Wright, Solander Eossman, Sylvester W. Hotchkiss, Ed- 
ward Tyler, Elisha Thornton, John M. B. Weatherwas. 

Section 14, 183fi. — Abrani Failing, David Lindsay, 
Henry Bowera, Henry Van Giesen, Henry 8. Lampman, 
Nelson Rogers, Sanford Lacy, Calvin Chase, Azar H, Day- 
Ion, David Lindsay. 

Section 15, 1836. — Abram Fdling, Joseph Failing, 
David Lindsay, John P. Parker, Amy Livingston, John 
Parker, Jacob Rosocrantz, Benj. Rogers. 

Section 16, 1852.— R. D. Warner, D. L. Burbank, H. 
R. Calkins, W. H. Weller, Sidney H. Dolph, W. L. Warren, 
Ira 9. Warren, A. Smith, Hugh Welch, Charles Howe, I. 
Haight, Abrara Smith. 

Section 17, 1835, — Jeremiah Bennett, Andrew Hunting- 
ton, Jr., Milton Barney. 

Section 18, 1836.— Jacob W. Mann, Thomas Powell, 
Michael Brigj^s, James B. Tompkins, Robert Rowley. 

Section 19, 1836.— Jacob W. Mann, Stephen Grant, 
Peries Lincoln, Milo White, 

Section 20, 1836 Charles Butler, James D, Merrill, 

Miio White. 

Seeiion 21, 1836, — Geot^e Bi^;s, Linus Evarts, Jr., 
Oscar Howell, Eliza L Weatherwas, David Patterson, 

Section 22, 1836.— Charles Kennedy, Robert Brown, 
Oliver Allen. 

Section 23, 1836.— Jeremiah 0, Dennis, Linus Evarts, 
Jr,, Jacob Norris, Benjamin Bader, Dan Casey, Henry 
Shelp, John P. Cook, Henry Waldron, 

Section 24, 1836.— Jno. A. Holmes, John A. Wright, 
John T. Wisner, Ansel Nichols, Enos 0. Berry, Parley M. 
Shelp, Cook & Waldron. 

Section 25, 1835.— Robert Wood, Robert Brown, Wil- 
liam Remington, John T, Wisner, John G, Shelp (son of 
Henry). 

Section 26, 1335. — Robert Wood, Jacob Devoe, Jacob 
Shook. 

Section 27, 1835.— Jacob Shook, Jr., Henry Churchill, 
Linus Evarts, Jr., Henry P. Alexander, John M, B. 
Weather wax. 

Section 38, 1836.— Alexander Frasier, Lewis Post, Letts 
& Weather wax. 

Section 29, 1836.— Charles Butler, James D. Merrill, 
David Siley, Nathan Baker. 

Section 30, 1837.— Asa White, Smith W, Nelson, Eliaha 
Thornton, Thomas Holmes, John Warner, John Bush. 

Section 31, 1836. — Dwight Smith, Edmund Howell, 
Lorenzo D. Crippen, Philo H, Crippen. 

Section 32, 1836. — Owen Coleman, Franklin Lakey, 
John T. Weatherwax, Dwight Smith, Edmond Howell, 
David Patterson, Joseph Weatherwax, Jacob O. Burch. 



Section 33, 1836.— Owen Coleman, Richard E. Gay, 
Franklin Lakey, Linus Evarts, Jr., Daniel S, Bagley, John 
M, B. Weatherwax, Elisha Thornton, Henry H. Pennock, 
Abraham P. Lampman, 

Section 34, 1836.— Solomon Wood, Henry Churchill, 
Jacob Shook, Jr., Jacob Snyder, William Dayton, Obed 
W. Wright, James Ashton. 

Sectioa 35, 1835,— Robert Wood, Smith Bowen, Solo- 
mon Wood, Jacob Snyder, 

Section 36, 1835 B. J. MeVey, Robert Wood, Jesse 

Bowen, Solomon Wood, John T. Wisner, Jacob Shook, Jr., 
Jacob Snyder, Jesse Bowen, Asa C. BoWen, 

FiaST SETTLEMENTS. 

The reader will observe, by referring tc the list of" land 
entries," that a few tracts of land were purchased in the 
township in the fall of 1835. Settlements had been estab- 
lished in all adjoining townships some four or five years 
previous to the latter date. But the heavy timber growth 
which covered all its surface, except some three hundred 
acres of openings on sections 26 and 27, or " Shook's 
Prairie," seems to have deterred very early settlements in 
township 5 south, range 5 west. And the smoke from 
the rude fireplace of the first log cabin did not ascend 
above the tops of the gigantic trees which surrounded it, 
until the spring of 1836. Caleb Wilcox, the first settler, 
came fiom Wayne Co., N. Y., and settled upon section 2. 
He did not purchase his land of the government, but, it is 
supposed, of John Rcdfield. After a residence of some 
two or three years he sold out to Charles C. Hayes, and 
removed from the township. 

Jacob Shook, Jr., and Robert Wood, also from Wayne 
Co,, N. Y,, settled in the southeast part, a few days later 
than Wilcox. Both of them had visited the township in 
the fall of 1835, and each had purchased large tracts of 
the choicest land. Mr. Wood, the brother of Solomon and 
Richard S,, both well-known pioneers of Quincy and But- 
ler, remained here until 1839, when, having sold out his 
land interests to John T. Wisner and S. L. Willmer, he 
removed farther West, and is now a resident of St. Louis, 
Mo. 

Jacob Shook, aged eighty-six years, a veteran of the war 
of 1812, still resides in the township in which he settled 
forty-three years ago. For many years he was one of the 
most prominent men in Butler, and as highway commis- 
sioner, assessor, supervisor, and county judge, has served 
his constituents worthily in all these capacities. He owned 
at one time 800 acres, and the locality known as " Shook's 
Prairie" derived its name from him. In the fall of 1836 
he was joined 1 ere by h s father, Jacob Shook, Sr., a 
soldier of the Rev lut on A year or so later the elder 
Shook met with a pa nfui de th by the accidental dischai^e 
of a rifle, which was set by 1 m (Shook, Sr.) for the pur- 
pose of killing dee Th w he first death to occur in 
the settlement. 

George Lookwood, a native of Dutchess Co., N, Y., at 
an early age settled with his father's family in Wayne 
County of the same State. In November, 1836, he arrived 
in this township, purchased 120 acres of land of Robert 
Wood, and engaged to pay for ihe same by i£>?V^'y('*yi>| f 
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certain amount of money and working two years for Wood 
at farm labor. At the expiration of fifteen months Wood 
sold out hiB lands and other interests, together with Lock- 
wood's unexpired time, to Wisner & Willmer, for whom 
Mr. Lockwood finished his contract. Mr. Lockwood now 
resides on the fine farm ihoB purchased. His present 
residence, the first stone dwelling-house erected in the 
township, was built in 1836. He married Miss Louisa 
A. Riee in February, 1839, — theirs being the second mar- 
riage celebrated in Butler township. 

Nov. 26, 1835, Solander Rossman purchased lands of 
the government situated upon sections 11 and 12, and, late 
in the fall of 1836, became a resident of Butler (then 
Girard township). 

Isaac Rossman, the father of Thomas J., Solander, and 
William, came from VerDiont and settled in Sterling, Cay- 
uga Co., N. Y., in 1815. In 1832, the brothers, Thomas 
J. and Solander, settled in Homer, Calhoun Co., Mich., 
and were joined there in ISiiii by their father and brother 
William. Thomas J. became a resident of Butler in the 
spring of 1837, and his father (Isaac) and younger brother 
(WiUiam) in 1839. 

Henry S, Lampman, a native of Greenville, Green Co,, 
N.Y., was bornin 1810. In 1816 his father's family settled 
in Danby, Tompkins Co., N. Y., and there suffered all the 
privations in common with other families in that region 
duriog the summer following the cold season of 1816. 
After a residence of eleven years in Tompkins County, the 
family returned to Green Co., N. Y. 

On the 13th day of October, 1831, Mr. Lampman left 
his home in Green County, and by boat proceeded up the 
Hudson River to Albany, thence by railroad to Schenectady, 
riding 00 the first twelve miles of railroad constructed in 
the United States. From Schenectady he traveled via the 
Erie Canal to Buffalo, which he purposed as the farthest 
limit of his journey. But meeting with some congenial 
spirits in the latter city, who were traveling to Detroit, be 
was induced to accompany them to that city by a lake 
steamer. From Detroit he walked to Kalamazoo County, 
and worked at lumbering during the winter of 1831-3± 
In the spring of 1832 he went to Washtenaw County and 
worked at briek-mikmg for one year and here hi, maiiied 
Miss Huldah Bonner, of the latter county 

During the sprmg of 1833, Mr Lampman mjde a lour 
ney to Chicago, whi(,h he sa^i then contamed but three 
framed houses, and he there m-ide the bricks for the first 
brick house ever erected m Cbica:;o In the fall ol the 
same year he returned to Homer Cilhoun Co where he 
remained until December, 1836, when he settled m Butler 
He purchased 80 a<.res upon section 14, whii^h he has 
cleared and brought up to its present fine state of cultiva- 
tion, and upon which he at present resides. Mr. Lampman 
was elected a highway commissioner at the first township- 
meeting, and has served with honor in other official capaci- 
ties since that time. 

At the time of Mr. Lampman 's settlement, the only 
families then residing in the township were those of Caleb 
Wilooa, Jacob Shook, Jr., Robert Wood, and Solander 
Rossman. Eider David Lindsay, from Onondaga Co., 
N, Y., had visited the township in the spring of 1836, 



purchased lands situated upon sections 14 and 15, and, with 
the assistance of neighbors who resided in Homer, had rolled 
up the body of a 1*^ house, but he did not settle with his 
family until in the spring of 1837. 

Daniel Shook — a brother of Jacob — and Aaron Arm- 
strong came from Wayne Co., N. Y., in the spring of 1837, 
and settled in the southeast part of the township. 

Jesse Bowen, from Herkimer Co., N. Y., became a resi- 
dent in 1837. He was a prominent citizen, and served his 
townsmen many years assupervisor and justice of the peace. 
Others who settled during the years 1837, 1838, and 
1839 were Milo White, upon section 20 ; Charles C. Hays, 
section 2 ; Ira Sheldon, from Calhoun County,— he was the 
first cooper, and located upon section 6 ; Ira Dennis, from 
Lenawee County, also located upon section 6 ; David Law- 
rence and Richard D. Decker, brothers, from Orleans Co., 
N. Y., settled upon section 9 ; Benjamin Lyman and Alan- 
son Bf^ers, from Calhoun Co., Mich. ; Lyman Pulnam, 
who settled upon section 3 ; John S. Heath, from Calhoun 
Co., Mich., section 10; John Hart, from Hillsdale County, 
section 15 ; Charles Kennedy, from Madison Co., N. Y. ; 
Dan Casey, on section 23 ; John T,, Asa R., and Charles 
M. Wisner, from Oakland Co., Mich., all settled in the 
southeaslcrn part of the township. John was a large land- 
owner. Asa was the first township clerk. He married 
Miss Emily Bills in 1838, which was the first marriage in 
the settlement. It is related that Miss Bills was the only 
marriageable young lady in the neighborhood at that period, 
Charles M. Wisner was the first school-teacher, S. L. 
Wilmer, Ellis S, TUIson, Richard 8. Wood, Tyler 1 
Whort«r (who was county surveyor in 1845), William 
Deyoe, Allen Purdy, Benjamin MoVey, and Merrill Mi 
house were also located in the township within the time 
before mentioned. 

Merrill Morehouse built the fiist framed house, and 
Alvin Bowen the first brick house. Solander Rossman 
the first framed barn. The first saw-mill was erected by 
Nathaniel Knowlcs about 1849. Lyman Calkins built a 
saw- and gi'ist-mill at Herrickville, in 1858. David Lind- 
say kept the first store at Whig Centre, in 1843. William 
Demming and John Steele were also early merchants. 
The early settlers and their families during sickness were 
attended by Dr. Clemens, of Allen's Prairie. Dr. Jacob 
Welpers was the first physician to reside in the township. 

John Lampman became a resident in 1841, and in 1848 
Abraham P. Lampman, accompanied by his sons Epenetus, 
Luman, and Ambrose, came in from Greenville, Green Co., 
N. Y., settling in the south part of the township. 

For names of many other early settlers, the reader is 
respectfully referred to the accompanying list of pioneers. 

THE PIONEERS OF BUTI.ER, 

The following is an alphabetical list of the early settlers 
of Butler township, which includes the name of nearly 
every man who became a resident tax-payer prior to 1846, 
and of some who settled a few years later ; 
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Buroh, Jftflob 0. 


Mount, Nathan. 


of range number live west, be and the same is hereby set otf and or- 


Bennelt, Hiram H. 


McVey, Benjamin J. 


ganized into a separate township by the name of Butler; and the 


Bowers, Charlsa E. 


Newton, Timothy M. 




Bnrch, Jooathan. 


Needham, William. 






Nichols, S. 




Crnndall, Phineae. 


Norris, Jacob. 


At the time the township was oi^anized, ils territory 


Crandall, Thomaf . 


Purdy, Allen. 


contained a voting population of but about twenty voters. 


Crandall, John. 
Calkins, H. R. 


Pardee, George D. 


A majority of them were from Butler, Wayne Co., N. Y. ; 


CftlkLne, MiiBes V. 


Patterson, David. 


and at a preliroiiiary meeting they decided by ballot to 


Calkins, B. II. 


Pennoek, Henry II. 


name the new township Butler, in remembrance of their 


Clark, C. P. 


Pebbles, Henry W. 


old home in the latter State. 


Collar, Hugh. 
Copland, I. 


Ros^man, Solander. 
Bossman, Thomas J. 


Firsl IhwHship Election.— At a meeting of the inhab- 


DeBnis, Ira. 


Rngeri. Benjamin A. 


itants of the township of Butler, held at the dwelling-house 


Demming. William. 


Rogers, Hiram. 


of David Lindsay, April 2, 1838, for the purpose of electing 


Deeker, David. 


Rogers, B. 


township officers, John T. Wisner and Jesse Bowen were 


Decker, Lanrence. 
Decker, Richard D. 


Rogers, Kelson. 
Rogers, Lyman. 


chosen Judges of the Election, Asa R. Wisiier, Clerk, and 


Deyoe, William P. 


Roger-, Alanson. 


Tyler McWhorter, Assistant Clefk. The officer elected 


Dajton, Amon. 


Rerlfleld, John. 


were as follows : David Lindsay, Supervisor ; Asa R. Wis- 


Dolph, Siiinej H. 


Rogers, Seth. 


ner, Township Clerk ; Jacob Shook, Jesse Bowen, and T. 


Deyoe, Jaoob. 
Day, Chauii<.'Gy. 


Koteoranti, R. 
Bicbardeon, George W. 


Jefferson Kossman, Assessors; Charles M. Wisner, Col- 


Dolph, D. 


Kossman, William. 


lector; David Lindsay, Jesse Bowen, Tyler McWhorter, 


Day, Abram. 


<!hook, Jaoob. 


and Solander Bossman, Justices of the Peace; Charles M, 


Evens, Charles. 


Shook, Daniel. 


Wisner, Constable; Jacob Shook, John T. Wisner, and 


Evens, Thomas P. 
Edwards, Thomas J. 


Swart, B D. 
Sharp, John S. 


Henry S Lampman Highway Commissioners; Tyler Mc- 


Floyd, Richard U. 


Whorter Charles M Wianer and Daniel Shook, Inspectors 


Ford, Daniel S. 


Sheldon Ira. 




Fuller, Zina. 


Shelp, Henry. 


the Poor Jac b Shock Real Master 


Hayes, Charles C. 


Sherman, Porter. 




Heath, John S. 


Smith, Abram. 


EARL1 TOWNbUII LEGISLATION. 


Eager, John. 


Shelp, Parley M. 




Hager, Joseph. 


Shelp, Jobn 0. 


Wolf Bu lies— Atth anucl Towi ship-meeting, held 


Hopkins, A. C. 


Pnyder Jacob. 


in the Towu'^hij of Butler m (ho j ar a.d. 1844, voted 


Hart, John H. 
Hfldlock, Orsino. 


Sawyer, Thorn a». 
Simmons, T. 


and earned th.l the Townnhip if Butler will pay three 


Hopkins, Timothy A. 


Steele, John. 


dollars foi ever full ^rt-wn woolf s hedd -tnd ears entire on, 


Howe, Charles. 


Thompson, Isa.^c. 


and one dollar and fifty cents ffr every Whelp or hall- 


Haight, I. 


TillEon Ellis S. 

Turner, E. 

Van Uieseu, Thomas J. 


grown woolf caught by an inhabitant of said Township. 


Hager, D. D. 


" Mo\ed fe Lamed th'it there be nine Dollars Raised in 


Hoiie, Or(on. 


\anGieaen, Henry. 


the Township of butler fir the year * i>. 1844, ibr the 


James, B.F. 


Wilcon, Caleb. 


purpose of pajing a bounty n W olves 


Joslyn, John W. 


Wood, Robert. 


iMucattonaL—Aipn\ b, 184b, it was ■' voted and carried 
to Rdse 50 cents per Hedd for every child over four and 


Kennedy, Charles. 
Lindsay, David. 


Wood, Richard P. 
Wisner, John T. 




Wisncr, Asa R. 


under eighteen years of age in the Township of Butler." 


Lookwood, (Jeorge. 


Wisner, Cfaarlea M. 




Langdon, George. 


Weaver, Daniel. 


TOWNSHIP OFFICERS. 


Lampman, Epenetus. 


White, Milo. 
Weatherwas, John T. 


The following is a list of the principal township officers 




Warren, Alanson D. 


from 1839 to 1878, inclusive: 


Lumpman, John. 


Warner, George V. 


Supervisois. Town Clerks. Treasurer. 


Lewis, r. 


Williams, Emmor. 


I9W. David Lindsay. Asa R. Wisner. Thoe. J. Rossman. 


Lindsay, Blisha. 


Willmer, S. L. 


1841). Alanson D. Warren. " " Daniel Shook. 


Lindsay, Joel. 


Weller, Linus. 


1841. David Decker. T. J. Van Giesen. 


Lafferty, I. 


Weller, W. H. 


1812. Jacob Shook. Asa R. Wisner. 


McWhorter, Tyler. 


Warren, W. L. 


1S43. Jesse Bowen. T. J. Van Giesen. Lawrence Decker. 


Morehonse, Merrill. 


Warren. Ira S. 


1844. Jacob Shook. 


Mcintosh, Dunciin. 


Weloh, Hugh. 




Mead, Philander. 


Weatherwnx, Josepli. 


1846. " " " " 


Mann, Stephen. 


Wright, Obed W. 


1847. Jesse Bowen. 


Manefield, P. 


Woolever . 


1849. Jacob Shook. 

1849. " " Epenetus Lampman. 


CIVIL I 


ISTORY. 


1830. " " T. J. Van Giesen. 


The Senate and House of 


Represetitatives of the State 


1851. Moses V. Calkins. Charles E. Bowers." 

1852. " " " " Henry S. Lampman. 


of Michigan, by an act apprc 


ved March 6, 1838, erected 


1853. Jesse Bowen. R. U. Floyd. " " 


Butler from Girard township, 


as follows : 


1854. " " Jos. M. Aleirander. 

ISiS, IMoses V. Calkins. Charles E. Bowers. Dwight L, Buibanti. 


■'A,T No. 22, ,,.,,-.,„ 21. All t 


at jp.irt of tiic county oC Urimch 


IS5fi. " '■ '■ 


ik'signntLd ill the United Sutes sur 


ey us township number hvo south 


'■^"- " ■' " ,,:■.....,( .1-^nal 
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Town OlmkB. Tr«snri.r>. 


HIGHWAY COMMISSION RnS. 


UjS. Muees V. Calkiua. 


Charles E. Bowers. 0. H. Hadlock. 




1861) 


J....B..... 


R. U. Floyd. Jay Taylor. 
Moses V. Calkina. " 


1839. Henrys. Lampman. 
David Decker. 


1853. Milo White. 


1861 


Moses V. Calkins. 


Charles 


W Bennett " 


Richard S. Wood. 


1854. John Hager. 


1882 




R. U. Flovd. 


1340. Jacob Shook. 


1856. L. B. Ramsdell. 










David Decker. 


1857. William Rossman. 


1364 






Henry S. Lampman. 


1858. W. R. Ki'.-on 


1864 


RuriillaH. Calkins 






1841. Jacob Shook, 


F. H. Ross 








Job. a. Weatherwax. 




1859. Lorenzo D Ram-lell 


1865 


u 


Daniel 




David Decker. 


1860. Dwight L Burbank 


1B6T 


iK " 


Ira 8. Lamnman. A. B. La Pleur. 


1843, Henry S. Lampman. 


1861. Charles E B wers 






B. 0. M 




Thomas I. Edwards. 


1882. Lawrente Decker 


1869 


Moses V, Calkins. 


,. " 


George Lookwood. 


0. W. Wnght 


1870 


A. A. Van Orthwick 








1863. Dwight L Burbank 


18Ji 




John W. Henrv. Joseph A. Bowen. 


John Hager. 


1864. Harlow Alliums 










George Lock wood. 


1865. Thomaal Edwirls 


I8J3 


Barzilla H. Calkin 


.. 


Horace B. Powers, 


1845, T.J. Rossman. 


Romant Lake 


1874 


A.A.VanOrthwiok 


Thoma 


Sinclair. " " 




William H Ttylor 




Bradley 0. Moore. 




J. E. Mooro. 


John Hager. 


1868. Dwight L Burbank 


1876 


John M. Davids. 


A.W.Eaton. 


184ti, Dunean Molntosh. 


1S68. Thomas P Eian" 


1677 


Bradley 0. Moore. 






T. J. Rossman. 


1869. Dwight L Burbank 




John M. Davids. 


Thorn* 


Sinclair. 


John Hager. 


1870. Hiram Bnrlison 








1847, Milo White. 


1371. Lawrence Decker. 








Ira S. Lampman. 


1872. Edward W. Perry. 








Benjamin A. Rogers. 


John O'Neil. 


1S3B Charles C. HavoB. 




1861. Jesse Bowen. 


1348. B. A. Rogers. 


1873, Edward W. Perry. 


184S 


David Decker. 




Joel D. Lindsay. 


Milo White. 


1871. Lawrence Decker. 




Daniel Shook. 




1862. H, B. Powers. 


John Lampraan. 


1875. Edward W. Perry. 




Timothy M. NbhW 




M.M. Fox. 


1849. Dunean Mcintosh. 


1876. JohnBignold. 


1845 








1850. Daniel Shook. 


1877. Aaron A. Van Orthwick. 


1346 


Hiram H. Beniietf 




1863. Moses Hoskins. 


1851. John Hager. 


1878. Daniel Clark. 




David Decker. 




Francis H. Ross. 




1847 


Hiram II. Bennett 




1864. John M. Davids. 


WAR LEGISLATION, 


1840 


Charles E. Bowers 
Abraham P. Lamp 




1885. Ira S. Larapman. 
1868. Horace B. Powers. 


" Vu (i, r.,w»ibip Board of the Township of Buihr : We the under- 






J. Pardee. 


signed, electors of the township of Butler, respectfully request the 




David Decker. 




1868. L. B. Ramsdell. 


Township Board tfl call a special lown-meeting, for the purpose of 


1851 


G. R. Culver. 




136a. John M. Davids. 


voting on the subject of raising a tBJi for the payment of a bounty to 


1353 






Daniel Dresser. 








1870. Horaee B, Powers. 


liam H. Hager, Horace Curtis, SylvesUr Rogers, Levi Curtis, Jr., 


Ira All«n. 
1854. Mosea V. Calkins. 




IS7I. Cornelius Denham. 


Henry Curtis, William Willse, Josiah McDonald, Daniel Clark, How- 




Jacob J. Bush. 








1872. Moses V. Calkins. 


E. Willse, William Rogers, Stephen Mann, R. Lake. 


Horace B. Powers . 




Henry S. Dclamater. 
187.^. John M. David. 




Gardner Herriek. 




made by twelve or more electors of said township, ilo hereby order 


1858. RiQhard U. I'lojd. 
1857. Uunsaa Molntoah. 




1874. Horace B. Powers. 


that a special town ship -meeting he held for the purpose of voting on 




Homer Moore. 




1858. Jesse Bow en. 




Charles White. 


enlist and be credited to said township of Butler. The said spcoiiil 


1859. Horaee B. Powsrs. 




1875. M. T. Lucas. 


meeting to beheld on Thursday, the 19th day of January, 1865. Given 






1876. 0. D. Curtis. 


under our hands this 9th day of January, 1865. 


John M. Davids, 




1377. John M. Davids. 


" B. H. CALKm, ) 


ISfiO. Richard U. Floyd. 




18J8. Wallace Allen. 


■■ H. B. Powers, \ Twp. Hoo.d." 


Torrence C. Dorj. 






"Iha L. Lanpnan, ) 

At this meeting 85 votea were cast in fayor of bounty 


1839. Jesse Bowen. 

Thomas J. Rosaina 




1845. Joseph Hager. 
Channcey l>ay. 


and 26 votes against boUDtj. It is unknown how much 
money was raised at this period for the payment of bounties. 


Charles 0. Hayes. 




1846. Joseph Hager. 


Feb. 24, 18t)4, $1600 was paid to volunt«era. 


1340. John Lampman. 




Hiram M Bennett 




B. D. Swart. 




1847. Duncan Mcintosh 


STATISTICAL— 1839 Vs. 1874. 


Mi)o While. 








1841. Charles 0. Hayes. 




1848. Charles (. Hayes 


The following is a complete list of those assessed for taxes 


John Lump man. 




Richard U Hoy.l 


in 1839 : 


Charles Evens. 




1849. John T Weatherwas 




1842. John Hager. 
John T. Wealherw 

1843. Jesse Bonen. 




Charles C Haves 


Charles C. Hayes, section 2, 88 acres. 


.. 


1850. Joseph Hager 

Charles C Hayes 


Ira Sheldon, section 6, 70 acres. 
Ira Dennis, section 6, 80 acres. 


1844. Joseph Hager. 




1861. .Tohn T. Weathervrai 


David Decker, section 9, 160 acres. 


John T. Weatherw 


.. 


Joseph Hager.t 


Lyman Rogers, sections 2 and 3, 120 acres. 
Ljman Putnam, section 3, 80 aores. 








John S. Heath, section 10, ISO acres. 


• To fill vacancy. 






Henry S. Lampman, section 14, 80 acres, 2 o.ien, 1 cow. 


t Since the date last in 


ntioncil 


he supervisors have performed the 


Benjamin Rogers, section 15, 80 aares. 


duti 


a of aflseaeots. 






Thomas J. Rossman, seutiou 


i, m acres. ^-. | 



, lao acres. ^--. | 

HosiedbyLiOO'^IC 





DAVID llNSDAY. 



jURS, DAVID LlNSDAY 




Residence of LUCinda R.unsDAY, butler. Bmnch Co,,Mich. 



yLjOOgIC 



y Google 
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David Lindsny, sections 14 nnd 15, 150 acres, 2 

Joha Hart, section la, 10 aorea. 

Charles Kannedj, section 15, 40 acres. 

Milu White, sectiuns 19 and 20, ISO acres. 

A Ian son Rogers, section 22, 80 acres. 

Dan Caser, section 23, 8S acres. 

Charles M. and Asa R. Wisner, section 24, 80 ai 

DRdle] Shook, section 26, 160 acres. 

8. L. Willmer, section 25, SO acres. 

Ellis S. TillBon, saetion 25, 40 acres. 

John T. Wisner, aections 25, 26, 35, and ,16, 500 

Richard S. Wood, section .S4, SO acres. 

Tjler McWhorter, section 35, 100 acres. 

George lockwood, section 36, 120 aorea. 

William P. Dejoe, section 34, 40 acrea. 

Allen Purdy, seotion 34, SO acres. 

Merrill Morehouse, seotion 35, 80 acres. 

Jesse Bowen, section 36, 200 acres. 



Jacob Shook, secti 01 



id 27, 480 m 



eat growing, June," 1374.'.'^ 
harvested in 1873 



Bushels of wheat " " .. 

" other grains harvested i 

" potatoes " 

Tons of hay " 

Pounds of wool sheared in 1S73.. 



1873 14,000 



■ 1873 125.220 



fruit dried for market in 

lis of cider made in ISTS 

ds of maple-sagar made in 18i 

linfruiUin 1873 

1 of fruits and vegetables sold 
js over one year old in 1874. . 



1873 25,113 







Cattle over one year old, othe 


than 


xen and milch 




























Value of prodncts 



The first school-Iiouse was built upon Shuok's Prairie in 
1838. Charles M. Wisner was the first teacher, and taught 
in the Bchool-houso mentioned during the winter of 1838- 
39. Miss Rhoda Hewett, of Quincy, taught school in the 
same house during the following summer. Two or three 
more Ic^ aehool-houses were erected soon after ; but schools 
and school reports did not flourish to any extent until 
within a very recent period. 

From a school report, for the year ending Sept, 2, 1878", 
are taken the following statistics i Number of districts, 7 ; 
frame school-houses, 5 ; stone, 2 ; seating capacity of, 380. 
Value of school property, $3700. Children of school age, 
388 ; attending school during the year, 371. Male teachers 
employed during the year, 4 ; female, 10. Months taught 
by male teachere, 12; by female, 39. Paid to male teachers, 
$420; to female, $581. 

/^ecei/j^s.— Total resources from moneys on hand Sept. 
a, 1877, two-mill tax, priiuary-school fund, tuition of non- 
39 



resident scholars, district taxes for all purposes, and from 
other sources, $1580.95. 

Expenditures. — Teachers' wages, $1001 ; repairs of 
school buildings, 886,50 ; all other purposes, $276. 
Amount on hand, Sept. 2, 1878, $184,11. 

MASONIC. 

Butler Lodge, No 88, F. and A. M., was ot^anized 
under a dispensation from the Giitud Master in 1855, and 
iraroediatciy commenced work as a Masonic lodge. The 
hall first occupied was situated over Gardner Herrick's 
store, Herrickville, In the dispen.sation, Bro. Gardner 
Herrick was named as Woi'shipful Master, Bro. Peter 
Swart, Senior Warden, and Bro. Milo Cragin, Junior 
Warden. 

The first election of officers was held December 19, 
1855, which resulted as follows: Gardner Herrick, W. M. 
Peter Swart, S. W. ; Miles Warren, J. W. ; Lawrence 
Decker, See. ; David Lindsay, Treas. ; Alonzo Mead, S. 
D. ; Geoi^e W. Elmore, J. D ; Jotham ti, Casey, Tyler ; 
Frederick Herrick, Steward. 

The lodge received its charter in 1857. Bro. Gardner 
Herrick was continued as master of the lodge until 1859, 
when, in consequence of his removal from the township, 
Bro. Peter Smart was elected master. He was succeeded 
by Bro. Miles Warren, who was master in 1860. 

At the election of officers in December, 18G0, Bro. Ai 
brosc Lampman was elected worshipful master, and was i 
elected, and filled the office continuously until 1873, when, 
declining to serve longer, John C. Hager was elected 
ter, and served for a period of eighteen months ; 
Ambrose Lampman was then again elected master, and has 
been continued as such to the present time. 

In 1867 the lodge was incorporated, and purchased the 
building occupied, also a lot in Herrickville. The building 
was removed to the lot, ai 
in repairing and fiirnishi 
1875, and in 1877, 
lodge purchased a 
caused to 
stories in height. 



iderable money espended 
liis property was sold in 
with Butler Grange, the 
the centre of the township, and 
upon it a hal! 20 by 40 feet, two 
It cost about $1000. The upper story 
is owned by the Masonic lodge, the lower by the Grange ' 
society. 

Regular com muni cations are held Wednesday evenings, 
on or before the full moon in each month. 

Present Officers. — -Ambrose Lampman, W. M. ; John 
C. Hager, S. W. ; Eowland McDonald, J. W. ; Charles ' 
Bogue, Sec. ; Horace B. Powers, Treas. ; Samuel R. Van- 
dekarr, S. D. ; Madison T. Lucas, J. D. ; Silas C. Purdy, 
Tyler. 

PATRONS OF HUSBANDRY. 

Butler Grange, No. 88, Patrons of Hasbiindry, was 
oi^anized Oct. 10, 1873, with Ambrose Lampman and 
wife, A. W. Eaton and wife, John W. Rogers and wife, 
William I, Farwell and wife, Walter R. Kesson and wife, 
Ezra Lott and wife. Theater H. Cook and wife, Charles D. 
Kennedy and wife, Horace G. Mcintosh and wife, Nathan 
B. Dresser and wife, Edward W. Perry and wife, Orval P. 
Geer, and Miss Maggie Ilainey as the charter members. | 

Thester H. Cook was elected Master, VndCAw)^ [C 



306 



HISTORY OF BRANCH COUNTY, MICHIGAN. 



Jjampmau, Secretary. They were continued in the same 
offices until 1876, when Ambrose Lampman was elected 
Maater, and A. W, Eaton, Secretary. Puring the years 
1877 and 1878, Thester H. Cook served as Master and 
Ambrose Lampmaa as Secretary. 

Ojgicers/or 1879.— John M. David, Worthy Maater; 
Charlea H. Chase, Overseer; Charles D. Kennedy, Lec- 
turer ; Theater H. Cook, Steward ; Thomas P. Evens, 
As«t. Steward ; Mrs. John M. David, Chaplain ; William 
I. Farwell, Treas. ; Nathan B. Dresser, Sec. ; Walt«r R. 
Kesson, Gatekeeper; Mrs. Braeretta Warren, Ceres; Mrs. 
Charles H. Chase, Pomona ; Mra. Ira V. Kesaon, Flora ; 
Mrs. Charles D. Keiitiedy, Stewardess. 

Until the completion of their new hall in 1877, the 
grange meetings were held in the town-hall, which is situ- 
ated one-half south of the centre of the township. 

RELIGIOUS SOCIETtBS. 

The Methodists were the first to hold meetings and to 
organise a religious society in the township. As early as 
1838, Reverends John H. Pitzel, William H. Penfield, and 
James Cliabe preached in the school-house on Shock's 
Prairie.* Among the members of the first class in Meth- 
odism formed here were Jacob Shook and his wife Polly, 
Mrs. Aaron Armstrong, William P. Deyoe and wife, Daniel 
Shook, John T. Wisner and wife, and Henry Shelp. 

During the past forty years reiigioua societies of different 
denominations have had their rise and fall in the township. 
The latter result caused mainly by dissensions among them- 
selves and their antagonisni to the progressive spirit of the 
(^. About 1854 the Baptists erected a church edifice at 
Dajbuig, — the first and only house of worship ever built in 
the township, — and for a brief period they were strong in 
numbers and seemingly prosperous. But at the present 
time not a vestige of the society can he found. 

The church edifice, which will seat about 200 persona, 
still remains. It is contemplated to repair it thoroughly 
and use it as a union church, open to all religi 
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, BAPTIST CHURCH. 



The first society of this church v/as organized at the 
school-house in Butler Centre, April 10 and il, 1858, by 
a council of ministers and delegates from surrounding 
churches, represented by R«vs. F. P. and 0. D. Angier, of 
Hillsdale; H. Cook and 11. B. Hayes, from Cook's Prairie; 

Edwin Bosecrantz, from the Clarendon church ; and 

Warner, from the Litehfield church. 

The first members were as follows ; Gardner Herrick, 
Louisa L, Herrick, Stewart Wilcox, Mrs. WilcoKj John 
Bualey, Anna Bualey, William Rogers, Elanor Rogers, S. 
V. Pierce, John Hall, Cynthia Wood, Barbary Percopine, 
Mahala Starkweather, Harriet Floyd, Caroline E, Brown, 
and Mahala Warren. This organization maintained an ex- 
iatence until about 1861 or 1862, when it died out. 

The preaent society was oi^anized at the school-house in 
Whig Centre, Sept. 7, 1867. Keve. Elijah Cook, John 



« Rev. Ira Bonner, a Christian, aim |>ruachod hen 
early day, in Jolin Hurt's log hiinse, nnii, it ia claimed, \ 
]i reach er. 



Ashley, Bro. John Blake, and Father West composed the 
council ; Rev. E. Cook presided' as moderator. Rev, John 
Ashley as clerk. Upon inquiry, it was ascertained that 
eight brothers and ten sisters desired to go into the oi^ani- 
zation, and Rev. E. Cook extended the right hand of fel- 
lowship. The society then adopted the name of " The 
First Free-Will Baptiat Church of Butler." John Bualey 
was chosen Deacon; M. R, Thompson, Clerk; William 
Vioory, Treas. ; and Rev. John Ashley, Pastor. 

The members of this organization were William Vieory, 
S. V. Pierce, M. R. Thompson, Richard Storms, Benjamin 
Abrams, 8, WJleox, D. M. Casey, J. W. Rogers, A. J. 
Macomb, Thomas J. Rosaman, William Rosaman, M. T, 
Lucas, 0. Coleman, Nathan Ilaight, Anna Bualey, Ange- 
line Vieory, Ann M. Storms, Harriet Wilcox, Elizabeth 
Abrams, Eliza Casey, Ezra Rogers, Polly Rossman, Adel- 
phia Rossman, Eunice Thompaon, Meliasa Van Giesen, 
Laura Ford, Mary Lucas, Sarah Haight, Flora Carmichael, 
■ Jordan, and Mary J. Cory. 

Since Mr. Ashley, Reva. Boynton, Enaign, Holt, Dick- 
inson, Marshall, Caville, and Limbocker have successively 
assumed the pastorate of this church. No pastor at the 
present time. Present membership, 50 ; pupils in Sabbath- 
school, 40 ; John A. Lampman, Sunday-school superin- 
tendent. 

The Methodiat Episcopal and other religious denomina- 
tions, hold meetings in school-houaea in varioua parte of the 
township, but we have no data concerning them. 

Our thanka are due to Henry S. Lampman, Jacob Shook, 
George Lockwood, William Rossman, Richard D. Decker, 
Peter Shook, Ambroae Lampman, and many others, for their 
uniform kindness and courtesy, and the valuable informa- 
tion received from them. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

DAVID LINSDAY. 
The ancestors of David Linsday were among the early 
English settlers of Massachusetts. As early as 1790, 
Isaac Linsday, the father of David, euiigrated to Onondaga 
Co., N. Y,, and settled at Camillus. He erected the first 
frame bouse in that locality, kept the first tavern in Camil- 
lus, and died at an advanced age. His son David was the 
youngest of seven children, and was born at Camillus on 
April 30, 1803. He was reared a farmer, received a good 
common-school education, and at the age of nineteen was 
united in marriage to Miss Anna Dayton, of the aanie place. 
Soon after his marriage he removed to Hastings, Oswego 
Co., where he built a aaw-mill, and was engaged in the 
lumber buainess at that place for ten years. In 1826 his 
wife died, leaving him with three young children,— named 
Joel D., James B., and Susan, who died in infancy. Oct, 
14, 1827, he was married to Miss Lucinda K. Kennedy. 
In the winter of 1836 he made a visit to Michigan in quest 
of a location for a home. He purchased one hundred and 
sixty acres of government laud i 
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Butler, Branch Co., uiadu a small uleuritig, urcuU^d the buily 
of a log house, returned to New York, and in the fall of 
the same year moved his family and settled on his new form. 
For some years before leaving New York he had been in 
the habit of preaching at various places to the sect known 
as Christians, and after his settleiaent in Butler he Iield 
himself in readiness for all calls of that nature. He 
preached tlie first funeral sermon, married the first couple, 
was tbe first justice of the peace, and the first supervisor in 
the township of Butler. The first town-meeting held in 
Butler was at his house, at which there were fourteen 
voters. He was magistrate for a number of years. 

In those days he was known as a Whig, but on the dis- 
ruption of that party and the organization of the Republican 
party he became a staunch adherent of the latter. He con- 
tinued all his life a ftrmer-preaoher, acknowledging no 
creed, but " taking the Bible as the man of his counsel," and 
its precepts as the rule and guide of his conduct in all his 
transactions with miiiikind. By his second union he was 
the father of five children, named Anna K., Minerva 1)., 



Achsah v., John K., and Tyler H. Of these, Anna and 
Minerva alone are living. Anna is the wife of Horace 
Powers, and resides on their farm in Butler. Minerva is 
the widow of Charles E. Bowers, who, in the great Rebel- 
lion, was a Union soldier. On the march of his command 
through Georgia he was taken ill, became exhausted, and 
fell out of the ranks. He was supposed to be dead, and 
the pain and anguish of the widowed and orphaned hearts 
at home were augmented by the uncertainty of his fete. 

After eleven long years of uncertainty it was ascertained, 
by letters from the Southern lady who found him in a dying 
condition, that he was cared for and kindly nursed until his 
death. The old pioneer preacher and farmer, David Linsday, 
died on the 24th day of March, 186^, leaving his widow 
the old home-farm, and in good, comfortable circumstances. 
The venerable lady resides with her daughter, Mrs. Bowers, 
in Butler, To the relatives and friends, and the patrons of 
this work, we dedicate this brief notice of old Father and 
Mother Linsday, and on another page is presented the por- 
traifrS and a view of the old home of this old pioneer couple. 





OllAllLES E. BOWtl S 
Henry Bowers, the father of our huljeet emigrated 
from New Hampshire and settled at balem \\ ashtenaw 
Co., Mich,, where he died in 1878 at the age of eighty 
years. His widow is still living, at the age of seventy-eight 
years. They were the parents of sis children, named Eliza- 
beth, Charles B., John S., Caroline, Hudson, and Viola. 
Charles E. was born on the 28th day of March, 1826. His 
boyhood was spent in obtaining a fair education and in farm 
labor, In after-years he was engaged in teaching district 
school in the winter season, and in working at farming in 
the summer. 

He taught several terms in Washtenaw County, and 
afterwards in Branch County. In 1847 he settled on 
eighty acres of wild land in the township of Butler. He 
erected a small frame house, and improved his lands during 
the summer and taught school in the winter for a number 
of years. He became attached to one of his pupils, Miss 



Minerva D. Linsday, daughter of the old pioneer preacher 
of Butler, and they were united in raairiage Jan 1, 1852. 
Mr, Bowers was a nnn of muoh lonsideration, and highly 
respected and esteemed by his fellow townsmen, who mani- 
fested their confidence in his ability and worth by keeping 
him for many years in an official position in his town, such 
as inspector of schools, clerk, supervisor, etc. In 1864 he 
entered the army, and, on the " March to the Sea," strayed 
from his command, and for eleven long years his fate was 
unknown by his sorrowing widow and friends at home. 
But, after years of uncertainty, the full history of his sad 
death was revealed. He became sick and exhausted oq 
the march through Geor^, and, delirious with fever, wan- 
dered away from his comrades. He was found by some 
people in almost a dying condition, and was taken to the 
house of Mrs. Bryson, the wife of a Confederate soldier. 
This kind lady procured a doctor and nursed him until his 
death, which occurred in November, '. 
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Bryson the address of his family in Michigan, but, owing 
to some mistake in the name, the several letters she wrote 
to Mrs. Bowers never came to hand and in ^fter years, by 
advertising in the Detroit papers, the whole sad story came 
to light. He was buried in the cemettry at Conyers, Ga., 
but was afterwards removed to the National Soldiers' Cem- 
etery at Marietta, Ga. 

At the time he entered the army he left his wife and 
one son, named Don Ju:in. Two weeks after his departure 
for the war his wife gave birth to a daughter, to whom 
she gave the name of Jane L. At the age of seven months 
the babe died, leaving the mother and little boy alone in 
the world. Mrs. Bowers still lives on the old home-farm, 
and is in comfortable eircumstances. Her son, who has 
grown up into an intelligent young man, lives at home 
with his mother, and old Mother Jjinsdaj is also an honored 
member of the family. 

The numerous friends and relatives will be pleased to 
find in this work the portraits of Charles E, Bowers and 
his esteemed widow. 



DWIOHT L. BURBANK. 
The ancestors of Mr. Burbank were among the early 
settlers of the Connecticut Valley. Joseph R. Burbank, 
the grandfather, was a millwright, and in early life was 
married to Esther Metcalf They were the parents of 
Boby, Lucius, George, Theodosia, and Clarissa. Lucius 
was born in Suffieid, Conn,, in 1798, and in his boyhood 
obtained a fair education. He engaged in selling stone- 
ware, which he delivered from a wagon at the town.s 
thioughout the country. In 1825 he was married to Miss 
Prisca Thwing. He continued in the stone-ware trade 
until 1830, when he removed to Geauga Co., Ohio, where 
he bought and settled on a farm. His death occurred Oct, 



b lS4t) it the a^e Df forty Light Hi'* venerable widow 
IS stiil living it the age of seventy seven years, and is an 
honored and chenshed member in the family of her son, 
Dwight They were (he parents of fin. children, named 
Jdwin, Dwight L , Hiram, Os(.ar, and Ciaris'w, who are at 
this time all living. 

Dwight L. was bom at Suffieid, Conn,, March 8, 1829. 
He was reared on a farm iu Geauga Co., Ohio, and ob- 
tained a good education in the English branches. When 
Dwight was seventeen years old his father died. He then 
b^an active life on his own account, and when he was 
twenty-one he came to Michigan, where he worked in a 
saw-mill and at teaming for two years. Then, with a part- 
ner, he bought and operated a steum saw-mill for one year. 
He then bought eighty acres of wild land in the township 
of Butler, about six miles north of the village of Quincy. 
April 22, 1853, he was married to Julia A., daughter of 
William Rogers, an old settler of Butler. He soon after 
built a log house, and was busy enough clearing and im- 
proving his land. In 1864 he entered the army, and served 
until the close of the war, when he was honorably discharged. 
He was in the 14th Michigan Infantry, participated in 
many battles and skirmishes, and was in Sherman's famous 
" March to the Sea." He was wounded in the arm at the 
fight of Silver Creek, N. C, He has been successful as a 
ftrmer, and has a finely-cultivated farm, with comfortable 
and convenient barn and out-buildings. 

Mr. Burbank and his esteemed wife have had three 
children, named Alvin, Albert R., and Frank. Alvin 
died at the age of seven years, and the others are at home 
with the parents. Mr. Burbank is a man of much con- 
sideration in his township, and has for many years held 
various local offices, such as clerk, commissioner, and treas- 
urer. On another page of this work may be found a view 
of his residence and farm-home. 
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This township, which lies directly south of Coldwater, 
is known as township 7 south, range 6 west, and has been 
described in a prominent county work as first settled by 
Parley Stockweil. Desiring to authenticate, if possible, 
this statement, the historian sought this venerable pioneer 
and stated the facte to him, but Mr. Stockweil, while claim- 
ing to have been an early resident, and done much to 
advance the iutereats of Ovid, disclaims the honor of being 
the first to break soil in the township, and suggests several 
names that beur date some years prior to his. He might 
with propriety be termed the first pioneer on section 16, a 
portion of which land he entered when it waa a vast wilder- 
ness, and where, during the few years of his residence, he 
witnessed the clearing of the country around him, the 
erection of comfortable houses, and the rapid march of 
improvement. 

The good residents of Ovid are not as eminent for anti- 
quarian pursuits as for hospitality and good cheer, therefore 
while the historian is always sure of a very good dinner 
and a very oordia! welcome, it is by no means certain that 
he will find an equal store of information awaiting him. 
The almost total loss of the township records will also pre- 
clude the possibility of giving so comprehensive a sketch 
as is desirable. Ovid was a vast stretch of uncleared timber 
land in 1834, and, as nearly as can be ascertained, Howard 
Bradley and Richard and Nelson Salsberry were the first 
settlers. One of the very earliest pioneers, who came in 

1834, states that Mr. Bradley's family, and those of the 
Salsberry's were the only ories in the township, and that 
they were living in an exceedingly primitive oondition, and 
subjected (o all the discomforts attending the early settler. 
Howard Bradley entered the southeast quarter of section 6 
and the northeast quarter of section 7. He evidently waa 
not greatly impressed with the charms of pioneer life in 
Grid, for very soon after he sold all his interest to Uriah 
Lockwood. The Salsberry brothers took up lands adjoin- 
ing, Uriah I^ockwood was at the time a considerable land- 
owner, having, in addition to the ground purchased irom 
Bradley, entered the northwest quarter of section 7, and 
the west half of the southwest quarter of section 6, in 

1835, controlling in all 560 acres. Mr. Lockwood was 
accompanied by his son Henry, who still survives, and is 
not only one of the pioneers, but one of the representative 
men of Ovid. On the fiirm purchased of Biiidley a log 
house had been erected, which Mr. Lockwood occupied. 
There was also a barn built of logs, and a stable for the 
cattle, which comprised all the improvement that had been 
made. Part of the timbered land had been cleared, and 
some traces of improvement were perceptible, hut Mr. 
Henry Lockwood describes their condition as one of almost 
absolute desolation after the departure of the Bradley 



family, having been in the midst of a vast wilderness, with 
no neighbors and hardly a trace of civilization about theni. 

From the little hamlet of Branch as far south as one 
cared to travel the territory was one unbroken stretch of 
wilderness, The Indian trail was the only guide to the 
traveler, and the bill of fare for the noonday meal was not 
so elaborate as to require much time in selection, though 
perhaps the rich saddles of venison might even tempt the 
palate of the modern epicure. A dish regarded as very 
inviting was made of green corn planed up or bruised, and 
baked into a sort of bread. This was not adopted so much 
for its attractive qualities as because it waa convenient. 
There were no grist-mills near by, and wheat was not as 
abundant as at present. At a later date, Mr. Lockwood 
built a plank honse, which superseded the one of logs he 
had occupied, and which was more commodious and con- 
venient. 

The following original entries of land embraced in the 
township of Ovid were made from the government : 

Willinm D. Po|>|)Ib, 160 aerea, May i, 183fi. 
Alanson Sumner dnd Stephen Cliirlt, 15T.12 ftotes. May 4, 1 8.H6. 
luhabod Wheaton, 80 aoies. May 2b, 1836. 
Dana Show, 157.36 aorea, Feb. 1, 1837. 
Alv» Kctohutu, eU acres, April 16, 1S61. 
Prentioo Burlinghaio, 151.74 aores, May 14, 1836. 
Henry Read, BO aorcs. May 35, 1836. 
Ilulbcrt Bead, 80 auras, May 2S, 1838. 
Silas Wilson, 80 acres, Feb. 1, 1337. 
Nathan Bates, 40 aore^, Feb. 16, 1837. 
Waynright Babbit, 78.18 acres, Oot. 29, 1850. 
Justin Lawyer, 120 B«rea, Feb. 11, 1354. 
Wm. Thomas QreeD, 80 acraa, July 20, 1835. 
ilenry T. Terry, 157.32 aorea, May 16, 183B. 
Henry T. Terry, 40 acres. May 16, 1836. 
John W. Fux, 79,57 acres, May 18, 1836. 
John W. Fox, 40 acres, May 18, 1836. 
John W. Foi, 80 aores. May 19, 1836. 
Benjamin Huntingten, 80 acres. May IS, 1836. 
Benjamin Huntington, 80 acres. May 18, 1836. 
Wm. T. Oraen, 80 acres, July 20, 1835. 
Horatio J. Oloott, 317.23 acres, July 21, 1835. 
Horatio J. Olcott, 160 acres, July 21, 1835. 
Horatio J. Oloott, 80 acres, July 21, 1835. 
Silas Hnlehiaeun, 40 aeres, Nov. 21, 1S35. 
Blisha S|)e(ieer, 80 acres, Nov. 21, 1835. 
Alex. Marshall, 40 aores, Nov. 21, 183S. 
Ales Marshall, 80 acres, Nov. 21, 1835. 
Chaa, M. Marshall, 80.31 aoroa, Nov. 21, 1836. 
Chas. M. Marshall, 79.91 acres, Nov. 21, 1836. 
Chaa. M. Marshall, 40 acres, Nov. 21, 1835. 
Stephen Bates, 40 aores, Jan. 29, 1836. 
Edward Gilbert, 80 rwres, April 20, 1836. 
John Allen, 40 aores, April 30, 1836. 
L. D. and P. H. Crippan, 40 aores, Jnly 19, 1836. 
Howard Bradley, 160 acres. May 24, 1834. 
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Uriah Lockwood, 86.52 fturea, Ee|it. IK, iSSa. 
Francis Bates, 185.20 acres, Jan. 4, 1S36. 
L. D. ana P. H. Crippen, 41) acres, Julj 19, 1836. 
Howard Bradley, 160 aorea, May 24, 1834. 
Oliver Johnson, 80 acres, Sept. 17, 1835. 
Oliver Johnson, 80 acres, Sept. I?, 1835. 
Uriah Lookwood, 166.12 aorea, Sept. 19, 183.i). 
Wro. T. Perry, 40 acres, Feb. 24, 1836. 

Danl. T. SmHeld, 40 aorea, May IS, 1848. 
Stuart Davis, 160 acres, July 19, 1836. 
Stuart Davis, 40 aorea, July 19, 18.16. 
Jared D. Brooks, 32B acres, July 18, 1836. 
Jared D. Brooks, 40 acres, July 19, 1836. 
Daniel T. Soofield, 40 aores, Aug. 14, 1846. 
Reuben Scoflelil, 40 acrei, June 3, 1850. 
Moses Hawks, 30 acres, July 21, 1S3S. 
Charles Foi, 320 acros, July 21, 1835. 
Charles Fox, 160 acres, July 21, 1335. 
Charles S<jx, 80 acres, July 21, 1836. 
Moses Hawks, SO acres, July 21, 1835, 
WiBiam Mann, 160 acres, April 20, 1836. 
David Herron, 80 acres, April 33, 1836. 
Blias B. Wright, 80 acres, April 23, 1836. 
James Hall, 160 acres, July 10, 1336. 
Lorenio D. Crippen, 80 acres, July 18, 1836. 
William Mann, SO acres, April 20, 1836. 
Allen Hibuer, 40 acres. May 11, 1836. 
James Cary, 80 aores, Nov. 17, 1836. 
Silas Wilson, 40 acrcB, Feb. 1, 1S37. 
Edward W. Benson, 40 aores. May 1, 1850. 
L. 0. Schofield, assignee, 80 acres, Dec. 1, I81S. 
Silas Swift, SO aorea. Dee. 2, 1852. 
Charles S. Wright, 40 acres, Nov. 22, 1853. 
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L. B. Woodard, 80 acres, May 3, 1836. 

B. J. Hayward, 80 acree, May 3, 1836. 

B. J. Hayward, 80 acres. May 3, 1336. 

Wm. D. Popple, 160 acies. May 4, 1836. 

Horatio D. Wolootl, 160 acres, May IS, 1836. 

L. 0. ScoBeld, assignee, 80 aores, Deo. 1, 1348. 

L. B. Woodard, 148.76 acres, May 3, 1836. 

Alanson Sumner 

Stephen Clark, 

Oliver Davenport, 109 aores, Feb. i, 1837. 

James L. Masaon, 39.27 acres, Oct. II, 185i 
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Benjamin Cory, 127.08 acres, Aug. S, 1S39. 
De Soles Lake, 40 acres, April 21, 1846. 
Thomas Burns, 40 acres, July 9, 1849. 
Thomas Buroa, 40 acres, Feb. 15, 1850. 
Raohel Rush, 40 scree, Aug. 26, 1853. 
Elias B. Wright, 30 acres, April 23, 1836. 
Roswell P. Davis, 80 acres, Nov. 17, 1836. 
RosweilF. Davie, 40 aorea, Nov. 17, 1S36. 
Martin Strait, 80 acres, Feb. 14, 1337. 
Levi D. Smith, 80 acres, March 14, 1837. 
Levi D. Smith, 80 aores, Maroh 14, 1837. 
Freeman Burroughs, 40 acres, June 18, 1846. 
Edward F. Muir, 160 aores, Jan. 15, 1850. 
John T. Haynes, 40 acres, Jan. 17, 1844. 
B. Heishrodt, 40 acres, Nov. 16, 1814. 
0. W. Stevens, 40 acres, April 21, 1847. 
E. Kimble, 40 acres, April 22, 1847. 
B. W. Haisted, 40 acres, July 21, 1847. 
Jerome Lake, 40 actea, Aug. 12, 1847. 
N. Ransford, 40 acres, Oct, 23, 1847. 
Otho Lake, 40 acres, Oct. 27, I84T. 
a. W. Stevens, 40 acres, Oct. 30, 1847. 
D. Scofleld, 10 acres. May IT, 1848. 



G. Vf. Stevens, 40 acres, Aug. 16, 1849. 
J. P, Scofield, 40 acres, Dec. 9, 1851. 
Samuel Otis, 40 acres, Sept. 8, 1852. 
A. Scolleld, 40 acres, Sept. 28, 1862. 
r. Heisrodt, 40 acres, Deo. 10, 1852, 
H. R. Aldcn, 40 acres, Dec. 27, 1853. 
William Mann, 160 acres, Maroh 8, 1836. 
William Mann, 80 acres, March 3, 1336. 
A. H. Wliite, 79,97 acres, July 19, 1836. 
James Nichols, 260.31 aores, March 17, 1831. 
John a. West, 151.16 acres, Feb. 15, 1836. 
Joshua Bates, 80 aores, April 20, 1836, 
Jesso RuFsell, 80 aorea, April 20, 1836. 
William Cord, 80,20 acres, April 30, 1836. 
Silas Cord, 81,60 aores, April 20, 1836. 
Nelson Cord, 30 acres, April 30, 1836. 
Joseph Bryant, 68,58 acres, Jnly 11, 1836, 
Henry Howe, 211 ,31 aorea. May 19, 1836. 
Samuel H. Gale, 149,45 acres. May IB, 1836. 
Joseph W. Alger, 217,17 acres, Nov. 27, 1854. 
Isaac T, Raymond, 160 acres, July 12, 1836. 
Isaac T, Raymond, 160 acres, July 19, 1836. 
Levi D. Smith, 157.86 aores, March H, 1837. 
Isaac P. Alger, 49.97 acres, Nov, 20, 1851. 
Joel L. Putnam, 160 acree, Aug. 10, 1835, 
Reuben Wilson, 160 acres, Nov. 5, 18S5. 
Reuben Wilson, 80 acres, Nov, 5, 1835. 
Samuel M. Denniaon, 10 aores, Feb. 32, 1837. 
John 0. Potter, 40 acres, Oct. 29, 1844. 
Freeman Burroughs, 40 aores, June IS, 1846. 
Clinton B. Fisk, 40 aores, Jan, 23, 1864. 
Clinton E. Fisk, 40 acres, Jan. 23, 1351. 
Joel L. Putnam, 80 acres, July 30, 1836. 
Joel L. Putnam, SO aores, Dec. 14, 1835. 
Joel L. Putnam, 40 aores, July 20, 1336. 
Hiram Donaldson, 40 acres, March 9, 1837, 
Francis L, Akin, 80 acres, June 13, 1337. 
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John E. Gates, 80 acies, Dec. 32, 1849. 
John 0. Pellon, 55,06 aorea, Aug. 2, 1853. 
William WolcoM, 163.12 acres, April 1, 1337. 
John E. Qates, 80 acres, Dec 23, 1840. 
Dennis Lnnoaster, 25 aorea, April 20, 1852. 
Lyman Billa, 53.86 acres, July 10, 1852. 
Dennis Loneaster, 65 acres, April 20, 1852. 
John P. Cook and Henry Waldron, 78.40 acres 
James Hall, 160 acres, Jnly 9, 1836. 
James Hall, 80 acres, July 9, 18.16. 
Benjamin Tindall, 80 acres, April 11, 1837. 
Alfred Bartholomew, 80 acres, June 2, 1846. 
Maria Hall, 40 aores, April 22, 1818, 
William Kellison, 157.40 acres, July 8, 1852. 
Joseph S. Merrill, 40 acres, Aug. 22, 1853. 
James Hall, 240 acres, July 9, 1336. 
Gideon 8. Wells, SO acres, March 28, 1837. 
David Doty, 160 acres, April 1, 1837. 
John Cummings, 40 acres, Oct. 11, 1849. 
John Htnkley, 40 acres, Aug. 20, 1851. 
Nicholas Stand, SO acres, Oct, 21, 1862. 
Isaac George, 03.47 acres, March 6, 1837. 



John Doolir 



17.57 at 



a. Mare' 



i, 1837. 



Wm, W. Johnson, 79.26 acres, March 28, 1837 
Wm, W, Johnson, 75.25 acres, Maroh 28, 1837 
Wm, Boakes, 101.62 acres, June 24, 1335. 
Wm, Bockes, 111,63 aores, June 24, 1335. 
Wm. Bockea, 40 acres, June 24, 1835. 
Oliver Johnson, 126.12 acres. Sept, 17, 1835. 
John Pattereon, 78.80 acres. May 19, 1336. 
John Wilson, SO aores, June 24, 1836. 
John Wilson, 80 acres, June 24, 1835. 
Reuben Wilson, 10 aorea, Nov. 5, 1835, 
Reuben Wilson, 80 acres, Nov. 6, 1835. 
Abner Bowe, 40 aorea. May 29, 1837. 
H. Hoard, 80 acres, Aug, 10, U 
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SAMUEL M. TREAT. 



This gentleman, one of the prominent farmers 
and pioneers of Ovid, was born in Trenton, Oneida 
Co., N. Y., March 13, 1816. 

His parents, Hosea and Hannah Treat, were 
Connecticut people and emigrated to Oneida at an 
early day. They had a family of eight children, 
Samuel being the eighth child. The elder Treat 
was a farmer and clothier by occupation ; but little 
is known of his history, as he died when Samuel 
was but two years of age. 

As a boy, Samuel evinced much enei^y, deter- 
mination, and CDterprise ; and when eighteen years 
of a^ he determined to come to Michigan. Arriv- 
ing in Detroit he had but five dollars, and he 
walked to Adrian, where for two years he was 
engaged in clearing land. He saved an amount 
sufficient to purchase eighty acres in Ovid, which 



is a portion of his present farm of five hundred 
acres. He then returned East, and in the autumn 
of 1837 returned to Ovid, where he has since 
resided. 

In 1838 he married Miss Fanny Tves, of his 
native county. She died in 1839, and in 1840 he 
married Miss Harriet Brooks. She died in 1866, 
and in 1868 he married Miss Ann I. Wildee, of 
Lorain Co., Ohio, where she was born Nov. 19, 
1840. 

Mr. Treat is the architect of his own fortune, 
having commenced life with only a strong pair erf 
hands and an unlimited amount of enet^. He 
has achieved success in all departments of life, 
and his career is evidence of the inevitable result 
of industry and economy, coupled with good judg- 
ment and executive ability. 
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Isaio Quinby, 40 ae-aa, Not. 7, I8S3. 
Clinton B. Fiak, 40 tufiss, Jan. 18, 1864. 
Samnel Towale;, 40 axsres, Jnno 18, 1853. 
Jfteob Alger, 160 Bcrefi, Nov. 21, I8S4. 
Jacob Alger, 40 acres, Nov. 27, 1854. 
Matthew H. Bingham, 64.34 acres. May II, 183 
Amasa W. Miller, S2.40 acres. Dee. 7, 1837. 
Joseph C. Stowell, 40 acres, April Ifi, 1844. 
&eorge Peatherbj, 40 acres, Julj 14, 1851. 
Charles Burliaon, 10 acres. Sept, 1.?, IBS."!. 
Joshua W. Alger, 247.17 aoree, Nov. 27, 1854. 
Samuel M. Dennison, 80 acres, April 20, 1836. 
Eiram Baker, SO aerea, April 20, 1836. 
Wm. H. Johnson, 8T.40 acres. May 14, 1849. 
II. and M, M. Miller, '40 ncroB, June 6, 1850. 
Charles H. Miller, 160 acres, July 10, 1849. 
Alexander McNeal, 80 acres, Dee. 6, 18&2. 
Hiram R. Alden, 120.44 acres, Deo. 7, iss-l. 
Samuel M. Dennison, 40 acres, April 20, 1S3K. 
!, April 20, 1836. 
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Amos anil Joseph Hough, SO acres, June 4, 1S35. 

Don Alonso Dewey, 80 acres, Aug. 7, 1835. 

Wm. Martin, 80 acres, April 20, 1836. 

Joel Woodard, 40 acres, May 11, IS36. 

Joel Woodard, 40 acres, May 11, 1836. 

Amos Hough, 10 acres, June 5, 1835. 

Calvin Oriewold, Jr., 80 aorcfl, July 9, 1838. 

George H. Hoard, 80 acres, Aug. 10, 1838. 

David Tripp, 80 a<!res, Nov. 21, 1845. 

Luther L. Morgan, 40 aores. Got. 25, 1850. 

Amos and Joseph Hongh, 193.62 acres, June 5, 1835. 

Joel Woodward, 59.60 acres. May 11, 1836. 

Richard J. At Lee, 13 acres, Feb. 10, 1837. 

Isiuio George, 104.S3 aores, Marob 6, 1837. 

Charlotte W. Bdwards and Annie M. At Lee, 79.39 ai 

14, 1837. 
Alvin Crowell, 40 aores, Oct. 12, 1849. 



In 1836, Samuel Treat, .Tared G-. Brooks, and Stuart 
Davis came from Oneida Co., N. Y. Brooks entered the 
land they settled upon in hia own name to prevent the 
delay consequent upon the large demands for entries at the 
land-oEGee. He then apportioned it to each member of the 
trio, giving deeds of the same. Davis took 160 acres, 
Treat 80, Henry Treat 40, and he retained 160 himself. 

Samuel Treat, who is one of the survivors of these early 
days, and who still resides on section 8, where the original 
lands were located, being anxious to establish himself upon 
his newly-acquired possessions, tnrned his attention to the 
erection of a honsc. Espedition being more essential to 
him than elegance, he succeeded in two days in construct- 
ing a shanty, which he occupied until it was destroyed by 
fire, when a more substantial one of logs took its place, and 
which now stands as a monument of pioneer days. 

His present spacious residence was built in 1857, the 
brick with which it was constructed having been burned 
near Branch, in Coldwater township. Nest came Elisha 
Spencer and one Hutchinson, and located on section 5, 
where Mat. Fallis now resides. They immediately erected 
a shanty and proceeded to clear the land they occupied. 

After these early settlers had been here a short time the 
need of a school wan apparent, there being many children 
in the neighborhood, and a school-house was erected on 
the northwest corner of section G. The first teacher in the 
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the settlers in the vicinity, who were nearly al! from the same 
State, and the occasion is described by one who was present 
as a most enjoyable one. The devotional exercises were re- 
garded as a great privilege, and the reunion of old friends 
afibrded a social epoch in the early history of the settlers. 

The first marriage was that of Miss Electa Salsberry to 
Mr. Silas Hutchinson. The justice of the peace at this 
period was J. G. Brooks. In a private journal which he 
kept with great regularity during his life, and which has 
been kindly loaned us, we find this entry ; " Went to the 
county clerk's office and qualified as justice of the peace. 
Performed the marriage ceremony between Silas Hutchin- 
son and Electa Salsberry in the evening at my house," 
This bears date April 8, 1837. 

An early death in the township was that of Mrs. Kuen, 
though the first funeral is believed to have been that of 
Mrs. Marshall, who lived one mile northeast of the present 
Baptist church. 

Among other early settlors were Gardner Scofleld, who 
came during the first settlement of the township and built 
a saw-miii on section 8 ; Jeremiah Lockwood located on 
section 7, but has since moved elsewhere ; Ales. Marshall 
settled on section 5, as did also Stephen Bates and Henry 
B, George ; Francis Bates cleared a tract on section 6, not 
fiir from another tract owned by Joshua Clark, 

Among the prominent residents of the township who 
deserve honorable mention, and whose names are conspicu- 
ous as having filled offices of trust in the gift of the people, 
are Daniel and Levi Wilson, the first having located in the 
southern, and the latter in the eastern portion of the town- 
ship. The son of the former gentleman, James R. Wilson, 
also resides near him. Among other settlers on section 5 
are Benjamin Ferguson, Joseph Curtis, Stephen Wood, 
Nathaniel Batchellor, and Charles Brown, Section 4 af- 
forded homes, among others, to Niles Baldridge, Peter 
Thornton, Harry Baldridge, and Edward Smith, On the 
northeast quarter of section 10 settled Benjamin I. Willels, 
who came to Ovid in 1837, and has removed since to Cold- 
water. Jacob Gregg and J. W, Zeluff were on section 9. 
Jesse Russell located on the northwest side, and Alexander, 
Frederic, and William P. Morey on the eastern side, while 
Fowler Quinby was near the southeastern boundary, on sec- 
tion 25. Alien Hibner located a tract on section 11. E. 
D- Corwin purchased on section 28, and Reuben Wilson 
and his son on section 21. Zara Warner was one of the 
earliest to locate on section 25, and Jonas Morterstock and 
Bascom and Harlow Wright established themselves on sec- 
tions 10 and 15. 

Wild animals were abundant at this early day, and wolves 
wore especially annoying. Deer were also frequently killed, 
and venison was so plentiful that it ceased to be a luxury, 
while wild (urkeys adorned many a Thank.s^:vivg dinner- . 
table. 
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One of the first pioneers was one day plowing with liis 
oxen. The time for the noonday meal having arrived, he 
removed the harness from the animals and left it lying on 
the ground. On returning, he found it had been almost 
entirely demolished by wolves, whieh had torn it to shreds 
in their efforts to devour it. 

Ad amusing sUirj is told of two pioneei* whose names 
figure in this brief sketch, but who shall here be nameless. 
They were hunting game of a less pretentious size, when 
suddenly their eyes were greeted with a spectacle which 
was not calculated to inspire their courage. Before them 
at some little distance were the formidable proportions of 
an ugly black bear. They were appalled, but after a hasty 
consultation decided that their only safety was in their 
trusty muskets. Firing simultaneously, they inflicted a 
deadly wound upon the animal, when, upon approaching, 
they found it tfl be one of the brave Nimrod's black hogs 
that had been feeding in the wood. 

We copy a few of the entries madi in thejournU of Mr 
Brooks, which will enable the reader to form ^-ome inif reu- 
sion of that period ; 



'■Julj 2, 1837, t 
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"July 31 the engineers pasaed to the w pit gn th* southern route 
Tor a TAilrODii. Little did T thml< when I pu chaied mj land there 
would over be a route tor a railroad so near me 

"Oeloher 25, attended caucns. Henry lock wood an J mvself aj 
]iointed delegates to Count; Convention.' 

'■ SOTember 6, attended election; thirteen iQteB— lut one of them 
Whig." 

" Feb. 18, 1838, went to meeting. Heard IS uti er D i i" i. c cuit 
preaoher." 

" Juno 30, attended association preaching bv Llier Hall of kala 
maioo; an Episoopal wedding at the intertniaeion 

"September, had ij^uite a tight pall with the ehills and fLter 

" NoF. 3, 1840, went eouth to election ; took thirty two votes from 
six to twenty .two luiuorit; on the Deuior-ratic ticket in t( wn 

"March i, 1841, Elder Parkin and Bruthir braham here getting 
subseriptions for > meeting-honse at Branch 

"Juno4, 1842, great celebration at Coldwator sn hinJred '(ab 
bath-school scholars sat down to dinner; table -ct for n n hundrc 1 

Many of the records in this carefully ke] t journal jre 
personal. It is remarkable to observe the freijueut t.hroni 
cles of rainy weather, and the prevalence of fe\t,r and ague 

Among a file of old papers was disc vered the following 
list of voters in the township for the year 1S38 whiih wi 
annex : 

Ichabod Davis, Reuben Wilson, Orris P. Davis, James 
Cory, Stewart Davis, Henry Lockwood, Stephen Shaw, 
Charles B. Wright, Francis Bates, Isaac Marshall, Oren 
B. Coinine, John Waterhouse, J. G. Brooks, Uriah Lock- 
wood, Silas Hutchinson, Silas Wilson, Elisha 
Alexander Marshall, Roswell F, Davis, John Waterh( 
Jr., John L. Depue, George Minnier, Jacob Minnier, Free- 
man Waterhouse, Hobert J. Hughes, Ira Cauwright, Wra. 
Bockus, S. W. Zeiuff, S. S. Sortee, Miron Towsley, G. 
Baker, George Terry, Charles Congdon, Howard Bradley, 
Lathrop G. Fish, Hiram Canwright, Joshua Baker, Isaac 
Hough, Amoa Hough. 

Occasionally appears the statement that a neighbor was 
lost in the woods and found after vigorous searching, and 



of house-raisings and aid given to 
■ivala than the writer of the jour- 



there is frequent 
settlers, who wer< 

Land-hunters were abundant at this time, a few of them 
coming with the intention of settling, but the majority 
being speculators, who eventually made the settlers their 
victims. One early resident carried on a very lucrative 
business in showing these parties about and locating lands 
for them, and it is told as a fact that he would always dis- 
criminate between the speculative individual, and the one 
who desired to locate, and invariably turn the cold shoulder 
upon the former. 

Snow-squalis were frequent, and often did much damage, 
cattle becoming bewildered and often lost. Mr. Henry 
Lockwood lost two yoke of oxen, and immediately insti- 
tuted a diligent search for them, AfVer much labor they 
were found at Fort Wayne Ind , a distance of many miles. 
In bis search for them he went as far as Toledo, and one 
lay traveled from morning till night without seeing a living 
face ir i human habitati n 

Indiana were numerous md paid the settlers frequent 
visits, often escbanginr^ g^me for the more substantial 
irticles of food They were always decorous and scrupu- 
lously honest It is related of them that in passing through 
the fields th y wtuld in\arijblj take the fences down and 
have them ji that condition, rcgardingit as a trespass upon 
their trill to build feni-es A certain degreo of shrewdness 
in their bargains was often apparent An Indian called 
up n the wife of an early settler for a loaf of qiias-kau or 
bread which he desiied to exchange for venison. Upon 
ricemng it h squeezed it to a "mall ind shapeless mass, 
and exclaimed, ' "imalljuece The same lady prepared a 
dinner for in Indian who offered game in exchange. He 
went iwdjleiving the meil untasted becauife she would not 
accept the half of what he had and refused to give more. 

It was common in these earlv times m clearing the land 
to burn the brush that accumulated and this was attended 
with some danger Samuel Treat related to the writer his 
own expenence in this particular while clearing a portion 
f the land he h td j urchased when the smoke became so 
dense that he was prostrated and found relief almost im- 
possible narrowly escaping suffocation 

Parley Stockwel! came to Oud in 1S42 and located on 

the northeast corner of section 10, which was for a time 

known as Farley s Corners This fortion of the township 

w IS still uncleared, no settler having entered land within its 

boundaries. He purchased a tract and immediately began 

clearing the land, established an ashery for the manufacture 

of potash. The year following a post-office was established 

with Mr. Stockwell as postmaster. While performing the 

duties of this responsible office he would carry the mail tn 

his pocket, and deliver letters as they were called for. This 

was in the day of high postage rates, and invariably the 

remark would be made on receipt of a letter, " Can't pay 

to-day, — bring it next time ;" thus establishing a sort of 

postal credit between the official and the public, which 

eventually became so irksome to the postmaster that he 

resigned, when James Hawks became his successor. The 

office was finally abandoned. 

Soon after, Mr. Stockwell built a^aehppl-lfense/avMaj* I r> 
OS or ly ^ 
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Among the old practitioners of Branch County 
who, by their ability as physicians and their worth 
a8 citizens, have made not only prominent records, 
but have stamped their names indelibly upon the 
pioneer history of tiie county, is Dr. Daniel Wilson. 
He was born Dec. 6, 1810, in Berkshire Co., Mass., 
and was the son of Reuben and Sabrah (Toilet) Wil- 
son, who had a family of eleven children. 

The elder Wilson was a carpenter and joiner by 
occupation, and in medium circumstances. Daniel 
lived with his father until he was eighteen, and by 
his own unaided efforts acquired an education suffi- 
cient to enable him to teach a common school in the 
town of Barrington, Yates Co., N. Y., whither his 
parents had removed when he was two years of i^, 
and this pursuit he followed at intervals for many 
years. While very young he decided to become 
a pliysician, and as soon as his circumstances would 
admit he went into the office of Dr. Spence, of 
Dundee, N. Y. He afterwards studied with Drs. 
Whitney and Huston, of Yates County, receiving 
his diploma from the medical society of that county. 
He practiced medicine in New York until 1836, 
when he came to Branch County, whence his father 



had emigrated with his family in 1835. The elder 
Wilson settled in Ovid, where he purchased three 
hunilred acres of land. Daniel bought eighty acres 
of his father, in the autumn returned to New York, 
and in 1839, with his family, which consisted of his 
wife and his son, James R., settled in Union City, 
where he established himself in the practice of his 
profession. He returned to Ovid in the fall, and 
there he has since resided. Here he carried on his 
farm, in connection with his professional duties, until 
incapacitated by bodily infirmities. The doctor has 
been ]>rominently identified with all the material 
interests of Ovi<l. He was supervisor for many 
years, was sheriil' of the county, surveyor, and under 
an act of the Legislatnre appropriating five thousand 
acres of land for the improvement of the highways, 
he was appointed commissioner to locate and sell the 
land and expend the proceeds, 

Feb. 9, 1834, he married Miss Mary Sprowls, of 
Yates Co., N. Y., who w.i,s born in New Jersey, Dec. 
25, 1810. They have been biassed with two chil- 
dren, James R. and Marian, now Mrs. A. A. Abbott, 
She was born in Union City in 1840. James R, 
was born in Starkey, Yates Co., N. Y., in 1836. 

HostodbyLjOOt^iC 
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rary structure, ten feet by twelve in dinreiisions, and fur- 
nished it with Btovu and other appointments ready for 
occupation. Miss Allen, from Coldwater, now deceased, 
was tlie first inatruetor, having about twenty pupils. The 
year following, Mr. Stockwell taught the school himself, 
and as he facetiously expresses it, " he erected the first 
university in Ovid, and was its first president." Divine 
service and a Sabbath-school were occasionally held in this 
little ten-by-twelve school-house, a clergyman named Davis, 
from Coldwater, being the preacher, wlioae sermons were 
most practical and eseellcnt. James Hawks was the next 
pioneer who located in the neighliorhood, and Robert Ilaynes 
came soon after and opened a blacksmith -shop. Henry E. 
Barber and William Armstrong came later, the fii'st having 
bought 20 acres of Mr. Hawks, which he paid for in labor, 
and the latter having located on section 15. Roswell F. 
Davis located east of Armstrong, on the same section. He 
was killed by the falling of a tree while felling timber for 
his cattle to feed upon. Not coming in from the woods for 
many hours after he had left his home, the familj' became 
alarmed and went in search of him. The accident had 
already proved fatal. 

Gardner Scofield came about this time and erected a 
saw-mill upon land on section 8, which Stuart Davis had 
given him. Lie afterwards sold the mill to Martin Kinsley. 
Geoi^e Chamberlain eame with his wife in 1H45, and Mr. 
Stockwell allowed tlieni land enough on which to erect foi' 
themselves a comfortable dwelling-place, and which took 
just a week to construct. He then gave them each a cup 
and saucer, a knife and fork, and other necessary articles 
for housekeeping, and with this scanty outfit they began 
life in their Western home. Me. Stockwell declares that 
they presented the most pei'tect picture of domestic bliss 
that has ever come under his observation, and that he nar- 
rowly escaped following their example and discarding his 
bachelor habits. 

There are two churches in Ovid, the First Free Regular 
Baptist and the Church of the United Brethren, the latter 
a strong oi^anizatiyn, which, together with a similar society 
in Bethel, absorbs a large proportion of the church-going 
population of the township. We are unable to give a more 
complete history of this Church. 

The First Free R^ular Baptist church edifice was erected 
in 1871, and the first organization was efl'ected in 1863, 
with Henry Lockwood, Eli Cheney, Henry B. Geoi^e, and 
George W. lieed as its first trustees. For 1864, Stephen 
Fep^usoti and Henry Lockwood were elected to the same 
office ; for 1865, J. C, Smith and Henry Lockwood ; for 
18(i6, H. B. Gcoi-ge and Nathaniel Batchelder; for 1867, 
H. R. Wilson and Henry Lockwood ; for 1868, Eli Cheney ; 
for 1871, Henry Lockwood and Henry B. Geoi^e ; for 1872, 
William Walker; for 1871-J, Henry B. George; for 1874, 
Henry Lockwood; for 1875, William Walker; for 1876, 
Henry B. George; for 1877, Henry lockwood; for 1878, 
Henry B. Geoi^e. The organization is a flourishing one 
and the services well attended. We are unable to jnve the 
names of the pastors since the establishment of the society, 
with the exception of the present incumbent, who is Rev. 
Simon D. Burlingame, who resides in Coldwater. 

The surface of Ovid is somewhat undulating, being di- 



versified by several small lakes, — a portion of Coldwater 
Ijake extending into its southern boundary, while Lake of 
the Woods lies on the west side, and Long Lake and Mud 
Lake on the east. The Mansfield, Coldwater and Lake 
Michigan Railroad is represented on county maps as run- 
ning through the northeast portion of the township, with 
Fuller's Station as the important depot, hut neither of these 
have other than an imaginary existence. 

The soil of Ovid is a gfiivetly loam, and well adapted to 
the raising of grain, though also regarded as valuble for 
grazing purposes. For farming pursuits it may be r^arded 
as one of the most desirable townships in Branch County. 

The records of the township of Ovid are so incomplete 
as to aiford very little information lo the reader. We are 
able only to give a list of the supervisors, together with 
such other township officers as we are able to find from 
outside sources, and a complete list after 1869 ; the clerks 
of the township, after that period, having deemed them of suf- 
ficient importance to preserve and maintain in proper order. 
Undoubtedly there must at some time in the past have 
been records as full and complete as this, and why they 
should have been consigned to oblivion, without the slightest 
n^ard to their importance, is beyond the comprehension of 
the investigating historian. From the oldest supervisor, 
as well as from the present clerk, we are informed that no 
recoi-ds of the township's past history are in existence. 

The following is the incomplete list : 

1837.— John Waterbouse, Supervisor; William Bockes, 
George Matthews, Hiram High, School Inspectors. 

1838. — Joseph Rudd, Jr., Supervisor ; William Bockes, 
Clerk; John H. Stevens, Martin Olds, School Inspectors; 
John Waterbouse, Jr., Stuart Davis, Constables. 

From 1838 until 1842 the county commissioners per- 
formed the duties of the supervisors. 

1839.— Oliver D. Colvin, J. G. UrooLi, B. F. Davis, 
Inspectors of Klection, 

1840.— Gcii^ge Tripp, Levi Wilson, J. G. Brooks. 

1843. — J. G. Brooks, Supervisor; Henry Lockwood, 
Joseph Bryant, School Inspectors. 

1843.— J. G. Brooks, Supervisor; E. B. Wright, L. 
Wilson, School Inspectors. 

1844. — E. D. Corwin, Supervisor; Daniel Wilson, Levi 
Wilson, John Wilson, Inspectors of Election. 

1845. — E. D. Corwin, Supervisor. 

1846.— Daniel Wilson, Supervisor. 

1847.— Daniel Wilson, Supervisor. 

1848. — Daniel Wilson, Supervisor. 

1849. — E. D. Corwin, Supervisor. 

1850.— E. E. Corwin, Supervisor. 

1851. — Levi Wilson, Supervisor. 

1852. — E. D. Corwin, Supervisor. 

1853.— Daniel Wilson, Supervisor. 

1854.— Daniel Wilson, Supervisor ; C. D. Brown, Justice 
of the Peace; Levi Wilson, Township Clerk. 

1855.— F. J). Corwin, Supervisor; G. W. Stevens, Town- 
ship Clerk ; W. F. Bristol, Justice of the Peace. 

1856.— -Levi Wilson, Supervisor ; A. R. Bingham, Town- 
ship Clerk ; Charles G. Abbott, Washington RuBseJl, Heman 



Russell, Constables. 
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1857.— Levi Wilson, Supervisor ; A. D. Kellogg, JuBtice 
of the Peace; H. A. Russell, Jesse Mason, H. T, Corwin, 
W. W. Russell, Constables. 

1858. — Daniel Wilson, Supervisor. 

1859.— E. D. Corwin, Supervisor; A. K. Bingham, 
Township Clerk ; SylvauuB Wilson, James D. Conkling, 
Silas N. Card, Justices of the Peace ; David Armstrong, 
Township Clerk ; Thomas Heisrodt, Charles G-. Abbott, 
Constables. 

1860. — Jeremiah Cox, Supervisor ; Charles Bucking- 
ham, William F. Bristol, Justices of the Peace; E. J. 
Lockwood, Heman Russell, Alvin Norton, Thomas Heis- 
rodt. Constables. 

1861.— E. D. Corwin, Supervisor ; Levi Wilson, Charles 
D. Brown, Charles R. Whitehead, Justices of the Peace; 
William Pound, Alvin Norton, Charles Wilson, Ahaz Brown, 
Constables. 

1862. — Daniel Wilson, Supervisor; 0. L. Davis, Town- 
ship Clerk; Martin Kinsley, Charles K. Whitehead, Jus- 
tices of the Peace ; A. L. Wright, Nelson Pound, Con- 
stables. 

1863. — Daniel Wilson, Supervisor ; 0. L. Davis, Town- 
ship Clerk ; Alvin Norton, Gideon Houseman, Samuel 
Sweet, Constables, 

1864. — Levi Wilson, Supervisor ; 0. L. Davis, Township 
Clerk ; Charles R. Whitehead, Justice of the Peace. 

1865. — Levi Wilson, Supervisor. 

1866. — Levi Wilson, Supervisor; Jerome Corwin, H. A. 
Russell, Charles Wilson, T. Heisrodt, Constables. 

1867. — Daniel Wilson, Supervisor; Martin Kinsley, Dan- 
iel Wilson, Justices of the Peace. 

1868— Sylvanus Wison, Supervisor; C. B. Whitehead, 
Justice of the Peace ; Francis M. Howey, Constable. 

1869. — Levi Wilson, Supervisor; Oeorgs Abbott, Town- 
ship Clerk ; Amos R. Bingham. Treasurer ; Levi Wilson, 
Justice of the Peace ; William F, Bristol, A. R. Bingham, 
School Inspectors ; William F, Bingham, Jesse Mason, 
Highway Commissioners ; Samuel G. Treat, Heman A. 
Russell, Edwin S. Frederick, Albert M. Thompson, Con- 
stables. 

1870. — Henry B, George, Supervisor; Stephen Pei^- 
son. Township Clerk ; Thomas Heisrodt, Treasurer ; Ben- 
jamin Fei^uson, Justice of the Peace; James R. Wilson, 
School Inspector ; James H. Smith, Jerome Corwin, High- 
way Commissioners; Rufus R. Harris, Luther A. Russell, 
Albert Thompson, Joseph Wilson, Constables. 

1871.— -David Wilson, Supervisor; Martin Kinsley, 
Township Cicrk ; J. R. Wilson, Treasurer; Daniel Wil- 
son, Justice of the Peace; Sylvanus Wixon, Highway 
Commissioner ; David Wilson, School Inspector ; Rufus 
R. Harris, L. A. Russell, Thomas Heisrodt, John A. 
Rubier, Constables. 

1872.— Charles B. Whitehead, Supervisor ; Martin 
Kinsley, Township Clerk ; James R. Wilson, School In- 
spector ; Martin Kinsley, Justice of the Peace ; Daniel 
Wilson, William N. Conover, Highway Commissioners ; 
Luther A. Russell, Rufus R. Harris, Constables. 

1873. — Charles R. Whitehead, Supervisor ; Martin 
Kinsley, Township Clerk ; Adolbert M. Fuller, Treasurer ; 
Charles R. Whitehead, Justice of the Peace ; Daniel Wil- 



son, School Inspector ; William N. Conover, Highway 
Commissioner; Rufus R. Harris, Heman A. Russell, Lu- 
ther A. Russell, Constables. 

1874.— Charles R. Whitehead, Supervisor; Wallace E. 
Wright, Township Clerk ; Adalbert M. Puller, Treasurer ; 
Levi Wilson, Justice of the Peace; Charles S. Wright, 
E. W. Treat, School Inspectors ; William P. Morey, Lewis 
C. Waldron, George W. Lobdell, Highway Commissioners; 
Heman A. Russell, Carlisle Smith, Constables. 

1875.— Charles B. Whitehead, Supervisor; Wallace E. 
Wright, Township Clerk; Stuart Davis, Justice of the 
Peace ; James R. Wilson, School Inspector ; Charles S. 
Wright, Treasurer ; Leroj Loekwood, Superintendent of 
Schools; William P. Morey, Highway Commissioner; 
Sylvanus Wixon, Drain Commissioner ; Heman A. Russell, 
Washington Ru8.scll, Niles Baldridge, Del(« Wright, Con- 
stables. 

1876.— Charics R. Whitehead, Supervisor; Wallace E. 
Wright, Township Clerk; Charles S. Wright, Treasurer ; 
George W. Lobdell, Justice of the Peace ; Egbert W. 
Treat, School Inspector ; Leroy E. Loekwood, Superintend- 
ent of Schools ; William P. Morey, Highway Commis- 
sioner j Heman A. Russell, Charles Parrish, Washington 
Russell, Carlisle Smith, Constables. 

1877.— Charies R. Whitehead, Supervisor; Henry B. 
George, Township Clerk; George H. Allen, Treasurer; 
Carlisle Smith, Justice of the Peace; William F. Bing- 
ham, Superintendent of Schools ; Adelbcrt M. Fuller, 
School Inspector; Lewis C. Waldron, Highway Commis- 
sioner ; Llewellyn Daniels, Rufus R. Harris, George W. 
Tindall, Geo. H. Reed, Constables. 

1878. — James R. Wilson, Supervisor ; Rufus E. Harris, 
Township Clerk ; Geoi^ H. Allen, Treasurer ; Charles R. 
Whitehead, Justice of the Peace ; Alfred Cheeny, School 
Inspector ; William F. Bingham, Superintendent of Schools ; 
Ijewis C. Waldron, Highway Commissioner; Adclbert M. 
Fuller, Drain Commissioner; George W. Tindall, Llew- 
ellyn Daniels, Charles Parrish, Joseph Wilson, Constables. 
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HENRY LOCKWOOl). 
This gentleman, one of the old settlers and valuable citi- 
zens of Ovid, was born in the town of New Paltz, Ulster 
Co., N. Y., Nov. I, 1812. He was the son of Uriah Loek- 
wood and Charity Terwilliger, who had a femily of ten 
children, — five hoys and five girls, — Henry being the eldest. 
The elder Loekwood was a farmer, and gave his children 
such advantages as his limited means would permit. Henry 
acquired a fair common-school education, and up to the 
time he came Co Michigan, in 1835, his life did not differ 
materially from most farm boys. Work on the farm in 
summer was succeeded by the usual term at the district 
school in winter. When Henry was twenty-three years of 
age his father emigrated to Michigan and settled in Ovid, 
where he purchased six hundred and forty acres of land. 
Henry also purchased eighty acres. They s'^«^"l|¥*%|J I C> 
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priviitiyns and fiariisliipa, and, did space pemiit, we could 
narrate many an incident that, to the present generation, 
would sound more like fiction than fact. The elder Look- 
wood was a frentleman of the old school, of unquestioned 
integrity, and possessed of more than an ordinary measure 
of energy and industry. He died in Ovid at an advanced 
age. Henry was married, at the age of twenty-seven, to 



Miss Laura A. Davis, by whom he had ten children. She 
died Nov. 18, 1852, and in 1853 he was married to Miss 
Lucy Oils, who died in 1854, and for his third wife he 
married Mrs. Lydiu E. Fisher. Mr. Loekwood has been 
prominently identified with the history of Ovid, and is 
justly considered to be among the representative men of 
the county. 



MAT T E SON". 



Bt an act of the Legislature approved March ti, 1838, 
the town of Matteson was orgaiiiacd frotn a portion of 
Bronson, including township 6 south, in range 8 west of 
the principal meridian, as designated on the government 
survey. 

Matteson is exclusively an agricultural township, there 
being no village in its limits, nor any manufacturing estab- 
lishments other than saw-mills. The soil is generally quite 
sandy, and the improvements are for the most part excel- 
lent. Part of the town is rolling, or gently undulating, 
while in the southwestern portion is an extensive plain. 
Many excellent farm residences are seen, which are evidences 
that the pursuits of agriculture and stock-raising are not 
without profit. 

The St. Joseph River and the Air-Line Division of the 
Michigan Central Railway crosses the northwest corner of 
the township. Matteson Lake, a large and beautiful sheet 
of water lying principally on section 23, is a favorite resort 
at the proper season for varieties of wild fowl, and in t!ie 



sited by many pleasure and picnic parties, who 
spend the time in boating on its waters, enjoying tlie sur- 
rounding scenery and fishing. Botli the inlet and the outlet 
of the lake are lined with quite extensive marshes, while the 
shores otherwise are usually high, sloping gently to the water, 
and affording a most pleasing view. The lake is partly 
surrounded by fine groves, and in the one on the eastern 
shore very neat picnic-grounds have been fitted up by Dr. 
J. M. Cushman, who has on hand boat^ for the use of those 
wishing to venture on the " rolling deep." Dancing-floors 
are also arranged, and many parties visit the place during 
the summer months. The outlet of Matteson Lake is 
known as Little Swan Creek, and is a stream of consider- 
able size and depth. Swan Creek proper crosses the south- 
east portion of the township, and a few smaller streams also 
lend their aid and fertilizing powers. 

Evidences that the vicinity of Matteson Lake was a 
favorite dwelling-place of an ancient race are emile n 
am, ill the shape of .arious »<»fi(ij;elg ^S:^ ' 
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have been exhumed from mouiidB at the head of the lake, 
OD the farm of Dan Cushman, and from their size indicated 
that the persona whose frame*work they comprised were 
very tall in stature, and of fine physical proportions. From 
a mound on the farm of Noah Shaw, at the foot of the 
lake, were taken several implements of very ancient manu- 
facture, among them a atone pipe, smoothly polished, and 
a copper instrument (hardened) presenting the appearance 
of having been used in dressing skins. These are now in 
the possession of Milo Clark, at Bronson. 

On the farm now owned and occupied by C. C- Bennett 
was found a circular earthwork, about 100 feet in diameter 
and three or four feet high, when the place was settled in 
1838. Oak-lrees three and one-half feet in diameter were 
growing upon it, their entire growth having been since the 
work was built. It was finally leveled by the plow, and no 
traces of it now remain. 

That this region was inhabited by a mighty, and in many 
respects very intelligent, race, antedaiing any written his- 
tory, is evident from these mounds, earthworks, and dis- 
covered implcnients of war, the chase, and domestic life ; 
and il is well known that the savages, or Indirms, who occu- 
pied the country when it became known to the whites, pos- 
sessed no knowledge of their predecessors other than that 
imparted by myths and legends, which had been handed 
down to them through many generations. The history of 
that remarkable people is locked in obUvion, and only an 
imperfect idea can be formed of it by the aid of such traces 
as they have left behind them, — traces which wei'e common 
from the great lakes to the border of the great alluvial de- 
posit in the Southern MissisMppi Valley, but which are 
fust disappearing before the ruthless pleasure of curiosity- 
seekers, or the carelessness of those on whose land they are 
found. In the Southwest their monuments are more last- 
ing, the heavy-walled cities, once-goi^eous temples, and 
substantial buildings there being less susceptible of ruin — 
except by the action of the elements — than the more lowly 
mounds and fortifications of the northern temperate zone. 
Could some powerful ma^oian conjure up from his eternal 
sleep a proud chieflain of this estinct race, and bid him 
relate the story of his people, then would the researches of 
the historian and archaeologist be rewarded ; but only con- 
jecture, building on the foundation of the little that is 
known, can at this period be brought into play, aad con- 
jecture is most uncertain and unsatisfactory. 

STATISTICAL. 

The following table, compiled from the State census for 
1874, will afford an idea of the present status of the town- 
a and valuable properties 
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' " land exempt from tuxe 

IB of same, including improranients 
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nberof iiorea of eorn ntiBed in 1873 1,826 

buBliels of wheat raised in 1873 31,7SS 

' " eorn " " 53,103 

' " all otlier grain raised ta 

1873 19,077 

' bushels of potatoes rused in 1873 7,735 

tons of hay out in 18T3 1,396 

pounds of wool sheared in 1873 14,256 

" potk marketed in 1879 286,710 

' •' butter madein 187.^ 37,894 

fruit dried for market in 

1873 20,387 

barrels of eider made in 1873 5S9 

' pounds of maple-sugar made in 1874. 8,715 

acres in orohards in 1874 590 

bushels of apples raised in 1672 12,680 

" " " 1873 12,685 

hundred nelght of grapes raised in 

1873 3 

' hundred weight of grapes raised in 

1872 3 

le of all fruit and garden vegetables, 1872... $4,563 

" " " 1873... t4,fi29 
iber of horses iu tonnship, one year old and 

over, 1874 645 

mules 8 

work o«n 10 

milch COWB 635 

neat enttle, one year old and over, 

other than oxen and bows 712 

svrine over six months old 1,296 

sheeii " " 3,333 

" sheared in 1873 1,159 

persons employed in same 10 

unt of oapitnl invested 8,000 

of lumber eaned 480,000 

eof prodneta $2,250 

I figures will have changed materially by the time 

us of 1880 i( 



The name of the township is very often spelled Ma/ttson, 
but in order to prove conclusively that this is incorrect it 
is only necessary to state that the man for whom it was 
named spelled his name Maffemn. Amos Matteson, Esq., 
was a native of the State of Rhode Island, and moved 
quite early into the town of Burlington, Otsego Co., N. Y. 
In the spring of 1836 he came with his family to Michigan, 
and settled on the west shore of the lake which now bears 
his name. He had held the office of justice of the peace 
while living in New Yjik whente his title Fsquire At 
the time of his removil to this township he was about 
fifity-five years of a ind when the subject of a new 
township was discussed h a name was yven to it because 
he was the oldest and must experiuiced roan then livm., in 
it. Mr. Matteson was a person of mu:,h influence 1 1 the 
township while he lived and those whD k ew him well 
revered his memory after death He died a sh rt time 
previous to the breaking out of the p,reat cml war and Ins 
remains rest in the cemetery near his old h me The 
orchard on the Matteson firm h yet t^ hi, "een located 
near the west shore of the lake He choae a m st pn,{ur 
esque situation for his h me and his dajs were ]ti ed in 
peace on the shore of one of tl e loveliest of I ikes in thi 
region, abounding in such ^ems f nature 

EARLY SETTIEMENTs 
Ahhough the township was lamed in h nor of Mr 
Matteson, he was not its first settler notwithstai din^ he 
came before a road hid been cut throUr,h the ttwn and 
before it had becomi of much iraportini.e lu the estunation 
of the pioneers of the rt^ a 
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The first entry of land in what is now Matteson town- 
sliip inclitded the south half of the southwest quarter of 
section 18, anil was niade in November, 1834, bj Robert 
WatsoD, who stil! resides upon the place. He had come 
here at that time on a land-inspectinj^ trip, and after 
locating the above-described lot returned East, to his home 
in Venango Co., Pa., in the midst of the since-famous oil 
region. In September, 1835, he brought his family, con- 
sistiog of his wife, two sons, and two daughters, to their 
Michigan home. A loj; house, one and a half stories high, 
was soon built and occupied ; it stood west of his present 
frame dnelhng, where the orchard is located, and was 18 
by 20 feet in dimensions. On their arrival, Mr. Watson 
went to Colon, St. Joseph Co., purchased some lumber, 
returned with it, and built a small temporary shanty, in 
which they lived until the log house was ready. The 
latter was occupied a number of years. 

The old Kalaraaaoo trail passed close by Mr. Watson's 
house, and this he followed when he came in. Sometimes 
as many as 300 or 400 Indians passed along it, and the 
members of the &mily became well acquainted with the 
appearance and habits of the red dwellers in the forest. 

When Mr. Watson came West with his family he moved 
by wagon as far as Erie, where he shipped his wagon, a 
yoke of osen, two cows, and himself and family to Detroit, 
from which place he took the Chicago road to the interior. 
His household goods were sent around by water from Erie 
to Niles, and from thence drawn by team to their destina- 
tion in Matteson. After his house was built, Mr. Watson 
commenced clearing his land and preparing it for culti- 
vation. A " breaking team" consisted of four or five yokes 
of osen, Ci'ops were put in during the spring of 1836. 
Mr. Watson, who is a native of Centre Co., Pa., will be 
seventy-nine years of age May 11, 1879. 

During the time intervening between the date of the 
entry of his land and his return to the township with his 
family, Nathaniel Turner and Abiather Culver had come 
with their families and taken up the balance of the section, 
and when Mr. Watson returned he aided them in building 
their houses, which they had begun, and they in turn as- 
sisted him to construct his. Mr. Turner and Mr. Culver 
are both deceased. The farm of the former is occupied by 
his son, Ashley Turner, who struck the first blow toward 
improvement in the township of Matteson. Mr. Culver's 
farm is occupied by his youngest son, Oliver Culver. Ail 
three families experienced much sickness during the fall for 
several years, principally ague, fevers, etc., diseases preva- 
lent in all new countries to greater or less est«nt. 

During the spring following their settlement, Messrs. 
Waleon, Culver, and Turner helped to break each other's 
land, and in the fall following sowed the first wheat in the 
(jjwnship. This part of town was in the oak openings, 
with occasional tracts of two or three acres on which grew 
only thick willow brush. The timber consisted principally 
of several varieties of oak, with occasional hickory and 
black-cherry trees. Some of the finest farms in the town- 
ship are in this vicinity. 

Before coming to Michigan, Mr, Watson had worked, 
when a young man, at milling, cabinet- making, and the 
carpenter's trade. After his marriage he entered into (he 



Subsequent to his arrival in Michi- 
gan he worked a little at carpentering, building a saw-mill 
for a man named Eberhardt, etc. The first year after he 
came he cut a lai^e cherry-tree, seasoned the wood, and 
made several articles of household furniture, among them 
a table and a stand, which are Still in use. The.table has 
been in constant service since it was first made, and is as 
sound as when new. Mr. Watson says he has " raised two 
families at its side." His present wife is his second one, 
the first having been taken from him by death. 

Nathaniel Turner and Abiather Culver were from the 
same town in Ontario Co., N. Y., owning land in the town- 
ships of Bloomfield and Victor, and both settled in Matteson 
in the fall of 1885. 

The first birth of a white child in the township was that 
of Leroy Turner, son of Nathaniel Turner, which occurred 
Deo. 27, 1835. Mr, Culver's son, Oliver, who is the 
present township clerk, was born just five years later. 

Among the first marriages were those of Jonathan H. 
Culver and Mary Celinda Matteson, daughter of Amos 
Matteson, Esq., and Deborah Turner and a Mr. Travis. 
The first death is thought to have been that of a daughter 
of James K. Bennett, occurring in the neighborhood of the 
year 1840. Her coffin was made by Robert Watson, and 
she was buried on her father's farm. 

llie first road through Matteson township was opened 
about 1837, being laid out by Charles C. Ferrin, who had 
settled in 183<3, and been chosen a commissioner of high- 
ways in what was then Bronson. Mr, Ferrin lived near 
the road, which passes in places over the same route taken 
by the Indian trail. The latter, however, passed south of 
the lake instead of north. The road extends from a point 
three miles west of Coldwater to Constantino, St. Joseph 
Co., and was opened by the settlers living along the rout«. 
It is known as the " State Road," and is yet the principal 
highway of the township. 

The PottawattaMie Indians who occupied this region 
were very generally peaceful and i^uiet, and in some cases 
even gentlemanly. Their chief, a tall, noble Indian, whose 
name was Sau-quette, walked with the pride of a person 
born to lead and rule, and was in every way, except the 
polish of a civilized life, a perfect gentleman. On one oc- 
casion he and three of his warriors, who had just returned 
from a visit to Maumee, Ohio, stopped at Mr. Watson's 
aiid asked for some dinner. They were dressed in broad- 
cloth, and covered with jewelry. Mrs. Watson asked what 
they would have, and they said they would like some tea. 
She prepared them some dinner, including tea, and afVer 
they had finished the chief asked what was to be paid. Mrs. 
Watson replied " nothing," At this the chief arose in his 
dignity and wanted tc know if she thought they were beg- 
gars. Taking out his purse he paid her twenty-five cents 
for each warrior and himself and departed, Sau-quette 
was some years afterward murdered by another Indian at 
Ooldwater. His murderer was arrested and placed in jail 
at Branch, remaining about a year. As the laws of the 
whites could not be applied in his case, he was finally re- 
leased and turned over to his tribe, who administered justice 
in their own way, and he suffi'red death. 

The same trouble was experienced by tl 
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town which fell to the lot of those living in all localities 
far removed from a prominent market. For any surplus 
raised bj the farmers there was no market nearer than De- 
troit, and as produce brought but small prices at that place, 
there was practically no market whatever. Occasionally a 
few bu hels of grain or othtfr produce were soM to a new 
ettte Sal sold here as high as six cents per pound. It 
was brou h f om New York to Detroit, and thence by 
eam o tl e country settlements. Upon the completion 
fa a 1 o d a good market was opened. Horses were very 
seldom een all work being done with oxon. 

Hiram Gardner, from Otaego Co., N. Y., came to Matte- 
son in the fall of 1836, purchased the place where his widow 
now lives, cleared about two acres, and built a tog house at 
the southwest comer of the present orchard. While living 
in New York, Mr. Gardner had married Pamelia Matteson, 
daughter of Amos Matteson, Esq., who settled in this town, 
as previously described. In 1837, Mr. Gardner returned 
with his wife and three children. He became one of the 
prominent men of the township, and performed a great 
amount of labor. Physically he was very strong, and nu- 
merous anecdotes are related where his power was called 
into requisition. During his later years he was an acute 
suiferer ; and when the writer called upon him in March, 
1879, he was lying upon his dying bed, as it proved, for his 
death occurred a few days later, or March 16, 1S79. His 
son, Amos Gardner, is the present supervisor of the town- 
ship. 

When Mr. Gardner moved to his farm in Matteson, the 
only families living in the township were those of Robert 
Watson, Nathaniel Turner, Abiather Culver, John Corson, 
Isaac Gilaon, and Amos Matteson, or with possibly one or 
two others. The settlement of all these, except Corson and 
Gilson, has been mentioned. The former located on sec- 
tion 24, in 1836, and his widow and two sons, L, W. and 
D. Corson, are yet residents of the township. The farm 
lies south of the comers, east of Matteson Lake. 

Isaac GilsoD lived in the western part of the township, 
and had been a resident of St. Joseph County, on the 
banks of the " Nottawa-sepee." He was from the State of 
Ohio. 

Jamea K. Bennett, from Ontario Co., N. Y., emigrated 
to Matteson in the fall of 1838 with his family, arriving 
on the 19th of October, and locating on the farm where 
his son, C. C. Bennett, now lives. His family consisted of 
his wife and three children. Mr. Bennett purchased his 
farm fltiO acres) from Horatio L. Folbes; but the latter 
had made uo improvements upon it, and Mr. Bennett was 
obliged to commence by making his own clearing, and was 
therefore strictly a pioneer. He built a log house, where 
his widow is now living, one hundred and twenty rods east 
of the corners. C. C. Bennett occupies a fine brick resi- 
dence on the west side of the farm, and his sister, Mrs. S. 
Eleanor Allen, also resides in town. 

John Colmbs, the father of Mrs. C. C. Bennett, from 
Seneca Co., N. Y. (town of Romulus), was among the earlier 
settlers in the interior of Michigan. He moved West pre- 
vious to the year 1830, and located in Wayne County. His 
father, Thomas Colmbs, who was with him, died within a 
few years, and the son subsequently moved into Lenawee 



County (about 1837-39), where he died. His widow some 
time afterwards married Comfort Thompson, and came with 
him to Branch County in 1846, locating on section 36, in 
Matteson. Mrs. Thompson's brother and her father were 
soldiers during the war of I811i, and the latter was among 
the early settlers of Lenawee Go., Mich. 

Jam'es 0. Johnson, a native of Rutland Co., Vt, after- 
ward a resident of New Jersey, New York City, and Ohio, 
living in Lorain County, in the latter State, for fifteen 
years, took a load of people to old Fort Meigs, above 
Toledo, in June, 1840, where a celebration was held in 
honor of Gen. William H. Harrison, the nominee for 
President. Sending his team home, he came to what is 
now Matteson, and purchased land on section 12. In 
February, 1841, he and his brother, Francis Johnson, — 
both unmarried, — came out and began improvements on 
the place which, although purchased from second hands, 
was yet in a state of nature. The present north and south 
road leading by the place had been laid out, but was not 
worked, and a team could with difficulty make its way 
over it. 

Mr. Johnson built a log house on his place, which is yet 
standing near the residence of his son, KoUin Johnson. 
His brother-in-law, Allen Turner, a son of Nathaniel 
Turner, oni- of the first settlers in the western part of 
the town, lived with Mr. Johnson in 1841 in the above- 
mentioned house. He was a carpenter by trade, and worked 
at it while his family reuiained with Mr. Johnson. In 
1842 he built for his own use a log house, which now 
stands in the rear of the residence of Homer F. Johnson. 

In the fall of 1851, James 0. Johnson started on a 
journey to the newly-discovered land of gold^California— • 
reaching there in March, 1852. He stayed three years, 
and his experience in that region was of a nature common 
with that of all others who were there during the first 
years of the excitement. 

Mr. Johnson's grandfather, Adam Johnson, came to the 
United States from Nova Scotia during the Revolutionary 
war, and espousing the American cause took up arms under 
Washington, and served through the remainder of the 
struggle. For his services Congre^ granted him a warrant 
for 400 acres of land, which included the site of the present 
city of Columbus, capital of Ohio. Before getting ready 
to move to it be died in Rutland Co Vt in which he had 
made his home. 

P. H. Sheldon, who settled m St Joseph County in 
1835, has been a resident of Matteson since 1873. James 
E. Fisk, who died in 1%3 came to this township in 
1835(?), when hh only neighbors were Indiana and wild 
game. G. W. Tilton settled m Coldwater in 1833, and 
upon his jwesent farm on (he State road in Matteson in 
1841. R. C, Gwin, whose parents were among the pioneers 
of Cass County, came to Matteson in 1844; J, W. Turner 
in 1841 ; H. McLean in 1845 ; R. E. Copeland in 1848 ; 
E. S. Faxon in 1846; and John Baker in 1848. 

W. M. McCarty located in Coldwater in 1831, and 
helped raise the second house in the place (?). He moved 
to Matteson in 1855. C. A. Dufoe settled on his present 
farm in 1838, and Francis Reynolds in 1846. 

William Alger settled near Dayburgh, ButlSt t(JWuahiBj 
los"od by V 
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in 1834, and felled the first tree iu 
eountj He removed (o Matteson ii 
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On the 23d of December, 1837, the inhabitants of town- 
ship 6 south, range 8 west, met at the house of Abiather Cul- 
ver and proceeded to business, as follows ; " Mr. A. Culver 
was chosen moderator for the meeting ; Mr. J, Corson was 
chosen secretary for the meeting. 1st, it was voted that a 
petition would be presented tu the Legislature to be set off 
for a separate town by the name of Matteson."* The 
following is tlie act oi^nizing the township : " All that 
portion of the county of Branch designated in the United 
States survey as township number 6 south, of range number 
8 west, be and the same hereby is set off and oi^anized 
into a separate township by the name of Mattesou ; and the 
first township-meeting therein shall be held at the house 
of Abiather Culver, in said township. "f 

"Mattigbon, April 2, 1836. 

"Agreeable to the above act, and in pursuance of the 
same, Amos Matteson was chosen as moderator; Robert 
Watson as clerk ; John Corson, James Glillis, and Hiram 
Gardner for inspectors of said election ; and after being 
duly sworn according to law proceeded to elect by ballot :"| 
Supervisor, Joseph Rudd ; Township Clerk, Robert Wat- 
son ; Assessors, Ephrum Cline, John Vaughan ; Com- 
missioners of Highways, Lazarus Everhart, John Stailey, 
Robert Watson ; Justices of the Peace, Robert Watson 
and others (names so dim on record they could not be 
deciphered) ; Collector, Charles F. Jackson ; Constables, 
Charles F. Jackson, Ashley Turner ; School Inspectors, 
Thomas B. Watson, Hiram Gardner, James L. Gillis; 
Overseers of the Poor, Hiram Gardner, James 1j. Gillis ; 
Fence-Viewer, Abiather Culver ; Poundmaster, Lazarus 
Everhart ; Pathraasters, John Vaughan, Nelson Washburn. 

The number of voters was so small that, as will be seen 
by reference to the above list, several 'offices were neces- 
sarily given to one person in some instancos, in order that 
all might be filled. The records are missing for the years 
from 1839 to 18i2, inclusive. Beginning with 1843 the 
following is a list of the principal officers of the township 
to the present time : 



1S43. Hiram Onrdner. 


ISSO. J. H. Culver. 


1944, J. 11. Culver. 


1861. Granville S.Burnett. 


1845-46. Hirnm Oardiier. 


1862. J. H. Culver. 


1847-4B. Jtimes B. Pisk. 




ISaO. Hiram Gardner. 


1864. a. S. Burnm. 


1851. Allen Tamer. 


1886-67. Derrick <:...«, in. 


1852. James E, Fisk. 


1868. 9. S. Burnett. 


1853-64. Jonalhon H. Culver. 


1869.*J.H. Culver. 


1855. James B. Pisk. 


1870. Samuel B. Cnrsun. 


1866. J. II. Culver. 


1871-76. Ainoe Gardner. 




1B77. S. W, Sharrer. 


» Townahip reeorda. 





1S43. Jonathan H. Culver. 


1859. E. 8. Faion. 




1860. Charles M. Benediot. 


1846. John Gray. 


1961-84. Morris Howe. 


1S4G. James B. Fiek. 


1866. Orrin F. Oliver. 


1847. Samuel B. Fason. 


!8fiB-67. Morris Howe. 


IS48-iO. Robert WataoD. 


1868. Samuel B. Corson. 


1861. 8. B. Faxon. 


186». Bdwin 8. Faxon. 


18S2. Joel H. Legg. 


1870. Manton E. Sawins. 


1853-54. JameaE. Flak. 


1871-73. Albert D. Fisk. 


18»5. Samuel H. Beaeh. 


1374. David Shimmel. 


1366. Robert E. Cop eland. 


1875. A. D. Fiak. 


1957. Bdwin S. Faxon. 


1876-77. Georgo W. Fullon. 


185S. Alien Turner. 




184a-45. Charles F. Jaekson. 


1859. Eentlej Benediot. 


184a. Jonathan H. Culver. 


186(1. Israel Wheeler. 


1847. JeBBB Monroe. 


1861. John P. Flak. 


18*8-50. Aroh. G. Thompson. 


1862. Derrick Coraon. 


1861-62. Charles F. Jaohson. 


1863. Robert E. Copeiand. 


1853-54. John W. Turner. 


1864. Derrick Coraon. 


IB66. Jacob L. Everhart. 


1865-70. Robert B. Copeiand 


1856. Columbus C. Bennett. 


1871-72. Seorge W. Fulton. 



Joaeph Rudd. 
Stephen Ed war 
Robert Watson. 
A.D. Coleman. 



1864. J. Frederick. 

Allen Turner. 
185*. Allen Tarner. 

Adna H. Smith. 
1856. Granville S. Burm 
1867. James E. Fisk. 
1858, M. L. Smith. 

Jefferson Ballon. 



X John 



1,1. Ashley Turner. 

Joseph Kudd. 
14. Ashley Turner. 

Alvin Monroe. 
16. Ephraim Cliiie, 



A, W. Plumley. 
I. Archibald J. Richardson. 
;. M. L. Smith. 

Ashley Turner, 
t. Philetna Shan. 
I. G. S. Burnett. 
). A. J. Richardson, 
i. M. L. Smith. 
r. J. Ballon. 

Chaancey H. Noyes. 
i. U. S. Burnett. 
I. Phitetus Shaw. 
I. Charles Botbwick. 

A. J. Rtchardaon. 
L. S. B. Coraon. 



J. S. Lytle. 
1. Selleck Sbarrer. 
'. K. E. Copeiand. 

D. L. Orcutt. 



n Mod 

cob Liudley. 
)hraim Cline. 
len Turner, 
hn Cronbaugh. 



1847. Hiram (iardi 

Joaeph Eudd 

1948-49. Noreoord 



'. Abraham Lowry. 



I. Ervin C. Fisk. 
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860. Benllej Benedict. 


I86S 


rr« Wiilioms, 


Crandle Bireh. 


ixet 


J. L. Everhart. 


851. Jacob L. Brerhart. 




Daniel Rich, 


862. Jaoob Lil*r. 


1885 


John P. Fisk. 


18S3. Joseph B. Hunt. 


186H 


Francis Reynolds 


1854. Frunela KeynoMs. 




Daniel F. Rich. 


1865. Melaon Bradle;. 


1867 


J. L. Bverhart.* 


1856. Comfort Thompson. 


1868 


James 0. Johnson 


185?. A. J. Riohardaon. 


1869 


Alexander Ander 


L. K. Lewis. 


1870 


J. L. Bverhart. 


J. L. Evarhart. 


1871 


James 0. Johnson 


859. J. L. Everhart. 


1872 


Ales. Anderson. 


1859. Lyman K, Lewis. 




George Kejce. 


1860. Samuel B. Coieon. 


1874 


James 0. Johnson 


1861. J. L. Bverhart. 




F. Bhaffmaster. 


1862. C. A. Dnfoe. 


197 .1 


77. George Keyca 


1863. Samuel CorsoE. 






1843. Hiram Gardner. 


1861 


Samuel E, Faion 


844. Hiram Gardner. 




David Anderson, 


Joseph Rndd, Jr. 




James D. Sludley 


8J5. Joseph Rudd, Jr. 


1863 


Isaac A. Oi-aj. 


Richard Dougherty. 




0. While. 


B4fl. Jefferson Ballou. 


1864 


Seymour S. Sage. 


84;. Hiram Gardner. 


]3fl5 


Hudson Miller. 


848. Francis Johnson. 


186a 


Manton B. Sa«in 


849. Hiram Gardner. 


1867 


Jonathan Culver. 


Nelson D. Dufoe. 


1868 


C. D. RobinK.ii. 


850. N. D. Dufoe. 




M. B, Warner. 


851. B. S. Eason. 




Hudson Miller. 


Robert Watson. 


1870 


L. E. Wiloos. 


852. Francis R. Johnson. 




D, Corson. 


853. Hiram Gardner. 


1871 


D. Corson. 


854. William F. Minncrly. 


1872 


L. B. Wilco.v. 


855. Hiram Gardner. 


1873 


A. J, Riohardson, 


858. David Anderson. 




Edward P. San,lp. 


857. Charlea M. Benedict. 


1874. 


E. P. Sands. 


858. C. M. Benedict. 




J. Corson. 


D. Anderson. 


1875^ 


76. E. P. Sands. 


859. D. Anderson. 


1«77. 


C. A. Buster. 


860. Hiram Gardner. 







1813. James 0. Johnson. 


1862. J. Ballou. 


1814. John B. Doagherty, 


1853. Samuel Beach. 


George Wilcos. 


W. H. Hammond. 


1845. Jacob Lindley. 


1854. Samuel Beach. 


John S. Dougherty. 


W. H. Hammond. 


1846. Joseph Hunt. 


1855. Ashley Turner. 


Jonathan H. Culver. 


AmosMatteaon. 


1817. Hirftm Gardner. 


1856. Allen Turner. 


James B. Fieb. 


W. H. Hammond. 


1848. No record. 


1867. Henry Wonsej. 


1819. Jefferson Ballon. 


Morgan L. Smith. 


Jesse Monroe. 


1858. «, W, Tilton. 


1850. No record. 


John R. Winana. 


1851. Robert Copeland. 


1859. Henry Winans. 


Welcome Hammond. 


William G. McOarty. 


1852. J. Frederick. 




1872. C. II. Noyea. 


1874. R. B. Copeland. 


Carey Dunn. 


1875. No record. 


Lyman K. Lewis. 


1876. P. Shaffmaster. 


Charles A. Goodman. 


1877. R. B. Copeland. 


1973. Hector McLean. 




Officers elected in 1878.— 


Superviaor, Amos Grardner; 




olver; Treasurer, Arthur G. 


•5 Alsr, spelled E,:;iii,.-I «,x 
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Copeland; Justices of the Peace, Ashley Turner, Samuel 
Lilly ; Comraissioner of Highways, C. C. Bennett ; Drain 
Commissioner, William Anderson ; School Superintendent, 
Jay C. Corson ; School Inspector, Samuel Gardner ; Con- 
stables, James Fisk, Cliarlea Culver, William G. Chamber- 
lain, Jason Baldwin, 

SCHOOLS. 

On the 8tli of April, 1839, the school commissioners 
met, and divided the township into four school districts, 
viz.. No. 1 ; west district, or No. 2 ; northwest district, or 
No. 3 ; and southeast district, or No. 4. " The inhabitants 
of school district No. 2 met at the houso of Abiather Cul- 
ver, pursuant to notice, Nov. 19, 1839, for the purpose of 
electing district officers and other purposes betongiug to the 
annual meeting."* Among other business transacted it 
was voted to raise _^(ie dollars to purchase a district library, 
a like amount to buy a library case, aod that the library 
should be kept at the residence of Abiather Culver, with 
Jonathan H. Culver as librarian. It was also voted to 
raise $75 to pay for a six months' school. 

About 1838-39 a Ic^ school-house was built in what is 
now district No. 2, on the ground where stands the present 
stone school building. A school was made up from the 
famiiies of Robert Watson, Nathaniel Turner, Abiather 
Culver, and Isaac Gilson, and taught by Jonathan H. 
Culver. This was the first school in the township, and 
was sustained by private subscription. 

On the north side of the State road, on section 14, a log 
school-house was built about 1841-4:i, and a school con- 
ducted by Melissa Webster, It was a winter term, and 
attended by the children of Hiram Gardnei- and others iu 
the vicinity. Miss Webster lived in Colon, St. Joseph Co. 
In the fall of 1848 the school-house in district No. 5 was 
built, and the number attending at the log building was 
considerably diminished. 

The families in the neighborhood of Mattcson Post-Offioe 
sent their children for a time to the log school-house above 
described. In the spring of 1855, however, the present 
frame building at the Corners was erected, and Miss Maria 
Monroe employed as teacher. She had previously taught 
in a building which stood about where the present black- 
smith-shop is, and which had been used, as occasion re- 
quired, as a blacksmith -shop, school-house, law-office, etc. 

MATTESOH POST-OFFICE 

was established about 1854r-56, with Edwin Faxon as first 
postmaster. He was succeeded by C. C. Bennett about 
1858, the latter retaining charge seven years. Both these 
gentlemen kept the office at their houses. Mr. Bennett's 
successor was Hammond Sawins, and he was followed by 
Mrs. Orcutt, who kept the office in the grocery at the 
Comers. Those since in charge have been John Allen, 
Anthony Sands, Mrs. Orcutt a second time, and the present 
incumbent, William Harrison Bennett. 

In the fall of 1852 a saw-mill was built at the Corners 
by Nichols & Shepard, of Battle Creek. This mill was 
destroyed by fire, and a second one was erected by Amos 
Matteson, Esq., which was also burned. The property 
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afterwards passed into the hands of Hammond Sawins. A 
third mi]] on the same site has been burned since the pro- 
prietor of the present one, John Wood, purchased the 
property. Tliig mill has done a lat^ business in recent 
years, but is now used but little. 

A general store was established here in 1865 by Daniel 
Oreutt, but was finally discontinued. Another has been 
establislied farther east by W. H. Bennett, the present 
postmaster. Besides the post-office, saw-mill, store, and 
school-house, the settlement contains one blaclcsraith- and 
wagon-shop and several dwellings. 

The cemetery, northwest of Matteson Lake, was laid out 
about 1855, and contains 3 acres. It is very pleasantly lo- 
cated, and the only one in the tewnship. Burials were 
made, before this cemetery was provided, in private lots in 
different parts of town, one of which was on the premises 
of Amos Matteson. Many were removed from their differ- 
ent resting-places and transferred to the new cemetery when 
it had been made ready. 

The following article from the pen of John ftlcLean, of 
Athens, Calhoun Co., was written descriptive of the times 
during the pioneer days, and is worthy of perusal. Those 
who experienced the trials of life in the wilderness will 
appreciat« his words : 

" Let us talte a review of the times from the early settle- 
ment of the counties of Branch, Calhoun, St. Joseph, and 
Kalamazoo. I have not the exact date of the first settle- 
ment of these counties, but I think the greatest tide of im- 
migration was in 1836. The land was mostly taken by 
actual settlers from 1835 to 1840. That which was not so 
taken was mostly gobbled up by speculators. But little 
capital was brought into these counties. Generally the set- 
tlers came from New York and Pennsylvania with w^ons, 
in which were their effects, and barely money enough to 
pay for their land, which had previously been entered. 

" Michigan was as well adapted to pioneer life as any 
country in the world, with the exception of fever and ague. 
The country was diversified with timbered land, prairies, 
openings, and marshes, the latter affording hay with which 
to winter the stock. The openings only had to have the 
trees girdled and broken up in order to produce good crops. 
Wild game and fish were abundant. The prairies and 
openings were first settled. The principal difficulties to 
overcome were the ague and the distance to mill and 
market, many having to go to Detroit for their supplies. 
After this the railroad came to Jackson, which was then 
their nearest market. It then took three days to go to 
mill and return. One of these pioneers, living in Colon, 
ground com in a coffee-mill, which was all a family of seven 
or eight had to live on for a week. Others made a cavity 
in a solid stump, into which the com was placed and 
pounded to meal by a pestle. A combination of economy 
and industry are sure roads to wealth and infiuence. In 
point I instance the Wagners,' of Colon. The eldest son of 
the family came there with barely money enough to enter 
160 acres of land, at $1.25 per acre, m 1835 or 1S^6 He 
orectod a ]og cabin, and the hardware used in its construc- 
tion eost less than $2. As soon is this was done the bal- 
ance of the family followed with barely money enough to 
get there. In 1850 the familj was worth from $J0,U0O to 
41 



$40,000. This accumulation was made after supporting 
a family of eighteen children. (Mr. Wagner was twice 
ni.irried, and had nine children by each wife.) My uncle 
came here in 1830, and brought with him 84000 and a 
family of healthy boys, four of whom were able to do the 
work of as many men. I remember his saying to me, jn 
1845, ■ There is Mr. Turner, whose family is about the size 
of mine, who came here at the same time that I did, with 
barely money enough to ^^et here ; to-day he is worth as 
much money as we are.' I saw one of Mr. Turner's sons 
the other day, and he told me that he struck the first blow 



" In those days the new-comer was hailed with delight. 
All the capital he needed was two strong arms to wield the 
axe or guide the breaking-plow. If he brought a family . 
with him there was plenty of wild land he could buy on 
time. The neighbors would club together and help him 
put up a log cabin. All that was needed to be bought was 
a few pounds of nails, to make a door and case a window, 
and twelve lights of 8 by 10 glass, and he had as good arouse 
as hia neighbor. The door was hung with wooden hinges 
and a wooden latch. Girls and boys went to dances with 
ox-toams. If a man chanced to have a borse or pony he 
would make a pung or jumper out of poles, put on a crockery 
crate for a box, and have a grand time sleigh-riding. I do 
not know but the young folks enjoyed themselves then as 
well as they do now. Neighborhoods extended for miles. 
Men would go from three to five miles to help a man raise 
a log cabin. When a frame barn was raised it was consid- 
ered a holiday. They would get together at an early hour, 
some going at least five miles. The barn was generally 
raised in the space of two hours or less, and a game of ball, 
jumping, wrestling, etc., followed, then refreshments were 
served, after which they went home, feeling that they had 
a good time. 

" A few sheep were kept by the early settlers, and their 
wool was carded and spun, a few pounds of cotton yarn 
purchased for warp, and the wool and cotton woven ti^ether 
for clothing. There was many a poor woman made quite 
a comfortable living with her loom. She generally took 
produce for her pay, sometimes getting an order on the 
store ; and by those that lived in the timber, maple-sugar 
and anything she could make use of in the family was taken 
for pay. Barter was the general custom of the country. 
Men paid for breaking up the openings with stoers or oxen. 
Maple-sugar was swapped for pork, corn, or wheat ; lumber 
and shingles for produce ; oxen, cows, or horses were taken 
by the mechanic for the building of houses or barns. 
Wheat was about the only thing that brought money, and 
for that they were sometimes forced to take part store pay. 
I have heard men toll of drawing wheat from the town of 
Sherwood to Jackson, and selling it for 35 cents per bushel, 
and having to take half their pay in goods out of the store, 
and the rest in wild-eat money. We talk of being taxed 
lo death. Think of drawing wheat from forty to eighty 
miles and selling it for from 35 to 50 cents per bushel, and 
paying from I2i to 25 cents for prints, '12 to 15 cents for 
brown sugar, from 75 cents to $1 for tea, and having to ^ve 
from 4 to 8 bushels of wheat for a pair of coarse boots, , 
and those hardly worth bringing home ; or go^^^^^b^^^^t^ I f* 
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miles with a few dozen eggs, and having to sell them for 
4 cents per dozen, and pay four times as much for goods as 
we do now ! 

" What would the young married folks think of going in 
the woods and throwing up a log cahin, covering it with 
shakes, and building a stone back wall and a stick chimney 
for a fireplace ; constructing a table out of a dry goods hos ; 
making their bedsteads out of poles and using bark for cords, 
and slabs with holes bored in the poles or sticks for legs? 
This is the way many of the first settlers commenced in 
Michigan." 

To those who have aided in the compilation of the fore- 
going sketch are relumed sincere obligations. Among 
them are Kobert Watson, Oliver B. Culver, Hiram Gardner 
(since deceased) and wife, James 0. Johnson, C. C. Ben- 
nett, Mrs. Comfort Thompson, and others. A few items 
bavi. been taken from the articles published during the 
winter of 1878-79 in the Voldwaler Republican, and the 
existing records and other sources of information, have been 
consulted It is confidently believed that the history of the 
township will prove generally satisfactory. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

AMOS GAUDNKR. 

Samuel Gardner was a native of Vermont, and when a 
young man emigrated to New York, and with his wife set- 
tled on a farm in Otsego County, where he lived all his 
life, dying at an advanced age. He reared a family of five 
children, named Mehitabie, David, Hiram, Kdward, and 
Benjamin. Hiram was born Dec. 12, 1803, at the old 
home in Burlington, Otsego Co. He was reared a farmer, 
and obtained a good education, and when a young man 
taught school for a number of terms. In 1830, at the age 
of twenty-five years, he was married to Panielia, daughter 
of Amos Malteson, who was afierwards one of the first set- 
tlers in the township that bears his name in Branch County. 

In 1836, Hiram came to Michigan, purchased two hun- 
dred and forty acres of government land in the township of 
Matteson, and the following year moved his family and 
settled on his new land, where he has ever since resided, 
and where the venerable old pioneer eouple are still liv- 
ing. They are the parents of eight children, named 
Dewitt, Amos, Samuel, Diadamia, Jonas, Delia, Celinda, 
and Pamelia, who are all living except Dewitt and Dia- 
damia. Amos was born at the old Otsego home, in 
New York, March IB, 1833. Having been reared on the 
new farm in Matteson, his advantages for obtaining an 
education in his boyhood were limited indeed, so l^r as a 
book education went; but chopping, logging, and clearing 
up his father's new farm, and afterwards his own, devel- 
oped a strong, robiist, physical capacity, which, united to 
more than ordinary natural mental endowments, have made 
him a man of much consideration and influence in his 
locality. He remained at home with his father until he 
was twenty-one years of age, when he worked out by the 
month for a year or two, and then, in 185ti, went to Iowa, 



where he spent a few months ; thence he went to Kansas, 
where he took up some land, and made some improvements. 
He then sold out and returned to Michigan, and worked 
his father's farm on shares for the next three years. He 
then made a purchase of one hundred acres of wild land 
adjoining his father's farm in the town of Matteson, and 
on Jan. 1, 1863, he was united in marriage to Miss Ellen 
A., daughter of Eri Whelan and Hannah Whelan, old set- 
tlers of Lenawee Co., Mich. By purchases he added to 
his farm, until now it consists of two hundred and forty 
acres of finely-cultivated, fertile lands, well adapted to the 
production of all kinds of grain, grass, and fruit. Mr. 
Gardner has been very successful as a fermer. and he also 
pays much attention to the rearing of stock. He is held 
in high esteem in his town, and is at this time serving his 
seventh term as supervisor. His wife, who is a remarkably 
intelligent and fine-looking lady, has borne him three chil- 
dren, named Ella M., Gertrude B., and Donna Inez. 

By reference to other pages of this work may be found 
a large double-page view of the farm of Amos Gardner, 
and the portraits of himself and wife. 

JAMES 0. JOHNSON. 

Adam Johnson, the grandfather of our subject, was born 
in 1750, and when a very young man, at the commence- 
ment of the war between the Colonies and the British 
government, became a refugee from Nova Scotia. He 
escaped from the British authorities, joined the patriot 
forces, and fought all through that great struggle. At the 
close of the war he was married, and became the father of 
five children. He died in 1804, at fifty-five years of age. 
His son James was born Oct. 14, 1790, was reared a farmer, 
and on the 23d day of November, 1813, was married to 
Sarah Ashley, of Fair Haven, Vt. They emigrated from 
Vermont to Ohio in 1825, and in 18-il they came to 
Michigan and settled on a farm in the township of Matte- 
son. He afterward moved into the village of Union, where, 
in 1866, he died, at the age of seventy-five years. His 
wife died the same year, at the age of seventy-one. They 
were the parents of four children, named Fanny A., Betsey 
E., James 0., and Francis K. Of these only James and 
Francis are now living. Francis resides on his farm in the 
town of Sherwood, Branch Co. 

James 0. was born April 16, 1820, at Castleton, Vt. 
He received a fmr education in the common English 
branches, was brought up a farmer, remained with and 
assisting his father until his majority, and for many years 
after continued with his father, all living and working 
together as one family. 

July 25, 1843, he was united in marriage to Miss Sarah 
Lindlej, of Brunswick, Medina Co., Ohio, and the next 
year he settled on a farm of his own in the township of 
Matteson. Oct. 30, 1854, he mourned the death of his 
wife and loved companion. She was the mother of four 
children, named Homer F., Adelaide, Francis M., and 
KoUin A. July 15, 1855, he filled the vacancy in his home 
by a marriage with Miss Julia Lindley, a sister of his first 
wife, by whom he has had four children, named James M., 
Sarah E., Laura H. and Htta L. 
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Califarnia, where he remained three years. He is the 
owner of four hundred and forty acres of magnificent farm- 
ing land, whicli he and his enterprising sons manage suo- 
eeHsfuIlj. In addition to farming Mr. Johnson pays much 
attention to the rearing of fine improved stock, both in 
cattle and horses, being at this time the owner of one of 
the finest Norman stallions in the State, and for which he 
has obtained many premiums. Mr. Johnson has been for 
many years an honored member of the Masonic fraternity, 
and whether as entered apprentice, master, i 



member of the council, he has ever been regarded by the 
craft as a good man. 

Mrs. Julia Johnson was bom at Brunswick, Medina 
Co., Ohio, on the Sflth of July, 1822. She has been an 
honored member of the Methodist Kpiscopal Church for 
over thirty-five years, and has boroe her full share of life 
duties to her husband and children. We are able to pre- 
sent our patrons a fine view, on another page of this work, 
of the home and farm of another old settler of Branch 
County. 




JE^bE MEKEDITll. 



JESSE MEREDITH. 



While the quiet, unassuming citizen the tailing, honest 
farmer, who remains at home and attend'S to his own business, 
never pushing himself forw\rd in politicil strife, or ques- 
tionable schemes of speculili n miy be )verlooked and 
unnoticed in the pages of ^^eneru! history it is proper that 
in a work of this kind some of the real representatives of 
the people should have a place. Of this class may be men- 
tioned Jesse Meredith, who was a native of Pennsylvania. 
His father's family emigrated to Ohio when he was a young 
man, where they were engaged in farming in Summit 
County. He was born on the 5th day of April, 1812, was 
reared a farmer, which occupation he followed through life, 
and he remained single until quite late in life, when he was 
united in marriage to Miss Caroline Sessions, who was born 
on the 6th of January, 1818. They were married on the 
6th day of February 1848. Two years after his marriage 
he remov d to M h an and settled on a farm in the town- 
ship of Ma tes w n es north of the village of Brou- 
son, in B h C un y Their first house was, as usual in 
those day s u d f logs, and they passed through all 

the trans n f nap ncer commencement of chopping, 
losing, and lea ng S he forest, to the beautiful culti- 
vated fie d ha d d comfortable residence and out- 
buildings of o-day M Meredith was in poor health for 
many years before his death, which occurred Sept. 1, 1871, 
at the age of fifty-nine years, leaving his widow in com- 




MRS. JESS£ MEBEDIXH. 



fortable circumstances. They have one child, named Dora, 
who is married and has two children. She resides on the 
old home-farm, with her mother. Mrs. Meredith has con- 
tributed the portraits of herself and deceased husband to 
this work, as a memento of his unblemished life and 
character. 



ASHLEY TURNER. 
■ The ancestors of Mr. Turner were among the early settlers 
of New England. Nathaniel Turner, the father of Ashley, 
was a native of Massachusetts, and when a young man went 
to Ontario Co,, N. Y., and settled in the town of Victor, 
where he was married to Miss Asenath Culver. He pur- 
chased a farm and remained there until 1835, when he and 
his eldest son came to Michigan in quest of a location for 
their future home. They were accompanied by Abiathar 
Culver, an uncle of young Turner. They arrived in Michi- 
gan, June, 1835, and made a selection in the present town- 
ship of Malteson, about nine miles northwest of the pres- 
ent village of Bronson. The Turners bought of the govern- 
ment one hundred and sixty acres, and Culver bought two 
hundred and eighty acres. After making their selection, 
the elder Turner and Culver returned to New York for 
their families, leaving Ashley to make a beginning on their 
new land. He commenced by cutting the logs for a house, 
which was the first stroke ever made in the township with 
a view to a permament settlement. He outjand prep^^ i ,^ 
los-odbyC^lOOt^le 
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the li^ for their house, but w»s unable to procure teams lo 
draw them together until quite late in the fall, when the 
families arrived with two ox-teams. 

Nathaniel Turner died in 1846, at the age of sixty-six 
years, and his widow followed him in 1849, at the age of 
fifty-nine years. They were the parents of eleven chil- 
dren, named as follows: Ashley, Allen, Fanny, Deborah, 
Mary Jane, Emeline E., Jonathan C., Eunice E., George 
L., Nelson, and Leroy. Of these, Emeline, Jonathan, 
Eunice, George, and Leroy are dead ; the others are all 
living, married, and have families. 

Ashley Turner was born Feb. 5, 1813, at Victor, Ontario 
Co., N. Y. At the age of fifteen years he was " bound out" 
to Jonathan Ransom, of Grafton, Ohio, with whom he re- 
muned until he was twenty-one. He then hired out and 
worked for Ransom for eighteen months. He then, in com- 
pany with hia father and uncle, came to Michigan. Ashley 



and his parents lived and worked together all as one lamily 
until the death of the parents. After that Mr. Turner mar- 
ried Miss Mary Ann Jones, of Portage Co., Ohio. 

Mr. Turner has steadily pursued larming all these years, 
in which he has been successful, and ho still owns and re- 
^des upon the original one hundred and sixty acres they 
bought of the government in 1835. On the 18th day of 
February, 1879, his wife died, after a brief illness of a 
few days. Two children have been born to them, named 
Edwin Leroy and Asenath P. Edwin died in 1874, at 
the age of nineteen years. The daughter, a remarkably 
flne-looking young lady of fourteen years, is at home with 
her father. 

Mr. Turner is licld in high esteem by all his friends and 
a wide circle of acquaintances. The view of the home of 
the aid pioneer, and the portraits of himself and deceased 
wife, may be found on another page of this work. 



NOBLE. 



a administering 
ig of the town- 



On the 19th of March, 1845, an act was passed by the 
Legislature of Michigan, creating the township of Noble, 
to include fractional township 8 south, in range 8 west of 
the principal meridian. This territory had previously been 
a part of Eronson township, and before being separately 
ot^anized many of its citizens had aided 
the official aflaira of Bronson. The nam 
ship of Noble has been attributed to 
is said that Darius Wilson proposed the name, also that it 
was suggested by William Rippey, who had heard some 
traveler speak of the region as a " noble country." Prob- 
ably, however, the credit is due to James Anderson, now of 
Coldwater, who had previously worked in Noble Co., Ind., 
and su^ested the name to Mr. Rippey. 

A " noble country" this town certainly is, with its " oak 
openings," fertile soil, charming landscapes, shining lakelets, 
and numerous water-courses. It lies but a short distance 
northeast of the beautiful Mongoquinong, English, and 
Pretty Prairies, in Indiana. Much of the more open sur- 
face was originally covered with a thick growth of hazel, 
while in places no underbrush whatever obstructed the free 
range of vision for considerable distances. Flowers grew 
in wonderful profusion, and the description of the oak 
openings generally given by those who saw them in all their 
primitive beauty is such as to create in the imaginative 
mind a view of a miniature paradise. Yet it was not for a 
number of years that people from the East couid be in- 
duced to locate in the open lands, they expressing the belief 
that where timber failed to grow it would be useless at- 
tempting to raise crops. 

Although Noble is but a small township, it contains 
many large and excellent farms. Across the southwest cor- 



ner of the town flows Fawn River, or " Crooked Creek," 
as it is often called. Its shores arc somewhat marshy, 
though not to so great an extent as in Indiana. Its course 
is esceedingly tortuous, whence its most common name. 
Several smaller streams water other portions of the town- 
ship, and are fed by a number of small lakes, some of 
which are very beautiful. Among those lakes are Ander- 
son, in the southeast comer of town, covering, according to 
the map, about 20 acres; Mud, on section 12, covering 
some 25 acres ; Fish, principally on section 8, having an 
area of about 60 acres ; Long, on section 7, nearly a mile 
in length, and considerably lai^er than Fish Lake ; and 
Honey Lake, a fine body of water, on section 17, covering 
nearly IfiO acres. Beside these there are several smaller 
ones, not given names on the map. These lakes, during 
the spring and autumn, are the resort of considerable num- 
bers of wild fowl, though not to such an extent as the 
larger ones ferther east and south. 

The improvements throughout the town of Noble are 
generally excellent, although in places the primitive log 
house is seen, or the "deadening" lifts its blasted tree- 
trunks in sad array, as if mourning their fate. Tho land 
is usually free from large stones, rendering it easy to culti- 
vate. The soil is a sandy loam, with some gravel in places, 
and is well adapted to the growth of wheat and other 
grains, while fruit of most kinds yields abundantly. Clay 
is seen in but few localities. 

The township is inhabited entirely by those devoted to 
the pursuit of agriculture, and has not a village within its 
limits. The nearest railway station is at Bronson, and 
thither, or to Orland, Ind., do the farmers repair to do 
most of their trading. 
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LAND ENTRIES AND SETTLEMKNT. 

The first entriea of land in the township were made 
about 1835, by William Eobinson and a Mr. Dusenberry, 
the former locating an eighty-acre lot and the latter a 
quarter-section. 

In the fall of the same year (1835), Walter W. Smith, 
from Caledonia Co., Vt., came to Michigan, and in Febru- 
ary, 1336, entered the northwest quarter of section 10, 
Qpon which he now resides. He remained in the State 
until the fall succeeding, staying at Niles, Berrien Co., 
and then returning to Vermont. In the spring of 1837 he 
once more caiue te Niles, and for some time lived there and 
in Indiana. He subsequently removed to the State of 
New York, and in 1842 located permanently on his farm 
in Noble. He was among the first to take up knd in this 
township, and although he did not settle until others had 
built their cabins and made their dearings, yet he has been 
familiar with the region from the time it began to be looked 
upon with favor by imm^rants. 

The first settlers in Noble came in the year 1836, 
During that spring the fiimilies of William Kippey, John 
Grove, and William Butts came to town, — all having en- 
tered land except Mr. Rippey, whose father had taken up 
nine lots. None of these persons are now living in the 
township except the widow of Mi'. Grove and her son, 
Francis N. Grove. Mr. Grove settled on the farm where 
. his son now resides, and was long one of the prominent 
men of the township. He held numerous offices, and died 
in 1851, aged fifty-one years. 

Darwin Wilson entered land in Noble in 1836, but it 
was not until 1843 that he moved his family upon it. The 
farm he located was the one now owned by Hon, George P. 
Robinson on section 14. During the time from 1838 to 
1840, Mr. Wilson was engaged in trade at Bronson village, 
David P. Gat«s being his only competitor there at that 
time (although others had previou-slj been in business at 
the place). Mr. Wilson kept two teams upon the road, 
peddling goods, salt, etc, and taking produce in eschange, 
as money was exceedingly scarce or of little value in those 
days of " wild cat" and " red dog" banks and disastrous 
speculations. 

Before removing to his farm, Mr. Wilson boilt a house 
and ham, and sowed twenty acres of wheat. On the 17th 
of November, 1842, snow fell to a considerable depth and 
the weather became very cold and severe. During a few 
days of moderate weather, beginning about Jan. 20, 1843, 
he moved his family to the farm. The wisdom of his 
taking advantage of the pleasant days was very soon made 
apparent, for it turned cold again and a very deep snow fell, 
which was not melted until early in April. That season is 
remembered by the old settlers as " the hard winter." 

When he first moved to Noble, Mr. Wilson was informed 
by persons with little fiiith in the soil that timic grasses 
would not grow here ; but he, being loath to au,jjpt such a 
statement without proof, seeded fourteen acres to cbver 
the first year he occupied his farm. The result was en- 
tirely satisfactory to him. The season was very wet, and 
while Mr. Wilson's neighbors were obliged to cut their hay 
on the marshes and carry it off with poles, he cut about 
fourteen tons of excellent clover. Nothing further was 



heard as to the tame-graas growing properties of Noble soil, 
and a complete revolution in this respect followed Mr, 
Wilson's experiment. 

In 1861, Mr. Wilson removed to Coldwater and eng^ed 
in the grocery biuiness, an accident, resulting in a broken 
limb, having rendered him unable to attend to his farm 
duties. He remained in trade seven years. 

On one occasion. In the days of the early settlements, 
while Mr. Wilson was on his way from Tecumseh to Bron- 
son to look for land, he stopped at the tavern of Mr. Taylor, 
five miles west of Coldwater, to get some dinner. Taylor 
said the women were about to go for a visit, but guessed he 
could get him something to eat. Somewhat to the surprise 
of Mr, Wilson the bell rang in a very few minutes, and he 
surmised that they must have remarkably smart women or 
very little to eat. Upon sitting down at the table he was 
still more greatly surprised at the array of edibles before 
him. The courses consisted of a single pickle, one slice of 
dry, black bread, a glass of water, and three pieces of cold 
meat, which had the appearance of having been used by 
children to wipe a dusty floor with. The inner man re- 
volted, and he drew back. Just then the landlord, who 
had been feeding Wilson's horse, came in from the barn 
and said, " Why, why, you haven't eaten your dinner yetl" 
" No, sir," replied Wilson, " I never eat such a din- 
ner 1" The reader is at liberty to fill the blank with such 
word or words as he chooses to imf^ne Wilson said. He 
ordered his horse, paid his bill, — which was Jive shillmpg, — 
and proceeded on his way, with the intention, undoubtedly, 
of finding some place more suited to his taste when next 
he felt the pangs of hunger, Mr. Wilson is at present 
living in Coldwater. 

John Grove, before mentioned, married a sister of Wil- 
liam Rippey. Sidney Matthews, who came also in 1836, 
settled in the same neighborhood with Grove, Rippey, and 
Butts. A few located the same year in the western part 
of town, among them Thomas Shane, now deceased. The 
latter is thought to have been the first actual settler in the 
township. 

The Stewarts located about 1836 in the south part, near 
the Indiana line, and John Curtis came in 1837. Peter 
Mallow bought land in 1840 and settled in 1841. Robert 
Burnside and William H. Weaver (latter from Burr Oak, 
St.Joseph Co.) were also early arrivals. 

S. S. Bushnell located in Noble in 1838. He had pur- 
chased his land two or three years previously. He died in 
1873, at the age of seventy-five years. His son, Ephraim 
B. Bushnell, is yet a resident of the township, and was but 
a boy when his father came. Mrs. E. B. Bushnell, whose 
father's name was Bennett, came with him to Adrian, Len- 
awee Co., in 1836. 

Benjamin Depue, who settled in Noble in 1836, died in 
May, 1852. His son, Henry Depue, is living in the town- 
ship. 

When, in 1841, Peter Mallow built his house, he pur- 
chased his lumber at the mill of Adams & Kent, in Bron- 
son township, paying them at the rate of six dollars per 
thousand feet. Some time in 1844, Mr. Mallow one day 
saw some kind of an animal wade through the marsh back 
of his house and plunge into the lake. SeizipgTi bimarack | 
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pole which lay near by, Mr. Mallow hurried around to the 
opposite side of the lake to head it off, and fouud it to be 
a bear. The aoimaj turned back on seeing Mallow, and the 
Iatt«r sent his aon to Mr. Shane's, requesting him to come 
over and bring his gun. Shane arrived in due time, to- 
gether with a Quuber of other men, and Bruin was soon 
driven into a tree. A shot from the rifle deprived him of 
life, and he fell into a fork in the branches, necessitating 
his removal therefrom by main strength. A man climbed 
the tree and dislodged the carcass, which fell to the ground 
with a heavy thud. 

Mr. Mallow has been prospered to a large degree during 
his residence of nearly forty years in Noble, and has a fine 
ferm of 860 acres. 

Isaac Brooks, whose son, I. H. Brooks, is still a resi- 
dent, settled in Noble in 1836, and died in the spring of 
1866. 

D. Blanchard, who located two and one-half miles west 
of Bronson village in 1838-39, at present occupies a farm 
in Noble township. 

C. B.. Smith, who passed through this part of the county 
before it was surveyed, settled in town about 18-10-42. 
His father, Joseph Smith, made the first improvements on 
the farm at Hickory Corners, now owned by Calvin H. 
Flanders. The latter has lived upon the place since March 
4, 1857. 

The log house now standing at Hickory Corners, on the 
south side of the road, was built originally by Ambrose 
Hale, Esq., one of the early settlers of the town, and who 
has been dead many years. In the political matters of the 
township he was long prominent. 

North of the Corners, and east of the road, is now living 
Mrs. Mary Henderson, in the log house which her husband, 
Thomas Henderson, built many years since. He also took 
up the land. Mr. Henderson died in 1846. He was from 
Rochester, N. Y., and settled first at Tecumseh, Lenawee 
Co., in 1835, removing to Noble in 1836. His widow re- 
sides with their aon, Thomas S. Henderson. 

William Robinson, who settled in 1836, lived on an 
eighty-acre lot on section 2, north of the farm of Mr. 
Flanders. 

Two reasons are given for naming the locality known as 
" Hickory Comers." Several hickory-trees stood where 
the two roads cross at the time the first settlers came, and 
of these but one is now left. It is also stated that the in- 
habitants of the vicinity were principally Democrats for 
many years, and the hickory-tree is the well-known emblem 
of that party ; from those two circumstances — or either of 
them — -the name probably originated. It is in the midst 
of some of the best farming country in the township, and 
occasional clusters of trees lend their beauty to the land- 
John H. Lane, from Syracuse, Onondaga Co., N. Y., 
came to Michigan in 1833, and for several years drove 
stage over the Chicago turnpike ; first between Coldwater 
and Jonesville, and afterward for three years between Cold- 
water and Bronson. He also drove into Detroit for a short 
time. The greater portion of the time he spent as a stage- 
diiver was on the line between Bronson and Niles. In 
March, 18+i, he came to Noble township and bought the I 



land' where he now lives, and built a house upon it im- 
mediately after, making the first improvements on the 
place. He had previously (1837) entered land in the town 
of Ovid, and for two years lived in the southern part of 
De Kalb Co., 111., before moving to his present place of 
residence. His farm lies in the beautiful oak-opening 
region cast of Hickory Corners, and is among the best in 
the neighborhood. His son, F. H. Lane, is the clerk of 
the township. 

William Butis, a blacksmith by trade, and one of the 
first settlers in Noble, met his death in a shocking manner. 
A boy came into his shop with a rifle, wishing the load 
taken out. The breech was unscrewed and the powder 
poured out, after which the boy took an iron rod, heated 
it red-hot, and endeavored to melt the bullet. Not suc- 
ceeding in his efforts, Mr. Butts took the rod, heated it 
again, and placing it in the barrel, with the outer end 
against his breast, undertook to push out the ball. It 
seems that a little powder had been left, for an esploaion 
followed, driving the rod through Mr. ButIs' body, killing 
him on the spot. It is seldom that such an affair happens 
in any locality, and the extreme carelessness of such a pro- 
ceeding is apparent to everybody. 

John Croy, the first settler in Gilead township, lived 
afterward in Noble, but finally went West, moving twice 
before unloading his goods. 

William S. Wilier settled in Noble in 1843, and cleared 
up a farm. He held office to some extent while a resident 
of the township, being town clerk sis years in succession. 
He is now living in Burr Oak, St. Joseph Co. 

James Miller settled with his parents in Indiana, about 
1830-31, and in 1840 removed to the farm he now occn- ' 
pies in the west part of Noble. 

David Foster, in the year 1830, came to White Pigeon, 
St. Joseph Co., stopping on his way at Lima, Ind., with a 
man named Fobes, who lived at that place in a log house, 
which is yet standing. After staying at White Pigeon a 
month, Mr. Foster endeavored to persuade his brother to 
go with him to Chicago. In this he failed, and started 
alone. He stopped for the night at a place sixteen miles 
east of La Porte, Ind., and was informed that the future 
" G-ardeu City" was but an embryo settlement, containing 
a fort and 13 houses, built principally of logs, and inhab- 
ited by half-breeds and foreigners. He was dissuaded from 
journeying farther in that direction and returned to White 
Pigeon, and thence east through Branch County. Near 
Hog Creek or Prairie River, he became lost in the forest 
near Adams' &, Pierce's saw-mill. Finding a man chopping 
he inquired the way out, and was directed to the mill, and 
from there to Bronson, finally coining out of the woods 
safely. In the fall of 1835 he located at Bronson village, 
near the present sito of the union school building, and in 
August, 1837, removed to a location in Noble township, 
half a mile east of Hickory Comers. 

James Anderson, now a prominent marble dealer in 
Coldwater, setUed in Noble in the fall of 1842, in the 
southeast corner of the township, wliere is now a small 
lake bearing his name. Previous to locating here he had 
been employed as teamster in Noble Co., Ind., and to him 
is accredited the honor of naming Noble, township. Mr. 
Hos-odbyljOOglC 
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Anderaon is a native of Scotland, and came to the United 
States in 1833. In his youth lie learned the typo's art, 
and when standing at his case was a very rapid workman. 
Arriving in New York City, he worked for James Gordon 
Bennett, 8r., before he established the New York Herald, 
and surprised his fellow-prlntere by his dexterity, they 
having taken him for a person entirely without a knowledge 
of the business. In 1848 he removed tjj Coldwater and 
engaged in business, and has remained there up to the 
present. Mr. Bennett was himself much surprised when 
be learned of the young man's worth, and was ever after- 
ward his staunch friend. 

Lewis Burgess settled in Monroe County in 1834, and 
afterwards removed to Noble, bringing both his parents and 
grandparents with him. His grandfather died at the ad- 
vanced age of ninety-flve years. 

John Curtis, now of Burr Oak, St. Joseph Co., settled in 
Noble about 1844-45, on the place where his son, Samuei 
Curtis, now lives. 

In the northwest part of the township is what is known 
as the " Dutch Settlement," from the fact that the first 
settlers in the neighborhood were families of Dutch descent 
from the State of Pennsylvania. The first family was that 
of Daniel Ilinebaugh (or Himebaugh), who settled in the fiill 
of 1836. The temporary shanty which he erected was the 
first building put up between the turnpike and the Pretty 
Prairie, in Indiana. He is still residing on the farm he 
first entered. The father of Emanuel Hinebaugh was also 
an early arrival. 

During more recent years a number of German families 
have settled in the township, east of the old settlement, and 
their Mennonite society has built a frame church, where 
their religious meetings are held according to their peculiar 
customs. The society was organized about 1860-65, and 
the church built about 1869. Recently — about 1874 — a 
new society was formed with views of a more liberal nature, 
under the leadership of John Crupp, one of their ministers. 
The church is located on section 2, and the congregation is 
quite large. 

NOBLE POST-OFFICE 

was established about 1854, with Wiiiiam Butts as first post- 
master. In 1857 the office was kept by Darwin Wilson, on 
the present Geoi^e P. Robinson farm. He was succeeded 
by S. S, Bushnell, and he by E. T. Gardner, following 
whom came John Lane. His successor, and the present 
incumbent, is Henry Teller, who keeps the office in his 
house at Hickory Corners. 

The first school in Noble was probably taught in a log 
school-house which stood a quarter of a mile north of 
Hickory Corners. This was while the township was yet a 
part of Bronson, and the children of the few families 
then living in the neighborhood attended. The name of 
the teacher is forgotten. The site of the school-house has 
been moved U) a location a short distance east of the cor- 
ners, where a neat brick building has been erected. The 
old log structure long ago became a thing of the past. 

School was also taught early in the Hinebaugh neighbor- 
hood, and by some it is thought that was the first in the 
township. 

Alter the first town-meeling, in ihe spring of 1845, the 



board of school inspectors met on the 26th of April at the 
house of Sidney Marble, and granted a teacher's certificate 
to Miss Rhoda Wheeler. On the 3d of May following 
they met to organize the township Into school districts, di- 
viding it into five. Certificates were the same day granted 
to Hannah M. Gaines and Loretta Bullock. The schools 
of Noble number five at present, and are all in flourishing 
condition. 

CIVIL RECORD. 

" At a meeting of the voters of the town of Noble, con- 
vened at the house of John Grove, on Monday, the 7th 
day of April, 1845, for the purpose of organizing a town 
board agreeable to an act of the Legislature of this Stat«, — 

" The meeting was called to order by Ambrose Hale 
nominating E. W. Craig moderator jm-o tern,., who was 
elected. It was then voted that A. Hale, A. Hale (2d), 
William Butts, William Rippey, and Sidney Marble consti- 
tute the town board of eleclion. Voted, that Sidney Mar- 
ble serve as clerk. The board was then sworn by lebiel 
Driggs, Esq. The polls were opened at ten o'clock a.m." * 

The following were the officers chosen at this meeting, 
viz.: Supervisor, Thomas Shane ; Township Clerk, William 
Rippey; Justices of the Peace, John Grove, Elijah W, 
Craig, Cyrus Beardsley, Jared Fuller; Treasurer, Samuel 
S. Bushnell ; School Inspectors, Sidney Marble, William 
Shane ; Commissioners of Highways, I. H. Foust, Samuel 
S. Bushnell, J. H, Smith; Constables, William Milltman, 
Sidney S. Matthews, John Curtis, James Anderson ; Over- 
seers of the Poor, Ambrose Hale (2d), S. S. Bushnell ; Path- 
masters, David Foster, Levi M. Curtis, Andrews Watii 
Walter W. Smith, Moses Strong, I D. Hart ; Poundw 
ter, William Butts. 

Thomas Shane was unwilling to accept the office 
supervisor, and therefore neglected to take the required 
oath. Ambrose Hale was appointed in his pb 
jamin B. Rood received the appointment of 
place of Ambrose Hale (2d). 

The principal officers of the township of Noble from 
1846 to 1877, inclusive, were the following, viz. : 



1848-48. Ambrose Hflle. 


I860. William Rippej. 


184B. Sumufll S. Buehnell. 


18B1, Blisba T. Gardner. 


1850-52. Darwin Wilaon. 


1882-64. William Rippey. 


1833. S. S. BnBhnoll. 


1B6S-6T. Elisba T. Gurdner. 


1854. Darwin Wilson. 


186S. Sbeldon W. Sbarp. 


1855. Slimuel S. Buslinoll. 


i869-Jl. ElisbaT. aardner. 


1856-57. William Rippey. 


1873. No record. 


1858. Jereinmh Shane. 


1813-74. George P. Robinaon. 


185B. Levi Calhoun. 


1875-77. Horace P. Jeffrey. 


1846-47. William Dulls. 


1858. William S. Wilier. 


1848. WillisD. Rippej. 


1850. William Rippey. 


I849-S0. William Butts. 


iEGO. Horaoa P. Jalfroj. 


18»1. Robert F. Kortright. 


1861-86. William S, Wilier. 


1852. ErastuB Crofoot. 


1867. John Kialer. 


I8SS. D. 8. Crofool. 


1868-09. John Snyder. 


IS54. William Rippey. 


1870. Culbert R. Smitb. 


1855. Jeremiah Smitb. 


1871. John Snydar. 


1856. Maraball Morrill. 


1872. No record. 




1873-77. John Swajne. 
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jrancus OF 


THE PEACE. 


1860. Ephraim Shane. 


1868. Corydon Sharp. 


1848. Melinr RuBsell. 


1882. William Patten, 


1861. Horace P. Jeffrey. 


John Puller. 


1847. Cyrus Beardeloy, 


186.3. Dnrwin Wilson. 


John Lane. 


1869. August Boehmer. 


William Butts. 


Elisha T. Gardner. 


1862. Albert N.Bowdish, 


1870. Horace P. Jeffrey. 


184S, Elijah W. Craig. 


Sheldon W. Sharp. 


186.1. Horace P. Jelfrey. 


John KiBler. 


18+9. William Butta. 


1864. Jacob Trayer. 


1864. John Snyder. 


1371. Corydon Sharp. 


1850. Willlnm Rippay. 


Sheldon W. Sharp, 


Homer Shane. 


Culbert R. Smith. 


1851. Joseph H. Smith. 


1885. M. S. Bowdish. 


1365. Lowell C. Ransom, 


1872. No record. 


1852. Nathaniel Sanboru. 


Horace P. JeFfrey. 


1966. E. 0. Lemmon. 


1373. Culbert R. Smith. 


1863. William Butts. 


18B6. Elisha T, Gardner, 


A. L, SteveBs. 


1S74, Dyron Calhoun. 


M. S. BowdiPh. 


A, Bojier. 


1367. Corydon Sharp. 


1875. John Snyder. 


1854. John Fuller. 


1867. John Fuller. 


Henry Bogardus. 


1876-77. John Snyder. 


8. S. Matthews. 


1368. Jfloob Trayer. 




1855. John McClnng. 


Edgar Ward. 


TOWBSHIl' SL-pElilBTRSDENTS OF SCHOOLS. 


I85S. Williaia Patten. 


136B, M. S. Bowdish, 


1875-76. William S. Miller. | 1877. William McMillan. 


Jeremiah Smith. 


Jacob Trayer. 




Sheldon W. Sharp. 


John Keller. 




Milton Humphrey. 


1870. James L Walker. 


OVERSEERS OF THE POOH. 


1857. John Fry. 


187L Sheldon W. Sharp. 


1846. E. W. Craig. 1849. Eirhert Gaines. 


N. S. Filking. 


1872. No record. 


A. Hale. 


ThomnE Shane. 


1858. EljBha T. Oardnw. 


1873, Miles Whipple. 


1847. Marvin Babcock. 


1850. Jeremiah Bogardus. 


Walter W. Smith. 


Jacob Lilly. 


B. W. Crnig. 


Renjamin B. Rood. 


M. B. Bowdiah. 


1874. H. Bogardue. 


1348. Marvin Babcock. 




185B. John MeClung. 


Sflth Milliman. 




1860. Jacob Trajer. 


1875, Jacob C. Lilly. 


DHAIN COMMtSSlOSEHS. 


1881. M. S. Bowdiah. 


I87fi. Jacob Trayer. 




George Houts. 


1677, John Poller. 


1873. Ephraim B. Buehnell. 1376. Ephraim B. Bushnell. 


1882. Elisha T. dardner. 




1874. No record. 1877. No record. 
1876. Emanuel Himebaugh. 


184S. Samuel S. Buahnell. 


1860. Chester E. Porter. 


The following officers were elected in 1878 i Supervisor, 


1847-4B. David Foster. 


1861-62, William Patten. 


Horace P. Jeffrey; Township Clerk, Prank H. Lane; Jus- 


1850. James Sweeting. 


1863-64. Colbert R. Smith. 


tices of the Peace, Kdgar A. Ward, William H. Teller ; 


1851. Sidney S. Matthews. 

1852. Samuel S. Bushnell. 
1853-55. Levi Calhoun, 


1865. Andrew Boyier, 
1866-67. JohnSBftin. 
1S68. David Blanohard. 


liam Mallow ; Township Superintendent of Schools, John 


1856. Ho reeord. 


1869-71. John Fuller. 


T. Stryker; School Inspector, Merritt Calhoun; Drain 


1357, Levi Calhoun. 


1872. Noreoord. 




1858. William Rippey. 


1873. Corydon Sharp. 


Koman L. Whipple, William Mallow, David Burdett. 


1859. Colbert R. Smith. 


1874-77. Thomaa J. Link. 




rollBlHaiONERS 


OF HieiJWAYR. 


Among those in Noble township who have furnished in- 


1846. William P.Patterson. 


1661. Jacob Trayer. 


formation which is embodied in this article are Waiter W. 


William Shane. 


John Lane. 


Smith, John Lane and son, Calvin H. Flanders, and others. 


John Curtis. 

1347. Marvin Babcook. 

John Grove. 


1662. John Lane. 
1683. David Link. 
1864. Andrew Boyier. 


Numerous minutes have been made al.*) from the recent 


articles in the Coldwater Rfpuhlican,. 


Blijah W. Craig. 


1665. Uriah RnthrolT. 




1848. C. Pahniter. 


1366. Jacob Trayer. 
1867. David Blanohard. 




1849. Joseph H. Smith. 




1850. Egbert Osinea. 


JohD Swain. 




1851. Peter Mallow. 


1868. John Swain. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 


1852. Joseph H. Smith. 


Jacob Lilly. 
1869. Edgar A. Ward. 




Nathaniel Filkins. 




1353. John Fuller. 


1370. David Blanchard. 


GEORGE P. ROBINSON, 


1854. Jaoob Trayer. 


1871. Corydon Sharp. 


the subject of this sketch, was born in Franklin Co., Vt., 


1855. George C. Worden. 


1872. No record. 


June 7, 1827. Here, among the Green Mountains, he 
grew to manhood, following the business of a carpenter and 


1856. John Fuller, 

1857. Jacob Trajer. 


1873. Edward Cammina. 

1874. David Link. 


Culbert R. Smith, 




joiner. In 1864 he moved to Noble township and pur- 


1858. Jeremiah Smith. 


18T5. David Link. 


chased the fine farm now owned bj him. Mr. Eobinsoii's 


1859. C. W. Flanders. 
1880. Pavid Linlt. 


1876-77. David Link. • 


upright course and business qualities soon won for him the 




esteem and respect of his fellow -townsmen, and in 1873 he 


SCHOOL IB 


BPEtTORS. 


was elected supervisor of his township, which office he held 


1846. Charles Wheeler. 


1853. William Anderson. 


two terma. In 1874 he was elected by the Eepublican 


184T. Walton 0. Riehards. 
1848. William Milliraan. 


0. F, Parker. 
1854, James H. Rippey. 


party (to which he has always belonged) to represent his 


Walter W, Smith. 


1855. Horace P. Jaffrey. 


district in the State Legislature, filling the office one term. 


Daniel Poust. 


1856. Jeremiah Shane. 


He then moved to La Grange, Ind., and engaged in banking. 


1849. James H. Rippey. 


1857. Henry Bogardus, 


he being one of the directors of the First National Bank 


1850. DavidSmith. 

1851. James H. Rippey. 


Ephraim H. Bushnell. 
1858. Ephraim Shane. 


of that place. He also oversees his farm in Noble. On 


1852. William Rippey. 


1859. Henry Bogardus, 


the 9th of June, 1859, he was married to Miss Marietta 


Doct. Clark, 


Horace P. Jeffrey. 


C. Spaulding, of Lima, Ind. 
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Among the eaily lettlcrs 
in tlie west part of the town 
of Noble was Mrs Chustini 
Chase and her son Cliatince^ 
Mrs. Chase's liusljand, Aiiel 
Chase, wns born in Vtiiiioiit 
Jan. 18, 1789, wheie he grexv 
to manhood, following the 
business of a can tdge-mal>ei 
They were mariied Jan 30, 
1823. Mrs. Cliase was bom 
in Durham, Cunibeiland Co , 
Maine. After then marriage 
they moved to Clarkson, Mon- 
roe Co., N. Y., where Mr. 
Chase engaged in business, 
Hedied July 12, 1830. There 
were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Chase two sons, Kussell W,, 




MES. CHRISTIXA OHA.SB, 




June 16, 1826, and Chaun- 
cey, Sept. 19, 1828. After 
her husband's death, Mrs. 
Chase remained in Clark- 
son two years, and moved 
to Parma, Monroe County, 
wliere she educated her sons. 
The eldest, Russell W., adopt- 
ed railroading as a business, 
holding the positions of mail 
agent, ex]>resn agent, and 
traveling agent of different 
railroads in Vermont, and fill- 
ing these ]>Iaces with such 
marked ability that, upon the 
completion of the Northern 
Pacific Railroad, he was asked 
by its president to accept the 
position of general freight 




( II VUNCEY CHASE. 



II-^SFIl W Cn46F 



agent Thi^i offife he filled two years wllh gi-cat 
credit He then retrrcd frcmi the ntad, making his 
home in Mnincapolis, Minn., where he died March 
27, 1877. In 1846, Mrs. Chase and her son Cliann- 
cey came to Michigan, and bought the west half 
of the nortlieast quarter of section eight in Noble, 
whicli was then new and unimproved, without any 



load to it, liut under then good minagement it 
was soon (.Ieaie<I, and has e\ei since been their 
home Mrs Chase euned with hei needle a part 
of the monty to impiove the farm She is now 
se\entj four yearn of age, is hale and hearty, and 
IS spoken of by het neighbors as a kind neighbor, 
a true friend, and i i idy of m irked ability. 
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HORACE P. JEFFREY. 
Gurdon Jeffrey was born in New London, Conn., where 
he resided until he waa of age. He married for his first 
wife Miss Esther Butts, This union waa blessed with sis 
children, Horace P., the subject of this sketch, being the 
fiah. Mrs. Jeffrey died in 1832. Mr. Jeffrey married 
for hia second wife Miaa Happy Smith, to whom there was 
born one child. Soon after his first marriage he moved to 
Oswego Co., N. Y., where he engaged in farming. From 
Oswego County he moved to Monroe Co., N. Y, Horace 
P. Jeffrey was born in New Lisbon, Oswego Co., N. Y., 
June 24, 1827. In Lisbon and in Monroe Co., N. Y., he 
lived till he was twenty-seven years old, working on a fiirm. 
Hia opportunities for acquiring an education were limited 
mostly to common schools. Still he obtained sufficient to 
fit him for the active business life he has since followed. 
On the 27th day of September, 1853, he was joined in 
wedlock to Mias Mariette Clark, who died the next April. 
After his wife's death Mr. Jeffrey remained single four 
years, when he waa again married, Jan. 27, 1858, his 
choice being Miss Laura A. Coulter. Miss Coulter was 
born Dec. 2f>, 1836, and was the daughter of John and Mi- 
randa (Rawson) Coulter. There have been born to them 
six children, as follows: John M., Nov. 8, 1858; Elda J., 
Sept. 2, 1861 ; Sarah E., Dec. 10, 1863; Mary O, Dec. 
14, 1865; Samue! G,, Nov. 10. 1867; and Esther L., 
Feb. 12, 1869. Mr. Jeffrey got hi-i start m hte by work 
irg his father's farm. In 1854 he was seized with the 
Western fever and came to Michigan Bemg pleaded with 
the country, he purchased the southeast quarter of section 
5, in Noble township. It was then almost entirely new 
but is now under good improviraent, with handsome build 
ings, etc., all the work of Mr Jeflrey To this fine farm 
he has added until he now owns two hundied and thirty 
acres. Mr. Jeffrey has always been a member of the Demo 
cratic party, and has been several times its stind.ird bearer 
in town elections, having held the office of school inspet-tor 
and for four years that of supervisor filling the office with 
credit to himself and to the satisfaction oi his fellow 
townsmen. 

WALTER W. SMITH, 
the subject of this sketch, was born in the town of Hard 
wick, Caledonia Co., Vt. He is descended, on his mothers 
side, from an old family in Holland named Webber. An 
immense fortune was left by a member of this family, which 
should have been ere this obtained by the American heirs. 
Edward C. Smith, the fether of Walter W., was born in 
New Hampshire, where he lived till after his marriage to 
Miss Susannah Webber, Nov 1,181*11 He then moved 
to Vermont. To them were huru thirteen childien, the 
sixth of whom was Walter W Smith, who resided in Ver- 
mout till he was twenty-five yeai's of age, when he came 
West, stopping in New Yoik 

In April, 1837, he was manied to Miss Frances Ann 
Shannon, who died Aug. 20, 1838. On the 3d day of 
March, 1841, Mr, Smith was again married, taking for his 
wife Miss Sally Warren, daughter of Ethan and Eunice 
(Oweuj Warren. She was born lu Hampton township. 



Washington Co., N. Y., Dec. 26, 1813. There have been 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Smith five children, as follows: 
George W,, Dec. 2, 1841 ; Edward, Dec. 25, 1843; Emily 
F., June 24, 1846 ; Walter S., Sept. 18, 1849, died Nov. 
7, 1849 ; and Marshall F., Sept. 26, 1853. In 1836, Mr. 
Smith came to Michigan, and after tramping over a good 
deal of the southern portion of the State, lookingfor land, he 
finally selected the northwest quarter of section 10 in Noble 
townahip, which he bought of the government. For tliis 
land he paid two hundred dollars, part of which he bor- 
rowed. Aft«r making hia purchase he went to Niles, Mich,, 
where he worked several months, and then returned to Ver- 
mont, but stayed only till spring, when he agwn came West, 
and found employment in Niles and Goshen, Ind. Here 
two years were pas.sed, when he was taken sick and again 
returned to Vermont, trying hard to sell his land ; but, for- 
tunately for him, he could not find a purchaser, and in 1842 
he moved with his family on o h s fa m n Noble, where he 
has since resided. At that me h s land was all new, not 
a stick having been eut ; bu h un en rgy soon made 

the wilderness blossom as a o and his now, in the 
evening of his life, an impr ed fa m f r two hundred 
acres, one of the finest in the wn w h many commodious 
buildings, all the work of h w 1 and Mr. Smith has 
always been an ardent Rep bl c n s noe 1 e formation of 
that party, believing it to be the eipon n of good govern- 
ment and liberal ideas. Hi sand I n ha. been a member 
of the Methodist Church. 

George W., Mr. Smith's eldest son, enlisted in Capt. Ab- 
bott's company of three-months' men, and served in the 
first regiment which left the State, and was discharged at 
the expiration of his term of enlistment. On the 12th day 
of January, 1865, he was mustered as lieutenant in Co. K, 
123d New York Volunteer Infantry, and took part in the 
battles of the Wilderness. He was mustered out June 8, 
1865 4.1ter the war he went to Texas, and engaged in 
the meri. lutile businesa. His energy and good business 
juahtics soon gaie him prominence in the Republican paity, 
iiid he was (.leeted i delegate to the State, constitutional 
trnvenlKH He was afterwards nominated by his party for 
a pr( minent office but was murdered by bulldozers before 
the election his body being riddled with eighteen bullets. 
Thus died a noble young man, — one who w 
make his mirk in the world. 



SAMUEL S. AND EPIIRAIM B. BtlSHNELL. 
Among the early settlers of Noble township, there are 
none deserving of more credit, or none who Kkve done 
more to advance the best interests of bis town, than Samuel 
S Bushnell. He was born July 21, 1799, in Vermont. 
There lie grew to manhood, working on a farm. He mar- 
ned Mi?s Lury Butts, who waa boin in Windham, Conn. 
Their union was blessed with six children. In 1836, Mr. 
Bushnell came to Michigan and bought of the government 
one hundred and twenty acres of land on section 11, in 
Noble township, and settled upon it in 1838. He had 
nothing til commence with but energy and an indomitable 
will, but with the help of tliew qualities he suon^uade for i 
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himself a fine home in tlie wildernesa. In politics, Mr. 
Bushoell was in an early day a Democrat, and by that party 
was elected town treaaurer. At the formation of the Ue- 
publicHQ party he joined ite ranks, and became one of its 
prominent members. He was for many years supervisor, 
many times represented his township in the conventions of 
his party, and became widely known throughout the county. 
He died July 21, 1872, in the seventy-fourth year of his 
age, highly respected and esteemed by the citizens of the 
township and county, 

Ephraim B. Bushnell, the second child of Samuel S. 
Bushnell, was born in Monroe Co., N. Y., Oct. 12, 1825. 
He came to Noble township with his father in 1838, where 
he has ever since resided. He baa grown up with the 
township, and has seen it change from an almost unbroken 
wilderness into pleasant homes and fine farms, and he has 
done his share in bringing about these happy results. On 
the 13th day of April, 1848, he was married to Adaline 
Hale, daughter of Ambrose and Elizabeth (Larcum) Hale. 
Their union was blessed with four children : William B., 
born Feb, 21, 1849; Lury Ellen, born July 21, 1852; 
El!a Maria, bom Jan. 11, 1858; and May Ardel!, born 
July 30, 1860. Mrs. Bushnell died Sept. 30, 1861, Mr, 
Bushnell was married on the 6th day of November, 1862, 
to Esther A., daughter of Jacob and Leah (Conklin) Ben- 
nett, who was born Oct. 19, 1825. There have been born 
to them three children, as follows: Ambrose, Dec, 14, 1863; 
Jessie, July 17, 1866 ; and Grant, July ^3, 1868, Soon 
after his first marriage, Mr. Bushnell commenced life for 
himself, working a farm on shares, by which means he got 
his start in life. He afterwards bought a &rra with his 
father, with whom he remained in partnerahip until 1867, 
when he became full owner of the fine farm on which he 
now resides. In polities he is an ardent Republican, and 
has been many times the standard-bearer of his party in 
the township, but it being largely in the minority, ho has 
never been elected. 



ELISIIA T. GAKDNER. 

Elisha T, Gardner, the subject of this sketch, was born 
in the township of Salem, Washington Co., N. Y,, Nov. 7, 
1814. While Elisha was yet a boy his father moved to 
Sandusky Co., 0,, where he resided till he reached man- 
Mr. Gardner's ehancea for acquiring an education were 
limited ; still he made the most of his opportunities, and 
fitted himself to do any ordinary business. His occupa- 
tion was that of a farmer, and he always proved a suc- 
cessful one. On the 13th day of August, 1840, he was 
married to Miss Catherine Alexander, who was born in 
Flint, Ontario Co., N. Y., Nov. 19, 1824. At the time of 
his marriage he owned a farm in Ohio, which he sold in 
1847. 

In 1850 he went to California, taking the overland route. 
He remained in the land of gold two years, engaged in 
mining, at which he was quite successful. From Califor- 
nia he returned to Ohio, but soon after emigrated to Michi- 
gan, arriving in 1854. 

He bought the farm he owned at the time of his deathj 
being part of sections 12 and 13 in Noble township. 
The farm at the time he purchased it was nearly new, 
but his ii Justry and good management soon made it one 
of the flue places of the township, with good buildings, 
fences, ete 

In politics, Mr. Gardner was always a Democrat. He 
was elected, wlyle in Ohio, one of the county commissioners, 
which place he held three years. Soon after his settlement 
in Noble his abilities were recognized by his party friends, 
and be was elected supervisor, which office he filled to the 
satisfaction of his constituents, holding the ofiice seven 
years. He was also, for many years, a justice of the peace. 
Mr. Gardner was a man of sterling qualities, and of good 
business abilities. He died June 7, 1878, mourned by a 
large circle of friends. 



SHERWOOD. 



The township of Sherwood occupies the northwest cor- 
ner of Branch County, and includes township number 5 
south, in range 8 west of the principal meridian, as laid 
down on the government maps. It was surveyed in 1826, 
by John Mullett, and the islands in the St, Joseph River 
were surveyed in 1845, by Noah Brookfield. 

John Mullett was long in the employ of the government, 
and surveyed many townships in the Western States. Dur- 
ing the memorable Black Hawk war he was engaged with 
his party in Northern Illinois, and they were all frightened 
from their work by reported incursions of the savages. 
Although irrelevant to the history of Sherwood, the fol- 
lowing extract will prove interesting, as illustrating the 



fright which many, even in Michigan, experienced during 
the troublous times of 1832. It is from the pen of Kdwin 
Jerome, who was one of Mullett's party In Illinois. They 
reached Chicago early in October, 1831, and in twenty- 
e^ht days reached Galena. 

" Our survey commenced and was prosecuted two days ; 
then an extreme cold night froze the prairie too deep for 
raising the requisite raound for a landmark, and the survey 
was abandoned, to be renewed April 1, 1832. 

" The Hon. Lucius Lyon was prosecuting a job of sur- 
veying from the Illinois State line northward, and adjoining 
the fourth principal meridian. Our work was founded o 
his, running oast to the Indian bouoi 
los-od by ^ 
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River. At each tier of townships Mr. Lyon left a letter 
on the northeast corner-post of the town, telling us of the 
progress of his work and the progress of the Indian war. 
The day aflier the memorable Stillman battle with Black 
Hawk we were crossing the Blue Mounds with a town line 
leading us near the residence of Mr. Brigham, meeting here 
an Indian half-chief who had just arrived from the Meno- 
minee camp with the details of the battle, stating the slain 
to be three Indians and eleven whites. The long shaking 
of hands and the extreme cordiality of the Indian alarmed 
Mullett for our safety, but he locked the fact in his own 
bosom and went nearly five miles east with uur line and 
camped. The next morning we went two and a half miles 
south and brought up an unfinished line, and formed and 
built a mound for a (own corner. 

" On the completion of this mound, Muliett gave the 
first hint of his fears by raising himself to tall height, say- 
ing, ' Boya, I'm going in ; I'll not risk my scalp for a few 
paltry shillings !' This laconic speech was a frightful elec- 
tric spark to the whole company. My own sensation was 
as if every hair of my head instantly became a porcupine 
quill, raising my hat in air, myself from the ground — my 
head sore as a boil. 

" The Indian trail from Galena to Fort Winnebago passed 
here, which Mullett instantly struck into on a dog-trot, fol- 
lowed by his frightened men, seeing a foe in every imaginary 
sound or rustle of prairie grass, bounding involuntarily to 
right or left to avoid the rushing legions of Indians. Five 
miles brought us back to Brigham's The peaceful hamlet 
of the day before was all bustle, with a large number of 
families gathered from the surrounding country, and a large 
log fort was fast approaching Rompletion. 

" A short distance farther on we met Governor Dodge, 
with fifty mounted horsemen, going to the Meiioiytine» 
camp to have a talk, where the city of Madison now stands. 
Arriving at Willow Springs, we found the neighborhood 
congregated for self-defense ; regular guards were set for 
the night, who attested their vigilance two or three times 
during the night by seeing large bands of Indians ap- 
proaching, firing into their midst, rushing into the stock- 
ade, and demanding a forlorn hope to go out and investigate 
the case. The next day we arrived at Oak Springs, and 
found the neighborhood stockading the fort with pickets 
twelve feet high, split from trees, and set in a trench, 
making a formidable defense. The guards were set, the 
fires extinguished in the stockade, and every man, woman, 
and child camped down as best they might; and just as all 
had become hushed as the house of death the loud report 
of a gun from one of the sentinels sounded the alarm, and 
the fort instantaneously became a bedlam. Impromptu 
officers hauled us about, jammed us against the pickets, 
bidding us stand there while they sought the stock of 
arms, knocked open the barrel of cartridges and distributed 
them. In the darkness and fright I cannot say ln.w many 
cartridges found the inside of our muskets, but all was pro- 
nounced in perfect defensive order. The faithful guard 
was brought into council, and testified that sixty Indians 
came over the fence a few rods from the fort, the butts of 
their guns rattling on the top rail. A volunteer forlorn 
hope was obtained to investigate the situation. They 



found the unyoked oxen used for hauling picketing had 
jumped over, and were feeding in the comer of the fence. 
All became quiet, but soon another sentinel came rushing 
in ; he was crawling along a fence, watching for Indians, 
and another was doing the same thing from an opposite 
direction, and on spying him had, as a faithful guardian, 
snapped hia piece at him, and he escaped death only by the 
missing of a firelock. 

" Next day we arrived at Galena, and found part of the 
town picketed, A guard was set as usual, and at about 
eleven o'clock came the crack of a guu, and a sentinel 
rushed in at the gate. He had been watching in the 
bushes at the brow of the hiil overhanging the north side 
of the town ; a cautious crawling and crackling of bushes 
approached him ; he leveled his piece, and watched for some 
time the approach of the Indian, till he at length sighted 
him on all-fours, took deliberate aim, fired, and all became 
silent. A forlorn hope, piloted to the spot by our faithful 
guard, found his unerring aim had planted a ball in the 
brain of a two -hundred-pound porker, 

" The Galena Rangers, a company of 80 horsemen, thor- 
oughly equipped by the government, were dispatched to 
Atkinson Camp, at Rook River ferry. On arriving, near 
nightfall, at Buffalo Grove, twelve miles from Roek River, 
it was deemed unsafe to pass through before morning ; 
therefore they encamped on the open prairie about two 
miles irom timber. Near midnight one of the guard fired, 
and reported a large band of Indians just crossed near the 
camp. Notwithstanding the earnest protestations of the 
nest sentinel that they passed by him and consisted 
of three deer, this valiant band by one o'clock were in 
their saddles in full retreat for Galena, riding the entire 
distance,— near 80 miles, — and arriving at four o'clock in 
the afternoon, roguishly reporting that Black Hawk was 
coming in rear with 5000 Indians, and would spare none. 
In five minutes the intense fright of the country was mani- 
fested in the screeching and screaming of women and chil- 
dren from one extremity of the town to the other. One 
man, catching the report, ran home ten miles into the 
country, and hurried his family and a neighbor's down a 
lead-mine shaft, thirty feet deep, having a good side-drift. 
After two days' incarceration, hearing no noise outside, he 
ventured his head to the top, and seeing a man traveling, 
learned from him that the stoiy was a canard, 

" The friendly Blue Mound, Menominee half-chief, true 
to the instincts of his nature, sent nine of his tribe to 
slaughter us ; they killed two men traveling near our last 
landmark. Here lived Phileo, a mail contractor, whom 
the public journals of our county dubbed the scalping 
editor, owing to an article published in his 7 by 9 paper, 
giving an account of a hand-to-hand fight of eleven white 
men against eleven Indians, in which he boasted of having 
scalped two Indians. The nightly alarms and astounding 
hairbreadth escapes continued during our twenty days' stay 
in Galena." 

Many incidents as ludicrous perhaps as the foregoing 
occurred in Michigan, even though farther removed from 
the " seat of war," People yet living in this region speak 
of numerous frights which they experienced during the 
same time, when fears that the dusky warriors of Black 
Hosiod by V 
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Hawk would penetrate to their defenseless settlements, and 
ply the tomahawk and fire-brand in mercileas fury, possessed 
many hearts. Luckily for them, however, the issue was 
decided in time to prevent such proceedings, and the family 
of the pioneer once again rested in peace, while the roof 
above remained intact, 

TOPOGBAPHT, SOIL, ETC. 

Nearly through the centre of Sherwood township flows 
the St. Joseph River, which, although it has a rapid current, 
winds along in the midst of a swampy valley, filled with a 
heavj growth jf black ash ind other trees peculiar to ■luch 
-i soil In places this valley narrows and everywhere its 
confines are high bold bmks showing that the btreain 
once occupied its entire breidth Away from the iiLinity 
of the river the soil la U'iually sandy Several smaller 
streams flow into the St Joseph somi, rf them leinp; the 
outlets of large pond^> Across the extreme northwesl 
corner of the township flows the Nottawa River ( hutlama 
bepee in the Indidn tun,;ue) Its (.har^ct^rHtiLs tie mu<,h the 
same as those of the St. Joseph. The latter : 
in its course a broad, magnificent river, and 
great highways of the prehistoric people, as well as the 
early French explorers and the numerous traders and trap- 
pers who traversed this region ere it was permanently settled 
by the white race. And after the latter event it was used 
as a channel in which to transport household goods, mer- 
chandise, machinery, etc., which had been sent " around the 
lakes" to its mouth. Flat-boats were principally used for 
such purposes. The St. Joseph, whose very name recalls 
to mind the efforts of the luissionaries who gave it this 
appellation and established a mission at its mouth, is replete 
along its entire course with most interesting history ; not 
only that which has been made since the pioneer built his 
log cabin and commenced his clearing, but that of other 
days, still more remote, when warlike nations contended for 
the mastery of the region with all their savage skill, or 
when the devoted bands of men from foreign shores sought 
to establish claims for their respective governments, and 
build a powerful empire in this beautiful " land of lakes," — 
all of which were destined to be frustrated, and the insti- 
tutions of a noble republic to rise in their stead. The 
development of the country since i(a first permanent settle- 
ment has been wonderfully rapid, and the' person who can 
recall its appearance forty or fifty years ago, and contrast it 
with the present, can truly be amazed at the changes, even 
though he has witnessed them all. 

The township of Sherwood was organized in the year 
1836, by act of the Legislature, and included also the pres- 
ent township of Union, which was separately organized the 
succeeding year (1837). Sherwood was named at the in- 
stance of its first settler, Alexander E. Tomlinsou, from 
Sherwood Forest, in England. When it is remembered 
that less than half a century has passed since this township 
was settled, the following figures from the State census of 
1874 will be significant. The township, like all its neigh- 
bors, has had a remarkable growth. 



POPULATION J. 



EB STATISTICS, 
a, 498 femnles) 1,0' 



No. of Oftvi of land owaed by indiiiduBls nnd 

oomiianieg 22,215 

■' improved land 10,887 

" " liiDd exempt fram tuifttion S3 

Value of latter, ioclndiag iiDpraTementE. $16,100 

No. of aora« in Bohool-house sites 7 

" '* tihurob and parsonage siteB,....,,., l.bQ 

" " barjing-g rounds 3.S0 

" " rnilroad right of way and depot 

grounds 78 

Aoree of property used or intended for other 

public purpoiOB 'i 

No. of farms in township 18-S 

" acres in farms 20,299 

Average number of a^res in farms 110.92 

No, of aorea of whaat rMsed in I8T4 3,423 

" " " " 1873 3,384 

" corn " " ],88» 

" bushels of wheat '■ " 37,059 

corn " " 68.187 

all other grain raised in 187.1.. B,244 

" potatoes " " „ 5,5SB 

tons of hay cut in 187;l 1,440 

" pounds of wool sheared in 1873 18,088 

" " pork marketed " 144,574 

" butter made " 47,9S5 

" fruit dried for market in 1S7S.. 24,739 

" barrels of cider made in 187-'* 6B0 

" " maple-sugar made in 1874 1,300 

" aorea in orchards 393 

" bushels of apples raised in 1872 15,025 

" " " '• 1873 15,625 

" pimo! " 1872 3 

cherries " " 14 

" '* melons and garden vegetables 

raisedin 1872 3,000 

" " melons and garden vegelables 

raised in 1873 2,000 

Total value of fruit and garden vegetables, 1872. S3,822 

1874* '. 541 

" muiesowned in 1874 2 

" neat cattle, one year old and over, other 

" swine over sis monthaoid'.!! "... 1.403 

" sheep " " " 4,534 

" sheared in 1873 3,618 

" saw-mills llncladlng one lumber and 

shingle-mill) 4 

" persons employed in same 8 

Amount of capital invested It4,9fl0 

Feet of lumber sawed 430,000 

Viiluoof produflta $2,210 

No. of planing.mills 1 

" persons employed in same 2 

Capital invested $2,000 

Value of products $800 

SETTLEMENT. 

In the northern part of Sherwood and the southern 
part of the adjoining township of Athens, Calhoun Co., was 
what was known as the " Dry Prairie Settlement," from the 
prairie upon which it was located. The portion in Athens 
received the first arrivals, and quite a cluster of farms 
had been improved ere little of the surrounding land was 
entered, or the cabins of other pioneers erected. Conse- 
quently " Dry Prairie" was familiar to those who settled 
later, and after the name of Athens was adopted the loca- 
tion of that particular township was for some time unknown 
to many living in adjoining townships, who had grown most 
lamiliar with the name " Dry Prairie," and as such knew it. 

The following persons, with their families, were living on 
the portion of the prairie embraced in Athens in 1832, 
via. ; Warren Nichols, Hiram Doubleday, Benjamin T. 
Ferris, Alfred Holcomb, Isaac Crossett, Lot Whitcomb, 
and Ambrose Nichols. In the month of July, 1832, the 
cholera made its appearance in the settlement, and numer- 
ous families were caused to mourn the loss of loved ones. 
Warren Nichols, his wife, and three children, and Isaac 
Crossett were buried within six days. * ., ., .^ i .^ 

loslcdbyLlOO'^IC 



y Google 




Residence OF OSCAR. CUNc:, 











Mrs Oscar Cline 




iL, JhERWOOD, SSANCH CO„MlCH. 



y Google 



HISTORY OF BRANCH COUNTT, MICHIGAN. 



The nameofShprwojd FoR'it in England is familiar tn 
all. There, in the days of Auld I ang Syne Robin 
Hood and his nieme men held high cirnival bjid 
" Little John" and Fnir Tutk won each i page in hia 
tory, and those knights of the bow and quiver lehieved 
wondrous deeds beneath the shades ol the friendly trees 
There stands Newstead Abbey the birthplace of the poet 
whose lines have thrilled the natiind it the world — the 
immortal Byron —he wh( espoused the dreek cause jnd 
finally laid down his Jifp in their territory In Sherwood 
Forest, however are his rem'Jiiis resting tar from the Knd 
_ where he witnessed scenes of strife and carnage. But little 
of the original forest now remains, although the name still 
clings tenaciously to the region so historic and so dear to 
the heart of every Briton. 

The first white nian who made a peruianont settlement 
in Sherwood township was Alexander K. Tomlinaon, who 
on the 14lh of March, 1832, left his home in " Sherwood 
Forest" and set Ibrth for the United Stales. Ho is a native 
of Nottingham, in the shire of tlic same name, and arrived 
at the Dry Prairie settlement in the month of July of the 
same year he iefi. England (1832). When, in 1836, the 
organization of a new township was discussed the name of 
Sherwood was proposed by Mr. Tumlinson, in remenibrancc 
of the home of hia earlier years. When, the same summer 
Mr. Tooilinson settled, the cholera made such terrible in- 
roads in the Dry Prairie settlement, he was building a log 
house, the first one in the township. Iiot Whitcomb sold 
his place in Athens and removed to Sherwood, and built a 
house about the same time Mr. Tomlinson erected his. 

The following persons located in Sherwood in 1833, viz. : 
Joseph D. Lane, Clement Russell, Robert Waldron, — the 
latter had been out previously aud purchased his land, dug 
up a small spot, sowed sonic apple-seed in it, and inclosed 
it with a pen four rails square. The trees which sprang 
from those seed arc now gi'owing on his old place, and are 
believed by Mr, Tomlinson to have been the first grown in 
Branch County. After arranging his pen, Mr. Waldron 
returned to New York State for his iamily, and the follow- 
ing season came back with tbein, driving the entire distance 
in a cart drawn by a yoke of oaen. 

In 1834, Joseph Russell and William Minor arrived in 
town, and in 1835 the number of the settlers was increased 
by the arrival of Thomas West, Sr., and fjmily, and Ben- 
jamin Blossom and fiimily John Giltner and tiimily, 
Thomas Lee, John and Nahum Sargent, David Keyes, 
David R. Cooley, St., and Ira Palmer came in 1836-37, 
and after this the immigration was very rapid, so that in 
183iJ and IS40 the township had beenme well filled. 

F. R. Johnson has lived upon his present farm since 1840. 

F. C. Watkins first came to the SUte in 1832, and 
located in Calhoun County, following from Jackson a trail 
made bj a Mr. Doubleday, who came through with a wagon 
some two months before. The track left by the wagon 
enabled Mr. Watkins to keep the trail. In 1835 the latter 
removed to Branch County, and is now residing on a fine 
farm in the northeast part of Sherwood, where for eighteen 
years he kept what was known as the " log tavern." 

John Stanton settled in 1835 and died in 1852, aud 
Benjamin Shaw eame in 1840. 



Thomas Let located in Sherwood in 1836, with his 
family on the farm where his son, Horace 0. Lee, now 
resides The elder Lee died in 1851. On this farm have 
been eihumtd the bones of two Indian children, one ap- 
par ntly abjut ten years of age and the other older. Those 
of the younger were found when Mr. Lee excavated the 
cellar over which his house now stands, and the other in 
the fall of 1878 Those of the former are now in the 
pj'isession of a physician residing at Athens, Calhoun Co. 

Wnlies were very trcublesome during the early days in 
this township and neither life nor property was safe from 
them. Two young men named Lanning, living on section 
17, were on one occasion visiting at Mr. Lee's, and re- 
mained until after darkness had set in. They finally started 
for home, and soon the long-drawn and lugubrious howl of 
a wolf greeted their ears and struck terror to their hearts. 
Anon it was answered from another direction, and quickly 
the hungry brutes gathered upon their pathway, bent upon 
feasting on human flesh and blood. The situation of the 
young men was extremely perilous ; they were a mile and 
a quarter from home and pressed close by the rapacious 
brutes. Their feet moved rapidly in frantic endeavor to 
carry their owners to a place of safety, and at last they 
stopped, yelled shrilly at the wolves and clapped their 
hands. This had the citeet of frightening the animals tem- 
porarily, and enabled the boys to gain upon them. The 
roanceuvre was kept up until finally they reached home, 
pale and terribly agitated, and with no desire to undergo a 
like experience as long as they lived. 

A young Indian, fifteen or sixteen years of age, was 
killed and devoured by wolves within a mile of Mr. Lee's 
present residence, hut not before he had brained seven or 
eight of tliein with his hatchet. When his remains were 
found the dead wolves were discovered lying around the 
tree which he had undoubtedly stood with his back against 
while defending himself 

A man named Perry, who lived half a mile east of Mr, 
Lee's, had four or five pigs in a covered log pen, and they 
would weigh perhaps lUO pounds each. One night a couple 
of wolves came pi-owliug around and frightened the pigs so 
badly that one finally ran out through a hole in the pen. 
The wolves seized him and made oif towards the woods. 
The load was pretty heavy for them, however, and Mr. 
I'erry, hearing the squeals of the luckless " ahote," and 
discovering its predicament, seized his gun and fired, wound- 
ing one of the wolves, upon which they abandoned their 
burden and were soon lost in the forest. The pig limped 
back to the pen, sore from its encounter. 

A fine two-year-old lieifer, belonging to Mr. Walbert, in 
the same neighborhood, was frightened into the woods by 
wolves and given up for lost. She returned some time 
afterward, however, but badly bitten. On numerous occa- 
sions dead aniuials were draped into the woods, where 
tlieir carcasses became food for the omnipresent wolf, whose 
fangs stripped the flesh from them and left their bones to 
bleach and crumble, while other prey was sought. 

George Mojer is yet living on the farm where he settled 
in 1835, and farther north is John R. Lee, who came the 
same year. J. B. Haviland, now a resident of this town- 
ship, aettled in the county in 1841. John Folton looatei 
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in 1832 (?), I. M. Palmer in 1837, Perry Ansley in 1836, 
with Ilia fiilher, who owned the farm where hia son now 
lives, and L. R. Ford in 183(>. 

Hon. I. D. Beall settled in 1837, on the farm where he 
at present resides. He haa twice represented his district in 
the Legislature. Upon his arrival in the township the 
Indians were jet very numerous and generally quiet and 
peaceful. Once, however, Mr. Beall refused to give food 
to an Indian who had lied to him, a,nd subsequent refusals 
aroused the warrior's enmity to such a d^reethat he could 
scarce restrain hia passion. Not long afterward, Mr. Beal 
was at work in his field, when the report of a gun was 
heard in the adjoining forest and a bullet whistled over his 
head. Thinking it a chanue shot, he paid no attention to 
the matter ; but soon another leaden messenger passed most 
uncomfortably close to his ear, and he " stood not upon the 
order of his going," but made the liveliest time credited to 
his record, and in a few luinutes reached his house. He 
took down bis rifle and loaded it, with the intention of 
ahooting his would-be aaaasain, when another Indian came 
in and begged the privilege of going in bis stead. The 
request was granted ; soon the Indian came back and said, 
" Bill, no sboot," and Mr. Beall was never afterward mo- 
lested. With tbia exception, bis dealings with the savages 
were of the moat friendly nature. 

One of the Poltawatiamies, named Pam-ta-pee, became 
much attached to the settlers, and when it was arranged to 
remove the Indians West he felt very badly about it, and 
used to come to Mr. Lee's and complain about such a pro- 
ceeding. Mr. Lee, Sr., gave one of Pam-ta-pee's boys a 
suit of clothes and a name. When Uen. Brady's soldiers 
were espected to escort the Indians to tbeir Western home 
Para-ta-pee fled with his family to a large awamp in Cal- 
houn County, where they remsdned concealed until some 
days after the others had departed. His infant child cried 
a great deal, and the father, fearful of discovery and conse- 
quent removal, seized it by the heels and dashed its brains 
out against a atump. He and bis squaw lived the balance 
of their days in this neighborhood. One of their sons dia- 
appeared suddenly, and it was supposed he was eaten by 
wolves, as his gun and pieces of his clothing were afterward 

An ugly-tempered Indian, named Mucb-a-moot, possessed 
himaelf of a rifle with a very long barrel, and said he in- 
tended to kill Gen. Brady with it when he came to remove 
them. In order to show what lie would do he loaded the 
gun in the presence of a number of Indians and whites, 
and aiming at a charred stump about eight rods tiW, fired. 
The bullet failed to penetrate the stump, and rolled to the 
ground, amid the derisive laughter of the spectators. Re- 
loading with a heavier chai^ of powder, he fired again, 
when the bullet barely stuck in the stump. Chagrined and 
mortified, he gave up, and made no trouble when the troops 
arrived. 

N. Wilcox settled in Sherwood in 1837, where he now 
lives, on the farm next west of I. D. Beall' s. His son, L. 
P. Wilcox, was at the autumn election in 1878 chosen to 
fill the office of sheriff' for Branch County. 

It is related that at Joseph Lane's house-warming plenty 
of Kquor Hts used, according to the cuatom of the time. 



The article was very cheap, and of a quality greatly superior 
to the poison now in use. Sixty pounda of com would pur- 
chase twelve quarts, and, aa it waa not conaidered a disgrace 
to indulge, it may be inferred that considerable quantities 
were poured down the throats of the backwoodsmen. 

N. A. Billings came to Michigan in 1837, and aettled in 
1842 where he now lives. Peter Renew settled in 1840. 
A. W. Kinjon entered his land in 18:t5, but did not locate 
upon it until 1850. 

The first road in Sherwood township waa what was known 
as the '■ Territorial road," running from Union City to 
Leonidas, and laid out by commissioners appointed by the 
Territorial government. 

Lyman Sludlej and his brother, Hiram W. Studley, were 
among the early settlers of this township. They were from 
a locality six miles north of Batavia, Genesee Co., N. Y, 
Lyman came to Athena, Calhoun Co., Mich., in 1836, and 
to Sherwood in 1838. Hia brother probably came to the 
township the latter year also. Both are now deceased. 
During the first of the California gold excitement Lyman 
went to the " New El Dorado," and was followed by his 
brother in two or three years. The latter died on his way 
home. His son, Jerome J. Studley, ia the present town- 
ship clerk, having held the position several terma. 

Ryan Williams, also from Genesee Co., N. Y., came to 
Sherwood in 1838, with his wife and six children, and 
settled on section 28, about a mile from his present resi- 
dence. In 1848 he returned to New York, where he re- 
mained until 1858, when he settled permanently in Sher- 
wood, Upon his arrival in 1838 he could not find men 
enough to help him raise bis log house, and was obliged to 
accomplish the work with the aid of a yoke of oxen and a 
cable chain. 

The first settler on the south side of the St. Joseph 
River in Sherwood was John Onderdonk, who came from 
New York City in 1836. A man named Lowry lived 
about the same time on the south line of the township, and 
Ephraim Plank came probably ihe same year. For about 
two years after this no others came, but by 1838 the south- 
ern portion of town commenced filling rapidly. 

Hiram Doubledaj was one of the first settlers, and held 
the office of supervisor twelve or fifteen years. He was the 
second to fill that office in the township. 

Chauncey Bartlett, now living east of Sherwood village, 
settled early in Union township, subsequently removing to 
Sherwood. Jabin Hazen came to the State in 1836, and 
settled in Calhoun County, between Homer and Marshall. 
In 1841 he removed with his family to Sherwood, where 
his son, E. F. Hazen, now resides. 

The first frame bouae in Sherwood township was built 
by John Onderdonk, who has been mentioned as the first 
settler south of the river. His house stood on section 28. 

The first while child born in the township waa a daugh- 
ter of Robert Waldron, which died in infancy. The first 
death waa that of the father of Joaeph D. Lane. He was 
a veteran of the Revolution, and came on a visit to his son, 
accompanied by another son, Asber Lane. He waa very 
old and infirm, and used a cane in walking. Aflier sUying 
some weeks be started alone, though nearly blind, through 
the woods to visit an old friend named Gilbert, living in the 
Hosted by LiOOt^lC 
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HORACE 0. LEB. 

The Lee family are descended from 
good old Bevolutionarj stock, the 
mal«mnl grandfather of our subject 
having been a soldier id the Revolu- 
tioDary war, while his palernat grand- 
fikther did good service in the expulsioD 
of the British from New London. 

Horace 0. Lee was born in the 
town of Bristol, ODtario Co., N, Y., 
Nov. 9, 1823. He was the son of 
ThomaR and Anice (Beaman) Lee, 
who had a fomily of twelve children. 

The elder Lee was a carpenter and 
joiner by occupation, and a hard work- 
ing man of excellent habits. He was 
bom in the town of Lime, Conn., 
July 18, 1779. In 1836 he emigrated 
with his family, which eooHisted of 
his wife and sis children, to Sherwood, 
and settled upon the farm now owned 
by his SOB Horace, where he resided 
until his death, in 1851 , in the seventy- 
second year of his ^e. 

Tn 1854 his wife died. She was 
born June 18, 1786, iu Hartford Co., 



HIRAM DOUBLEDAV. 

In 1676, Elisha Doubleday came 
from Yorkshire, England, with his 
two sons, Elijah and Elisha, and 
settled in Boston, Mass. Elijah died 
without children, and Elisha became 
the prc^cnitor of the Doubleday family 
in America. 

Hiram Doubleday, the subject of 
this narrative, was born in the town 
of Westfield, Washington Co., N. Y., 
Feb. 20, 1802. He was the son of 
Elisha, of the fiHh generation, and 
Mercy Bemont, who had a family of 
ten children. 

Eliaha (the fourth), grandfather of o 
of the Revolution, and was engaged i 
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' subject, was a soldier 
the defense of New 
London, Conn., against the burning by Benedict Arnold, in 1781. 

In 1804, Elisha, father of Hiram, emigrated from Washing- 
ton County to Onondaga County, and settled in the town of 
Fabins, where he wa-s an early settler. He was a farmer, and 
became one of the prominent citizens of that county, and died 
in Fftbius in the sixtieth year of his age. He was a man of 
un<]uestioiied iat^rity and of temperate and industrious habits. 

As was customary iu those days, Hiram acknowledged obliga- 
tion to bis parents in his labor until he attained his majority. 
When he went to Yates County he had acquired a good common- 
school education, which he made practically useful to himself 
and others by t«aching. 

In 1825 he married Miss Betsey, daughter of Samuel Wallace, 
of Pultney, Steuben Co., N. Y., where she was horn in 1802. 

After their marriage they purchased a farm in the town of 
Italy, Yates County, where he remained until March 3, 1832) 



Horace's early days were spent on 
his father's farm, sharing the hardships 
and privations of a pioneer family. 
Upon his father's decease he purchased 
the homestead upon which lie now 

In 1854 he mariied Miss Sarah, 
dauchter of Nathaniel Gilbert, Esq., 
one of the early settlers of Iiconidas, 
St Joseph County. They have been 
blessed with three children, one of 
whom died in infancy. 

Mr Lee has been prominently iden- 
tified with Sherwood for eight years, 
having filled acceptably the office of 
justice, and for four years that of town 
treasurer. 

In his religions and political affili- 
ations he is a Methodist and a Rcpnb- 

He has devoted himself to the 
cares of the farm and matters of per- 
sonal concern and his life has been 
comparativelj uneventful; but in his 
chosen calling he has attained success, 
and enjoys the es(«um and confidenee 
of his fellow citiBcns, 



when he started for Michigan with his 
family, then composed of his wife and 
three children, — Harvey M., Harriet 
(now Mrs D D Riley), and Myron. 
The entile juurney was made with 
an ox team They arrived safely in 
the town of Athens, Calhoun County 
(the fourth fimily in the town), in the 
forepart of the month of April, where 
Mr Doubleday purchased eighty acres 
of land about a mile and a half from 
the present village of Athens. .4t the 
time vi Mr Doubleday's settlement 
ID Athens, Michigan was a semi-wJIder- 
ness, with here and there a few resolute 
pioneers, who had erected their cabins and made small clearings, 
but not a tree had been felled where Union City now st«nds. 

In 1836, Mr. Doubleday came to Sherwood and purchased 
three hundred and twenty acres of land, one hundred and sixty 
acres on section 2, and one hundred and sixty on section 4. From 
that time until his removal to Union City, in 1872, no man was 
more prominently identified with the town. He assisted in the 
present oi^anization of the town, and was elecl«d its first super- 
visor, which position he filled acceptably two terms in succeSMon, 
and afterwards satisfactorily served in the capacity for a number 
of terms. He is a man entirely devoid of ostentation. PoeHessed 
of strong, natural common sense, of positive opinions, and public- 
spu-ited, his line of action in all matters is always strongly marked, 
and followed with tenacity. Mr, Doubleday is one of the proia- 
inent and successful farmers of the township. In business mat- 
ters he is methodical, his word is considered as good as his bond, 
and none stand higher in the esteem of the people th«i he, and 
to his femily he will leave that priceless jewel, au nuUniiehed aame. 
HosicdbyLlOO'^IC 
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towD of Leonidas, St. Joseph Co. He was missed by the 
neighbors, who inquired if he was sick and learned wliere 
he liad gone. To them the action of the son in allowing 
the father to start aione on sueh a journey seemed criminal, 
and much excitement was created, A messenger sent to 
Gilbert's brought back word that the old mao had not been 
there, and immediately the men in the settlement instituted 
a search for him, which was long kept up, but without suc- 
cess. It is stated on some authority that bones and bits of 
clothing were long afterwards found, which were supposed 
to be his, while others say that nothing was ever discovered 
which would lead to an intimation of his fate. The Lanes, 
finding themselves in much disfavor, emigrated westward 
to the State of Iowa. 

Mr. Bowers and David Kilbourn were early settlers in 
the township. The latter located in 1836 on a farm one 
mile northeast of Sherwood village, where he died in 1872. 
Of his nine children all but one are living, and that one 
offered his life upon hia country's altar during the great 
civil war, having been killed in bailie at Corinth, Miss. 

Dr. A. P. Mitchell and G. W. Mitchell came into the 
county in 1836, and both now reside in Sherwood. 

Joseph Failing, who had been given up by the doctors 
as a cert^n victim of consumption, came early into the 
township, cleared up the farm where he Tiow lives, and 
regained his health entirely. 

Epbraim Chne and a Mr Dunks were also earl^ settlets 
and both hive sinei, passed to the ''hadiwj land of the 
hereafter 

The first sthool house budt in the township was erected 
by Joseph D Lane on the southwest corner of section 5 
One end stood on land owned by Joseph Russell The 
name of the teacher who was employed to mstruct the 
children of the pioneers m this buiidiiig is not now re 
collected 

The early settLre of Sherwood were in general a class of 
honest, upnght, fearless truthful kind and accommodating 
people, and their faces and deeds are cherished f^ithtully in 
the memory ot those who knew them while their children 
have pro\ed most worthy deatendants of the parents who 
reared them But few of the orijina! settlers are now 



TOW NbUIP ORGANIZATION EI ECTIONS ETC 

When it was definitely settled that a nevf township 
should be oi^anized the settlers met at the hjuse of one 
ot their number and found there were not enough to fill 
all the offites For that reison the two townships (now 
Sherwood and Union) were set off as one and it was agreed 
that an equal number of officers should be ohosen for each 
Alexander E Tomhnsou was se(,retary of the hrst town 
meeting Through some dexterous manteuvring jn the 
part of Robert Waldron it was so manat,od that the people 
of the east half of the township voted for one man who 



As the records of the township previous to the year 1855 
have been destroyed it is impossible to give a list of the 
officers for that period. At the first township-meeting, in 
18:-J(;. the following were a few of those chosen, viz. : Town- 
ship Clerk, Phineas P. Lee ; Justices of the Peace, Joseph 
Russell, William Minor; Commissioners of Highways, Jos. 
Russell, Joseph J. Libhart, Nahum Sargent. The name 
of the first supervisor is not remembered. 

Beginning with 1855, the following have been the prin- 
cipal officers of the township of Sherwood : 



was about to move mto thf 
the majority of officers ' 
the influence of Mr Tomb 
Waldron finally hid i scu 
bloody noses I Mi Waldr 
the West 



t hilf thus giving the latter 
was attributed by some to 
1 and it is said tbit he and 
)ver it and gave each other 
IS now li\m_ somewhere in 



1858. DaviJ R. Cooley. 
1859-80. James S. Antisdale. 
1861. Bichnrd n. WiLlard. 
1S62. John B. Ilavilsnil. 



f(63. Daniel D. Kilej. 

884-65. Isaac D. Boall. 
I86B-8T. Ilenrj L, Biabee. 

■72. Loring P. Wileos. 
.Sr^7i. Jamea Gwin. 



1875-7 



Char 



1850 


60. E. F. Hascn. 


W. C. Stearns (ap|) 


1881 


JameE 8. Antisdale. 


same year, hut re 




laaao D. Beall. 


and Charies E. Sw 


1863 


66. Luring P. Wilcox. 


pointed in hia p!ae 


1867-68. B. P. Hasen. 


1874. WiHlam Lehr. 


1869-71, Clark C. Lake. 


1875. Jerome J. Stndley. 


1872 


Isaac D. Beall. 


1876-77. Henry Sayera. 


1... 


lan-d M R well 


1865. Horace 0. Loe. 




Warren Henry 


E. F. llaien. 


1856 


J Havil»nl 


1886. Isaac D. Beall. 


I8« 


Lebbeus Kono 


1887. Loring P. Wiloox. 




leanoD Beall 


1868. Ira Lake. 


1859 


Barr Oaborn 


1869. Henry L. Biabee. 


1880 


Ilenrv Duncan 


1870. Isaac D. Beall. 


I'iGl 


Lebbeus Rowe 


1871. James G«in. 


1682 


leaae D Beall 


1872. Manton E. Sawlns. 




E F Ilaien 


1873. Horace 0. Lee. 


isa3 


Barr Oiborn 


1874, 1£. L. Biabee. 




Edwar^lK Wileov 


Robert Barton. 




Peter P Gardner 


1675. Horace 0. Lee. 


1864 


Ir 1, r uk" 


Ssmnot Kilhoum. 






1878. M. E. Sawins. 
1877. Ryan Williams. 


18o5 


Franklin r Watkms 


1885. Henry Bullock. 


186B-5" Chester t Doty 


1868-68. Clart C. Lake. 


1858 


o9 Joseph Failing 


1869-71. Horace 0. Lee. 


1860 


•, W Blaokman 


1872. Franklin H. Fisher 


1861 


F F IlBien 


1873-74. Frank Thoma. 


iah2 


Dan el I) Kilo 


1875-77. Marion C. Hajen 


ne 
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1805 


Wilson M ^pente^ 


1866. Edward Stanton. 


18a6 


P Clark 


1867. Burr Osboru. 


18»" 


Benjamin F Ferns 


1868. JabiB Gwin. 


18S8 


James Uwin 


1869. Edward Stanton. 


185q 


Polatitth Clark 


1870. BurrOBborn. 


1880 


Reuben P Loddingt<i]. 


1871. Jabin Gwin. 


1861 


Benjamin Blossom 


1872, Lncien E. Rowe. 


1862 


Lyman Studley 


1873. Clark C. Lake. 


186 i 


Moma Zimmerman 


1874. Jepae Gates. 


tS64 


Pelaliah Clark 


1875. Jabin Gwin. 




John M Laoej 


1876. Jesse Gates. 




Benjamin Blo'.bom 


1877. Jesse GafST" 
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1865. William Trftfton. 
1658. Morris Zimmermttii, 

V. D. Riley. 
SaT. James S. ADtiadale. 
18S8. Morris ZimmerrBBn. 
Jsmes S. AntisdBle. 
SBO. Hermon H. JofansoD. 

B. C. Blftokman, 
862. Sojmour S. Gage. 
8S3. Clark C. Blnckmau. 



Tilliai 



E. Toil 



Clark C. Lake. 

1B85. Clark C. Lake. 

SteTOD J. Clark. 



The officers chosen for Sherwood township in 1878 were 
the following, viz. : Supervisor, Charles H. Mann; Town 
Clerk, Jerome J. Studley ; Treasurer, Horace 0. Lee ; 
Justice of the Peace, Thomas B. Kirby ; Commissioner of 
Highways, John Stafford ; School Superintendent, Clark C, 
Lake ; School Inspector, Asahel P. Spencer ; Drain Com- 
missioner, Robert Praser; Constables, James Draper, Cyrus 
Pierce, John Studley, Herbert H. Cross. 

VILLAflE OF SHERWOOD. 

When the Air-Line Railway became a certainty the plan 
of laying out a village to be called Hazenville was discussed, 
ajid finally K. F. Hazen and Manton £. Sawin platted the vil- 
lage of Sherwood, on land previously owned by the former. 
Mixed trains began running over the road in the fall of 
1870, and mail trains were put on the following summer. 

Before the village was platted the only house on the south 
side of the railroad was that of E, F. Hazen, and on the 
north but two were standing, — Ihose of Lyman Studley 
and St. Clair Leatherberry. Since then the place has 
grown 80 rapidly that now it contains a population of about 
250. It is located on a. picturesque plain, and surrounded 
by excellent farming country. 

In the fall of 1870, Frank M. Warner built the struc- 
ture now used as a hotel, and in it opened a grocery, the 
first store of any kind in the place. He was bought out in 
1871 by Jerome J. Studley. Isaac Maltby purchased the 
store from Studley, and finally converted it into a hotel. 
In the fall of 1878 he disposed of it to the present pro- 
prietor, C. D. Leech. 

Jonathan Hare erected the second store in the village, — 
the building now occupied by the post-offiee,^and the third 
one was built by Wm. Palmer. The two stores next north 
were built, — the one occupied by a drug establish men, t 
by Ezra Boatwick, of Union City, and the other by J. W. 
Spencer, of the same place. These are all frame buildings. 

A steam grist- and saw-mill was built for J. W. French 
& Son, and is now in operation, owned by that firm, as is a 
planing-mill built and owned by Messrs. Sawin & Stafford. 

The first post-office in the township was called Newstead, 
upon the suggestion of A. E. Tomiinson, after the famous 
Newstead Abbey, in England. Jared M. Uowell was post- 



master for many years. The office at Sherwood village was 
established in the summer of 1871, and Jerome J. Studley 
received the appointment of first postmaster. He was suc- 
ceeded by Isaac Maltby, and he by the present incumbent, 
Henry Sayers. 

It is thought that the first resident physician in the 
township was Dr. Mason Spencer, who practiced here thirty- 
two years, and was killed by the cars in the summer of 
1878. Drs. R. Fraser, L. R. Daniels, and A. P. Mitchell 
are at present practicing, the former having located here in 
1870. 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

A Methodist class was oi^anized here in 1838, consist- 
ing of six members, viz,, Lyman Studley and wife, John 
Onderdonk and wife, and Kjan Williams and wife. A 
young missionary by the name of Jones held services at 
that time. The society increased in members to such an 
extent (hat about 1856-58 the present frame church was 
built. At that time the membership was between 90 and 
100, while now it numbers only about 20. The present 
pastor is Rev. 0. S. Paddock, who also has charge of a. 
church in Athens. 

CHURCH OF SHERWOOD. 

In 1877 a revolution took place in the Methodist 
Church, and many of its members withdrew and organized 
tliemselves into a body with the above name, under the 
leadership of M. V. Rork, a former Methodist minister, 
who had conceived ideas so liberal as not to conform to the 
strict rules of Methodism, — ideas which in the estimation 
of himself and many others were the true foundation for 
human happiness. So popular la Mr. Rork that his fol- 
lowers here number 130, and a society with the same belief 
has recently built and dedicated a church in Athens, coat- 
ing $5000, which is the only one in the United States 
erected by a society of this denomination. As yet the 
society at Sherwood has no church, but holds its meetings 
in Red-Ribbon Hall. 

A FREE METHODIST SOCIETY 

was organized here about 1867, and has a limited number 
of members at present. A small frame church has been 
erected, and meetings are held once in two weeks. The 
pastor is Rev, Mr. Tompkins. The church is located on 
the " corners," south of the railroad. 

The growth of the village of Sherwood has been remark- 
able, and illustrates what " might have been" had the rail- 
road been constructed through here many years ago, as 
originally surveyed. As an agricultural township Sher- 
wood ranks high, and those of her first settlers who are 
now living can view with pride the home of their adoption, 
with its broad and fertile fields and excellent improvements. 

Alexander E. TomUnson, the first settler in Sherwood, 
has kindly furnished us with many facts and incidents 
which are embodied in the foregoing history, and among 
others who have lent their aid in this reapect are J. S. 
Rowell, of Union City, whose father, J. M. Rowell, was 
one of Sherwood's pioneers; Jerome J. Studley, Ryan 
Williams, Dr. R. Fraser, and others. Numerous items also 
have been taken from the articles published the past winter 
iu the Coldwaler RepubliciiH. 

I losiGd by V 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHPS 



■ El'HRAlM CLI^^ 

This gentleman waa for many year* prominently identi 
fied with the towns of Mattesun anJ bherw od and wh 
born in Binghamton, N. Y., Nov. li 1S12 His early 
life was spent npon his Other's farm receiving only limited 
advantages for education. At the age of sixteen his father 
died, and he went to live with an unde with whom he re 
mained fifteen years. In 1831 his unUe emigrated to 
Michigan, and settled in the town of Nottuwa bt Joseph 
Co. The following spring Kphraim joinel his unile -(nd 
shortly after went to work for Judge Oonoor of Nottawa 
with whom he remained about two years Durint; this 
time he made the acquaintance of Mias Mary Sheets whom 
ho married in June, 1834. Mrs, Chne was a naUve of 
Ohio, where she was born in 1816. Aft r their raamagc 
they rented a farm for a limited time and by industij and 
economy saved a sum NufBcient to enter eitchty a:,ies of laud 
in the town of Matteson. Upon this firm he resided sis 
years, when he sold and purchased three hundred and 
twenty acres in the north part of the town when he re 
sided until his death, in 1874. Mr (.line waa a man .f 
indomitable enet^ and perseverance of temperate habits 
and possessed of a hardy constituti n and an abundance 
of will. He became noted for his industrj ■ind ability U 
perform a vast amount of hard labor. Like moat self made 
men, he eoinmeneed life at the bottom r und cf (h hider 



and by hih wn individuil efforts he achieved success in all 
departments and became one of the prominent farmers and 
valued ciliz iis jf the county. Devoid of ostentation, he 
shunned political pref iraent, and his whole life was devoted 
I J his farm and matters of personal concern. In his relig- 
ious Lonviotioni he was i Methodist, and did much to ad- 
vance reiiguus interests Socially, he was genial and 
pleasant winnin^ and retaining the regard of all with whom 
he came in cintiot His house was open to all, and his 
hospitality waa proverbi I All charitable and benevolent 
enterprises found in him a warm friend and supporter, and 
any project that hid tor its object the advancement of the 
material interests of his town or county received his hearty 
CO operation 

Mr and Mrs Clini, leared a family of eight children, — 
five boys and three girls — all of whom are now living, and 
with the exception of two sons in Montana, all are resi- 
dent of this county Oscar, the eldest of the family, was 
born in Nittawa St Joseph Co., July 12, 1836. His rec- 
ollection of the pioneer times is vivid, and he is entitled to 
till, appellatii n of an old settler. He remained with his 
father until he was twi.nty-four years of age, when he mar- 
ried Miss Saniantha daughter of J abin Gwin, of Sherwood. 
They commenced life upon a new farm in Mattesoti, vfhich 
he impi \ed and upon whiuh he resided until, in 1868, 
he puicl ased the ftirm upon which he now resides. He is 
possessed f in iny of the prominent characteristics of his 
father and like him is entitled to a Ibremost place among 
the representative men and successful farmers of Branch 
C)unty 





JABIN R. GWIN. 



MRS JABIN R GWIN 



JABIN II. GWIN". 
Among the successful and self-made men of Sherwood, 
the subject of this narrative occupies a prominent posi- 
tion. He was born in Green township, Eichland Co., 
Ohio, Jan. 17, 1816. His father, Joseph Gwin, who was 
a farmer, had two sons, Jabin R. and Calvin W. Jabin 
lived at honie until he was seventeen, when he commenced 
43 



life for himselt is a farm laborer At the age of twenty- 
two he was ni in-ied to Miss Lorinda Pease, of Genesee Co., 
N. Y., where hhe wis horn Nov 22, 1820 In 1840 he 
came to Michigan and purcha^>ed a farm in Cass County. 
His venture proved unprofitable and in 1849 he removed 
to Wisconsin. After a residence of two years he returned 
to Sherwood and purcha.sed the form now owBed bj^Fi^ 
I losiGd by V 
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Ensign. Two years subsequently he sold aad purchased 
the farm where he now reaides, which at present consists of 
two hundred acres. The land was entirely new, aud the 
fine (arm of to-day is the result of hia own energy and in- 
dustry, A Tiew of his place we present on another page, 
in connection with portraits of himself and wife. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gwin have been blessed with seven child- i 
ren, three of whom arc now dead. Both have passed 
through the ordea! of the construction of a farm and a 



hom*e from the wilderness, and are entitled to the appella- 
tion of old settlers. Mr. Gwin has never sought political 
prefemicnt, nor has his name been known in official circles. 
He has pursued a line of life where the goal has proved a 
satisfaction. Among the people of Sherwood none stand 
higher for integrity and those ennobling qualities that 
make the true man. Both himself and wife are members 
of the Methodist Church and are liberal supporters of 
church interests. 




NEWCOMK WII^OX. 

NBWCOMB WILCOX, ■ 
one of the pioneers of Sherwood, was born in Naples, On- 
tario Co., N. Y., Nov. 3, 1803. He was the son of Charles 
and Sally (Kibbee) Wilcox, who had a family of five chil- 
dren. The elder Wilcos was a carpenter and joiner by oc- 
cupation ; but little is known of his history further than 
that he was an industrious man, of excellent habits, and a 
worthy citizen. When Neweotnb was thirteen years of age 
his father died, and he Was thrown upon his own resources. 
He pursued various avocations until 1S25, at which time 
he was married to Miss Maranda Siearns. After his mar- 
riage, in company with a brother, he purchased a farm near 
Naples, which they carried on in connection with a saw- 
mill until his emigration to Michigan, whither his brother 
Edward had removed the year previous, settling in the town 
of Leonidas, St. Joseph Co, In April, 1837, Mr. Wilcox left 
Naples with hia family, which consisted of his wife and four 
children, in a wagon drawn by two yoke of oxen. The 
journey was made in thirty-one days, and was marked by 




MEh NEWCOMB WILOOX 

many eventful incidenlB. Previous to his removal he had 
exchanged his farm in Ontario County for eighty acres of 
land in Sherwood, which is a portion of the farm on which 
he now resides. The land was entirely new, and had no 
improvements save the body of a log house, into which the 
family moved before its completion. In addition to the 
many hardships and privations incident to pioneer life, the 
family were all sick with chills and fever. To Mrs. Wilcox 
the situation was trying in the extreme, but, with that forti- 
tude that was characteristic of pioneer women, she bore up 
bravely, and as time passed on her loud was lightened, Mrs. 
Wilcos was born in St. Lawrence Co., N. Y., Jan. 14, 
1808. Her parents, Phineas and Mary (Cooper) Stearns, 
emigrated to Oneida County in 1812. Her father died in 
Illinois, at the advanced age of eighty-five. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilcox have been blessed with a family of seven children, — 
five daughters and two sons. They have led exemplary 
lives, and have done much in advancing the best interests of 
society. Both are worthy members of the Baptist Church, 



y Google 



CALIFORNIA. 



California, a fractional township, is situiited in tlio 
southeast corner of the county. It ia designated by tlio 
United States sarvey as township number 8 south, of range 
number 5 west, and is bounded on the north and west re- 
Bpectiveijby Alganseeand Kinderhook townships of Branch 
County, east by Hillsdale County, and south by the State 
of Indiana. 

Its surface, which is claimed to be the highest on the 
IiDe of the proposed Mansfield, Coldwator and Lake Michi- 
gan Railroad, is of a level character, yet sufficiently rolling 
to afford good surface drainage. 

No streams of any importance eross its borders, and its 
area of swamps and wator surface is less in estont, perhaps, 
than that of any other township iu the county. Sections 
5 and 18 each contain small lakes of about 30 and 50 
acres respectively. 

The soil is a sandy and gravelly loam, very productive, 
and for agricultural purposes compares favorably with other 
portions of the county. 

The people are chiefly engaged in a"ricultural pursuits 
Their lands and buildings evince taste intelligent cult ire 
and general prosperity. It contains a total area of IJ i75 
acres, of which 11,625 acres are in farm hnd" ml in 1S74 
bad a population of 841 inhabitants 



In the latter part of the month of December 1S35 



n Will a 



then four 

Saline Washteniw 
a_o rfad aimed at 



Samuel Beach, accompanied by hi 
teen years of age, and James H. La 
law of the elder Beach, started from 
Co., Mich., and traveling via the Chi 
Coldwater without incident. 

The village of Coldwater then contained ume ti oi b 
dwelling-houses, 2 stores, 2 taverns, ind ^ few other build 
ings, and a rickety sawmill down by the iiver The siir 
rounding country was a wide, desolato ilmoat trpUess plain 
which, swept by the wintry winds, and covered by dnftin' 
snows, presented to the travelers a most forbidding iipect 
They could not think of stopping on the Coldwate Praino 
and after remaining overnight, started the following ra rn 
ing for " Waterhouse Corners." After fording the river, 
they purchased 200 feet of boards at the mill, which, with 
one half-barrel of pork, two bags of wheat flour, one bag of 
buckwheat flour, a few bu het fjotatoes c ok' g te s'ls 
bedding, axes, rifles tc a de J p e ty ^ood load for the r 
horse-team and wagon Ihe journ y to Wate house was 
accomplished by n ^htfall altor nucl labor cutt n^, out 
roads, unloading and load n j,.a n n arshy place where 
their team got " stalled 

Mr. Lawrence relates tl t I ey we c o t rd lly e 
ceived by Messrs W Lf, I o aui L ma u d v 



feasted upon venison steak and cranberry sauce, and then, 
ader talking of game and range, of ijuarter-sections, home, 
friends, and everybody s connections, they lay down upon 
the floor, sleeping the sound, refreshing sleep which always 
follows a day {if honest toil. The next morning they were 
routed out early by their indefatigable leader (Samuel 

Reach), and afler partaking of a good breakfast, bade their 
hospitable friends good-by and struck out for their destina- 
tion, which was six milfo due east. On account of swamps 
they were obliged to make a wide d<''tour to avoid them, 
which added greatly to the distance and difficulties of the 
undertaking, and it was long after noun ere they reached 
the point they intended making their home. Just before 
reaching their journey's end, their toani ran violently down 
a steep place into the marsh. The bag of buckwheat flour 
fell out, and, striking on the fruzen ground, burst open, 
losing nearly one-half its contents. They could not afford 
time then to gather up what had run out, but continued on 
their way. We now i|uoto from Mr. Lawrence: 

" Mr Beach struck a fire and began cooking our dinner, 
hn son unharnessed and fed the team, while I took an axe 
and be^ao cutting logs for our house, and I suppose I cut 
(he flrit tree evtr cut in this township by an actual settler. 

\(\er lUii p we went to work to construct a shelter for the 
I pht and we w rked as only men will work when driven 
!> thtt stern taskmaster, necessity, for we had only a few 
hours tl prejiure for a wintry December night. There were 
some tl ree r four inches of snow on the ground and more 
c mi ig and With all our efiurts we only succeeded in cut> 
tin^ and i llina; up twelve logs, or enough to make our 
house three logs high on a side. We then took a few of 
our boards tor a floor and threw the rest on the top of the 
logs for 1 shelter. There was just room enough to sit 
upn^ht under (hem, A fire was built in one corner of the 
houife a.fainst the logs. We then sliced up some of our 
pork and were wioking it on a forked stick when we were 
startled by a \0icc from without shouting, ' Halloo, there !' 
till the voiCL Lome up out of the earth, or from the skies, 
we could n t have been more concerned, for we did not 
suppose that a white person was nearer than Waterhouse 
Corners. Alter recovering a little from our fright, we re- 
plied, ' Who's there ?' ' Friends,' was the response. We 
said ' Come in.' They did so by stepping omr our house. 
Tl ey pro ed to be Asahel Brown and Nathan Austin, who 
I ad heard of us it Coldwater, and taking our tracks, had 
toUowed us Of course we were glad to sec them, and 

after a pleasant evening's visit, which commenced a life- 
lo g ac jua ntance, we lay down on our boards and slept 
s undly 

I he es orning, after breakfast, our guests 1 
d M Br vn wa.s fortunate enough ti 
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of the finest fiirms in tte county. The second day our house 
was &Dt3hed high enough to admit a man standing upright 
under the boards used as a shelter. The team had gone 
back to the world, and Mr. Beach and myself were left alone. 
Our house was at last finished. It was twelve feet square, 
and contained one room, which served as parlor, kitchen, 
sitting-, and bed-roDiu. Our provision chest was our tahie, 
and our bedding, rolled up, served as chairs. The pork 
barrel stood against the outside of the house (no fear of 
neighbors robbing it). The potatoes had been thrown down 
upon the ground, and were frozen as hard as gunstoues. 
When they were wanted for eating we would take a hatful 
of them, and, raking open the ashes, would heap coals of 
fire upon them, which softened them as efiectually as heap- 
ing ' coals upon an enemy's head.' 

" Soon after the completion of the small house just luen- 
tioned a larger oue, some twenty feet square, was commenced, 
in anticipation of the arrival of Mr. Beach's family in the 
spring. To raise it, the neighbors six miles away were in- 
vited. They came to a man. It was not completed the 
first day, and the neighbois — though earnestly entreated 
to remain through the night, as a blinding snow-storm had 
commenced— determined to return to their wives and 
homes. They lost their course, and were forced to remain 
in the woods all night. They built a rousin 
it through the night, finally reaching home 
nest morning. They returned the nest week, and assisted 
to complete the walls of the second house. 

Mr. Lawrence says that "Mr. Beach and myself put 
on the roof one of the coldest days of the year. The nails 
would stick to our mittens, would break and fly like glass, 
and our fingers were pounded black and blue. During all 
this time our flour wasted away, and at last was gone. I 
went six miles to borrow a loaf of bread, following section 
lines through swamps and marshes. We were not quite 
ready to go home, as we did not want to leave our work, 
but we could not work without bread. In this dilemma 
we happened to think of the b«ckwheat flour that ran out 
of the bag when it fell from the wagon three weeks pre- 
viously, and we thought that possibly some of it migiit be 
good. We returned to the place and found that the snow 
had formed a thin crust over it. When this was taken ofl' 
the flour was as nice as when it ran from our bag. This 
was gathered up as carefully as if it bad been gold-dust. 
It was manna to us. This timely supply enabled us to 
finish up our work so that we could leave and go home. 
But what should we do with our household goods? There 
were plenty of Indians about. It is true, we had formed 
their acquaintance and were on very friendly terms with 
them, and could almost any day get a nice ham of venison 
for a lump of salt. But we dared not leave our treasures 
in their keeping. 

We at last hit upon a plan : the ashes were gathered up 
from our hearth, a hole was dug underneath, in it was 
placed our treasures, the ashes were replaced and a good 
fire kept up for a day and night, whicli effectually hid our 
' cache.' Then we lay down on our bed of dried grass and 
slept, intending to start early on the morrow. How long 
we slept we had no means of knowing. We had no 
ancient time-piece on the wall. 



r In approach in 



of gol. 



But we slept by guess, and after sleeping as we thought 
our usual hours, we arose and started for the nearest house, 
which was ten miles distant in the direclion we intended to 
travel. Taking our Indian trail, we set our faces eastward 
and homeward. There were a few inches of snow upon 
the ground, which enabled us to follow the trail without 
difficulty, but it took us a devious, roundabout way of 
some twelve inilcs ere we reached the house we had in 
view. On arriving there the inmates were Still sleeping. 
We thought we would not disturb the family ; so we kept 
on our way to Allen's Prairie, six mites farther. When 
we came tliere no one was stirring, and there were no more 
signs of morning than when we started from our shanty 
eighteen miles distant. So we kept on, and just as we 
stood on the heights overlooking Jonesviile the morning 
light was breaking. We walked on to the village tavern 
and called for breakfast, to which we did ample justice. 
The victuals disappeared like frost before the morning sun, 
'Twas a bitter cold morning, our walk of twenty mites had 
not decreased our appetite, and we had a long walk before 
us (for we were determined to reach home, fifty miles away, 
before sleeping), so we ballasted accordingly. But that 
poor landlord, he didn't want to feed ua again, nor did he 
ask us to ' call again.' We left him to recover from the 
attack as best he could, and reached our home in Saline 
that night, having traveled during the day a distance of 
seventy miles. 

" After remaining a short time in Saline we loaded up a 
sled-load of household furniture and started back, leaving 
the family to complete further arrangements for removal. 
We came to Allen's Prairie, on the Chicago turnpike, then 
southward towards our home in the woods. On the west 
bank of Long Lake, six miles south of Allen's Prairie, lived 
a family by the name of Carpenter. The femily consisted 
of five brothers and three sisters. This was the only house 
on our route from Allen's. We arrived there in the even- 
ing, after having forded the outlet of the lake. The stream 
was about thirty feet wide, and frozen on either side. We 
broke the ice, and then our oxen went down and through 
to the other side. They were most effectually immersed, 
likewise our furniture. The next morning we started out 
to accomplish the remaining part of our journey, which 
was a distance of eleven miles, and over a route hitherto 
un traveled by teams. 

" Mr. Beach and son looked out and cut a road as well as 
they could ; but little time had they for cutting, however, 
for I drove the team, and kept snug up to them all day, and 
when nightfall came on we had, by following a crooked 
Indian-trail, worked our way througli. But we had a 
sadly- demoralized load of furniture, for I had frequently 
driven over logs a foot or more in diameter, and the result 
was chaira with broken logs, and tables with legs and leaves 
wrenched from their fastenings. We found our ' cache' in 
the cabin all right. Although our journey was ended, we 
were not through with our troubles. An elephant was c 
our hands in the shape of the oxen, whicb' 
lloR-odby V 
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THE LAWRENCE FAMILY. 



The father and mother of J. H. Lawrence were horn in 
Connecticuf, in 1770 and 1774 respectively, and were 
united in marriage in 1794. Soon after tliey emigrated to 
Western New York, going all tlie way from Utiea to 
Rochester hj "marked" trees, traveling hy team, and 
settiing in Genesee, Livingston County. He would not have 
taken the whole city plot of Iloehester at that time as a 
gift had it heen offered him, for it was a perfect qnagmire, 
and footmen had to jump from one bog to another. He 
was in the war of 1812, at Black Rook and the burning of 
Buffalo; was taken prisoner by the British, but soon re- 
leased. After peace was declared he pursued the huginess 
of blacksmi thing at Genesee, customers coming fifty miles to 
get work done. They were three times burned out, saving 
only the clothes on their backs, and in addition suffered all 
the privations and hardships of pioneer life. The Indians 
were warlike and troublesome; and at one time while a 
council was being held in the plaoe, at which was required 
the presence of every white man and Indian (and it was 
supposed every Indian was present), there came a couple of 
Indian braves into the house where Mrs. Lawrence was 
staying, alone with two young children, and demanded 
whisky. She told them she had none. They said they 
would kill her if she did not give it, and drew their knives 
■ and started for her. Her little girl ran and hid herself. 
Mrs. Lawrence swung her cradle containing an infant 
against the cupboard in which was the whisky, and seizing 
a chair, backed up against it. As the Indians came up, 
she gave one of tliem a blow that felled him to the floor, 
which cooled the courage of the other ; at the same time 
she called to a boy who was passing, and told him to run to 
the council-house and tell her husband that the Indians 
were killing her. The Indians begged her not to tell 
"Shamotanian," praised her courage, called her "good 
squaw," etc. The one she floored was ever after the best 
Indian friend she had. This incident made her respected 
and beloved by all the tribe, and saved the settlement much 
trouble, 



Mr. and Mra. Lawrence were the parents of twelve chil- 
dren, all of whom (save two) reached years of maturity. 
There were sis boys and six girls. Two of the sons were 
ordained ministers of the gospel ; one went out as an early 
missionary to the East Indies, and ended his life there. 
One of the daughters was the wife of Eev. Chas. Hall, for 
many years secretary of the American Tract Society, and 
all of their children hecanie honored and useful memhers 
of society. 

Mrs. Lawrence's parents were descendants of the Pilgrim 
Plymouth Flock. Mrs, Lawrence's father, Thomas Good- 
man, was born in Massachusetts in 1789. His consort, 
Roxy Upson, was born in Connecticut in 1788. They 
were the parents of nine children, most of whom reached 
mature years ; the parents living to the age of fifty-eight 
and eighty-seven respectively. They emigrated to Michigan 
in an early day, white yet it was a territory and an almost 
unbroken wilderness, suffering all the hardships and pri- 
vations of pioneer life, patiently enduring the Want and toil 
incident to three removals, and three times commencing in 
the woods. 

Her Grandfather Upson served five years in the Revo- 
lutionary war, and was intimate with Washington. Several 
anecdotes are related of him, never before published, one 
of which is as follows : 

It was customary with Washington to go the rounds of 
his army every night, as far as he couid, to comfort and 
cheer his soldiers. He says on one occasion, Washington 
came into his tent when the whole army was dispirited with 
half rations and hard fare, and said, " Boys, I hope we'll 
all soon see better times, and have plenty to eat." Just 
then a fine, fat wether stuck his head out from under a 
blanket, and said " B-a-a-a." 

"Boys," said Washington, "I guess you are doing 
pretty well now ; when you dress thatfellow, remember me." 

They did remember Mm, and sent up a quarter. Wash- 
ington sent out the next morning and paid the owner for 
tlie sheep. 
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sii faithfully. We had nothing for them to eat. Mr. Beach 
proceeded to Waterhouse Cornets, and found that one of our 
neighbors there had cut some marsh hay during the sum- 
mer. He had uot drawn it in. It still lay on the raarah, 
some in the cock, gome in the swath ; this he would sell for 
$5 per toD, if we would draw it. This poor stuff, that had 
stood the fall rains and wioter snows, was Snally purchased, 
and was the only subsistence for our animals during the 
remaining part of the winter. 

" Early in the spring, Mr. Beaeh and his son returned to 
Saline to bring in the family, leaving me alone in my glory. 
There were plenty of Indians, wolves, and other wild ani- 
mals, but I did not feel as if they added much to society. 
One morning a middle-aged Indian came along just as I was 
cooking my breakfast As ludiin* are alwiys hun^^rj I 
invited him to stop and take breakfast with me I fur 
nishei htm the best the house afforded He at^, hke a 
savtge ind seemed (o relish ill of it es(.ept the bread 
which was made by atirnn^ water and flour tOj^ther and 
baking before the fire Whon baked it was ab lut as tender 
as an oaken shingle. After eating a while, he exclaimed, in 
broken English, 'No good bread.' I laughed heartily at 
his prwse of ray cooking. We made a pretty good meal, 
however, when my Indian guest shouldered his rifle and 
departed. He returned an hour or so later with the car- 
casses of two deer, of which he gave me a nice ham." 

Mr. Lawrence then relates of a terrible night passed 
alone in his cabin, when the wolves by scores howled 
about him till daybreak. After an absence of two weeks 
Mr. Beach, with his (amily, returned. A change camo 
over the scene, for a dozen Beach sprouts had sprung up 
around the parent stem, and the wild woods were made to 
echo with their shouts and laughter. 

" When the spring opened, the ' land-lookers' came flock- 
ing in by scores, as ours was the only house within a radius 
of sis miles, and our iatch-striug was always out. We had 
'em pretty bad. We kept eight, ten, and oceasioually as 
many as fifteen persons overnight, in addition to the large 

" Ira Purdy was the neit settler, and the first one to build 
after us. Ho came early in the spring of 18.^6, and built 
a small log house on section 3, 16 by 18 fuet. He, to i 
had to go into the hotel business, and declares that some 
nights he kept as many as forty people. Mr. Purdy is still 
with us, and his experiences of pioneer life are well woith 
relating. The same spring we went to Quincy ten miles 
north of us, to ' 'tend town -meeting,' when Mr Beach was 
elected a justice of the peace. Our route lay through an 
unbroken wilderness, and our only guide was sections lines 
which were followed through swamps and marsh brush and 
brakes ; not a house to be seen the whole distance. 

" Soon the welcome settlers began to come in all around 
us. Of course we had all kinds of inhabitants. The good 
and the bad were gathered in, and many saw pretty hard 
times for a few seasons. We paid 18 shillings per bushel 
for oats ; pork was 25 cents per pound ; potatoes H per 
bushel, and flour could only be obtained by going long dis- 
tances to mill, and then paying very high prices," 

Ira Purdy, a native of St. Andrew's, Canada, but who 
bad resided in Seueea Co,, Ohio, since 1818, came from the 



latter place in the fall of 1835, and settled first on Allen 
Prairie, May 10, 1836, He became a resident of that part 
of Quincy township now known as California. Stillman 
Ellwei! came with him, and settled upon section 10. A few 
days later Azam and Horace Purdy, brothers of Ira, came 
in from Ohio. Azam located upon section 23, while Horace 
became one of the first settlers in Algansee township. 

Mr. Ira Purdy was the one man in the settlement who 
was depended upon by his neighbors to do the milling, as 
he had a good team of horses, and knew how to drive and 
care for them, During the year 1837 a great scarcity of 
breadstuffs existed among the settlers in Southern Michigan. 
Thousands of families had come in from the States of New 
York and Ohio. Those who had settled years previously 
h id already disposed of their stock on band, and none could 
be obtained unless by traveling a long distance into Northern 
Indiana Mr. Purdy's experiences jnd difficulties nn one 
of these trips is well worth relating, and is as follows: 

In June, 1837, Mr, Purdy had completed his aiTange- 
uients and was just on the point of driving off in search of 
flour for his starving neighbors, when he was approached 
by one John Perrin, a settler of Camden township, who 
said, " Mr. Purdy, if you have anything in your house in 
the shape of food, for God's sake and my suffering family 
let me have it; my family are starving I We have not 
eaten a mouthful of food, except what greens I have gath- 
ered from the woods, in three weeks, and we are sick and 
starving to death'' (his family consisted of a wife and two 
children). Mr, Purdy had a bushel of wheat on his 
wagon, with which he intended to feed his team while on 
his journey. He said, "Take this wheat and save your 
family," The poor man took it on his hack, weak as be was, 
and carried it seven miles to his home, where it was boiled, 
and fed his Starving wife and little ones. 

Mr. Purdy then proceeded on his way in quest of wheat 
or flour. He went to English Prairie, to Pretty Prairie, to 
Ox-Bow, Lima, and to White Pigeon, but not a kernel of 
grain could he procure at either, except a peck of oats at 
the latter pi ice fir which he paid $2. From White Pigeon 
he proceeded on to Three Kirers, thence to Schoolcraft, to 
Mott\ille to Bristol, Ind., and Elkhart; but nothing could 
be obtained lir love or money until he I'caehed Mishawaka, 
Ind while he found a mill with a small supply of wheat 
on hand Says Mr. Purdy, " I asked the miller if he had 
anv flour to sell He replied,'! guess so; how much 
dj jou want' I answered, ' A ton.' ' I don't know as we 
have wheat enough to make it ; I'll see.' He looked in 
his bins, and then said, ' I guess we have enough, and you 
can have it,' This was Saturday noon. I asked when he 
would have it ready for me. He answered, ' I don't think 
we can get it out to-day.' 'I wish you would, for my 
neighbors are starving.' ' I'll do the best I can,' replied the 
miller. He then started another run of stone. Soon after 
the ' boss' of the mill came in, to whom the case was stated. 
He said, ' We can't get it out before Monday morning. We 
don't grind Sundays ; it's agin my principles.' Then, turn- 
ing on his heel, he walked off, and, while wrapped up in 
his self-righteousness, was willing to leave a whole neigh- 
borhood to suffer with hunger rather (ban to help them. 
The miller then said, ' Feed your team and iiiui 
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bags. I'llgrinii this wheat before sleeping; will weigh it, 
set it there by the back door, and you can drive around in 
the moroing as early as you ehooae. I'll be there, will 
throw it in your wagon, take the pay, and we'll let the old 
boss wbistle about the Sunday business.' 

" I was at the mill-door before daylight next morning, 
took on 2000 pounds of flour, for which I paid 8100, and 
then started homeward rejoicing. I met a man the same 
day, who was also hunting for flour. He offered me $8 
[>er ewt. for my load. I I/ild him, ' No ; money can't buy it.' 
That night I stopped at the hotel in Mottville. The land- 
lord had a flaming sign out, but his barn was empty. Not 
a pound of hay nor a peek of grain had he, with which to 
feed a team. I told him I thought it was a pretty poor 
show, ' I know it,' says he ; ' but can't help it. I can't get 
it.' I had seen a man mowing and putting up some hay, 
back on the other side of the river. Taking my halter, I 
walked over, and asked him if he could sell me a shilling's 
worth of hay. He said, ' Yes ; lay down your halter, and I 
will give you all you can carry.' He was an honest Dutch- 
man. When he had filled my halter with all that I 
thought I eouid carry I cried out enough, but he kept fill- 
ing up and pressing it down, saying, ' Py gracious 1 if you 
cannot carry him, I will help you. Put him on your 
wagon, — you will need him.' Next morning the landlord 
charged me one dollar for the use of his empty barn,'a 
dollar for supper and breakfast, and 25 cents for lodging. 
This was a fair sample of the hotel accommodations re- 
ceived all along my route. When I reached home, after 
an absence of ten days, the neighbors came down upon me 
from far and near, some a distance of ten miles away. To 
each family I dealt out about forty pounds of flour." 

This timely arrival no doubt saved many in the settle- 
ment from the verge of starvation. They were driven to 
the direst straits to procure a few of the very necessaries of 
life. Some even dug up and ate the potatoes they had 
planted, while others cut down the timber, burned it to 
ashes, from which "black salts" were made, and carried to 
Coldwater and Jonesville, and sold for a pittance in cash, 
or a few pounds of flour. Many stout hearts grew faint 
at the prospect before ihera, not knowing where food was 
coming from to carry them, their wives, and little children 
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early summer of 1837 will always be 
3 who were here at that period ; yet, 
when the trying ordeal was passed, amid an abundant har- 
vest which followed, their trials and privations were un- 
heeded, and ever after those who were industrious, and who 
practiced habits of economy, have had a sufficiency. 

During the spring and summer of 1836 the settlement 
waa still further increased in numbers by the arrival of 
Ira Cass, George Monlux, Israel R. Hal!, Alexander Odren, 
Theodore G-. Holden, John W. Harris, William Thompson ; 
and early in 1837 by Joseph W. Lawrence, a soliiier of 
1812, his son Joseph W., Jr., Jonathan Hall, and Jacob 
B. Broom. Which list, together with those previously 
mentioned, comprised all tlie resident tax-payers in town- 
ship 8 south, range 5 west, in the fall of 1837. 



Ira Cass, a veteran of the war of 1812, and who had 
also served in the United States army as flte-major, was a 
native of Vermont. In May, 1836, accompanied by his 
brother-in-law, George Monlus, and a family composed of 
his sons Lewis, Kzra, Ira, Jr., Martin, and six daughters, 
he started frem Muskingum Co., 0., and arrived here during 
the same month. Their journey of some three hundred 
miles abounded in many difficulties. It is related that 
during the latter part of it they became involved in the 
almost bottomless morasses of the famous Black Swamp, 
where they ware three days in gaining a distance of three 
miles. Mr. Monlux was a Virginian, and became the first 
supervisor of the township. Ira Cass was a character in 
the settlement, and perhaps no historical reminiscence of 
the pioneers would be considered complete that did not 
allude to him and his characteristics. He was the father 
of 16 children, a majority of whom are still living. He 
claims to be a relative of the Hon. Lewis Cass, and asserted 
that he might have been " one of his pups" if he would, 
but he chose to strike out and depend upon his own re- 
sources for a living, and many were the expedients resorted 
to by him to gain an honest livelihood for his numerous 
family. He was frank and generous to a fault, patriotic in 
the fullest sense of the word, and many a tale of frontier 
life and linrder warfare did he unfold to his neighbors 
during leisure hours. And the hardships and privations 
he had there endured most admirably fitted him for pioneer 
life in his Michigan home. He was very fond of tobacco, 
— an inveterate chewer. To use his own words, he had a 
■' remarkable swallow." A threepenny paper scarcely suf- 
Beed to make two good chews. It was his habit to preserve 
his "sojers," by laying them upon a stump, log, rail fence, 
or wherever he chanced to be, when he disgoi^ed in favor 
of a fresh one. It is related that a hunter waa out in the 
woods one day in quest of game, and discovered away oif 
at a long distance what he supposed was a wild turkey 
sitting on a log. After cautiously approaching to within 
gun-shot range he fired, and the object fell to the ground ; 
but what was his chagrin and disappointment, on walking 
up, to find that instead of shooting a turkey he had only 
brought down one of Uncle Cass' big quids. 

In the latter years of his life he became a convert to 
Christianity ; was very zealous, and appeared anxious to 
make the very best use of the time left him. He was 
chosen class-leader, and one evening, while in the midst of 
an earnest exhortation, entreating his hearers to come forth 
and join the army of the Lord, he whipped out of his 
pocket a plug of tobacco, and cramming nearly one-half of 
it into his capacious mouth, exclaimed, " And yit there's 
room." This expression, coupled with the application, 
banished all seriousness during the remaining part of that 



Alexander Odren, who settled upon section 1 in the 
early part of the year 1836, was born in Detroit in 1791, 
and without doubt is now the oldest native living in the 
State of Michigan. His life has been an eventful one, and 
his recollections are worthy of some space in these pages. 

He remembers when the city of Detroit was a town of 
about 80 rods square, being bounded by the fort and river, 
the whole inclosed by a stockade, except along the rivcri 
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front. Every third post of tlie stockade wa-s loop-holed, 
through which the garrison could fire at an approaching 
foe. At sunset the guards with fife and drum would 
gather up the Indians, agd send them outside the fortifica- 
tions to their camp at Springwells. Tecumaeh with his 
braves was encamped near the eity, and at one time was 
joined by thousands of the Saiiks and Foxes, who came 
down the river in their biroh-bark canoes, under the leader- 
ship of Dickinson. Mr, Odren describes Tecumseh as 
having been a tall and very ugly-looking Indian. When 
Mr. Odron was a young man he went to Maiden to learn 
the baker's trade. While there he knew that human fiend, 
Simon Girtj. One evening young Odren, in company with 
a number of other young men, went out from Maiden to 
attend a social party. On their return they were set upon 
by a British press-gang, who captured five of them, includ- 
ing Odren. They were taken on board the British man-of- 
war "The Queen Charlotte." Two of the young men, 
who were native Canadians, were released, hut Odren and 
the other two young Americans were impressed into the 
British service. His employer came on board, and offered 
to furnish another man if they would release Odren, hut 
the officer in command would not part with him, and he 
was kept in the enemy's service more than a year, at the 
espimtion of which time he was captured by Commodore 
Perry, at the battle of Lake Erie. Previous to and during 
this sanguinary conflict he was the second in command of a 
24-pound gmi. When the battle commenced the gun was 
manned by nine men ; at its close Odren aiid one other 
man were the only survivors, and the other man had an 
arm shattered. He describes this as having been a most 
desperate engagement. Perry's force was largely composed 
of deserters from Barclay's command at Niagara, and they 
fought with the greatest desperation, knowing well that if 
captured by the British their lives would pay the penalty. 
Mr. Odren helped rig Perry's disabled fleet at Put-in-Bay, 
after which, with other prisoners, he was taken to Chilli* 
cothe, 0. 

One day he was permitted to leave camp for four hours, 
when he started out to find Capt. Dryson, who was from 
Detroit, and had known him while a boy. The object of 
his search eluded him for some time, hut finally he met the 
captain and accosted him. The officer did not recognize 
him until he was reminded of the many times he had made 
Odren fight buttles with the other boys. When his identity 
had been established, the captain accompanied him to the 
quarters of Gen. McCarty, the officer in command of the post. 
Odren then made affidavit as to his nationality, when he was 
released, and immediately enlisted in the Second Kifle Ra- 
iment, and did what he could to repay the enemy for oblig- 
ing him to fight against his countrymen. He did not, how- 
ever, see much more active service, as the war was nearly 
ended. He remained in the army, doing garrison duty for 
several months after the close of the war, and wa= then dis- 
charged. When the war of the Rebellion broke out, Mr. 
Odren, then seventy years of age, ofiered his services to 
help defend the Union, but was not accepted. To the re- 
oruiting-officcr who refused him he said that he could stay 
in garriaon and handle a musket as well as any man. He 
had four sons in the Union army, one of whom gave up 



his life in defense of his country's flag. Another was in 
the company which captured Jeff. Davis in petticoats. A 
grandson, in charge of a wagon-train, was with Custer at 
the time of the massacre. Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Odren 
were married in 1815. Mrs. Odren is eighty-two years of 
age, the mother of thirteen children, ten of whom are 

Hiram Ellis, with his sons, Willard T. and Harley H., 
came from Livingston Co., N. Y., and settled upon section 
15 in 1844. The father and sons have been prominent 
men in the township. 

Henry Kelso, the present supervisor, came from Living- 
ston Co., N. y., and settled first in Clinton, Lenawee Co., 
Mich., in 1 833. In November, 1835, he became a resident 
of Girard township. The following spring he removed to 
section 36, Union township, where he remained fifteen 
years, since which time he has been a citizen of California. 

James Craig — a Girard pioneer— settled here at an early 
day, and built the first framed house, on section 15, in 1839. 
J. H. Lawrence erected the second framed house, 1845. 
The first brick house was built by Ira A. Adams, in 1873, 
Mr. Adams has resided in California thirty-eight years. 
Sereno Gillett is also one of the earliest pioneers of the 
township, having been a resident since 1837. He was very 
poor when he came, worked day and night, and on Sundays 
lie would chop down trees for his cattle to browse upon. 

The first marriage in the settlement was that of Abraham 
Ackerson and Katy, his adopted sister. The first birth, 
a son of Ira Cass, now a stalwart blacksmith. The wife of 
Israel R. Hall was the first to depart this life in the town. 

The residents in 1847 were as follows: 

Section 1. — Alexander Odren, Ridgway Craft, Benja- 
min Geoi^, Sereno Gillett, Jonah Gillett, John Odren, 
Theo. G. Holden, William WesWn, William P. Holden. 

Section 2 — Ira Cass, Samuel Doyle, Henry Doyle, 
Julius Luse, Joshua Pridgeon, James Wade. 

Section. 3.— Ira Purdy. 

Section 4.— Israel E. Hall, Samuel Beach, William 
Dunlap, George Monlus, William Talmadge, John Doyle, 
Henry Doyle, Jr., Adolphus Wells, Abel Parker. 

Section 5. — David Gibson. 

Section 6. — Isaac Bailey, Thomas Bailey, Isaac Bailey, 
Jr., Benjamin Geot^e, David Graham. 

Section 7. — Lyra Moltroup, Thomas Palniateer, G. D. 

Section 8.— Stephen M. Talmadge, James Gabb, Gilbert 
Uordinier. 

Section 9.— W. H. Ijathrop, 0. N. Chapin, J. H. Hdl, 
Hart, Hazen. 

Section 10.— J. W. Lawrence, J. W. Lawrence, Jr., 
James H. Lawrence, Lucian B. Hall, John V. Burt, 
Cephas B. Dresser, Nathan Austin. 

Section 11. — Ohauncey Miles, Joseph Reynolds, T. H. 
Reynolds, Joseph F. Reynolds, Daniel Diamond, Lewis 

Section 12.— Henry Trumbull, Isaac N. Miner, John 
M. Miner, Charles Reynolds, Azam Purdy, William G. 
Thompson, Ebenezer Adams. 

Section 13. — Chauncey Reynolds. 

Section 14. — Ramsdell, Bradley & Goodman.^- 
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Section 15. — Hiram Ellis, James Craig. 

Section 16.— Norman Melendy, Talcott Merwin, John 
Paul, David Paul, John W. Harris. 

Seclion 17. — Edward Shay. 

Section 18.— Andrew J. Critchfield, Deloa Greenfield, 
Richard E. Palmateer, Martin Tillottson, Oilman Withing- 
ton, Lucas Withington, Abram Palmateer, 

Section 19. — Zebina Broughton. 

Section 22.— Thomaa Hall, J. M. Hall. 

Section 23. — Charles W. Lawrence. 

Section 24. ^Robert Merrill. 

Others here were William Palmateer, James Kirkpat- 
rick, Geot^e Hall, Cepha'5 W. Beach, and George Bryant. 

CIVIL HISTORY. 

California, the last township organized in the county, 
until June 29, 1832, formed part of Green township, 
which then included the whole of Branch County. It 
then became a part of Coldwater township, remaining as 
such until March 23, 1836, when it was set off with the 
present towns of Quiucy and Alganaee, as Quincy town- 
ship. April 2, 1838, it became a part of Alganaee, and 
continued under that name untii March 25, 1846, when, 
by an act of the Legislature of the State of Michigan, it 
begun a separate esisteiice as California towtiship. 

The act reads as follows : " All that part of the county 
of Branch designated by the United States survey as town- 
ship No. 8 south, of range No, 5 west, be, and the same 
is hereby set off and organized into a separate township by 
the name of ' California,' and the first township-meeting 
shall be he!d at the school-house in school district No. 3, 
in said township." 

Proceedings of First Township- Meeting. — At a meeting 
of the inhabitants of the town of California, held at the 
school-house in school-district No. 3, in said town, on the 
4th of May, 1846, Samuel Beach was elected Moderator ; 
Isaac N. Miner, Talcott Merwin, Lyra Moltroup, Joseph 
W. Lawrence, Sr., Inspector of Election ; and Cephas B. 
Dresser, Clerk. 

The people then proceeded to the election of township 
officers, by ballot, which resulted as follows : George Mon- 
lus, Supervisor; William Beach, Township Clerk; Ira 
Purdy, Treasurer ; Samuel Beach, George D. Avery, James 
M. Halt, Robert Merrill, Justices of the Peace ; James 
Craig, Talcott Merwin, Assessors of the Poor ; Isaac N. 
Miner, Talcott Merwin, Thomas H. Reynolds, Highway 
Commissioners ; Ohauncey Miles, Cephas B. Dresser, School 
Inspectors; Alexander Odren, Jr., Andrew J. Critchfield, 
John C. Keynolds, Constables. Overseers of Highways: 
District 2, Isaac Purdy ; district 3, Hart Hazen ; district 
4, Thomas H. Reynolds; district 11, Sereno Gillett; dis- 
trict 12, Ebenezer Adams ; district 17, James Hall ; district 
21, John 0- Reynolds; district 20, Samuel Beach. 

At this time 60 votes were cast for the candidates kt the 
office of supervisor, of which George Monlus received 29 ; 
Israel R. Hall, 18; and Hiram Eilis, 13. 

It was resolved, " That no licenses be granted for the 
sole of intoxicating liquors for the ensuing year ;" also, 
" That we will pay five dollars bounty for every full-grown 
wolf or bear caught and killed in this town." 



JuT'/rs, 1846— Hiram Ellis, David Graham, Grand; 
Hart Hazen, Lyra Moltroup, Petit. 

At the gubernatorial election held Nov. 2, 1847, James 
M. Edmunds received 26 lotes, Epaphroditus Ransom, 
21 ; anil Chester Guiney, 3 votes 

In 1856, Kinsley S. Bingham received for the office of 
governor, 64 votes ; Alpheas Feleh, for the same office, 
51 votes. 

The gubernatorial candidates for 1860 received the fol- 
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Samuel Beach. 


18G2. John Hisooek. 




George D. A very. 


1863. James Paul. 




James M. Hall. 


Peter G. Decker. 




Kobert Merrill. 


1864. James PauL 


1847 


(leorge D. Avery. 


Hiram Ellis. 


1848 


Hart Hazsn. 


1865. David PauL 




Benjamin George. 


1866. Samuel Hamer. 


184y 


James M. Hall. 


Edward E. Gibson. 


1850 


Charles W. Lawrence. 


1867, David Paul. 


1851 


Benjamin George. 


1303. William Bates. 




Walter H. Lnthrop. 


1S6», George L, Gray. 


1852 


Isaae N. Miner. 


James Paul. 


1853 


James M. Hall. 


1870. Joseph W. Lawren 


1S54 


Hart Haien. 


1871. David PauL 




Lester Broughton. 


Hiram Thompson. 




Henry Havens. 


1872. James Paul. 


18.i6 


Israel R. Hull. 


Charles G, Seeley. 




Lyra Moltroup. 


1873. Charles Kaymond. 


1857 


James M. Hall. 


1874. William Btookdale, 


1S58 


Hiram Ellis. 


1875. David Paul, 


1859 


James Paul, 


1870. A. C. Stokes. 


1860 


Jaaob G. Moltroup. 


18TT. Charles Baj'moud. 


1861 


David Paul. 


1873. Kobert M. Cairns. 




William Batea. 


Charles G, Seeley. 


1862 


Henry N. Lawrence. 
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Talootl Merwin. 

Tbomns Re; o olds. 
ISiT. JohD V. Burt. 

Thorn ae H. Reynolds. 

David GlibsoQ. 
T848. Lester Broughton. 
1849. Thomas JI. Reynolds. 
1S50. Nathnn Austin. 
1361. Stephen laltuadge. 
1853. Charles W. Lawreace. 
1S53. William G. Thompson. 
1851. Stephen M. Tslmadge. 
1855. Norman Melendy. 

1856. : 



Ls Uall 



Orrin Whitten. 
Joseph W. Lawronc 
Thomas H. Rejnolt 
Gilbert Gordinior. 
Joseph W. Lawrenc 
Orrin Whitten. 
Hugh MoMurraj. 
Jeremiah Depue. 
Orrin Whitten. 
Joseph W. Lawence 
Hugh McMurrny. 
Joseph W. Lanrene 



1877. B. B. Forbes. 
1978. Robert M. Caii 



1857. Charles W. Lawrence. 

1858. Thomas H. Reynolds. 

1859. Willard T. Ellis. 
Hiram Thompson. 

13S0, Oilman Withington. 

STATISTICAL— 1837-1874. 

The resident land-owners of California township in 183 

their location by sections, number of acres owned, and th 

number and kind of live stock possessed by each at tl at 

date is shown by the following list : 



1 4, 160 ai 



1, 2 horses. 



and 8, 430 a 



Ira Purdy, secdoD 3, 80 acres, 2 cows, 2 horses. 
Azam Purdy, seotiou 23, SO aores, 1 cow, 2 horses. 
Ira Cass, sections 2 and S, 80 acres, 1 horse. 

Alexander Odren, section 1, 160 acres, 1 cow. 

Theodore G. Holden, aectiona I, 2, and 12, 640 acres, 2 cows, 2 oicn. 

John W. Harris, section 1, 40 acres, 1 eow. 

William Thompson, section 12, 40 acroE. 

Stillman Elwell, section 10, 160 acres, 1 cow, 2 oxen, 3 horses. 

J'oseph W. Lawrence, Sr., seotions 5 and 34, 240 acres, 

Jacob B. Brawn, section A, 80 acres. 

Jonatbaa Hall, section 6, SO acres, I cow, 2 oxen. 

In addition to those before mentioned, the following ap- 
peared upon the rolls in 1838 : 

Fowler Quimby, section 1, 40 acres, 1 eow. 
Ridgoway Craft, section 1, 40 aores, 3 cows. 
Jnstus Lease, section 12, 40 acres, 1 cow, 2 oxen. 
Joseph F. Reynolds, section 11, 40 acres, 2 cows, 2 oxen. 
John Vincent, section II, 40 acres, 1 cow, 2 oxen, 
Gilbert Gordinier, section 8, 40 acres, 2 sows, 2 oxen. 
James H. Lawrence, acction 10, 80 acres, 2 oxen. 
J. W. Lawrence, Jr., section 5, 80 acres, 1 eow. 
Jamas Craig, sections 15 and 21, 404 ocras. 
Rev. George Bryant, section 16 ; no taxes levied. 
Asel Whitney, section 6, 160 acres, 1 eow, 2 oxen. 
Isaac Withey, section 6, TO aorea, 1 cow, 2 oien. 

1874. 



la of wheat growing, June, 1874... 



Tons bay harvested, 1873 

Pounds wool sheared, 1873... 



Pounds buttermade, 1873 32,588 

'■ fruit dried for market, 1873 15,637 

Barrels cider made, 1873 361 

Pounds maple sugar made 1873 1,300 

Horses one year old and upward, 1874 317 

Mule" 2 

Work ojen 14 

Miloh cows 371 

Cattle other than D^cen and milch cows 344 

t^wine over SIX months old 538 

Sheep over SI K months old 1,843 

" sheared 187' 1,723- 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

Til Fort Wayne, Jackson and Saginaw Railroad enters 
th t wnahip from the south, and running in a northeast- 
ly d tion, intersecting in its course sections 22, 23, 14, 
nd 13 t leaves the town south of the centre on the east 
b 1 State Line, a station on the route, is situated 
p tly California township, and partly in the State of 
I d n 

Th ad-bed of the proposed Mansfield, Coldwater and 
L k M higan Railroad enters the township south of the 
t n the east border. Its course is northwesterly, and 
nt sections 13, 12, II, 10, 3, and 4, leaving the 

tow w t of the centre, on the north border. California 
II a station. The work was performed in 1872. 

The people of California subscribed very liberally to aid in 
its construction, paying in an amount of about $10,000, of 
which Willard T. Ellis paid 81500, besides granting the 
right of way across his lands and four acres of land for 
depot purposes. 



California, a small village of about 100 inhabitants, is 
situatod north of the central part of the township. Ifc is 
ten miles due south of Quincy village, and three miles dis- 
tant from State Line, its nearest railroad station. It con- 
tains one church edifice (Presbyterian), two stores of gen- 
eral merchandise, one drug-store, steam saw-mill, district 
school-house, post-office, which receives mail tri-weekly, and 
blacksmith-shop. The first settlers in the township settled 
on and near its site. The first land plowed in the township 
was upon the extreme southwest comer of section 3, where 
Samuel Reach and James H. Lawrence cultivated and 
raised one-half acre of potatoes in the summer of 1836. 
Mr. Beach traveled fifty miles and paid II per bushel for 
the potatoes he planted. Originally, the land in its vicin- 
ity consisted of oak openings, which was generally the case 
throughout the township. 

Joseph Hall sold the first goods here in 1846. J. W. 
Lawrence, Sr., was the first blacksmith, and W. H. Lathrop 



and a Mr. Morgan v 
Thomas Mor 
Cephas 

Isaac N. Min 
township. The presi 
who are both located 



the first carpenters. Edward 

the first saw-mill (steam) in 1867. 

the earliest law practitioner. Dr. 

the first resident physician in the 

!nt ones are Drs. Ayres and Mitchell, 

in the village. 

SCHOOLS. 

In the winter of 1833-39, Miss Sarah Beach, the daugh- 
ter of Samuel Beach, taught the first school. The room 
occupied was one part of Ira Purdy's double log house. 
This house is described as having been " cobbed off" with 
a shake roof, chinked and plastered with mud ii* the ri 
I los"od by V 
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atjle of the olden time. The writing-desks were made by 
boring lioles into the logs,--«omposing the side walls of the 
building.^in which were driven projecting pins of wood, 
slanting downwards. Upon these pins was laid a slab or 
puncheon of wood, split and hewn from a foreat-tree. The 
seats and floors were constructed in the same rude manner. 
During the following summer a log school-house was built, 
which for many years stood near the site of the present 
school-house in California village. 

At the first meeting of tho inspectors of schools, which 
was held at the town clerk's office, May 23, 1846, certifi- 
cates to teach primary schools were granted Dolly R. Weeks 
and Rosalia Moltroup, 

From an annual report made in 1847 the following 
statistics are taken ; Number of school districts in the 
township, 5 ; children of school age residing in the town- 
ship, 186; children attending school during the year, 186. 
Male teachei'S employed, 3 ; female, 4. Average wages 
per month paid male teachers, $12.50; female, $4.50. 
Total amount of money received from the township treas- 
urer, $44.33 ; total amount raised by tax in the township 
for school purposes, $97.63. 

At the annual township-meeting in 1848 it was resolved 
" that we raise 37 i cents for each scholar under the age of 
four years, or over the age of eigliteen, for the ensuing 
year." 

School statistics, 1877.* — Whole districts, 4 ; parts of 
districts, 2 ; school-houses, 6 ; frame school-houses, 6 ; 
seating capacity of school- ho uses, 270 ; value of school 
property, ^2400. Children of school age residing in the 
township, 282 ; children attending school during the year, 
291. Male teachers employed during the year, 4 ; female, 
7. Months taught by male teachers, 14; by female, 25. 
Paid male teachers, $423.75 ; female, $505.95. 

Keaiipte.—Jiloaey on liand, Sept. 4, 1876, $153.20 ; two- 
mill tax, $209.09 ; primary-school fund, $135.74 ; tuition 
of non-resident schoiars, $7 ; district taxes, for all other 
•purposes, $894.95 ; from all other sources, 8121.14. 

Expenditures.— Toaahers' wages, $929.70 ; repairs, $8.25 ; 
bonded indebtedness, $226 ; other purposes, $351.86. On 
hand Sept. 3, 1877, $95.98. 



Lodges of the Masonic and Odd-Fellow fraternities exist 
in the township, and both are of recent organization, but we 
have no data concerning them, though the secretaries were 
respectfully requested to furnish the same, 

CALIFORNIA CORNET BAND. 

This band was oi^anized June 23, 1877, and comprises 
the following-named members ; W. A. Depue, Leader ; K. 
J. Lawrence, S. K. Logan, John Kelso, David Spear, W, 
G-. Clark, D. Bascomb, W. Judson, Ed. Playford, Earl 
Durfur, Alvah Ayres, John Carnes, and B. Shirts. Their 
instruments are owned by themselves, and cost $200. They 
have also expended $50 for music, $70 for music lessons, 
i^d^lOO for a band-wagon. 



.mplet. 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 

The society composing this church was organized by Rev. 
Ozias Littlefield, in the school-house at Hall's Corners, 
April 11, 1840, The original members were 11 in num- 
ber, as follows : Joseph W. Lawrence, Sr., Sybil Lawrence, 
Thomas Pratt, Alma Pratt, Joseph W, Lawrence, Jr,, 
Susan N. Lawrence, Ezra S. E. Brainard, Sabrina Brainard, 
Walter H, Lathorp, Emeline Lathorp, and Mrs. Lucy 
Robbins, At the first meeting, Thomas Pratt, Joseph 
W, Lawrence, Jr., and Walter H. Lathrop were elected 
ruling elders. 

Mr. Littlefield, the first pastor, supplied the pulpit until 
January, 1843. He was succeeded by Mr, Page, who re- 
mained but a few months. Rev. Louis Mills also came in 

1843, and was succeeded by 0. N. Chapin, November, 

1844. Other pastors were as follows: Daniel Jones, April, 
1849; George Brown, March, 1856; A, T. Reese, Feb- 
ruary, 1859; Charles S. Adams, January, 1862; Alanson 
Scofield, April, 1864; E, F. Tanner, June, 1873; J. F. 
Donaldson, January, 1877; and W. F. Mathews, the last 
pastor, April 1, 1877. The pulpit is now supplied by Rev. 
Joseph A. Ranney, of Kalamazoo, 

Present membership, 42, No of pupils in Sabbath-school 
classes, 40, Willard T. Eliis, Sunday-school superintend- 
ent. Their church edifice was commenced in 1869, com- 
pleted and dedicated in 1871, It has sittings for about 
300 people, and cost $2600, Mr, W. T. Kills contributed 
the site. 

CHURCH OF THE UNITED BRETHREN. 

The society composing this church was organized in 
J%ne, 1868, with a membership of eight, of whom Thomas 
Copeland was appointed leader. Their first pastor was Rev, 
J. K. Swihart. He has been succeeded by Revs. R, T. 
Marljn, J. Waldorf, 1. Johnson, R. T. Martin, again, S, 
Redman, G. W. Hill, J. P, Kester, and J. Waldorf, Pres- 
ent membership, 49. Pupils in Sabbath -school classes, 45. 
A, C. Stokes Sunday-school superintendent. 

A church edifice was erected in 1873, at a cost of $1200, 
and has sittings for 200 people. It is 32 by 42, ground 
plan, and of that peculiar style of architecture denominated 
a " stick house," 

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 

This society was organized June 16, 1865, by Rev, 
Samuel Wallace, of Piqua, 0., under the care of Sidney 
Presbytery, 

The session was composed of Elders William 0, Thomp- 
son and Alexander Gillis, together with Rev, S. Wallace, 
as moderator, and Williain A, Hutchison, clerk. The fol- 
lowing-named persons were then received on certificate : 
William C. Thompson and wife, Alexander Thompson, 
Mary E. Thompson, Thomas Hall and wife, Margaret A. 
Hall, Martha L, Hall, John S, Patterson and wife, Robert 
Stewart, William Stewait and wife, William Stewart, Jr,, 
Oscar Jameson and Wife, and Alexander Vance and wife. 
At an adjourned session, held June 19, 1865, the following 
persons were received on examination ; Alezai^cF'DQU 
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G. A. Duguid and wife, Mrs. Mary Stewart, Mary Carithers, 
Jane E. Paui, Mary Tillotaon, Sallie Melendy, Sarah Grater, 
Minerva Ford, Misses Mary Melendy, Joanna Ford, Libbie 
Paul, and Rebecca Stewart. 

William C. Thompson was iostalled as a ruling elder 
June ] 6, 1865. Thomas Hall was chosen as a ruling elder 
at the same time, but was not installed until Sept, 19, of 
the same jeat 

The society ha-> been fuini^hed with stated supplies by 
the Presbytery the first being William A Hutchison, a 
licentiate. Their only settled pastor was Rev. J. K. Black, 
who remained two jeora A union Sabbath school is held 
with the Reformed Pieebytenans, and h very prosperous. 
Present mimberahip of the societj J3 



REFORMED PHESBrTBBIANS. 

This denomination has a lai^e membership in California, 
but their church edifice is situated at State Line, in Indiana. 
Rev. John French, their pastor, settled here in 1850, and 
has preached to his people in this vicinity to the present 



To Messrs. James H. Lawrence, Ira Purdy, Ira Cass, 
Alexander Odven, Henry Kelso, Willard T. Ellis, Thomas 
Hall, S. B. Dickinson, A. C. Stokes, W. A. Depue, and 
many othens, we desire to return our thanks for many fevors, 
courteous treatment, and the valuable information, historical 
reminiscences, etc,, received from them. 





MRS. CHARLES 



CHARLES RAYMOND. 
Nathaniel Raymond settled in the city of Adrian, Mich., 
when the ground it now embraces was a vast unbroken 
wilderness. Charles Raymond, his son and one of eight 
children, was l.ovn July 23, 1836, and spent his early life 
upon a farm with his father. At the age of twenty-one he 
learned the trade of a carpenter and joiner, and soon after 
married Miss Carrie E. Golden, of Medina, Mich. After a 



short residence in Adrian, Mr. and Mrs, Raymond removed 
to Chicago, and later returned to Michigan and located 
upon the farm Mrs, Raymond now occupies in California 
township. They had two sons, thirteen and fourteen years 
of age respectively, both of whom are pursuing their studies.' 
Mr. Raymond died in November, 1877, leaving his widow 
and two sons to survive him. Mrs, Raymond is about 
erecting a suitable monument to his memory. 
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